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PRESENT STATE OF IRELAND.

eeti

CHAPTER XIV.

COMMERCE.

MONTESQUIED observes that England, through a jealonsy of Ireland, on ac-
count of its situation, its fertility, and the excellence of its ports, notwithstanding
that she established there, her own laws, imposed on it such restrictions, -that while
the people enjoyed individual liberty, the country itself was kept in a state of - poli-
tical slavery.* Another celebrated writer says nearly the same thing;+ and, how-
ever mortifying it may be to the pride of a nation which, on many-occasions, ‘has
manifested a spirit of liberality worthy of a great and independent empire, it must
be allowed, when we consult the page of impartial history, that these reflections are
too much founded in truth; but that the system which gave rise to them ghould
have been pursued a centary and a half ago, excites less surprise than that is-éhould
have been so long continued. Living in a more enlightened aam Mstructed by the
experience of preceding generations, and being muokrbetter acquainted with the true
principles of pulitical economy, it might be uncandid to examine the measures
of former statesmen, by applying to them the modern standard of political justice and
wisdom. As they were guided in their conduct by motives which we see only at a
distance, and, perhaps, through a different medium, we ought.to be sparing of our
censure ; and, if blame is due, to let it fall chiefly upon those who, in days more
favourable to the acquirement of knowledge, suffered themselves to be influenced
by considerations unworthy of the period in which they lived.

* Esprit. des Loix, lib. xix. ch. 27. uvres, tom, ii. p. 205.

+ ¢ The provinces of absolute monarchies are always better treated than those of free states. Compare the
Pais conquis of France with Ireland, and you will be convinced of this truth; though this latter kingdom
being in a good measure peopled from England, possesses so many rights and privileges as should naturally

" ‘make it challehge better treatment than that of a conquered province.” Hime's Essays, vol. i. p. 30,

" VYor.lL B



] COMMERCE.

But, although the general legislative system of England in regard to Ireland seems
to have been tinctured with a spirit of jealousy, and fear of rivalship in manufac-
tures and trade, it is not thence to be inferred that the interests of the latter were
uniformly neglected, or that assistance was always denied her in the hour of distress.
So far is this from being the case, that it is acknowledged by some of the most re-
spectable of the Irish writers, that Britain, for a long series of years, made effectual
exertions to repair the evils arising from the restraints by which her commerce had
been checked and confined. She opened her great markets to part of the linen ma-
nufacture of Ireland; and she encouraged it by granting bounties on its exportation,
to the amount, taking an average of twenty-nine years, of nearly £10,000. per
annum.* It is admitted, also, that she has made important sacrifices for the protec-
tion of the country ; and that, on some occasions, she has defended it at her own
expense, generously bestowing, for that purpose, out of her own exchequer, con-
siderable sums of money.+
. It is to be observed, also, that even if England has not at all times behaved to

Ireland with that impartiality, tenderness, and affection, which she had a right to
expect, or which her misfortunes demanded, it would be ungenerous to ascribe to
her the whole of the evils she has suffered: ¥f we inquire minutely into the domes-
tic history of the country for the last century, it will be seen that many of them
arose from causes which, depending on matural events, no beman prudence could
foresee or prevent. Others were produced not by public measures, but by the in-
justice or misconduct of individuals, oppression of the poor, and speculations
entered into without due reflection er the means of condacting them with success:
We should be cautious, therefore, in listening to the clamour raised by party writers,
whose favourite object is to impress the Irish with an idea that connexion with
England has heen the bane of Ireland, and the source of all her mieery and distress.

'The dissemination of-aych ideas is attended with the most’ pernicious effects ; it
creates an itl-founded J‘“O“W,Wl to nationmal concord, and has a tendency
to increase discontent among the people; 'who, unfortunately, not being able,
on all occasions, to dmcriminate falsehood from truth, er to separate public griev-
ances from private wrongs, blindly allow themselves to be misled by principles
which are the offspring of ignorance and prejudice.

It does not appear that the commercial jealousy of England was so far excited as
to impose restraints on the trade of Ireland till a long period after the colonization
of that country, under Henry Il.; and it was only when the increase of the English
commerce rendered it an object of particular attention to the parliament, that a spirit
of monopoly began to be manifested, and Ireland to be considered as a competitor
rather than an integral part of the empire.; In the whole statute roll, down to the

* Comaercial Restraimts, p. 53. + Thid, p. 219.
1 Knox’s Extra Official State Papers, p. 59.
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fiftcenth of Charles 1L, a simgle act for laying any duty upon the manufactures,
produce, or merchandise of Ireland, when imported into England, is not-to be found.
On the contrary, all the laws respecting trade, passed in the several reigns antece-
dent to the reato.ration, convey to the people of Ireland the same advantages which
they confer on the people of England. But, without adverting to all these laws,
1 shall quote only a few of the most precise, as they will furnish a sufficient proof
that, at the time they were passed, England and Ireland were considered as oue and
the same country.

The first of Henry VII. enacts that 5o Gascoin or Guien wines be brought in but
by English, Irish, and Welshmen. -

By the fourth of the same king, it is enacted, that no person, of whatever degree,
shall convey or bring into this realm, Ireland, Wales, Calais, or Berwick, any man-
ner of wines or Thoulouse wood, but in ships owned by the king, or some of the
subjects of his realm of England, Ireland, Wales, Cahis, and Berwick, and the
master and mariners being Englishmen, Irishmen, Welshmen, or of Berwick or
Galais.

The act of the third of James 1., for emabling alt His Majesty’s subjects to trade
freely to the dominions of Spain, Portugal, and France, has a preamble which ex-
presses, im the clearest manner, the sense the parliament then had of the common.
right of the king's subjects to a free trade, and the abhorrence they entertained of a
monopoly :  Whereas divers merchants have of lnte obtained from the king, ander
the great seal of England, a large charter of ineorporation for them and their com-
pany to trade into the dominions of Spain and Portugal, and are most earnest suitors
to obtaiu the like for France; whereby none but themselves and such as they shall
think fit, shail take benefit of the sid charter, disabling thereby all others, His Ma-
jesty’s loving subjects of this realm of England and Wales, who onght indifferently
to enjoy all the beuefits of this most happy peace, and also detiarring them from that
free enlargement of common traffic into thoge demstaions, which others, His Majes-
ty's subjects of this realm of Scotland and Ireland do enjoy.”*

Such were the political sentiments which prevailed at this period; and it appears
that from the time that King James established a regular administration of justice
in Ireland, it continued to make considerable advances in improvement till the re-
bellion in 1641, by which the country was thrown mto a .state of confusion; but it
revived in the succeeding reign, and s commerce seems then to have béen in a
thriving condition, since we dre told “ that the customs amounted to almost four .
times their former sum; that the commodities exported from Ireland were twice as
much in value as the foreign merchandise imported ; and that shipping was found to
have increased even an hundred-fold.”+

* Knox's Extra-official Papers, p. 58. + Leland’s Hist, of Ireland, quarto edit. vol. iii, p. 41.
. Be
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4 COMMERCE.

After the restoration, Ireland made a rapid progress in improvement, notwith~
standing the turbulence which had befpre prevailed ; and from the time that the acts
of settlement and explanation were ful}y carried into execution till the year 1668,
it continued in 2 prosperous condition. Lands every where improved, rents were
doubled, towns and cities-increased, and manufactures were established in various
parts of the country. It had, indeed, suffered severely through the fury of civil
and religious.discord ; yet, having been blessed with a succession of five mild sove-
reigps, it recovered from its misfortunes, and began to acquire new energy and life.
This prosperity, which is ascribed, in a great measure, to the wise administration of
James, Duke of Ormonde, received a severe check in consequence of a clamour
- raised in England on account of the exportation of live cattle to that country,
which for several years, had been the principal trade of Ireland,* and which was
erroneously supposed to have the effect of lowering the rent of land. To obviate
this evil a law was passed in England, in 1663, to restrain, and afterwards, in 1665,
to prohibit entii-ely, the exportation of cattle from Ireland. The Irish, deprived of
their principal source of trade, and reduced to the greatest distress, had now no re-
source but to improve their breed of sheep and to manufacture their produce, a
branch of industry to which they applied with the utmost ardour. At the same time,
the Duke of Ormonde, who, on this as well as on every other occasion, shewed him-
self a steady friend to the interests of the country, as an indemnification for the loss
it _had_sustained, procured- from Charles 1I. a letter, dated  March 23, 1667, by
which all the restraints on the exportation of commodities to foreign parts were
removed, except so far as the abolition of them would have interfered with the plan-
tation laws, and the charters which had been granted to trading companies.+ The
lord-lieutenant, also, by His Majesty’s permission, prohibited the importation from
Scotland of linen and. woollen, and other articles, as drawing large sums from Ire.
land, and impeding the_jpcrease of its -own manufactures. * Lord Strafford bad
introduced that of linen, but its progress was suspended by the troubles which
afterwards took place.; What that nobleman had left unfinished respecting this
branch of industry, was completed by his successor. Anxious to promote every
thipg that seemed likely to advance the national prosperity, while he revived the
linen manufacture he encouraged the woollen, not only by his exertion and influence,
but by advancipg money from his own private fortune, towards their support;
and there is little doubt, that to the zeal and indefatigable attention of the Earl of
Strafford, Ireland was chiefly indebted for the increase in wealth which she experi-
enced from that time to the period.of the revolution.

Under the short, but inauspicious reiga of James 11., Ireland fell into a state of

» Caries’ Life of the Duke of Ormonde, vol. ii. p. 318, 319.
+ Ibid, ib) p. 332. 1 1bid, ib. vol. ii. p. 343, 344.
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declipe,* and the many oppressions which the people suffered during the revolu-
tion, reduced it almast to the brink of ruin+ The money, however, which that
event brought into the country for the support of the army, as it furnished capltals
for carrying on the trade of the kingdom, seemed in some measure to inspire it with
fresh vigour. The exports increased, while the imports did not increase in the
same proportion, so that the balance in favour of Ireland” in 1698 amounted to
£419,442.%

But this agreeable prospect was soon obscured by a new law made in England, in
1669, for restraining, or rather prohibiting the importation of all woollen magu-
factures from Ireland. The author of the Commercial Restraints§ considers this
law as originating in a system of colonization, the principle of which was, that the
colonies should send their raw materials to England; and take thence her manufac-
tures, and that the making of these in the colonies should be prohibited or dis-
couraged. However this may be, it was the more injurious to Ireland, as the linen
trade was not yet thoroughly established, and as the woollen manufacture was the sta-
ple, and wool the principal raw material of the kingdom. -

For several years after this period, Ireland seems to have been reduced to a state
of great poverty and distress. The reign of Queen Anne was distinguished by
great military achievements, the splendour of which was sufficient to dazzle a peo-
ple fond of martial ‘glory; but the spirit of party was never carried to a greater
height, and the parliament at that time was too much occupied with its own dissen-
sions to attend to the interests of a remote part of the empire.

During the reign of her successor, things continued nearly in the same languish-
ing condition; and little seems to have been done to revive trade or encourage ma-
nufactures, except an attempt made to establish a national bank by voluntary sub-

* Lawrence, who wrote about 1682, enumerates the high interest of monsy ® Ireland as one of the
causes which retarded the progress of its trade: ¢¢ The fourth W‘ is the height of the interest of
money ; for Holland, that hath money at three per ceuty and’ England at six, cut up traders in Ireland, where
money is difficult to be procured at ten ; whereby the one will undersell the other at his own doors, and run
them down in manufactures at home, and markets abroad ; having also the advantage of better and cheaper
workmen. The dearness of provisions necessitating their poor to work, the same necessity moves them to
inure their children to act from their cradles, whereby they will perform more and better in one day than ours
in two.” The Interest of Ireland Considered, by Richard Lawrence, Esq. Dublin, 1682. part.i. p. 7. A
more modern writer also remarks that, ¢ the lowering the rate of interest of money in Ireland, is no Itss ne-
cessary for the prosperity of the island than a general freedom of trade. Public credit in Ireland has not
yet put on the fetters of monied men ; therefore, the legislature of that island, by a most constitutional expe-
dient, may easily reduce the legal rate of interest to three or four per cent, which would be attended with
many happy consequences, both to the landed gentleman and merchant, and soon give additional vigour to the
state.”” Comparative View of the Public Burdens of Great Britain and Ireland, London, 1772, p. 54. '

4 Hutchinson’s Commercial Restraints, p. 22.

.1 Dohbs’s Hist. of the Trade of Ireland, p. 5, 6, 7, 19.

§ P15, '




6 : COMMERCE.

scriﬁtion; but as this scheme did not meet with proper countenanee or support,
it was soon after abandoned.* Thaf trade was Jow at this period+ appears not
only, from a petition of the woollen-drapers, weavers, and clothiers of the City of
Dublin, praying for relief, but also from the deficiency of the revenue, which in
the year following amounted to £100,000.§ The great scarcity of corn which took
place in 1728 and 1729, and which became so general as to expose thousands to the
danger of perishing by famine, added greatly to the distresses of the country ; and
though the linen trade seemsto have been in a flourishing state, numbers of house-
keepers, deprived of employment, were obliged to beg for bread in the streets of
Dublin.|f : :

While the poor were thus suffering, from one of the severest scourges with which
a pation can be afflicted, much alarm.was excited by the emigration of great
numbers of the people to America.Y Agents from the colonies, had for several
years, it is said, been in Ireland, and masters of ships had gone about the
country, deluding the poorer classes with tales of abundance and estates, which
might be obtained, if they would transport themselves to- that part of the
world. These emissaries were more successful, and better able to seduce the
ignorant populace, in consequence of their necessitous condition ; and it is stated,
that, in the course of three years, above 4,200 men, women, and children, hid been
shipped from Ireland to America, 3,100 of whom had gone off in the summer of
1727. This propensity to emigration spread like a contagious disorder ; it prevailed
most.among the protestaats in the north, which was then the chief seat of the linen
manufacture : it created, therefore, a considerable ferment, and, as some of these
adventurers had purchased goods on credit, and absconded without paying for them,
trade was thrown into a very unsettled state, and no dealer would transact business
but.for ready money. ‘ Lo

Various measares were proposed to counteract this spirit of emigration ; and 4s it
- was conceived that the employment of force might be attended with very serious
consequences, it was resolved that a subscription should be set on foot in Dublin,
to buy corn in Munster, where it was cheap, that it might be sent to the north,

» Journals of the Irish Commons, vol, iv. p, 852,

¥+ 1728.

1 Journals of the Irish Commons, vol. iv. p. 136,

¢ Commercial Restraints, vol. i. p. 44,

"[| Boulter’s Letters, vol i p. 20.

1 Dr. Boulter, in a letter to the duke of Newcastle, dated Nov. 23d. 1728, says: ¢ The people that go
from hence, make great complaints of the oppressions they suffer here, not from the government, but from
their fellow-subjects of one kind or another, as well as of the dearness of provisian, and say these oppressions
are one reason of their going.”  Leflers, vol, i. p. 209. In another letter to the same, dated March 13th,
1728, he tells his grace, ** There are now seven ships at Belfast, that are carrying off about 1,000 passengers,
and if we knew how §o stop them, as most of them can neither get victuals nor work at home, it would be
cruel to do it.”  Boulter's Letters, vol. i, p, 231,

s T AV A g
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with a view of keeping down the markets. This measure, it was hoped, would, in
some degree, give a check to the spreading evil, by allaying the dread of those who
preferred leaving the country to the horror of perishing by famine. About £3,000.
was, therefore, laid out in the purchase of oats, oatmeal, and potatoes ; bat the in-
habitants of the southern districts, fearing that they also might be exposed to want,
assembled in a tumultuons manner, at Limerick, Gork, Waterford, Clonmell, and_
other places, to puvent this beneficent plan from htmg carried into executien. At
Limerick and Cork, in particular, they proceeded to the most outrageous acts of
violence; broke open the warchouses and cellars, and distributed the provisions,
setting upon them whatever price they thought proper. These riots remdered the
calamity still more severe; for the farmers being deterred from bringing their corn
to market, the acarcity became greater, and it was at last found necessary to call in
the assistance of the military to preserve the peace and restore good order.*

In a country where commerce and .manufactures are in their iafancy, and where
paper is circulated without capitals adequate to its support, an individual misfortune
is sufficient to produce, in the operations of trade, a derangement, which, under
more favoursble circumstances, would scarcely be felt. This was the case in Ireland
in 1782. In that year the credit of paper sustained.a very severe shock, by the
failore of a bank which had been carried on under the firm of Benjamin Burton,
Francis Harrison, and others ; and as the bankrupt laws were not then established
in Ireland, it became necessary to have a bill drawn up for the relief bf the creditors,
which was sent over to the privy council of England to be passed. Dr. Boulter says,
that, at this time, there was so little speciec in the country, not, perhaps, above
£500,000., that without.paper credit, neither trade conld be carried on, nor rents
paid; and that so.much depended on this bill, that had it misoarried, the public
credit of the kingdom would bave been in ‘danger of being completely overturaed.+

These evils, though sufficiently great of themselves, were 2ccompanied by others,
which could not fail of having a prejudicial influamet on the prosperity of trade;:
bat more particularly en that carried on in the interior of the country. 8o great a
scarcity of silver and other coin prevailed, that the manufacturess and common
classes could, with difficulty, find money sufficient to enable them to purchase
necessaries in the market.t This deficiency arose chiefly from the disproportion
which existed hetween the value of silver and.that of the Portugal pieces then
current in Great Britain and Ireland, there being a profit of two and a half
per cent. by bringing Portugal gold into Ireland rather than silver, and the same loss
by carrying gold from it instead of silver; so that the whole silver, almost, in the
country was drained, and the return for Irish exports was always made in
goldy This evil was attended with such alarming consequences, that a representa-

* Boulter’s Letters, val, i. p. 230. + Ibid. vel.ii. p. 93.
1 Ibid. vol.i. p. 9L ¢ Ibid. vol. ii. p. 170.
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tion of its effects was drawn up, and presented to His Majesty, by the government
and council of Ireland ; and a remedy was applied, under the administration of the
duke of Devonshire, by reducing the value of silver to the same standard as that of
foreign gold. *

In the years 1740 and 1741, the horrors of scarcity again returned, and thousands
of the poor people are said to have periahed through absolute want, and the use of
bad provisions.+ This misfortune occurring so soon after the former calamity of the
mame kind, occasioned considerable embarrassment to trade ; but an influx of money,
after the peace which took place in 1748, and the success which had attended the
linen manufacture, increased the wealth of the country, and enabled it to reduce,
by degrees, and afterwards to extinguish, the whole of the national debt.}

About this time, however, delusive ideas of public prosperity, or the improvident
spirit of speculation, induced many persons to circulate paper to a very great
amount, not only beyond their capitals,§ but even far exceeding that just proportion
which the quantity of paper ought to bear to the national specie. By these means,
individuals, who possessed little or no property, became importers to a great extent ;
commercial transactions were carried beyond their just limits, and. thé consequence
was, that in 1754 and 1755, three of the principal banks in Ireland failed;|| a
circumstance which spread no little conabemat:on, and gave a severe blow to the
prosperity of the country.

A period of much misery seems to have ensued ; and so great was the distress of
the people for food, that one of the first steps of the duke of Bedford, on
assuming the reins of government in Ireland, was to obtain the king’s letter, dated
March 31st, 1757, for £20,000., to be expended as he should think most likely to
relieve the wants of the suffering people. Credit, which had been drooping ever
since 1754, was now completely overturned ; three more banks failed,* and, ata
general meeting of the merchants of Dublin, in April 1760, which was attended
by several members of the House of Commons, the inability of the former to carry
an business, not-from want of capital, but from the stoppage of all paper cir--
culation, and the refusal of the remaining bankers to discount the bills of the most
respectable houses, was fully established. A petition was, therefore, drawn up -
by the merchants, representing their misfortunes, and praying for relief, which was -
presented to the House of Commons. The house referred it to a committee, and
the committee resolved, that they had ascertained the truth of the matters alleged in

s Boulter’s Letters, vol. i. p. 170,

+ Commercial Restraints, p. 47. Smith’s Kerry, p. 77.

1 Commercial Restraints, p. 49, ¢ Journals of the Irish Commons, vol. ix. p. 818,

§ March 6th, 1754, Thomas Dillon and Richard Ferral failed; 3d. March, 1755, Witliam Lennox and
George French; the same day, John Wilcocks and John Dawson. i

- 4 Commercial Restraints, p. 60, ** Clements', Dawsan's, and Mitchell’s.
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the petition, that the quantity of circulating paper was not nearly sufficient to
support the trade and manufactures of the kingdom ; and that Parliament should
enp,ge till the 1st of May, 1762, for the solvency of the then subsisting banks
in Dublin, to the amount of £50,000 for each. To these resolutions the house
fully agreed, and they were attended with a very beneficial effect.*

In the year 1762, a new evil made its appearance, which all the exertions of
government and the legislature were not able to suppress ; and which, as it affected
chiefly those parts of the country where manufactures were not established, was a
proof of the general poverty of the people, and of their idleness from the want of
employment.+ This evil was occasioned by the risings of those deluded men called
White Boys, the original cause of which was as follows: Some landlords in
Munster let their lands to cotters at rents far above their value, and to lighten
their barden, they agreed to allow commonage to their tenants by way of recom-
pense ; afterwards, in despite of their contracts, and contrary to every principle
of justice, the landholders enclosed these commons, and precluded their unhappy
tenants from the only means of making their bargains tolerable. These ignorant
peéople resenting, as might be expected, the ill usage they had experienced, betook
themselves to violence; and having mo prospect of redress, did all the mischief
they could, but particularly to the clergy, against whom their chief, vengeance
scemed to be directed.}

These insurrectional commotions were followed. by others of a similar nature,
though the causes which produced them were different. In the year 1764, the |
people in the manufacturing parts of the province of Ulster rose almost to a man,
in consequence of their being obliged to work on the roads; and from the oak
branches which they wore in their hats, acquired the denomination of White Boys.
They were, however, soon dispersed by the military, and the next session, parlia-
ment taking the matter into consideration, wisely repealed the old road act, and
provided for the repair of the hlghways by means more equitable, and less calcu-
‘lated to excite discontent.

Another party known by the name of steel boys, were goaded on to acts of vio-
lence by the rapacity of some landlords, whe, according to a mode practised in
Ireland, and unfortnnately, too common, let their land by taking large fines and
tmall rents.

- The occupiers of farms, though willing to give advanced rents, were unable to pay
excessive fines ; they were, therefore, dispossessed by the wealthy middle men, who,
not contented with moderate interest for their money, racked the rents to an extent

-8 Commet::ial Restraints, p. 66. © ¢ Ibid. p. 49.
1 Campbell’s Phil. Survey of Ircdand, p. 304.
Vou. II. G




10 COMMERCE.

above the reach of the old tenant.* The helpless peasants being thus abandoned
gave way to the impmlse of their ungovernable passions, and vented .their fury oo
those whom they codsidered as their oppressors. These commotions, so0 unfavour-
able to the prosperity of trade and manufactures, afford a striking and melancholy
proof of the state of the country.at the time they took place ; and, as two of them
arose from causes unconnected with public measures, may convince those who sacribe
. every evil they experience to government, that national misfortunes depend more
on the conduct of individuals, than is generally believed or admitted.

. In.1765, the crop of potatoes failed t:hroughout the whole country; tbe spring
corn bad also failed, and the price of grain became so high, that the moet alarming
cansequences followed, the people being every where reduced to a state of the
wtmost distress. With a view to remedy this evil, two acts were passed early in the
session of that year, for stopping the distilleries, and preventing the exportation of
carn for a limited time. In the following spring it appeared, that the fears which
had been entertained, were too well founded ; several towns. experienced great misery
from the want of corn, and it, therefore, became necessary to issue money from the
treasury, to purchase grain for the use of such places as should apply for relief.

In 1770 and 1771, the distress, on accodnt of the high price of corn, again re-
curred ; and the bad effects which these years of scarcity had on the general state of
the country, seem to have continued for some time after; for, in 1778 and 1779,
though corn was abundant, the manufacturers were not able to purchase, and thou-
sands of them were supported by the liberality of the public. The consequence
was, that corn fell so low, that the farmers in many places were unable to pay their
remis, and were every where involved in difficulties.+

. Inthe years 1771 and 1772, the bankrupt laws were introduced inte lrehnd, as
Sfﬂt inconvanience had arisen to trade in that country, from the want of them.}

In the year 1775, Ireland was admitted to a pamclpatlon in the Newfoundland
fishery, in consequence of an act passed for encouraging that nursery of seamen, by
the granting of certain premiums. § Itwas necessary that the ships employed should
be British built, and of the burden of fifty tons at least. Before this act,: the Irish
bhad sent ships to Newfoundland, which the British commanders on that station, ‘had
permitted to fish, and entered in their reports as British vessels ; but, as they were
now relieved from the necessity of trusting to so precarious an indulgence, and were
liberally supported by their parliament, they carried on the Newfoundland fishery
with considerable spirit. By the same act, bounties, allowed to ships employed in

* Campbell’s Phil. Survey, p. 311.

+ Commercial Restraints, p. 76, 77.

1 11 and 12 Geo. III. c. 8., when they were enaeted to continue till the 34th of June, 1700, and by 30
Geo. III. c. 45, they were renewed '
# 15 Geo, III. c, 31.
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the whale fishery to Greenland and Davis’s Straits, were exterded to shlpe fitted out
from Ireland.*

In times of war, commercs is exposed to many restraints, wlnah, however injuri-
ous to indiwdmals, must be patiently endured, on account:of the public good.
During the unfortunate’ period when we were engaged in hostilities with America,
govevnment, apprekensive that the French fleets and our rebellious colsnies- might
seceive supplies of provisions from Ireland, laid an embargo on Irish butwr, salt,
beef, and pork; and the prohibitéon to éxport these articles, cohpretiended not onty
France and America, but every other part of the world, though:the' French couid
reccive the same nocessaries from Sweden and Denmark. The Iridh merchants
finding this measure ruinous to their tride, whick was almost annihilatedy, and' that
the embargo was neodiessly extended to all the European. pors in geseral, exertod
their whole influence to get it taken off, except so far as it related’ to France. Ao
application was accordingly made for this purpose, and the relief prayed ‘for was
granted in regard to butter in 1788 ; and, in regard to other provisiems, in the
beginning of the fotlowing year.+ ' .

However paradoxical it may appear, it is certain from authentic documents, that
notwithstanding the numerouns evils with which Ireland was: afflicted during the
greater part of the last century, and the vasious restrictions with which her com-
merce was fettered, her trade increased in a regular progression, except in the un«
fortunate period from 1720 to 1780: A well-informed writer even asserts, that in
the course of eighty years, it increased more in proportion than the trade of Eng-
land, and, perhaps, if it could be ascertained, it would be found that her extérnal
trade was, in proportion to her capital, greater than that of England; but with
respect to internal trade, she is still far behind, and, until there be some improvement
in the latter, she cannot expect to see her people fully employed, or afiuence gene-
rally diffased. {

In the year 1709, a complete change was effcsted in the commercial relatnons of
Ireland, by an event which had been long wished for by the people at large. The
parliament of that country, which met on the 12th of October,.stated in an address to
His Majesty, that a free trade alone could save the country from ruin. The house
of lords concurred in similar expressions, and the minister deeming it eligible to

lhcphmon s Annals of Commerce, vol. iii. p. 576.

+ The proclamation for the embargo was dated Februzry 3, 1776, and comprehended all ships and vessels
laden in any of the ports of Ireland, with provisions of any kind, except ships carrying salted beef, pork,
butter, or bacon, into Great Britain, or provisions to any part of the British empire, except the colonies men-
tiomed in the said preclamation. ©n the 4th of January, 1799, it was finally taken off as far as it related to
ships carrying provisions to any of the ports of Europe.

