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THE SOUTHERN DEANERY OF THE DIOCESE OF OSSORY.

CHAPTER 1.

THE PARISH OF AGHAVILLAR.

Sagy T includes the civil parishes of Aghavillar, Lismatigue and Stonecarty,
" in their entirety ; the townland of Kyle in the civil parish of Kilmoganny ;
nearly one-fourth of the parish of Ennisnag; part of the townland
of Cotterell’s Boolia, in the parish of Jerpoint Church; Baysrath, in
the parish of Dunnamaggan ; the greater part of the parish of Kilkeasy ;
and about one-fourth of the parish of Knocktopher.  Previous to
Sept., 1847, it formed one parish with Ballyhale. Its present area is about 13,500
statute acres.'

AGHAVILLAR.

In Irish this name is locally pronounced, Auchavillizh, that is ac¢ard ®Biotamp,
which signifies the Field of the Water-cress.  The early form of the name was
Acard viopap, which does notldiffer lin meaning from ac¢av Biotsn, the words
vopan and viotap having both the. same signification.

** A.D. 896. Caroc, son of Maelcron, Abbot of Achaidh-bioroir, died.”” !

1 Four Masters.
VOL 1V. B
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The chancel arch, in the centre of the west wall, 11ft. high by 6 ft. 3 in. wide
and round-headed, has been built up like the east window, the altar recess, described
above, having been, however, constructed in its western face. A bead moulding
may be observed on the lowest stone of the arch frame, to the south. At each
side of the arch, near the ground, was a rectangular opening, through and through
the wall, 2 ft. 2 in. wide and 1% ft. high, that to the south being now closed up
at the eastern side by a thin wall of masonry, so as to form a credence for the later
church. Such openings as these, but plainer and smaller, are found in three other
Ossory churches, viz.: Kilmodimogue, Kylebeg and Templemartin. Another
peculiarity of this ancient chancel at Aghavillar is, that there is a large sharp-
pointed niche in the north wall and another in the south wall, resembling those
already described, in the church of Urlingford. A straight stairway in the thickness
of the north side-wall leads to the single storey over the stone arch. .

Judging from the Round Tower, as well as from the extent, architectural
features, and antiquity of the now castellated chancel of the original church, it
appears quite certain that, in far off times, Aghavillar was a very important
ecclesiastical centre.

The monuments in the graveyard, though numerous, are of no special interest.
The patron of the church is St. Brendan, of Birr, Abbot (Nov. 29). His holy well,
still held in veneration, and visited by the people for devotional purposes, is close
by. In English it is called, *“ St. Brendan’s Well  ; its local Irish name is Thubber-
Bahee-annl (i.e., Tobap Dpeanaill, recte Dpeanainn), Well of St. Brendan.

Croanbeg, now Croan; Ballyhuggon now Hugginstown; and Clashanry
(Henry’s Pit), now Westmoreland, formerly belonged to the Fannings of Croanbegg.
In 1636, William Fanning alienated the two last-named townlands to David Rothe.
Derryleagh (the Grey Oak-Wood), now Castlemorres, belonged to Thomas Comerford,
son of Edmund, whose father, Richard Comerford, of Danganmore, died in 1624.
All these lands were forfeited under Cromwell, in 1653 ; and, on the 26th Nov.,
1667, Matthias Westmoreland had a grant of ““ Derrelegh,” to be called ‘ Castle
Morres,” and of ¢ Clashanree,” to be called ** Westmoreland,” to hold to him and
his heirs to the only use and behoof of Harvey Morres. On the 20th Nov., 1684,
Harvey Morres had a grant in virtue of the Commission of Grace, of the castle,
town and lands of Castle Morres, otherwise Derryleagh, Westmoreland, otherwise
Clashanree, Ballynamabagh, Mylodstown, Barnedowne and Brownestown, Croan-
begg, Aghaviller, Coolenimod, Killandree, &c.; the premises created and erected
into the manor of Castlemorres.

Harvey Morres was the 2nd son of Sir Redmond Morres, of Knockagh castle,
Co. Tipperary, and was born about 1624. He became a Protestant in early life,
took sides with the Cromwellians, and served in Cromwell’s army with the rank of



THE PARISH OF AGHAVILLAR. 5

Captain. He paid 6s. hearth-money for his house in Kirihill (Currahill), in 1664,
soon after which he removed to Castlemorres. He died in 1724. He was married
three times. By his first wife, Letitia, (dead in 1664), widow of Tobin of
Cumpshinagh, Co. Tipperary, and daughter of R. Walsh (probably of Piltown,
Co. Waterford), he had four sons, who died before himself, unmarried, and a
daughter, Alice (traditionally remembered as ‘‘ Lisheen ”’), who married a Mr.
Devereux. By his 2nd wife, Catherine Butler, he had no surviving issue. His
3rd wife was Frances, daughter of the Honble. Pierse Butler of Barrowmount,
by whom he had a daughter, Margaret (2nd wife of Morgan Kavanagh, of Borris,
and mother of Harvey Kavanagh, of Ballyhale, b. 1718, d. 1740), and a son Francis
Morres of Castlemorres, ancestor, in the female line, of the present Rev. Walter
de Montmorency Pratt, of Castlemorres. '

In Irish, Newmarket is called Bollia-Ribbeen, 1.e., Robin’s Town, Part of the
townland is called Roman’s Valley. No explanation of this strange name is now
forthcoming, and the Irish form of the name is forgotten by those who still speak
the old tongue around here. There is nothing of note in Roman’s Valley, but a
dismantled rath, close to the road from Newmarket to Hugginstown.

KILKEASY.

The Irish pronunciation is Kill-Kaesha, as if the Irish spelling of the name
were CilL Céire, that is, Céis’s Church. The patron of the church and parish.
according to Bishop Phelan’s L¢st, is St. Luchern, thus:

« Patronus Ecclesiz de. Kilkeasy, S. Lucherinus, 28 Maii.”

The church of Kilkeasy, dating from before the Norman Invasion, is 43 ft.
long, inside, and 17 ft. wide, the walls being 3 ft. thick and built of very large stones ;
the side walls are about 14 ft. high. The east gable is down almost to the ground.
Most of the north wall is fallen. The south wall, still very perfect, has a narrow,
broken window at the east end, opposite the altar, and a plain entrance door, the
top very slightly curved, at the west end. In the centre of the west gable is a
Hiberno-Romanesque doorway of beautiful pattern but now greatly damaged.
This doorway, which has been closed up with masonry, was round-headed, and
consists of two concentric arches or orders, together with the internal arch, which
may be called the doorway proper. Each order has a bead moulding all round,
and carved capitals. Only one stone of the arch remains iz sitv. The slope of
the jambs is 1in. to'the 2 ft.  The full height of the door is g ft., of which the
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arch makes about 3 ft. The monuments in the graveyard date no earlier than the
18th century. In Father Shearman’s Loca Patriciana, p. 316 n, we find :

‘“ The mill of Kilkeasy is accounted among the Mirabilia Hiberniae ; it is the 32nd in Nennius’

Historia Britonum, p. 217. ‘' The mill of Cill Cess in Osraighibh. It will not grind on the Lord's day

- except for guests, and it will

not grind even a handful that

has been stolen; and women
dare not come into it."”’

The site of a mill is
still pointed out in Kil-
keasy, a half a mile, or
so, south-east of the
church, in a boggy place,
beside a well called Powul.

On the Monday in
Easter week, A.D. 1259,
the Dean and Chapter
of Ossory exchanged the
church of Kilree, with
the Prior and Brethren
of the Priory of Kells,
for the church of Rath-
medone and the church
of “Kilkes.” Within
the next few years
Geoffry St. Leger ap-
propriated the Rectory
of ¢ Kilkeshe” to the
Vicars Choral of St.
Canice’s Cathedral. The
townland of Kilkeasy
was formerly See-lands,
belonging to the Bishops

BUILT-UP HIBERNO-ROMANESQUE DOORWAY IN WEST of Ossory.
GABLE CF KILKEASY CHURCH.

LISMATIGUE.

In Irish this name is pronounced Lissacyg, i.e., Lior "ac Taros, or Mac Teige’s
Fort.  The parish of Lismatigue belonged to the Augustinian Canons of the Priory
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of Kells. Merely the foundations of the church now remain. They show it to
have been about 37 ft. long, internally, and 19 ft. in width, on the outside, the
walls being 2 ft. 8 in. thick. = The position of the entrance door, which was in
the west gable, is well marked. = The last person buried here was a man named
Hayden, who died about 1840. Only rude, uninscribed headstones mark the
graves. The church and graveyard were surrounded by a circular earthen rampart
at present much obliterated. = There is no memoryv of a pattern, or of the patron
saint.

Three or four hundred yards west of the church is the * Moat of Lismatggue,”
a circular tumulus, 22 paces wide, at the top, and at present 10 ft. high, but formerly
it was much higher. They call it, in Irish, Moathalissacyg. About 60 yds. north
of the Moat, overlooking a deep hollow, stood Lismatigue castle. It was known
as the Cushlawn-bawn, or White Castle. = Some few generations of the Serment
family occupied it during the 16th and 17th centuries. Its walls were taken down
to the ground very long ago, and the materials used in the erection of a large
dwelling which stood beside the Moat, and which fell into decay as far back as
1770. In this old house, only a small fragment of which remains, forming the
back wall of a poor man’s cabin, died, about 1660, John MacWalter Walsh, the
Bard of the Walsh Mountain.

A quarter of a mile north of the Moat, close to the bounds of Condonstown
and Milodstown, there is a ford on the Lismatigue river, called Auchnageoun, that
is, &t na g-ceann, or the Ford of the Heads. The tradition of the country for
miles around points to the eastern entrance to this ford as the scene of the murder
‘of “The Seven Bishops.” These Bishops, as the tradition goes, were brothers
and born at one birth. They were sent to Rome to be educated, and while there,
were all raised to episcopal rank.  On their return to their native land, they set
out together, on foot, from Waterford, where they landed, to Aghavillar, which
was their destination.  As they journeyed by Lismatigue, with satchels on their
backs containing their vestments, missals and chalices, the *“ Countess of Granny *
(the Mawzheedh nhee Geroidh of North Kilkenny), saw them from one of the castle
windows, and, believing that they carried some golden treasures in their satchels,‘
ordered her servants to pursue and murder them, and bring her back their valuables.
Her commands were literally obeyed, and the scene of the murder has been ever
since known as Awuchnageoun.

Owing to the murder of the Bishops here, the people say that * Lismatigue
is cursed in Rome.”

SHEEPSTOWN.

This is another Celtic church, and older even than that of Kilkeasy. Itisa
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rectangle, 41 ft. long and 16ft. wide, internally, the walls being about 3ft. thick
and built of very large stones. There is a bead moulding on each of the four corners
of the gables, as well as on the frames of the windows and the sides of the front
entrance door. The walls remain substantially perfect, except the north side-
wall, which is fallen for the most part. The Hiberno-Romanesque doorway in the
west gable has no other ornament but the bead moulding. It is built of well-
chiselled sandstone, and is 5 ft. 6 in. to the top of the impost and 1 ft. 6 in. thence
to the vertex of the semi-circular arch; it is 3 ft. wide immediately below the
imposg, and 3 ft. 2} in. at the ground. The window in the east gable is 5 ft. 8 in.

SHEEPSTOWN CHURCH, FROM SOUTH-EAST.
(The props supporting the gables are modern).

high and 8 in. wide, on the outside, the arch being round and formed out of a single
stone. In each side-wall, opposite where the altar stood, is a window, now broken
at top.  There is no trace of a credence or sacrarium. A small round-headed
door, the arch turned with thin flags laid on end, led into a sacristy on the sonuth
side ; this door is built up.  There is a * clock-stone,” as at Donoughmore (Bally-
ragget), high up in the west gable, at the north-west angle.  In the graveyard,
which has been walled round, there are three inscribed head-stones, all modern,
and a fragment of an ancient stone with a carving of two animals in relief.

. In Irish this church is locally known as Thomplevollianagaerach, i.e., Teamputl
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Duaite na sCaona¢, or the Church of Sheepstown. Its patron is St. Muicin,
or Muwicceen (Latine, Mochinus), of Maighin, Bishop, whose festival was celebrated
here on the 4th March.!  There is a well near the church variously called Tubber-
hinck, Tubberahinck, Tubbernahinck and Tubbernahincka; it is not considered holy.
Previous to the Reformation, Sheepstown church belonged to the Priory of Kells.

Sheepstown Castle was occupied by the Rothes, in the 17th century, and
subsequently by the Shees, till about 1770. It was taken down some years ago,
by a late owner named Kelly.

STONECARTY.
They call it, in Irish, Sthoon-Cawrha, i.e., Stan Captarg, Carthach’s Stang.

VIEW OF SHEEPSTOWN CHURCH, FROM SOUTH-WEST.
Showing West Door and ‘* Clock Stone.”

‘The stang, in medixval Latin, estangna, was a certain quantity of land. In ancient
records Stonecarty generally appears as Stamacarthy and Stamcarthy.  As early
as the episcopate of Felix O’Dulany (1178-1202), William Tobin, the lord of the
soil, granted the church of Stamacharty to the House of the Canons Regular of
Kells in Ossory.

The church of Stonecarty, dedicated to St. Kieran of Saighir, is 60 ft. long,
and 25 ft. wide.  The south side-wall is 12ft. high, the original height, and 3 ft.
2 in. thick ; the north side-wall is almost entirely gone : the east gable and/about

1 See Mayne, Parish of Conahy.
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half the west gable yet remain.  There is a broken Celtic window in the east gable,
small on the outside, but splaying widely on the inside. There is a round-headed
doorway in the south wall, nearer to the east end, the arch of which is turned with
thin flags laid on end.  Portion of this south wall dates centuries before the Norman
Invasion. The western gable is of later date, and on bothijits inside and outside
surfaces may be observed, used as ordinary building stones, twelve beautifully
cut and ornamented freestone blocks which formed the framework of the original
western entrance door. On the
rebuilding of this gable, another
door, now marked by a breach,
was inserted in the west end of
the south wall. There is a broken
credence at the Epistle side of the
altar.  All other features of the
church have been destroyed. The
masonry throughout may be
almost described as cyclopean.
Thubber-Kierawn, St. Kieran’s holy
well, is close to the church on the
left hand side of the road to

Dunnamaggan.
Beside the south wall of the
church, on the outside, there is a
horizontal monument inscribed :—

“ Here lies the body of Mr. Christopher
Shee who departed this life the 16th of
September, 1755. aged 88 years. Also
his son James Shee who departed this life
the 14th of October, 1757, aged 21 years
& his son the Revd. Richard Shee Parish

Priest of Killamory & Kells who departed
INTERIOR OF EAST WINDOW, SHEEPSTOWN this life the 17th of July, 1772, aged 44

CHURCH years, to whose memory this is erected.
R.LLP,”

There is also a monument to Christopher Shee’s daughter-in-law, Mrs. M;%ry
Shee, alias Commins, wife of Mr. William Shee, of the City of Kilkenny, who died
July 1st, 1782, in the 31st year of her age.

STONEYFORD.

Locally. the Irish name is pronounced duch-sthooin, i.c., &¢ Scam, Ford of the
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Stang. The town of Stoneyford is divided by the ‘ Ford ” river, which leaves
the houses to the west in the townland of Lawcus, and the remainder of the town
in the townland of Cotterell’s Boolia. = The Ford river formed the boundary of
Aghavillar parish till 1857, when Lawcus was added from Danesfort, and
Aghavillar parish was thus extended to the King’s River. The town of Stoneyford
cannot have counted more than a few houses, in 1801, as it gets no mention from
Tighe in his Survey. In 1839 it consisted of 74 houses, with a population of 445.

A thatched chapel was built here some time after 1788. It stood in the garden
immediately to the rere of Purcell’s shop. Father Patrick Power, a Dominican
.Friar, born in Croan, Danesfort, had charge of this chapel, and, also, at the same
time, of the chapel of Kells. The present chapel was built in 1815. In the graveyard
adjoining, which is modern, there is an altar-tomb, marking the resting-place of
the Rev. Martin Fitzpatrick, who died Sept. 2oth, 1838, in his 41st year. Father
Fitzpatrick was a native of the district, a Friar, and was attached to some house of
religious in the Co. Kildare. '

The silver chalice in use in Stoneyford is one of thelmost]interesting of the
sacred vessels which have come down to us from the early penalftimes. It appears
to be of continental workmanship. The circumference of the nodus is larger than
is usually met with in chalices of home manufacture. . The base is six-sided, each
compartment being richly ornamented. = One has the Crucifixion ; another the
Blessed Virgin carrying the Divine Infant, and clothed in a splendid robe, like
a vestment, down to her feet; a third represents our Lord carrying His Cross,
together with the Instruments of His Passion ; other religious devices occur on
the remaining sides. Around the base is the following inscription in well-cut
Roman capitals :

D[OMIN]A CAECILIA . GERALDINA : ME FIERI FECIT . ANNO DNI 1631.
CVI' ANIME PROPITIETVR DEVS.

The original paten belonging to the chalice being lost, a new one was purchased,
about 1850, and inscribed with the names of the subscribers, thus: M. Keeffe,
Jno. Blake, James Grady and James Sheehan.”

Part of the townland of Cotterell’s Boolia, formerly “ Hamond’s Boly,” on
which the chapel and most of the town of Stoneyford are situated, belonged to the
Knights Hospitallers of St. John of Jerusalem, as will appear from the following,
the original of which is in Ormond Castle :

* Universis &c. Johannes filius Willelmi filii Mauricii de Killranyn salutem in Domino. Noveritis
me remisisse &c. imperpetuum &c. Willelmo filio Ricardi Coterel de Kenlis heredibus suis et assignatis
totum jus meum &c. in uno messuagio & sexdecim acris terre cum pertinentibus in Hamondesboly
in tenemento domus Sancti Johannis Jerusalem in Hibernia juxta Insnake. Ita quod &c. In cujus
rei testimonium praesenti scripto sigillum meum apposui hiis testibus: Waltero Dobyn, Roberto
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Coterel, Waltero Daniel, Willelmo filio Johannis de Insnake,. Geraldo Hamond, Ricardo Tebaut,
Johanne Leynagh et aliis. Datum Kenlis die Jovis proximo post festum Sancti Nicholai Episcopi.
Anno Dii M°CCC® quadrigesimo sexto, et anno regis Edwardi tertii post conquestum regni sui
Angliae vicesimo, regni vero sui ffranciae septimo.

Endorsed : ‘‘ Quet clamancia Johannis filii Willelmi filii Mauricii de Kiltranin de xIv (sic) acris
terre apud Boli. In Bwoly juxta Inysnag.”

Cotterell’s Boolia, which is a large townland of almost 1,000 stat. acres, is,
locally, subdivided into Stoneyford, The Rower, and Johnswell. The last includes
Norelands House and demesne, and belongs to Thomastown parish.  There is a
holy well here, dedicated to St. John, from which this subdivision takes its name
and which itself is an evidence of the connection of the Knights of St. John with
the townland.

CHAPELS.

AGHAVILLAR AND HUGGINSTOWN.—There was one Mass-House in the parish
of Aghavillar in 1731.1 This chapel stood at the * Chapel pit ” in Carroll’s *“ Chapel
field,” in Thoonavolla, Hugginstown, and was the only chapel in the district, till
it fell or was abandoned. In selecting the site of its successor, the people disagreed,
with the result that instead of building one chapel for the use of all, they built
the two present chapels of Aghavillar and Hugginstown, in opposstion. This was
between 1798 and 180r. Ih 1804 Aghavillar chapel was interdicted, propter
violentam samguinis effusionem ibi factam. The interdict was subsequently re-
moved by Dr. Lanigan, but only after the lapse of some years.

STONEYFORD.—2

PARISH PRIESTS.

REv. PHILIP DARCY was appointed first P.P., Aghavillar, after its separation
from Ballyhale, in September 1847. He was translated to Thomastown in the
middle of the following year.

REv. WALTER MCDONALD became next P.P. in Summer, 1848, ano was trans.
Jated to Templeorum, July 26th, 1850.

Rev. JamMes F. RyaN, who succeeded, was translated to Clara, January gth,
1859.

REv. JoHN WALSH, son of William Walsh, of Kilkeasy, and Bridget Hayden,
his wife, was born at his mother’s native place, Caherlesk, in 1809. He studied

1 Dr. Tennison’s Visitation Book.
2 See p. 11, supra.




THE PARISH OF AGHAVILLAR. I3

classics in Ballingarry, Waterford, and Burrell’s Hall ; and, in September 1831,
began his ecclesiastical course in Birchfield. He was ordained in Quarter Tense,
September, 1836, and served as C.C. in St. John’s, Glenmore, Mullinavat, Kilmacow,
and finally in Kilmanagh, from whence he was collated as P.P. to Aghavillar,
January roth, 1859. After a pastoral charge of more than 30 years, he departed
this life quite suddenly at St. Kieran’s College, July 8th, 1889, having arrived at
the College the same day to enter on the Annual Retreat. He is buried in the chapel
of Hugginstown.

Rev. JaMEs HOLOHAN was appointed next P.P., August 12th, 1889,”and was
translated to Castletown, March 5th, 1900.

Rev. THOMAS RoCHEFORD succeeded, March gth, 1900.



CHAPTER II.

THE PARISH OF BALLYHALE. .:

HE present parish, severed from Aghavillar in September,
1847, comprises all the civil parish of Derrynahinch ; about
two-thirds of that of Knocktopher ; the townlands of Carrigeen,
and Floodhall, otherwise Rathtooterny, in the parish of Jer-
point Church; and Knockmoylan, in the parish of Kilkeasy.
Its area is about 13,500 stat. acres.

BALLYHALE.

The people call it, in Irish, Bollia-hael (Date-neagail), that is, Hale’s Town
or Howel’s Town ; and there can be no doubt that the name is derived from the
Walshs, among whom Hale, or Howel, is known to have been a christian name.
The old town, or village, and castle of Ballyhale, both now cleared away, stood
along the rising ground a couple of hundred yards west and south-west of the
parish chapel. The present town of Ballyhale is quite modern : it consisted of
but a few inhabitated houses in the year 1800.

Edmund Howling (now Holden) and Peter Anthony forfeited the townland
of Ballyhale, in 1653 ; at the same date Edmund Butler forfeited Kiltorcan. *“Ed-
mund Howling of Ballyheale ”” is named in the list of Papists transplanted to
Connaught, in March, 1654.

Originally Ballyhale had no existence as a separate townland. It formed part
of Kiltorcan till after the Anglo-Norman Invasion, when Hale’s town and castle
were built.  Its separation from Kiltorcan is marked by an anomalous, but, in
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similar cases of dismemberment of townlands, a very usual circumstance, viz..
the new townland of Ballyhale was made to take in the church of Kiltorcan.
which, therefore in the course of time, came to be known exclusively as the church
of Ballyhale; while the new townland of Kiltorcan, though still retaining the
old ecclesiastical name, was left without a church or a church site.

The ancient church of Kiltorcan, then, stood in Ballyhale. It occupied the
site on which the present parish chapel has been raised. @ The local Irish
speakers pronounce its name Kpyle-thurcawin (Cilt-Topcdin), that is, St.
Torcan’s Church. Who St. Torcan was is unknown. He was evidently an Irish
saint, but our hagiologists make no mention of him. His church of Kiltorcan,
of Ballyhale, was appropriated to Kells Priory, probably in the first years of the
13th century. It is mentioned in four of the lists of churches in the
Red Book of Ossory, and always as a “ Capella.” Two of these lists style it
‘ Capella de Kiltorkan ; » the other two, ‘‘ Capella de Kyltorkan ”’ and “ Capella
de Kiltorcan.” It appears, on the other hand, as the * Capella de Howellestoun,”
in a confirmation by Henry IV., Feb. 6th, 1412, of all churches, chapels, and
glebes granted to Kells Priory up to the said date.! In some documents of 1540
and 1541, relating to the same Priory soon after its suppression, ‘ Hoeliston ”
or ‘ Howeleston ” is mentioned as a * Rectory ” ; but it is plain from the Red
Book of Ossnry that, if it ever were a Rectory, as most probably it was in early
times, it must have ceased as such, even before the year 1300. Ever since the
Reformation, Ballyhale and Kiltorcan have formed part of the civil parish of
Derrynahinch.

All that now remains of the ancient church of Kiltorcan, Ballyhale or Howelles-
town, is the square tower at the west end, which formerly served as a presbytery,
and is now used as the belfry of the present chapel of Ballyhale. The people,
ignorant of its original purpose, mis-name this tower the ‘ Castle of Ballyhale.”
The under storey of the tower, with its stone arch, and Gothic entrance door now
built up, gave admission to the old church from the west ; while the upper storeys,
four in number, were utilized as a residence by the priest in charge. ~ Over the
entrance door, on the outside, there is said to be ‘ a niche containing ’ [a statue
or carving of] * the Virgin and Child, under a Gothic canopy, below which is a
shield bearing the Butler arms, a chief indented—all much weather-beaten ;
but the wall is now thickly covered with ivy, and the niche is, in consequence,
entirely hidden from view. From the fact of the Blessed Virgin’s statue occupying
so prominent a place over the entrance to the church, it may be inferred that
during the middle ages, St. Torcan’s title as patron of the church and district
was transferred to the Mother of God.

1 Pat. Rolls.
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In the early part of the 18th century, the Mass-house of Ballyhale parish stood
in the * church field ” of Derrynahinch, about five hundred yards to the north-west
of the old graveyard there. It was of the poorest description possible. It continued
in use down to about 1750, when the P.P., Father Murphy, having secured the
site of the ancient church in Ballyhale, built the first post-Reformation chapel
of Ballyhale, on the exact foundations of its long destroyed predecessor. Before
many years had elapsed this chapel was accidentally burnt down, but was again
put into some state of repair by Father Patrick Power, a Friar, who was on the
mission here from 1796 to 18ox. It was rebuilt by Father Walter Holohan in

THE “‘ CASTLE’’ AND CHAPEL OF BALLYHALE.

1804. It was again rebuilt, almost from the foundations, in 1855, by Archdeacon
O’Shea, P.P., who, on its completion, had it dedicated to St. Martin of Tours.

Two ancient fonts,—one baptismal, fluted on the front, and ornamented on
the top surface—are used here as holy water stoups.

DERRYNAHINCH.

In Irish it is called Dhurranaheensha, which is usually made to signify the
Oak Wood of the Inch (Doipe na h-innpe). In the Red Book of Ossory the name
appears as Athernehynche, Athernynche, Derrehy, and Derynch.

The church of Derrynahinch, always styled a ‘ Capella ” in the Red Book of
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Ossory, was appropriated to the Priory of Kells, about the beginning of the 13th
century. It was, no doubt, originally an ecclesia or parochial church ; and, during
the last two or three centuries, it has been restored to its ancient status, and has
given its name to the civil parish in which it is situated. It is still a substantial
ruin, all its walls being fairly perfect, except the east gable, which fell to within
a few feet of the ground, a little after the year 1839. It measures about 42 feet
long, internally, by about 17 feet in width. The walls are three feet thick. The
entrance door is in the north side-wall ; it is round-headed, the arch being turned
with small, rough stones. The east window, now fallen, was 3 feet high, outside,
and g inches wide. Opposite the altar, there was a very narrow loop in each side-
wall. There is another small loop or window, flat at top, high up in the west gable.
At the Epistle side of the altar there is a recess, divided by a horizontal flag into
two compartments, the lower of which served as a sacrarium, the upper as a credence.
The church is built entirely of greenstone, not a single piece of limestone
being observable anywhere in the walls. It probably dates from before the
middle of the 12th century. The ancient holy water font, a large, undressed,
squarish block of freestone or granite, with circular bowl, 1 foot wide and 6 inches
deep, lies sunk in the ground outside the entrance door.

The patron saint of Derrynahinch, according to Bishop Phelan’s List, is St.
‘ Killocus,” whose feast day is March 26th; according to Bishop Burke, the
patron is St. ‘ Muculvelinus.” In Irish the saint’s name is written Cittin, Moc¢ettloc
and Moceatlog (pronounced Mohkalloogue). He is commemorated as follows in
the Martyrology of Tallaght .—

‘“ March 26. Mochelloc, son of Tulodran, of Cathair mic Conaich.”

The text of the Feilsre of Aengus, on the same day, commemorates him thus :—

‘“ In Letha fell Mochelloc after (many) days.”

On this passage the scholiast has the comments :—

‘“ In Letha fell Mochelloc i.e. Fid Lethan at Lismore is the name of the place in which he died.

‘“ Mochelloc, that is, of Cill Da-Chelloc "’ [Kilmallock] ‘“ in Ui Cairpre in Munster. Or (which is
more correct), it is Cillin, son of Cael Odran of Cathair Conchaid, in Letha, who is spoken of here.
Letha is the name of a great forest in the Desies of Munster, and therein Cathair Conchaid was formerly.
Mochelloc, i.e. Cilline, son of Tulodran, in the Desies of Munster.”

Mr. John Hogan writes that, ““ St. Martin [of Tours] has always been esteemed
the patron »’ of Derrynahinch church. ““ I have been informed,” he also writes, * by
an aged person, a native of the place, that about 70 years ago ™ [i.e., about 1790]
*“ the pattern, which had been held on the Sunday next after the 11th of November
(St. Martin’s day), in the churchyard of Derrynahinch, was transferred to the
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chapel yard of Ballyhale, where it continued to be kept on the same day for
many years.” T

That St. Martin of Tours, as Mr. Hogan here writes, was patron of Derryna-
hinch, there is no written proof either in print or MS.; and it would seem that
tradition, in making him the patron, has been entirely in error. A mistake could
easily have occurred in this way. At some of the old churches the pattern was
observed on the feast of the patron; in others on the Dies Dedicationis Ecclesiae,
on whatever day it might fall. Thus at Dysert, near Castlecomer, the pattern
day was September 2gth, which was the feast of the dedication of the church there,
and not the 16th of May, which was the feast of its patron, St. Brendan. Similarly,
the Dies Dedicationis of Derrynahinch may have been the Sunday after St.
Martin’s day, which could therefore become the pattern day of the church; and
the people, accustomed to connect their pattern with the feast day of St. Martin,
would gradually come to regard this well-known saint as the patron of their
church, to the exclusion of the little-known, but true patron, St. Mocheallog.

A wooden statue of St. Martin (St. Mocheallog ?) was formerly borne in pro-
cession through Ballyhale graveyard on the pattern day. After the patterns were
discontinued, it lay for several years in the lower storey of the ancient tower at
the west end of Ballyhale chapel.2 About 1874 it was transferred to the Museum,
St. Kieran’s College, Kilkenny, where it has remained ever since.

In 1653, ‘ the two Derrinehensies * were held in fee by Edmund Hoyle and the
Countess of Ormond, the former of whom forfeited his portion in the same year.
In 1664 Thomas Hill, Richard Walsh, Thomas White, and —— Cassine, all of
Upper Dirrinahinch, paid hearth-money ; another ** Cassine,” of Kiltorcane, and
a “ Trassy,” of Sheepstowne, also paid hearth-money, in this year.

' There was a Leaba Diarmaid or Giant’s Grave, in Caureisk, otherwise Upper
Derrynahinch, till 1850, when it was destroyed.

KILCREDDY.

In ancient documents this name is almost invariably written Kilknedy or
Kylknedy. Irish speakers always pronounce it Kyle-Czheddia (CilL-Cpeve), that
is, St. Crede’s Church. St. Crede was a female saint. She is mentioned in the
Book of Letnster, at p. 353, col. 2, where, under the heading, *“ Brigite sancte subiecte
erant omnes he virgines sancte quarum loca et nomina enumerabimus,” we find
the following :—

“ Croinsech 7 Crede ic Raith Gaisni 7 i Etairgabuil 7 i Fordruim.”

1 Kilkenny, p. 44 n.
* Kilkenny. p. 45, n.
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That is : [the virgins] “ Croinsech and Crede [who are venerated] in Raith-
Gaisni, and in Etairgabuil (Addergoole), and in Fordruim.” Nothing else appears
to be known about St. Crede.

Kilcreddy is mentioned six times in the Red Book of Ossory, five times as a
Rectory, and once as a Vicarage. The parish was appropriated to Kells Priory
in the beginning of the 13th century. During the last two centuries it has been
sunk in the civil parish of Derrynahinch.

The Church of Kilcreddy was an oblong building 45 feet long, mtemally, and
16 feet wide. The walls still remain all round to a height of a few feet ; they are
from 3 feet g inches to 4 feet thick, and are built of very large stones. As far as
may be judged, this is the oldest church ruin now remaining in the Barony of
Knocktopher. The graveyard has been walled round ; it has but a few inscribed
monuments, and none of ancient date.

Bishops Phelan and Burke place Kilcreddy under the patronage of All Saints
(November 1st.). Locally the patron is believed to be St. Bridget. A very res-
pectable and intelligent woman, born here about 1820, and now living in the
parish of Templeorum, informed the writer that she herself had been called Bridget
at her baptism, in honour of St. Bridget, to whom the old church of her native
place had been dedicated.

At the time of Cromwell’s confiscations in 1653, the old proprietors of * Kil-
kneady >’ Parish, according to the Down Survey Books of 1657, were : the Earl
of Ormond, who held New Castle (now Castlebanny), Ballytarsney, Kilkneady,
and Castleganning (now Cashel, and Castlegannon) ; Robert and Philip Walsh, who
held Derrylackagh ; and Robert Walsh, who held Crobally.

The Irish sound of Castlebanny is Cushlawnavongia (Caipledn 4’ dainne), that
is, the Castle of the Milk[-ing]). The Irish of Knockwilliam is Cnoc titim Zeanncaig,
that is, Snub-nosed William’s Hill. The townland of Cashel is now incorrectly
called Castle-gannon ; it should have been anglicised Cashel-gannon, as the true
Irish form of the name is Caireal-Zeannain, Gannon’s Cashel or Stone Fort.

KnockmoyLaN.—Called in Irish, Knuckmaelawn (Cnoc Maoiteduddin), that
is, the hill of some man named Maoldhubhdn. This townland belonged to the
Walshs. Richard Walsh fitz James, of Knockmoylan, gent., was pardoned May
4th, 1587. He is probably identical with Richard m’James Brenagh, of Cnock-
melan, kern, pardoned, according to the Fiants of Queen Elizabeth, Jan. 4th,
1570-1. The pardons of 1602 include Richard Walsh fitz James, of Knock-
moilan, gent., and Robert Walsh fitz Richard, of Knockmoilan, yeoman, who
was most probably his son. Richard Walsh, of Knockmoela[n], was one of the
Constables of the Barony of Knocktopher, in 1608.

Robert Walsh, of Knockmoylan Castle, apparently son of Richard fitz James,

c‘
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b ! .
married Eleanor Blanchville, sister of Sir Edmund Blanchville of Blanchevilles-

town, and died before the Cromwellian confiscations, leaving the following
issue :

(1) Philip, his eldest son and successor, who, with Walter and Mathew Walsh,
forfeited Knockmoylan and Ballybrushin, in 1653, and appears not to have left
issue;; (2) Oliver, of whom presently ; (3) Robert; (4) Richard; (5) Louis; and
(6) Francis.

Oliver, 2nd son of Robert, called ’Liféur liath, or Grey Oliver, married Ellen,
daughter of Fulk Den; they had issue as follows :

(1) Robert, who married Anne, daughter of John, son of Colonel Kirke, and
had a son, John, father of Michaél Walsh of Farnoge, Mullinavat. The said Michael
Walsh married, about 1786, Catherine Hogan, by whom he had :

(a) John.

(b) Patrick.

(c) James.

(d) Robert, born about 1796. He studied for the church, and was ordained
in France, for some foreign mission, about 1831. Having served as curate at
Kilrush, in the Diocese of Killaloe, for a few years, he was sent, in virtue of the
title with which he had been ordained, to the Sandwich Islands, where, after a
zealous missionary career of half a century, he died about the year 1888.

(e) Philip. )

(f) Thomas.
(g) ——— who married John Doyle of Lisdrolin, and died in 1841, aged 4o.
(k) Johanna, who married —— .Doyle of Miltown, Templeorum, and died at

Kilmanahin, near Owning, January 24th, 1894, aged 91 years.

(#) Michael, the youngest, born in 1805, and known as ‘ the Baronial,” because
employed as under-Surveyor of roads in some of the South Kilkenny Baronies,
about 1850. He was a good Irish scholar, and appears to have been extremely
well versed in the history and pedigrees of the different branches of the Walsh
family. He lived to an advanced age, and died, it is supposed, in poverty. The
Elegy on John Mac Walter Walsh, published in the Ossory Archaol. Journal, Vol:II.,
was supplied by him to Father Philip Moore. Of his pedigrees the present writer
has seen none committed to writing except that of the Walshs, of Knockmoylan
Castle (commencing with Robert, husband of Eleanor Blancheville), which is being
reproduced here.

(2) Mathew, who had two sons, viz., (@) Oliver, who about 1760, married, as
her second husband, Ellen Comerford, mother of the Very Rev. Dr. Millea,




Lt

THE PARISH OF BALLYHALE. 21

P.P., Slieverue ; and (b) Nicholas, father of Michael, of Kilbrahan, Rosbercon.
The said Michael, of Kilbrahan, had the following issue :

James, of Kilbrahan.

Mathew, of Ballyreddy.

Patrick.

Knockmoylan Castle fell to the ground about the year 1800. Its site is marked
on the Ordnance Map, a little to the south of Knockmoylan village. The Ordnance
Map also marks “ St. Luke’s Well,” at the extreme southern point of Knockmoylan
townland. Saint Luke’s Well is here a misnomer. Locally the well is called, in
English, Luke’s Well (without the “ Saint ), and tradition derives this name,
not from St. Luke, but from a Luke Murphy, who lived beside, or owned the well,
about 1750. In Irish the well is called Thubber-na-how-dhee (Cobap na a-aba
ouite), the Well of the Black River. It is a holy well. A famous pattern was
formerly held here on St. James’s day (July,25th). :

| KNOCKTOPHER.

Cnoc 4’ tocan, the Hill over the Causeway. The tochar or causeway, from
which the name is taken, was the part of the old Knocktopher road, which crosses
the stream and low-lying boggy land, 40 or 50 perches due north of Knocktopher
graveyard.

Mathew fitz Griffin, seneschal of Munster, and, most probably, son of Griffin
fitz William, who was brother of Raymund le Gros, was lord of Knocktopher in
the time of Hugh de Rous, Bishop of Ossory from 1202 to 1218. He was a great
benefactor of the Priory of Kells, to which he appropriated the churches of Knock-
topher, Kilcolumb (now Castlecolumb), Kilmagrene (i.e., Kilmoganny), Kilknedy
(Kilcreddy) and Kilbecoke (Kilbeacon), in Ossory, as well as other churches in the
Dioceses of Leighlin, Lismore and Cloyne. = He was succeeded in his possessions
by his brother and heir, Raymund fitz Griffin, who appears as the proprietor of
Knocktopher and the new town of Jerpoint, in 1247. In 1293 Knocktopher was
the property of Edmund fitz Milo le Brit. who, in the same year, granted the
castle and manor of * Cnockethowhur,” in fee, to Sir Walter de la Hay, Escheator
of Ireland.

On the 12th October, 1312, Knocktopher passed from Mathew fitz Philip Maunsel,
its then owner, to Edmund le Botiller, father of James, 1st Earl of Ormond, as
appears from the original Latin deed of transfer preserved in Ormond Castle, of
which the following is a copy :

‘“ Universis, &c. Matheus filius Philippi Mauncel salutem. Noverit universitas vestra me
remississe &c. domino Edmundo le Botiller, heredibus et assignanis suis, totum jus et clameum que
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habui, habeo, vel imperpetuum habere potero in castro et manerio de Knoktogher cum omnibus suis
pertinenciis, &c. In cuius rei testimonium hanc quetclamacionem eidem fieri feci sigillo meo signatam.
Hiis testibus : Dominis Remundo le Ercedekne, Johanne de Druhul, Willielmo de Sancto Leodegario
tunc Seneschallo Kilkennie, fulcone de ffraxineto, Nicholao Dunhed, Nicholao de Blaunchville, Roberto
Schorthals, militibus, Howello filio Stephani, Edmundo le Gras, Johanne filio Remundi, Roberto de
Rupeforti, Radulpho de Denne, et multis aliis. Datum apud Cnoktogher xi11 die Octobris, anno regni
Regis Edwardi, filii Regis Edwardi, sexto.”

1356. Foundation of the Carmelite Convent, of Knocktopher, by James, 2nd
Earl of Ormond, and grandson of the above Edmund le Botiller.

1365. The town of Knocktopher, which, according to Lewis, * appears to have
enjoyed the privileges of a free borough by a kind of prescriptive right,” was granted
a weekly market and several fairs, by the King, at the request of the same Earl.

1382. The Earl of Ormond died in his castle of Knocktopher, and was buried
in St. Canice’s Cathedral, Kilkenny.

1487 Sir James Butler, father of Pierce Ruadh, Earl of Ormond, also died in
the castle of Knocktopher. He is buried in the old Augustinian Abbey, Callan.

1571-2. (January 17). Pardons were granted to the provost (s.e., portreeve) and
commonalty of Knocktopher, for a fine of £4.1

1649. Knocktopher Castle was captured by Colonel Abbot, one of Cromwell’s
lieutenants, in the November of this year. Abbot placed a garrison of 20 horse
and 30 dragoons, in the castle, but these were recalled soon after, the place being
considered too far in in the enemy’s country.

1650. Colonel Reynolds was sent with his regiment, from Callan, by Cromwell,
in the month of February, ¢ to remove a garrison of the enemy’s from Knocktopher,
being the way of our communication with Ross, which accordingly he did.” 2

The blowing down of Knocktopher Castle by the Cromwellian cannon, which,
tradition says, was effected from Skarra rock, may be supposed to coincide with
this visit of Reynolds and his men.

1661 Knocktopher was made a Parliamentary Borough, with the privilege,
which it enjoyed down to the Union, of being represented in the Irish Parliament
by two Members.

1801. The town numbered 91 dwellings and families.3

THE ParisH CHURCH OF KNOCKTOPHER.

The parish church of Knocktopher, dedicated to St. David (March 1st), was
appropriated, as we have just seen, by Mathew fitz Griffin, to the Priory of Kells,
in the beginning of the 13th century. At the Reformation it was turned to Protestant
uses, and continued to be the Protestant church of the district, till about 1820,

1 Fiants of Eliz.

2 Cromwell’s Letter of Feb. 15th, 1650, to the Parliament.
3 Tighe’s Survey.

el
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when it was almost entirely thrown down. The only portions of it now remaining
over ground, are the tower ; a piece of the north gable of a side chapel, built up
against the north side-wall of the nave ; and another and smaller piece of the north
side-wall of the chancel.

As far as may now be judged, the church, when perfect, consisted of a nave
and chancel, with a side-chapel off the former, to the north, and the present tower
at its west end. If there ever were an aisle, chapel or transept off the south side-wall
of the nave, there remains no trace whatever of it now. The internal length of the
nave was 63ft., that of the chancel, 24ft. On the site of the chancel, resting against
the remaining portion of the north side-wall, there is an uninscribed altar-tomb.

The tower, which was situated in front of, and was attached to, the west gable
of the nave, is quadrangular up to a height of about 3oft., after which, like the old
tower at Inistioge Priory, it becomes eight-sided. Its full height is about 4oft.
Its under storey served the purposes of a porch, through which admission was
gained to the interior of the church ; the upper storeys were used as a presbytery.
Externally the tower is 18ft. from east to west, and 16ft. from north to south,
The entrance door in the west wall has three orders or arches, each round-headed,
and built of cut gritstone, with a bead moulding around the edge, and carvings
on the capitals underneath the imposts.  The inner arch, or door proper, is oft.
high, that is, 6ft. to the impost, and 3 additional feet from the impost to the apex
of the arch; it is 4ft. wide. This very handsome door might be taken for purely
Celtic or Hiberno-Romanesque work, were it not for the Early English foliage
observable on the capitals of the middle arch. Its date is about the year 1200.
Facing this, in the east wall of the tower, is another lofty, round-headed door,
12ft. high, which gave immediate entrance into the nave.

The north-side chapel is later than the tower by about two centuries. It was
probably built for a mortuary chapel by the Power family, which was long of
prominence in Knocktopher.  Within it, at the angle where the north gable and
east side-wall meet, is a broken floor slab with a raised cross down the centre, an
I.LH.S., and the following raised-letter, Old English inscription round the edge,
and continued on various bands at the lower end of the monument :

[Hic. jaleet. corpus. honesti. ac. discreti, biri, Galfridi. Poloer,
filii. & beredis, Laurentii, Power. Glit. & bheredis. Thome, Poloer,
filit. & beredis, Gulielmi., Power., quondam. b, . . engig. oppidi, ve.
®noctofer, qui. sbiit, rriv. fFebruavii. 1616. et. Margerete. THaton,
urorig. ei.° que, obiit. rr. I[anualrii. 1620, quique. Hor. monumentum,
fieri. fecit. r. Becembris, d.3B. 1610. Galfridus Poler.

TrANSLATION.—Here lie the bodies of the honourable and discreet man, Geofiry Power, (son and
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heir of Laurence Power, son and heir of Thomas Power, son and heir of William Power), formerly
burgess of the town of Knoctofer, who died Feb. 29th, 1616, and his wife Margaret Waton, who died
Jan. 20th, 1620, and who [i.e. Geoffry] got this monument made Dec. 1oth, 161c. Geofiry Power.

THE ANCIENT CARMELITE CONVENT.

The Carmelite Convent of St. Saviour’s, Knocktopher, the ‘ Prima Sedes
or Head House of the Carmelites in Ireland, was founded by James, 2nd Earl of
Ormond, in the year 1356. It
stood, and in part still stands, on
the site now occupied by Knock-
topher Ho., the residence of the
Langrishe family. Many con-
found it with the ancient ruin in
Knocktopher churchyard; but
the truth really is that, though
separated from each other only
by a now disused roadway, both
religious establishments were
entirely distinct, inasmuch as
the Convent belonged to the
Carmelite Order of Friars, while
the parish church, whose ruins re-
main in the churchyard, belonged
to the Canons Regular of the
Order of St. Augustine, of the
Priory of Kells.

Archdall writes that in “ 1396,
Henry Brown was prior ; for this
year, as prior of Knocktopher,
he received a grant of two parts
KNOCKTOPHER ABBEY. of the temporalities of the See
of Ossory, then in the King’s 1
- (Edward II1.) hands.” Seeing that Edward III.'died in 1377, it is clear that the 1
date here assigned to this grant is inaccurate. Probably the true date is 1356, in
which year the temporalities of the See of Ossory were certainly in King Edward’s |
hands. ‘ 4
William was Prior at the suppression of the Convent by Henry VIII., in 1540.

“ Inquisition taken on Tuesday next after the feast of St. Anne, mother of the Blessed Virgin,
34th King Henry VIIL, (July 1542), finds that William, the last warden (i.e. Prior), was seised of the

AR
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said friary, containing two acres, a chnurch and belfry, a chapel adjacent thereto, a chamber, with two
cellars, two castles, a hall called the fraytor [that is, the fratery, otherwise the refectory], a dormitory,
with a castle and two cellars, a kitchen and bakehouse and two orchards, within the precincts, annual
value, besides reprises, 3s. 4d.; also three messuages, seven gardens, and one acre of meadow in
Knocktopher, annual value, besides reprises, 15s.; three acres of meadow in Knocktopher called
Mongowallin, annual value ——; two parks in Knocktopher called the Brockards, annual value,
besides reprises, 4d. ; a parcel of land in Knocktopher called the Clonyngs, annual value, —— ; —,
acres of land in Knocktopher called the Gortnetullyesfelde, annual value, besides reprises, Gs.; an
acre ot Meadow near Monecaisslane, seventeen acres of arable, two woods containing four acres, one
park containing half an acre adjoining one of the woods, and seven acres of pasture adjoining the
other, called Garranismore, both in Knocktopher, and of the annual value, besides reprises, of 19s. 4d. ;
two acres ——, seven acres called Gortloghanisfelde, and four acres, both contained in two parks of
arable land, and called the Alleys; four other acres called Marshillisland, and a messuage and thirty-
seven acres of arable land in Ballywodan, annual value, besides reprises, 10s.; twenty acres of arable
land in Ballyhode, annual value, besides reprises, 6s. 2d.; twenty acres of arable land in Gragyne,
annual value, besides reprises, 6s. 2d.; acres of arable land in Ballygyrdery, alias Grange
Madaniston and Garrane O’Dowgead, and six messuages, four cottages, one hundred acres of arable
land in Ballygyrdery, alias Grange Madaniston and Garrane O’Dowgead, and in Knocktopher,
annual value, besides reprises, 20s.; twenty acres of moor and underwood, called Monecorogan, and
eighty acres of mountain in Knocktopher, Ballywodan, Ballyhode, Gragyne, Ballygyvrdery, ——,
Ophane, and two messuages, a granary, two gardens, and fifteen acres of arable land called Rysesland,
in Ophane, annual value, besides reprises, 2s. 4d.; all in the County of Kilkenny.” !

On the 24th Oct., 1542 a royal grant was made ‘‘ to Robert Eustace and others,
to the use of Patrick Barnewall, of Feldiston, esquire, in consideration of the sum
of £88 13s. 4d., of the site of the monastery of Carmelite friars of Knocktoffer,
county Kilkenny ; lands, Madanston, Knocktoffer, Ophane, Ballywodan, Ballyhode,
Gragyn, Garran O’Dowgeade, and Ballygyrdery alias Grang, county Kilkenny.
To hold for ever by the service of a twentieth part of a Knight’s fee, and a rent of 4s.’

A few years later a grant of same was made to Nicholas White, afterwards
Master of the Rolls, and Knighted, in whose descendants the property remained
till 1677. It then passed by purchase to the Sandfords, and from them to the
Langtishe family.

1645. The following, translated from the original Latin petition presented
in this year, by the Irish Carmelites, to the Nuncio Rinuccini, throws some light
on the later history of the Abbey :

‘* Most illustrious Lord,

“ Our Irish Fathers having been all banished or slain eighty-five years ago, the fountain of Carmel
was dried up, and this chosen Order of the Blessed Virgin, broken up and extinguished, till, at length.
owing to the present favourable condition of this Kingdom, it pleased the Divine Mercy to send, by -
our General’s directions, a little band of our members to take possession of our ancient houses and
re-establish the Order therein. But the old enemy of the human race, envious of this one blessing,
(notwithstanding the fact that all the mendicant friars and many of the monks are in possession of
their monasteries), has done his utmost to secure, not only the non-admission, but even the violent
expulsion of our little flock. For there have risen up against us wicked men, torgetful of God and
themselves, who have expelled us by force and arms from our Convent of Cnoctofer, the only one of
which we had entered on the possession. This was done by Thomas White, who, with sixty others,
scaled our walls by the aid of ladders, and threatened us with death [if we did not take our departure].

1 Archdall’'s Monasticon.
3 Fiants of Hen. VIIIL.
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Perhaps these men, who were Catholics, were then bound by vow to do battle for the Faith! The
Lord will judge if by such action the true Faith is to be served, or, rather, if it be not destroyed,
their vows notwithstanding. We presented an humble memorial to the Most Rev. Lord Bishop of
Ossory, the Ordinary of the Diocese, and to the Supreme Council, but from neither have we got redress
or sympathy. In such gircumstances what to do we know not. We offered a yearly rent for our
church and house, but to no purpose ; so that we have to go here and there like wanderers, not having
whereon to lay our heads. Our monasteries in Ireland exceed twenty-four in number; mostly all
of them are in the possession of Catholics, but they are shut against us. As the regular conventual
life, to which we have all devoted ourselves by solemn vow, cannot, as is plain, be carried out without
a convent, we determined to erect a small structure near our convent of Cnoctofer, where we could
live in community and-practise devotion to the Blessed Virgin according to our vows. And this we
have done, although, to satisfy the owner of the site, we had to sell the offerings of the faithful and
even the very food we were able to procure. But this burden we can no longer bear, as the charitable
offerings are exhausted. Wherefore, Most Illustrious Lord, we depend on you alone to stretch out a
helping hand to us in our miserable state, and to use your influence to procure for us, even though
stripped of all its farms and lands, the bare monastery of Cnoctofer, with its gardens, more especially
as it (the monastery) serves the said Thomas White for no other purpose than that of a brewery or
ale-house. And we shall pray, &c.” !

Notwithstanding this petition the convent continued in the possession of the
Whites, and never again reverted to the Carmelites. It became the residence of the
Langrishe family, probably in the early part of the 18th century ; and portions
of it, including, at least, the kitchen and double-vaulted square tower, still remain
incorporated with Knocktopher Abbey, the Langrishe family mansion.

Trinity Well, the holy well of Knocktopher, is no longer to be seen, being
hidden away from view beneath the boarded floor of the servants’ hall, in Knock-
topher Abbey.

MODERN CARMELITE CONVENTS, KNOCKTOPHER.

For almost a hundred years after 1645, we find no trace whatever of the
Carmelites at Knocktopher.

Tradition states that, in the penal times, the Friars had a convent and chapel
in Mrs. Holohan’s land in Raliuch, part of Castlecolumb ; and that they lived
and ministered there for several years, till their removal to Knocktopher village,
about 1750. - Some remains of their convent and chapel may still be noticed
in Raliuch in the centre of a field beside the public road.

The convent and chapel which they founded at Knocktopher, about 1750,
stood in front of the present chapel, in a line with the road ; they continued in
use for about eighty years.

The present chapel and convent were built in 1834 by the Prior, Father
Eugene Cullen.  On the 20th June, 1843, the chapel was solemnly consecrated
by Dr. O’Connor, Bishop of Saldes.

1 Spicilegium Ossoriense, Vol. 1., pp. 294-5.
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THeE PRIORS OF KNOCKTOPHER.

Very Rev. John Prendergast was Prior of Knocktopher in 1762, as we learn
from the list of subscribers to Dr. Burke’s Hibernia Dominicana. He first appears
in 1739, when he baptized one of the children of Mr. William Shee of Sheepstown.

Very Rev. Hugh Geraghty, a Connaughtman, was the next Prior, and was
resident here for many years. He died 6th Sept., 1820, aged 103 years, and is
buried in the convent chapel.

Very Rev. Martin Reynolds was Prior in 1806 and as far, at least, as 1816.
He is said to have been a native of Moate, King’s Co.; to have been at one time
a Professor in the College of Salamanca, where he numbered among his pupils,
Dr. Marum, afterwards Bishop of Ossory ; and to have been buried in Knocktopher
chapel, in the same grave with Father Geraghty. Very Rev. Father O’Keeffe,
a native of Stoneyford or its near neighbourhood, was Prior in 1831.

Very Rev. Eugene Cullen, a County Wicklow man, Prior from about 1832
to 1850, built the present convent and chapel, in 1834. He closed a long life at
the Carmelite convent, Clarendon Street, Dublin, Feb. 6th, 1879.

Very Rev. Mathew Scally, Prior from 1850 to 1864, when he died, aged 50 years.

Very Rev Father Bruten, Prior, 1864-68.

Very Rev. Father Reddy, Prior, 1868-71.

Very Rev. William Blanchfield, born at Blanchfield’s Park, Gowran, was Prior
from 1871 to 1875. He died Oct. 1900, aged 46 years.

Very Rev. Thomas Davis, born in Thinvaun, parish of Aghavillar, was Prior
from 1875 to 1881.

Very Rev. Michael Daly, Prior, 1881-84.

» » John Brennan, Prior, 1884-87.
» » Thomas Davis, Prior (2°), 1887-95.

» » Patrick Donegan, Prior, 1895-98.
» » Richard Colfer, Prior, 1898-9g.
»» » John Brennan, Prior (2°), 1899-1903.

» » John Brennan, Prior (3°), 1903—

CAsTLES AT KNOCKTOPHER.

GARRISON CASTLE.—This was the residence of the Earls of Ormond, and
stood a few perches south of the churchyard, on the summit of Knocktopher Moat.
The Moat is a circular earthen structure, about 4oft. high, and 50 yds. in diameter
at .top, and surrounded at the base by a deep fosse. In the castle that stood here,
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called Garrison Castle on the Ordnance Survey Map, died James, 2nd Earl of Ormond,
in 1392, and Sir James Butler, father of Pierce Ruadh, 8th Earl of Ormond, in
1487. Tradition states that this castle was blown down by the Cromwellians from
Skarra Rock, beside the Knocktopher Creamery. A huge piece of the masonry,
immensely thick, still projects from the north-west side of the Moat, over the fosse.

Two slabs, formerly inserted in the walls of Garrison Castle, may now be
seen immediately outside the wall of Knocktopher graveyard, to the north. One
shows a shield with the chief indented of the Butler family, and over it, in raised
Old English letters, the word @rmond ; the other has an elaborate sculpturing
of the Ormond family arms, and under it the motto, IBUm gpiro, spero.

MANOR CASTLE stood about 50 yards north of Garrison Castle, to the left of
the road. It was built over the little stream, so that it was partly in the townland
of Barretstown, and partly in that of Whitescastle Lower. In it the old Corporation
of Knocktopher held their meetings. It has been razed to the ground.

BARRETSTOWN.—The Ordnance Survey Map enters *“site of castle” here,
about 40 perches from Manor Castle, on the bounds of the townland of Knocktopher
Abbey.

WHITE’s CASTLE (1) stood about 50 perches north of Manor Castle, close to
Knocktopher cross-roads, in the townland of Whitescastle Lower. Not a stone
of it remains over another.  The site is marked on the Ordnance Map.

WHITE’S CASTLE (2) stood two fields due north of the castle last mentioned,
and was the residence or mansion of the White family, proprietors of Knocktopher
Abbey and Abbey lands, from about 1550 to 1677. (Zradition.) Its walls have
been all taken down. The site is well known, but is not marked on the Ordnance
Map.