1 Lord Sheffield’s Obsetvauons on the trade of Ireland, p. 269.

Ce
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comply with this demand, a bill was brought into the British parliament in. December
following, and after some discussion, was finally approved, and received the sanc-
tion of all the branches of the legislature. By this bill, the laws which prohibited
the exportation of ‘any woollen manufactures from Ireland to any.part of Europe,
and those which interdicted the importation of glass from Ireland, were repealed;
and the Irish were at the same time permitted to export and import commodities to
and from all parts of America, and the British colonies in the West India Islands
and Africa, subject to such regulations as should be adopted by their own parlia-
ment. The attainment of these advantages excited a desire for the acquirement of
others still more important. It was considered, that as long as England retained the
power of making laws to bind Ireland; the boon she had granted was merely a con-
cession revocahble at pleasure, and that commercial jealousy might induce her at a
futare period to retract what she considered not as a right, but as an indulgence.
These and other motives, into which it is needless here to enter, gave rise to farther
demands, which were at length complied with in 1782, when the sole right of Fre-
land to regulate her commerce, and to bind herself in all cases, was fully recognized,*
the act of the sixth year of George I., for securing the dependence of the kingdom of
Ireland upon the crown of Great Britain, being totally repealed.+ As a testimony
of gratitude to the legislature of Great Britain, tlie parliament of Ireland, on this oc-
casion, voted 20,000 men for the use of the British navy.

In the year 1783, the people of Ireland abtained a farther comcession, their
cliim to be governed only by their own laws, being admitted by the British parlia~
ment in its fullest extent; and it was enagted, that no appeals from the courts in
Ireland should, after that period, be made to any court in Englandi.

The events that followed, afford a memorable proof how little men are acquainted
with the extent of their own desires; and that when enjoymeats, which they conceive
to be the summit of their wishes, have been attained, a wider scene opens before
them, and new objects arise to disturb their happiness and excite discontent. Con-
sidering them, indeed, impartially, it can hardly be denied that they afford some
ground for the reflection thrown out against the Irish, that ¢ they are a turbulent
people, who can be satisfied by no concessions, and whose demands . increase in pro-
portion to the blessings which they enjoy.” Possessing all the pride of the Scots
without their prudence; equally susceptible of alarm as the English without their
coolness ; and, like the French, buoyed up with a high idea of the advantages of their
country, which, seen through the medium of national vanity, appear magnified
greatly beyond the truth, they have, on many occasions, indulged in hopes too vast

* Essay on the best means of providing employment forthepcople By S. Crump, M. D M.R.L A, .
p. 307—309.

4 22 Geo. IIL c. 53. Macpherson’s Annals of Gommerce, vol. iii. p. 713. )

3 23 Geo, IIL c. 28. Ibid. vol, iv. p. 37,
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to be realized, and finding themselves disappointed, have vented their dlspleasurc in
frivolous clamour and unfounded complaint.

But, as it might be ungenerous to stigmatize a whole people, in cases where the
blame ouglit to fall only on a few, it is proper too state, that much of the public fer-
ment about this time, arose from the conduct of some factious . demagogues, who, by
artful insinuatiops, were too successful in reviving old prejudices, and making
their countrymen believe that they still laboured under grievances, to which they
ought not tamely to submit.*

‘ The concession; made to Ireland, and the freedom of commerce, had not produced
80 many, or so gfeat advantages as had, perhaps, so sanguinely been expected. Se-
veral of the Irish merchants, in their eagerness to profit by the advantage of foreign
trade, which they had so recently acquired, seemed almnost to have forgotten, that fo-
reign trade can be supplied only from a redundance of commodities and manufactures
over the demand for home consumption ; they, therefore, precipitately pushed all
kinds of goods, many of them in a very imperfect state,+. to. America and other fo-
reign countries, and were much disappointed at finding their remittances slow and
precarious. The consequence was, that the manufactures of the country, which next
to agricalture, ought to be the chief object of attention, as the basis of all trade, were
starved for want of capital;' and the lahouring manufacturers, with the lower classes

 Lest tho Irish should think that I have here been illiberal, I shall beg leave to refer to the follow-
ing observations of a respectable writer, who certainly could have no motive for distorting the picture
which he bas drawn: ¢ But such is our miserable nature, that discontent, delusion, and extravagancies
seem to gain ground; they have spread over the land under circumstances which ought to have produced the
most oppesite cffects; and no longer ago than last summer, if we may give any credit to public prints, Ire-
land appeared to have neither coustitution, nor government, nor common sense: aggregate, or other meetings,
had announced that a total change was necessary, that the parliaments were bad, that. they were dependent,
and this shartly afier parliament had asserted the independence of the legislature, and had 83ill°d more popu-
lar advantages for the country, than all the parliaments of Ireland cver had' done.

¢¢ The people were clamorously declared to be enslaved, at the very time when they were mamfestly supe-
rior to all control, either of reasonor law. Msetings were held for untawful purposes. The public papers were
fled with treason against the constitution and the established government ; the wild and baneful idea of se-
paration from Great Britain, was discussed in idle speeches, without exciting either astonishment or indig-
mation. Various means were adopted to inflame, and all arts emplond to persuade, that the manufactures
were declining, notwithstanding the most glaring proofs to the contrary.

¢ It is sometimes difficult to account for popular discontent; but in the instance here descnbed it is evi- -

dent that they had no foundation, and that they were fomented by men, who knew they had no chance of no-
tice but in times of anarchy and disorder, and who in hope of plundering the wreck enjoy the storm.” Lord
Sheffield’s Observations on the Manufactures and Trade of Ireland. London, 178§. 3d. edit. p. 353, 354,

+ Many of the Irish goods exported were of such defective quality, owing to the infant state of most of
the manufactures, that the character, and, consequently, the interest of Irish manufactures and commerce,
were very much injured by their premature appearance in foreign markets. Se¢ Wallace's Essay on the Ma~
sufaclures of Ireland, p. 77. :
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in general, were reduced to the greatest distress, and of course became discontented
and riotous. At the same time, 2 number of people, misapprehending the cause of
this evil, imagined that if foreign manufactures, including British, could be entirely
shut out by high duties, those of Ireland could not fail toflourish. A general out-
cry was, thus raised for protecting duties, as‘they were called, and this was succeeded
by the adoption of non-importation agreements m every part of the country. So
general was the public clamour in favour of this expedient, that even the Grand
Jury of the city of Dublin, which had usually been under the influence of the court,
gave their sanction, on this occasion, to the popular agreement, and the parliament
of Ireland, though they refused to enact the protecting duties, imposed duties on
British refined sugar, wine, and printed callicoes, in order to secure a preference
to their own manufactures of these articles. It was not, however, to be expected,
that every one should resist the temptation of breaking through the non-importation
agreement; but-those who ventured to transgress, were, assoon as discovered, sub-
jected by the populace to the American punishment of tarring and feathering.*
A magnificent coach was also smeared over with- tar, because it lad been made by
Hatchet of London; and it is reported, that it was in agitation, to clothe the Lord
Lieutenant himself, in a complete dress of this new species of Irish manufacture.
With a view of allaying these discontents, which seemed likely to be attended
with some serious evil, .great exertions were made-the year following, that is, in the
year 1785, to establish a regular and permanent system of commercial regulations,
on the principle of reciprocal advantage to both countries. This important object
was introduced into the parliament of Ireland by Mr. Orde, on the 7th of February,
in the form of propositions for regulating the trade with the colonies and between
the two kingdoms, together with an offer of compensation for the concessions to be
made by Great Britain. These passed through both the houses of the Irish parlia-
ment in the course of a few days; and on the 22d’ of the same month, were laid before
the British House of Gommons, and though a committee of the principal manufac-
turers of the kingdom gave it as their opinion, that if the propositions were adopted,
the manufacturers of this country would be obliged to transfer their capital and works
to' Irefand, on account of the- lighter taxes and lower price of labour, they re.
-céived the sanction of the House of Commons on the leth of May, or rather at eight
o’clock on the mormng of the 13th.+
Though these propositions had excned great alarm, and were generally disliked

#'This mode of punishment, practised by the American rabble, is said 'to be as old as the expedition of
Richard the L. to the Holy Land; for that prince ordered that boiling pitch should be poured over the heads
of thieves, and that they should then be covered with feathers, as a mark to know them by. Such offenders
were also to be set on shore on the first land that occurred. * Hoveden inter Smpl bost. Bedam. 1. 379, b

+ Macpherson’s Annals of Commerce, vol. iv. p. 84.
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in England, as conferring too greit advantages-on the trade of Ireland, they met with
po better reception in that country, where they were considered by most people, as
sacrificing the manufactures and commerce, and annihilating the honour and.in-
dependence of the kingdom. When again submitted to the Irish Parliament and
put to the vote, the majority in favour of the question being only nineteen, it was
considered so small that the bill was withdrawn, and the measure afterwards aban-

doned.* -

In 1785, many of the inbabitants of Geneva having quitted that little commonwealth,
in consequence of the political dissensions which had for some time prevailed there;
a plan was formed for establishing a colony of them in Ireland, as it was hoped that
they might contribute towards introducing a spirit of industry into the country. The
sum of £50,000. was granted by Parliament to defray the expense of their removal,
and for building a town for them, to be called New Geneva ; but these emigrants
demanding certain privileges which they were refused, the greater part of the in-
tended colonists altered their mind, and those who had come, not finding their
expectations fulfilled, soon quitted the country. Such was the end of a project,
which for nearly four years had attracted much public attention, and from which
it was imagined that great advantages would arise, as well to the new cntwens as to
the country.+

By an act passed in 1787,% all vessels registered in Ireland, agreeably to an act
of the parliament of-that kingdom, were to enjoy-all the privileges of British
vessels.§ '

In 1788, an attempt was made to reduce the rate of interest in Ireland from six
to five per cent., and a bill for that purpese was carried through the House of Com-
mons ; but it was rejected by the peers of that kingdom.|| -

In consequence of the attempts made in Ireland, to throw off all coanexion be-
tween that country and Great Britain, it was thought proper to revive the ancient pro-
posal for incorporating the ‘two countries by #m union, similar to that between
England and Scotland. This important measare met, however, with a very stre-
nuous opposition in the parliaments of both kingdoms; bat it was finally carried by
majorities in both, without the intervention of commissioners on either side, and
ratified by the royal assent.q : .

The Act of Union cousists of eaght articles, the principal heads of which are as
follows:

I. From the 1st day of January 1801, the two kingdoms are united into one, by
the name of The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland.

» Macpherson’s Annals of Commerce, vol. iv. p. 91, 92.
4 1bid, ib. vol. iv. p. 77.

1 27Geo. I . 16.

¢ Macpherson’s Annals, jbid. p. 125, °

|l Macpherson, ut supra, p. 168.

1 Ibid. ib. p. 496. :
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II. The suctession to the crown of the united kingdom continues limited ind
settled according to the existing laws, and the terms of the union betwgen England
and Scotland.

HL. The United Kingdom is represented in one and the same parliament, to
be styled The Parliament of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland.

IV. The Irish peerage is represented by four lords spiritual, elected in rotation
of sessions, and twenty-eight lords temporal, each elected for life, to sit m the House
of Lords, of the Parliament of the United Kingdom: and the commons of Ireland
are represented by one hundred members. Irish peers, not elected for the united
parliament, may- still be elected representatives of the Commons of Great Britain,
relinquishing for the time their privilege of peerage.

V. The churches of England and Ireland, as established by law, are. umted in
one protestant episcopal church, to be called the United Church of England and
- JIreland. The doctrine, worship, &c. shall remain in full force for ever, as now

established for the Church of England : and this shall be an essential fundamental

of the union.
V1. From the first day of January, 1801, His Majesty 8 subjects of Great Britain
and Ireland are éntitled to the same privileges, and are on the same footing, as to

encouragements and bounties on articles of the produce or manufacture of either

country ; and, generally, in respect of trade and navigation in all parts of the united
kingdom and its dependencies. All produce or manufactures of either country may
be carried to the other, without prohibition, and without any bounties : ncither shall
any duty be charged on them, except certain permanent countervailing duties on

particular articles, contained in a schedule annexed to the act, and other duties,

for a term of twenty years, on articles contained in another schedule, &c.

VII.  The interests of the national debt, incurred in ecither kingdom before the
union, and the sinking fund for the redempuon of it, are to be provided for by each
kingdom separately. For the future expenditure of the united kingdom, Great

Britain shall proyide fifteen-seventeenth parts, and Ireland two, till the first of Ja--

nuary, 1821 ; after which, the expenditure, except that attending the separate debt

“of each kingdom, shall be defrayed in such portions, as shall be directed by parlia-.

ment, from time to time. The debts, to be contracted in future, shall be on the joint
account of the united kingdom, and be provided for in the proportion of the contri-
butions of each country, subject, however, to the modification of parliament

VIII. All laws in force, and all courts of judicature, established in either king-
dom at the time of the union, shall remain ; subject, however, to the modification
of parliament.

Commerce may be divided into two kinds, foreign and domestic.

In Ireland, domestic trade in towns is carried on in the same manner as in other
civilized countries, by means of money tokens; which determine the value of differ~

’
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ent articles, according tq ap apsumed, hut ‘H‘?S!W stapdard. o placey, hqwever,
remate from towns, the exchange of ﬁppmndltm Is carried ou by tally payments,
withqut the intervention of circulating mediym, a circymstance which forms a striking
difference between the stats of Jrelapd spd of England. This grises from the want of
that due division of labous, ®hich alwayp takes place a3 a country advances ip wealth ;
and whers it exists, as it repdsrs capjtal ponecessary, it leaves po stimnlug for the
industry of the inhabitapts-  Under thiy system, pgople purchase at the dearest rate
witheut keowing it, apd, tq nse their own pRpression, are placed under the complete
“ comtrol of their masters ;" ¢ for there js ng myn ot oppressed pader the extremest
misery, that is not in a situation jo consyme several thipgs which are neither ga-
thered nor fabricated, except ip placescggsiderably distapt from him, and ngt less
istant from each other.””* -

1 am much astopished that this cystom, which prevails throughout the greater part
of Ireland, has mever been poticed by writers who visited that couptry. I ve-
member to haye seep persons who had no kngwledge whatever, either of money or
of the English language, coming t9 a. house where I was yisiting, at 2 saasop whep
dittle employment was to he found, sauntering about or sitting gver a turf -fire the
whole day, and afterwards applying to their master for gome potatoes, which they
quietly received, desiring him to “ put them to account.” In 2 word, wool, flax,
and every article of consumption, which entexs into the commerce of a country, pass
from gne hand to another in this way.

One source of intezrnal commerce, however, in Ireland, intimately connected thh ‘
foreign. trade, js the sale of produce which finds its way abread, and the disposal of
foreign productions imported, both of which fréquently pass through many hands,

_ yielding a profit to each. The extent of this trade will be seen by the imports

and exports, a table of which I have drawa vp." In consequence of prohibitory
daws, and tbe,hab@ts whxc,lx thege have jnduced, this cammerce is vqry,wh confined
10.Great Britain .angd Scotland ; but if there were ne ather motivas for this lum—
tation, self-interest would .turn the current Of trade .into the same channel.
Great Britain offers the greatest advantages, and the Irish, in both cases, act
wisely in deahng at the best market. The superior skill of the British work-
smen and artisaps xgnclr,tp their articles mps:h xheapqr ; and the ppulepce of
British merchasts enables them .to sell on longer credit, mtcumstancqr which
give a decided superiority to our trade over that of every other country in the’
world.

That part of the Irish trade which properly comes under the denomination of
foreign, isyery small. The amoupt is exactly ascertained, and I have glven itin a
suhsequent table. .

# Reflections pn, the Promatipn and Distribution of Wealth, hy M. Turgot, Not havmg the original, [
have been obliged to quote from the translation. Lond. 1795.
Vou. 11 D
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It may be readily perceived, that a great part of the trade which is here described, .
can add little to the national riches; and yet mankind in general seem much dis- -
posed to attach importance to the gain of individuals, as increasing the national
stock ;* but they forget, that where there are buyers there are also sellers, and that
what one man acquires, another loses.+ Internal commerce is a proof of the circu-
lation of the productions of a country, and - so far as it-administers to the wants.or

" comforts of the inhabitants, it is highly valuable and important; but it is foreign
commerce which increases national wealth, and forms the most productive source of
revenue. The more foreign articles are enhanced in price, the greater is the desire
to possess them, and the demand is thereby increased.t

Dublin, being a populous city, enjoys a considerable share of the commerce of thée
kingdom ; it possesses, in particular, the principal part of the colonial trade ; but
the colonial trade, collectively, is inferior to that of Glasgow. In continental com-
merce, there is not a single firm that corresponds immediately with Germany. In times
of -peace there are houses connected with Spain and Portugal, in consequence of the
wine tradé, which is carried on to a considerable extent between these countries and
Dublin, and particularly with the latter. The chartered monopoly of the East Itlia
Company excludes Ireland from direct intercourse with any of our Asiatic settlements;
but } hope the period is not far distant, when the India trade will be freed from its pre-
sent restrictions, and laid open to the fair.competition of enterprise and industry.  The -
Irish members, and other friends of Ireland, have a fair opportunity of exerting them-
selves in favour of a‘claim which can be supported by every argument of justice and
necessity ; for I agree not in opinion with those who consider the Irish merchant to

* This circumstance has been treated in an elaborate manner by Dr. Gray, in his Essential Wealth of
‘Natioss. - Lond. 1767, p. 112.

+ Malthus says, in his quarto edit. 1808, p. 437, * no error is more frequent, than that of mistaking effects
for causes. 'We'are so blinded by the showiness of commerce and manufactures, as to-believe, that they are
ahmost the sole cause of the wealth, power, and-prosperity of England. But, perhaps, they may be mose
justly considered as the consequences, than the cause .of this wealth. According to the definition of the econo-
mists, which considers only the produce of land, England is the richest country in Europe in proportion to
her size. Her system of agriculture is beyond comparison better, and, consequently, her surplus produce
is more considerable.  France is very greatly superior to England in extent of territory and population; but
when the surplus produce, or disposable revenue of the two nations are compared, the superiority of Franee
. almost vanishes. And it is this great surplus preduce in England, arising from: her agriculture, which
enables her to support such a vast body of manufacturers, such fermidable Aeets and armies, such a crowd of
persons engaged in the liberal professions, and a proportion of the society living on the money rents, very far
beyond what has ever heen known in any other country of the world.” I request the reader to compare:
this passage with the reference which I havg made to Mr. Young’s French tour, in the general observations on

the Chapter of Rural Economy, and it'will be found that the passage of this celebrated philosopher corrobo-
rates those which I have given. .

- 1 You must not think, therefore, that the raising their price will lessen the vend of fashionable foreign
commodmes among us, but rather increase it.  ZLock’s Considerations on Trade, p 98 ‘and 116, De'Wnt.
Ratisbon edit. p. 77. Gee’s Trade Consxdcred, p.'114. .
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be on equal footing with the English, because he is permitted to purchase without
restraint in the India funds. Irish subjects are allowed, indeed, by an express act of
parliament,* to export to India, masts, copper, and other articles, military stores
excepted, for which a particular license is necessary; but her exports are con-
fined té 800 tons of shipping provided by the East India Company ; the goods are
carried from Cork, and the returns are received through Britain. If this quantity of
tonnage be greater or less than what is requisite for the destined exports, the busi-
ness must be adjusted by commissioners of the company, and a clause is inserted
in the act, that one of the company's ships shall touch at Cork every year for
the goods, between the months of October and February, which are not to be
unshipped till the arrival of the vessel in India. It is likewise enacted, that notice
of the tonnage wanted must be sent to the company by the first of August, with
many other regulations which it is not necesary to particularize. I am ignorant
whether Ireland ever availed itself of this act; but it is evident that trade, to such
a limited extent, is of, no importance in a2 national point of view. However, some
few individuals may profit by it.

Qublin has its full share of the American trade, which is divided bétween that
city, Belfast, and Derry.

Victualling Office, 13th June, 1811.
AN ACCOUNT of the Quantities of Irish Besf, Pork, and Butter, contracted and paid for by this
Department in the several years undermentioned, with the average price thereof, distinguishigg each
year; furnished by the Rt. Hon. William Wellesley Pole.

BEEF. PORK. " BUTTER
Yeans, Quantity in Avenﬁ° Quantity in A Quantity Average
Tierces of 38 | Price per Tierces of 80 |Price per in

Pieces of Slbs. |  of 304ibs. Pieces of 4lbs, |  of 3%0ibe. Cwis, per Cwt.

£. 5. d. £ s. d s. d,

1800 - - 41,875 816 43 45,593 810 2% 19,349 83 111

1801 - - 22,381 8 7 8% 41,010 13 19 10 15,035 85 0f

1802 - - No Contract for these Articles. 2,579 84 5

1803 - - 23,833 8 11 0} 39,233 912 5 8,063 78 4%

1804 - - 18,146 810 4 18,936 8 3 4 1,855 83 8

1805 - - 19,854 8 9 8 20,419 8 00 13,338 83 4

1806 - - 38,139 8 56 0 37,119 618 O 11,909 82 3%

1807 - - 38,752 718 4 58,700 8§ 110 12,451 89 9§

1808 - - 20,769 716 0O 48,861 9 411 14,970 110 9§

1809 - - 33,364 ‘91 3 48,545 8 18 11} 11,772 103 23

1810 - - 34,898 8 910 27,266 8 8 6L 12,448 98 73
- ll Ricuarp Forp.

The following Table will exhibit the extent of the corn trade of Dublin.

*# By the 33d. G. IlL chap. 31.
D2
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BelFast: is forming * West India sonoexion, and there is every reason to be-
lieve that this will increase, as the cotton manufacture and the consumption of sugar
sre extending. ,

Derry is particalarly conmected by commercinl relations with America, and Newry
posseeses & vonsiderable skport trade of linens, butter, and some provisions.

WEezrors.—To the south of Dublin, Wexford presents itseif as a place well cad-
ewlatsd by ite situation for purposes of ¢ommeree. All the com is exported, (for
which woal is returned) to Liverpool; there is also a cvusiderable trade in provi-
sions; which 'ate.conveyed down the Skney from Emniscorthy. Live:omtle is also
exported ; but there are no partnership-houses, nor any merchants possessed of great
wealth, £5900. or £6,000. being the exteat of any individual capital.

it is fortanste for Iretand, that seme of the most pepulous districts of England
Lie Oppodite to ket toants. The Erish, by the shortmess of the distance, are emabled
to send thither an expeditious supply of various articles of provision, which, by
means of canals, are transmitted in various directions to the manufacturing towns
in the interior of Britain. The benefits arising from this reciprocal trade, will ac-
count in some measure for the existence of so many great commercial towns on
the eastern coast of the country ; Waterford, Ross, and Clonmell all participate in
the advanftage of this connexion. But Rom, :in particular, appears to be a spot
well adapted for. becoming a place of great commercial importance. It is sitoated
at a considerable distance from the coast, on the river Barrow, which has a suffi-
cient depth of water to attow vessels of largesize to untoad at the quay. Not far
rembte is the jametion of this river with the Nore, the latter of which conveys mer-
chandise to Thomastown, within a few miles of Kilkenny, while the former affords
a cotimunication by canal to Dublin and to Limerick. The Barrow is also united
to the Suir, which is navigable to‘Clonmeld.. Notwithstanding thesc means of ex-
terdal and internal intercourse, the merchants who attcupted establishments there
have all failed, and thetown at preseat is in a tate of imactivity, without trade or
capital. This want of success is said to have arisen from its being the property of
an individual, who has the power of ‘electing the corporation, -which secures to him
great parliamentary interest. Hence private exertions are cramped and counter-
acted’ by an influence hostile to every thing not favourable to itself. There may
be some tFiith in this assertion, but it is extraordimary that another Rows is not
erected on the banks of the same river, out of the reach of private.rights, which are so
‘ptejudicial to-public spirit: ‘this wodld leave'the presemt-town to-bear the overwhelm-
‘ing weight of its corporate privileges and regulations, without commercial help.

K1LKEXNY, having no immediate water communication, possesses very little trade,
and it-might be difficult to acoount for so largea town bsing eracted. in 50 unfavous-
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able a 'situation. It is, however, tolerably populous, and according to Mr. Tighe,
-contains nearly .15,000.inhabitants.*.

WaTterrorD is a place of great trade, particularly in the exportation of pro-
visions ; it is the residence also of many opulent merchants, who carry on commer-
cial transactions to a considerable extent. The greater part of the goods imported
here are only unloaded on the quays and sent forward to Clonmell,+ which has
-more internal commerce than any town in Ireland. The latter has* increased in the
same ratio as Carrick has decayed, and were the Suir navigable fourteen miles
farther inland to another town, it would, I have no doubt, draw the trade entirely
from Clonmell.

YoucHAL, situated on_the Blackwater, had formerly a greater trade than it en-
joys at present, bat it still imports some corn and provisions, the country between
the Blackwater and the Lee being excecdmgly productive, and furnishing abundance
-of pork and grain.

" The following is the Quantity of Provisions exported from Waterford in, the
years 1809, 1810, and 1811, furnished by Mr. Penrose Nevins.

TO FOREIGN COUNTRIES.

" Articles. 1809. " 1810. 1811. Value in 1811,
&£. s. d.
Tierces of Beeff - 4,422 3,316 4,984 | at 1304. 823% O O
Barrels of Beef - 1,217 , 808 1,451 6529 10 O
Tierces of Pork - -8,781 2,838 3,992 l40c 944 0 O
Barrels of Pork - 18,194 11,953 11,781 95s. 85,12 5 O
Flitches of Bacon - | 224,810 203,376 222,349 32s. 855,158 8§ O
. Cwts.of Butter -| 89,584 | 95,266 98,347 115s. 564920 5 O
Cwts. of Lard - 10,289 8,994 12,175 84s. 51,18 0 O
Barrels of Wheat - 49,199 56,410 118,486 52s. 308,063 12 O
Barrels of Oats - | 269,287 | 143826 | 121,329 18s. 109,196 8 O
Barrels of Barley - 2,957 12,957 '| 61,666 27s. 83249 2 O
Cwts. of Flour - 8,795 87,089 81,102 80s. 766583 0 O
Cwts. of Oatmeal - 14,946 4,879 10,801 - 2ls. 1,841 1 O
Barrels of Rapeseed . 551 2,335 359 50s. 897 10 O
Total foreign 1,683,805 15 0

»Survey of Kilkenny, p. 462.
4 Dac. 6th,.1808. CroNusLL.— Here is a very considerable import trade for the supply of the inte-

rior parts of the country. It exports ¢orn and pork. One merchant has on hand sugar to the amount of
£10,000.

1 The motive which bas inducéd the insertion of the following remarks, will, I flatter myself, plead
for their length, and for  the situation in which they are placed. Lord Somerville, I am sure, from
' the

’
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COASTWAYS.

Articles. ' 1809. 1810. 1811. Value in 1811.

; &£ s. d
Tierees of Beef - 900 - - - - - - - - -
Barrels of Beef - 115 - - - - - - - - -
Barrels of Pork - 610 - - - - - - B - -
Cwts. of Lard + - 1,860 ~ 508 1,042 at $4s. 43876 '8 O
Barrels of Wheat - 353 - - 1,764 5%s. 4586 8 O
Barrels of Oats - 51 16,984 21,508 18s. 19857 4 O
Barrels of Barley - 2,348 8,781 14,164 27s. 19,121 8 O
Cwts. of Flour - 8,250 1,755 1,564 80s. 2346 O0. O
Cwts. of Oatmeal - 8,325 364 201 2ls. 211 1 0.