CASTLECOLUMB.

This townland is situated in the old parish of Knocktopher. At present
its Irish name is locally sounded Cushlawn-Chulm. i.e., Caplein-Coluim.
O’Donovan writes it Caiplean ©g Coturm, which he translates “ the castle
of the house of Columb.”  The ancient name is Cilt-Coluim, or St. Columb’s
Church. The townland, with that of Flood Hall, formerly Rathtootérny ! (accent
on 2nd syllable), passed from Thomas fitzRichard Cantwell, the old owner, to
James, 1st Earl of Ormond, Aug. 12th, 1440, as appears from the following, the
original of which is preserved at Kilkenny castle :

* Sciant &c. quod Ego, Thomas, filius Ricardi Cantewell, dedi, concessi, &c., Jacobo le Botiller,

1 In Irish it is called Raanoothdrnd, i.e. Rat an Cutapne, the Rath of a man named Tooterny.
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Comiti Ermoniae, omnia messuagia, terras, tenementa, redditus & servicia, cum suis pertinentiis, quae
habeo in Rathinotheran in Manerio de Knoctoffre, & in Kilcolme, seu alibi infra Baroniam de Knoctofire,
una cum omnibus messuagiis, terris, tenementis, redditibus & serviciis, cum omnibus suis pertinentiis
quae habeo infra Baroniam de Ouerke, habenda &c. praefato Jacobo, heredibus et assignatis suis
imperpetuum, tenenda de capitalibus dominis feodii illius per servicia inde debita & consueta &c.
In cujus rei testimonium &c. Datum duodecimo die Augusti anno regni Regis Henrici Sexti post
conquestum decimo octavo.”

Both townlands continued in the possession of the Ormond family till the
close of the 17th century or, perhaps, a little later.

The Church of St. Columb, appropriated to the Priory of Kells early in the
13th century,! stood in “ Bawn-na-cille,” the church field, at a distance of about
30 perches due east of Castlecolumb castle. It consisted of nave and chancel,
the former about 40 ft. long, the latter about 14. Its walls were taken down about
1840, but the foundations yet remain beneath the surface, and, in very dry summers,
can be distinctly traced in the withered grass. The church and graveyard were
enclosed by a large, circular earthen rampart, which was also levelled about 1840.

Except that it belonged to the Earls of Ormond in former centuries, nothing
is known of the history of the ancient strong castle adjoining.

The northern extremity of the townland, about 60 or 70 acres in extent, is
called Ra-liuch, or the Wet Rath. Here it was that the Knocktopher Carmelites
had their first convent and chapel, after the battle of the Boyne.2

KiLCURL.

This was another of the old parochial churches granted to the Priory of Kells,
in the first years of the 13th century by Mathew fitz Griffin.3 In Irish it is called
Kyle-Churrl, i.e., Citt-Caypmit, or Church of St. Cairill.  Bishop Phelan’s List
has : “ Patronus Ecclesiae de Kilkirill, S. Kirillus, 10 Maii.”” The only saint named
Cairill, mentioned in the Martyrology of Donegal, is ‘‘ St. Cairill, Bishop, at Tir-
Rois,” who was a contemporary of St. Colman Ela, and whose feast is set down
on June 13th. Presumably he is identical with the saint of Kilcurl. Very often
the same Irish saint was venerated on different days in different churches.

The church of Kilcurl consisted of nave and chancel. The former was 38% ft.
long and 17} ft. wide internally, the latter 2oft. by 13ft., the walls being 24ft.
thick. The nave, which was evidently much older than the chancel, is gone almost
to the ground, except the west gable, a considerable portion of which remains
propped up by two ancient buttresses. The wall containing the choir arch is also
overthrown.  The remaining walls of the chancel are fairly perfect. The window

1 See p. 21, supra.
3 See p. 26, supra.
3 See p. 2, supra.
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in the east gable was divided by two cut-stone mullions, which, together with part
of the frame, are missing. = There is a closed-up door in the south wall, which
formerly led from a sacristy into the chancel; it is 5%ft. high, and 2}ft. wide,
and round-headed, the arch being turned with thin flags. = The nave and chancel
are not bonded into each other.  There is no holy well, and no tradition of any
patron or of the pattern day.

Kilcurl castle, still almost perfect but uninhabited, was founded, it is
traditionally stated, by an individual called ‘Thraesa mae, or Thraesa the Fat
(meit). In the 16th and 17th centuries it was occupied by a family named
Purcell, who, being mere Irish papists, forfeited under Cromwell.

BALLYBOODEN.—There is here a huge monolith, inscribed with Ogham scorings,
of which Father Edmond Barry gives the following reading :

CORBI XO! MAQI LABRIATT[AS]

CHAPELS.

BALLYHALE.—!

K~NockMoYLAN.—The old chapel of this district stood in Luke’s Well ; it
was built by Father Cassin, P.P., about 1790.  The present chapel was built by
Father Holohan, P.P., about 1812.

PARISH PRIESTS.

REV. JoHN ARCHDEACON appears to have had charge of the parish in 1610 or
1611.2

Rev. JoHN MADDEN was one of the succeeding P.P.’s.  His will, made Oct.
14th, 1668, and proved Feb. 16th, 1668-9, is preserved in the Record Office, Dublin ;
it is as follows :—

“In the name of God, Amen, the 14th of 8ber, 1668.

I, Jhon. Madane, clerke, sicke of body but of perfect sense and memorie, doe make my last will
and testament in manner following.

‘“ First I comend my soule to Almighty God, my Creator and Redeemer, and my body to be
buried under the protection of my Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ in the Parish church of Knocktofer
where my uncle is buried.

“It. I doe leave to discharge my funerall expenses twenty pounds ster.

“ It. The thirtie pounds now in Mr. James Carie's hands of which I bequeath and leave unto
my niece Anstace Madane ten pound.

“It. To Richard Madane her brother five pound.

“It. To my brother William five pound.

“It. To each of my sisters thirtie shillings a peece.

1 See p. 16, supra.
2 See Vol. I., p. 82
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‘“It. I doe leave my cossin Peter Walsh, my brother William Madan and my nephew Richard
Madan to be my executors of this my last will and testament ; and recover all and such debts as is
due vnto me.

‘It. Mr. Thomas Shortall of Killbline owes me fifteene pounds ster. : and gave him in keeping
Jeweles, rings, and a watch the vallue of thirtie pounds ster. or thereabouts.

“It. I doe bequeath vnto fa. Peter Walsh all my bookes, my pixis, surplice and my broade .
cloth shute. My best vestment and challice I doe leave vnto my cossin Peter Walsh to the vse of
the parish of Knocktopher.

‘* I doe revoake, renounce, frustrate and make voide all wills heretofore by me made, and declare
and appoint this my last will and testament, as witness my hand the daie and yeare above written.

‘“ Being present,

“ Nicholas La . . . , his mark “ JoHN MADAN,

¢“ David Duluchuntie, his mark.”

Endorsed :—‘* The last will and testament of fa. John Madane.”

REV. ROBERT SHEE was Vicar—here equivalent to Pastor or P.P.—of Knock-
topher in Aug. 1669. He was still living, July 25th, 1683,"when he is mentioned
in the following passage in the will of one of his parishioners, James Fanning of
Bathsrath (now Baysrath), gent. :—

‘“ sthly. I bequeath to flather Robt. [Shee] 10s., to flather James Tobin 10s. and to give to the
rest of the clergy as ffather Robt. and ffather James Tobin thinks fitt.”

REv. MARK SHEE, brother Dr. Patrick Shee, Bishop of Ossory, was born in
1659, was ordained at Lisbon in 1683, and became P.P., Ballyhale and Aghavillar,
probably about 16go.  He is mentioned in the will of Mr. William Shee of Derryna-
hinch, Sept. 22nd, 1693, thus :—“Item. I bequeath unto my nephew ffather
Marcus Shee a feather bed and five pounds”; in the will of Father Richard
Shortall. P.P., Kilmanagh, Feb. gth, 1711-12; in the will of Father Pierce
Forrestall, P.P., Thomastown, Sept. 12th, 1712; and in the will of Henry Shee,
Derrynahinch, drawn up Sept. 21st, 1729 and signed December, 1730, in which
the testator bequeaths unto his ‘‘ cossens father Mark Shee and to his brother
Doctor Patrick Shee five pounds to each on’m.” Father Shee died April 10th,
1734, at the age of 75.  His chalice was in the possession of the late Very Rev.
Thomas O’Shea, P.P.,, Camross, up to the time of his death, but has since been
taken to Australia by his nephew, Rev. Patrick O’Shea ; it has ‘the following
inscriptions :

(1). ** D. Marcus Shee, Pastor de Knocktopher, me fieri fecit 1718.”
(2) ‘* Do[minjus. Guli[felm]us Knaresbro in signum amic[itijae. Revd. Joani Mullins anno

Domini. 1833.”
(3) *“Quo mortuo venit ad Thomam O’Shea, P.P. Camross, 1854.”

REV. PHILIP PURCELL succeeded. According to a family Register kept by the
Shees of Sheepstown, he baptized Mary Shee, daughter of Mr. William Shee of
Sheepstown, July 14th 1734; James Shee, son of same, Sept. 25th, 1735; and
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Francis Shee, also son of same, Jan. 21st, 1737-8. T His death must have occurred
soon after the last mentioned date.

VERY REv. PATRICK MURPHY, next P.P., baptized Henry, son of William
Shee, of Sheepstown, Oct. 5th, 1740. The Diocesan Register notes his translation
from this parish to Thomastown, May 12th, 1764 but the translation did not
take effect till Aug. 1772.

VERY REV. PETER CREA or CREE, became next P.P., and was translated to
Kilmacow and Mullinavat, March 2oth, 1781.

VERY REvV. JoHN CassIN became P.P., March 21st, 1781, and was translated
to Callan in Jan. or Feb., 1800.

Rev. HENRY KEALY, whose name is sometimes written KELLY, was born in
Skoughathoarish, Danesfort, and was ordained, March 6th, 1784. He was C.C.
under Father Mansfield, in Windgap, from, at least, Feb. 1792 to Feb. 1800, when
he became P.P., Ballyhale.  He died in April, 1801.  His remains were interred
in Knocktopher churchyard, but there is a tradition among his relatives, that they
were secretly conveyed thence, a night or two after burial, by his former parishioners
of Windgap, and re-interred near the door of Windgap chapel. ‘‘ Amabiles in
vita sua, in morte quoque non sunt divisi.”

Rev. JAMES GORMAN, appointed P.P. in April or May, 1801, was translated
to St. Canice’s, Feb. 2nd, 1802.

REv. WALTER HOLOHAN was born in the Hill of the Bridge, beside Bennets-
bridge, but in the parish of Danesfort, about 1758, and was ordained on the same
day as Father Henry Kealy, his first cousin, and predecessor as pastor of Ballyhale.
After his return from the Continent, he was C.C. Glenmore from 1791 to 1799 and
of Callan either before or after that term. He became P.P., Ballyhale in Feb.,
1802, and having governed the parish 21 years, died May 14th, 1823, and was buried
in Ballyhale churchyard. @ Father Holohan was grand-uncle of the Very Rev.
James Holohan, now P.P., Rosbercon.

. REv.CHARLES KAVANAGH, brother of Rev. Edmund Kavanagh, P.P., Danesfort,
was born in Whiteswall, Galmoy, in 1762. He was ordained in 1792, after which
he served as C.C. in Freshford, Gowran, Durrow and Danesfort ; and was promoted
to the pastoral charge of Ballyhale and Aghavillar, in May or June 1823. He died
at his residence in Moonroo, July 13th, 1847, in his 85th year, and is buried in
Ballyhale chapel.

After his death Ballyhale and Aghavillar became distinct parishes.

VERY REV. ROBERT O’'SHEA\, first P.P. of Ballyhale after the division, was brother
of the Very Rev. Thomas O’Shea, P.P., Camross, and was born in Cappahayden,

1 See Journal of the R.H.A.A.I., Vol. II1.,, New Series, May, 1360.
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Kilmanagh, May 1st, 1801. He studied in Burrell’s Hall and Birchfield, and
was ordained by Dr. Kinsella, at Pentecost, 183r. In July following he was
appointed to St. Mary’s, and served there as C.C., and subsequently as Adm.,
for more than 16 years. =~ While still Adm. of St. Mary’s, he was promoted to the
dignity of Archdeacon of the Diocese, in 1846. On the 21st Sept., 1847, he became
P.P., Ballyhale. He died at his house in Knockwilliam, Jan. 5th, 1883, and is
buried in Ballyhale churchyard.

Rev. THoMAS DELAHUNTY, born in Castleinch, St. Patrick’s, in 1833, studied
in St. Kieran’s College, and afterwards in Maynooth, which he entgred for Humanity,
Aug. 28th, 1853. After his ordination in Summer 1861, he was Chaplain in Kilkenny
Workhouse, and then C.C., Tullaherin, Kilmanagh, Ballyhale, Slieverue, and
Ballyfoyle, till May 1883, when he returned as P.P. to Ballyhale. In June 1886
he ceased to administer the parish. = He died in Belmont Park, Waterford, Oct.
3rd, 1898, and lies buried with his relatives in the churchyard of Grange, Danesfort.

Rev. JaMEs HENNEBERRY became next P.P., Dec. gth, 1898. He resigned
the parish, July 1gth, 18g9.

REv. WALTER WALSH, born in Grange, Mooncoin, was baptized Aug. 29th,
1849. Having studied in Maynooth, and been ordained in Summer 1876, he
served as C.C. in St. John’s, Tullaroan, Slieverue and St. Canice’s, and was promoted
to Ballyhale, July zoth, 1899.  He died, after a brief illness, Jan. 2nd, 1903, and
is buried in Ballyhale churchyard.

Rev. JoHN DoOYLE, present P.P., succeeded.
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CHAPTER III.

THE PARISH OF DUNNAMAGGAN.

¥ HIS parish, separated from Windgap in 1826, is made up of the
: civil parishes of Dunnamaggan (except the townland of Bays-
rath), Ballytobin, Kilree, Kells (except the townlands of
Garrynaman, Kellsborough, Kellsgrange, Killiny and Viper),
and about four-fifths of Kilmoganny. Its area is about 15,752
stat. acres.

DUNNAMAGGAN.

Both O’Curry and O’Donovan write this name, in Irish, 'Oun na m-vogdan, which
the former translates * the fort of the soft eggs *“ (buggawns), the latter * the fort
of the bogs.”  Neither their rendering of the word, nor their interpretations of
same can, however, be admitted. The parish is mentioned in three different
14th century lists of Ossory Churches, in the Red Book of Ossory, under the forms
Donimegan, Donymegan and Donymgan ; and in the Pafent Rolls of the year
1412, as Donnymgane.  This, coupled with the fact that the local Irish sound
of the name is Dhoon-im-é-gawn (the ¢ sounded very lightly, accent on last syllable),
leaves no room for doubt that the true Irish form is 'Dun-1mgdin, 1.e., Imgan’s Fort.
O’Donovan himself when treating of the parish of Rathangan (in Irish, Rat-imgan,
and at first anglicized Rathemegan), in the Co. Kildare, writes that the name Imgdn
is a proper name, signifying Vulnerator, and was of frequent occurrence in ancient
Ireland. = Hence Dunnamaggan should have been anglicized Dunnamgan, or
Dunamagan (accent on am), and not under its present form. @ The same name
appears, in the Co. Roscommon, as Donamén (accent on am), but there the g
of Imgan loses its sound through aspiration.

-
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The parish of Dunnamaggan became impropriate in the Prior and Canons of
Kells at an early date, and continued so down to the Reformation.

The PArisH CHURCH was about 6oft. long, and was not divided into nave
and chancel. = The east gable has been razed to the ground. Some fragments
of the south-side wall and west gable yet remain, preserving, however, no traces
of door or window.  The north side-wall, still almost perfect, is 10 or 11ft. high,
and 3ft. 2in. thick, and is built of very large stones, some of them being 6 ft. or
more in length.  Near its east end is a small doorway with round arch turned with
small rough flags laid on the edge ; it measures 2 ft. 5} in. in width at the ground, and
2ft. 4in. above, at the turn of the arch, and is 5ft. 3in. high ; the sides as well as
the arch are built of unhewn stones ; over it, on the outside, a carving of a human
head projects from the wall, but the features are now undistinguishable, the stone
being of grit and much weather-worn. Near the west end is a large door, also built
of rough stones, with arch slightly curved on the outside, and round-headed on
the inside. The windows, or rather loops, in this wall deserve notice. The
most easterly, situated opposite the altar, is flat at top ; splays widely at the sides,
both within and without ; is built of rough stones ; and measures 1ft. g4in. in height,
by only 4 in. in width.  About the middle of the wall is another loop, splayed only
on the inside, and measuring 2ft. 2in. in height, and about 4 or 5in, in width. The
third loop, near the west end, is 1ft. 6in. high and 4in. wide, each of the external
sides being formed by a single stone laid on end ; it is flat at top. This wall is very
strongly built, and is all the work of the same period and of the same builder. As
its details are Celtic with some traces of Gothic, its erection may be assigned to
the last years of the 12th century, or the beginning of the 13th.

Two corbels projecting from the internal face of the side-wall, near the west
end, show that the church was provided with a gallery.  In the graveyard is
the head of a trefoil window of the ogee pattern, divided by a mullion. This window
was situated in the east end of the church, and must have been an improvement
effected there during the 15th century.

The baptismal font has been removed to Dunnamaggan chapel, where it
now serves as a holy water stoup ; it is of ancient pattern, fluted on the sides, and
resembles the fonts of St. Canice’s Cathedral, Gowran church, &c.

DuUNNAMAGGAN Cross.—The graveyard is large but of unusual shape, its
length from north to south being considerable, whilst it is rather contracted in
width.  There are many inscribed head-stones, but none that call for special
notice. The most interesting of all the monuments is a grand old Celtic cross
standing upright in its pedestal, at the distance of 8ft. from the north side-wall
of the church. When O’Curry visited this place in 1839, he found the cross broken,
its shaft alone remaining in the pedestal, whilst the fragments of the arms and

DI
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top lay on the ground beside it. So it remained till 1852, when the Rev. Cecil
Russell, the landlord of Dunnamaggan, having had the broken pieces fitted into
their proper places, and firmly joined together with'iron cramps, re-erected, and
thus restored, as far as he could, this venerable relic of the piety of former times.

The Cross is of freestone. It is 5ft. 4in. high, 2ft. 8in. in width across the
circle enclosing the arms, and 8in. thick.  The shaft tapers slightly, being 1ft. 43in.
wide below, where it fits into the socket, and 1ft. 6in. wide immediately under-
neath the circle. The pedestal,
which has one gradus or step, is
1ft. gin. high, 3ft. 4in. long, and
24ft. wide.  From this it will be
seen that the full height of the
cross and pedestal, taken together,
is 7ft. 1 in. The arms of the cross
do not project beyond the circle ;
the top projects, however, but only
an inch orso. In the centre of
the circle, on the front or western
face, are some remains of a carving
in relief, which seems to have
represented the Crucifixion. Cor-
responding to this, on the opposite
side, is a boss partly worn away.

On the front of the shaft
there is a sunk panel with a
carving about 2 ft. in height,
representing a bishop, or abbot,
arrayed in vestments, with a
crozier in his left hand ; his right
hand is raised in the act of im.
parting a blessing ; there is no
mitre ; the head is tonsured, and
a small fringe of hair overhangs
the forehead. The top of the crozier, representing the crook, is broken away. This
effigy bears a striking resemblance to that found in St. Leonard’s well close by, and
to be noticed immediately ; indeed, it appears to have been the model after which
the latter was fashioned.

On the back of the shaft there is another sunk panel with an effigy—also about
2ft. high—representing a female, with something like a wheel carved partly on her

CELTIC CROSS, DUNNAMAGGAN.
VIEW FROM WEST.
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left shoulder, and partly on the margin beside it. This figure probably represents
St. Catherine.  The face, which is fairly well preserved, wears an expression of
great mildness. On each of the sides of the shaft there is also a sunk panel with
a carving of a human figure, smaller than either of those on the front and back,
but whose identity cannot be easily established. = Over each of the larger effigies
there is a zig-zag or indented line running across the shaft. The cross has no
other trace of ornamentation.

It is very strange to find this
cross at the north side of the
church. The explanation seems
to be, that the original church
of Dunnamaggan stood several
yards nearer to the north than
the present ruin ; that the cross
was set up while the former
church was still in use ; and that,
when the later church was built
on another site more to the
south, the cross was left un-
disturbed in its old position.
Tradition makes this one of the
Seven Crosses marking the graves
of the Seven Bishops murdered
in Lismatigue. .

Within the graveyard, at
the south end, there is a small
circular enclosure, about 8ft. in
diameter on the inside; the en-
closing fence is 3ft. high ; there is
anarrow doorway on the south
side ; and a fosse, still traceable, CELTIC CROSS, DUNNAMAGGAN.
surrounds all. This is called VIEW FROM EAST.
a “Raw” (rath) by the people
of the locality ; and certainly it is one of the smallest raths in Ireland. Possibly
it marks the site of a hermit’s cell.
Dunnamaggan Castle stood about 120 yds. due east of the church, in or beside

James Carroll’s haggard, but it was completely destroyed many years ago.

St. LEONARD.—O’Curry was unable to find out the pattern day of Dunnamaggan,
though it must have been very well known in the parish, in his time, as it is at
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present.  The pattern was held on St. Leonard’s day, Nov. 6th, if that day fell
on Sunday ; should the saint’s festival occur on a week day, then the pattern was
held the following Sunday. In Bishop Phelan’s List, St. Leonard, Abbot (Nov. 6th),
is entered as patron of Dunnamaggan. St. Leonard was a Frenchman of noble
birth.  Though brought up in paganism, he had the happiness, at an early age,
of being converted to the true faith, and ever after led a life of great austerity and
sanctity, sometimes as a monk in a monastery, at other times as a hermit, and
again as a missioner converting the pagan and the sinner by his preaching and
example.  One of the principal traits of his character was his charity towards
prisoners and captives, to whom he often afforded temporal and spiritual help,
and whose release from their chains he was often instrumental in effecting. He
died about the year 559.1

ST. LEONARD’s WELL, in Irish Thubber-sin-Leedndrth (accent on Lee), is
midway between the old .church and present chapel of Dunnamaggan. It is
within a circular enclosure, . the rampart of which is almost levelled. The pilgrimage
used to begin within the enclosure, at the well ; was continued thence to the road ;
and then along the road, to the present chapel, where it ended. = The well is now
very neglected.

ANCIENT STATUE.—When cleaning out this well, about 1800, the Brennans,
who owned the land, found there an alabaster statue, presumably of St. Leonard,
which they reverently preserved at their house in Dunnamaggan. For many years
after its discovery, in cases of dispute among the neighbours, the contending parties
were accustomed to make declarations with hand placed upon this statue, believing
that testimony thus given had all the binding force of an oath. = About the year
1875, Mr. James Brennan of Dunnamaggan, the representative of the finder,
handed over the statue to St. Kieran’s College Museum, where it is now preserved.
It is about 12in. in height, and represents an ecclesiastic robed in sacred vestments
and holding a crozier or staff in his left hand. The head of the statue has been
broken off and lost.  As already stated, this statue appears to be an exact copy
of the effigy sculptured on the front of Dunnamaggan Cross.

St. LEONARD’S BusH, called Crown-san-Leeanarth, is a hoary old sceach,
150 perches, or so, west of Dunnamaggan Church, in the corner of a field in the
townland of Lacken-draygawn. Formerly Mass used to be celebrated beneath it.
It was, and still is, held in great veneration. Until recent years natives of the
place would never think of emigrating without bearing away with them a sprig
or chip cut from Crownsanleeanarth, as a preservative against shipwreck on their
voyage to foreign lands.  Similarly, during the cholera visitation, in 1832, the

1 See Butler’'s Lsves of the Saints, Nov. 6.
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people carried about with them little scraps from the bush to save themselves
from the prevailing epidemic.

Killindra, also called Killeendra and Killandrew, is a very small townland
close to, or joining, Dunnamaggan, The forms of the name suggest that a church
once stood here, but no tradition of the existence of such now survives.

DANGANMORE.

This name might be taken to signify the big fort or fastness; its local
interpretation, however, is * the great fence,” cly being the Irish word used in this
part of the country to signify an ordinary fence or ditch, and daingean to signify
a large, strong fence such as may be often seen separating one ancient townland
or parish from another.

Danganmore church, in Irish, Teampull &' 'Daingin. is now a complete ruin.
The west gable is destroyed ; much of the north side-wall, and small portions of
the other walls remain.  There was no division into nave and chancel. No
tradition, holy well, or memory of the patron.  This church was a ‘ Capella
belonging to the Priory of Kells down to the great Suppression.

In the graveyard there are a few inscribed monuments, only one of which, viz.,
that of the Ryans of Danganmore, is of interest ; it mentions Peter Ryan, Esq., of
Danganmore, who died Aug. 31st, 1828, aged 79 years ; his daughter, Anne Ryan,
aged 17; his father, John, aged 86 ; and his brothers, Edward and James, the
former 44, the latter 30 years of age. In the next grave to the south, lies John
Peter Ryan, Esq. (better known as ‘ Johnnie ”’ Ryan), of Back-Lane, Kilkenny,
a Catholic gentleman of great prominence in his day, who died very old about 1845.

The Castle of Danganmore stood 150 yds. south of the churchyard, but only
a fragment of it may now be seen. Here dwelt the ancient family of the Comerfords
of Danganmore. The Ryans, their descendants and successors, lived, not in the
castle, but immediately beside it, in a large, old, slated house now occupied by
a farmer.

At the entrance to the bosheen leading from the public road, at Ballintee,
to Danganmore castle, there was formerly a wayside cross. = The cross itself is
now missing, and its whereabouts unknown, although old men, living in 1850,
remembered to have seen it iz situ.  The pedestal, which still remains, is a large
four-sided stone, about 3 ft. high, and 1 ft. g in. in length and breadth ; the sides
are polished like marble, but have neither lettering nor ornament ; the edges
at the top are chamfered. Placed on this pedestal, at present, is another four-
sided block of limestone, about 1 ft. gin. every way, and rough and uneven at
the top ; it does not appear to have originally formed any part of the Cross, but
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probably rested on the top of a pier, or some similar structure, of stone and mortar ;
two of its sides are smooth like those of the pedestal of the cross ; on the other two,

that is on the front and right side, is the following raised letter Old-English
inscription : .

. . ate p’ atab® wni Rich.

Comerford & Joanae . Sleger.

Rich. obiit 5 Ortos 162 . . Catherina fenell me
[9]0. obiit 3 Orto. 1622. [fie]rt fecert 29 April
Rich, Comerf, Junior [&] QAno dni 1636.

TRANSLATION.—Pray for the souls of Mr. Richard Comerford and Johanna St. Leger. Richard

died Oct. 5th, 162[4], Johanna died Oct. 3rd., 1622. Richari Comerford junr, and Catherine Fennell
got me made, April 29th, 1636.

The word ¢ Sleger,” it will be remarked in the above, must be read after

1 3nailaz >+ for want of space, or for some other cause, it had to be transferred
from the front to the right side of the stone.

THE COMERFORDS AND RYANS OF DANGANMORE.

The Barons, or Fitzgeralds seem to have been the old owners of the castle
and townland of Danganmore, as tenants of the Ormonde family, to whom the
fee-simple of the property belonged. The Comerfords are first mentioned in
connection with the townland in 1571, when Richard Quemerford boy (i.e. buive,
yellow,) fitz Richard of Deinginemore, horseman, received a pardon.! As Richard
Comerford fitz Richard of Danginmore, gent., he was again pardoned, in 1601.2
Black Thomas, Earl of Ormond, must have reposed great confidence in him, as
he appointed him trustee to some of the settlements of land made by him upon
his heir, Sir Walter Butler. Mr. Comerford’s descent is as follows : Richard boy
Comerford of Danganmore, (brother of Thomas Comerford of Ballybur castle,
who died in 1588), son of Richard Oge Comerford, son of Richard Roe Comerford,
son of Richard Comerford and of his wife, Ellen Freny. He died in 1624, at an
advanced age, and is buried in Kilree. With his wife, Johanna St. Leger, he is
commemorated in the inscription above.

Edmund Comerford, his eldest son and heir, who is described as of Danganmore,

t Fiants of Eliz.
2 Ibid.
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in the Co. Kilkenny, and of Mohubber, in the Co. Tipperary, died in Jan. 1629-30.
Thomas, eldest son and heir of Edmund, was 21 years of age at his father’s death,
and married ; he is described as of Derryleigh, now called Castlemorris, which
townland he forfeited in the Cromwellian confiscations ; if he had any issue, there
is no mention of such.