Total coastways 49,998 9 O
*

Estimated value in 1807, £ 1,864,336 1s.
— — 1868, - 1,432011 g
—_ — 1809, - 1451482 1

— — 1810, - 1,867,261 19

0d.
]
0.
0
18", - lp733’&)4 4 0

the most benevolent motives, has recommended the killing of cattle by a particular method. It, however,
turns out, that that manner is by far the most painful to the animal. This fact ‘I heard detailed by Mr.
Everard Home, in one of his lectures on comparative anatomy ; and on.applying to that gentleman for an
accurate account of the statement, he referred me to the Shropshire Report, by the Rev. Joscph Plymicy,
p-48. ' .
« ¥ had long wished to see the method of killing cattle, by dividing the spinal marrow, come into cem-
mon use, as it seemed probable the suffering of the animal was generally prevented thereby. The method
was introduced at Mr. Mellish’s slaughtering-houses, by the laudable perseveranee of Lord Somerville, and
other members of the Board of Agriculture, and Mr. Mellish found the flesh. of the beasts so killed equally
good, if not better, than the flesh of those slaughtered in the usual way. - And as.the operation.is.pers
formed quietly, and without alarm to the animal, all bruises are avoided, and such are.not very uacommon
in forcing.them into a proper. position to receive the stroke 'when they are.to be knocked down.. A but-
cher at Wisbech practised this mode several years ago, from the representations made to him by Captain
Clarkson, of the Navy, who had seen them so slaughtered for the wse of our fleet when at-Jamajca.. After
this person’s death, Mr. Swith, a.butcher of the same- place, adopted the same method, and-in the year
1796, I procured, by favour.of Mr. Clarkson (whose:name accords so-well with any. question of humanity)
the following account, which he had from Mr. Smith-—¢ Mr. Smith informed me, that he kills all his;bul-
Jocks by striking them in the spinal marrow. If a line' were drawn, fram ear-root to_ear-root - (at about an
inch and half distance from the horns) and the centre of this kine were:fonnd, this centre would be .the -
Place where the knife should enter. The knife is not in the form of a dagger, nor is it thrust in with any
force. 1t id rather larger.than a common penknife, but the blade is: permanently fixed to the handle. - The
handle,is taken into the-hand, and the forefinger goes.down it towarda the paint, merely to direct it. The
person
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CoRk carries on a very extensive trade, particularly in provisions, large quan-
tities of which are required for the ships of war that frequent the harbour, and by

person using the knife takes hold of one ear of the beast with his left hand, and with the right he strikes it
with the knife. In the same instant the bullock drops, and is out of scnsation of any pain. He informs
me, that it is not once in a thousand times that any person misses the right place ; perhaps, an apprentice
may at the beginning, but the rule is se certain, that it may be said hardly ever to fail, and if it shoald
fail, the kuife is at any rate #0 near the proper place; that by the least alteration of the position {without
even taking it out) it finds its way. In this case there would hardly be the pain of two seconds. 1 was
obliged to leave Wisbech before the killing day, or I.would have seen this method practised. I talked to
Smith’s apprentice, who assured me that he had no difficulty in finding the proper spot, and that the beast
drops inetantly. Though Smith kills in this manner, no other butcher of Wisbech follows the example.
He says, however, that the practice obtains pretty universally on the Lincolnshire bank of the Humber, as
at Barton, and several other places. Calves, sheep, pigs, &c. are killed by Shnith in the same manger. I
saw three sheep that bad been skinned, and were hanging up in his shop, which had been killed by his ap-
prentice in this way. He shewed me the small hole on t’he back of the head, or neck, which the knife
had made.” .

« Plausible, however, as these experiments are, I believe now, that they proceeded upon a mistaken prin-
ciple, or rather, that the operation did not accord with the principle, so far as tenderness towards the
animal is concerned : for though a beast is managed completely by this mode, it is not so certain thik his
sense of feeling is destroyed. The contrary, indeed, seqns proved, by the meritorious pains taken by Mr.
Du Gard, of the Shrewsbury Infirmary, who has shewn in the following communication, that thoygh the
spinal marrow was divided, the nerves that supplied the organs of respiration and most of the senses, were
uninjured. Mr. Du Gard’s experiments were communicated to Mr. Everard Home, of London, and by
him, through Sir Joseph Banks, to the Board. Mr. Home afterwards sent Lord Carrington the valuable
paper that follaws Mr. Du Gasd’s, in which he bas suggested a mode of performing the operation, which
would answer completely, could we be sure of having operaters snficiently skilful. We may the less re-
gret the difficulty in:getting new modes established, when we thus .see -the superiosity of an qld custom
ander very improbable gircumstances ; snd if well-meant reformers wanted any -additional motives to
eare and circumspection, a very forcible one is furnished in the instance of the time and trouble taken to
introdwee this spevetion, and whith, as it has been hitherto practised, s the very sevarse. of what was
imtended. .

Bbservations and Eaperimentson Pithing-Cattle. By Thomas Du Gard.
_ ¢ The subjeut of slaughtering-oattle by punctering. the medulla spinalis, with a.view of superseding the
'methed gewerally practised-in England, has detely. engaged the attention of the Agricultural Board, and
been strongly-recommendesd: by them. :

« Tt is, 1 betieve, universal inPortugal-annd other parts of the Continent, as well as in some of cur West
JIudia islands, :but is enly of date. introduction:into this country.

« Pain and uction are 30 :generaly joined, ‘that :we ‘messure the degree of pain by.the londness of the
«eries, and vielence of the:sonsequent exertion ; .and therefore conclude, . on seeing two animals killed, that
.the ome which ‘makes sparcely a:struggle, though it may. continue to breathe, suffers less than that which
is more violently convulsed, -and:struggies till:life is-exheusted.

«It appears, howeres, that there may be acute pain without exertion, perhaps, as certainly as there is
action without pain ; -even distortions that at the first glance would scem to proceed from paiu, are not
always really accompanied with sensation.

-« To comstitute paim, there must-be a communication between the injured ergen and the brain.

# The heart of & -viper pulsates after being taken out of:the body; and thet pulsstion is inoreased if it

~ is
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the West India fleets that touch here, and sometimes remain several weeks either
wind-bound or waiting for convoy. It exports more salted beef than any town in

is goaded with a pin. Limbs suddenly separated from the human body sometimes start and twitch fora
few moments. The viper cannot be said to feel pain on its heart being pricked with e pin: nor would -
any man who saw his own finger contract from electricity, or heat, after it was cut off, fancy it suffeted
pain. The pain in both instances is in the part only from whence the separation took place. .
. “ Perception, and the power of exertion, are derived from the brain in the skull, and back-bone: That
part which lies in the skull seems principally to supply our senses and appetites with nervous energy ; and
that part which lies in the spine, and is called marrow, is more particularly appropriated to the action of
the large loco-motive muscles.
"« An injury to the skull, not sufficient immediately to take.away life, often leaves the patient with the
yower of moving his limhs, though without any feeling or perception, lying in a profound apoplectic sleep.

“ On the contrary, an injury to the spine leaves the power of perception perfect, though the limbs are
immoveable ; but as life depends more on the functions of the brain, and of the lungs, than on the spinal
marrow and its dependent loco-motive muscles, the animal feels and lives longer on its sustaining a given
injury in the spinal marrow, than on a fracture or concussion of the head.*

¢ J. B. fell in the Summer of 1801 from a load of hay ; he was bled, and brought to the Infirmary at
Shregsbury, which being my residence, gave me hourly opportunities of examining him : ke complained of
great pain in the upper and back part of his weck, bltoc;fnone lower down : he bad not the power of using
the least motion with any of his limbs. His arms, body, and legs, were all quite insensible to any pain, or
feeling from pricking, or pinching, and therefore all sensation below the injured part of the spine was
destroyed. In this state he languished a week, being apparently in full possession of the feelings and fa-
culties of his mind, and of his senses of hearing, sight, smell, and taste. He took food for two or three
days, though the power of retaining, or protruding his evacuations was lost. On examining the neck after
death, the second cervical vertebra was found fractured. ’

« On reflecting on this case it occurred to me, that a dumb animal, if reduced to the state of this poor
man, would not have the power of expressing the pain it endured, for J. B. had great pain above the in-
jured part, though all power of moving, as well as fecling, was destroyed below ; and in the brute creation,

we

* That perception may remain in the head, and respiration be continued after the division of the
medulla spinalis, will be evident to any one who consults the anatomy of those parts.

In the buman subject, the par vagum, or eighth pair of nerves, arises from the corpora olivaria of the
medulla cblongata, and passes out of the cranium through the foramena lacera into the neck, thorax, and .
abdomen, sending off branches to the tongue, larynx, pbarynx, lungs, and abdominal viscera.

Cuvier, in his Legons d’ Anatomic comparié, after stating the course of this nerve in the human subject,
ebserves also,

“ Dans les mammiféres.

~ Cette distribution du nerf vague &toit a peu prés la mé¢me dans quatre ou cinq espices demammiféres sur
lesquils nouse avons fait des recherches d cet egard.  Les vean seul nous a offert une particularité que
nous avons indiquée & Particle du nerf facial; mais les anatomoses avec le grand sympathique, les nerf
récurrens, les plexus cardiaque et pulmonaire ne nous ont présénte de difference que dans le numbre des,
filets, ce que pent dépendre de Paddresse du prosesteur, des espéces que nous avons desséquées sont le
chien, \e raton, le cochon, le porc-epic.”

I bave examined the head and neck of a sheep killed by the puncture, and found the par vagum
wninjured.

Vor. 1L E
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Irsland, and all the linens from the southern districts destined toa foreign market
are shipped at-this port. The case is the same with woollen goods, and the large

we julge of pain by the musocular efforts of the animal. 1, therefore, by means of & dagger, puactured
the spinal marrow of & cow accordiag to the new method of slanghtering, and baving divided it es muchi
us possible after she fefl; reduced her to the same state as the pesr man whose cooe [ have related. The
animal breathed with freedom, end perception in the head continucd, as was evinced by the eyekids closing
wn. the approach of my hand, +ill the batcher strack & blow neer the horas, when ber bresthing ceased, and
the eye became fixed with immediate death.

~ « In all the experiments 1 have hitherto tried, the animal has suddenly dropped, and hes been dlightly
convulsed, but has not died immediately. In sheep, after puncturing the medulla spinalis in the new
way, I have seen their eyes close and open, on the spproach and withdrawing of my hand, fer twenty
times successively, and the pupil as much contracted as in hedlth, till I was anmiows to terminate their
. misery by baving she blood vemels of the throat divided. From the loss of blood their.eyes have then soon
become-dilated and insensible.

. « In the old method of slaughtering, a concussion of the braim takes place, and therefere the power of
Jeeling is destroyed. The aniunel drops, ‘and although comwulsions take place gewerally longer and more
wiolent, than when the spinal marrow is divided, yet there i, I think, reasen to believe that tbhe animal
maffers less pain.

« The immediate consequence of the blow is the d||atatmn of the pupil eye, without any expression of
coneciousness or fear on the appreach of the hand.

« In this state of insensibility, which in mén would be called apoplexy, or extreme stuper, the bloed is
elways drawn off by the butcher cutting the throat, and the animal dies without the least sign of feeling
or uneesy faintness.

.« In severe epilepsy the brain suffers a temporary suspension of power, in many respects vory similar
to the concussion of the brain from a blow, only that the convulsions and exprewions of pain seem
greater: yet the patients uniformly agree, that they do not recollect any pain; the resson is obvious,
the disease is a suspension .of fhe power of feeling.

« From all these circumstances, I conclude that the new method of elaughtering cettle is more painfd

than the old. The puncture of the medulla spinalis does not destroy feeling, though it renders the body,

quiescent, and in this state the animal both endures pain at the punctured yaft, and suffers, as it were,
a second death, from the pain and faintness from loss of blood in cutting thc throat, whlch is practised
in both methods.”
Gopy of a Leller fram Everard Home, Esq. to Lord Carringion.
« My Lord,

« I had the honour of presenting to your Lordship, through Sir Joseph Banks, some apemnerm and
observations made by a surgeon at Shrewsbury, to shew that the mode adopted in this-country of killing
animals by wounding the spinal marrow, is less humane than the more common one of knockmgdtem
down.

“ T'have, at your Lordship’s request, repeated these experiments, and find the results agree with tbose
of the author of the paper in every respect; but the want of success appears to arise entirely from the
operation having been performed in a very imperfect manner.

“ On Thursday the 15th of July, 1802, the following experiment was made at ‘Mr. Giblet’s, in Bond-
street. A very fine ox was pithed, as it is termed, by Benjamin ‘Bartholomew, who has performed this
operation more than twenty different times, and is considered to be very expert in the mode of doing it.
I begged that he would take some pains, so as to do it in the most effectual manner. "

« The instroment he used, was-in the shape of a bricklayer’s trowel, made sharp at the peint, and hav- "

ing a guard at the shoulder, to prevent the blade from being buried in the neck. “ He
- 4 . . 4
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distilleries established here send a great part of their épirits to Eagland. Somé ig-
land trade is also carried on with the surrounding coumiry, but the wretched state

~ « He plunged it, with great dexterity, into the canal containing the spinal marrow, and the animal in;
stantly dropped, but the breathing continued, the motions of the eye and eye-lids were perfect, and the
whole face lost no part of its animation. ,

¢ This being ascertained by observation for ten minutes, and the animal not being sufficiently quiet to
admit of the throat being cut, it was knocked on the head, and every appearance of animation in the
countenance immediately ceased, and the breathing s topped.

« The sbinal marrow was afterwards examined ; it was found completely divided, but too low in the
veck, the wound having been made one inch and a half below the origin of the nerves that supply tht
diaphragm.

“ That a division of this part of the spinal marrow does not deprive an animal of life, has been known
to anatomists for many years ; and the causes of its failure cannot be better explained, thap by extracting
an account of some experiments made by Mr. Cruikshank, in the year 1776, at which I was present, and
gave my assistance. They are published in the 85th volume of the Philosophical Transactions. :

¢ Experiment V1. April 19, 1776.—I divided the spinal marrow of a dog, between the last vertebra of
the neck, and first of the back. The muscles of the trunk of the body, but particularly those of the hind
legs, appeared instantly relaxed : the legs continued supple, like those of an animal killed by electricity.
The heart, on performing the operation, ceased for a stroke or two, then went on slow and full, and in
about a quarter of an hour after, the pulse was 160 in a minute. Respiration was performed by means
of the diaphragm only, which acted very strongly for some hours. The operation was performed about a
quarter of an hour before twelve at noon ; about four in the afternoon, the pulse was 90 only in a mi-
nute, and the heat of the body exceedingly abated, the diaphragm acting strongly, but irregularly.
About seven in the evening the pulse was not above 20 in a minute, the diaphragm acting strongly, but
in repeated jerks. Between twelve at night and one in the morning the dog was still alive : respiration
was very slow, but the diaphragm still acted with considerable force. Early in the morning he was found
dead. ‘This operation I performed from the suggestion of Mr. Hunter. He had observed in the human
subject, that when the neck was breke at the lower part (in which cases the spinal marrow is torn
through), the patient lived some days, breathing by the diaphragm. This experiment shewed that di-
viding the spinal marrow at this place, on the neck, if below the origin of the phrenic nerves, would not, .
for many hours after, destroy the animal; it was preparatory to the following experiment.

“ Experiment VIL. April 26.—I divided the par vagum, and intercostal nerves, on both sides, in a dog.
Soon after, I performed on the same animal the operation of the last experiment, and the same symptoms
took place. His respirations were five in a minute, and more regular than in Experiment IIL ; the pulse
beat 80 in a minute. Five minutes after, I found the pulse 120 in a minute, respiration unaltered ; at
the end of ten minutes, the pulse had again sunk to 80 in a minute, respiration as before ; at the end of
fifeen minutes, the pulse was again 120, respiration not altered. The operation was performed about two
in the afternoon, at Mr. Hunter’s in Jermyn-street. At three quarters of an hour after five, the respira-
tions were increased to. fifteen in a minute: the pulse beating §0 in the same time, and very regularly ;
the breathing seemed so free, that he bad the appearance of a dog asleep. At a quarter before eight, the
pulse beat 80, respirations being ten in a minute. At three quarters of an hour after ten, respiration was
cight in a minute, the pulse beating 60. The animal heat was exceedingly abated: I'applied heat to
{be chest, he breathed stronger and raised his head a little, as if awaking from sleep. At half after
twelve Mr. Hunter saw him ; the breathing was strong, and twelve in a minute, the heart beating 48 in
the same time, slow, but not fecble. He shut his eye-lids when they were touched; shut his mouth on
s being opened ; he raised his head a little, but as he had not the use of the muscles which fix the chest,

he
Eg
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of the great mass of the inhabitants renders its internal commerce less than might be
expected from its population.

be did it with a jerk. Mr. Hunter saw him again between four and five o’clock in the morning ; his
respirations were then five in a minute, the heart beating exceedingly slow and weak. We suppose he died
about six in the morning, having survived the operation sixteen hours. This experiment I made from the
suggestion of Mr. Hunter, with a view to obviate the objections raised against the reasoning drawn from
the three first experiments. It was urged, that though by these experiments I had deprived the thoracic
and abdominal viscera of their ordinary connexion with the brain, yet as the intercostals communicated
with all the spinal nerves, some influence might be derived from the brain in this way. This experiment
removed also the spinal nerves, and consequently this objection.

« As I found by the two last experiments, that dividing the spinal marrow in the lower part of the necks,
did not immediately kill, although instant death was universally known to be the consequence of dmdmg
it in the upper part of the neck, I expressed my surprise to Mr. Hunter, that the spinal marrow should,
according to modern theory, be so irritable in the one place, and so much less so in the other.

« He told me, that from the time he first observed that men who had the spinal marrow destroyed in the
lower part of the neck, lived some days after it, he had established an opinion, that animals who had the
spinal marrow wounded in the upper part of the neck, did not die from the mere wound, but that in di-
viding it so high, we destroyed all the nerves of the muscles of respiration, and reduced the animal to the
state of one hanged ; whereas, in dividing it lower, westill left the phrenic nerves, and allowed the animal
to breathe by his diaphragm. If this opinion be well-founded, though dividing the spinal marrow in the
lower part of the neck does not kill instantly, whilst the phrenic nerves are untouched ; yet if I divide the
phrenic nerves first, and then divide the spinal marrow in the lower part of the neck, the consequence, L
said, will be the same as if I had divided it in the upper part.

- < Experiment VIIL.—By detaching the scapule of a dog from the spine .and partly from the ribs, I'got at
the axillary plexus of nerves on both sides from behind. I separated the arteries and veins from the nerves,
and passed a ligature under the nerves, close to the spine. I thought I could discern the phrenic uerves,
and instantly divided two considerable nerves going off from each plexus. The action of the diaphragm
secemed to cease, and the abdominal muscles became fixed, as if they had been arrested in expiration, the
belly appearing contracted. His respirations were now about twenty-five in a minute, the pulse beating
a hundred and twenty. As I was not willing to trust the experiment to the possibility of having divided
only one of the phrenics (which I afterwards found was really the case), and some different nerve instead
of the other, after carefully attending to the present symptoms, I divided all the nerves of the axillary, of
each side. The ribs were now more elevated in respiration than before ; respirations were increased to
forty in a minute, the pulse still beating a hundred and twenty in the same time. Finding that respiration
went on very easily without the diaphragm, in about a quarter of an hour after dividing the axillary plexus
of each side, 1divided the spinal marrow, as in Experiment VI. The whole animal took the alarm ; all
the flexor muscles of the body seemed to contract, and instantly to relax again: he died as suddenly as if
the spinal marrow had been divided in the upper part of the neck.

“ Having explained the causes of failure in the present mode of pithing animals, it becomes necessary
to state, that when the operation is properly performed, its success is complete. Of this I will mention
the following instances :

¢« A small'horse was killed in this manner, that a cast might be made of its muscles in their mtunl state
. of action. The animal was allowed to stand upon a pedestal, and the operation was performed by Mr.
Hunter, with a large awl; the breathing ceased instantaneously, and the animal was so completely dead,
as to be supported by the assistants, without making the slightest struggle, and was fixed in the Pposition
in which bhe stood, without ever coming to the ground.*

. “A

¢ The cast of this horse has « place in the Hunterian Museum.
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Limerick is placed in a most favourable situation, standmg at a consxderable dis-
tance from the mouth of the Shannon, a large and navigable nver, in the centre of a
rich and plentiful country, which yields abundince of corn, and in which hogs are
feared and béef fattened; notwithstanding the slovenly habits of the people, and thc
miserable manner in which, ou that account, agriculture and rural economy are con-
ducted: A great export trade in provisions and corn, is carried on. A malket
is found here for American produce and it is the residence of many respectable
merchants, whose extended commercial concerns, with their spirit and mdustry, con:
tribute greatly to the increasing prosperity of the place. Yarn is also sent from
hcnce, and coals are received in return.*

Average Price and Quantities of Corn exported from this city, as returned to the
Chamber of Commerce, since 1800, distinguishing each Year. F urnished by Mr:

James Phelps:

-

Season. | Wheat. | Prices per Boll. | Oats. | Prices per Boll. | Barley. { Prices per Boll.
' S
S _
€ Bolls. [ . & s d.| Bolls. fs. d a'd.| Bolls Js d s d.
§_ 18023 | 19,560 {26 6to35 7| 67,019] 9 2toll 8| 2681 | 8 6t013 6
8 1803—4 | 43,490 |23 Oto34 6} 121461110 Oto 13 O] 8,921 |13 Otoi6 8
g | 18045 | 45,175 |33 6tod9 91168719111 6Gtol5 0 31,766 [13 0t 90 O
K 1805—6 | 53,117 |31 8t045 3| 163362|11 Otol4 0} 26,754 |13 01019 6
1806—7 | 43,663 )34 6043 4] 135480112 ‘Oto M4 O} 38446 [i2 Oto 17 4
g 1807—8 | 42,425 |34 O0to45 6] 16612112 6to2l 0] 28,727 |16 0to2l O
1808—9 | 46,281 |40 Oto49 Of 259,351 12 6to 16 10} 33,539 |I8 6t022 6
g 1809—101 43,506 |37 Oto45 O] 214,113}13 Oto 16 10| 40,718 |18 6to24 O
f é 1810—11| 50,998 132 Oto46 0] 173,793/10 Oto14 O] 74,680 Ji7 Oto24 O

GALWAY has declined much of late years, in consequence, according to report,
."of the bad faith of its merchants, and want of punctuality in their payments. But
however this may be, it is certain that it is a place of very litile trade, although it
enjoys an admirable situation, and almost every other advantage that could be desired..

“ A dog was killed so instantaneously in the same way, by Mr. Hunter,, that Mr. Clift,. the conserva-.
tor of the Hunterian mwseum, who beld the legs, and did not see the awl. introdaced, was waiting till the
animal should struggle, and bad no knowledge of aoy thing baving been done, till he was told to let go,
and was surprised to find that the animal was completely dead.

« In these operations, the instrument was small, and directed by the skill of an.anatomist upwards into
the cavity of the skull, so as to divide the medullary substance above the origin.of the nerves which supply
the diaphragm.

"« By adoptiog this method of performing the operation of pithing eattle, it will be attended with the
same success.” .

# Ferrar, in his History of Limerick, published in 1787, says, ¢ the county and city of Limerick have
thriven very much during the last century, and increased a seventh part in the number of houses within these
twenty-five years.” p. 418..
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Some kelp is manufactured in the neighbourhood and exported; and the salnjon
and herring fisheries in the vicinity ought to give this place a higher rank in the scale
of commercial towns than it seems to possess.

Sr1co is not sufficiently inland to derive all the benefit which might be expected
from its situation; standing at a distance from deep water, vessels of considerable bur-
den find it difficult of approach. Some trade, however, is carried on, and its
chief exports are linens and butter. There are not above two or three merchants of
property established in the town, but by a little industry and attention to the fisheries,
it might become a place of considerable importance.

It is a general observation, applicable to all the ports in Ireland, that they export
butter, and import coals from England, and timber from the Baltic.

At all the principal sea ports of Ireland there is “a Chamber of Commerce,” as
it is called, consisting of a certain number of experienced merchants who have formed
themselves into an associated body for the protection and regulation of trade. A
considerable fund is raised forits support by a rate imposed on several articles
of export and unport, ‘and a committee of nine members, annually elected, are
authorized to act in name of the whole, and transact all business relatmg to the
institution. |

Ireland nught carry an a considerable trade with the West Indies, for which its
situation is excd:dmgly favourable, as there is a demand in those islands for almost
every prodaction and manufacture of that country.

The principal articles which Ireland imports from America, are pearl and po
ash, flax seed, oil of turpentine, rice, toba¢cco, wood, staves, timber, and cottozx
wool. :

- The value of all the imports and exports batween Ireland and the United States of
Anmerica, during three years, ending the 5tB of January 1807, 1808, and 1802 was
as follows:

Years. Imports, ' Exports.

L. s. d L. s. d
1807 345856 7 3 103,644 12 2
1808 289485 18 @ 150,582 9 2
1809 63,950 16 10 9440 4 4
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- .Real Value and Quantity of Linen exported from Ireland into Amenca, during
Ten Ycau, eadmg 5th January, 1808 : 4

1 Years. Quantity. Real Value. i
Yards. £. s d.

1798 2,361,483 183,343 4 0
1799 . 1,376,388 , 106,818 16 1
1800 1,156,467 89,048 11 11
1801 2,519,575 248,762 2 6
1802 1,089,223 - 106,671 18 6
1803 1,878,423 184,180 18 6 -
1804 2,258,176 223,084- 5. 6
1805 2,921,606 209404 6 2
1806 2,675,619 309,535 9 9
1807 1,657,446 191,413 3 6

L2 —

}
]
9

Tobacco is an article of great consumption in Ireland, and large quantities
have frequently been imported, not only from America, but from other eoun-
tries. In 1783, besides that imported from America, the West Indies, England,
and Scotland, a considersble quantity was imported from Jersey, Denmark,
Norway, Flanders, Halland, sad Sweden; the whole amounting to 3,459,801
pounds.*

The chief article of exportatton from Ireland to Portugal is butter, with which
alone, in the year ending 25th March, 1783, she paid for all her imports from that
country.+ The principal articles besides are flannel and other woollen manufac-
tures, together with linen, beef, pork, butter, some cheese, and salt fish.

The most common imperts are salt, oranges and Jemons, oil, potash, and cork.
Lord Sheffield is of opinion that the trade of Ireland with Portugal is likely to in-
crease, as in the great articles of beef, Bu«er, and pork, she must stand uarivalled.

Before 1783, the Irish custom-house accounts do not separate the Irish trade ¢o
Portugal from that to Spain. This trade, however, does got seem to be of much
‘importance, though, doubtless, it might be considerably extended.

The principal article imported by Ireland from France was wine, and the prc-
vailing .export to that country was beef.

From Ireland, the standard exports to Holland and Flanders seem to have boan

Butter and beef; the chief imports, linseed oil and geneva:§ the priacipal ex-.

ports te the Baltic, butter and linen ; the imports, hemp, iron, potash, deals, and,

* Lord Sheffield's Observations on the Manufactures and Trade of Ireland, p. 321, |
+ Ihid. p. 324. 3 Ibid. p. 328, ¢ Thid. p. 337, 338, T Ibid, p. 385



se ~ COMMERCE.

to the great shame of Irish industry, a conmderable quantity of herrings. In the
year 1776, the supply of the last article imported was not less than 24,339 barrels.*

The articles which Ireland principally sends to Scotland besides linen and linen
yarn, are beef, bullocks and cows, butter, barley, oats and oatmeal, horses, un-
tanned hides, pork and tallow.

The impgrts in return, are coals, wheat, dried fish, horses, haberdashery, iron, =
kenting and lawns, cotton and silk manufactures, millinery, rum, stockings, tobacco,
and upholstery ware. But in these interchanges between the countries, black cattle
and horses, exported from Ireland are the most interesting. Formerly, this branch
of trade was prohibited for the encouragement of the breed in Britain; but, by the
5th Geo. IIL cap. x. sect. 1., the free exportation was permitted for seven years, and
afterwards continued by témporary acts, till it was, at last, made perpetual by
16th Geo. III. cap. viii. On the first removal of the prohibition, there was a small
annual exportation ; but it was not carried to any great extent until 1784, when it
suddenly increased, though no cause has ever yet been assigned for this circum-
stance. PBetween the 5th of January in that year, and the 5th of January 1785,
there were exported 18,301 black cattle, and 1,233 horses. The exportation at
Portpatrick, for five years, from the 10th of October 1785, to the 10th of October
1790, varied in the following manner:

. Black Cattle. Horses.

From the 10th of October 1785,
toditto, - - - - 1786 § -~ - 10432 - - - L3256
- - e - - - - 1187 - - - 17007 - - - 1,623

N U1
- - - - - - - 118
- - - - - - - 1190

9’488 - o - 2’777
13,321 - - - 2212 '
14’873 - - = 23402

Total in five years

- 55141 - - - 10270

This, on an average, is about 11,000 head of cattle, and 2,000 hotses, per
annum. _ y

Besides the cattle exported to Portpatrick, considerable numbers are sent from
Belfast, Bangor, Newry, &c. direct to England. The English coal vessels always
take back cattle from Ireland when they can procure them ; but it is believed that
the largest export is to Portpatrick. The extent of sea by any other passage, espe-
cially in the winter season, is a considerable impediment to the safe and successful
transportation of a cargo liable to so many accidents.+

The author of the statistical account of Kilwinning pansh in the county of Ayr,
says: “ there are several looms there, employed in weaving lawns and linen gauzes

* Lord Sheffield’s Observations, p. $39. .
+ Sir Johna Sinclair’s Stat. Account of Scotland, vol. i. p. 43, 44.
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for the Irish market ;”. but he complains, that the Irish duties on Scotch muslins,
and every other kind of Scotch goods, in which there was so much' as a thread
of cotton, were so high, that they amounted to a total prohibition. 'l:‘his gave the
greatest encouragement to shuggling, and had induced some very considerable cot-
ton manufacturers to leave Glasgow and its neighbourhood, and settle in Ireland.