Richard Comerford, who, with his wife, Catherine Fennell, erected the inscribed
stone at Ballintee, must have been another son of Richard boy. He is mentioned as of
Danganmore, in 1658 and 1659, and he paid 6s. hearth money for his house there,
in 1664. He died soon after, leaving his family in straitened circumstances,
as appears from a document in Kilkenny castle, in which his widow, Catherine
Fennell, petitioned his Grace the Duke of Ormond, that, '

 Whereas after the death of her husband, she was unexpectedly left in great arrears to his Grace,
and nothing to pay withal, her husband having supposed that all arrears were discharged on his last
account at Dublin with his Grace’s Commissioners, upon delivering up the deeds of mortgages of
Shortalstown, Danganmore, and Cluanmacshanboy,! {100 sterling taken in annuity from Mr. Peter
Shee, £100 sterling paid to Mr. James Bryan of the city of Kilkenny, and £100 upon Cluanmacshanboy
« « « « . [he] might commiserate the unableness and low condition of his oratrix, and the accep-
tance of the deeds, &c., aforesaid, and to discharge her from all arrears, and give her a lease of ye
farme of Danganmore and Shortalstown for 21 years, for a considerable yearly rent, toward the better
enabling and maintaining of his oratrix, and the future subsistence of her children.”

~ This petition appears to have been favourably entertained, as the widow and
her children continued in possession of Danganmore; and it is, moreover, on
record, that a lease of Danganmore, for 3 lives, was made out to the representative
of the family, no doubt Catherine Fennell herself, on the 25th March, 1671.

In 1680, Danganmore was settled on Charles Fitzgerald, on the occasion of
his marriage with Catherine Comerford. @ This lady was, it may be presumed,
the daughter (or grand-daughter) and surviving heir of Richard Comerford and
Catherine Fennell, and is the * Cathaleen Comerthoon,” of Danganmore, so
famous in local tradition. = She appears to have had no issue by Mr. Fitzgerald.
On the death of Mr. Fitzgerald, which occurred some time after 1691 (in which
year he was attainted,) and before 1700, she married a Mr. Ryan of the Silvermines,
in the Co. Tipperary, a gentleman who had lost his property in the late Williamite
war.

The issue of this second marriage, according to the Kilkenny Archeol. Journal,
April, 1864, was an only son, Jeremiah Ryan. This is, however, most likely,
inaccurate, as Mrs. Catherine Ryan, widow, to all appearance identical with"
Mrs. Catherine Ryan of Danganmore, by her will dated from Danganbeg, Feb.
1738, after first directing her remains to be interred with her ancestors in Kilree,

1 The mortgage of ‘‘ Clon McShane Boy,” in Co. Kilkenny, to Richard Comerford, signed
* Ormonde,” is dated May 3rd, 1645.
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leaves her property to her fwo sons, James and Jeremiah. The will also contains
the following clause : o

“I leave and bequeath to my grndson, John Ryan, one suit of vestments with altar linen, missal
and large gilt chalice & to remain for ever in the family & that I mdy be prayed for yearly.”

Jeremiah Ryan, who succeeded to the Danganmore property, at his mother’s
death, married a Miss Peppard, in 1721, and died in Kilkenny, in April 1758.
His wife survived him many years, and died in High Street, Kilkenny, in 1794, at
the great age of 104 years.

John Ryan, of Danganmore, their eldest son, entered the French army and
served in the Irish Brigade, at the battles of Dettingen and Fontenoy. After
about seven years’ service he returned to Ireland, and in his place a commission
in the French army was given to his younger brother, who subsequently attained
the rank of a general. The said John Ryan married Anne Ryan, of the city of
Kilkenny (daughter of Timothy Ryan and Mary Knaresborough, his wife ; sister
of Edmund Ryan, M.D., Kilkenny; and aunt of the Very Rev. Timothy Ryan,
Catholic Dean of Ossory), and died in Irishtown, in May 1806, aged 83 years.
His wife survived him and died at the Parade, in January 1812. They had
issue :

(1) Peter, of Danganmore, who died in 1828, aged 79. By his wife, a Miss
Wall, he had an only daughter, who predeceased him.

(2) John Peter, of Back Lane, Kilkenny, who died very old and unmarried,
about 1845.1

(3) Jeremiah ; of whom presently.

(4) Henry ; baptized in St. Mary’s parish, Kilkenny, April 7th, 1756 ; died
without issue.

(5) Joseph ; baptized in St. Mary’s parish, April 7th, 1756 ; died without
issue.

(6) Edward ; died without issue.

(7) James ; died without issue.

(8) Margaret ; died without issue.

(9) Elizabeth ; baptized Nov. 6th, 1754 ; died without issue.

Jeremiah Ryan above, son of John and Anne Ryan, lived in the city of Water-
ford, married Miss Margaret Burke, of the Queen’s Co., and had issue a daughter,
viz.,

Mary Ryan, born in 1795, who eventually succeeded to the Danganmore
property. In 1820 she married Michael Theobald Langton of the old Kilkenny family

1 See p. 39, supra.
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of that name, and died in London, Jan. 22nd, 1864. She had the following
issue :

(1) Henry Michael Faustinus Langton, eldest son and heir, of Southwick
Place, London, and of Danganmore, Captain of the Louth Rifles in 1864.

{2) Theobald Arthur Lambert, born 1830.

(3) Francis Albert Romuald, born in 1840.

(4) Mary Frances Christina, married, Aug. 1845, Peter Grehan, Esq. of Gresham
Terrace, Kingstown, and of Gortkelly and Glencree, Co. Tipperary.

(5) Margaret Caroline Felicia, a Sister of Charity ; died Oct. 11th 1856, at
St. Vincent’s Hospital, Dublin.

(6) Josephine Jane Simeona, a Nun in the Ursuline Convent, Blackrock,
Cork.

(7) Eleanora Mary Susanna, died at Versailles, unmarried, Sept. 8th, 1847.

(8) Eliza Mary Frances.

Captain Langton as heir and representative of the Comerfords and Ryans,
holds the fee-simple of Danganmore and Ballintee, paying out of the former a
small chiefry to the Marquis of Ormond.

BALLINTEE.

Irish speakers call this townland Bolliantece.  The name signifies Tew’s Town ;
and is derived from the old Anglo-Norman family of Tywe, Tew, or Tue. = Walter
Marshall, Earl of Pembroke from 1241 to 1245, granted Thomas Tywe the castles,
messuages, &c., in the town or hamlet of Westcourt, Callan, which were afterwards
sold to Edward Comerford, on the 13th Nov., 1638, by the grantee’s descendant,
Robert Tywe of Birr. Nicholas Tywe is mentioned in connection with a lawsuit
about a holding in Knocktopher, in 1499. John Tywe was chamberlain to James,
the White Earl of Ormond ; his son, Nicholas Tywe, made a deposition relative
to the entailment of the Ormond title and property, in 1516, being then 67 years
of age. The last of the name on record in Kilkenny was the Very Rev. Nicholas
Tue, a Catholic Canon of Ossory, in August, 1669.

Part of the original Ballintee is now a separate townland, which the people
correctly call ““ Tewstown,” but which appears on the Ordnance Map under the
incorrect form ‘‘ Tuitestown.”

There are two wells in Ballintee, bearing Irish names. One is beside a rath,
and is called Thubberadhangan ; the other is called Thubberadaneesach, from people
named Dennison, whe lived near it.

Vinesgrove, or Grawnavinnia, has its name from an Anglo-Norman family
named Vyn or Vine, which had settled down in Co. Tipperary, and secured estates
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there, soon after the English Invasion. Lughsullish, another townland near
Dunnamaggan, means Lough of the Light. Newtown, also in this parish, has the
curious Irish name of Bollialuggizh (Daite o’ Liogain), the town of the Tuogap
i.e., of the Gabbling.

BALLYTOBIN.

The parish of Ballytobin, originally called Ballagh, or the Pass, was granted
at the Norman Conquest to one Reginald Albemar. Like so many others of the
first invaders, Albemar died without male issue ; he had an only daughter, however,
who married Adam Tobin (son of Thomas, son of William), and by him had a son
and heir, Adam Tobin, Knight. = Thus Ballagh passed to the Tobin family, and
from them came ta be called Ballagh-Tobin. The local Irish sound of the name
is Ballagh-a-Thobeena, i.e., Deatat &’ Tovinig, or Tobin’s Ballagh.

Ballytobin parish became impropriatc in the Prior and Canons Regular
of Kells Priory at a very early date.

The church of Ballytobin, dedicated to the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin
(Sept.8), is still a very substantial ruin, the four walls remaining to their original
height, except the west gable, the top of which has fallen. Externally it measures
about 4oft. by 27ft. = The entrance door is in the west gable ; it is framed with
grit, is broken at the top, damaged at the sides, and to all appearance is quite
old enough to belong to the pre-Norman times. Towards the east end of the south
side-wall there is a flat-headed window with a dripstone or moulding at the top ;
opposite this in the north wall there is another flat-headed window, somewhat
higher up and without any moulding.

In the centre of the east gable there is an arched recess, 14 ft. wide at the base
and 11 or 12 ft. high, and having a modern doorway constructed init.  This was
probably a chancel arch. At the south side of it there is a credence ; at the north
side, a locker.  About 1867, portion of the interior of the church was excavated
to a depth of 8ft., in order to construct a burial vault for the Bakers of the adjoining
Ballytobin Ho.  During the operations, three human skeletons were found resting
on the solid rock ; they were supposed to be the remains of ecclesiastics, secular
or regular, and were again interred close by. ~ Within the ruin is the baptismal
font, which is entirely devoid of ornament and presents no abpearance of antiquity.

In the beginning of the 1g9th century, a Mrs. Baker, who then occupied Bally-
tobin Ho., utterly destroyed the graveyard, alleging its too close proximity to
her residence as her reason for such a sacrilegious proceeding. = No interments
have taken place here since.

Baltytobin Ho., a fine modern mansion, only 100 yds. north of the church,
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probably occupies the site of the old residence or castle of the Tobins. = About
200 yds. north of this there is, or was, till a few years ago, an old residence of the
Hall family. Between both houses tradition locates a draw-well, the exact position
of which, however, is unknown, into which the Tobins cast several articles of
value on the occasion of their hasty flight from Ballytobin at the approach of
Cromwell and his army.

In 1653, Ballaghtobin and Croghtabegg, the property of David Tobin, were
granted to Ralph Hall and William Baker ; and on the same occasion, Caherlesk,
which also belonged to David Tobin, was granted to Sir Henry Pierce. =~ The modern
townland of Ballyhall, in Irish Ballagh-Hall, was clearly the part of the old townland
of Ballaghtobin allotted to Ralph Hall. Moonawsa, bog of the f4ra¢, or wilderness,
a townland bordering on Ballytobin, has been very appropriately so named.
Croghtabeg, another neighbouring townland, is sometimes and correctly anglicized
Littlefield, Cpo¢ca being the Irish for a croft or field.

Caherlesk is called, in Irish, Cohir-léshk, i.e., Catap-leipe, or Lesc’s stone fort.
There is a holy well in this townland, nearly opposite Whitechurch ; its name is
Thubber-na-Mydan, (Tobap na Mwuigoine), the [Blessed] Virgin’s Well.

KILREE.

Kilree is pronounced exactly alike in English and in Irish. It is usually
taken to signify the Church of the King, that is, CitL-Rig ; but this explanation
appears to be inadmissible. It is possible that the original form of the word is
Cilt-fpaoié, which might mean (1) the church situated in the fraech or heath,
or (2) the church of a saint named Fraech, who is entered in the Mart. of Donegal
on Dec. 20th. We believe, however, that the true Irish name is Citt-Ruioéy, s.e.,
the Church of St. Ruidhche (pronounced Ree). St. Ruidhche was a female saint.
She is commemorated in the Mart. of Donegal, on Feb. 8th, as ““ Ruidhche, Virgin,”
and in the Mart. of Tallaght, on the same day, as * Ruidhchi, Virginis.” Kilree,
near Bennetsbridge, is certainly called from St. Ruidhche, for it is mentioned as
“Kell-Rudi ” in the confirmatory grant made by King John, when Lord of
Ireland, to the Abbey of Jerpoint.

The parish and church of Kilree have had St. Bridget (Feb. 1st.) as patron for
many centuries. ‘“S——"" is mentioned as “ Decanus de Kilry,” or Dean of
Kilree, in the Episcopate of Felix O’Dulany.  The parish belonged to the Dean
and Chapter of the Diocese, in 1259, in which year they handed it over to the Priory
of Kells, in exchange for some other benefice.

The Church of Kilree consists of a nave and chancel ; and, though long roofless,
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its walls remain substantially pertect.  The Nave is 28ft. gin. long and 18ft. 8in.
wide. It has a very ancient door in the centre of the west gable, measuring 5ft.
11in. high, and built of small rough stones ; on the outside it is 2ft. gin. wide at
the top, and 2ft. 10in. at the ground ; on the inside it is 2ft. 10} in. wide above
and below ; it is flat-headed, the top being formed of one large, undressed limestone
flag, 3 ft. gin. long, 10 in. in depth, and extending through the full thickness of the
wall, 7.e., 2 ft. 10in. This door was built up ages ago, and continued so till
quite recently when it was cleared of the blocking-up masonry and again fully
exposed to view. Amniae project in front of the gable containing it.

CHURCH AND ROUND TOWER, KILREE.

In the south-side-wall, near the west end, there was a door, now destroyed,
which was evidently broken out there when the door in the west gable was closed
up.  The original semi-circular choir-arch, framed on the western or outer edge
with cut blocks of grit-stone, yet remains. At the time the door was changed
from the west gable to the south wall, this arch was remodelled to suit the taste
then prevailing, not, however, by pulling down the already existing work, but by
constructing a smaller arch in the pointed style underneath it.  The original arch
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is 13ft. 4in. wide, and 12 ft. g in. high ; the later arch, g ft. 6 in. wide and 11 ft.
2 in. high. The nave has no other features of interest.

The Chancel is 32 ft. 7 in. long, externally, and 19 ft. wide. A door lately broken
out in the east gable has destroyed the central east window. O’Donovan, who
saw part of this window, describes it as being large and decidedly modern. If
his statement be true, it must then be supposed that the window was merely a late
remodelling of a smaller and very much more ancient one, whose place it had usurped.
A peculiar feature of the east gable is, that at each side of the central window
there is another small window, at a height of 1o ft. from the‘ground. Both these
windows are of Celtic pattern. = That at the Gospel side is about 2 ft. high, with
Rat lintel and sloping sides, the frame being of cut grit-stone ; the other, at the
Epistle side, is the same as this n every way, except that on the inside it splays
only on the north side. = Those windows being situated so high over the level of
the church, the writer was unable to reach them in order to secure accurate
measurements.

In the south wall, opposite the altar, there is a round-headed window, the
arch being formed out of a single stone ; the frame is of grit, with a chamfer
on both the inner and outer edges ; about 6 or g in. of the base has been broken
away, but has been restored of late years ; the upper or ancient part, still uninjured,
is 2 ft 4 in. in height, 8 in. wide at top and 8} in. wide below. On the inside this
window is flat-headed, and widely splayed at the sides. Opposite it, in the north
wall, was another window now destroyed. There is a broken sacrarium or
credence between the south window and the east gable.

Though O’Donovan considered the chancel much more modern than the nave,
a careful study of both will lead to the conviction that, with the exception of some
patchwork in the north wall of the chancel, they belong to the very same date.
As its characteristics are so strongly Celtic, and at the same time betray no traces
of ornamentation, this church can scarcely be later than the year 1000.

None of the many tombs in the graveyard call for special notice. =~ Within
the chancel are :

(1) A coffin-shaped slab with incised cross, but uninscribed.

(2) A floor-slab in the north-east corner, with raised floriated cross in relief
running down the centre ; it has the following raised-letter, Old English inscription
around the edge :

¥ B $. Pir jacet Thomas FPowling quond[am] Bng e
Rilri @B, Meceeeerrriini vi Die Me(n]g{ig] Mail.

TransLATION.—Here lies Thomas Howling, lord of Kilri, the 11th day of the month of May,
AD. 1534..,
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(3) An altar-tomb in the north-west corner, in good condition ; on the front
panel are carvings of the instruments of the Passion ; the end panel is plain ; the
covering slab has a raised cross in the centre, and a raised Old English inscription
around the edge, thus :—

“Pir. jacet, PBng. Richardus. Comerford. quondam, Ve, Wangin-
more, qui. obiit, [date left uncut] et. Bna. IJoanna Ht, Leger, uror.
eis, pia. hogpitales, et, admodum, in, omnes, migericors. matrona.
quae. obiit. 4. die. Grtobs, A. 1622.” ~

TRrANsLATION.—Here lie Mr. Richard Comerford, formerly of Danganmore, who died . .
and Johanna St. Leger, his wife, a matron pious, hospitable, and charitable to all, who died Oct 4th
1622,

For an account of Mr. Comerford and his family, see pp. 40-41, sugra.

KiLREE RounD TowER.—At the distance of a few yards to the north-west of the
west gable of the church, stands a fine Round Tower, which the Irish-speaking
people call Cliggéch-Chill-Ree, i.e., the Cloigtheach, or Round Tower, of Kilree.
See O’Donovan’s letter #nfra for a description of this Tower.

KiLReg CELTIC CrRoss.—See O’Donovan’s letter infra.

ToBAR-BRIGHDE and GLOON-BRIGHDE.—See O’Donovan’s letter snfra.

THE HowLiNGs, OR HOLDENS, OF KILREE.

The Welsh or Anglo-Norman family of Howling or Holden (called in Irish,
Ooleeng), were the old owners or ““lords ” of Kilree. Thomas Howling was lord
of Kilree in 1534, as appears from his monument above. David Howling of Kilrie,
gent., was pardoned in 1567, 1571, and 1587. James Howling of Kilry was one
of the Constables of the Barony of Kells, in 1608. Nicholas Howling forfeited
Kilree, under Cromwell, in 1653.  The old residence of the Howlings stood at
Mr. Fleming’s place in Kilree.

Danganbeg belonged to another branch of this family. Edmund Howling fitz
James, of Dangen-begg, was pardoned in 1552, and William Howling, of the same
place, in 1571-2.  David Howling, of Danganbeg, was Constable of the Barony
of Kells, in 1608.

On the 20th Sept. 1639, Edmund Howling, gent., had a grant, in virtue of the
Commission for the Remedy of Defective Titles, of half the castles, towns, and land
of Howelstown alias Ballyheyle, Coulmain, Killenemagine and Corgraig. - He
‘forfeited, in 1653, and was transplanted to Connaught the following year.
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There are many Howlings still along the Walsh Mountain, and elsewhere in
south Kilkenny, but they always call themselves Holden. The tradition among
them is that their real name is Walsh, and that they belong to the old Castlehale
stock.

‘O’DONOVAN’S ORDNANCE SURVEY LETTER ON THE PARISH OF KILREE.
. ‘* Thomastown, Sept. 16th, 1839.

“ The name of this parish is now distinctly pronounced in Irish as if it were written Csll-Righ,
the church of the King ; and the tradition preserved in the vicinity accounting for the name is, that
it was called Csll-Righ, the church of the King, from one of the Kings of Ossory, who was killed at
a ford, about } a mile to the east of the church, called Killossory, and buried near a stone cross lying
to the west of the church. This church is dedicated to St. Bridget, after whom a holy well lying to
the north-east of the church, about one furlong, is called Tobar Brighde. It springs from under a
remarkable rock situated to the right of the road as you go from Kells to Kilree. Stations were per-
formed, and a pattern was held at this well, not many years since, on St. Bridget’s day, the 1st Feby.
Between this well and the church there is a stone called Glun Brighde, in which St. Bridget is said to
have left the impressions of her two knees and hands while praying ; but the impressions in this stone
are certainly the work of nature.

‘“ From these monuments it is obvious that the church was erected by, or dedicated to St.
Bridget, and that it was a church of importance will appear from what is to be said presently ; but
it is very strange that we have no historical reference to this church under the name Kill-Righ, which
seems a very ancient form of the name. Colgan, in giving a list of the churches founded by, or dedi-
cated to St. Bridget in Ireland, mentions two in the Diocese of Ossory, and in that district of it called
the territory of Magh Lacha. These he calls Cill Brighde Major and Cill Brighde Minor. The Magh
Lacha is no longer remembered as the name of a territory, and no such distinguishing adjuncts as
major and minoy, or their Irish equivalents mor and beg, are now remembered to be or to have been
added to any Kill Brighde in the’ Diocese of Ossory. There are at present two churches in this
diocese called after St. Bridget, but so far asunder as that they could hardly have been in the same
territory, unless indeed the territory of Magh Lacha was very extensive; the one is situated in the
barony of Ida and still distinctly called Cill Brighde, and the other about one mile west of the town
of Callan. Could the church called Cili Brighde Major be this church of Kilree, and Kill Brighde
Minor the Kilbride near Callan ? I think not, for we learn from the Royal Visstation Book of 1615,
thirty years before Colgan, that Kilree was then DISTINCTLY called by that name :

‘ Ecclesia de KiLREE ] Rectoria impropriata. Nicholaus Jackson, Curatus, minister legens.

¢ Cur. residens ] Ecclesia et cancella reparatae cum libro communionis.’

* The Kilbride in Ida, which gives name to a parish, seems to be the Kill Brighde major of Colgan,
but where his Cill Brighde minor is it will be difficult to determine, until the situation and extent of the
tegritory of Magh Lacha be discovered.

“ The old church of Kilree, though it looks modern, it having been remodelled and enlarged not
many centuries since, still contains a considerable partion of the work of the tenth or eleventh century.
1t consists of nave and choir, like all the old Irish Damhliags ; the nave measuring in length 28 ft. 9 in.
and in breadth 18 ft. 8 in., and the choir, which was much enlarged a few centuries since, 32 ft. ; in,
in length by 19 ft. o in. in breadth. The walls of the nave are 3 ft. o in. thick, and those of the choir,
which are centuries more modern, 2 ft. §in.

* There is a doorway in the west gable, now built up and its characteristics entirely hidden from
view on the outside by a buttress built up against it to prevent the gable from falling ; but its charac-
teristics appear on the inside. It is 2 ft. 9 in. wide at the top, and 3 ft. 2 in. at the bottom, and ;5 ft.
o in. [in height] from the present level of the floor. The lintel is a large limestone flag, measuring
in length 3 ft. 9 in., and in depth 10in., and seems to have extended the entire thickness of the wall.
When this doorway was built up (as I have shown to be the case in many other churches), another
was broken on the south wall within 4 ft. 9 in. of the west gable. This is now reduced to a formless
breach in the wall, but there is little doubt that it was in the pointed style, There was also a window
near this doorway, which is destroyed.

“ The original choir arch (mirabile dictu) remains and is semicircular. * But at the time the door-
way was removed to the south wall, this was remodelled, not, however, by destroying the round part
of the arch (as was the case in other churches), but by building a small arch in the pointed style under

VOL. 1V, o B
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it. The original part of this arch is 12 ft. 9 in. in height from the present level of the floor, and
13 ft. 4 in. wide, and the modern part 11 ft. 2 in. from the level of the floor to the apex of the arch,
and 9 ft. 6 in. wide. The thickness of the wall is 2 ft. 94 in. The ancient part of this arch is built
of grit stone chiselled, and the modern part of limestone hammered and very rudely constructed.

‘“ There are some rude modern windows in the choir but not worth description. There was a
large window in the east which is decidedly modern, and now nearly destroyed.

“ There7are three [two ?] inscriptions of the 17th [sic] century, in the Latin language, but I could

- not spare time to clean the
stones to decipher them.

‘‘ A short distance to the
north-west of the west gable
of the church stands a very
ancient round tower called in
the Irish language throughout
the country Cligtheack Chill’
Righ, i.e. the Belfry of Kilree.
It is 50 ft. in circumference
at the base and 9 ft. in
diameter on the inside. Its
doorway faces the south and
is round-headed, measuring
5 ft. 9in. in height, 1 ft. 9}
in. in width at the top, and
2 ft. oin. at the bottom. The
wall is 4 ft. 4 in. thick. This
doorway is constructed of
splendid blocks of granite,
while the rest of the tower is
built of limestone. The first
storey, placed under the
doorway, was dark; the
second was lighted by the
doorway ; the third was
lighted by a small window,
now much injured, placed in
the west side about 28 ft.
from the ground ; the fourth
by a small quadrangular win-
dow formed of four rude
stones and placed in the
north side; the fifth by a
quadrangular window placed
in the east side; the sixth
by four quadrangular win-
dows nearly facing the four
cardinal points. There ap-
pear to have been four other
apertures over the sixth
storey immediately under the
Bencover of the tower, which

CELTIC CROSS AND ROUND TOWER, KILREE. is now destroyed. See Wake-
man’s sketch.

“ A ladder of ropes had been lately placed within this tower, by which one can easily climb to
the top, where a wooden floor is firmly fixed. The tower is built of long limestones, flags of ynequal
size mixed here and there with some square blocks of the same stone, and a few blocks of granite.

‘“ About 60 yards due west of this tower stands a beautiful [Celtic] stone cross, wl}ich is ev'fdently
coeval with the tower and original church of Kilree, that is the church erected here in the primitive
ages of Christianity, of which no part remains. . .

‘ The cross is rudely sculptured but exhibits no heads or other forms of men or animals, like the
crosses of Kells and Durrow. It is formed of granite and measures in height from its pedestal 7 ft. o in.
Its shaft is 1 ft. 53 in. in breadth and 1 ft. 2 in. in thickness, From the pedestal to the arms measyres

-




THE PARISH OF DUNNAMAGGAN. 51

3 ft. gin., over the arms 2 ft. 4 in., and across the arms 3 ft. 7 in. Its pedestal is a fine block of
granite 2 ft. 9 in. by 2 ft. 5in., and 10in. over ground.

“ This cross is a very remarkable monument—perhaps coeval with Christianity in this part of
Ireland. It is so firmly fixed in its pedestal that it is apt to brave the fury of the storms till the day
of judgment. See Wakeman’s sketch.

** It surprises me much that we have no historical reference to this ecclesiastical establishment
under the name Cill-Righ. 1t was certainly a church of St. Bridget’s.” -

KILLOSSORY.

Killossory, a subdivision of Rathduff, is situated about a mile south of Kells,
at the point where the road from Kells to Knocktopher crosses the little stream
separating the townlands of Rathduff and Stonecarty. During recent centuries
the name was mostly used to designate the ford, i.e., *“ Killossory ford,” which
crossed the stream here, and which now gives place to * Killossory bridge.” The
name by which this ford is known in Irish is Auchdléshézheen(ot-CitL-Laipnéin), s.e.,
the Ford of St. Laisrén’s Church.

Several saints named Laisrén, otherwise Molaissi, are commemorated in the
Irish Martyrologies ; but it is probable that the St. Laisren of Killossory was
identical with St. Laisrén, or Molaissi, the first Bishop and patron of the Diocese of
Leighlin, whose feast occurs on April 18th.

Tradition hands down that the Church of Killossory, or, as it should have
been called, Killeshereen, stood close to the ford here, and that it was deserted and
became a ruin several centuries ago. Since then its remains have disappeared
so completely that its exact site is now a matter of uncertainty. It may have
stood either () in the small green field beside the ford, to the west of the road,
where black earth, such as is always to be found on the sites of ancient graveyards,
has been dug up, also old horse shoes &c. ; or (b) on the very brink of the ford,
where a forge till lately occupied the site of an ancient mound composed for a
great part of black, graveyard earth, and removed about 1820 ; or (¢) within the
old “ raw ” (rath), in the furze, about 20 perches east of the ford.

Redmund Eugene Shee, born at Rathduff, in March 1775, removed to France
at an early age, and was ennobled there under the title of Baron de Shee. He
was son of Henry Shee, of Rathduff, son of William Shee of Sheepstown, son
of James Shee of Derrynahinch, who was 1st cousin of Dr. Patrick Shee, Bishop
of Ossory. The Baron died in 1849, leaving by his wife, Mary Murphy, of College
Green, Dublin, a son, Richard Michael Valentine Shee, born in 1802, and married
in 1839. A farmer named Geoffry Comerford now occupies the Shees’ place in
Rathduff. :

KELLS.

There is no mention of Kells, in Ossory, in Gaelic records ; but, as Irish speakers
E‘l



52 HISTORY AND ANTIQUITIES OF THE DIOCESE OF OSSORY.

throughout the Co. Kilkenny, when using the native tongue, invariably call it
Kdnndnds (accent on first syllable), its original Irish form, beyond any doubt,
is Ceanannur, which is also the Irish original of Kells in the Co. Meath. The name
Ceanannup signifies, according to O’Donovan, the head seat or residence, and in
this he is well borne out by the Four Masters, whose Annals, under the year of
the World, 3991, have the entry :—* After Fiacha Finnailches had been twenty
years in the sovereignty of Erin, he fell in the battle of Breagh, by Bearnghal.
son of Gedhe Ollghothach. It was by Fiacha Finnailches that Dun-cuile-Sibrinne
t1.e., Ceanannus [in Meath] was erected. @Wherever ' his habitation was [placed]
Ceanannus was its name.”” From this Dr. Joyce justly concludes that each of
these structures, erected by King Fiacha for a residence, and designated in the
first instance by the name of Ceanannus, was a dun or circular earthen fort.!

The site of the dun that formed the head or royal residence of Ceanannus in
Ossory is still marked by Kells ““ Moat,” a great circular earthen mound alongside
of Kells chapel. This moat is clearly artificial, and, if we are to credit tradition,
has a ‘“‘ house ” #.e., a chamber, within it. It rises to a height of about 60 feet
over the level of the adjoining street, and is 32 feet in diameter at top.
As at Skirke, Portnascully, and elsewhere, it formed the citadel and part of the
ring of a large circular enclosure stretching to the west, and containing the build-
ings which formed the ancient residence. Soon after the Anglo-Norman Invasion
the earthen rampart surrounding the enclosure was partially levelled, and a strong
high wall of stone and mortar, heptagonal in shape and for the most part still in
fair preservation, erected in its place; at the same time the old Irish residence
within the enclosed area was replaced by a new structure known as the castle, or
manor house, of Kells.

O’Donovan was strongly of opinion that in ancient times Kells was the principal
seat of the Kings of Ossory.2 We must grant that it was, at least, one of their
principal residences, if we are to believe all that tradition—which, however, often
exaggerates—tells of the great extent and importance of the city that stood here
in the remote past.3 In connection with its long departed glories, there is a local
saying or prophecy, viz., “ Kells was, Kilkenny is, and Callan will be the finest
city of the three.” '

In medizval documents Kells is almost always called *“ Kenelis ”” or * Kenlis.>
which is a corruption of Ceanannus, by the usual Irish substitution of one liquid

1 Irish Namess of Places, Vol. 1L, p. 23s.

3 Four Masters, Vol. 1., p. 1192.

3 According to tradition, the ancient city, or town, of Kells extended as far south as the Shown-
¢rawd (Old Street) at Chapel Izod gate; its western limit was the * Old Street,” in Highrath. Tkie
distance from the Showntrawd to the Old Street, around by the present town of Kells, would be about
hyee Irish miles,
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for another ; it is also referred toTas ‘“ Kenlis in Ossoria,” and occasionally as
“ Kenlis in Momonia,” to distinguish it from Kenlis in Meath. The name is now
and has been for the last two centuries, softened into Kells.

Geoffry fitz Robert de Monte Maurisco, the original Anglo-Norman grantee
(under Earl William Marshall, senr.,) of the Barony of Kells, and founder of Kells
Priory, was also the first founder of the medizval town of Kells. He planted the
new town with burgesses, no doubt Anglo-Normans like himself, and gave them
a charter which secured them various privileges.

William fitz Geoffry, son of Geoffry fitz Robert, confirmed, by his charter, the
privileges granted by his father to his burgesses of Kells, and gave them others
besides. This charter contains the following clauses :

‘1 have granted also to these my burgesses, common of my woods for building and fuel, in my
woods in the east part of my land of Ewena, and in the north part of the same land of Ewena, as far
as the land of John de Erley. Moreover I have granted to these my burgesses of Kenelis, common
of pasture of the small island which is around my castle of Kenelis, as far as the boundary wall of my
garden and castle. Also I have granted to these my burgesses of Kenelis, that they and their heirs
have and hold, of me and my heirs, their burgages, with the outlying lands, and all their appurten-
ances, according to the same meres and bounds, granted, given and assigned unto them by Geofiry
fitz Robert, at the first building of:-the town of Kenelis.”” (Concessi etiam eisdem burgensibus meis
communionem boscorum meorum ad edificia sua facienda et ad focum suum, in boscis meis in parte
orientali terre mee de Ewena et in parte boreali eiusdem terre de Ewena usque ad terram Johannis
de Erlega. Propterea concessi eisdem burgensibus meis communionem pasture de illa parva insula
que est circa castellum meum de Kenelis usque ad fossatum gardini mei et castelli mei. Item concessi
eisdem burgensibus meis de Kenelis quod habeant et teneant, ipsi et heredes sui, de me et heredibus
meis, burgagia sua cum terris forensicis et omnibus aliis pertinenciis suis per easdem metas et abundas
per quas Galfridus filius Roberti in prima edificacione de villa Kenelis eis concessit, dedit, et assignavit.)

The witnesses to the above charter were: [ ], Bishop of Ossory,
Mathew fitz Griffin, Maurice fitz Maurice, Henry fitz Henry, William Maillard,
Thomas, Parson of Callan, Roger de Pembroke, clk., Henry le Blund, Gilbert of
Dunhanegan, Bricius of Dunhanegan (Dunamaggan), and Adam de Hereford.

John fitz Geoffry, brother and successor of William fitz Geoffry, by a new charter,
confirmed to the burgesses of Kells common of his woods and pastures

‘ from the oak that stands in Gortenclevan on the east, to the east part of my land of Even,
and from that east part of the same land to the land of Henry de Erley on the north part, and from
that north part of the same land to the corner of Herbert Dod's land, which corner is opposite the
same Herbert's Ragt (Rath ?) on the north part. . . . . I have moreover given and granted
and confirmed, fully and firmly, to these my burgesses and their heirs, all the privileges and free
customs given and granted to them by Geoffry fitz Robert, my father, and William fitz Geoffry, my
brother.” (ab illo quercu qui stat in Gortenclevan in orientali parte usque ad orientalem partem
terre mee de Even, et ab illa orientali parte eiusdem terre usque ad terram Henrici de Erlegan in
parte boreali, et ab illa boreali parte eiusdem terre usque ad angulum terre Herberti Dod, qui
angulus est contra Ragt eiusdem Herberti in parte boreali. . . . . Dedi insuper et concessi,
bene et firmiter confirmavi e¢isdem burgensibus meis et heredibus eorum omnes libertates et liberas
consuetudines quas Galfridus filius Roberti, pater meus, et Willelmus filius Galfridi, frater meus, eis
dederunt et concesserunt).

Witnesses :—Thomas de St. [Aubin], William Barete[n], Geoffry dé Ba (s.e.,
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Bath), John le Fleming, Knights, Thomas, Parson of{"Callan, [ ] de
Utkelega (i.e., de Erlega, or de Erley), Geoffry Scortall, Gilbert Thunder, John Cotel,
John de Ken, William Scortall, Hugh Devoneus, Reginald, chaplain, and others.

A.D. 1252. The Lord William de Bermingham burned the town of Kells.?

A.D. 1316. On Palm Sunday in this year, Edward Bruce took possession of the
town, and rested here immediately before the battle of Ascul, in the Co. Kildare,
where he overthrew the army brought against him by the Lord Justice, Edmund
le Botiler, and Arnold le Poer.

A.D. 1327. (Nov. 29). “ The town and almost the whole Barony of Kells, in
Ossory, were burned by the Lord William de Bermingham and the Geraldines.” 2

This petty war between the Geraldines and the Lord Bermingham, on the one
side and Arnold le Poer, who had been granted the manor of Kells, after the De
Monte Mauriscos, on the other, arose from the offence taken by Maurice fitz Thomas,
the poet-Earl of Desmond, at being contemptuously called a “ rhymer,” by the
said Arnold le Poer. Arnold was soon after excommunicated by Richard de
Ledrede, Bishop of Ossory, for his connection with the famous witchcraft-cam-
heresy case of Alice Keteller, and, being imprisoned in Dublin Castle, died there,
unabsolved from the Church’s censures, March 14th, 1329. He was succeeded in
the manor of Kells by his son, Eustace le Poer, who, joining in the Earl of Desmond’s
rebellion, was made prisoner at the siege of Castle Island, in the Co. Kerry, Nov.
21st, 1346, and two days later was hanged, drawn and quartered for high treason.

A.D. 1346. “ The Barony and Lordship of Kenlis, which belonged to Eustace
le Poer, are granted by the King to [Lord] Walter de Bermingham.” 3

This grant included the manor of Kenlys, which consisted of one messuage ;

. one water mill ; two carucates and qo acres of land ; 7 acres of meadow ; a turbary ;

the sum of £3 11s. 8d., burgage rents ; £7 16s. 53d. rents of the freeholders; and
a toll in Kenlys, with the pleas and perquisites of the court there ; also 127 acres
of land ; 43 shillings burgage rents ; a toll and a turbary in Dunnymegan, with the
pleas and perquisites of the court there ; and 14 acres in Duyn.4

The manor subsequently passed to the Butler family ; and we find the title
of Baron of Kells in Ossory conferred on Richard Butler, Lord Viscount Mount-
garret, when raised to the peerage, in 1550. By Inquisition of Oct. 3o0th, 1621,
Richard, 3rd Viscount Mountgarret, was found to be then seised of the manor
of Kenlis, consisting

“of the Bawn (fortilagium) of Kenlis, and 20 messuages and gardens in Kenlis; Godinscourt
and the lands of [ ] Godin in Kenlis; Cottelsland in Kenlis, called ‘‘ the long garden ' ;

1 Avchdall.

2 Clyn's Annals.

3 Ibid. .

¢ Pat. Rolls, Ed. IIl., an. 20. n. 70.
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Garrynefinsheoge ; [Goodinsmill] and 10 small acres of land pertaining to the same ; and of the court
baron and court leet, parcel of the said manor; a penny from 20 messuages; 1 garden and 200 acres
of land within the town of Kenlis, formerly belonging to the Prior of Kenlis; 2s. 2d. a year for the
custom of Ailewicke due of the burgesses of Kenlis; 6s. from William Shee from his lands in Kenlis ;
3s. 8d. from the lands of Nicholas and James Butler in Kenlis-fields; 6d. from the lands called
Brenock’s land in Kenlis-fields ; 14d. from the lands called Unis land in Kenlis; 6s. from two-thirds
of the lands called Comsey's land; 6d. from Daniel Dullihonty’s lands; 3 farthings from Donal
McLaghlin’s lands ; 3 farthings from Daniel Duffe’s lands; 3 farthings (all the burgesses and inhabi-
tants of Kenlis, between the Cross and Godinscourt, owe suit of court, &c.) from the town and lands of
Kirgehill otherwise Kirrihill; 13s. 4d. from the lands called Kiflmoganny; 13. 4d. from Gortcoller ;
6d. from the parcel of land called Dowker’s crofte; 1s. 10d. from the land called Owneybeg; 6d.
from the town and land of Owneymore otherwise Rossenarrowe, suit of Court; from the vill called
Cottrel's-towne, 1d.; from the vill called Rogerstowne, suit of court ; from the vill of ‘* Killree de le
Steeple,”” ss.; from Cottrel’s-grove otherwise Grovebeg, 7s. 6d.: from the land called Kent’s-land,
18d.; from the vill and land of Dangenbeg, held of the said lord of the manor by suit of court, from
Rathsrath [recte, Bathsrath, now Baysrath] held of the said manor by suit of court, from Tuestowne
held of the said manor by suit of court, and from the vill called Henry White’s-towne, 6d.: which
manor of Kenlis is held of the King in capite, by Knight's service. The said Richard, Viscount
Mountgarret, is likewise seised of 1 castle, 10 messuages, and 13} acres, great measure, in the town
of Downeamogan, within the said county, together with the customary ploughs, viz., 1 reaping hook
& 1 weeding hook, &c., and 6 acres in Kenlisfields called Tinehaty.” !

In the Cromwellian confiscations of 1653, the Lord Mountgarret forfeited all
his possessions in and around Kells, except portions of the townlands of Good-
winsgarden and “ Garrinemanne.”

The suppression of its great Priory, in 1540, must have proved a very serious
blow to the town of Kells; Cromwell’s confiscation, a century later, sounded its
death-knell. During the.last two centuries it has been what it is to-day, a poor
straggling village with only a few dozen houses and no trade or industry whatever.

THE CASTLE oF KELLs.—The charter of William fitz Geoffry to the new town
of Kells, as quoted above, makes mention of the * Castle of Kenelis ’ and of the
“small island ” in which it was situated. There are no remains of this castle
now. It stood at the west side of the Moat, as already stated, within the area
enclosed by the ancient wall. Part of it had to be removed to make room for the
present chapel of Kells ; the rest was thrown and used as road metal, about 1864.
The “little island *’ on which it stood is formed by the King’s River, and another river
that flows under the small bridge of Kells. It now forms two fields of about equal
extent, separated from each other by Kells street. The field on the east side of
the street presents no feature of interest ; that on the west, called in Irish, Mooneear-
a-Vawin, (i.e., the Bawn Meadow), and, in English, * the Bawn,” contains the
Moat, and the site of the castle, with its enclosing wall.

KEeLLs MARKET Cross.—It stood originally on the roadside, opposite the gate-
way leading to Bosheen na gcorp, that is, the bosheen that formerly led from the
public road down to the Priory and Priory graveyard. It was removed thence to
the south corner of the field in which its pedestal now lies. Later on it was again

1 Inguwis. Lageniae, 31, Jac. L.



56 HISTORY AND ANTIQUITIES OF THE DIOCESE OF OSSORY.

removed to its present position, which is only a few yards distant from the spot
on which it was first set up many centuries ago. The cross itself is missing, ‘and
the time and manner of its disappearance are unknown. What is now called *‘ the
Cross,” merely consists of a great circular stone, wide and thick, in the centre
of which is fixed an ornamental cut-stone pedestal, with a socket cut into the top
surface for the reception of the cross.

KEeLLs PArRISH CHURCH.—The old parish church of Kells was used as a Protestant
place of worship till about 1850, when it was deserted ; it is now a ruin. The
eastern portion of the building is modern. The western end, the walls of which
are fully three feet thick, dates from before the Reformation ; as all its characteristic
features have, however, been destroyed, it is now impossible to form any idea
of its exact date. In the churchyard wall, beside the road and close to the
church door, there has been inserted portion of a stone effigy in relief, re-
presenting the breast and waist of a human figure with the right hand resting
on the former. The graveyard is now almost entirely used for Protestant in-
terments, but few Catholics having been buried here of late years.

Down to the Norman Invasion, St. Kieran, of Saighir, was patron of Kells
parish and parish church; soon after the old patron was laid aside, and both
parish and church were dedicated to the Exaltation of the Holy Cross.

PRIORY OF THE CANONS REGULAR OF ST. AUGUSTINE, KELLS.

The foundation of Kells Priory is usually and, as far as can be judged, quite
accurately, assigned to the year 1193. The following account of this important
event has been translated from a Latin Abstract of the ancient Register of Kells
Priory, made by Sir James Ware, in 1628, entitled Ex Registro Chartarum
Monasteris B. Mariae de Kenlis in Ossoria, and now in the British Museum,
Vol. 418, Lansdowne :

“ Memorandum. The Lord Geoffry fitz Robert, Baron of Kenlis, first came to Ireland with
William Marshall, the Earl, and the same Geoffry acquired the Barony of Kenlis in Osscry, and the
Barony of Esgren and Gren in Munster. The same Geoffry afterwards founded the House of Kenlis,
in honour of the Blessed Virgin Mary, by the advice of the said Earl, which foundation was confirmed
by Felix O’'Duflan, of blessed memory, then Bishop of Ossory. And because there were not then
any English Canons Regular in Ireland, the said Geoffry appointed the four priests officiating in the
church of St. Kieran of Kenlis, and whose residences stood around the church of St. Kieran, to take
the place of the Canons, until such time as he could procure a supply of these Religious Brethren.
Afterwards the same Geoffry crossed the sea to Bodmin, in Cornwall, and brought back with him to
Ireland, from the House of Bodmin, four Canons, viz., Reginald de Aclond, Hugh le Rous, Alured
and Algar. The said Reginald was made [first] Prior, [which office he held| for 26 years. He was
succeeded by Hugh le Rous, who was subsequently the first Bishop of Ossory of English birth, and
who rests at Kenlis. . . . . After a long time the Lord Thomas fitz Anthony founded the House
of Inistiock, and requested the Prior of Kenlis to send Brothers Algar and Alured to the House of
Instioc to reform and train up the other Canons (ad reformandos et instruendos ceteros canonicos).
And so Alured was made Prior of Instioc. And Algar having been sent to the Roman Court,
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to secure certain privileges required for the common good ot both Houses, tarried tnere for a long
time, and was promoted by the Pope to an Episcopal See in Lombardy ; and thus it was, according
to the chronicles, that he never became Prior of Kenlis.”

The original charter of the founder is no longer extant. A second or con-
firmatory charter, granted by him between 1202 and 1211, is translated
as follows from a somewhat abbreviated copy of same to be found in Ware’s Ex
Registro, &c., quoted just now :

‘“ Know all present and to come, that I, Geoffry fitz Robert, for the salvation of my own soul
and the souls of my predecessors and successors, have founded a religious House in my land in Ireland,
in the territory of Ossory, in the vill called Kells, for the honour of God and his glorious Mother Mary ;
and that I have made this grant by the advice, and with the consent, and for the spiritual welfare of
my Lord, William Marshall, who is the chief Lord of the said country, and who has confirmed by his
charter the aforesaid House and all my gifts and grants thereto. I have made it also at the desire
and with the consent of my wife, Eva, who, for her part, confirmed the House, &c. I have also given
&c., all the ecclesiastical tithes and dues of my lands in Ofathi, and especially of the Chapel of my
Castle of Kenlis, &. Moreover I have given to the aforesaid Prior and Canons, three carucates of
land between the town of Kenlis and the town of Kilry, &c.; all the ecclesiastical tithes of Pengran,
Ballimacpistan, Ballincorcaedha and Rathanielan, &c.; the lands of Disertmoholmoc, with the

churches, &c. Witnesses, H[ugh], Bishop of Ossory; G[ilbert], Archdeacon; O[do], Dean, and
Official of the same Bishop,”’ &c.

By another charter the founder grants, for the spiritual welfare of William,
the Earl [Marshall], and of his Countess, Isabella, and of himself and his wife,
Eva de Bermingham, three other carucates of land beyond the River Ree (ultra
aquam de Righi), around the vill called Rathalivi, to the north &c.; [confirms
the grant already made of] the vill of Kilfiny and the church of the same place,
the church of Gree, &c. ‘I also wish and ordain, that, on the death of R[eginald],
the present Prior, or of any of his successors, the Canons of the same House shall
be free to elect a new Prior, on this condition, however, that they make their
election either from their own house or from the house of Bodmin. I also agree
to and confirm the agreement entered into between the church of Bodmin and the
church of Kenlis.” 1

It is to be regretted that Ware, in making his Abstract of the Register of
Kells, neglected copying therein a full list (and it must have been a long one) of
the churches and chapels granted to the Priory by its founder. This list was
largely increased by other benefactors, especially in the 13th century, as will appear
from the following record of grants of various kinds to Kells Priory, taken from
the said Abstract, and in the order in which they occur there :

[Circa A.D. 1240]. John fitz Geofiry grants five acres of meadow, in the moor of Kilry.

1203. William Marshall, Earl of Pembroke, grants two carucates of land in
Ardelouth (Ardaloo), and another carucate between Andrew L'Archier’s land and Kilkenny.

[Circa 1.20). John de Sumerford grants the lands of Corbally in Odoch.
[Circa 1200]. Felix, Bishop of Ossory, admits Hugh, Prior of Kells, to the Church of Kilfintby

1 Ware's Abstract Ex Registro &c. de Kenlis.
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(Killiny), with the 1o acres of glebe (terrae sanctuarii) adjoining, on the presentation of Baldwin de
Hamptonsford.

[Circa 1200]. Baldwin de Anteneford grants the church of Kilinthy (Killiny) with 1ojacres of
land, and the chapel of Newtown which is now a mother church (cum capella de nova villa quae nunc
est matrix ecclesia).

1259. The Prior and Convent exchange the churches of Rathmedone and Kilkes (Kilkeasy),
with the Dean and Chapter of St. Canice’s, for the church of Kilry.

1227. Agreement between R., Prior of Kenlis and A., Prior of Inistiock, regarding the
lands and churches of Disert mense.

[Circa 1200]. Baldwin de Hamtemesford grants Ofothil in the Cumsy (Comsey) viz., Moydeshill
and Kilmenman (now Kilvemnan).

1287. Confirmation of said grant of the Church of Moydassell, by Dfavid], Archbishop
of Cashel, Arthur, the Dean, and the Chapter of same.

[{Circa 1220]. William de Luboth grants the lands and tithes of Kildebenan, Arbean and
Ballirosseryan.

[Circa 1230]. G[riffin], Bishop of Lismore, confirms the grant of the aforesaid tithes.

[Circa 1230]. Mathew fitz Griffin grants the church of Finmach.

[Circa 1230]). Griffin], Bishop of Lismore, confirms said grant.

[Circa 1212]. Walter de Cantwell, Lord of Drummacbarran in Hely, gave two carucates of land
in Monastera, and the tithes of all his land there.

Philip Hacket grants the chapel of Kilcolm, near Brenan Hely [¢{.e. Barnane Ely,
now the Devil’s BitjMountain, Co. Tipperary].

[Circa 1230]). Terricus Croc grants the chapel of Inchanle.

[Circa 1230). Marianus, Archbishop of Cashel, confirms the grants of the church of Dromac-
barran and of the tithes of Rathdunan, Inchamleaf and Tromlic.

[Circa 1220]. Henry, Bishop of Emly, confirms the grant of the church of Grene.

[Cérca 1230]. Mathew fitz Griffin grants the churches of Killalech and Thullachles (now
Tullylease, Co. Cork), with four Knight's fees.

1237. Dfavid], Bishop of Cloyne, confirms the grant &f the church of Tulachles.

[Csrca 1230). Mathew fitz Griffin grants two carucates of land in Desmond, viz., Tgvelachte
Twoem and Ardach.

[Circa 1230]. Mathew fitz Griffin grants the church of Kenlis in Fothert (now Kellistown, in
the Barony of Forth, Co. Carlow), with its chapels, viz., the chapels of Finovir, Mothel, Laurence
Boscher’s Town and Bally Bechill.

[Cérca 1212]. Ralph Borard grants the free chapel (liberam capellam) of the vill of Rathgulby
(now Rathculbin).

[Circa 1212]. Maurice fitz Maurice, Baron and Knight, grantsgthe church of Kiltranye (now
Burnchurch).

[Circa 1212]. William Maillard grants the church of Kilmacmintenan and the chapel of
Mallardstown.

[Circa 1200]. William Tobin grants the church of Stamacarthy (Stonecarty).

[Cérca 1250]. Thomas Boscher grants the church of Disertmachen.

[Circa 1250]. John, Bishop of Ferns, confirms this grant.

1211. Henry fitz Milo grants the land of Athnegaddy.

[Cérca 1210]. William Tobin grants the laud of Lomock (Lamoge), the tithes of which had been
already granted by Geoffry fitz Robert.

[Circa 1212]). Mathew fitz Griffin grants the churches of Kilcolm (now Castlecolumb), Conthoir
(Knocktopher), Kilmacgrene (Kilmaganny), Kilknede (Kilcreddy), and Kilbecock (Kilbecan).

[Circa 1220]. Robert, Bishop of Killaloe, grants St. Cronan’s Island called Inchbeg.

[Circa 1208]. Grant of the church of Kilcrene, near Arklow, Diocese of Dublin.

1208. Walter de Cantwell grants a charter regarding the aforesaid church.

[Circa 1235]. Confirmation by Luke, Archbishop of Dublin, of the grant of the church of Glen
crene, near Arklow.

[Cérca 1235]. Philip de la Cumb grants the said church of Glencrene.

1303. The Prior having this year entered into the possession of certain tene-
ments in Ossory, contrary to the statute of Mortmain, the lands and tenements
were seized into the King’s hands ; but the Prior being fined in the sum of twenty
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shillings by the Court of Chancery, the King, Edward I., did thereupon release
the same.!

1307. The Abbot of Wetheny [now Abington, Co. Limerick,] having acknowledged
himself bound to pay annually unto the Prior of Kells a pension of 100s., he was
this year sued for the same.2

1309. David, the son of Adam de Sancto Albino, sued the Prior for the ad-
vowson of the Church of Kilmenmenan [Kilvemnon, Co. Tipperary].3

1334. While engaged on his visitation at Kells Priory, in the Lent of this year,
Richard de Ledred, Bishop of Ossory, was arrested, and thrown into prison at
Kilkenny, at the instance of Arnold le Poer, Baron of Kells, and Seneschal of the
Liberty of Kilkenny.4 The Bishop was arrested at the end of Kells town, as he
was proceeding from the Priory to continue his visitation in Clonmore, now
Cloonvoore, a subdivision of Haggard, about midway, to the right, between Kells
and the church of Kilree.

1391. King Richard II., in a charter of this year, recites and confirms the several

grants made to this Priory.

- 1412 (Feb. 6). The King (Henry IV.), at the petition of the Prior and Convent of the Blessed
Mary of Kenlys in Ossoria, ratifies for all future time, their title to, and possession of the site of their
i and House of the aforesaid, through all founders, grantors and feoffors of what kind soever
within the land of Ireland ; together with 7 carucates of land which they held as glebe by the gift of
their founder Geoffry fitz Robert ; also their possession of the church of St. Kieran, otherwise called
the chapel of their said founder; of the church of Kyllynthy (Killiny) with its glebe; of
the church of Erleyston, with its chapels and glebes; of the church of Mailardestoun with
its chapel and the glebe there; of the church of Ballagh (Ballytobin) with the glebe
there; of the chapel of Rathgulby (Rathculbin) and the glebe there; of the church of
Kylmegen and the glebe there; of the church of Domnymgane and the glebe there; of the chapel
of De[n]gynmore and the glebe there ; of the chapel of Shortalleston and the glebe there ; of the church
of Kylrye and the glebe there; of the church of Stamcarthy and the glebe there; of the church of
Cnoktoffre and the glebe there; of the chapel of Domhynche (Derrynahinch) and the glebe there ;
of the chapel of Howellestoun (Ballyhale, otherwise Kiltorcan) and the glebe there; of the church
of Kykyrgle (Kilcurrel) and the glebe there; of the chapel of Lesmetake and the glebe there ; of the
church of Kylknedye (Kilcreddy) and the glebe there ; of the church of Kylbecok (Kilbecan) and the
glebe there; of the chapel of Ballyethe and the glebe there; of the church of Disert with the chapel
and glebe there; of the church of Lommok and the glebe there ; of the chapel of Fynwagh and the
glebe there ; of the church of Agingarkitt and the glebe there ; of the church of Kylmenan (Kilvemnon)
and the glebe there ; of the church of Moidessell and the glebe there ; of the church of Drom and the
glebe there ; of the churches and chapels of Incheanly, Doffey, Bernanely, Fymohan, and the glebes
there ; of the church of Kyllocletha and the glebe there; of the church of Tyllaglesche (Tullylease)
and the glebe there ; of the glebe of Claredorfe ; of the church of Kenlys in Fothyrt with the chapels
of Fynnore, Ballybele and Mothill, and the glebes there; of the chapel of Ardelowth and the glebe
there ; of the church of Ballygiragh and the glebe there; of the church of Enfihagt and the glebe
there ; of the church of Ballyetha, in the Diocese of Ferns, and the glebe there; and of all other
churches, lands, tenements and rents, and of all their other belongings.” 5

t]JArchdall’'s Monasticon.
© 2 Ibid.

3 Ibid.

¢See Vol. I, p. 5v.

S Pat. Rolls.
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1415. Peter Barret, Bishop of Ferns (1400-15) died, and was buried in this
Priory, of which he had formerly been Canon.!

1426. John Mothell, a canon of Kells Priory, became Bishop of Limerick.
He resigned his See in 1458 and died at an advanced age in 1468.