- He says, it is the opinion that noless than £100,000. worth of Scotch muslins, and .
other Scotch cotton goods, would be sold annually in the Irish market, were it not
for these excessively high duties ; and he suggests, whether it would not be proper
to lay a proportional daty en all Irish linens brought into Scotland.*

The imports of Ireland may be considered as almost wholly intended for her
own consumption, either as materials for manufacture, or for the immediate use
of the people, since the quantity of goods purchased for the purpose of re-exporta-
tion, although increased of late, has never borpe any large proportion to the whale
amount. ' , v, L - - : '

The following tables will afford some idea of the state of the Irish trade, since

the year 1777, between which, and 1811, 4 considerable increase seems to have taken
place‘ . . ¢ ‘ ‘ . PR
The Official Value -of the Imports of Ireland.
From Great British All other ‘
Year. o Britai;t - €olonies. Countries. ' Total.
r()n an average : F . :
ofreeyean U 1777, | £ 1049420 | £161,058 | £ 651820 | £.2,769.208
‘March. §- 188, | 2,334,900 76,183 631,988 8,048,021
* - 1788. 2,753,969 242,995 1,168,020 . 4,164,985
1800. . | 3,737,859 146,069 | 783,855 4,657,784
L 5th Janudry 1811. 5,464,951 658,071 982,193 7,055,314
The Official Value of .the Exports of Ireland for the same periods.
To Great Britain. " British Colonies. - All other Countries.
Year. : — e — — — ' -
Irish Produce|ForeignGooda.|Irish Produce{ForeignGoods.|Irish Protuce.JForeignGoods.
Year ending . - J g ‘
25th March 1777. | £. 249,369 | £. 4,086 | £.266,580 | £. 21,098 |  £.396,281 | £. 5,608
1788. 2,293,444 8,837 . 310,024 |, 5,774 452,212 8,764
1798. 4,024,815 | .14,766 |- - 340,678 80,467 694,546 20,711
1800. 3,712,644 | 65,876 | .- | 352,489 13,240 260,123 46,978
l:th-‘muu'y 1811. 4,868,990 990,9?4! 915,074 183,483 ’381,88@ 15,721

*. Ibid‘ V,d‘ xiJ P._lﬁl,-«'lss. , ‘.

Vou. 1L F
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Totalto | Totalto | Totalto Total “Total  |General Total
Year. reat Britain. British other  Irih Produce.[ForeignGoods} of Bxporta.
: Colonies. Countries. .
Year endin, . .
%th March 1777. | £.2,494,455 | £.287,628 | £. 401,889 |.£. 8,153,181 £. 80,791 pf' 3,188,972
1788. 2,300,671 815,798 460,976 8,054,680 22,766 8,077,446
1793. 4,089,581 871,145 715,259 5,060,040 65,944 5,125,984
1800. 8,778,520 265,629 806,491 4,225,254 125,386 4,350,640
SthJanuary 1811. | 5,159,884 804,954 458,557 5,535,606 897,507 5,928,113

From the foregoing there appears to be a comsiderable increase ;" but that of the
real values of Irish produce and manufacture were much greater. On an average
of three years ending 25th of March 1800, the earliest period in which the real
* values have been computed, the Irish produce exported was £.6,435,049.

On a like average ending 5th of January 1811, £.11,607,610.

" An Account of the real value of the Exports of the growth, produce, and manu-
facture of Ireland, for the three years ending 5th of January 1808, aud of
the Imports of all articles, being the growth, produce, and manufacturz of foreign
countries into Ireland, during the same period:

Years Exporh. l'mp'om.
ending 5th January. [ p o) Valge. Real Value,
£. s d. £. . d
1806 - - - 8,435,319 16 5 4,065,710° 5 4}
1807 - - - 9814854 17 7 8,548,777 18 5t
1808 - - - 10,110,385 3 64 4,643,928 18 10

The chief materials for manufacture imported into Ireland, seem to have been
ashes, including barilla, tanners’ bark, hops, salt, sheeps’ wool, cotton wool, yarn, and
unwrought iron. The respective quantities of these articles lmported on an.average
of three years ending 25th of March, were as follows:

Wool. Cotton | Woreted Cotton
' Year. Ashes. Bark. Hops. Wool. Yarn, Yarn.
. : Bpanish] Other.

Year ending Cwt. Barrels, | Cwt. | Cwt. | Cwt. | Cwt. Ibs. Ibe.
25th March 1777. 72,996 | 184,711 | 4876 | 301 |- -| 8,830 857 | 883
! 1788. 81,027 754381 19033 | 684{- -| 3286 841 5,405
1793.1 183,721 187,097 | 15,285 | 391 17 1 15,128 1,860 | 276,302
1800.{ 110,599 | 117,049 | 15,578 | 407 3] 11,216 1,880 558 396
5th January 1811.| 146,216 | 124,339 | 96,938 | 2534 [6,550 | 41,846 - 465,057 972,036
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Year. Foreign Salt. | White Selt. | Rock Salt. {Unwrought Iron.
Year ending : Bushels. Bushels. * Tous. Cwt.

25th March 1777, 351,208 969,882 15,429 152,978
1788. 397,824 532,781 16,404 174,815

- 1798. 285,770 269, 008 © 19,062 224,306

1800. - 196,069 299,183 14,067 207,383

5th January 1811. 553,183 261,733 25,938 289,037

’

In the articles imported for general use, a distinction is to be made between
those of food, or of fuel, and those which are used in clothing, furniture, or other
domestic-purposes: although an increase of either of these classes may be consider-
ed as indicating a carresponding increase of property, yet the progress of the latter
clags, excepting so far as the internal production, or manufacture of the like ar-

|+ ticles may have decreased in Ireland, distinctly shews an improvement in the habits

! of the people, and a more general diffusion of the comforts of life. In the first class
are to be placed, sugar, spirits, tea, tobacco, wine, and coals, which, although neces-
sary to a certain extent in Irish manufactures, are imported chiefly for personal ac-
commodation. The most important articles in the second class are blankets, carpeting,
drapery, haberdashery, bats, stockings, and watches.

In the following tables of the quantities imported, the quantity re-exported,if any,
has been deducted, in order to give a more distinct view of the actual consumption.

Articles of the First Class.

’
Year. Loaf Sugar. | Raw Sugar. | Brandy. | ~Geneva. Rum.
jAverage of three Cwt. Cwt. Gallons. Gallons. Gallous.
years endin, } 1777, 10,800 212,620 |. 413278 | 137,139 1,594,716
25th March ) 1788. 12,088 140,662 852,891 75,587 290,465
1793. 6,224 184,408 140,003 -88,888 683,277
. 8,393 217,132 9,310 2,358 185,102
5th Janua:y 1811. 24,908 800,299 69,351 58,519 | 792,770
. . [ 3
Year. [Teaof allSorts.] Tobaceo. [Wine of all Sorts. Coals.
. Average of three Ibs. Ibs. Tons. Tons.
cars endin } 1| 808748 | 4,409,761 5,106 390,753
Mucg 1788. 1,708,855 4,261,639 4,223 227,55
1’793 1,838,791 | 2,935,559 | 5897 | 354,39
’ 2,778,070 | 17,386,282 6,282 864,613
5tb January 181 !. 8,340,334 8,364,147 5,644* 516,573

* Or omitting the last year, in which a heavy duty was imposed, and taking the average of the two pre-
ceding years, 6,804+ Fa
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Articles of the Second Class.
Year. . ‘Blankets. Carpets and Watches and
Carpeting. | Movements.
Average of three Number. Yards. Value.
years endi } 1798. | 1457 | 56062 | £ 5809
25th Marc 14,455 58,610 3,181
5th January 1811 73,826 187,998 30,238
Year. New Drapery.| Old Drapery. |Haberdashery.] Hats. Cotton  Ipurd Ware.
. ’ : : ' Stockings.
Average of three Yards. Yards. ; Value.  |Number.| Pair Value.
years ending » 1777. | 624,638 ° 817,641 | © 10,509 1,337 13,948 |.£.45,238
25th March ) 1788. 466,985 . 858,759 -|. 14618 | 9,013 20,5640 58,831
1798. 468,510 792,854 26,958 6,708 246,780 88,7861
: 1800, 728,786 [ 1,446,631 21,485 117,182 | 502,666 71,438
. 5th January 18l1l. | 1,346,593 .| 1,578,030 48,087 . 189,809 | 443,70¢ | 238,985

The increase of the last-mentigned artlcles affords a very satnsfactory proof of
the growmg prospenty of Ireland, and at the same time shews, in a very striking
manner, ‘the importance of the Irish market to the industry of Great Britain.

The exports of Ireland are natyrally divided into,two.gyeat classes, the produce of
the soil, and the produce of industry. The first comprehends the various preduetions
of grain and pravisions ; the second; linen and waollen gouds, together . with spirits ;
the only objects of commerce resultmg from Irish mduptry of which a considerable

export haa yct taken

1

Pt

p.late

Amcleo belongmg -to the First Glass

'

1 Year. Barley. Oats. Wheat. | Bulloeks. | Sheep: Hogs.
Average of three Barrels. Barrels. Barrele. | Number. | Number. | Number.
years ending > 1777. 22,406 145,790 20,702 5,915 - - 1,063

25th March) 1788, |. 19,579 106,321. | 60,907. 9%4 | - - 229

1793. | 23,181 643,514 | 122,112 | 25484 | - - 5,901

1800. | 33,444 436,883 38,063 14,178 697 4,086

5th January 1811. | 60,604 992,377 136,443 25,880 1‘2,496 16,007
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Articles prepared from Grain and Gattle.

i Year. Flour. Oatmeal. Bacon. Beef. Pork.

Average of three} Cwt. Cwt. Flitches. Barrels. Barrels.

years ending » 1777. 18,757 57,281 22,869 188,238 65,387

25th March ) 1788. 85,284 28,189 2,249 186,033 101,196
1798. 35,688 121,578 | 65,975 119,852 98,767 et

1800. 7,971 66,583 81,592 187,260 140,816 :

5th Janoary 1811. 87,763 79,332 ' 298,590 114,579 138,659

1

Hides
Untanned.

Average of three} Cwt. Cwt. Number. Number. Stones

Year. Butter. Lard. Hides Tanned.

years ending » 1777. 266,910 3621 | 40,373 69,542 1,600
28th March ) 1783, 949,251 - 4,666 5,875 70,410 2,044
1793. ] 810,569 | 4,396 1,580 63,982 23,443
1800. 280,649 5,866 52 59,985 150

_ ,493 ' ‘
5th January 1811. [ 874,547 Wl | f ey

49,879 2,468

. . - Articles belonging to the Second Class.

Year. o Plain Lil;en. IColoured Linen] Linen Yarn. |Linen & Cotton.

Average of three) @ Yards. ... Yarda Cwt. Value.
years ending 1777. 20,140,770 . - - - -
"5th March) 1788: | 18652424 -| - 117281 - - - -
) 1793. |- 42,870810 °| 116,200 W,277 £. 13,651 |

' 1800. [~ 85,880,022 |~ ~ 219,923 16,460 10,277 F

5'1! January 1811.. 89,271,070 .| - . 78,164 15,047 45818 |

b

Year. lNew anery.'Old Drapery. Worsted Ym{ Spirits,

years ending > 1777. - - . 93,875 a2
25th March) 1783. 88 175 16,320 77,451 2,201

. 1798. 981 737 17,747 50,445 242
1800. 62,517 2,083 7,788 8,357
5th January 1811. | 6,840 1,531‘ 8,391 242,014

Avenge of tbree} Yérds Yards. . [stones of 14ibs. Gallons.

It is to be observed, that the difficulties which have arisen in settling the draw-
backs between Great Britain and Ireland, in the spirit trade, under the Act of
Union, and the prohibitions of trade thence occasioned, have materially contri-
bated to check the export of spirits from Ireland in the Iast three years. On
an average of three'years ending 5th of January 1806, it, amounted to 1,057,305
gallons,

That the reader may be enabled to form a compreéhensive view of the Irish trade,
1 shall give a general table of the Imports and Exports from the years 1777 to 1811.
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: ' r.
AN ACCOUNT of the IMPORTS of IRELAND from the 25th of March 1771 to the
Rates thereof respectively ; with
1]
ASHES,
Years Barilla, PesH and BARK, BLANKETS, CARPETS, CARPETING,
€ Pot, rated st 7s. rated rated at 3s. 6d. mted at .
the 25th .
$ rated at 11, 5. per Barrel, at 10s. each. per Yerd, per Yand,
March. ”rc“.
Quantity. | Valge. | Quantity. | Value, | Quantity,| Value. | Quantity. | Valve. | Quantity.| Valag.
Coot. £ | Barets. £ Number. £. Yerds. | £, Yerds. | £
1772 - 854 71,068 68,138 23,848
1773 - | 62729 | 78411 | 75290 | 26351 | Theheadof Blank- | The head of Car- | The head of Carpet.
1774 - 34,769 43,461 76,403 26,741 | ets wasuot kept until | pets was not distin- | ing was not distin.
1775 - 66,749 83,412 55,300 | 19,355 | 1794; previous to the shed umtil 1794, until 1794,
1776 - 74,000 92,500 58,130 20,342 | said year thbmere t placed to Up- t placed to Up-
1777 - | 78,20 | 97,826 | 71,291 | 24,951 | placedto Up . | holstery. holstery.
1778 - | 69,798 | 87,240 | 95018 | 33,256
1779 - | 45,076 | 56,345 | 65789 | 23086 | - - - | - - - | e o} -] ).
1780 - | 66118 | 8%,641 | 61,557 | #1348 | - - - | o e | - e ) ] -0
1781 - | 69,684 | 87,05 | 63,138 | 22096 | - - - | - - -} -] -] ).
1788 - | 42,506 | 53,133 | 73829 | 2580 | - - - | - - < | -« -] -} e o
1783 - | 130,898 |.163,616 | 9%0,8% | s1,79¢ | - - - | - - ] -} o] ).
1764 - | 51,788 | 64728 | 74531 | #6085 § - - - | - - -] - - - I I B
1785 - | 84,318 | 102897 | 83,965 | 29387 | - - - | - - - | - - | -] ]
1786 - | 116,636 145,795 102,766 35,968 - - . - - LA L - - - - . -
1787 - 95,278 119,098 109,108 38,187 - - - . - LIRS .- - - - - - e - =
1788 - 86,831 108,539 115,418 40,396 - - e - . . L - . e e - - e o -
1789 - | 118,006 | 148,857 | 93,988 | S2848 | - - - | - - o | o o= ] o)} o
1790 - | 144,302 180,415 37,324 .« - . L] LR - . . - - - - - .
1791 - | 156,484 | 195543 | 95658 | ss478 | - - - | -« v ] - o} o] e e
1798 - | 150,975 188,718 150,440 52,654 - . - - - - - . e - - - e - . o .
1798 - 98,756 117,195 65,200 57090 e - - LI I L .- e . e - =
1994 - | 88,222 | 110,278 | 116,387 | 40,717 1,099 549 | 11,851 1,969 3,465
1795 - 88,709 110,887 196,058 44,120 1,177 588 12,710 | 2,824 50,569 5,056
1796 - | 167,654 209,567 160,901 56,315 2,096 1,048 18,717 2,225 287
1797 - | 106,549 113,187 145,708 50,997 5,766 £,888 12,328 2,244 5¢,499 5,249
1798 -, 54,974 68,717 £9,7%9 8,393 4196 7,625 1,334 25,018 2,501
1799 - | 117,348 146,544 91,721 ,108 20,686 10,343 9,990 1,748 46,391 4,639
1800 - | 159,580 | 199,476 | 174,401 | 61,000 | 14,286 7,148 | 16,188 2,818 | 70,674 7,067
1801 - 98,709 117,136 141,005 49,352 3,438 1,719 11,807 2,066 45,765 4,576
1802 - 75,918 94,898 | 124,865 43,708 | 19,608 9,801 2¢,336 3,908 | 106,575 10,657
1808 - | 102,588 | 128,236 | 110,321 | 38,612 | 7,518 | 18756 | 21,692 3,796 | 119,119 | 11,911
1804 - | 111,387 139,232 112,681 39,438 60,315 30,157 11,083 1,989 | 114,328 11,438
1805 - 121,575 151,968 180,189 67,081 5,169 904 97,376 9,787
1806 - | 122413 153,014 168,400 26,214 13,107 7,381 1,291 | 121,648 12,164
1807 - | 106,735 138,418 179,266 68,743 45,829 22,914 18,311 2,329 154,886 15,488
1808 - 98,767 117,194 166,651 58,328 50,492 25,246 18,129 3,172 ] 163,813 16,281
1809 - | 107,282 134,101 134,041 46,914 | 100,704 50,352 14,190 2,483 | 173,788 | 17,978
v15810 - | 214,994 | 267,865 | 121,204 | 49,453 | 66,708 | 33,354 6,301 1,102 | 138,614 | 13,861
1811 - | 117,068 146,336 117,682 41,189 54,067 27,083 8,316 1,855 | 224,842 22,084




- COMMERCE.—IMPORTS.
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5thJanuary 1811; distingnishing the principal Articles, and the quantities, official Values, and
the total value in each Year.

i "

DRAPERY, "‘;.’:;;"
COALS, FISH at 1. 10|

Corrons, L~ " per Hhd.
rated at 14e. per ton Plain . Herrings, !:‘1:18;
Naw, Oco, Eartaen to 1775;
to 1781, and rated at 1. 4

at ¢l 10s.
and 136, afterwards. [Colonred.®

rated at 23, 6d, rated at 14s, to 1779;
: Wazs. per Barrel. and at’
per Yard, per Yard, 3L

Quantity.| Valwe. | Value. | Quantity.| Valve. | Quantity.| Valge, Valoe. | Quantity. | Valge, Quantity,

, £ Yardy, £- Yards, £ £. | Barrels, L Hids.
211,438 | 148,006 2WA74 | 314,708 | 39,8 153,566 | 107,496 | 11,433 44,689 44,689 | 24,931
186,057 | 130,340 | 29,378 | 382,143 | 48,39¢ 210,065 | 147,045 | 1v,996 | 54,010 54,010 89,750
189,237 | 132465 31,85 | 461,407 | 57,675 282,317 | 197,601 | 13,373 68,134 62,134 25,375
203,430 | 149,401 | 36,663 | 465,611 | 58,201 281,579 | 196,965 9,945 46,79¢ 46,79¢ 10,218
177,938 [ 158,557 | 43311 | 676,485 | 84,560 290,215 | 203,150 | 18,18¢ 43,821 43,881 24,077
240,893 | 168,625 61,533 731,819 |' 91,477 381,330 | 266,951 | 16,159, | 76,378 | 76,378 32,618
237,101 | 165,970 | 73,446 | 741,405 | 92,678 378,077 | 264,653 | 17,125 30,919 30,919 | 87,811
219,992 | 153,994 42,357 270,839 | 83,854 176,196 | 193,387 | 13,777 23,523 $3,598 20,419
211,570 | 148,099 24,554 | 1x9,428 | 19,998 64,346 45,042 | 11,401 20,040 20,049 | 19,567
233,402 | 156,381 96,391 433,198 | 54,149 326,578 | 9v8,60¢ | 14,508 21,116 M,116 | 23,600
217,901 | 163,425 | 118,546 | 547,342 68,417 362,830 | 258,941 | 17,445 | 3618 3,618 25,611
£41,369 | 181,027 . | 133,059 | 420,415 54,551 371,871 | 260,310 | 20,251 4,394 #3¢4 24,617
097 | 194,393 | 113,769 | 393,017 40,208 351,848 | 946,293 | 15,694 18,261 18,261 45,518
g:,«& " 298,318 70,756 | 140,620 | 17,577 156,772 | 109,740 | 18,017 28,512 22,518 84,477
295,434 | 201,575 | 111,147 | 951,395 | 81,424 315,097 | 290,57 | 17,085 2,385 2,385 | 42,900
247 | 905858 | 96,178 | 380,708 | 40,588 | 488459 341,916 | ¢1,968 6,235 6,435 | 50,512
334,975 | 251,981 97,368 | 560,748 | 70,098 650,717 | 455,501 | 91,795 17,474 17,474 51,764
333,740 | 230,305 82,005 | 518,150 | 64,768 647,628 | 453,338 | 3,078 12,088 12,088 | 51,952
252,994 | 264,29% 85,459 | 504,551 | 68,068 653,899 | 457,729 | ¢3,514 4,408 4,408 42,588
338,496 | 233,87% 89,596 | 562,282 | 70,285 755,061 | 528,542 | 25,585 58,121 58,131 41,427
578,230 | 283,672 96,482 | 471,297 | 58,903 | 808,365 | 565,854 19,346 58,028 58,028 51,578
346,461 | 259846 | 124,011 | 379,024 | 46,508 815,140 | 570,598 | ¢8,337 50,628 50,698 | 59,079
392,992 | 294,714 57,472 | 299,943 | 98,742 421,327 | 294,858 | 20,574 58,671 58,671 87,078
365,483 | v74,112 | 101,999 | 411,219 | 51 ;408 784,218 | 513,949 | 21,903 51,798 51,798 46,924
355,999 | 266,999 | 145761 | 539,538 67,442 (1,121,539 | 785,077 | 329,435 98,085 98,085. 2
296,162 | 131,868 | 483,966 | 60,495 1,175,339 | 82¢,737 | 37,388 93,989 93,989 | 4¢,
361,645 | 271,233 65,126 | ¢53,947 | 31,744 836,073 | 585,251 | 19,780 |' 96,431 96,431 36,000
339,340 | v69430 | 176,991 | 667,417 83,427 | 1,969,857 | 688,899 | 9,614 | 106,179 106,173 40,387
372,955 | 279,716 | 242,993 |1,264,994 | 158,124 2,233,975 | 1,568,78¢ | 36,260 | 122,430 | 129,480 64,547
346,881 | 260,160 | 118,028 | 967,225 | 120,903 911,088 | 637,757 | 30,921 44,180 44,180 25,905
315,345 " | 236,508 | 191,555 | 687,966 | 110,995 1,028,381 | 754,866 | 41,788 70,49¢. | 70,49¢ 58,855
346,105 | 250,578 | 203,946 | 929,325 | 116,165 |1,470,466 1,029,326 |' 55,168 79,610 79,610 | 25,969
417,090 | 312,772 | 143,298 | 574,674 | 71,459 1,190,143 | 883,100 | 54,18¢ 43,581 | 43,581 | 50,964
438,721 | 329,040 | 145301 | 857,731 | 107,216 |1,851,209 945,846 | 58,659 21,085 21,035 | 51,941
412,515 | 309,386 | 165,817 | 842,931 | 105,366 |1,317,561 1,063,298 | 55,497 12,656 12656 | 33,443
476,148 | 357,111 | 113,846 | 659,319 | 82,414 |1,473,094 1,081,165 |* 60,165 29,348 | 9338 72,601
491,239 | 368,429 | 116837 | 917,055 | 114,631 |1,545,543 1,081,880 | 77,887 43,007 | 42097 | 4glar4
583,516 | 437,657 | 298,579 11,399,155 | 174,94 |1,678.935 1,175,261 | 90,423 33,581 33,581 21,785
402,640 | 301,580 | 192,772 1,484,958 | 185,619 (1,796,986 1,257,890 | 87,841 37,738 | -37,783 7,585
564,163 | 428,122 | 130,292 1,155,667 | 144,458 1,438,131 | 880,691 | 81,216 56,596 56,596 68,175
| ,