1540. Philip Howleghan, the Prior, surrendered this Priory, March 8th, 31st

Henry VIIIL,,

‘“ Being then seised of the said Priory, church, belfry, and cemetery, a hall, a dormitory, four
chambers, a kitchen, and granary, two stables, two orchards, and sundry other closes, containing four
acres, all within the precincts thereof ; and also of one castle, forty-five messuages. thirty gardens,
sixty acres of arable land, forty of pasture, ten of wood, and one hundred of underwood and moor,
with a water-mill, in Kells and Blackrath, of the annual value, besides all reprises, of £14 6s. 8d. ; six
messuages, sixty acres of arable land, twenty of pasture, and a water-mill, with the appurtenances,
in The Grange [s.2. Kells Grange], of the annual value, besides all reprises, of 26s. 6d. ; four messuages,
thirty acres of arable land, and twenty of pasture, with the appurtenances, in Le Growe, of the annual
value, besides all reprises, of 20s.; ten messuages, two hundred acres of arable land, one hundred of
pasture, and a water-mill, with the appurtenances, in Killeneth (Killiny), of the annual value, besides
all reprises, of £6 8s.; ten messuages, two hundred acres of arable land, one hundred of pasture, ten
of wood, and forty of moor, with the appurtenances, in Desert (Dysert, near Thomastown), of the
annual value, besides all reprises, of £3 13s. 4d.; three messuages, fifty acres of arable land, and
twenty of pasture, with the appurtenances, in Ardeloghe (Ardaloo), of the annual value, besides all
reprises, of 21s. 8d.; also of the several rectories following, and their appurtenances, appropriated to
the use of the said Prior and his successors, viz.: Kells, of the annual value, besides all reprises, of
£8 ; Knocktopher, with a manse, four messuages, and three acres of land in Knocktopher, appertaining
to the said rectory, of the annual value, besides all reprises, of {7 ; Hoeliston (Ballyhale), of the annual
value, besides all reprises, of {4 ; Drummacwaren, of the annual value, besides all reprises, of 53s. 4d.,
and the advowson thereof ; Bournchurch, of the annual value, besides all reprises, of £6 13s. 4d., and
the advowson thereof ; Kilmogeany, of the annual value, besides all reprises, of £3 6s. 8d.; Tullagh
(Tullaghought), of the annual value, besides all reprises, of {3 6s. 8d.; Mondashell (Modeshal), of the
annual value, besides all reprises, of £3 10s., and the advowson thereof ; Killenemyan (Kilvemnon),
of the annual value, besides all reprises, of 26s. 8d. ; Kilkeneddy (Kilcredy), of the annual value, besides
all reprises, of £10; Kilrye, of the annual value, besides all reprises, of {15 0s. 4d.; Ballaghe (Bally-
tobin), of the annual value, besides all reprises, of {4, and the advowson thereof ; Orlistown (Earlstown),
of the annual value, besides all reprises, of £6 13s. 4d., and the advowson thereof ; Barnardhory, of
the annual value, besides all reprises, of 40s., and the advowson thereof ; Arderye, of the annual value,
besides all reprises, of 53s. 4d.; Stanecarty of the yearly value, besides all reprises, of {3 6s. 8d. ; and
the tithes of Femon and Ardelogh, of the annual value, besides all reprises, of 43s. 4d. ; all these said
lands, &c., are situate and lying in the County of Kilkenny.” 2

On the 4th of January, 1541, James, Earl of Ormond, had a grant from King
Henry VIII. “of the site of the Priory of Kenlis, County Kilkenny, lands, &c.,
of Kenlis le grange (Kells Grange), Killeneth, Desert, and le Grow (Grovebeg,
now Chapel Izod), and the rectory of Kenlis. To hold in tail male, by the service of
a third part of a Knight’s fee, paying annually £5, or the third part of the said
rectory, to the vicar of Kenlis.”3

On the 12th August, 1541, the same Earl had a lease from the same King,
* of Ardlowe, County Kilkenny, Tullyleyce, County Cork ; and Cleynglays, County
Limerick ; rectories of Tullyleyce and Grenocwonagh, County Limerick ; Knock-

¢ 1 Archdall's Monasticon.
2 Ibid.
3 Fiants of Henry VIII
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toffre, Ballynegeraghe, Howelliston, Kylmogeanny, Tullyhaght, Beallaghe, and
Cahirleysk, Kylry, Kylkneddy, Whitchurche, Erliston, Ardylley, Drimem’veyran,
Garrangibbon and Kyryhill, County Kilkenny ; Bearnanely and Fymoayn, County
Tipperary ; Ballyen, County Wexford ; and Kelliston alias Kyllasney, County
Carlow ; possessions of the late monastery of the B.V.M. of Kenlis, County Kil-
kenny. To hold for twenty-one years, at a rent of £68 13s.”!

And thus the Priory of Kells passed away.

THE PRrIORS OoF KELLS.

They were apparently appointed, not for life, but for a certain term of years,
and were eligible for re-election. They were lords of Parliament. The following
list is copied, for the most part, from Ware’s list of the Priors of this House, as
found in his Abstract Ex Registro Chartarum Monasterii B. Mariae de Kenlis
in Ossoria.

Reginald de Aclond became first Prior of Kells in 1193, and held office, but
not uninterruptedly, for 26 years. He was Prior as late as March the 25th, 1229.

Algar was Prior during the reign of Richard I., and, therefore, at some time
between 1193 and 1199. He was one of the four canons brought over from Bodmin
to Kells by Geoffry fitz Robert, and afterwards became Bishop in Lombardy.

Hugh de Rous or le Rous, Prior of Kells, became Bishop of Ossory in 1202.
He died after an Episcopate of 16 years, and lies buried in the middle of the choir
of the Priory chapel at Kells. Ware’s Abstract makes him Prior for g years, which
is too long.

Martin was Prior for 12 years.

Germanus was Prior for 28 years. He was in office at Christmas, 1267.

Nicholas de Ros was Prior for 12 years.

Roger was Prior for 14 years.

Nicholas de Ros was Prior, a second time, for 10 years.

Thomas Peris was Prior for 12 years.

Nicholas de Ros was Prior, a third time, for 10 years. He was Prior at Pente-
cost, 26 Ed. 1., i.e., in the year 1298.

Elias of Shortallstown was Prior for 1} years.

Elias of Thomastown was Prior for 4 years.

Adam was Prior for 3 or 4 years.

Elias Merrimont was Prior for 2 years. Ware places the date 1316 before his
name.

t Fiants of Henry VIII,
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.

Richard Cotterell was Prior 12 years. Ware, in his Ex Regsstro &c., adds that
he died in 1319. A monument at Kells Priory bore the following Lombardic
inscription, according to Rev. James Graves :

+ RIC : [HGES : RICHARDUS : COMERKORD : [QUI :]
QUONRDHM : PRIOR : €X86IG16 : ISGIUS : DOSRL

Cotterell, of Ware’s Abstract, may be a mistake for the Comerford, of this monu-
ment, or vice versa.

John Rowe, otherwise Rauf, was Prior for 1 year. In the 13th Ed. II,, s.c.,
1319 or 1320, the King grants protection to Brother John, Prior of the House of
the B. Mary of Kenlys in Ossory.!

Simon Rede was Prior for 1 year.

Theobald fitz Hugh was Prior for 10 years.

William Daniell was Prior for 2 years.

Robert Erley was Prior for 6 years.

William Yong was Prior for 14 years.

Robert Erley was Prior, a second time, for 11 years.

Stephen Carlion was Prior for 1 year. Archdall writes that in the year 1355,
Stephen, Prior of Kells, *“ did feloniously rob John Modberry, Prior of Inistioge ;
and the same year he did also rob Richard Lancy of a scythe, value 20d. ; he was
thereupon committed to gaol, but through the especial favour of the court, he
was admitted to a fine of 20s., which sum was paid to John Coulton, treasurer
to the King, whereupon his Majesty granted a full and free pardon to the prior.2

William Lang was Prior for 1 year.

Robert Erley was Prior, a third time, for [ ]

John Delayd was Prior for 19 years.

William Beg was Prior for 33 years.

John Lacy was Prior 18§ years.

Nicholas White was Prior for [ ]

“ A.D. 1468. Nicholas was Prior [of Kells], and notwithstanding that the said Nicholas was
living, William O’Hedian [¢.c. O'Hayden], Bishop of Emly, did this year procure a provision from the
Pope to this priory ; it was therefore enacted by Parliament that the said Bishop and his maintainers,
John Hedian, Archdeacon of Ossory, John Hedian, Dean of Cashel, and John Fyan, should appear
in the Chief Bench, on the quindene of Easter following, in their proper persons, and there make
answer to the King and the Prior for obtaining the said provision; and such of the said persons as
did not appear were then to be out of the King’'s protection, and their goods and chattels forfeited ;
it was at the same time provided that the Bishop might appear, either in person or by attorney.” 3

1 Pat. Rolls.
3 Monasticon.
3 Aychdall,
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William O’Hedian became Bishop of Elphin, Dec. 5th, 1429, and was trans-
lated thence, Nov. 7th, 1449, to Emly, which latter See he governed till his death
in 1477. He appears to have been unsuccessful in the controversy over the
Priorship of Kells.

Edmund Stapulton, otherwise Archer, clerk,' of Cashel Diocese, was appointed
by Papal Brief of July 1st, 1471, to be Prior of the Monastery of the Blessed Mary
of Kenlys, in Ossory ; 100 marks stipend.!

John Carne was Prior for 17 years.

Thomas Lahy (also written Lathy) was Prior for 16 or 18 years. He was Prior
of Kells, March 18th, 1501-2.2 ; also in 1506.

Patrick Baron, otherwise Fismoris of the Geraldines (de Geraldinis), Prior,
died about 1531. He was evidently of the Barons, otherwise Fitzgeralds, other-
wise Fitz Morrises, of Burnchurch.

Philip O’Holohan, one of the Canons of the Monastery of the Blessed Mary of
Kenlis, of the Order of St. Augustine, in Ossory, was, by Papal Brief of April 30th,
1531, appointed Prior of the said Monastery (vacant by the death of Patrick
Baron otherwise Fismoris de Geraldinis) ; whose fruits with those of its annexes
are £60 sterling.3 He was still Prior on the 8th March, 1540, when he surrendered
the Priory to the Commissioners of Henry VIII.4 His enforced surrender must
have been attended with circumstances displeasing to the "agents of the Crown,
as they made no provision for his future maintenance. They granted pensions
to only three members of the dissolved community, one of whom, Nicholas Tobin,
they strangely style Prior of the House, thus :

‘*“ 1540 (April 20). Grant for Edmund Laghnan, conventual person of the late
priory of the B.V.M. of Kenles, County Kilkenny ; of a pension of 40s. ; and for
Nicholas Lahy, conventual person of the same, a pension of 26s. 8d. ; issuing out
of possessions in Kenles.” 5

‘1540 (April 28). Grant to Nicholas Tobyn, late Prior of the B.V.M. of Kellys,
County Kilkenny ; to be curate of the parish church of the B.V.M. of Kellys,
with a third of the rectory, tithes, &c., and a house and orchard in Kellys.”’6

Patrick Comerford was the last and noblest of all the Priors of Kells, though
his title as such was merely nominal. = He was the son of Robert Comerford and
Anastatia White, and was born in Waterford city about 1586. He studied in
Bordeaux, Lisbon, and Coimbra, and being enrolled in the Order of the Hermits

1 Bliss's Extracts jrom Papal Registers.
2 Hist of St. Canice’s, p. 189.

3 Bliss's Estracts.

¢ See p. 60, supra.

8 Fiants of Henry VIII,

¢ Ited.
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uf St. Augustine, was distinguished as a professor at Terceiro and in Bru_ssels.
He was remarkable for his stature, and obtained considerable repute as
poet, theologian and orator. Being summoned to Rome to assist at a
General Chapter of his Order, he was appointed by Pope Paul the Fifth
(x605-21), Commendatory Prior of Kells in Ossory, and received the degree of Doctor
in Theology, at Florence. He was appointed Bishop of Waterford and Lismore,
by Brief of Feb. 12th, 1629, with permission to retain the Priory of Kells, as appears
from the following :

‘“ Die 12°. Februarii, 1629, referente Barberino pro R. D. Card. Ludovisio, Regni Hiberniae Pro-
tectore, providit ecclesiis Waterforden, &c., in Hibernia, multis abhinc annis per obitum ultimi ejus
Episcopi vacantibus, de persona Patricii ab Angelis, Ordinis Heyemstarum Sancti Augustini expresse
professi &c., cum retentione Monasterii Kellen. Ordinis Canonicorum Regularium Sancti Augustins,

Ossoriensis, in Hibernia, dummodo illi cura non immineat animarum, et Vicariatus Generalis Monas-
teriorum ejusdem Ordinis in Hibernia ad biennium.” !

He was consecrated Bishop, March 18th, 1629, and returned to his Diocese the
same year. After a most zealous Episcopate of more than 20 years, he was banished
from his native land by the Cromwellians, in 1650. Worn out by his infirmities °
and sufferings, he died at Nantes, March 10oth, 1652, and was buried in the Episcopal
vault in the cathedral of that city. When ten years later, the same vault was
opened to receive the remains of Dr. Robert Barry, the exiled Bishop of Cork and
Cloyne, the body of Dr. Comerford was found quite incorrupt.

Possessions oF KELLS PRIORY.

They included the following Churches and Chapels :

DiocesE oF Ossory.—The churches of Kenlys, Erleyestoun, Maillardestoun,
Rathgulby (Rathculbin), Lomok (Lamoge), Kilmegen (Kilmoganny), Kilkyrel
(Kilcurl),) Kilknedy (Kilcreddy), and Stamecarthy (Stonecarty), the chapels of
Dengilmore (Danganmore), and Donymegan (Dunnamaggan), the church of Kilry,
the chapels of Kiltorkan (Ballyhale), and Athernynche (Derrynahinch), the third
part of the church of Kilbecok (Kilbecan), the chapel of Lesmetag (Lismatigue),
the churches of Ballagh (Ballytobin) and Cnoctofr (Knocktopher), the chapel
of Shortalestoun, and the church of Balygeragh (Sheepstown)—all in the Deanery
of Kenlys.

The church of Kiltranyn (Burnchurch), in the Deanery of Sillr.

The church of Ardelouth (Ardaloo), in the Deanery of Odogh.

The chapels of Ffossith (Brownsbarn) and Disert (near Thomastown), in the
Deanery of Obargoun.

The above is copied from a list of benefices belonging to Kells Priory, written

1 Brady’s Episcopal Successtom, Vol. 1L, p. 71,
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into the Red Book of Ossory, about 1350. To the Ossory churches and chapels
here mentioned must be added :

The churches of Killinthy (now Killiny, near Kells), Euilaght or Tullaght
(Tullaghought), Arderye (Arderra, in Iverke), and Kilcolm (now Castlecolumb,
near Knocktopher).

Diocese oF LEIGHLIN.—The church of ‘Kenlys in Fothyrt ” (Kellistown
in the Barony of Forth), with its chapels of Finnouir (Killenora), Mothel (Moyle),
Laurence Bosher’s Town, and Ballybechill (Ballyveal).

Diocese oF FErRNs.—The church of Ballyane.

ARrcHDIOCESE OF DuBLIN.—The church of Kilcrene, or Glencrene, near Arklow.

ARCHDIOCESE OF CASHEL.—The churches of Modeshall, Kilvemnon, Incheanly
(now Inch, in the Barony of Eliogarty), Drum McBarron (now Drom, in same
Barony), Kilfithmone (also in same Barony), and Garrangibbon ; the church of
Barmane Ely (also called the chapel of Kilcolm); and the chapel of Doffey (now
Dovea, in the parish of Incheanly).

Drocese oF LisMORE.—The church or chapel of Finmach, otherwise Fynwagh,
(now Fenoagh, and, in Irish, Thoumplinooch), Co. Waterford.

Diocese oF CLoYNE.—The church of Tullylease.

D1ocese oF EMLY.—The church of Greane otherwise Pallasgreane, Co. Limerick.

Diocese oF LiMERICK.—The church of Killagholeghan.

The landed property of the Priory, at the time of its suppression, consisted of
following townlands, in the Co. Kilkenny, viz. :—

Kells (part of); Blackrath, now Rathduff, beside Kells; Grange, now Kells
Grange ; Grove, otherwise Grovebeg, now Chapel Izod; Killiny; Dysart and
Pleberstown (in the Parish of Thomastown); Ardaloo (parish of Conahy); and,
probably, Haggard (beside Kilree) ; in all about 3,000 stat. acres.

The Priory also held considerable landed property in the Counties of Cork
and Limerick, for, on the 1oth December, 1578, a royal grant was made to Thomas,
Earl of Ormond, of * five Knights’ fees of land in Tollaleishe,” (now Tullylease),
“ Killagholiaghan, and other towns, which John Fitz Maurice dwelling in the
manor of Claneleis, near the Country of Conallaughe, and a certain O’Daley
the rymer lately held, with the tithes of the same, Co. Cork ; five Knights’ fees of
land in Clonelirche, Co. Limerick ; possessions of the said Monastery of Kells.” *

Ruins oF THE PRriorY oF KELLS.
In an interesting little work entitled Nooks and Corners of our County, the
author gives the following general description of these ruins :
“ The Priory of Kells [situated on the right bank of the King’s River], is by far the most extensive,

1 Fiants of Eliz,
VOL. IV.
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if not the most magnificent ancient ruin of which our county can boast. Seated on the slope of a
hill, a vast group of embattled towers and parapetted curtains spread to the river’s brink over many
acres, and by their stern, warlike appearance, give the structure at first view more the character ot a
military stronghold than the peaceful abode of the cloistered religieux.

‘* The Priory was originally comprehended within a large oblong area, divided by a moat and
tower-flanked wall into two large courts. Of these the southern, or as it is generally termed the
Burgher’s Court, is about four or five hundred feet square, and though strongly fortified by curtain
walls flanked with four large towers, the space contained within it seems never to have been occupied
by buildings, but was probably used as the bawn wherein to drive, at night, the cattle belonging to
the community for protection against the prey-taking Norman baron’s inroads, or the predatory
incursions of the ‘ prowling Irishry.’

** Within the other court, which was as strongly fortified and nearly as large, but of more irregular
outline, are contained the church and cloisters, with all the usual appendages to a regular religious
establishment. The church, which is much dilapidated, consists of a nave, choir, south [recfe north]
transept, and Lady Chapel, with a belfry tower rising upon a stately arch between the nave and the
choir. The cloisters, refectory, kitchens, &c., though clearly traceable, are almost destroyed, and lie
in immense heaps of confused ruins, scattered through the area. Attached to the south-east wall of
the choir [recte, to the south wall of the choir, near the east end] is situated the largest and most modern
tower amongst the ruins, which seems to have been the residence of the Superior of the House, and
may be termed the keep of this once strong and well-defended religious fortress, the whole of which
is constructed in a style of the rudest simplicity, the builder’s design being evidently strength and
security rather than architectural beauty.

‘* Stan‘ling in the Burgher's Court of the Priory, what a subject for thought presents itself in the
scene around. Here you are surrounded by the ruins, some parts of which are in such excellent preser-
vation that they remain almost as if yesterday deserted, others in a shattered and dismantled state,
some of the many towers fearfully dilapidated and threatening—whole sides of some torn away, others
clad in most luxuriant robes of ivy—whilst on every side are scattered large masses of the iron-cemented
mason work, built, one would say, for eternity, yet overthrown by the violence of man or the not less
unsparing tempest.

‘“ How curious, too, appears the combination of domestic edifices, religious buildings and military
fortifications thus grotesquely grouped together—the ivy-clad walls of the Abbey mill, which, with
the course of its now dried mill-stream, may be discovered amongst its domestic appliances, contrasting
strangely with the frowning embattled towers, and the tall gables, gothic arches, and slender window-
mullions of the ecclesiastical buildings, all now broken into confused masses, and stern and sombre in
their ruin and desolation.

“ How silent is all here—cattle grazing amongst the ruins, the whispered melody of the breeze
and river’s rush beyond, alone telling of change and motion. The centuries that have passed over all
in silence are evidenced by the lichen and the ivy, by crumbling wall and broken window, and by many
an ancient tomb, where sleep together the belted knight, mitred Prior, and humble
peasant, now all alike forgotten—

‘ Underground
Precedency’s a jest—vassal and lord
Grossly familiar, side by side consume.’ "’

TueE PrIORY CHURCH.—According to the original plan it was to consist of
chancel, nave, north transept, south transept, and Lady Chapel. The plan was
faithfully carried out, in part, during the lifetime of the founder, and in part,
soon after his death, except in so far as it concerned the south transept, for the south
transept was destined never to become an accomplished fact. A church tower
does not appear to have entered into the original design. The present church
tower was not built till centuries after the founder of the abbey had passed away.

THE CHANCEL.—Previous to the erection of the square tower now occupying
its entire west end, the chancel measured, internally, 105 feet in length by 244
in width. Its present length, deducting the space taken up by the tower, is 75 feet.
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All its walls are fairly perfect except the east gable, the upper part of which, con-
taining the arch of the great east window, is fallen. In the south wall, towards
the west end, were two windows now built up ; they were round-headed on the
inside ; the more westerly one was divided by cut limestone mullions (one of which
is missing) into three lights, was 6 feet g inches wide, and is broken at the top,
on the outside ; the external face of the other window, which was most probably of
same dimensions and pattern as this, is entirely ruinous.  East of these are two
tall lancet windows, which had to be closed up when the castle adjoining the wall
at this point was built ; the more westerly is gothic, the more easterly is framed
with grit, and is round-headed. A breach at the east end of the same wall pre-
serves some traces of a round-headed window framed with grit and ornamented
with a bead moulding.

The great east window was 16 feet wide, inside, and was framed with cut lime-
stone ; only the sides remain to about the spring of the arch; the mullions and
top are fallen.

There is a small sepulchral niche in the north wall about 24 feet from the east end.

THE Tower.—It stands entirely within the original chancel, at its west end,
on four Gothic arches, and, with the exception of the upper portion, is in good
preservation. Like the towers of the Black Abbey, Jerpoint and Inistioge, it may,
very probably, be assigned to about the year 1500.

THE NAVE.—It was a continuation of the original chancel, and was 100 feet
long, internally, by 24} feet in width. All its walls are broken, but they still re-
main to a considerable height all round ; the windows and door have been destroyed.
The interior presents a most unsightly appearance, the entire floor, except a
small passage cleared by the employees of the Board of Works, being covered
with great masses of fallen masonry and overgrown with bushes. At the west end
are two head-stones of modern date.

NorTH TRANSEPT.—It stands due north of the tower, and is 46 feet long by
22 feet wide. In the west side-wall are three Gothic bays leading into a side-aisle
now destroyed. The north gable has a cut-stone window of three almost flat-
headed lights, separated by cut-stone mullions, between which and the point of
the arch is a small round ope. On the inside this window is round-headed, the
arch being turned with thin flags of chiselled or cut limestone.

Opposite the north transept arch, in the south wall of what was originally part
of the chancel, but which is now taken up by the church tower, is a great round
arch, which was to serve, according to the original plan of the church, as an opening
into a south transept ; it is framed with gritstone, cut and chamfered, and measures
25 feet in width, at the ground, and 15 feet in height to the apex of the arch.
Many centuries ago this arch was built up and a small door constructed in it.

F.

L
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LADY CHAPEL.—It stands on the north side of the chancel, and is 42 feet
long, internally, by 18 feet wide. The east gable is gone to the base of the window.
The north side-wall was lighted by four lancet windows all connected above,
on the inside, by an ornamental string course. These windows are narrow on the
outside ; on the inside they splay to a width of six feet, and are separated from
each other only by about 2 feet.

A fine Norman arch connects the west end of the Lady Chapel with the north
transept ; it is 14 feet wide and g feet high to the spring of the arch.

A large, plain, round-headed door originally led from the chancel into the
Lady Chapel. Ere long this door was remodelled. The western half of it was
converted into a new and smaller door. The east half was built up and in its

place were constructed a
single sedsle and a
credence-cum-sacrario.
Door, sedile,and credence
have gritstone frames,
were Gothic headed, are
separated below by cut
gritstone mullions, and
are connected above, like
the windows in the
opposite wall, by a string
course. The ancient
decoration of the sides
of the credence, showing
fleurs de-lis painted' in
GABLE WINDOW OF NORTH TRANSEPT, red or vermilion colour,

PRIORY CHURCH, KELLS. is still quite distinct.

. The entrance from the

chancel to the Lady Chapel is 42 feet from the east wall of the former.
There appears to be no reason whatever for assigning any part of the Priory
church to an earlier date than 1193, when the Canons Regular were first brought here.
THE Prior’s CASTLE.—The castle, which we feel justified in so naming, as there
can be no doubt that it constituted the residence of the Priors, adjoins the south
wall of, and is of later date than, the chancel. = Some of its doors and windows are
flat-headed, some have round, others Gothic, arches. The lowest storey is connected
by a door with the chancel, and was evidently used as a sacristy. This castle is
still very perfect. It is locally known as * Philip na moun’s Castle,” from a crazy
cobbler named Philip na maoun (Phitidb na m-bonn), or Philip of the *‘ Soles,”
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who took up his quarters in it and occupied it for several years in the early part
of the 19th century.

There is a small very ancient castle on the enclosing wall, south-east of the
church. This the people have named the ‘ Post Office.”

The * Water Castle ” stands on the middle of the south wall of the inner en-
closure or court. Through a large vaulted passage in its basement ran the Priory
millstream.  Beside the castle, to the west, is a round-headed gateway giving
admission into the inner enclosure from the outer.

NORTH VIEW. [ I. Lawrence, Dublin.

From Photo by) RUINS OF KELLS PRIORY.

Between this castle and the church is a fragment of a high building, the west
wall of which rests on three round-headed arches.

“ THE BUrGEss.”—Thus the people call the outer or southern enclosure.
They do not call it the *“ Burgher’s Court,” as stated in Nooks and Corners of our
County.! Four castles on the curtain wall defended the Burgess ; and it had, besides,
a fortified entrance gate in its east wall. Within it, at the north-east angle, stood
the Priory mill, of which but a single gable now stands. The enclosing wall of the
Burgess is 20 feet high,

t See p. 64, supra.
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THE PrIORY CHURCHYARD.—It is outside the enclosing wall, at the west end
of the nave of the church. It is small, and has no monuments of interest. The
grass-grown road leading down to it from the public road is called Bosheenagurp,
i.e. Dotaipin na gCopp, or the little road of the corpses.

MONUMENTS WITHIN THE PRIORY CHURCH.

IN THE CHANCEL.—(I) A thirteenth century coffin-shaped slab with incised
floriated cross, and the following inscription in incised Lombardic characters :

RIC IHCEE IORHANRNRH RELICEH RUGORIS CLERICI CUIUS
HI€ PROPIGI[€]6UR.

TRANSLATION.—Here lies Johanna, widow of Hugh le Clerc. On whose soul [God] have mercy.

The word DEUR, it will be observed, has been omitted by the carver of the
inscription.

(2) A monument in every way similar to the preceding, and having this
inscription :

+ RIC. IHCE€E, SGEPR[AN]US. KIk. D. RUGORIS. CLERICI.

TRANsSLATION,—Here lies Stephen, son of Hugh le Clerc.

(3) A fragment of a tomb similar to the two preceding, and inscribed :—

. « « « « . . Kl BUGORIS CL[E€RI]CL

TRANSLATION.—[Here lies . . . . . ] son of Hugh le Clerc.

In ancient documents dealing with Kells, we find no trace of the Le Clerc
family.

(4) An uninscribed coffin-shaped slab with a raised cross down the centre,
and shield charged with three chevronels (Fig. 1 next page).

IN THE NoRTH TRANSEPT.—A huge, uninscribed slab with carvings in high
relief, at the top, of the heads of a man and woman (Fig. 2 next page).

Besides the above there is a monument somewhere among the ruins, which
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the present writer could never
which the Rev. Mr. Graves
descriptions. It is of the
Clerc monuments ; is broken
which is missing; and has the
p- 62, supra.

KiLMo-

In Irish Kilmoganny is
i.e. the church of St. Mogeanna.
be met with in the Irish
must be borne in mind that
containing though they do the
saints, by no means exhaust
saints of Erin. Bishop Phelan’s
ized form of Mogeanna),
Kilmoganny, and enters the
In the Statuta Dioecesana, St.
whose feast occurs on the 23rd
but this is, beyond all doubt,

The parish
moganny, like
churches of this
impropriate in
Kells, at an
ruins survived
part of the 1gth
they were re-
way for the pre-
church. There
scribed monu-
graveyard, but

special interest. MONUMENTAL SCULPTURES AT KELLS PRIORY.

day of Kilmo-
said, the 24th or

ng2

(From Journal of Kilk. Archeol. Society.)

happen to light upon, and of
and Mr. Du Noyer have left
same character as the Le
across into five pieces, one of
inscription already given at

GANNY.

called Kilmogannd (g slender),
No saint called Mogeanna is to
Martyrologies ; but then it
these invaluable compilations,
names of some thousands of
the countless hosts of the
List gives S. Moganus (latin-
Confessor, as the patron of
23rd August as his feast day.
Eoghan, Bishop of Ardstraw,
Avugust, is made the patron ;
incorrect.
church of Kil-
almost all the
region, became
the Priory of
early date. Its
into the early
century, when
moved to make
sent Protestant
are some in-
ments in the
they possess no
The pattern
ganny was, it is
25th of August.

The townland of Kilmoganny belonged to the Butlers of Currahill Castle.
Cotterelstown, with half of (Old) Rossenarra, otherwise Owneymore, belonged
to a branch of the same Currahill family. James fitz Edmund Butler, of Ross-

enarrowe, was pardoned in 1558,

Thomas Butler, of Rossenarrowe, was seised
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from off the map of the Co. Kilkenny. = About 1825, a Mr. Morris Reade, who
lived in Rossenara, and had a large estate in this locality, finding his old ‘tesidence
not quite up-to-date, built a new one in the townland of Castlehale, to which he
subsequently removed. = Through veneration for the old family homestead he
transferred its name of Rossenara Ho. to the new house in Castlehale ; at the same
time he changed the name of the townland of Castlehale itself from Castlehale
to Rossenara Demesne, thus obliterating this once well-known item of Kilkenny

topography.

THE WALSHS OF THE MOUNTAIN.