® Snch Articles as have not a rate of value annexed to them are entered inwards wpon value,
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c __——_
AN ACCOUNT of the IMPQR'PS,ofIRBLA-ND. from
Mﬁln’( GROCERIES. ' .
ra .
at 1 10s. FLAX, | o :
Years | per o Lt
’ . AR
to 17;.3, Undrest, SueAm—Loaf, |- MSW 3 Tra—Black, .| waa; -
$ 1! oirrs; ratedat 4. rated at k. &s. 8d. rated at 12, 64,
the e5th |atel 10s. | Tated atik 18e perCwt. 101778; | per Cwt. to 1773; . Gfeen,
to 1779; at 5l to 1781 ; at 14, 10s. to 1778 ; peri. to 1773; :
Mareh. | andat per Cwt. andat 61, at ol. 1781 ; ond at 2. rated at 6s.),
sl. - and at 2l. 5s. t o,
afterwards. afterwards, afterwards. . afterwards. per Ib.
. :
' "] T T —
Value. | Quantity.| Value. | Quantity,|{ Value. | Quantity.| Value.. | Quantity. | Value. "Mﬁ&h '
£ cwt. | £, Cok. £. Cuok. £ | Lbe £ Lbe. |
1778 - | 36,346 6054 | 10595 7,782 | 31,120 ] 188,30 | 251,014 | 468,3% | 35,724 ;%,4”
1778 - | 5 10,551 18,464 | 10,664 | 42,657 | 201,109 | 268,146 | 548,855 | 41,164 ,363
1774 - | 50,75 8,677 15,186 9,080 | 36,320 | 171,347 | 257,021 812,355 | 81,285 | 395,409
1775 - | 80,487 10,158 17,769 7,566 | 30,267 | 205,858 | 308,787 | 695,309 | 69,530 | 346,208
T 1776 - | 60,194 5,295 9,266 8,907 | 85629 | 238,746 | 358,119 | 308,558 | 30,855 | 571,968
177 - | 81,582 | 18,213 81,671 15928 | 63,718 | 193,258 | 289,888 | 359,475 | 85,947 46
1778 - | 98,089 |. 8,246 14,481 12,365 49,461 | 139,816 | 209,725 336,470 | 33,647 | 479,115
1779 - | 51,047 2,915 102 5931, | 29,658 | 145,540 | 291,080 | 402,594 [ 40,259 | 375,269
1780 - 701 79,90 18,984 7,064 139,475 | 278,950 501,227 | 50,122 | 383,621
1781 - | *70,92¢ | 10,379 18,164 | 15997 | 76,986 | 137,440 | 274,881 |1, 122,450 | 517,197
1782 - | 76,838 4,898 8,579 | 10,996 | 65976 | 151,436 | 340,781 | 887,767 | 88,776 | 433,248
1788 - | 78,851 8,660 9,871 | 59,226 | 139,110 | 299,498 |1,478,080 | 147,808 | 570,838
1784 - | 136,55¢ 7,896 13,819 | 10,164 | 60,988 | 187,583 | 422,061 |1,128,290 | 122,829 | 564,763
" 1785 » | 1084491 6294 7,516 4,638 | 27,828 | 182,595 | 410,839 |1,010,836 | 101,083 | 540,598
1786 - | 196,878 | 17,198 80,008 7,458 | 44,728 | 220,818 | 496,841 | 918,981 | 91,898 | 716,235
1787 . | 1% %=~ | 16771 | 29,850 70,67 | 42,408 | 150,075 | 337,669 |1,035,43¢2 830,808 .
1788 - | 1 0,74¢ 17,068 | 16,798 | 100,761 | 231,386 | 500,618 | 1,004,554 | 100,455 | 675771
1789 - |1 8,838 15,464 4,772 | 28,635 | 188,516 | 424,163 | 944,744 | 94,474 | 601,156
1790 .| 1 6,112 10,697 8,156 | 48,957 | 177,862 | 400,189 |1,820,591 | 132,059 | 650,307
19 |1 6258 vas51 [ 7,068 | 42,379 | 199,966 | 449,924 |1,101,096 | 110,109 | 635,700
199 . | 1 18,616 22,075 9,708 | 58,248 | 197,660 | 444,735 [1,521,135 | 152,113 | 437,846
1798 .| 1 18,560 23,730 1,903 11,418 | 158,005 | 355,512 |1,389,844 | 138,984 4,754
1794 -] 1 7,865 18,764 8,322 | 19,988 | 190,722 | 429,125 |1,772,648 | 177,264 | 381,269
1795 .| 1 15,160 26,530 3,467 | 20,804 | 209,736 1,620,954 | 162,095 | 4
1796 - 16,769 29,346 2398 | 14,389 | 293,801 | 503,755 |2 -<=~-| 241,891 | 551,788
1797 - | 1 28,806 41,668 | 1,164 6,985 | 180,674 | 406,517 |¢, ~ | 203,575 | 300
1798 « | 1 ., _ 8,585 6169 | 9,621 57,765 | 214,845 | 483,402 |2, 28 | 237,310 | 140,151
1799 - | 121,161 7,385 12,748 2 14,241 | 324,788 | 505,774 |#, 11 | 285,601 97,229
1800 .| 193,641 | 22,376 | 99,158 | 13,187 | 79,126 | 241,177 | 542,649 |¢, | 273,403 | 139,680
1801 - | 71,775 9,528 16,664 a921 | 26,529 | 286,471 | 644,560 |2, 204,781 | 78,036
1808 - | 161,565 5,661 9,906 4,104 | 24,625 | 296,070 | 666,259 |8, 334,712 | 259,674
1903 - | 750807 | 11,687 20,452 | 15,578 | 93,469 | 366,095 | 823,715 |8, » | 837,850 | 198,366
1804 - | 150,798 2317 4,054 | 12301 | 73,809 | 265,075 | 596,418 |- 3| so0s,488 | 155,109
. 1805 - | 155,823 2,781 14,196 | 85,180 | 285,578 | 642,550 3| 819,452 | 148,596
1806 - | 100,330 8,614 14,725 | 23,084 | 138 258,090 | 569,454 |., | 318,07¢ | 136,988
. 1807 - | 217,808 8,380 14,681 18,558 | 111,322 | 240,332 | 541,198 |¢, p| 252,685 | 84y
1808 - | 138,828 7,054 | 128,344 | 33,409 | 200,454 | 824,477 | 730,078 |, )| 342,401 | 130,210
1809 .| 68,355 1,238 - 2,182 - | 34042 | 204,358 | 411,168 ‘| 925,128 |83, )| 361,427 | 92,501
1810 - | 112,606 | 15067 | 26,368 17,2¢5 | 103,352 | 369,048 | 830,359 |8, _...5| 382,424 | 67,417
1811 - | 204,5¢5 | 28,663 | 50,060 | 23,450 ‘| 140,702 | 251,491 | 565,856 |2,866,648 | 286,66+ | 55,920
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the 25th of March 1771 to 5th January 1811—continued.
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GrocERIES HIDES,
HEMP, HIDES, Untanned,
\' ' HOPS
HABER- rat 3 ]
R HATS, Undrest, ) ed at 8s. each
TEa, DASHERY, ‘ ) to 1778; rated at
rated at 15s. rated at 15s. 6d rated at 2
Green, |. a1 o T < at 10e. to 1791; 8
ratedat 6s.| pyreels, each. perCwt. , each. afterwards, per Cwrt.
perib. ‘ 1. 6¢. 8d. each.
Vakie. Valge. f Quantity. | Valte.. | Quantity.| Valse.' | Quantity.| Value.! | Quantity.{ Valme. | Quantity.
£ L. Number L Cwt. £ | Number, &£ ' | Number. L Cwt.
i 7,662 925 698 [ 13,685 | 10,606 RN B 315 126 7,168
‘| 87,108 8,941 363 271, 9,670 7494 | - - < | o o - 276 2710 | 14,680
118,622 . 8,832 1,073 804 | 28,361 | 17,330 - .- - eie sto 136 7,497
' |1103,862 9,956 1,139 854 | 14,964 11,054 | o - - | < - us 137 | 16,869
{111,590 | 14,172 1,002 751 | 13,602 | 10541 | - - - | . .. 918 867 9,694
‘108,417 | 15317 [ 1,872 1,406 |- 19,419’ | 15080 | - « - | - - - | 18,612 7444 | 18,067
| 348,784 |+ 15,552 |-' 888 666' | 11,082 8389 | « - - | « -] 13,108 5,941 10,974
+ | 219,880! |- 11,188 646 444 9,775 T8 | - - o | e eie 25,59 1,979 | 18,191
115,086 |* 7,700 | 432 316' | 19,058' | 14770 | - - + | o <1« 2,080 1,010 | 15,687
: | 985,138' | 16,831 715 5% | 17498 | 13,586 | - = < | - - . 641 320 19,686
I|-229,974' {' 16,303 |' 1,390 997" |* 20,800 | 16,120' | « - - | - 1. 408 904 | 26,056
~171,851' |- 14,176 | ' 8,991 2,995 |- 7,328 5507 | « - o | - e ko197 1,098 11,358
1| 1269,828! |- 16,458 |+ 3,868 |- 4,897 |> 15,697 |' 18,111 e e e | = ere (14 828 12,487
1] 262,117 |+ 13,424 4,168 3,126' | 23,037' | 17,079 R BT 576 288 | 9,446
i | 814,817 1 | 15,388 3,036 2,077 |+ £1,909' |- 16,979 | - - - | < - - | 158 79 14,101
| 1 {940,242 |- 12,205 | 5005 | 3758 | 18486' | 10488 | - - - | - <1 | - o -~ . | 14618
! +] 902,731 |- 14,232 |- 8,525 | 6,398!' | 25786' [ 19,984 R 1,958 979 10,586
1] 280,346/ | 18,906 9,820 7,365 |-.3658Li | 28,318 | < - - | - =i« 1,871 935 | 12,288
295,092/ | 18,998 | ' 7,846 5884' | 16,934 | 18,224 | « o « [ o 1o | o - . - =« | 15245
1]1297,010! | 10,961 | 8,492 ‘6,369 |- 21,884 ' | 16,921 |- 888 1,766 824 Mg 14,208
1] 342,158 | 26,350 6,592 4,944 |+ 37,4831 |- 29,050 9,956 | - 19,912 1,164 1,55¢ 14,638
| 286,426 ! | - 34,564 5,027 3,770 | 81,604' | > 24,493 |- 4,876 9,768 | 10,901 14,534 17,028
"1 1|+ 10907 | '3,688 2,766 | 20,029 ' |« 15,528 8,551 | ' 17,102 2,552 3,402 7,710
v14926,2001 | - 15,074 |- 5683 |. 4,259 | 30,108' |- 23,830 |- 5871 | 11,742 2,220 2,90 | 1
’ ] 13,971 ] -9,752 |- 7,314 | 18,954 ' |: 14,689 © 7,606 | ¢ 15,12 2,261 3,014 18,175
- 90,165 ' { - 14,057 - | 11,667 8,750 |+ 30,110 | |* 94,110 | 6,859 13,718 2,704 3,605 13,606
[ -36,085' | 12,060 7,956 5,967 9,410 7,293 7,510 15,020 2,951 3,908 | 25,054
- 29,168 + | 17,139 ' | - 13,859 9,644' | 21,2291 | 16,452 |’ 5,098 10,196' [ ' 35,386 47,101 11,693
141,904t |- 84,656 | 32,581 | 24,2851 |- 22,340 | 17,322 17,965 85,980 [ 17,088 20,717 9,988
+ 25,410 1 | + 36,405 | 11,768 8,826 | 26,5471 | 20,574 . | 19,387 | 24,574 | 28,070 37,426 6,892
1] #5,902:] 54,648 | 255389 [ 19,004 [+ 8869 | 6,408 6,719 | * 13,438 1,886 2,514 15,963
* 59479 | 76,305:| 48,352 ‘| 36,971 |- 28,712 | § 23,252 6,947 |' 13,804 6,193 8,257 | 26,010
1| 46,582 |:72,85 t]|/50,060 ' P 37,545 | 83,580 | 25985 7,593 15,186 8,825 11,766 18,460
42,778 |-80642 ' | 49,672 | 37,354 |1.14,325 ¢ | 11,201 |- 8,684 |' ‘17,368 16,180 21,5%6 | 30,988
|- 41,006 | 86,588 ' | ¥0,726 - |« 53,044' | 25,618 ' |' 19,850 9,800 19,600 12,157 16,209 | . 23,749
- 25,381 87,165 | 91,200 ' | " 68,474 | 22,014 ' |> 17,060 |- 17,042 | - | 24,050 15,682
39,063 |- 98,361 | 117,146 : |' 87,859 |+ 95,248 ' |- 19,567 - | 20,897 ' | 41,674 5,943 7,926 | 27,344
27,750 - | 109,210 | ¥10,488 ! |~ 82,866 |* 6,019 |* 4664 {19,501 | ' 39,002 2,072 2,762 | 28,841
1| 20,225 - | 137,686 ' | 85,651 | - 64,223 |: 17,285 ' |- 13,395 ' | 15,143 | 30,286 7,790 10,306 33,700
‘| 16276} 107,365 | 78,579 |. 55184 | 30,290 i |* 23,474 |- 13,771' |- 27,542 | 30,545 40,726 | 18,275
»
G

Vor. Il
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42 COMMERCE.—IMPORTS.
ANACCOUNT of the IMPORTS of IRELAND, from
R SALT,
IRON, r — N SILK,
Years | HOPS, ' IRON
> Unwrought, Forgian, WaiTe, o .
ending rated at and rated at 1s, 4d. Rock, rated at 1s. 2d. rgansine
March pe ? | rtedati0s.6d. | o4y, 34 to 1781;
per Cwt. per Cwt, WARE. and 1s. 6d. pér Ton. and at 1s. 4d. Raw.
afterwards. afterwards,
\
Value. | Quantity.| Valoe. | Value. | Quantity. [ Valoe. | Quantity.| Value. | Quantity.]| Value. | Value.
L Cat. £ &£ Bushels. £ Tons. &£- Bushels. &£ &£
1772 - | 35844 | 109,478 87 20,913 | 317,434 21,162 1 7,000 | 321,539 18,756 | 85,645
1778 - | 78,401 | 126,376 | 101,101 271,168 18,077 14,220 7,465 | 345,026 20,126 | 117,098
1774 - | 37,185 | 178,731 | 942,985 | 25,607 | 264,228 17,614 15,884 8,339 | 357,249 20,839 | 84,761
1775 - 174,413 | 139,529 | 5940 | 283,604 18,906 17,595 9,287 X 064 | 95224
1776 - | 48,478 | 137,470 | 109,976 | 38,450 | 388,048 25,869 14,585 7,657 | 373,256 21,773 | 92,603
1777 - | 90,386 | 147,054 | 117,643 | 42,693 | 381,972 25,464 14,107 7,406 | 392,277 24,517 | 119,997
1778 - | 54,874 | 141,600 | 113,280 | 45062 | 297,190 19,812 16,219 8,515 | 484,317 30,269 | 109,988
1779 - | 90,956 | 129,530 | 103,624 | 384,789 | 270,435 18,029 16,121 8,463 | 431,183 26,948 | 57,116
1780 - | 78,438 | 159,591 |-111,358 | 29,202 | 374,829 24,988 16,590 8,709 | 400,008 25000 | 80,692
1781 - | 98,4834 | 170,395 | 153,356 | 46413 | 497,712 83,180 16,056 8,429 | 528,362 164,260
1782 - | 130,280 | 189,605 | 151,802 | 58,558 | 361,905 27,142 15,641 8,211 | 561,021 37,401 | 127,29¢
1788 - | 56,767 | 164,187 | 131,349 | 65,420 | 334,696 25,102 17,517 9,196 | 637,316 42,487 99,647
1784 - | 62,487 | 158,985 | 127,188 | 68,694 | 285,084 1,381 21,558 | 11,315 | 588,102 | 39,206 | 88,741
1785 - | 47,230 | 178,585 | 142,828 | 45982 | 195,925 14,694 21,823 11,457 | 409,522 27,303 | 9
1786 - | 70,506 | 168,747 | 134,997 | 61,791 | 328,331 24,624 | 20,483 10,758 | 277,300 18,486 | 122,161
1787 - | 73,090 | 181,943 | 145,554 | 65486 | 245,666 18,424 16,873 361,279 24,085 | 113,695
1788 - | 52,930 | 200,060 | 160,048 | 78,113 | 259,236 17,942 23,215 12,187 | 374,687 24,979 ‘
1789 - | 61,168 | 206,957 | 1 73,821 | 245,606 18,420 22,835 11,988 | 308,674 20,578 | 113,256
1790 -| 76,227 | 193,430 | 154,744 | 74,930 | 230,865 17,314 16,974 8,911 | 298,712 19,580 130
1791 - | 71,019 | 200,068 | 160,055 | 79,532 | 263,908 19,793 19,449 10,210 | 258,579 17,339 | 81,418
1792 - | 78,163 | 204,022 | 195217 | 84,295 | 238,980 17,924 21,331 11,198 | 281,149 18,746 | 112,589
1793 - | 85114 | 228,830 | 183,064 | 86,472 | 204,514 15,338 16,406 8,613 | 267,279 17,818 | 101,665
1794 - | 38,558 | 180,673 | 144,508 | 50,298 | 208428 15,857 20,065 10,534 | 428,719 28,581 25,293
1795 - | 91,701 | 265,633 | 212,507 | 71,049 ‘| 276,615 20,746 18,209 9,559 | 489,225 32,615 | 51,930
1796 - | 90,878 | 177,407 | 141,925 | 94,702 | 149,979 11,248 19,880 10,457 | 414,798 27,652 | 88,130
1797 - | 63,030 | 226,259 | 181,007 | 89,925 79 21,843 23 13,819 | 559,746 37,316 67,300
1798 - | 125270 | 172,507 | 138,006 | 47,812 | 100,818 7,561 7,685 4,008 | 149,217 9,947 42,292
1799 - | 58,468 | 218425 | 174,740 864 | 263,351 19,676 16,364 8,591 | 431,738 28,782 | 63,626
1800 - | 49,940 | 231,214 | 184,971 | 112,640 | 295,040 16,878 18,202 9,556 | 816,595 24,106 | 78,451
1801 - | 34,462 | 149,913 | 119,931 | 86,913 | 105,911 7,943 15,146 7,951 | 172,970 11,331 | 43,659
1802 - | 79,815 | 149,083 | 119,266 | 138,941 | 139,236 10,442 19,463 10,218 | 149,141 9,942 | 45,282
J 1808 .| 130,050 | 245,208 | 196,166 | 167,789 79,262 5,944 10,682 | 221,899 14,798 | 74423
1804 - | 92,300 | 250,783 | 200,626 | 158,902 | 322,804 24,210 21,110 11,082 | 256,775 17,118 | 54,384
1805 - | 154,912 | 191,529 | 153,223 | 158,592 | 176,959 13,271 25,313 13,289 | 306,347 | 20,436 | 93,108
1806 - | 118,745 | 802,798 | 242,238 |-176,666 | 261,231 19,592 25,789 13,539 | 332,446 | 22,163 | 67,222
1807 - | 78,411 | 234257 | 187,390 | 193,337 | 313,434 28,507 21,141 11,099 | 197,352 13156 | 53,955
1808 - | 136,720 | 348,914 | 279,131 | 265,534 | 411,652 30,873 | 26,405 13,862 | 375,681 25045 | 72,501
1809 - | 144,205 | 328,012 | 262,409 | 249,878 | 487,021 36,526 26,602 13,966 | 879,424 25294 | 34,831
1810 - | 168,500 | 282,983 | 226,386 | 244,497 | 708,552 53,141 12,751 | 222,486 14,832 | 57,100
1811 - | 91,376 | 256,117 | 204,894 | 222,905 | 460,976 34,578 | 26,924 14,135 | 243,200 16,219 | 71,208
]




COMMERCE.—IMPORTS. 43
L ——— . —— —

the 25th of March 1771 to 5th January 1S11—continued.

@ o————"

SPIRITS.
’ o~
Cotton, TALLOW, rated at ¢d. per Ib,
Branpy, Gengva, Roxn, .
rated at 2s. 8d to 17775
rated at 1s. 4d. rated at 1s. 4d. rated 1s. 4d. . rated at 11, 10s.
per gallon t0 1775; | per gallon t0 1775; | per gallon to 1776; .| per pair to 1781; at 3d. to 1778;
at 1s. 64. to 1776 ; at 1s. 64. to 1776; .| at 1s. 6d. to 1781; and at 3. per Cwt. at 4d. to 1779 ; and
at 2s. t0 1781; andat | at 2s. to 1781; and at and at 2. " at 64. afterwarda.
23, 6d. afterwards. 29, 6d. afterwards, afterwards, erwards.
Quantity. | Valwe, | Quantity.| Valne. | Quantity.| Valwe. | Quantity.| Valwe. | Quantity.| Value. Quantity. | Value.
Gallons. £ Gallons, £- Gailons. £ Puirs. £ Cut, &£ L. | £.
874,145 24,942 | 218,958 14,597 | 1,973,782 | 131,582 10,365 1,382 |- - -|- - -l5505800]| 46,048
310,025 20,668 | 198,810 13,254 | 1,704,557 | 113,637 8,633 4L151 |- - |- - <|>5231714] 43507
395,740 26,382 | 173,700 | 11,580 | 1,503,086 | 100,205 9,698 1,208 |- - .- - -|5434924| 45289
356,133 23742 | 120,483 8,032 | 1,322,506 | 88,167 9,409 1,954 |- -« -1- - -|3%949740 | 32,914
403,706 | 30,277 | 153,430 11,507 | 1,888,068 | 125,801 12,550 1,678 |- - -|- - -15379405| 44828
479,996 47,999 | 137,474 18,747 | 1,680,238 | 126,017 19,887 2651 |- « <l- - -13016409] 32,636
226,434 | 22,643 | 144,438 14443 | 1,234,502 | 9e,587 20,111 2681 |- - |- - -]3629056 | 45368
180,705 | 18,070 87,423 8,743 | 1,183,865 | 88,789 13,416 1,788 |- - -|- - -|4,038497 | 7,308
213,132 | 21,318 | 148,551 14,855 707,852 | 58,088 8,994 1,199 |- - -l- - .| 4630302 | 115757
243,986 | 24,328 84,156 8,415 967,305 | 20,047 17,388 2318 |- - -]- . -|5501,535 | 137,538
429428 | 53,678 90,776 11,347 256,278 | 25,627 8078 |- - |- . .]|3845788| 96144
385,958 | 48,244 51,831 6,479 | 426,998 | 42,699 23,744 3561 |- - -|- - -] 3459861 | 86:496
555,878 | 69,484 | 109,650 13,206 | 1,098,072 | 109,807 21,646 8246 |- - -|- - -| 4214860 | 105371
52,943 69,921 8,740 957,209 | 95,720 19,278 289 |- - |- . -| 4086036 | 101,400
394,458 | 49,307 73,991 9,249 | 1,038,003 | 108,300 46,348 6,952 5,640 8,460 | 568,373 | 136,709
347,080 | 43,385 76,801 9,600 868,504 | 86,850 69,220 10,388 5,259 7,888 | 4,049,956 | 101,248
41,059 85,528 10,690 978,594 | 97,357 91,063 13,659 9,449 14,174 | 3,317,098 | 82,927
320697 | 40,087 81,101 10,187 | 1,057,437 | 105,748 | 150,668 22,600 7,734 11,601 | 4,907, 105,198
256,405 | 332,050 67,923 8,477 |1,148,594 | 114,809 | 178,287 26,735 3,517 5,276 | 3,812,785 | 80,319
218,671 26,708 | 100,674 | 12,578 893,900 | 89,390 | 228,062 34,209 1,080 1,621 | 3,999,475 | 98,236
142,961 17,870 64,946 8,118 6 62,828 | 222,083 33,312 1,667 2,500 | 3,651,103 | 91,277
7,922 86,044 10,755 559,136 | 55,913 | 290,196 483,529 1,561 2,341 | 1,771,526 | 44,283
51,982 6,497 77,634 9,704 320,733 | 32,078 | 195,314 29,297 8,266 4,899 | 7,819,830 | 195,495
4,313 77,355 9,669 498,946 | 49,894 | 364,996 54,749 4,913 7,360 | 6,422,920 | 160,578
27,971 3,496 9,158 | 1,144 280,817 | 28,081 | 362,972 54,355 6,864 10,296 | 4,872,505 | 121,812
11,289 1,411 6,655 831 125,136 | 12,518 | 396,976 59,546 1,275 1,913 | 6,302,323 | 157,558
3,498 4 1,368 170 79,720 7,972 | 209,109 31,336 2,240 3,360 | 8,790,196 | 219754
8,603 1,075 342 42 127,140 | 12,714 | 307,758 46,163 7,758 11,637 | 7,140,067 | 178,501
15,830 1,978 5,371 671 372 87,258 | 391,131 58,669 9,259 13,889 | 7,368,790 | 184,219
95,479 11,934 49,507 6,188 796,770 | 79,677 | 291,973 43,705 16,840 25,260 | 7,227,238 | 180,630
925,188 40,648 | 158,178 19771 | 1,468,571 | 146,857" | 290,340 43,551 21,188 31,782 | 6,941,946 | 179,548
27,853 99,204 12,411 924,977 | 92,497 | 467,467 70,120 28,999 43498 | 6,922,184 | 173,054
38,829 4,853 1,559 2,694 393,831 | 39,383 52,812 25,170 37,755 | 6,300,902 | 157,522
18,125 2,265 30,869 3,858 270,363 | 27,036 | 408,759 60,563 20,669 31,004 | 5,468,225 | 136:705
21,783 2,722 11,457 1,432 176,794 | 17,679 | 424,091 63,613 30,400 187,000
8,507 16,336 2,042 262,622 | 26,252 | 507,770 76,165 16,706 25,059 | 6,002,862 | 150,071
13,179 1,647 10,478 1,309 445400 | 44,340 | 493,457 74,018 15,319 22,978 | 4,605,962 | 115,149
67,176 8,397 24,309 3,038 731,545 [ 72,154 | 509,356 76,403 3,067 4,600 | 3,979,751 | 99,493
122,211 15,276 | 113487 14,060 | 1 152,368 | 435,465 65,169 5,391 8,086 | 8,047,052 | 201,176
18,666 2,333 38,941 4,867 688,410 | 68,841 | 387,291 58,093 18,509 20,264 14,865,971 | 371,649
. Ge
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COMMERCE.—IMPORTS: *

e e ——————————— — _____

AN ACCOUNT of the IMPORTS of IRELAND,

W INE,
WATCHES
) C )
Years aud PoRrrT,
Faency,, ’ RAENISH, SranisH,
ending | Warcm | rated at 22l. per tun Mapmina, . rated at 24, pet tun : A
the 25t to 1778 ; . rated at 23.. per tun rated at 2oL
25 Move- ' ' 5 0 1778 ; ' ted at
N at 24l. to 1779; rated at 26! : . 10 1797 ; and «
arch. | meNTs. ' at 22[. to 1799; an
at 250. to 1781 ; and per Tun. ’ at 241, afterwards. * per Tun.
at 26/, afterwards. t 241, afterensds. . v
Value. | Quantity. | Value. .| Quantity.| Valae. , | Quantity.| Value. ,| Quantity.| Valse. . | Quantity. | . Nalme:: .
£ Tews. | £ Tes. | £ Tuxs. £ Tens, £ Tns. £
1772 - | Not parti-| . 3,080 67,781 Previous to the.year 1,554, | 32,647 - ko 768 524 15,738 ;
1773 . | cularlye.| .3,606 | 79,348 | 1794, Madeira was | 1,819, | 38,199 . 48 1,122 €97 20,917
- 1774" - | pumerat-| _ 4,297 94,544 | included under the 1,412 . | 29,663 . a9 911 487 14,630,
1775 . | ed, until| . 3,000 | 66,033 | headof Spanishwine. | 1,697 | 35,641 w 100 304 11,836
1776 - 1794, 2,694 59,280 e e ale - 1,827 . | 38,375 37 855 517 | 15,525 .
17?7 . |- - - 3,021 66,474 e e ele o 1,626 -S4,15% 44 1,028 438 13,166 -
1778 - |- . -] 2,264 49810 [- . |- < - 1,614 -33,903 0 921 401 12,081 -
1779 - |- . | 1,512 - s el o | 1016 | 28,857, 26 601 252 7,568
1780 - |- - -| 1,683 | 42081 |- ‘. |- . -| 2099 | 50,39 7 424 237 7,126
1781 - f- - .| 2781 69,541 |- o |- o - 2,158 | 51,806 15 369 80 2,418
1788 - |- - - 1,757 45690 |- « t]. .o - 1,857 584 15 366 309 9,270 »
1788 - |+ - - 1,588 41,289 |- - |- . - 2,014. | 48,344 1 ) 449 74 2,232 .
1784 -~ |- - - 1,666 433885 [- o |- - - 2,247 _ | 53,940, 30 34 838 | 10,155:
1785 .. f- - -| 1,89 | 49304 |- + -|- - -| $£185 | S4% 22 | 560 460 13,828 .
1786 - |- - - 1,992 51,800 [« ¢ -|e o - 588 14,124 . | h 749 708 21,258 .
1787 - - . -| 2997 | 59728 [- . |- . - 614 | 14,765 22 | w8 973 29,206 .
1788 ¢ f- . -| 2648 | 6885 |- - -|- - -| 8317. | 55629 4 | 9 1,901. | 36054 .
1789 -.[- .  -| 2166 | 56328 [- . -|- - .| 1954 | 46918 3¢ 818 1,030 . | 30,900 .
1790 - |- . - 2,092 54,399 - e els s - 2568 | 61,648 30 ., 722 1,007 , 30,224 -
1791 ¢ [- - -| 2141 | 55672 [- . -|- . -| 8845 | 68,281, 81 | 76 1,145 - | 34371.
1792 - |- - - 2,062 53628 [- - |- o - 8,157 75,791, 34 . 838 994 29,829 .
1798 - |- - - 1,978 51,300 e e e ]le e e 2,898 69,561 1 | 519 934 020
1794 .| 5007 881 | 23,922 60 1 . 2,789 | 66,940 24 | 580 739 22,183
1795 - 5,027 . 655 17,051 93 2,419 3,582. 85,983 W 612 1,565 46,975
1796 - | 7,384 2,348 | 61,050 108 2,819 7,983. | 191,602 &1 | 517 2,141 64,237
1797 -.| 7,298 306 7,969 48 | 1,216 4,491 | 107,806 2 | 544 321 9,638
1798 - | 2,367 81 2,111 7 188 1,124 26,992 18 329 166 5,005
1799 - | 38,291 227 5,290 19 511 6,267 | 150,408, 8 200 203 6,112
1800 - [ 3,887 931 24,232 61 1 8,459 | 208,028 33 814 1,579 + 47,886
1801 -, [ 1,751 163 4,251 54 1,422 2,640 63,336, 29 . 702 746 22,385
1802 - | 3,017 454 | 11,811 115 3,008 . | 4,487 , | 107,688 st | 762 836 25,099,
1803 -.| 11,620 855 | 22,232 107 2801. | 7,005 | 168,131 2 | 585 1,699 50,986
1804 - | 15455 617 | 16,065 Sz | 848 5191 | 124,600 10 244 1,529
1805 -, | 19,566 529 18,761 78 2,035 | 5,009 | 120,236 14 410 2,281 68,445
1806 -, | 129,292 329 8,567 72 1,881 3,429 |- 82,311, 15 367 1,021 | 30,635
1807 - 22,454 - 355 . 9,25¢4. |~ 41 1,068 |, 3,088 74,112 16 399 1,614
1808 -, | 23,043, 348 | 14971, | 77 2,023 | 6,154' | 154,907, 15 367 2522 | 75688
1809 . | 29,060, 231 6,006 | 280 7,800 . |, 8,625 | 87,004, 1 , 7 2821 | 84,650
1810 - | 36,420, 758 | 19724 | 966 | 6937, 3,08 .| 74,608 s | a7 2,509 | 75,295 .
1811 -,| 25,335 304 7927 |, 150 |, 8 . 8,895 | 93,485 e | 54 1,92 | 41,378




COMMERCE.—IMBORTS: 45
from the 25¢th of March 1771, to 5th January.1811—~continued..
w.0 0 D. ) TQTAL
_— ’ Nox- | omcial
or Y| WOOL—Cotton, *YARN—Cotton, ' Value
AVBO, v
Dxats, Tiussr, ’ Enone-
rated af 3. pep - rated at 4. rated at 1s. 6d. of .
rated ag 4L §s.,,. .| bundred(120)tp 1775; |  rated at al. 152, : RATED 1M PORTS|
+ perCwt, . i perlb,
at4s.to1776; and { ArTi of
per hundred (120.) per Ten, - ,. [ cLEs.|
at Ss. afterwards,. Ireland.
Quantity. | Value. | Quantity.| Value. | Quantity.| Valwe. | Qunantity.| Value. | Quantity, | Vajue. Value. Value.
Hunds. £ Hunds. £ Tons. £ Cuot. £ | L. . .f £
10030 | 42,630 | 43,594 6,589 6,046 | 16,626 1,717 6,871 6,045 -569,884 | 2,187,895
7,588 . 31,994 34,821 5,223 | 11,530 . 31,709 3,729 14,919 230 - 17 580,207 { 2,417,613
10,328 46,022 23,445 3,516 14,277 39,262 3,004 14,419 2,238 167 542,287 { 2,458,032
1,465 48,729 | 24,863 3,799 9,734 26,769 3,063 12,852 748 55 | 529,908 { 2,508,415
} 9042 38,430 | 32,468 6,498 8,598 | 23,647 3,860 | 15,448 1,766 138 612,498 1 2
‘ 9,505 40,399 | 31,568 7,892 | 9,269, 25463 4,569 18,276 24,141 | 1,810 { 614,751 | 3,128,9¢8
i 9,616 40,871 | 55,526 13,881 14,816 : | 40,745 4,565 18,263, 6,938 519 | 796,999
11,575 49,196 | 15,160 3790 1 91,99 1,345 5,381 4,689 { - 851 508,965 | 2,195,935
6,587 . 27,995 21,609 5,402 4,901, 13,478 706 2,824 578 43 464,040 { 3,127,579
8,080 34341 | 43,40¢ | 10,851 5,947 16,356 4,165 16,661 6,775 508 760,894 | 3,128,031
7,527 | 31,990 40,360 |, 10,090 . 8,698 . 13,907 998 3,975 2,925 219 2,994,265
10,167 46,186 | 19,032 4758 8,569 .|. 23,566 4,550 18,200 6,516 488 575,370 | 3,007,236
8,682 | 36,899 23,678 | 5919 13,612 . 37,433 4,287 17,150 3,340 £50 749,883 | 3,343,032
12,388 52,653 | 18,484 4,621 .| 20,247 .| 55680 5283 | 20,892 47,12 358 715,757 | 3,056,394
13,770 58,524 36,379 . 9,094 . | 18,941 35,590 7,260 . | 29,042 22,188 1,664 625,650 | 3,430,628
12,079 51,336 54,376 13,594 17,233 47,392 8,977 35,909 37,945 2,845 636,788 | 3,417,281
18,036 76,655 58,941 14,785 20,154 35,426 10,728 42,9138 45,015 3,376 644,439 | 3,870,144
ﬁ 18,236 77,505 41,150 10,287 25,995 -71,488 54,261 83,814 6,286 654,790 { 3,¥90,602
16,306 69,302 33,200 8,300 14,279 39,269 11,911 47,647 77, 5,826 728,530 | 3,829,914
16,867 71,684 36,845 9,211 18,647 51,281 14,649 58,598 205,515 15413 778,962 | 4071,794
20,960 89,080 28,126 7,030 21,995 60,487 10,233 40,935 298,351 22,976 463 | ©338,012
15,840 67,323 43,448 ;| 10,862 29,651 81,541 20,503 82,014 325,042 24,378 821,447 | 4085149
13,061 55,512 36,959 . 9,239 13,043 - 35,868 7,538 30,132 173,717 13,028 413,162 | 3,216,405
15002 63,759 | 41,857 | 10464 | 14,838 | 40,805 | 14,206 56,824 813,973 843,079 | 143,296
14768 62,764 36,966 9,241 10,809 29,725 18,167 52,670 587,314 44,048 711,142 | 4656,608
8,781 88,066 57,806 14,451 21,409 58,875 14151 . 606 681,318 51,098 767,988 | 4,436,943
5870 24,949 35,267 8,816 4,741 13,038 6,667 . 26,668 190,685 14,301 - 485,214 | 3,396,880
14777 62,806 30,917 7,729 6,117 16,815 12,130 48,523 38,102 581,983 | 4,393,015
15423 |- 65550 | 54,980 13,745 10,064 27,678 14,853 59,415 976,466 | 73,234 907,019 | 6,183,457
16,383 . 69,630 25,824 6,456 13,683 37,628 12,632 50,529 459,120 34434 747,426 | 4,202,126
14,461 61,461 | 31,218 7,803 | 13,483 37,078 | 10,716 42,864 375,597 | 28,169 969,692 | 5/006,456
23,935 98,748 | 24,495 .| 61,98 19,979 53292 | 18,378 78,514 | 1,105,877 | 82940 | 1,069,174 | 6,087,253
24139 | 102,593 | 55192 | 13,798 | 26,299 72332 | 13,899 55,599 809,914 | 60,743 | 890,564 | 527
21,082 . 89,598 46,336 11,684 21,115 58,066 18,183 72,784, | 1,149,004 86,175 . | 1,039,550 | 5,712,802
? 22,169 94,218 41,979 10,491 $1,978 605425 16,734 66,937 [.1,459,905 | 109,492. | .998,176 | 5,736,214
21,712 92,278 56,648 14162 10,682 29376 18,429 |. 73,717 | 1,060,334 39,5¢5 |1 " 75 | 5,605,959
20,481 87,044 57,607 14,401 168,496 50,864 32,851 . |-181,404 | 570,356 42,776 | 1,219,178 |. 6,637,907
1,758 7451 | 24,323 6,080 8,775 24,131 . | 22,620 90,480 | 1,486,880 | 111,518 | 1,424,510 | 7,129,507
8976 15,898 | 56,527 14,081 18,662 51,321 | 49,786 . |.199,146 |1,114,879 | 83,615 | 553,696 | 7,471,557
21,156 89,913 | 6%0%8 | 15509 | 24173 66476 . | 53,183 | 212,584 | 814,349 | 3,576 | 5,327,352 | 6,564,578




COMMERCE.—EXPORTS.

Ax ACCOUNT of the Export of NATIVE PRODUCE from IRELAND from the 25th

official Values, and Rates thereof
B A CON. BEEF, BULLOCKS
AQUA VITE, rated at 1k 5s. and
Yean ~ B
y per Barrel to 1776 ; cows,
ending rated at 3s.. Haxs, FuiTcnss, .
.| at1k 6s. 8d.t0 1780; | rated at 5. each
the 25th rated at 2l, per cwt. |rated at 12s. per Flitch . wd
at 1l. 10e, to 1791 ; + to 1791 ; und
March. per Gallon. to 1777 ; and to 1775; and 150 a !
. at 11, 15s. afterwards. |  at 6l. afterwards.
at 1. 10s, afterwards, | at 15, afterwards..
Quantity. | Value. | Quantity.| Value. | Quantity.| Valwe. | Quantity.| Value. | Quantity.| Value.
Gallons. £ Cwt, &L Number. L. Barrels, £ Number. &L
e | e - |- e - .| 14062 | 8485 | 200,899 | 251,086 456 | 9,200
1778 - 63 9| -« | - -] 19856 { 11,558 | 215,198 | 268,989 591 2,955
1774 - | - - - |- - « « o | e- - | 2,00 | 15660 | 187,494 | 234,368 2,477 | 12,385
775 - 267 0 | - - - | -« - | st646 | 19586 | 198,452 | 240,565 6,685 | 33,125
1776 - e o a e o = - o - - - - 24,502 18,376 | 208,685 254,606 6,924
1777 - | - -« « | -« - 241 488 | 11,46t 8,596 | 168,578 | 224,771 4198 | 20,990
1778 - e - e o - 578 867 15,992 |° 11,994 190,696 254,261 3,716 18,580
1779 - 10 1 391 587 | 11,792 8,844 | 138,918 | 185,224 3,960 | 19,800
780 « | - = - | - - - 208 304 1,728 1,292 | 187,75¢ | 250,339 4838 | 24,190
1781 - 3,966 594 188 75 178 129 | 190,501 | 85,752 2,998 | 11,490
1768 - 1,456 218 228 342 239 179 | 155,582 | 33,374 165 825
1788 - 1,185 127 718 1,069 6,337 4,752 | 212,018 | 318,026 400 2,000
1784 - 230 34 1,007 1,511 | 83,985 | 24,941 | 126,581 | 189,797 6,836 | 34,180
1785 - e o o e o o 720 1,080 35,485 26,613 138,650 | 204,975 292,241 111,205
1786 - 70 10 639 959 30,310 22,732 158,388 237,582 19,315 96,575
1787 - 579 86 469 703 | 16,585 | 12,993 | 158,649 | 230,474 | 16,175 | 80,875
1788 - 68 10 491 737- 29,587 22,190 130,837 196,285 17,699 88,495
1789 - 158 o8 695 1,063 | 83791 | 25343 | 120,092 | 180,288 | 16,501 82,505
1790 - 408 61 1,836 2,754 56,494 43,370 | 126,998 190,490 24,170 128,850
791 - | « o o | o - - 1,3¢8 1,99¢ | 60735 | 45,551 | 120 180,759 | 30,132 | 150,660
1792 - 209 44 1,156 1,734 | 64,490 | 46,867 | 135,219 | 236,638 | 24,351 | 146,106
1798 - 429 64 1,126 | 1,691 74,400 | 55800 | 108,333 | 179,083 | 21,880 | 130,920
1794 - 135 20 643 965 47,996 35,997 134,328 436,824 5,654 38,912
1795 - 1,011 151 752 1,128 63,808 | 47,856 | 124,607 | 218,062 5,160 ,960
1796 - 1,216 188 1,001 1,63 | 125085 | 93,813 | 128,155 | 213,771 | 10,584 | 63,144
1797 - 58,615 8,79¢ 1,314 1,971 92,086 69,064 110,141 19¢,746 56,311 217,866
1798 - 2,866 429 1,695 2,543 5¢,941 39,705 108,346 189,605 30,670 184,030
1799 - 4,055 608 1,647 2,471 68,658 | 51,481 | 158,578 | 268,761 9,381 55,986
1800 - 3,15¢ 47 1,049 1,574 128,183 92,387 149,857 262,249 2,534 15,204
1801 - 2,270 45 548 822 | 74,391 | 55798 | 64,442 | 118,744 3,712 | 2,078
1802 - 227,519 34,127 1,327 1,991 39,667 29,750 ,235 138,668 31,664 189,984
1808 - | 1,130,019 { 169,508 5,085 7,553 168,216 122,412 80,161 140,281 42,680 X
1804 - 930,800 | 139,620 3,955 5,932 114,382 85,7 79,347 138,857 28,522 * | 171,188
1805 - | 1,196,569 | 179,480 1,750 2,605 | 91,511 | 68638 | 79,581 | 139,179 | 16,003 96,018
1806 - | 1,044,548 | 156,68¢ 5 3,808 | 184,956 | 138,717 | 111,678 | 195427 | 21,941 | 131,646
1807 - 531,648 79,747 2,214 3,321 233,874 175,405 120,588 211,029 27,764 166,584
1808 - 648,706 97, 5,834 8,751 291,019 218,264 | 110,218 192,881 26,351 158,106
1809 - 512,098 76,814 11,611 17,416 264,844 198,633 112,064 213,612 14,12¢ 84,732
1810 « 76,990 | 11,548 6,969 | 10,464 | 320,306 | 940,209 | 196,76 | 220,808 | 18,385 | 110,010
1811 - 136,955 20,543 16,419 24,629 310,620 282,966 95,498 167,121 45,185 271,110
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of March 1771 to the 5th January 1811; distinguishing the principal Articles, and the quantities,
respectively ; with the total value in each Year.
CANDLES, | COPPER ORE, €CORN
BUTTER, rated at 1/, 15s. -~ A
per cwt. to-17g0;| Fated at Sl. 10s. BaRLEY, OaTs WHzAT,
rated at 2l percwt. |
at 1l 16s. 8d. X rated at 7s. d at rated at 1l.
to 1781 ; per ton to 1781; |0 barrel to 1775 rated at 8s. per barrel to 1773;
01791 ; and at at Gs. to 1780; | per barrel to 1775; | at 1L 2s. 64. to 1775;
; at 1k 17s. 4d. afterwards at5e. 64. 101781 ¢ 45 10,4 to 1783; | 8t 1k 18 84. to 1782;
/ t0 1791; and at 6s. in 1782; afte * | atil s in1788;
oL 9. 6d. afterwards. ¢ S 1%, 4d. afterwards rwards afterwards
at 2l. afterwards, L . at 12s, at 7s. 6d. at 1. 7.
| .
Quantity. | Value. [Quantity. Value. JQuntity. Value. |Quantity| Value. | Quantity. | Value. | Quantity.| Vake.
Cwot. £ Cwt. £ Tons. £ Barrels.| £. Barvels. £ Barrels. { - £.
288,457 576,914 2,430 4,254 183 641 3171 1,109 35,199 14,079 1,694 1,6
272,399 544,798 2,183 3,821 299 1,047 16,5¢5 5,784 25,626 10,250 4,374 4,374
270,096 | 540,192 | 2,084 | 3542 59 206 | 35,445 | 19,405 | 93,326 | 37,330 1,623 1,825
264,140 528,280 2,234 3,911 280 981 88,078 | 15,327 58,369 28,347 7,850 8,268
272,411 544,822 3,155 5,522 305 1,069 26,249 7,874 187,359 45,668 28,343 30,705
264,181 | 528,362 1,764 | 3,088 | 141 493 2,898 | . 867 | 191,645 | 46,713 | 3¢,415 | 85116
258,144 516,389 938 1,641 79 27! 28,149 | 8,444 129,741 31,624 23,238 25,169
227,829 455,659 1,887 3,197 168 57¢ 26,490 7,947 45,830 11,171 7,835 8,488
244,184 | 488,369 5,611 9,820 33 118 3,314 994 189,761 46,254 19,017 20,608
264,210 | 528,420 7,175 | 13,154 36 126 13,109 | 3,605 100,829 24,577 87,955 95,285
234,058 | 468,116 7,072 | 13,201 78 286 7,654 2,296 178,341 42,251 87,808 95,120
249,485 . | 498,971 9,560 | 17,846 s 138 |979,977 | 22,786 | 45,545 11,101 6,964 7,660
257,417 | 514,885 10,402 | 19,418 20 75 | 9,57% 5,623 30,511 11,441 648 874
282,802 | 565,604 5,038 | 9,404 412 156 8170 | 1,908 | 155732 | 58,400 36,956 49,89¢
243,007 | 486,045 3,504 | 6,511 72 265 95,868 | 57,520 444,704 | 166,764 117,021
330,866 | 661,738 3,599 | 6,718 | 199 473 (163,895 | 98,387 | 357,138 | 133,9¢4 | 69,118 | 83,859
341,599 | 683,199 3,796 , 7,087 143 524 | 54,045 | 3,497 ¥79,125 | 104,671 50,157 67,711
314,876 | 629,753 3,5¢9 6,588 175 . . 641 33,849 | 20,309 382,959 | 124,859 218,787 295,294
300,669 3,028 5,654 | 1,005 3,686 53,521 | 32,118 | 533,720 | 200,145 148,066 199,899
295,873 | 591,750 4,068 : 7,585 590 2,164 | 39,719 | 23,831 669,559 | 251,084 | 158,769 | 207,588
323,872 8 | 5985 11,971 749 2,748 | 28,852 | 17,811 | 620,706 | 332,764 | 119,781 | 161,704
311,960 | 662,916 | 4443 8887 | 719 | 2,63 974 | 584 | 637,077 | 238,978 | 99,788 | 135,263
271,027 | 575,983 5289 10,579 | 495 1,815 | 38,601 | 28,160 | 512,932 | 192,340 | 36,701 | 40,546
276,408 | 587,356 5,992 11,985 |- 540 1,980 7,381 4,428 644,504 | 241,689 31,231 42,161
315,255 | 669,918 | 5408 10,816 | 767 2,81¢% 4 2| 152,541 | 57,20 | . - - | o Lo
522,218 684,713 5,083 10,066 | 1,048 3,820 o o of a =« 648,595 | 243,223 15 20
671,276 5,540 . 11,080 | 1,028 3,771 29,081 | 557,736 | 209,151 67,526 91,160
262,764 558,373 7,8¢8 15,657 | 1,087 3,802 48,963 | 29,377 594,972 | 223,114 46,325 63,538
263,289 | 559,491 | 10,992 ; 21,985 | 1,219 4,469 - - - - 157,938 -348 485
178,496 879,304 5,583 | 11,167 | 1,264 4,634 - - - - . - = - .. - - - - - -
304666 | 647015 | 8,072 | 16154 | 3781 | 18868 | - - | - - . 200 N 2 T R
396,353 842 8,043 | 16,086 | 2,109 7,788 12,676 7,605 475,066 | 178,149 168,987 298,064
334,251 | 710,283 | 8,447 | 16,894 | 1,807 6,695 | 32,867 | 19,720 | 391,102 | 146,663 | 101,901 | 137,566
320,155 | 680,330 | 5,496 : 10,992 | 1,683 6,171 | 17,560 | 10,536 | 372,690 | 139,758 | 153,828 | 206,317
294,415 625,632 8,115 | 16,231 { 3,079 7,623 | 30,140 | 18,084 346,244 | 129,841 134,871 182,075
838,508 . | 719,329 12,516 | 25,033 | 2,124 7,788 18,408 | 11,044 461,700 | 173,137 153,214 206,838
333,998 709,745 8,516 | 17,033 | 2,666 9,775 68,785 | 41,271 724,347 | 271,630 68,003 91,804
346,856 737,069 6,922 | 13,844 | 2,741 1,0050 | 59,891 | 35,934 935,850 | 850,943 79,189 106,905
885,953 820,150 11,083 | 22,166 | 1,306 4,788 45,180 | 27,108 | 1,285,027 | 481,885 | 137,159 185,164
I %0,833 | 830,520 | 8,305 | 16,610 | 1,383 5071 | 76,743 | ¢6,045 | 756,254 | 283,595 | 192,981 | 260,524
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Anx ACCOUNT of the Export of NATIVE PRODUCE from IRELAND,
R Y. FISH—Herrings, X.
DRAPERY FEATHERS, FLA
-- ¥ears ending . rated at 11
- < —————
rated at 2l, per cwt. Barrel to 1780; .
the 25th New, .OLp, el * | Daest,
. 1781; ~
March rated at 25 rated at 6s. 8d. to 1791 ; st 15 o 1781; rated
arch. rwards
per Yard to 1781 ; per Yard to 1791; afterwards at 21, 5¢. afe at 1. 15.
afterwards at 82, 64. | nfterwards at 7s. 64. a ik per Cwt.
Quantity, | Value. | Quantity,| Value. | Quantity.{ Value. | Quantity.| Value. | Quantity,
Yards. £ Yods. | £. Cut, £ Barrels. £ Crot.
e - . o |- - - N 1,588 3,167 3,770 80 | - - .
798 « . <} - - - I EETE T A 1,644 3,289 3,295 3295 | - - .
1774 - . - e o o - - = - . - . - 1,259 2,518 5,062 5,062 - - -
1775 - - ) e e ] el e} 1,442 2,884 7,600 7,600 | - - -
1776 - - - - o o - ® o . o e - e e 1,’" ’,455 15,19’ 13,193 e ® -
M7 - - | e - e e e | o e} 1,988 3,967 17,566 [' 17 - . -
1778 « - o] e o] e} 1,643 3,887 13,512 13,518 | - .
1779« - o] e - . B U e 1,380 2,641 11,450 | 11,450 1 - - -
.1780 - - 8658 | 865 M4 164 2,004 4,008 16,229 [' 16,2¢9 | - - -
1781 - . - | 286,859 26,685 3,740 1,246 798 1,585 15718 |' 11,788 | - - -
11288 - - - | 836,607 | . 42,075 4,688 1,544 494 989 | 96666 |' 26664 | - - -
11788 < - - | 538,061+ || 67,257 | 40,589 | 13529 1,048 | 2,097 |t48481 | 48481 | - - -
11784 - - - | 666,298 | . 853500 | 11,786 | 1,573 | 3,147 23,398 |' 23398 | - - -
,1785 - .- - | 270,031 | ' 96,258 | S4,#9 | 11,416 1 3,964 | 35514 |. 85514 | - - .
1786 o - - |849,628:5| #8708 | 10,485 3,478 1,178 2,356 17,88 |+ 17,188 | - - -
1787 o - - 9. | . 25,856 | 1532 5109 ‘| 1,746 3,493 11,366 11,86 |+ 26
11788 - - - | 815111°7 $9,388 e |- 2582 1,997 8,995 16,855 | 16,855 |+ 64
189 - - - | 863,196 'Y ' 45,399 V7,838 2,611 1,248 |- 2,486 1,177 | 11,077 | 14
11900 - - - 4 852,088 #4008 831s | £,19 1,857 3,715 7,980 | 7,980 3
1791 - - - 18204911 40,061, 15085 | 5,028 1,884 | 3,769 1,91 | 1,381 108
1798 - - - 384,396 <1 48,049 : | . 18,669 - 7,000 1,960 |' 4,455 4078 | 4,072 1
1798 - -+ - {140,894 | 17,586 |. 19,489 .| 7,308 1,371, ] 3,086 - 364 |! %64 |' =
1704 - <« - | 206,547 -1 258185 | 21,087 7,963 " 840 1,801 1,90 |! 1,390 |+ 25
1705 - - - | 1052889 13,160 92,789 |' -8,527 978 |' 2,189 2,170 | ' 2,170 10
1796 - ‘- - | 174,036 91,756 | 128,680 | 48,236 -1,308 2,983 1,961 | ! 1,261 | ' 881
1797 - - - {149,760 < | 18,790 - | 16,839 6,314 1,009 ‘3,200 3,793 | ' 3,798 1
1798 - - - | 92420 '{ 11,558 1,150 481 ‘1,302 3,981 5,555 5,555 5
1799 - - - | 61,844 7,730, 3758 | 1,038 1,167 | ‘2,687 | 425 4,215 7
1800 « - - | 83,388 %161 2,196 |[. 928 ‘9,778 ‘6,262 |+ 5,589 | ! 5,589 12
1800 - - - 3,800 | . - 350 550 206 %1 | 428 | - 1,040 1,040 | - - -
1808 - - -1 15998 | 1,999 3,268 1,225 1,674 3,767 2,789 2789 | ' @9
1803 - - - - | 27,563 3,445 1,726 647 1,975 | 4, 8,797 3,797 15¢
1904 - - - - 4,863 © 607 1,570 B8 5,319 1,471 | | 1,471 2,560
1805 - - ' - | ‘21,685 2,704 938 1 1,991 4, 2,729 2,729 | '1,900
1806 - - - | 20,069 | . 2,508 - 668 |+ 0 2,084 14,6/ - 2,680 | ' 2600 | ' 95
1807 - - t-'| 8067 | 8508 1,668 |' ' 6pS 3,496 5,646 4,248 4,248 | ' 145
1808 - - ' - 5,469 © 688 2,899 |. 1,087 7,91 s 948 743 | 15,644
1809 - = - | 14447 { . 1,805 1657 ¢ 946 4,198 | '9, s s | 6
1810 - - - | . 1448 180 1,08¢ | ' 387 ‘9,297 | 20,9)8 ‘24 | e | 332
1811 - - - 4 4638 ;9 2,906 :,oge 4912 § 11,052 1,088 1,088 | - - - "]
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M
from the 25th of March 1771 to the 5th January 1811, &c.—continucd.
HIDES—Untanned,
FLAX G LASS rated at 11. each
«
~\ |7 Y to 1775;
DxesT, UNDREST, BorrLzs, Casgs, Drinxing Grasses, at 1L 3¢. 4d. t0 1776;
rated ' rated at 11, per at 11, 5¢. to 1780 ;
rated at 11, rated at 1s. 6d. rated WARE. .
at 11. 15, : bundred to 1790 ; and at 11, 6s. 8d.
per Cwt. per Cwt, per Dozen. at 11, 10s. each, afterwards 160, 8d. afterwards.
Value. | Quantity, | Value. | Quantity.| Value. | Quantity.| Value. | Quantity.| Value, Value. | Quantity.| Value,
Lo Cwt. £ Dozens. £ Number. &L Number, £ L Number, £
- - - “ e ]| - IR IERE R B 90,323 90,323
R T I DR I - 63,143 62,142
- - - D B PP T B - - - 67,044 67,044
S T BT B PR E e - e e |- - 79,898 79,892
T T [P NS P TR R e 71,207 83,179
R BRI I - .. N B 57,438 | 71,797
R T IR B I R 51,714
EEEEE IR TR B R BT EEECEE PP BT BRI 7Y YT
S BT PEE T TP RS - . - 68,777 85,971
- = el -] .- 1,940 145 | - - - 42 92,381 | 123,174
Y I 1,738 10 | - -"- 35 60,771 81,028
LY IR BRI 468 8 | --«1--- 99 99 172 58,079 | v7,438
EIRE T PSPPI IS 532 39 5 7 207 207 424 47,284 63,045
N B R 2,802 210 | - - - 16 16 592 57,298 76,397
R T R 1,220 9 | - - - - - - 672 6 77 79,581 |.106,108
45 - el - - - 144 10| - - - - - - 2,136 21 220 69,804 93,072
118 - .- N e B - - . 8,480 84 773 69,641 92,854
25 15 15 162 12 - - - - - - 25,236 25¢ 803 49,085 65,580
6 17 17 253 19 249 373 49,413 494 2757 75,134 97,512
180 4 4 332 24 50 75 65,308 544 3,291 70,240
s 59 59 1,202 % 21 st 115,384 961 4,787 63,750 85,000
67 1 1 1,200 ~ 90 - - - - - - | 131,2% 1,093 4,196 57,957 77,276
45 31 31 1,240 98 9 13 175,157 1,459 2,146 35,030 46,706
19 3 s 2,676 200 69 82 139,386 1,161 5,751 38,546 51,394
579 1 11 21,960 1,647 | - - - - = - | 234,651 1,955 5,617 60,618 80,824
1 5 5 6,121 459 | - - - - - - | 589,078 4,908 8,764 ,488 73,984
8 182 183 2,855 214 | - - - - - - 61,611 513 2,890 48,614 64,818
13 19 19 10,455 784 | - - - - - - 58,160 484 2,673 | 79,509 | 106,018
271 R B 10,548 7290 | - - - - - 48,55¢ 404 3,392 51,833 69,110
- . 4 4 4,161 s12 | - - - - - . | 218,712 1,822 6,313 21,253 28,337
52 1,639 1,639 19,661 1,474 | - - ~ - - - | s08,747 2,572 6,524 42,048 56,064
266 2 21 42,894 8217 | - - - - - - | 173,998 1,449 4,261 52,364 43,154
4,490 251 251 19,422 1,456 381 476 456 537 9,072 28,304 57,738
5325 553 553 14,447 1,083 - - - - - | 115740 1,297 7,902 36,996 49,328
167 278 278 22,665 1,699 - - - - - - | 131,024 1,091 7,085 33,308 44,410
253 154 154 15,421 1,156 | - - - - - - | 111,248 97 9,076 23,108 30,810
9,877 2,611 2,611 8,006 600 - - - - - - 36,832 306 10,389 39,319 52425
10 4,882 4,882 9,676 725 | - - - - - - 1,008 8 5,410 54,396 72,528
581 6,507 6,507 15,236 1,142 - - - - - - | 877,198 3,148 16,124 38, 95 46,526
- - . 1,073 1,078 16,774 1,258 | - - - - - - | 136,164 1,134 15,882 54,846 73,128
Vou. Il H v
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An ACCOUNT of the Export of NATIVE PRODUCE from IRELAND
HOGSLARD, LINEN LINEN
d and ! d
Yean . rated at 1/, per cwt. KELP, PrAln,
ending HOGS, 0 1779; and OOTTON rated at 1s. 6d. per Corourep,
. ’ rated at 14, 10s. Mixed *
ard to 1775 ;
the 25th | rated at 1/. each. at 1l 10s. - Manafac- y 77585 rated at 1s. 74d.
March. ’ per Lon. at 1s. 5d 101778 ; and
‘ . tare.
sfterwards, , at 1s, 4d. afterwards. WY ard.
Quantity. | Value. | Quantity. | Value. | Quantity.| Value. Value. | Quantity. | Value, | Quantity.| Valae.
Number. &£- Cot, 8 Tona. £ £. Yards, £- Yards, £L.
1778 - 90 90 2,235 2,285 937 1,405 - . 20,599,178| 1,544, - - - - - -
1778 . 185 185 2,156 2,156 1,540 2,310 - - - | 18,450,700 1,383,802 | - - - - - -
1774 . 8se 882 2,379 2,379 1,219 1,828 - - - | 16,916,674 1,268,750 | - - - - - -
1775 - 680 680 1,686 1,686 897 1,346 - - - | 20,205,087} 1,515,381 | - - - | - - -
1776 - 1,148 1,148 3,216 3,216 1,081 1,621 - - - | 20,502,587| 1,452,266 | - - - .- -
1777 - 1,358 1,358 2,981 2,981 1,345 2,017 - - - | 19,714,638| 1,396,458 | - - - - -
© 1778 - 874 874 3,428 38,428 1,244 1,866 - - - | 21,945,729 1,554,489 | - - - | - - -
1779 - 285 285 3,527 3,527 1,358 2,037 - - - | 18,836,04¢| 1,255,786 | - - - - - -
1780 - 169 169 5,984 5,976 949 1,425 - - - | 18,746,902 1,249,793 | 7,819 594
1781 - 45 45 1,995 2,992 776 1,164 157 | 14,947,265 996,484 | 111,295 9,042
1782 - - - - - - 4,027 6,041 471 g07 - - - | 24,970,303 1,664,686 | 74,422 6,046
1788 - 642 642 7,978 11,968 1,278 1,917 1,418 | 16,039,705 1,069,513 | 166,127 13,151
1784 . 1,937 1,087 2,707 4,060 1,025 | . 1,587 - - - | 24,961,898 1,664,196 | 347,098 | 28,201
1785 - 2,811 2,811 2,234 3,351 1,774 2,662 9,382 | 26,677,647| 1,778,509 | 226,186 | 18,377
1786 - | - 1,895 1,895 2,966 4,450 1,218 1,819 4,443 | 28,168,666| 1,877,911 | 359,751 29,228
1787 - 1,294 1,294 3,578 5,368 1,474 2,211 5,216 | 50,728,728 2,048,581 | 264,421 21,484
1788 - 3,363 3,363 8,543 5,515 8,131 4,696 7,545 | 85,487,691| 2,365,846 | 157,725 | 12,814
1789 - 6,362 6,362 3,469 5,204 2,401 3,601 4,616 | 29,344,633 1,956,308 | 104,598 8,198
1790 - 7,330 7,330 5,622 8,438 2,208 8,305 14,522 | 87,322,125| 2,488,141 | 144,008 | 11,700
1791 - 5,814 5,814 3,422 5,183 1,915 2,872 9,628 | 39,718,706 2,647,913 | 116,037, 9,428
1792 - 6,465 6,465 3,578 ' 5,367 2,739 4,108 16,988 | 45,581,667| 3,038,777 | 108,073 8,832
1798 - 5,445 5,425 6,888 8,838 1,285 1,852 14,339 | 43,312,057| 2,887,470 | 123,862 | 10,063
1794 - 1,598 1,538 4,068 6,108 1,160 1,741 19,379 | 43,257,764 2,883,850 |- 108,058 8,779
1795 - 1,051 1,051 5,908 8,862 619 928 45,115 | 42,780,840| 2,852,056 | 282,501 22,953
1796 - 2,649 2,649 5,179 7,768 1,197 1,795 25,563 | 46,705,319| 3,113,687 | 715341 | 53,181
1797 - 9,402 9,402 6,213 9,319 38,561 5,342 12,619 | 36,559,746| 2,437,816 | 488,715 | 36,278
1798 - 6,733 6,733 12,506 743 1,115 14,546 | $8,497,171/ 2,199,823 | 189,885 | 14,241
1799 - 2,577 2,577 4,421 6,632 1,087 1,630 5,345 | 38,466,289, 2,564,419 | 256,740 | 20,860
. 1800 - 2,949 2,949 4,841 7,262 1,222 1,888 10,940 | 35,676,908, 2,378,460 | 213,143 | 15,985
1801 - 1,625 1,625 2,223 3,335 1,495 2,248 5,055 | 25,041,516/ 1,669,434 | 213,921 | 16,044
1802 - 1,968 1,968 2,049 3,074 1,857 2,785 5,217 | 87,767,077 2,517,805 | 142,858 | 10,718
1803 - 11,728 | 11,728 6,376 9,565 702 1,058 5,780 | 85,491,181] 2,866,075 | 120,879 9,065
1804 - 12,976 | 12,976 7,028 10,542 4,251 6,376 987 | 37,432,365 2,495,491 | 137,489 | 10,311
1805 - 4,750 4,750 2,734 | 4,101 1,730 2,595 5,981 | 42,288,621 9,865,908 | 127,091 9,531
1806 - 6,383 6,388 6,363 9,544 5,630 5,445 3,554 | 43,534,971| 2,902,331 | 148,562 | 11,142
1807 - | 11,458 | 11,458 18,162 |. 19,748 5,119 4,678 17,899 | 39,048,727| 2,603,315 | 111,299 8,347
1808 - 17,345 | 12,315 19,885 29,827 5,245 7,867 12,352 | 40,001,442| 2,726,762 | 152,44 | 11,431
1809 - 7,433 7,433 15,638 23,457 5,410 8,115 18,919 | 45,904,382| ¥,926,958 | 82,014 6,151
1810 - 4,712 4,712 16,282 24,423 4,160 6,240 34,556 | 37,061,859( 2,470,790 | 108,180 7,758
1811 - | 385876 | 35876 12,839 19,259 4,522 6,783 83,981 | 36,846,971| 2,456,404 | 49,300 3,697
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COMMERCE.—EXPORTS.