With the possible exception of the Brennans, there is none of the old Kilkenny
families more numerously represented in Kilkenny county, at the present day, than
the Walshs or Brannachs.  They are sprung from Philip, a stout Welsh warrior,
who, with his brother, David, accompanied Robert Fitz Stephen to Ireland, in
1169, and shared in all the campaigns and perils of the first Anglo-Norman invaders.
Having no hereditary surname, a circumstance then of frequent occurrence, Philip
received from his contemporaries, the soubriquet of Le Waleis or the Welshman,
and this, under the modified form of Walsh, became in after times the surname
of his descendants. In Irish the name is written Upeatnac (in all Co. Kilkenny,
except Iverk, pronounced Bzhanndch or Branmndch, accent on first syllable ; in
Iverk and Co. Waterford, pronounced Bérndch or Bértndch, accent on last syllable),
which has exactly the same meaning as Le Waleis, viz., the Welshman. In Latin,
Breathnach is rendered Brittanicus, Cambrensis and Wallensis ; and, sometimes
Valesius.

There is nothing to .connect Philip the Welshman with Kilkenny, though,
probably, the lands along the Walsh Mountain, so long held by his descendants,
had been originally granted to him. Neither is there any authentic reference
to his children or their successors, for nearly two centuries after his time. Geoffry
fitz Thomas fitz Nicholas fitz Howel Walshe is the first of the family to appear in
Kilkenny records. On the Thursday next after the feast of the Nativity of St.
John the Baptist, 1374, he appoints William Crispyn, of Carryk, and Walter
Cantwell, his bailiffs, and attorneys, to put James le Botiller, Earl of Ormond,
and Elizabeth, his wife, in full seisin of all the lands and tenements of the manor
and town of Melagh and Cannderstown, (Mealaghmore and Garranmacandrew,
otherwise, Springmount, parish of Windgap), with all the lands and tenements
and all their appurtenances in Querke in the Co. Kilkenny, as they are more fully
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set forth in his charter thereon. The original of this deed is preserved at Kilkenny
castle, and is as follows :—

‘“ Pateat universis per presentes me, Galfridum, filium Thome, filii Nicholai, filii Howeli Walshe
constituisse &c. Willelmum Crispyn de Carryk et Walterum Cantewell, conjunctim et divisim, meas
veras ballivas et attornatos ad ponendum Jacobum le Botiller, Comitem Ermonie, et Elizabeth,
uxorem eius in plenariam seisinam omnium terrarum et tenementorum manerii et ville de Melagh et
Cannderstoun cum omnibus terris et tenamentis et omnibus eorum pertinenciis in Ouerke, in Comitatu
Kilkennie &c., prout in carta mea inde confecta plenius continetur, &c. In cuius rei testimonium
presentibus sigillum meum apposui. Datum die Jovis proxime post festum Nativitatis Sancti Johannis
Baptiste, anno regni regis Edwardi tercii post conquestum Anglie quadragesimo octavo, regni vero
sui ffrancie tricessimo quinto.”

Richard fitz Geoffry Walsh, with other local magnates, was appointed Keeper
of the Peace for the Co. Kilkenny, July 3oth, 1410. He was still living, March gth,
1446, when he made a grant to the Abbey of Jerpoint of all the messuages, lands,
&c., of Cloone, in the (parish of Kilmoganny, and) Barony of Kells, and of Bally-
cheskin (near the Kyllyne of Howellyscastell, or Castlehale), in the parish of
Aghavillar and Barony of Knocktopher, as will appear from the following, the

orginal of which is also preserved at Kilkenny castle :
n

‘“ Sciant presentes et futuri quod ego, Ricardus, filius Galfridi Walshe, dedi &c. Abbati et
conventui domus beate Marie virginis de Jeriponte omnia messuagia, terras et tenementa, redditus
et servicia, cum omnibus suis pertinenciis &c. in tenemento de Clonynstollane que vocatur Clone &c.
in baronia de Kenlys, [et] in Ballychesken in baronia de Knocktothyr et in parochia de Aghbillyr
prope Kyllyne de Howellyscastell &. Datum nono die mensis Martii, anno regni Henrici sexti
vicessimo quarto.”

Edmund Walsh, with his wife, Johanna le Boteller, lies buried within the church
of Jerpoint Abbey, underneath the tower, his right of interment there having
been acquired, presumably, by the munificent benefaction of Richard fitz Geoffry
Walsh, [his father ?], to the Abbey in 1446. His monument bears the date 1476.
He is made the ancestor of all the Lords of the Mountain, who came after him,
in an elaborate, but very unreliable Pedigree of the Walsh Family, drawn up by
Peter Walsh, of Balline, Piltown (1744-1819).

Robert Walsh died Dec. 8th, 1501, and is buried with his wife, Katherine
Poher (Power), in Jerpoint Abbey, alongside the grave of [his parents ?] the above
Edmund Walsh and Johanna le Boteller. He was probably the father of Walter
Brenagh, or Walsh, of whom presently, and of Honora Brenagh, or Walsh, wife of
Sir John Grace, of Courtstown.

Walter Brenagh, or Walsh, “ chief captain of his nation,” is buried, together
with his wife, Katherine Buteller, in the same grave with Robert Walsh, and must
be supposed to have been his son. He was still living in 1537, in which
year the Jury of the Commyners of the Towne of Kilkenny present Walter Brenagh,
senr., Edmund, Walter and Richard, his sons, and Walter Brenagh, the younger,
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with most of the other freeholders of the County of Kilkenny, for charging their
tenants coyne and livery.  He died before 1549.

Edmund Brenagh his eldest son, succeeded. @ On the 27th March, 1549,
pardons were granted to “ Edmund Brenaghe alias Walsh, of Castelhowell, gent. ;
and Robert Brenaghe, alias Walshe, of Rochestown, Oliver Brenaghe, alias Walshe,
of Ballytesken, and Philip Brenaghe, alias Walshe, sons of the said Edmund.” 1
About 1550, Edmund’s lands and those of his kinsmen * houlden of the Mannor
of Knocktofer ”’ were valued at £15I, an amount exceeded at the time by none of
the Co. Kilkenny freeholders except the Earl of Ormond and the Bishop of Ossory.

This Edmund is the first of the family to whom the purely popular title of
“ Lord of the Mountain ” is found applied, though, no doubt, it had been borne
by his ancestors, as it certainly was afterwards by his descendants. It will be
remarked that the title is ‘‘ Lord of the Mountain,” and not Lord of the Mountains ;
for, though the hilly district formerly possessed by the Walshs is now known as
*“ the Walsh Mountains,” still the older and better form of the name is * the Walsh *
Mountain,”” which latter is also the exact rendering of Shleea-Brannach, its old
Irish name. ¢ Baron of Shancaher,” said to have been another title of the chiefs
of the Walshs, took its origin from a very early residence of the family, now ent rely
destroyed, in the townland of Sean Catap, or Oldcourt, near Templeorum chapel.
Both these titles of Lord of the Mountain and Baron of Shancaher, are now forgotten
in the traditions of the people, and the only title by which any one of the old Lords
of the Mountain is mentioned to-day, in Irish, in south Kilkenny, is * An Eye-zhd
Brannach > (On Orope Lpeatnac), 2.e., the Heir Walsh.

Edmund Brenagh was dead before May, 1550.

Robert Brenagh, his son, became next Lord of the Mountain. On the 12th
May, 1550, livery of seisin of the possessions ef Edmund Bretnaghe, late of Howellis-
castell, Esq., was granted to Robert, his son and heir.  Fine £66 13s. 4d.2 He
was dead before 1572.

Walter Walsh (who laid aside the Irish form of the name), his son, succeeded,
and was Lord of the Mountain for about 50 years. It was not, however, till the
15th Feb., 1605-6, that, as son and heir of Robert Walshe, late of Castlehowell, in
the Co. Kilkenny, gent., deceased, he had livery of seisin and pardon of in-
trusion ; fine £I15 2s. 4d. sterling.  As ‘ Walter Brenaghe of Castlehele in the
Walshe Montayne, gent.,” he received a pardon, Dec. 23rd, 1571.  He was Sheriff
of the Co. Kilkenny from 1579 to 1586. In 1610 he figures in Government records
as a harbourer of the Popish Priests, Sirs Teige and Donogh O’Hely. He died at
a very advanced age, May 19th, 1619. His Caoine, or Lament, has survived

1 Fiants of Ed. VL.
3 [bid.
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almost three centuries, and is still recited in the original Irish on the Walsh Mountain.
By his wife, the Lady Ellice Butler (born several years before 1541, still living in
1614), eldest daughter of Richard, 1st Viscount Mountgarret, and grand-daughter
of Pierce Ruadh, Earl of Ormond, he had, according to Lodge, five sons, viz. :

() Robert, his eldest son and heir, who married, in 1595, Eleanor, daughter
of Sir John fitz Edmund Fitzgerald, of Cloyne, Co. Cork, and died at his residence
in Ballygown, near Kilmoganny, in 1603, leaving a son and heir, Walter, born"in
1601 (and, perhaps, a second son, viz, *“ Edmund Walsh fitz Robert of Castlehoyle,
in the Co. Kilkenny,” mentioned in Inquisitiones Lagemiae, Co. Kilkenny, 104.
Charles I.).

(2) Edmund, his second son, of Castlehale, and subsequently of Owning.
On the 16th January, 1613-14, he was enfeoffed by his parents, Walter and Ellice,
of the townlands of Owning, Kilmanihin, Ballyfeerock or Springfield, and part
of Fanningstown. By his wife, Agnes Butler, he had a son Pierce Walsh of Owning,
who married Ellen, daughter of Patrick Fitzgerald, of Gurteen, Co. Kilkenny,
and died Aug. 22nd, 1637 (buried in Owning church), leaving the following issue :—

Edmund, eldest son and heir, born 1628, James, William, Peter, Margaret,
Onora, and Mary.

(3) James.

(4) William.

(5) John, vividly remembered in tradition as ‘‘ Shawn ’ac Wawthayzh”
(Seagan Mac Vacéip), 1.e. John macWalter, or John the son of Walter. He
was the famous Gaelic poet of the Walsh Mountain.  “ His name and poetical
remains, after-a lapse of more than two centuries, are yet familiar among the natives
of the Walsh Mountains ; and if the rare qualifications of mind and person attributed
to him by popular tradition, be not greatly exaggerated, John Mac Walter would
not suffer much if put in comparison with the admirable Crichton. But
traditionary tales must be cautiously received. In one respect, namely as a poet,
there is unerring proof of his having, perhaps, excelled the celebrated Scotchman.” 1

Of his poetic compositions, which were all in Irish, some have come down
to our time.  His beautiful Manpdna, or Elegy, on the death of his cousin, Oliver
Grace, of Inchmore, near Freshford, is well known. The bard’s name is always
associated by tradition with the Court of Inchacarran, near Mullinavat, which
was, it seems, his place of residence. He is said to have been M.P. for Waterford,
in 1639. Reduced to poverty in his old age, probably owing to Cromwell’s con-
fiscations, and become completely blind, he at length breathed his last at the
Moat of Lismatigue where some kind friend had given him the shelter of a roof.

1 Hardiman’s Irish Minstyelsy.
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His birth may be approximately assigned to the year 1580, and his death to 1660.
His wife was Johanna, or Mary, Strong, of Dunkit ; but by her he had no issue.

Besides the above sons, Walter Walsh had four daughters, as may be gathered
from his Caoine, composed by his son, John Mac Walter.  In this Caoine occurs
a stanza, of which the following is a literal translation :

“ O dear and beloved father, what noble sons-in-law you brought to this country = Mandeville
of Ballydine, Devereux of Ballyma[gir], George of the flocks and herds, and William Wall the golden-
hearted. You never had a son-in-law of inferior rank ; and you would have had Den, too, were it
not for your close relationship to him.”

From the history of the Devereux family we learn that Jean, daughter of
-Walter Walsh of the Mountain, married Philip Devereux (son of Sir James
Devereux), of Ballymagir, Co. Wexford, who died in 1635.

Walter Walsh, the son of Robert, son of Walter, succeeded his grandfather
as Lord of the Mountain, in 1619, being then a youth of 18 years of age. On the
28th April, 1614, a grant was made to Robert Cowley, gent., * of the wardship
of Walter Walshe, son and heir of Robert fitz Walter Walshe of Ballinegown
(Ballygown), in Co. Kilkenny, deceased ; for a fine of £2, and an annual rent of
£1, retaining thereout 1os. for his maintenance and education.”*  Walter had
livery of his estates, Aug. 6th, 1623, for a fine of £57 6s. 8d. Irish. On the 26th
July, 1637, a grant in virtue of the Commission for remedy of Defective Titles,
for a fine of £15, was made by King Charles I., to him, his heirs and assigns for
ever, of the whole manor of Castlehoyle, in the Co. Kilkenny, and of the manor
of Courthale, an ancient inheritance of the Walshs, in the Co. Wexford. The following
is extracted from the letters patent issued on the occasion :

‘“ We give, grant, bargain, sell, release, and confirm to the aforesaid Walter Walsh, the entire
of the Castle, Manor House and Lands of Castlehoyle alias Lettercorbally, with the appurtenances ;
of all the house, houses, villages and lands of Bawnetoodery, Killcolman, Glasineigh, Newchurch,
Brownstowne, Barndowne, Ballynemabagh, Milodstown, Ballineteaskine, Templeorum, Temple-
nobegg, Ballingowen near Newchurch, Rahinegeragh, Bolleglass, Garriduffe, with the appurtenances ;
and all the lands, houses, and hereditaments now or lately in the tenure or occupation of the aforesaid
Walter’s tenants or farmers, estimated the third part of the houses, villages, hamlets and lands of
Ballynegaunanagh, Shanballynagarrowe, and Attingaddy, and also one-third part of the houses,
villages, hamlets and lands of Derrylackagh and Carrigscarecloney, with the entire villages and lands
of Harristowne, Ballinecooley, Balliworthy, Ballineclony, Coolbane, the lower town of Harrestown,
Rochestowne, and Cloneashe, with their appurtenances, and also one-third of the houses, villages,
hamlets and lands of Knockmelane, Walterstowne, Ginkinstowne, with one-half of the house and lands
of Ballymorrison, and also two divisions of the village, villages, hamlets and lands of Garrygaugh,
with all the villages and lands of Corbally, Killaghie, Coolenymudd, Boshersmill, Ballyngoune, with also
the one half of the houses, villages, or hamlets, and lands of Ballymonie, Ballintlea, Ballingownemore,
Ballygownbegg near Ballygownmore, Garranderagh, Killandrew, Molynevatty, Glandonnell, Skart and
Ballydermody, with their appurtenances, and all the lands, tenements and hereditaments now or lately
in the tenure or occupation of the aforesaid Walter’s tenants, or farmers, estimated one messuage and
ten acres of and in the lands of Jerrypoint, English measure, with also one-third part of the house, houses,

! Pat. Rolis, 12 James I. 1.
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hamlets and lands of Robinstowne, and all the villages and lands of Ballintober, Kilcronane, Bally-
carreu, Ballyknockbegg, Monyhanry, Skarduffe, Ballinvagh, Inishnecarrin, Ballyogreeke, with their
appurtenances ; one toft and garden and ten acres of land in Killfane, and one messuage and acre of
land, English measure, in the fields or divisions of the land of Gurtcullen near Kilmoge; and also
the following yearly rents or chief rents, viz., four shillings sterling for one-third part of the village
and lands of Knockmelane, Walterstowne, and the half of Ballymorrison, Ginkinstowne, Shanbally-
nagarrow, Attingaddy, Derrylackagh, Currasarecloney with its commonage, in the possession of
Philip Walsh fitz Robert, and four shillings, English money, for the other one-third part of Knocke
melane, Walterstowne and the one half of Ballimorrison, Ginkinstowne, Shanballynegarrowe, Attin-
gaddy, Derrylackagh and Currascarecloney, in the possession of Philip Walsh fitz Robert, with their
common pasture grounds; and seventeen shillings and sixpence sterling from the lands of Ballin-
robbuck and Ballynegowenyne, with their commonages; and 11 shillings sterling out of the lands of
Lisdronyne, Muckvally and Cloghrane, with their commonages ; and 17s. 6d. from the lands of Bally-
hemin, with its cornmonage ;. with all the other lands and hereditaments of which rents and service
are due and to be paid and given at the aforesaid Manor of Castlehoyle. All of which premises are
situated, lying and being in the County of Kilkenny.—Rent {4 10s. od. English.

‘“And further . . . we grant . . that the aforesaid castles, houses and lands of Castle-
hoyle and Littercorbally, and the rest of all other lands, tenements, and hereditaments, specified in
these presents, lying and being in the county of Kilkenny aforesaid . . . be reputed and called
one entire Manor in name and effect ; and that the same Manor . . . shall becalled . . the
Manor of Castlehoyle, and enjoy all the rights and privileges appertaining to a Manor. .

‘“ Our aforesaid Castle, Manor, house, village, villages, hamlets, lands, tenements and herednta-
ments whatsoever . . . to be possessed, enjoyed and held by the aforesaid Walter Walsh, his heirs
and assigns, excepting the forementioned houses and lands of Bollyglasse and Rochestowne. And
imprimis the said house and lands of Bolliglasse to be possessed, enjoyed and held by the aforesaid
Walter Walsh, his heirs and assigns, for the sole use and service of his son-in-law [?], Richard Brown,
of Kilkenny, his heirs and assigns ; and also the said house and lands of Rochestowne to be possessed,
enjoyed and held by the aforesaid Walter Walsh, his heirs and assigns, for the sole use and service
of Edward Denne of Rochestowne aforesaid, his heirs and assigns.”

From the above document it will be seen that, in 1637, the Castlehale, or
Walsh Mountain, estate extended from Kilmoganny to Skart and Cloonassy, in
the parish of Mullinavat, and from Ballyglassoon, beside Bessborough Demesne,
to the eastern border of Smithstown, in the parish of Rosbercon. It also included
the townlands of Owning, Springfield, Fanningstown and Kilmanahan, till 1614,
and the townland of Cloone, near Kilmoganny, till 1446. It, moreover, included,
till 1374, the manor and town of Melagh, or Meallaghmore, and Cannderstown,
or Garranmacandrew, now represented by the civil parish of Tullahought and most
of the Marquis of Ormond’s estate in the civil parish of Killamery. Castlebanny,
too, must be added, and probably, also, Ballyhale and other neighbouring town-
lands. Hence the original grant made to the Walshs, of lands along the Mountain,
must have been of very considerable extent. Even Castlejohn, in the Co. Tipperary,
but bordering on Co. Kilkenny, is claimed to have been Walsh property, in the
following passage from the Caoine of Walter Walsh, by his son John Mac
Walter : ‘

« They [i.e. the Walshs] built Castlehale, Castlejohn, and Castlebanny ; Knockmaelan Castle, in
proximity ; Ballynacooly castle, on the side of the declivity. They built a Court in Inchacarran,
and a castle on the brow of the Skart.”

Their hereditary possessions in the Co. Wexford consisted of the Manor of
Courthale, otherwise Corrigbrin (now Carrickbyrne), comprising the towns and
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lands of Courthoile, Rahindoy, Rathkerry and Rahincloney, of which Walter Walsh

of Castlehale died seised in 1619.

To return to Walter Walsh of Castlehale. He was M.P. for Co. Kilkenny in
1639 and following years.  During the stormy period of the Confederation of
Kilkenny, he took an active part with his Catholic fellow-countrymen in their
struggle for religion and country. He must have impressed the Papal Nuncio
Monsignor Rinuccini, very favourably, if it be true, as stated in an old Irish poem,
that the latter honoured him with a visit at Castlehale. = He died suddenly, while
sitting at table, in New Ross, some time between 1650 and 1655, but the exact year
is unknown. In 1625 he had married the Lady Magdalen Sheffield, 2nd daughter
of Sir John Sheffield, and grand-daughter of Edmund, 3rd Lord Sheffield and
1st Earl of Mulgrave ; they had the following issue :

(x) Edmund, eldest son and heir, killed in the King’s service, that is, during
the Cromwellian campaign of 1649-50. Portion of his Caoine was recited for the
writer, in 1892, but it contained nothing more than an enumeration of his many
noble qualities. It is not stated where exactly he met his death. There is a
tradition that he was at first buried on the battle-field, where his life had been
cut short so prematurely ; that some nights afterwards, his spirit appeared to
his footman, told him where his body lay, and desired him to convey it thence to
the burial-place of his forefathers ; and that his behest was loyally fulfilled by the
faithful servant.  He was the last of the Walshs to live in Inchacarran Court.
As his parents were not married till 1625, he cannot have been more than 23 or
24 years old at his death. By his wife, Margaret Grace, whose father,
Oliver Grace, of Inchmore, died at an early age in 1637, he had a son Robert, of
whom presently, and a daughter who is said to have married a blacksmith, and
tQ have lived and died in great poverty. :

(2) Hoyle or Howel, 2nd son. He is sometimes described as of Arderra, in
the Barony of Iverk, and sometimes as of Castlehale. = He was a Lieutenant-
Colonel in the King’s service, and was restored to his estate of Arderra, by the King’s
letter of June 13th, 1661, which describes him as ‘‘ Colonel Hoyle Walsh, of Castle
Hoyle.” On ‘ the 26th March, 1663, Hoyle Walsh, 2nd son of Walter Walsh,
of Castle Houle (Nocent), Innocent,” had a decree from the Court of Claims, for
the same estate of Arderra. = He died without surviving issue.

(3) Robert, 3rd son, who was a Captain in the French army, and died of his
wounds, at Landerseens, in Flanders, in August, 1655, aged 23 years. He be-
queathed his estate in Ireland to his brother Colonel Hoyle Walsh. Their father
was then dead.!

1 See Burtchaell’'s M.Ps., .p. 262, . S
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(4) Elizabeth, who married John Grace, Baron of Courtstown (deceased in 1690).
Part of her Caoine has been translated as follows into English :

‘It is the saying of every female present, that dear to her heart is the spouse of Grace. I say
as an individual among them, as I bend over her with heartfelt anguish, that dear to my heart was
her father’s daughter.

‘“ O Elizabeth, daughter of Walter, thou art to me a cause of affliction. Well did the scarf of
many loops grace thy person, when seated on thy sprightly little steed, and merrily moving towards
the mansion of Courtstown.

‘ O Elizabeth, daughter of Walter, thou art to me sad cause of sorrow. It is thou who wouldst
not require the indulgence of a coach, but wouldst take thy seat on a stately little steed, and watch
with anxious regard the companions of thy journey.

‘O good and gentle folks, pity ye not that a man devoid of reason, should hurry the noble
Elizabeth to the churchyard, on a cold wintry day, while she is deprived of the power to return. By
the good Saint MacDuff, the condition of her children is piteous; they are neither arrived to maturity
nor possess experience, and are subjected to the control of an evil-disposed and penurious woman.
It was on the first day of the present March, that women and children suffered sore anguish for thee,
and that I, like them, felt the sad extreme of grief."”

She rests in Jerpoint Abbey church, between the tombs of her ancestors and
the graves of the Graces of Legan and Ballylinch castles.

(5) Ursula, who married, first, in Oct. 1660, as his 2nd wife, John Bryan of
Bawnmore and Whiteswall ; she married, secondly, in 1676, Edmund Blanchville
of Blanchvillestown.

Some add a third daughter, named Letitia, who, they say, married, first,
—— Tobin, of Keimshinagh, Co. Tipperary, and, secondly, Harvey Morres of
Castlemorres, Co. Kilkenny.  But this statement is inaccurate. Letitia, wife of
Harvey Morres, was the daughter, not of Walter Walsh, who was dead in 1655, but
of R Walsh, who was living, Sept. 12th, 1664,! and who was most probably
Robert Walsh of Piltown, in the Co. Waterford.

Robert Walsh, son of Edmund, of Inchacarran, and grandson of Walter,
of Castlehale, and the Lady Sheffield, succeeded to the Lordship of the Mountain,
on the death of his grandfather, about 1652. @ He was born in 1647, and was,
therefore, but a mere child, when his entire property in the Co. Kilkenny, con-
sisting of about 14,000 acres, was confiscated under Cromwell, in 1653. In the
Down Survey Books, drawn up in 1657, he is mentioned as * Robt., son of Walter
Walsh deceased, aged ten years,” and as * Robert, son of Math. Walsh ; ” but the
*“ Math.” is evidently a mistake for Walt., and “ son  should have been grandson.
By the 148th sec. of the Act of Settlement, 17 and 18 Charles II. (1665-6), *“ Master
[Robert] Walsh, heir of Walter Walsh of Castle Hoyle,” was restored to his principal
seat and about 2,000 acres of his estate. = That he ever effectually recovered the
ancestral mansion of Castlehale, notwithstanding, is, however, most unlikely,
though he is styled ‘* of Castlehovle ” in a document of 1683, in which he is stated

1 Spicil Ossor., Val, IL, pp. 192-4.
VOL. IV. . G
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to have successfully established his claim to 115 acres in Ballynowmabagh (Mabbots-
town), 132 ac. in Millodstown, 88 ac. in Barnadown and Brownstown, 12 ac. in
Castlehoyle, and 39 ac. in Ballynonie, parcel of his former estate. =~ Some years
previously, the Duke of Ormond, to whom the lands of Ballygown, otherwise
Smithstown, and Newchurch, also parcel of the Castlehale estate, had been granted
by the Act of Settlement, re-granted them to Robert Walsh, and his heirs male,
for a rent of £5 a year.

He resided in the castle of Cloonassy in 1689, in which year he was one of the
representatives of Co. Kilkenny in King James’s Irish Parliament. He is most
probably identical with the Robert Walsh appointed a Burgess of Inistioge by
King James’ charter to that town, in 1688 ; with the captain Robert Walsh, one
of those who “ came out of France with King James II. to Ireland ; ” and with
the Robert Walsh, who was Captain in Colonel John Grace’s Regiment during the
Williamite and Jacobite War. As ‘“ Robert Walsh of Cloneassy, Esq.,”” he was
outlawed and attainted, at Kilkenny, on the rrth May, 1691. A few months
later he fell at the siege of Limerick.

His estate, consisting of the lands of Clonassy and Rochestown, in the Barony
of Iverk; and Newtown (recte Newchurch) and Smithstown (now Ballygown),
with the commons belonging thereto, in the Barony of Kells; containing in all
1,918 acres, was sold by the Trustees of Forfeited Estates to the Hollow Sword
Blades Company, June 23rd, 1703.

By his wife, Mary (still living in 1700), daughter of Pierce, brother of Sir James
Walsh, he had : .

(1) Walter, who died in France, unmarried, in 1737, when the senior branch
of the family became extinct in the male line.

(2) Margaret, who married John Daly, of Cork, and died without issue.

(3) Elizabeth, who died young and unmarried.

(4) Magdalen, born in 1684, died in London, unmarried, in 1747, and, was
buried in Westminster Abbey. Her sister, Mrs. Daly, and herself were co-heiresses
to their kinsman Edmund (Sheffield), last Duke of Buckingham and Normanby.

NEwWCHURCH.

The present Irish name of this townland is Teamputll Nuav, of which the
English name is a literal translation.  The church stood in  the old town * of
Newchurch, near the bounds of Ballygown (Ponsonby). There was a village in
““ the old town ” till about 1850, when the tenants were evicted and their houses
all levelled. Up to the date just mentioned, part of the church remained and

.
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served as the gable of a barn belonging to a man named Michael Connolly.  The
site of the village and church has been since ploughed up, and is now a rich pasture
field.

The ancient name of this church was Killiny. In a document of the year
1446, already given,! the townland in which it stood is called Kyllyne, or Killiny,
of Howellyscastell (s.e., Castlehale), to distinguish it from Killiny beside Kells,
where there was another ancient church. The church of Tubberbo, in Durrow
parish, makes the third church of the name of Killiny in the Diocese of Ossory.

MAss-STATIONS AND CHAPELS.

DuUNNAMAGGAN.—There is a Scea¢-an-&ippmnn, or Mass Bush, in Mr. Pratt’s
farm in Danganbeg, on the bounds of John Cahill’s land ; it is in the east cormer
of the field. Here Mass used to be celebrated in the penal times. Mass used to
be said also under the venerable sceach, called Crown-san-Leeanarth, or St. Leonard’s
Bush, in the townland of Lacken-draygawn, near Dunnamaggan.

The first chapel built in the parish since the Reformation, stood in Danganmore,
on the roadside, a little to the north of the old churchyard of Danganmore. Its
founders were, no doubt, the old Catholic Comerfords, or Ryans, of Danganmore.
It was in use in 1731, and probably for many years before that date. It was given
up about 1790. All of it that now remains is part of the gable, to the rere of the
altar ; it shows traces of two small windows and a fire-place, which latter was
a very usual appendage to chapels of the penal days.

Dunnamaggan chapel was built to replace that of Danganmore, about 1790.
It consisted from the beginning of nave and transepts. The nave being found
too small, was in part, thrown down, and rebuilt on a larger scale, by Father Dunphy,
P.P., about 1828. The ancient baptismal font of the ruined church of Dunna-
maggan is used here as a holy water stoup ; it is fluted on the sides, and much
resembles the baptismal font in St. Canice’s Cathedral.

Two mural tablets within the chapel have the inscriptions :

“ This monument is erected to commemorate the virtues of the Revd. J. Fitzpatrick, P.P. of
Dunemaggin. He, after a long life spent in the sacred ministry, went to receive, at the hands of his
Redeemer, the reward of his labours and great virtues, especially his true piety, bhis ardent zeal, and
unbounded charity. Requiescat in pace.”