51
—_—— - ——
from the 25th of March 1771 to 5th January 1611, &c.—continued.
M E AL
T~ N RAPESEED, S0AP,
FrLou OaTs, PORK,
SR rated at 64. 6d. nated SHEEP—Alive, | Ttedat il 13s.4d.
"“‘h“&*l’“c"." Wm‘°1775; rated at 11, 10s. Wm..‘nl;
01784 at 51, t01781; | . Barmel at 11, 12s. 6d. ‘ rated at 1/, each.
. 8d. 5 - per o afterwards
at166.84.t01794;and| 5:“:“::7“’ » per Quarter,
afterwardsat 18s, 8d. afterwards. at 1l 15.
Quantity. | Valze. | Quantity.| Valme. | Quantity.| Valwe. | Quantity.| Value. | Quantity.| Valse. | Quantity.{ Valoe.
Cuot, £. Cot. &£ Barrels, £ Quarters, £ Number, £ Cwt, &£-
262 197 | 62,304 | 20,248 #7718 | 67,069 718 1,166 | No distinct Head kept 858 1,428
154 115 30,895 10,040 51,112 76,668 3,036 4,933 for Live Sheep un- 489 815
1,525 1,144 | 128387 | 41,706 52,588 | 78,493 2,044 3,322 til 1798, 655 1,091
4,699 3506 | 57,69 | 18,749 50,367 | 75,551 1,258 208 | - - - | - - - 365 943
12,038 9,024 | 78,856 | 19,714 72,714 | 109,071 2,147 3488 | - - - | - - - 734 1,224
24,541 18,405 | 85,299 8,824 72,931 | 109,396 3,603 585 | - - - | - - - 49 sy
24,475 | 18,356 | 14,604 3,651 77,612 | 116,418 3,5'8 5117 | - - < | - - - 558 990
26,288 | 19,712 3,279 819 70,066 | 105,099 3,276 5324 | - - - | - - - 888 1,481
80,772 60,579 14,595 3,648 96,554 | 14,4831 390 6% | - - - | - - - 2,663 4459
69,730 | 52,297 18,548 .| 4,63 | 106,288 | 159,424 11 19 | <« - -} - - - 3,638 6,053
114,289 21,274 5,584 84,910 | 127,365 849 1,399 - . - - - . 2,406 4,011
33,788 | 39,5803 | 29,650 7,788 | 112,396 | 168,553 6,415 10426 | - - - ] - - - 3,078 5,1%
1,818 1,363 11,671 3,063 52,912 79,369 2,160 8350 | - - - | - - - 5317 8,863
18,665 | 15554 | 95878 | 98,768 87,683 236 88 | - - -}]--- 1,783 2,973
28,221 | 23518 | 192,079 | 39,628 74761 | 112,142 1,216 1,976 | - - - | - - - 1,263 2,108
15,932 | 18,276 | 145,488 101,859 | 158,789 | 12,08¢ 19634 | - - - | - - - 1,852 | 3,088
8,885 7,404 | 139,288 |- 41,786 | 111,046 | 166,569 | 11,785 1915 | - « - | - - - 2,126 3,544
88,753 | 73,961 | 109,868 | 32,958 93,336 | 140,004 | 12,200 19,825 § - - - | - - - 1,844 3,074
185,004 | 154,160 | 65570 | 19,671 | 100,266 | 150,399 9,473 1538 | - - - | - - - 1,961 3,263
25045 | 20,871 | 138,381 | 40,014 95,467 | 143,201 848 1,39 | - - -] . - - 4,040 6,733
47849 | 39,874 | 134,801 81 12,750 144 227 | - --1]--- 4,067 7,118
34,256 | 28,463 | 96,552 | 28,968 | 119,012 | 178,518 3,496 5681 | - - - | - - - 2,436 4,263
4,239 3,538 | 94,927 7,328 | 149,153 | 323,799 1,098 1,78 | - - -} - - - 4,936 8,636
5,411 505 | 36576 | 10,97 | 139992 | 194,883 234 % | ---]--- 9,390 | 16,432
1,366 1,975 | 87,503 | 11851 | 148,266 | 192,399 7,641 12416 | - - | - - - 2719 11,718
2,562 2,398 | 118464 | 38,739 | 149,294 | 213,441 5,360 8710 [ - - « } = - - 8,148
18,051 | 16,848 | 79,585 |- 168,436 | 252,654 4,488 7,293 1,875 1,875 4158 7,296
3,603 5299 | 985,148 | 27,944 | 139,268 3,838 6288 | - - - | - - - 7,141 | 12,497
261 243 | 27,066 8,119 | 114744 | 173,116 2,437 3,961 216 216 | 19,821 34,686
159 148 949 284 58,569 | 87,868 “7 726 256 256 | 14,654 | 25
208 189 | 1,876 382 81,601 | 123,401 6,968 11,314 2,891 2,891 7,284 | 12,747
91,623 | 85515 | 108,189 | 32,466 59,538 | 89,292 4,581 7,363 4,470 4,470 6,809
43,143 | 40,266 | 76,619 | 22985 | 119,049 | 178,573 2,173 3,531 7,482 7,488 75119 | 12,488
21,598 | 20,158 | 67,238 | 20,169 88,193 | 123,289 6,882 11,085 5,502 5,508 7,788 | 13,629
27,776 | 21,355 | 36297 | 10,89 | 110,425 | 165,657 6,091 9,897 | 10,988 | 10,988 9,597 1
36,214 | 58,799 | 43451 | 13,035 | 113,36 | 170,064 8,485 18,706 | 14,851 | 14,851 | 12,412 | 21,791
6,889 6429 | 46772 | 14,081 | 170,289 | 255,483 .| 15,053 24,461 | 14,442 | 14,448 9,302 | 16,278
5787 | 5356 088 | 1,086 | 168,603 | 252,904 7,089 11,519 8,653 8,653 | 19,095 | 33,416
16,543 | 15,353 | 90,610 | 27,188 | 136,568 | 204,85¢ 1,975 3,209 7,596 7,596 | 19,716 | 34,503
91,211 85,130 | 57,399 | 17,189 | 110,806 | 166,209 3,836 6,238 | 21,029 | 1,029 | 10,908 9,089
Ha2




‘COMMERCE.—EXPORTS.

= e
AN ACCOUNT of the Export of NATIVE PRODUCE from IRELAND,
GUES L
SKINS—Calf, TALLOW, TON 2 mtedatigs. |
Years ending rated at 11 25, 6d. | rated atil. 16s.8d. rated at 106. per stone to 1775 ;
rdosen to 1775; | 130 44- L0 1776; Lingx
per dozen to 1791; per cwt. to 1775; pe ’ at 155, to 1777 ; ?
the. 25th at12s. to 1791 ; at 13s, 4d. t0 1778;
afterwards and at 2l. at 10s. to 1791; rated at 6.
afterwards ’ ?
U March. at 11, 3s, 4d. afterwards. afterwards per cwt,
at 12, 6d. at 10s, 64.

Quantity. | Valoe., | Quantity.| Value. | Quantity.| Value. | Quantity.| Value. | Quantity.| Vaiue.
Dozen. £ Cwt. L. Nusmber. £ Stones. £ Cwt, £
1772 « - - | 26015 | 29,267 | 44,981 | 82,465 5,258 2,626 | ’ 2,045 1,227 | 32441 | 194,650
1778 - - - | 18,186 | 20408 | 39,920 ';:’,188 5,010 2,505 1,889 1,108 | 28078 | 168,473
1774 - - - | 17,0148 | 19,202 | 41,850 808 4,348 2,174 1,007 604 | 99,194 | 175,166
1775 - - - | 23803 | 26778 | 42,295 | 77,542 4,620 2,310 2,007 1,204 | 30598 | 183,592
1776 - - - | 19745 | 22,218 | 50,549 | 101,098 5,607 1,059 706 | 36153 | 216,915
1777 - - - | 18457 | 20,764 | 48,502 | 97,005 4,633 2,779 1,736 1,30 | 29698 | 178,190
1778 - - . - | 16,601 18,676 | 38,450 | 76,900 4,676 2,806 1,665 1,110 | 28108 | 168,658
1779 - - - | 17,625 | 19,828 | 41,384 | 84,768 3,315 1,989 3,878 1,939 | 35673 | 214,038
1780 - - - | 17,908 | 20,146 | 54,592 | 109,184 5,114 3,068 2,165 1,082 | 42,369 | 254,219
1781 « - - 27,341 | 39,678 | 79,356 5,007 3,004 1,104 552 | 37,202 | 223,215
1788 - - - | 20 22,841 | 38,275 | 76,350 5,067 3,040 2,965 1,482 | 28187 | 169,126
1788 - - - | 280510 | 25304 | 34,420 6,371 3,822 2,063 1,031 | 35812 | 214,877
1784 - - - | 15867 | 17 17,806 | 85,612 3,943 2,365 2,264 | - 1,032 | 33015 | 198,081
1785 - - - | 28954 | 32,573 | 21,240 | 42,481 3,806 2,983 2,856 1,428 | 8,842 | 173,058
1786 - - - | 19,756 | 22,225 | 18,284 | 36,568 4,343 2,605 1,564 762 | 31,062 | 186,378
1787 - - . | 23,606 | 26,556 | 29,898 | 45797 4,489 2,693 1,066 533 | 31,049 | 186,297
1788 - - - | 17,616 | 19,818 | 18218 | 26,487 3,430 2,058 631 315 | 25275 | 163,650
1789 - - -] 23,005 | 25881 | 123,128 | 26,256 3,526 | /2,116 774 387 | 28742 | 172,455
1790.- -« - | 25226 | 28,3719 | 167 | 33,435 8,571 2,143 1,776 888 | S157¢ | 189,437
791 - - - | 17,250 19,969 18,624 | 97,248 3,360 2111 2,396 1,198 26,999 | 161,997
179¢ - - - | 16979 | 19,808 | 16,221 | 32,443 3,841 2,406 2,320 1,165 | 17,190 | 108,143
1793 - - - | 22841 26,648 9,522 | 19,044 3,321 2,071 2,713 1,424 | 16,684 99,867
1794 - - - | 12,653 | 14763 6,944 3,436 2,148 274 143 | 19,056 | 114,338
1795 - - - | 12,626 | 14730 | 14,352 | 28,705 4,327 2,704 162 85 | 22,790 | 136,385
1796 - - - 23,590 27,523 12,651 25,308 38,605 2,253 171 89 20,601 193,606
1797 - - - | 2,855 | 25380 | 11,854 | 23,709 2,457 1,523 88 46 | 12,865 77,191
1798 -~ - - | 21,609 | 25315 | 12,725 | 25451 4,318 2,695 89 46 | 20,390 | 191,988
1799 - = - | 19014 | 22183 | 13830 | 27,678 4,672 2,920 226 118 | 16,850 | 101,104
1800 - - - | 12491 | 1 5,83 | 11,072 4,615 2,884 217 113 | 12,201 73,207
1800 - - - 8,750 | 10,208 1,003 2,005 2, 1,380 129 67 11,135 66,811
1808 - - - | 16357 | 19,083 1,413 2,824 | 2,854 1,784 979 514 | 23,49¢ | 140,953
1808 - - - | 19671 | 22,944 1,209 2,418 2,488 1 8,525 1,850 9,315 55,890
1904 - - .| 10603 | 12,370 9,827 | 19,654 2,914 1,821 8,058 4,230 7,847 47,082
1405 - - - 6,657 7,766 2,404 4,808 2,504 1,565 | 13,452 7,062 8,967 53,808
1806 - - - | 11,505 | 13,423 6,756 | 13512 2,836 1,778 | 30,365 | 1,5941 7,075 42,450
1807 - - - | 16938 | 19,761 9,934 | 19,868 3,792 2,370 | 92,9001 1,5225 8,705 52,338
1808 - - - | 22,361 26,087 17,088 3,240 2,025 8,524 4475 | 12,448 74,658
1809 - - - | 2628 | 26399 | 13768 | 27,524 3,418 2,188 2,634 1,382 | 25302 | 152,352
1810 - - - | 11,626 | 18563 | 16,791 | 33,582 4,211 2,631 2,349 1,833 | 13701 82,206
1811, - - - | 23,090 | exm1 8,941 7,882 3,115 1,946 2,407 1,263 60,49 36,394




COMMERCE.—EXPORTS.

from the 25th of March 1771 to the 5th January 1811, &c.—continued.

- - YARN.
WORSTED,
rated at 1l. 10s,
per stone to 1775;
at 1l. 12s. 6d.
to 1776;
at 1. 133, 4d.
to 1778;
and at 1l. 10s
w afterw. o
Quantity. | Value.
Stones. £.
115,754 173,68
94,098 141,147
63,920 95,880
4 78,896 118,345
86,527 140,606
114703 | 191,171
122,755 | 204,593
100,939 | 151,408
127,921
81,857 122,786
83,821 125,782
100,015
100,563 150,845
94,729 | 142,098
74931 | 115,997
54,862 82,393
7,109 10,668
26,316 39,474
39,973 59,960
38,064 57,097
! 53,644 80,467
‘ 56, 89,442
19317 | 28,975
25,833 38,750
20220 | 43,830
_ 15,062 22,598
19,192 18,288
5,250 7,878
5,923 8,885
9,064 13,596
16,322 24,488
20,256 80,384
7,939 | 11,908
21151 | 31,7%
15,336 23,004
12946 | 19,419
7,596 11,394
4114 6,171
2,647 3,970
3412 5,118

TOTAL | Produce
Produce
Noxn- Value .ﬁ%mﬁ% Produce Produce | Produce | Produce | Produce
. ’ .f
VIS,
rmoxe of of Oxenand | o of of of of  |Miscrraa-
RATED EXPORTS g:‘r“:p’
XEOUS
Awricres. | (Native | &‘c'.'e SHEEP. |RAPESEED|Fraxseep.| FISH. | CORN.
of ARTICLES.
Produce), Sheep).
Value. Value. Value. Value, Value. Value. Value. Value. Valune,
o£- £L- £- £ £. £- £ £- £
143,314 sses712 | 1,226,178 184,688 1,244 1,739,588 | 12,338 40,77, 18,904
1 2,936,450 | 1,167,473 148,39¢ 6,214 1,552,538 | 7,352 35,200 19,278
100,075 2;801,148 | 1,126,084 99,779 3,886 1,444,026 | 10,858 99,410 17,097
124,230 3,115,718 | 1,118,910 124,868 2,086 1,699,324 | 13,60¢ 70,637 16,333
109,623 3,289,396 | 1,255,418 145,314 3,495 1,669,456 | 25,255 | 121,781 18,935
104,288 3,104,438 1,151,973 197,983 5,854 1,574,643 | £8,320 128,004 17,657
106,527 8,225,581 1,146,111 211,634 5,717 1,723,149 | 29,382 98,685 17,900
65,348 2,702,043 971,138 162,024 5,336 1,469,774 | 18,677 55,894 19,201
67,611 3,003,251 1,178,396 135,628 634 1,500,929 | 21,575 | 146,022 16,065
61,778 2,880, 1,263,037 162,589 19 1,229,637 | 17,609 | 194,417 14,030
38,140 3,375,692 | 1,052,518 170,078 1,379 1,839,891 | 5,920 | 270,012 15,900
84,777 3,907,982 1,234,772 177,130 10,424 1,297,775 | 44,315 94,075 51,431
126,248 3,326,211 1,039,531 260,797 8,876 1,892,557 | 28.144 26,738 74,568
139,816 3,787,068 | 1,230,726 267,640 410 1,971,805 | 39,708 | 161,581 65,658
132,144 §,957 843 1,213,926 172,883 2,028 2,093,908 | ¢3,564 | 418,803 39,736
1 4,238 333 1,402,196 119,771 19,681 257,618 | 20,075 | 388,328 30,669
140,710 4361664 | 1,301,121, 78,942 19,218 2,543,829 | 32,646 | 266,357 | 39,584
87,554 4,103,339 | 1,250,849 91,608 20,044 | 140,443 | 15382 | 557,204 | 47,809
76,791 4,826.360 | 1,319,748 113,618 15,475 2,691,208 | 11,204 | 624,060 51,047
79,911 4,863,426 1,329,712 109,896 1,379 2,822,097 4,726 | 558010 37,606
90,351 5,321,290 1,449,778 143,766 234 8,154,282 7,669 | 504,962 60,603
65,195 4995406 | 1,384,193 123,525 5,694 2,999,442 | 5,761 | 430,611 46,180
50,106 1,222,195 70,198 1,684 8,008,057 | 6,893 | 287,858 42,416
58,278 4,704,232 | 1,238,104 67,714 380 8,013,526 | 44¢3 | 310,078 70,507
78,926 5,013,283 1,429,139 126,395 13,417 3,298,140 | 2,449 83,205 61,338
55,052 4535,693 | 1,560,888 52,218 8,717 2,555,905 | 4469 | 292,859 58,648
431,69 4,316,592 | 1,507,572 84,378 7,318 2,339,958 | 6,342 | 378,467 42,557
33,433 4,455,339 | 1,349,800 19.379 6,229 2,688,208 | 4,998 | 355,437 |’ 31,484
48,506 3,903,841 1,280,464 17,57¢ 4,011 2,474,121 6,763 32,837 48,058
33,529 2,568,081 749,910 17,797 796 1,756,948 1,919 1,059 38,772
21,731 4,092,990 | 1,263,319 36,728 13,264 2,675,818 | 5640 38,454 59,267
93,798 +©a78,30¢ | 1,607,737 44,497 11,150 2,433,955 | 6,806 | 7144694 59,465
88,970 $629,086 | 1,444,288 31,497 6 2,559,706 | 2,034 | 517,005 | 67,839
96,109 4,903,261 1,233,663 52,778 15,760 2,936,996 8,902 | 59¢,359 67,600
105,848 5,059,867 1,416,073 57,269 15,081 2,959,185 3,680 | 532,800 75,829
136,236 5,083,354 1,629,374 60,055 21,244 2,671,775 6,084 | 531,674 | 113,148
132,136 5307,806 | 1,757,845 38,391 33,710 2,897,198 2,330 | 53¢,374 | 115,958
171,406 5,696,807 | 1,734,226 21,328 18,665 3,170,540 | 1,184 | 609,832 | 141,129
200,816 | 5,408,910 | 1,820,289 19,998 21,300 2,577,918 708 | 759,909 | 208,794
207,620 5,471,863 | 1,950,998 36,210 6,954 2,510,110 1,937 | 724,090 | 240,713

Abstracted from the General Account of the Imports of Ireland, returned by the Inspector General, the 4th May 1811.
H. B. HAUTENVILLE.




54 COMMERCE.—EXPORTS, FOREIGN AND COLONIAL.
B = — ——
|
Ax ACCOUNT of the principal Articles of FOREIGN and COLONIAL
January 1611; distinguishing the Quantities, the Official Values, and
DRAPERY.
ASHES—Barilla, COFFEE, Corroms, | ~—— ~
Years ending
Pearl and Pot, rated at 10J. 10s. Plain Nzw, O

the #5th . rated at 3e. per yard, 4
at 1L, 5e. perewtt61791; | and to 1788; rated at 15s. per yard | DRUGS.

- . at 3¢, 4d. to 1793; to 1779;

March. and and at 14¢.

per cwt. and at 101 te 1811. Coloured
. oured. 1 gt 94, 6d. to 1811. to 1811,
e
Quantity.| Valse. | Quantity.| Value. Value. | Quantity.| Value. | Quantity.| Value, Value.
Cuwt, £ Coct, £ £ Yards. . Yards. £ .
1772 =« . Y e 668 7,021 106 498 £ 74 152 114 ’fw
1778 - - - T B 405 4,257 9 477 (4! 72 52 - - .
1774 - - . 468 4914 | - - - 426 63 200 152 | - - - |

1776 ¢« - o | - - -} - - - 54 574 | - - -} - - o] e -] - 150
176 « - - R 40 487 177 | o o o | == o | = === o] - -
m . - - R 31 83 | - - -} -]l
1778 = + - | - - -] - - - 12 184 | - - -}« )]s 170
1m9 « . -} e - -} - < v 599 150 32 4 01 22! 26
1780 . . - AR IR 3 80 | -« o | e o) e ]ee - 75
1781 . . - B s e e e s e [ 221
1782 ¢ . o | - - -} - - - 23 242 385 131 19 594 445 1,199
1788 - - - N 621 6,521 194 | - - - R B BRI 204
1784 - - - - . - - - . 162 1,702 1,367 23,281 3,492 5,945 4,458 35
1785 - - . I P e 22 236 4,923 113 121 5,841 3,930 538
1786 -« - - RN B 140 1,475 1,85¢ 2,583 387’ 7,204 5,403 129
1787 - - | - - e |- 3,971 962 144 1,892 1,419 181
1788 - . . e = - . - . - e - 5,650 1,592 238 2,428 1,821 561
1789 ¢ . e | = = ] - o . 1 | 20610 645 H144 690 | 10,064 7,548 175
1790 « .°* . e - e}l -- . - e . . e . 850 3,792 632 7,808 . 5,85¢ 403
1791 e =} -8 - - c e} ee. 510 914 152 6,708 5,081 190
1798 » . .| o - -] .- . 581 5,816 1,896 |’ 2,686 “7 5,550 4,162 1,648
1798 « . - LR 463 4,621 2,148 |° 1,887 314 2,507 1,880 75
1794 = .- . LR 66 663 588 1,078 134 2,654 1,990 786
1798 « . - | - - o | - - - 1,967 | 17,618 1,679 1,831 228 4,087 3,065 583
1796 - - <~} - - -]« - 1,703 | 17,034 840 448 56 6,690 5,017 582
1797 - - - - - - - - 8s 828 2,326 1,316 164 3,229 3,421 Ser
179¢ - - - | - -] -- - 1,317 | 13,177 1,525 1,400 175 | 14,637 | 10,977 20
1799 » - a}l - - -] - - 94 944 556 655 81 9,854 7,390 88
1800 « - - 2,020 2,595 189 1,890 1,278 1,790 223 | 14,663 10,264 132
1801 - - - 1,985 2,481 767, 7,678 1,206 1,828 208 | 29,992 20,945 487
1802 » « - 6,930 8,662 1,954 19,542 7,125 15,328 1,916 | 59624 | 41,737 518
1808 « - - i 471 2,584 25,847 983 4,438 554 | $7,611 19,327 679
1804 -« - - 8,112 2,640 435 4,357 1,571 428 53 | 13,94 9,760 268
1805 « - - 1,250 1,562 2,128 21,280 620 2,078 e59 | 11,872 8,310 1,649
1806 - - - 2,628 3,285 1,388 13,882 | 4,091 | 19,009 2,578 | 10,111 7,077 5,687
1807 -« - - 6,577 8,221 580 5,800 59,46 | 10,920 1,865 | 31,198 21,838 1,594
1808 - - - 8,738 10,922 519 5,195 1,932 7,779 9re | 25,286 17,700 1,558
1809 - - - 9,958 | 12,441 955 9,556 6,187 7,218 902 | 30,459 21,321 1,697
1810 - - - 15,4¢7 19,283 2,122 21,223 3,750 | 13,139 1,642 | 32,336 23,633 3,400
1811 - - - 54,936 | 68,670 1,489 14,396 | 6,997 | 14732 1,841 | 55,797 39,057 854




COMMERCE —EXPORTS, FOREIGN AND COLONIAL.