** In memory of the Reverend Daniel Carroll, P.P. Dunemaggin, who departed this life 26th August,
1878, aged 65 years. May he rest in peace. Amen.”

KiLMoGANNY.—The first modern chapel of Kilmoganny, a thatched one, was

1 See p. 75, supra.
G’



84 - HISTORY AND ANTIQUITIES OF THE DIOCESE OF OSSORY.

[ X} ~f
built after 1788, and was taken down in 1816, when a new chapel was erected on
the same site. The latter being almost entirely rebuilt in 1883, now serves as the
chapel of the district.

PARISH PRIESTS.

REv. PHILIP MOORE appears to have been P.P. in 1610 or 1611.F

VERY REv. PIERCE WALsSH was Canon of Killamery and P.P. of the parish
in Aug. 1669. He is mentioned by Richard Butler, labourer, of Roscon, near
Windgap, in his will dated Sept. 24th, 1672, thus —* I bequeath to father Pierce
Wailsh twenty shillings, and ten shillings more to the rest of the clergy to pray for
me.”” He was probably translated to St. Canice’s in the end of 1682.

Rev. EpMoND BUTLER was P.P. of Dunnamaggan and Windgap, in 1704,
was then 40 years of age, and lived in Meallaghmore. According to a document
in the Public Record Office, Dublin, administration of the effects of *° Revd. Edmd.
Butler, Mealaghmore, Priest of the Church of Rome,” deceased, was taken out
in 1625.

VERY REvV. THOMAS KNARESBOROUGH, next P.P., was one of the executors
appointed under the will of Bishop Malachy Dulany, in April, 1731.  His Pyxis,
long in the possession of the Knaresboroughs of Inch, and presented by them
to Dr. Kelly, Bishop of Waterford, is now in the Museum, St. Kieran’s College ;
it is inscribed in a running hand :—

« Dr. Tho. Crainsbro S.T.D. me fieri fecit, 1729.”
His chalice, still in use in Dunnamaggan chapel, has the inscription :—

j“ This chalice was made up by the parishioners of Danganmore and by the Rev. Thomas
Cranisbro.”

By his last will dated from his house at Coolhill, near Windgap, Jany. gth,
1740-41, with codicil to same added two days later, he orders his remains to be
interred at Killamery ; leaves bequests to his nephew, Mark Cranisbro; to his
(testator’s) brothers, William and Kyran, and sister, Ellen McCarthy, alias Cranisbro
of Carrick ; to the children of his brother Oliver and Mary Neale, his wife ; to his
brother-in-law, Mathew Quirk, clothier, Kilkenny ; to the children of Mr. Timothy
Ryan, of Backlane ; to the children of Mrs. Catherine Archdekin, alias St. Leger ;
and to Mary Gore, his cousin and servant : and then inserts the following clause :—
* Item I leave £10 sterling to the poor inhabitants of both my stations, as also my

1 See Vol. I., p. 82.



THE PARISH OF DUNNAMAGGAN. 85

vestments and chalice to the parish of Danganmore.”  He died, January 11th,
1741, and is buried in Killamery. .

VErRY REv. THOMAS QUIRK, next P.P., became Chancellor of the Diocese in
1749  He died Oct. 6th, 1769, aged 72, and is also buried in Killamery.

REev. RiCHARD SHEE was son of Mr. Christopher Shee, of Stonecarty and
Rossoneany, and Martha Smyth (of the Smyths of Damma), his wife, and was born
in Stonecarty, in 1728. He became P.P., Inistioge, Dec. 21st, 1764, and was
translated thence to Dunnamaggan and Windgap, Dec. gth, 1769. He died, July
17th, 1772, aged 44 years. In his last illness he gave directions to those about
him, to have his remains interred with his father, in Stonecarty churchyard. To
this arrangement the parishioners demurred, and accordingly buried him in
Killamery, with the Parish Priests who went before him.  Soon after, however,
his friends came by night and removed the remains to Stonecarty, and thus the
dead priest’s last wish was fulfilled.?

VERY REv. WiLLiaM PHELAN, D.D., was appointed P.P. Dunnamaggan and
Windgap, July 1g9th, 1772. He lived in Kilmoganny. His house, recently re-
built, is now occupied by Father Purcell, P.P. He was translated to Thomastown
and Tullaherin, Nov. 1oth, 1783.

VERY REV. RICHARD MANSFIELD, D.D., said to have been nephew of Very
Rev. Mark Mansfield, P.P., Danesfort, was born in Rathbeagh, or its immediate
neighbourhood, in the year 1744. He was ordained by Dr. Burke, at Mr. Edward
Staunton’s house, in Legate’s Rath, May 28th, 1768, after which he proceeded to
the College of Nantes to read the usual five years’ course of Philosophy and Theology.
Having completed his studies, he was for ‘“ many years Professor of Theology
in the University of Nantes, where by the sauvity of his disposition, his literary
acquirements, and his urbanity of manners, he endeared himself to a numerous
and highly respectable society.” 2 On his return, by order of his Bishop, to
Ossory, he became P.P., Muckalee, Nov. 7th, 1780, and was translated thence
to Dunnamaggan and Windgap, Nov. 15th, 1783. He was raised to the dignity of
Canon of Mayne, Dec. 5th, 1783, and to that of Chancellor about 179go. He was
President of the Diocesan Seminary, in Kilkenny, from 1791 to 1793, when he
returned to the charge of his parish. ~ Dr. Lanigan appointed him Dean of Ossory,
in quantum potust, in 1811. On Dr. Lanigan’s death, Feb. 11th, 1812, he became
Vicar Capitular, and governed the Diocese as such for the next three years. Dr.
Marum made him his Vicar General, and had him appointed, by Papal Rescript,
Dean of Ossory. He was translated to Gowran, after Father Grace’s death,
Aug. 11th, 1815, but returned to his old parochial charge, about March 17th, 1817.

1 See p. 10, supra.
3 Kilkenny Independent, Sept. 16th, 1826.
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He died in the parochial house, Kilmogany, Sept. 13th, 1826, aged 82, and in
the 59th year of his ministry. He is buried in Windgap chapel.

VERY REvV. EDWARD NoLAN became P.P. on the translation of Dr. Mansfield
to Gowran, in Aug. or Sept. 1815. About March 17th, 1817, he was translated
to Gowran, having exchanged benefices with Dr. Mansfield

After Dr. Mansfield’s death, Dunnamaggan and Windgap became separate
parishes.

REv. KIERAN DuNPHY, first P.P. of the newly formed parish of Dunnamaggan,
was born in Blackmill, Kilkenny ; studied most probably, in the Old Academy ;
and was ordained between 1809 and 1812. He was C.C., Castlecomer, St. Patrick’s,
Danesfort and St. Mary’s ; and was collated as P.P. to Dunnamaggan, in Sept.
or Oct. 1826. He governed the parish a little less than three years, and, dying in
Kilkenny city, July gth, 1829, his remains were buried in the Old Cathedral, whence
they were afterwards transferred to the burial vaults of the new Cathedral.

REV. GEOFFRY FITZPATRICK, born in Knockanure, Mooncoin, was C.C., in
his native parish from 1806 to 1818, and was subsequently C.C. in Callan and
Slieverue, till July 1oth, 1829, when he was promoted to Dunnamaggan. He
died April 7th, 1835, and is buried in Dunnamaggan chapel. ‘

REV. JoHN CLEARY became P.P. in 1835, and was translated to Kilmacow in
1845.

REv. JAMEs ToBIN became P.P. in 1845, and was translated to Mullinavat,
the following year.

REev. PATRICK FoGARTY was born in Kilkenny city ; entered Maynooth for
Logic, Sept. 5th, 1818 ; and was ordained in 1823 or 1824. Having served on
many missions in this Diocese, he was appointed P.P. Dunnamaggan in 1846.
Owing to the loss of his eyesight he had to resign the parish about 1870. He died

in Dublin, March 29th, 1879, and is buried in Glasnevin. The head-stone marking
his grave has :—

‘ Sacred to the memory of Revd. Patrick Fogarty, P.P. Dunnamaggan, Co. Kilkenny, who died
29th March, 1879, aged 80 years. Erected by his niece, Mrs. Amelia Smartt. R.I.P.”

Rev. DANIEL CARROLL was born in Closhnamuck, parish of Castletown, and
was baptized, Feb. 4th, 1812. He studied in St. Kieran’s College, and was ordained
in March 1847. Having served on the mission for some years in the Diocese of
Kildare and Leighlin, he was C.C. Mullinavat and then of Coon, till 1867, when he
became C.C. Dunnamaggan. He became P.P. about 1870, and dying Aug. 26th,
1878, is buried in the parish chapel.

REV. JoHN WALSH became P.P. in 1878 and was translated to Sheverue in
May 1883.
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VERY REV. EDWARD COYNE, born in Balleen, Lisdowney, in 1832 ; studied in
St. Kieran’s College ; and was admitted to Maynooth for Humanity Aug. 29th,
1854. He was-ordained in Summer 1862 ; served as C.C. in Cullahill and Thomas-
town ; and was promoted to the charge of Dunnamaggan, in May 1883. He died
suddenly, after celebrating Mass, on Sunday morning, Nov. 17th, 1889, and is
buried in Kilmoganny chapel.

REev. JaAMEs PuURCELL, present P.P., succeeded.



CHAPTER 1V.
THE PARISH OF GLENMORE.

YW/ T formed one parochial union with Slieverue down to 1846, when it
became a separate parish. It takes in the entire of the civil parishes
of Ballygurrim, Kilcoan, Kilbride and Kilmokevoge, and more than
half of the civil parish of Kilcolumb. Its area is 13,529 stat. acres.

BALLYGURRIM.

In ancient documents Ballygurrim appears as Ballywolgorm, Ballymolgorine,
Ballymolgorme, Balimolgurn, &c. The name signifies O’Mulgurrim’s Town. In
Irish it would be written Daite th thaoit-guinm. The local Irish pronunciation is
Bollee-ghizzhm, which is a slight corruption of Bolleel-ghtzzhm.  The name
Maolgorm does not occur in the Ossorian pedigrees in the Book of Leinster and
Book of Lecatn ; it was in use, however, among the Deisi of the Co. Waterford,
for, under the year 89o, the Four Masters record that ‘“ Maelgorm, Tanist of the
Deisi, was slain.”

Ballygurrim was one of the parishes appropriated to the Nunnery of Kil-
killiheen by David Fitz Milo, Baron of Overke, about the year 1240. The parish
church, traditionally said to have been at one time of considerable ecclesiastical
importance, consisted of nave and chancel, and was 60 ft. long internally. The
walls were 2 ft. g in. thick, and are all levelled to within one yard of the ground,
except the west gable of the nave, which is about 22 ft. high. A baptismal font,
square and unornamented, on the outside, lies within the ruins. There is but
one ancient monument, viz., a large floor-slab, lying in the corner of the chancel :
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it has a large cross, in relief down the centre, at each side of which are carvings
of the emblems of our Lord’s Passion. ~ On the edge is the following inscription
in raised Roman capitals :

HIC IACET ROBERTVS DEN DE BALLYBVSSHER GENEROSVS QVI OBIIT 23 MAI 1626 ET VXOR EIVS
IO[AN]NA AELWARD QVI [rest uncut].

TrRANSLATION.—Here lie Robert Den of Ballybussher (Busherstown), gentleman, who died May
23rd 1626, and Johanna Aylward, his wife, who [ ¥

Wii]iam Den, probably a son of Robert, forfeited Busherstown, under Cromwell,
-and was transplanted to Connaught, in 1653.

A little to the north of the churchyard is a well called Tubberathoggarth, or the
priest’s well, which some consider to have been holy.  There is no tradition
regarding it.

St. Colman is the patron saint of Ballygurrim. Bishop Phelan’s List assigns
his feast to May 21st.  He is presumably identical with St. Colman Lobhar (s.e.,
the Leper), of Mayo, in the territory of the Dalcassians, commemorated on the
same day in the Martyrology of Donegal.

THE FORRESTALLS OF FORRESTALLSTOWN, &C.

The Forrestalls, an Anglo-Norman stock, were landed proprietors in Glenmore
parish from an early date. = They were divided into four main branches or families,
one of which was seated at Forrestallstown, another at Kilbride, a third at Carrick-
loney, and the fourth at Mullinahone.

FORRESTALLSTOWN.—‘‘ John Forstall m’Walter, of Forstallstown, gent.,”
had a pardon, 6th June, 1566.1  Walter and Gibbon Forstall, of the same place,
gents., were pardoned, the former in 1571, the latter in 1572. By Inquisition of
Ap. 5th., 1638, it was found that Gibbon Forstall, late of Forstallstowne, was
seised of Forstallstowne, Ballymolgorine and Ballycrony ; that he died so seised
thirty years before ; and that his son and heir, Walter Forstall, was, at the time,
of full age and married.

By another Inquisition, of Oct. 12th, 1640, it was found that Walter Forstall,
late of Forstall’s towne, was seised of the castle, town and lands of Forstall’s towne,
otherwise Ballynkenny, Ballymvegarran (Ballygurrim), Ballyheamocke,? Newfoer
and Ballycroney, otherwise Rusheldstown ; that he died March 1st, 1639-40;

1 Fiants of Eliz.

% Now Jamestown, still called in Irish, Bollia-hee-omiuck, (accent on Aec) i.c., the Town of Séumoc,
or little James.
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and that his son, James, was then of full agé and married. Under the Cromwellian
regime, James Forstall, with Thomas Den, forfeited Forrestallstown, Miltown,
and Ballygurrim, and was transplanted to Connaught.

The castle of Forrestallstown was thrown down about the year 1800.

In Irish Forrestall is pronounced Furristhawl, i.e., fopnarcal, and Forrestalls-
town is called Bollinurristhawla, i.e., Daite an Fopparcilary.

Ki1LBRIDE.—Redmund more Forstall, of Kilbride, was 'pardoned Dec. 28th,
1571.1 Walter Forstall, of Kilbride, gent., pardoned in 1602 and 1603, was
Constable of the Barony of Ida, in 1608. Edmund Forstall, of Kilbrydy, gent.,
was one of the jurymen at an Inquisition held Aug. 18th, 1623. Richard Forstall,
of Kilbride, gent., and Katherine, wife of Redmond Forstall, of Kilbride, gent.,
are mentioned by one John Kearney as taking part in the alleged plundering of the
Protestants, at the beginning of the Outbreak of 1641. Redmund Forstall, of
Kilbride, gent. appears as a juror in 1636 ; he forfeited Kilbride in 1653, and, with
Walter Forstall, of Kilbride, was transplanted to Connaught the same year.

CARRICKLONEY.—Edmund Forstall m’ Thomas m’ Redmund of Karryckneg-
lonyne, horseman, was pardoned in 1548-9, and Walter Forstall fitz Edmund,
of the same place, horseman, probably his son, was pardoned in 1566. Richard
Forstall, of the same place, was Constable of the Barony of Ida, in 1608, and
received a pardon in 1612.  In 1639 Thomas Forstall, gent., had a grant, under
the Commission of Grace, of the townlands of Carrigneglonyne, Kilmakevoge
and Knockbrack, and } of Ballynerahie. Peter Forstall forfeited Carricknegloning,
Kilmackvoge, Knockbrack and Rathsallagh, in 1653, but his name does not appear
on the list of the transplanted.

The castle of Carrickloney was taken down in the memory of people still living.

In Irish Carrickloney is called Corrig-na-glooin-eeny, t.e., Cappng na
5-Cluainimge, the rock of the little lawns, meadows, or insulated bog islands.2

MuLLINAHONE.—Walter Forstall of Monhowen, gent., had a pardon, in 1571-2,
Richard Forstall, of Monynehoen, gent., appears as a juror, Sept. 22nd, 1636.
In 1653, Edmund Forstall forfeited Munmonewhone, Jamestown, Parkstown,
and Ballybraghy. He is, very probably, the *“ Edmund Forstall, of Monyhoare,’’
who was banished beyond the Shannon in the same year, and who was assigned
lands in the Barony of Islands, in the Co. Clare, amounting to 392 stat. acres,
which after his death, were confirmed to his son, ‘ Peter Forstall, gent., son of
Edmund Forstall, deceased,” by a royal grant of June 26th, 1677.

Mullinahone castle shared the fate of the other Forrestall castles, having been

t Fiants ofgEliz.
3 O'Donovan.
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razed to the ground many years ago.  Its site is pointed out in Mr. Richard Phelan’s
“ castle field,” a few fields west of Glenmore chapel.

In Irish, Mullinahone is called Mullanahooan.  This, too, is the local Irish
for Mullinahone, in the Co. Tipperary. In both cases we have an instance of the
corruption, or substitution, of the liquid / for the liquid #,—a very usual occurrence
in the spoken Irish.  The correct Irish sound of Mullinahone is Munnanahooan,
that is, Muine na h-Uam, the shrubbery of the lamb.

The Forrestalls of Rochestown, lately extinct, are traced by O’Donovan, in a
pedigree to be quoted before the end of this Chapter, to a Captain Edmund Duff
Forrestall, who fought at Limerick, in 1690, and who most probably belonged
to the Mullinahone or Carrickloney branch of the family. The Forrestall name
is still well represented in this parish.

KILCOAN.

Irish speakers call it Kil-choo-ann, that is, the Church of St. Cuan (pronounced
Coo-ann, accent on second syllable). Kilcoan church was a rectangle, 18ft. wide
internally, and about 37ft. long, the walls being 24ft. thick. The foundations
alone now remain.  From the amount of very large rough stones lying on and
around the site, it must be concluded that the church was rudely built and was
of great antiquity. A graveyard of about two acres is believed to have surrounded
it in ancient times ; but, at present, all appearances of a burial ground have been
obliterated, and the site of the church itself is merely a small patch of unprotected
commonage beside the public road. = About 150 yds. to the south, in the wall of
a lane-way, is a great, rugged stone, with a basin-shaped artificial hollow, 12 in.
in diameter and 3 in. in depth, cut on the surface.

St. Cuan’s holy well, called Thubber-chooann, is about a. quarter of a mile
from the site of the church, in the townland of Flemingstown. Beside it is another
holy well, enclosed by a wall and called Thubber-Wizzha (Tobap thuipe), or the
Blessed Virgin’s Well.  Both wells are still frequented for devotional purposes by
the peopie.

Previous to the Reformation the parish and church of Kilcoan belonged to
the Priory of Inistioge, as appears from the Red Book of Ossory.

KILBRIDE.

In Irish, Kyle-vzheedha (Ci\t Ougoe), or St. Bridget’s Church. The church
was a rectangle, 43ft. long, internally, and 184ft. wide ; but the walls, which were
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2ft. 5in. thick, are now all fallen to a height of one yard from the ground.  The
entrance door was in the north wall, near the west gable. The graveyard is very
large, with portion of a deep fosse at the south-west end. At the east end of the
church is an uninscribed head-stone chamfered on both sides, in front, and having
carved on it, in relief, an ancient cross patee, inscribed in a circle ; it is now deeply
sunk in the ground.

The baptismal font lies in the fosse at the south-west end of the churchyard ;
it is square on the outside, and quite rough ; the basin is 1 ft. 7 in. by 1 ft. 5in.,
andis 7 in. deep. A holy water stoup, near the west gable of the church, has a round
bowl], like a basin, 11 in. in diameter, and 4% in. deep. Another holy water stoup,
much resembling this, was taken away out of the churchyard about 1878. A stone,
or rather rock, weighing some tons, in the field under the churchyard, has a basin-
shaped cavity on the surface, 1ft. in diameter and 6 in. in depth.  Beside this
rock is a well, supplied with water by a drain from a holy well about 30 or 40 perches
distant, called Thubbervzheedha, or St. Bridget’s Well. The drain was made, and
the holy well destroyed in the year 1842.

Kilbride church and parish belonged to the Augustinian Canons of the
Congregation of St. Victor, St. Catherine’s Priory, Waterford.

KILMOKEVOGE.

The church of Kilmokevoge was originally dedicated to St. Mochaevog, or
Pulcherius, abbot and patron of Liath-Mochaevog, in the Co. Tipperary ; but,
after the Norman Invasion, it was placed under the patronage of St. James the
Apostle (July 25).  In Irish it is called Kill-mo-chae-voogue, that is, the Church
of St. Mochaemhog or Mochaevog. In English it is often called Killivory, from
a popular notion that mochaemhog means tvory ; but this, writes O’Donovan, “is
truly ridiculous and in every way incorrect.” 1

Kilmokevoge church is rectangular, and, though long a ruin, is still substantially
perfect.  Internally it measures 42ft. by 184ft.  In the west gable, 12 or 14 ft.
from the ground, are two narrow loops, somewhat damaged and widely apart,
each having at top a round arch cut out of a single stone. There is a door in the
north side-wall, 3ft. wide below, but all the upper part of the framework is broken
away. The wall is here 3ft. zin. thick. There is a broken window in the same
wall, near the east gable, and another window, also ruined, opposite this, in the
south side-wall. = The east window is blocked up by a mural monument of the
Stranges of Aylwardstown. There are corbels in the west end for the support of

1 See Ordnance Survey Letters.
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a gallery; and a broken locker in the north side-wall, near the east end. Some very
large stones may be observed here and there in the walls. The church is undoubtedly
ancient, but, as its distinguishing features are either entirely destroyed or seriously
injured, its age cannot be fixed. Most probably it is older than the middle of the
12th century. In the south-east corner, beside where the altar stood, rests the
Very Rev. Dr. Lower, P.P., on whose monument may be read :

‘“ Erected by the Revd. Thos. Malley, Doctor of the
Sacred and White Faculty of Bordeux in memory
of the Rev. Stephen Lower, Bachelor of Lovain,
Doctor of Rome, Prothonotary Apostolic, Archdea-
con & Vicar General of Ossory & Parish Priest of Ida,
who depd. this life the 9th of Janry. 1800, aged 73 years.
Requiescat in pace. Amen.”

Dr. Lower’s grave is hollowed out to a considerable depth by people taking
away the clay therefrom, in the firm belief that it possesses virtue to heal their
bodily ailments.

The Strange monument, beside Dr. Lower’s, commemorates Peter Strange, of
Aylwardstown, who died Dec. 22nd, 1872, aged 67 years; his father Lawrence ;
his grandfather, Peter, who died at Aylwardstown, Sept. 1824, aged 89 years ; and
Thomas F. Strange, who was born, May 11th, 1812, and died Feb. 2nd, 1897.

In the graveyard, at the east end of the church, is an altar-tomb marking the
burial place of the Forrestalls of Rochestown ; it has the family arms, and is inscribed
to the memory of Mr. Edmund Forrestall, of Rochestown, who died in 1797, aged-
45 years.

A little to the north of the church is St. James’s holy well, called, in Irish,
Thubber San Sheeum, or Well of St. James.

The church and parish of Kilmokevoge were appropriated to the Nunnery
of Kilkilliheen, probably by David fitz Milo, about the year 1240.

THE AYLWARDS OF AYLWARDSTOWN.

They were an Anglo-Norman race and, presumably, a branch of the Aylwards
of Faithleg, in the Co. Waterford.

William Aylward of Aylwardstown, gent., was pardoned in 1562 and 1571 ;
was a juror, 2oth March, 1585 ; and was again pardoned, Nov. 18th, 1602. Piers
Aylward, of Aylwardstown, probably son of William, was Constable of the Barony
of Ida, in 1608, and appears as a juror, in 1623. He married Ellen, daughter of
John Fitzgerald, Esq., of Gurteen, and had a son and heir, Nicholas Aylward,
of Aylwardstown, who forfeited the ancestral estate, viz., Knockduff, Aylwards-
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town, Robbinstown, Ballinerahy and Haggard, under Cromwell, and was trans-
planted to Connaught in 1653.

In 1677 the said Nicholas Aylward had a royal confirmation of the lands,
(91T acres), that had been assigned him at his transplantation, in the Baronies of
Clonmacnoen and Longford, in the Co. Galway. By his wife, Ellinor, sister of
Thomas Kelly, Esq., Portreeve of Gowran, he had a daughter, Ellice, who married
Mr. James Frayne, of Brownstown ; and a son, Piers. Piers was made a burgess
of Inistioge, in 1688, and was outlawed, as of Aylwardstown, in 16go. He married
Eliza Butler (daughter of Sir Richard Butler, and sister of Sir Walter Butler, of
Paulstown), by whom he acquired the house and estate of Shankill, near Gowran.
His son and heir, Nicholas Aylward, of Shankill, born in 1686, conformed to
Protestantism in 1711 ; from him descends the present Aylward family of Shankill
castle.

In Irish, Aylward is sometimes called Eye-lurth, and sometimes El-e-vurth ;
Aylwardstown is always called Boll-an-Eye-lur-tha, i.e., Daite an €iteapcag.

In an Inquisition of 1637, Glanseline appears as an altas for Aylwardstown ;
it was, probably, the original name of the townland.

THE STRONGS, STRANGS OR STRANGES.

They were settled at Waterford, from an early period, and held a foremost
place among its citizens.  Richard Strong was Mayor of the city in 1484 or 1485 ;
Peter Strong, in 1560 ; Paul Strange. in 1597 ; Thomas Strange,in 1607 ; and Richard
Strange, in 1634. At least two of them represented the city in Parliament, viz.,
Peter Strong, in 1559, and Richard Strange, in 1634. To this stock also belonged
the Most Rev. Thomas Strong, Bishop of Ossory from 1582 to 1602, and his nephew,
Most Rev. Thomas Walsh (son of Robert Walsh and Anastatia Strong), Archbishop
of Cashel from 1626 to 1654.

In course of time the family acquired, probably by purchase, considerable
estates in South Kilkenny.  About 1560 Peter Stronge held lands to the value
of £51, of the manor of Grannagh.  Richard Strong, of Waterford, probably his
son, is found in possession of the manor of Drumdowney, in 1573, and of the manor
of Dunkit, in 1585. Edward Strong of Dunkit, son and heir of Richard, died June
1st, 1621, being then seised of the manor of Dunkit and of the reversion of the manor
of Drumdowney after the death of Thomas Strong ; he left issue Richard, his son
and heir, then but 12 years old, Thomas, Peter, Joan and Margaret.

Thomas Strong just mentioned, who had been seised of the manor of Drum-
downey, and who may have been brother of Edward, of Dunkit, died May 28th,
1625, leaving a son and heir, Laurence, then but 10 years of age.
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Another member of the family, Paul Strong of Waterford city, held the fee of
several townlands in Inistioge and The Rower. He died Nov. 22nd, 1617, leaving
Peter, his son and heir, then aged 39 years. Peter was succeeded, in turn, by
Richard, his own son and heir. This Richard appears on the list of those who
forfeited in 1653, as do also Peter Strong, of Dunkit, who was transplanted to
Connaught, and Richard Strong, the proprietor of Drumdowney.

Lawrence Strong or Strange, of Drumdowney, son of Thomas (who died, as
above, in 1625), is mentioned in one of the depositions of 1641.  He was still
living in 1661, at which date he was 46 years of age. He was probably
the father of Richard Strange, who was appointed a Burgess of Inistioge in 1688,
and grandfather of Lawrence Strange, of Aylwardstown.  The said Lawrence
Strange, of Aylwardstown, in his will, proved in the year 1720, mentions his
brothers, James and Pierce Strange; his brother (i.e., brother-in-law) Nicholas
Aylward ; his sisters, Ellen Walsh, alias Strange, and Mary Kealy alias Strange ;
his wife, Mary Strange alias Aylward ; his eldest son and heir, Richard, then a
minor ; and his other sons, Patrick and Pierce Strange. Some of the later members
of this family are mentioned on their monument in Kilmokevoge.! His Eminence
Cardinal Wiseman’s mother was a Miss Strange of Aylwardstown, probably a
daughter of Peter, who died in 1824 ; her sister, Harriet Strange, wife of Mr. James
Butler of Kilmogar, Johnswell, died in 1858, aged 68.

In Irish, Strange or Strong is pronounced Sthraoung (a monosyllable), s.e.,
Stpang. Strang’s Mill, in the parish of Kilmacow, is called by Irish speakers, Mwillin
a Straounga, i.e., Muitleann &’ Stpangaid.

KILCOLUMB.

Part of the parish of Kilcolumb belongs to Slieverue, the remainder to Glen-
more. In Irish, Kilcolumb is called Kill-Chullm, which means the church of -St.
Colum. As many saints bearing the name of Colum are commemorated in the Irish
Martyrologies, it is impossible to determine which of them gave name to the Kil-
columb of which there is question here. Some centuries ago, probably soon after
the Norman Invasion, Kilcolumb church was withdrawn from the patronage
of St. Colum and was dedicated, or re-dedicated, under the title of the Exaltation
of the Holy Cross.  September 14th, the feast day of the Exaltation of the Holy
Cross, is now the patron day of Kilcolumb parish.

The church of Kilcolumb is a rectangle, 51 feet long and 18 feet wide, internally.
The north side-wall and the east and west gables are badly built and are, certainly,

1See p.-93., supra.
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