85

. MERCHANDISE, Exported from Izkranp, from 25th March 1771 to the 5th
the Rates thereof respectively ; with the Total Value in each Year,

e

FISH,
DYING STUFFS. e FLAXSEED, GROCERIES,

errings, rated at £1, 166. 8d. | Sagar—Muscovado,

lmood’ per to 1777; rated at £1- 169. 8d.

EARTHEN.| tedatise o ;z wirre. | peremttonmen; HIDES—Untanoed,
WARE. - 5 ;
rated at £2. 5s. barrel to 1785 ; at £2. 10s. to 1788;
£ per 7855 |at £1.160.84. 10 17804 o4 Lo 10 1789; rated at £1. 6. 8d. each.

per cwt. and at £1. at £2.to 1799; at £2. 10s. to 1799;
¢ 1811. and at £3, to 1811, and at £2. 5s. to 1811,

Quantity Value. Valae. Quantity, | Valae. Quantity. | Value. | Quantity Value. Quantity, Value.
Cwt. £ Lo Barrels. £ Hogoheads.. £ Cwt. &£ Number. £
S T I 17,794 13,345 83 sl o - o o - - o] < .
B (T I, 27,867 20,900 10 8 {- - |- « /- - 1. .« -
N EREE T RO, 24,567 18,425 5 9 Jo - - < of - - o, - -
N R 25,998 19,494 2 s |- - -]« « - - ). . .
R Y B 15,176 11,382 23 2 1- - |- - -] - - <} - -
TN ERE I T 41,698 51,269 126 281 |- o - - - - - Qe - .
R EREE Y B 34,357 25,767 204 08 |- - -f- =« of - - o] - .
R LR TN I 20 | 15384 813 426 |- - |- - o o e ..
S T R 3,452 2,589 260 LR EEEEEEEH EEREREEY B BRI
T R B 338 250 2 VO I E R B
SRR . 17 12 59 18 |- - |- - o o ]e - .
- - e le - - e = e 50 K4 - - . = e of e e |- - - - e e e o
= = |- - - 911 78 54 34 69 4,820 - e . - = .
- - - - - 1,094 B I e R 111 208 [ - - | .« - -
R 451 121 1210 |- - - - - - 7 13 R B
- - -l - 460 248 242 |- - - - -] o e - el e - e - -
RN ERE 5 |- - 4. - o] - - - - . 65 68 | - - -1 - - -
- - - - - 287 2,452 2458 |- - - - - - 2 4| - - <] - -
S R 285 50 5 |- - - - - |- < |- e - - -] - .
L g;s 38,841 881 |- - - - - |- - ] - R I
S I 6 14,597 14597 |- - - - - of- o e e e e e e - .
- s .- - 276 1,376 1,86 |- - - - - - 2,413 6,03¢ 130 200
R E 102 e e e 86 216 L
R EE 308 T I 533 1,284 1,894 . 3,525
DT R 16 B e 185 464 - - - - - .
R 545 B e T S 638 1,595 - - . - . .
- - -1 - - 59 B I I 645 1,613 1,346 1,794
P 84 P T B 15,684 39,212 22,935 30,580
1,440 3,240 1,071 7,681 7,631 504 1,512 13,104 29,485 8,108 10,806
5,252 11,817 848 8,694 8,694 726 2,178 L R 18,097 24,129
4,166 9,374 1,208 19,444 19,444 2,876 8,628 182 275 3,698 4,930
1,463 3,291 1,415 23,026 23,026 215 645 1,886 4,245 1,827 2436
2,641 5,942 1,864 14,878 14,878 156 468 1,644 3,250 1,489 1,985
7,245 16,301 1,083 8,042 8,042 27 | 81 {-'- -|- - - 7,397 9,863
1,600 3,600 1,020 2,688 2,688 46 138 300 676 1,170 1,560
1,950 4,387 2,325 6,931 6,931 642 1,996 1,086 2,445 1,034 1,378
1,915 4,308 1,992 13,940 13,320 8,518 10,539 131 339 5,193 6,924
2,961 6,668 2,133 4,841 4,841 1,087 3.261 100 225 338 77
2,472 5,562 2,236 1,061 1,061 3,911 11,738 2,738 6,160 33 +“4
6,096 13,716 1,734 2,990 2,990 3,951 11,853 57,971 85,434 21,808 29,070
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An ACCOUNT of the principal Articles of FOREIGN and COLONIAL MERCHANDISE,

14th June, 1811.

}

— —
SPIRITS. WINE.
TALLOW, TOBACCO
L“:m L Y . ’ r
Brawpy, GEupva, Rouw rated at 1L 10s. rated at 3d. perlb.
ding ’ ! ’ per cwt. to 1788; per FrExcE
the rated at 1s. 84. rated at 1s. 8d. rated at 1. 84. at 2l, to 1789 ; to 1781 ’
. at 1). 12-. to &95; i
. . R at 1l 12s.
$5th | per gallon to 1775; | per gallonto 1778; per gallon to 1783 ; to ":9; at 6d. to 1795; rated at 60,
March| at 2. to 1782; at ?s. to 1781; and an
! ’ at 1l. 10s. and at 8d. to 1811, per Tun.
d at 25, 6d. to 3811.| and at 2. 6d. to 1811, at 2. to 1811, to 1811,
Quantity. | Valoe. | Quantity. | Value, | Quantity.| Value. (Quantity.| Value. | Quantity.| Value, | Qoantity.| Value.
Gallons, £- Geallons. L. Gallons, £ Cowot. £ lbs. £ T.H. G. £
1772 | 97,221 2,268 3,866 S22 | 100,682 8,3 - - -] - -] 10m 1,750 35 2,115
1778 | |\ 7,679 639 739 61 38,370 3,197 (- - -} - - 68,001 850 28 1,680
1774 2,848 286 |- - |- - | 19899 1,658 |- - |- - -} - -l - o 32 1,965
1775 1,803 150 |- - |- < -] 16268 1,35 |- - -}|- - - 8,671 108 31 1,897
1776 1,264 16 |- - |- =+ | 19044 1,687 |- - -]- - - 5,157 64 20 1,252
1777 1,715 ml- - -] - - 71,363 5046 |- - - |- - - 2,443 30 25 1,500
1778 709 70 707 70 8,637 719 |- « -} = <} <« ] .o . 18 1,138
1779 208 0|- - ]- - -] 1880 1,566 |- - - |- - |- - 1. - . 8 487
1780 | - - |- - . 65 6 1,518 126 |- - - |- - - 5,098 63 5 345
1781 | 17,097 1,709 6,910 691 1,891 137 |- - - - -l o - . . 20 1,258
178¢ 210 fn|- - |- - - 676 5 |- - = - -] o - . 6 375
1788 879 47l- - -]- - | 76614 6,384 |- - - |- - - 7,422 185 34 2,092
1784 - - |- - -|- o -)- - -] 14761 1,476 |- - - |- - -| 695528 | 17,388 32 1,965
1785 3,236 04|- - |- - .| 12527 1,252 |- - -1- - -] 211,118 5,277 33 2,288
1786 7,465 988 |- - |- < -] 21,575 2157 |- - |- - -| 429,655 | 10,741 . 24 1,448 -
1787 | 23,309 2,788 845 105 21,681 2,168 756 | 1,134 | 1,184,380 | 29,609 27,258 1,662
1788 9,357 1,169 487 53 11,966 1,196 | 1,730 | 2,595 415,281 | 10,394 18 1,120
1789 2,762 345 1,5%0 191 4,249 424 322 644 551,154 | 13,778 33 1,981
1790 356 4 588 73 4,401 440 987 | 1,406 140,448 8,511 56 3,402
1791 2,939 367 75 9 6,228 622 |- - - |- - -| 389,592 9,739 51 8,100
1798 | 44,557 5,569 1,381 1738 2,010 201 [- - |- - | 119,298 2,988 47 2,878
1793 6,656 832 1,674 209 26,249 2624 (- - -|- - - 56,343 908 105 6,348
1794 | 5,081 68|- - -|- - -] 105 105 |- - - |- - - 2,143 58 59 3,597
1795 | 1,950 248|- « |- - | 7047 (I I e P 4 2,497
1796 2,671 338 135 16 3,849 384 7 | 1,1 5,361 178 31 1,892
1797 3,500 a7 |- - |- - .| 11,704 1,170 | 2,904 | 4,719 1,297 43 33 2,026
1798 4,354 531 O 5,799 579 | 3,032 | 4,927 2,997 99 34 2,078
1799 |~ « -f- - -|- - ofe o - 7,614 561 147 239 562,765 | 18,758 118 7,108
1800 2,157 269 1,113 139 10,724 1,072 140 210 574,446 | 19,148 114 6,895
1801 99 12|- - ) - . 592 59 | 1,198 | 1,797 909,494 | 30,316 126 7,599
1802 | 158,435 | 19,804 | 11,078 1,384 72,965 7,206 | 3,426 | 5,189 | 1,621,353 | 54,045 | 125,018 7,504
1808 | 111,168 | 13,896 | 29,959 3,744 | 118,597 11,859 | 1,456 | 2,185 801,716 | 96,723 123 7,420
1804 | - 7,981 97 - - -|- - -] 72982 ,298 | 2,820 | 4,230 838,442 | 97,948 65 3,925
1805 5,394 674 | 15,728 1,966 96,866 9,686 | 1,611 | 2,416 415,631 | 13,854 90 5,430
1806 6,932 866 367 45 25,404 2,540 | 1,828 | 3,748 690,986 | 23,052 99 5,948
1807 | 18,910 2,363 4,167 520 38,506 3 2,986 | 4,480 21,911 730 158 9,511
1808 785 91 ) - <« |- - o] ‘24137 2,413 | 3,292 - | 4,938 175,704 5,856 96 5,798
1809 | 85,657 4457 |- - -|- - - 35339 3,538 | 2,389 | 3,588 102,241 3,408 67 4,028
1810 | 21,372 2,671 | 14,502 1,812 | 178,791 17,579 | 3,449 | 5,178 511,767 | 17,058 149 8,953
1811 | 74,936 9,367 | 91,578 11,447 | 346,1 34613 |- - - |- - -]1,186,32 | 39,544 168 10,138
N
Custom-House, Dublin,



) g e

COMMERCE.—EXPARYS,FOREBIGN AND COLONIAL. 57
. Exported from Isguaxpy from 85th March 1771, ta the 5th. January 1811, &cndstinued.
Mapzina, ’ Porr, Ruar, Sram Foreign
] ; SH.
" irsded 3t $0l. per am ’ - anted ot 451 Msn. | ™
raedetS5L |10 steshat 508 to 1975 . mted ot 48, Colonial
per Tun. per Tun, per Tun. )
ot 581 afferwands. - Exported,
Quantity. |- . Valee., | Quntity. ), Valme. .| Quantity. |: Valde.» { Quastity. | Valet. | Quantity.| Valwe. Valee. Valve.
Tus. , |, A Tuns. &£ Tuns, L Tiens, £ Cot, A A £,
S .'f. 12 678 | - - - - - - 3 151 | . .. ,‘f. s'fog 45?,13
o o e a o 10 . 567 4 - - 6 s o = - w e - o = - - .} M1 34,894
- o o - - - 13 745 | - - - s - - 1 | ... - - - 3,664 81,911
e o« o | e a o 9 1,”‘ * & - 8 ] 90 - e e e = o ”M ”’s“
- - - - - 12 689 | - - - 4 .- . 5|1 -=-=]--- 5,498 21,351
. o - - o 9 522 } - -~ s = . .1 1 48 - o e - = =} 9942 48,994
- a}.. 9 548 | - = - | o« - | - . | - -0 <- - 8,167 7,219
- e - e - 5 288 | = o | o .0 S I -« « |- 8g08 25,070
- - - - . e 14 814 | - - - - - - L EE TN P - - - 4,999 8,927
e e o .- 23 1,200 | = = o | o« - | o s o4} -« « <« | 10,020 15,604
- - - .- - A 23 1,30 | - - - . - - e e e o] . - . -4 730 24,906
IO . 17 b..o96) - - - -8 s 144 | « o o ] o~ « ,008 27,785
P e 18 14018 | = - - | -« 3 137 | o« - | - - 73,838
. e - - - 21 - b 2208 «.c @i} 38 - . 0 ¢ o o . - - r!ﬂ,959 42,508
- = - e = = 10 554 - = . - e . 6 727 - e« e ¢ < | 36784 54,174
. - - o - = @ 6 362 - = - o « o 1 61 - . = - = - 18,462 62,314
: R 8 462 | - - - | o - 5 256 | « < o | - = 2 4 19,906 | 45346
- - = - o - 7 616 L] « o . 4 198 - e . - - 13,473 41,663
| - - . - e . 8 481 .- - . 0 3. 174 | o « - - e 11,323 28,939
- - - “ - - 48 2685 | - - - 45 4L 1,99 | - - . - = - | 15567 79,174
- - e . = o 75 . 4,174 e & - 29 9 ,‘,“ ‘. & e - = - .ﬂ,O!O 66)470
b | - 1,783 22 1,243 1 74 16 3 - e . - " - 19,785 5¢,186
11 642 9 538 1 66 . 22 1,028 - s ~ * +» h14738 | 25861
- = = e = = 81 4,48’ 1 100 7 353 e = o e * a 10,869 46,601
8 . , 456 n 5,042 1 88 s 4 . 28 - o o o 5y <.} 19,260 - | 51,049
6 860 86 4,753 s 210 7 849 | &« - - - - - 14,592 37,072
1 . 60, » 2,683 7 “5 CT ok 86| - - - e - 4 121,600 62,141
- . - 5 2 1,776 1g 679 1 64 | - - - - - - | 30,242 | 138,575
L 85 4,704 10 . 568 19 .. 896 318 - 71424 | 175,430
3 288 74 4,095 11 609 50 2,261 1,648 6,573 38,127 | 179,521
115 6,333, 230 12,690 14 819 266 1 184,978 2,108 8,435 {51473 | 310,266
-8 491 84 4,636 5 287 4 1,862 904 3616 | 52442 | 312,090
1 G 121 6,660 0 600 . 16 v 798 3518 6,048 K. 95770 | 141,301
1 106 122 6,758 1 73 L4 2,135 4,804 19,216 39,865 171,179
5 810 e 3,923 7 450 ] 2,828 1,029 4,116 40,265 | 142,481
v 8 479 194 10,705 9 518 244 10,985 1471 | 43,958 | 157,666
4 ) | M8 7,881 ] 110 . 3,20t 378 ‘1,512 39271 | 150,370
31 1,209 440 94,218 1 85 97 4,37¢ 4,662 18,648 | 99;708 | 234,112
N 54 3,015 o1y 8 488 264 11,908 | 11454 | 45816 | 105,987 | 330,938
64 3,529 327 18,009 o 1% 528 |, | ,23,763 16,148 | $86719 | 621,478
WW - — s SR

Vou. 1L

THOMAS WITHERALL,

.+ 1 Fex_the InspesterGenenlof Inipeswy asud Ekports.
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These returns afford a convincing proof, that the population of Ireland has in-
creased, and that a salutary change is beginning to take place in the habits of the
people; they furnish sufficient gyounds, to warrant the most sanguine hope in
regard to the future prosperity of the country, and cannot fail of being highly
gratifying to those interested in its welfare. A greater consumption of those ar-
. ticles which contribute to the comforts of life, among the general mass of the peo-
ple, will establish commercial towns in the interior for the exchange of indigenous
productions, as well as of foreign commodities; a taste more congenial to civili-
zation will be diffused, and new wants being thus created, an enlivening  and
efficient stimulus will be given to industry. Let those who are fond-of view-
ing every thing in the most unfavourable light suspend their gloomy -reflec-
- tions; ‘and instead ‘of indulging in idle clamour and complaint, direct their
thoughts to the best means of turning to advantage the natural resources of- their
country. Every thing considered, the inhabitants of Ireland have cettainlygreat
cause to rejoice ; for I fully agree in opinion with a respectable writer, in thinking its
present state “ a phenomenon in statistics, unparalleled in the history of the most
flourishing colonies, ancient or modern.”* ' .

Mr. Newenham, who seems very little disposed to allow much credit to those who
planned and brought about that more intimate connexion between Great Britain and
Ireland, which has been so beneficial to the commerce of the latter, indulges in some
reflections which tend to corroborate my opinion. Speaking of the Union, he says,
* Even though the Union is as yet far from having produced the expected effect, with
reference to the increase of wealth in Ireland, the number of Irish representatives,
. if proportioned to the actual comparative exports and imports of Britain and Ireland,
would be much greater than allotted in 1800. The current value of the exports of
the former, in the year ended 5th of last January, was £40,479,865., and that of
those of the latter £10,110,385. This would give to Ireland 133 representatives,
instead of 96. The official value of the goods imported into Britain in the year,
ended 5th January, 1807, was £28,840,860. That of the foreign and colonial goods
exported the following year, £9,395,283. ; 50 that the value of those retained for
home consumption, was £19,445,577. The official value of the goods lmported
into Ireland in the former year, was £5,605,964., and that of the foreign goods ex-
ported in the latter, £150,370., leaving for home consumption to the amount of
£5,455,594., which would give Ireland 149 representatives instead of 89. The
_ average number of representatives adjusted to the actual exports and xmports of
Ireland, is 141. The average number adjusted to her exports and imports in the
three years, ended in 1799, was 92 or 49 less.”

“ It was positively affirmed, and, indeed, very generally expected, that in the event

t

* Sir Francis D’Ivernois’s Effects of the Continental Blockade. Londen, 1810, p. 70.
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of Ireland’s enjoying for twenty years, that commercial reciprocity with Britain; which
was secared by the Act of Union, the national wealth of the former would approach
much nearer to that of the latter, than it then was; and, accordmgly, the future
United Parliament was, by that act, vested with a discretionary power to augment
the pablic contributions of Ireland, in proportion to the value of her exports, im-
ports; and consumption of excisable commodities, or in proportion to her income,
as estimated by the produce of a general tax. Surely, that parliament ought, at the
same time to have.been vested with a similar. power to augment the number of her
representatives in proportion to the.increase of her wealth ; and, surely, if the cir-
. cumstances-of Ireland experience the improvement which was promised and looked
to, the present number of her repres'entatives evidently unsuitable to the real cir-
' cumstances of the country at the time of the Union, can scarcely fail to be warrant-
ably deemed inadequate, unfair, and a grievance.”* -

L shall here offer a few observations on the official rates of value as assigned by all
-custom-house entries, as they appear to be very little understood. Mr. Marshal,
- inspector-general of the Irish customs, stated to a committee of the House of Com-
mons, that frequent alterations had taken place in their mode of estimate between
1697 and 1790, a fact which destroys the accuracy of any calculations that may .be-
formed npon them, and cancels the volumes of figures which have been printed: on
the subgect. . If; for example, inthe year 1700, a cwt. of flax was rated in the custom-
hoase books at £1. and in 1800 at £5., those who trust to figures might be induced
to imagine that an increase had taken place in the quantity, when in reality the in-
crease is only in the price But for a detail of these matters, I must refer to the
table already printed, in which quantities as well as value are set forth. :

- Although there.can be no doubt but that the trade of Ireland has mcreased I
do not go to such a length as Sir Francis D'Ivernois, and ascribe it all to the Union.
On the contrary, I am convinced that it has arisen greatly from the rapid progress
which the people are making in civilization. Had no such event taken place, wheat
would equally have been substituted for oats, and muslins and calico.have supplanted
linsey and rags. I admit the effect in the fullest extent, but-differ from that respect-
able writer as to the cause ; and although his predictions on the French finances have
failed, his remarks respecting Ireland, which he has established on the most unques-
tionable basis, in opposition to Mr. Newenham, bear honourable tegtimony to bhis
talentsand industry. .

Before.a country can he considered in a safe and prosperous state, it ought to pro-
duce necessaries adequate to the maintenance of its people. I could wish, therefore,
even in years of the greatest scarcity, to see some exportation of corn from Ireland, as

# Newenham’s Natural and Pohuul Cuwmmnees of lmland, p- 286.
I 2

v



2 proofthat she is in a.condition to feed her own inhabitants without ferdigmid.” Thie
is the utment of my auxiety Tespacting expertation: were:this proof- oneeaffordedyit
would give me.much greater satisfaction to find the superabundant \quantity comsuned

® ¢ Though I have dwelt much om the importance of .raising.a quantity of .corn in ahe seumtry Aepead 4he
demands of the home consumption, yet I do not mean to recommend that general system. of ploughiag, avhich
takes place in most parts of France, and defeats its own purpose. A large stock of cattle is oot oaly necesy-
sary a» 3 very valuable part of the food of the country, andeas contributing very greatly to the com-
forts of .a comsiderable pertion of its populitions but it is also necessary in the production of corn'itself. - A
Large surpjua preduce, in proportion to the number of persons. amployed, can ‘never be: cbtainod withoat-»
great stock of cattle. At the same time, it does not fallow, that we should thraw all-thé [ind:shet: ésfitriee
it into. pasture. It is an observation of Arthur Young, and I should. think a just. ope, that. the. st and
most obvious improvement in agricylture, is to make the fallows of a cquntry support the additional cattle and
sheep wanted in it. (Travels in France, vol. i. p. 361.) Iam by no means sanguine, however, as to the
practicability of converting England again into an exporting country, while the demands for the products
of pasturp qre daily increasing, frem the inereasing riches of the commercial part of the aadlon, - But sheuld
this be really qansidered as impracticable, it.seems to paint out to us one of :the grest cawees of. the.decep
of nations. We have always heard, that states and' empires have their periods of declensian;.and we leagw
from history, that the different nations of the earth have fourished in a kind of succession ; and that poog
countries have been continually rising on the ruins of their richer neighbours. ‘Upon the commercial system,
this kind of succession setms te be in the matural and necessary course of things, independently of the effects
of wap, - If from the inereasing riches of the commercial part of any vation,'and the consequently-increasing
demands for. the products.of pasture, mory lagds werecdaily laid down to graae, :a0d mere corn imperted-feaen
other countries, the unavoidable consequence aeems ta he, that the incroasing prospenity of thene opuntnion,
which their exportations of corn would contribute to accelerate, must ultimately destroy the population apd
power of the countries which fostered them. The ancients always attributed this natural weakness and old
age of states to luxury. ' But the moderns, who have generalty considered luxury as a principal encourage-

- ment to commerce and mansfactures, and comsoquently 2 pewerful instrument of prosperity, have, witlf great

sppearance of reason, been pawilling tp ‘consider it as a causs of decline. 'But allowing with the moderns,
all the advantages of luxury, and when it falls short of actual vice, they are gertaialy grea ;. there seems to bo
a point, beyond which it must necessarily become prejudicial to a state, and bring with it the seeds of weaks
ness and decay.  This point is, when it is pushed so far, as to trench on the funds necessary for its support,
and to become an impediment instead of an encouragement to agriculture. I should be much misunderstood,

if, from any thing that I have said in the four last chapters, I should be considered as not sufficiently aware of
the advantages derived from commerce and manufactures,. I look upon-themas the.most distinguishing cha.
racteristics of civilization, the mast obvious and striking marks of the improxemeat of; society, and calsulated
to enlarge our enjoyments, and add to the sum of human happiness. No great surplus produce of agricul-
ture could exist without them, and if it did exist, it would be comparatively of very little value. But still
they are rather the ornaments and embellishments of the political structure than its foundations. While
these foundations are perfectly secure, we cannot be too solicitous to make all the apartments convenient and
elegant; but if there be the slightest reasen 19 fear that the foundations themeelves may give way, it seems to
be folly to continue directing our principal attention to the less essential. parts. The most datesmingd friend
of commerce and manufactures must allow, that the persons employed in them canpot exist without food
to support them; and I cannot persuade myself to believe that they can be sufficiently secure of this food,
if they depend for it principally on other countries, There has never yet been an instance in history, of a
large nation continuing, with undiminished vigour, to support four or five millions of its people on imported
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by memufacturers* employed im clothing the people, or supplyiag foreign merketo with .

the produce of their industry ; and I.am happy to have the present apportnaity of
explaining my sentiments on this subject to the gentlemen of Ireland, many of whom -
I Bhave heard strongly insisting on the necessity of great exports of corn; but I

must observe,-lest my meaning be misunderstood, that I entertain no idea that
England ought to purchasein Poland rather than in Ireland. It is a homely, but
significant proverb,. that ‘““charity begine-at home.” - If England must buy corn,
let her confer the benefit of supplying her wants to her friends, in preference to
strangers ; when she can find a market at the door, why should she go to a foreign
one? The soil of Ireland is so fertile, .and the climate so favourable, that under a
proper system of agriculture, it will produce not only a sufficiency of corn for its
own use, but a superabundance which may be ready at all times to relieve England
when she may stand in need of assistance. '

The subject to be next examined is, the state of navigation and shipping in Ireland.

corn ; nee do I beliave that theve ever will be such an imstance in future. England is, undeubtedly, from ber
insular situation, and commanding navy, the most likely to form as exception to this rule; but censidering
the subject 2s a geseral question in political ecsnomy, these.advastages sumt evidently be looked upen as pe-
eulier and incidental ; and whay might be applicable to Englaud, would not he s0 to other countries. In spite,
however, of the pecyliar advantages of England, it appears to me clear, that if she continue yearly to increase
her importations of corn, she canmot ultimately escape that decline which seems to be the natural and neces- -
sary consequence of -excessive commercial wealth; and the growing prosperity of those countries which supply
her with coru, must, in the end, diminish her population, her riches, and her power. I am not now speaking
of the next twenty or thirty years, but of the next two ar thres. hundred. And though we are little in the
habit of looking se far forwards, yet it mmy be questioned, whether we have a right knowingly to adopt 2
system which must necessarily terminate in the weakness and decline of our posterity. But whether we
make any practical application of such a discussion ot not, it is curious to contemplate the causes of those
reverses in the fates of cmpires, whish so frequently changed the face of the world in past times, and may
be expested to produce.similar, though, perhaps, not such violent changes in future. War was, undoubtedly,
in ancient times, the principal cause of these changes ; but it frequently only finished a work which excess of
luxury and the neglact of agriculture had begun. With regasd to ousselves, we should recollect that it is
only within the last twenty or thirty years, that we have become an importing nation. In so short a period,
it could hardly be expected, that the evils of the system should be perceptible. We have, however, already
felt some of its inesaveniences; and if we persevexe in it,; its evil consaquences may by no means be a matter
of remote speculation. It has been before observed, that, if from the begining every kind of trade had
been Lok to find its own level, agriculture would probably mevet have wanted any particular support; but
whea once this gensral and desirable liberty bas been infringed, i seems to be clearly our interest ta attend
principally to those parts of the political structure, which, in the actual circumstances of the country appear
to be comparatively the weakest ; and, upon this principle, we should be justified in giving particular en-
couragement to manufactures in such countries as Poland, and the southern parts of Siberia, and the same
kind of epconragement to agricultyxe, in England.”  Mallhus’ Principle of Populalion, p. 486—469. -
# Bishop Berkeley asks, ‘¢ whether it is possible the country should be well impraved, while our boef is
exported, and eur labowrers: live on potatoes.” Berkeley's Worls, Dublin edit. 1784, vol. ii. p. 370,
t¢ Whether the quantities of butter, wool, aud leather, exported from this island ( Ireland), can be reckancd
the superfluitics of a country, where there are so many natives naked and famished.' Bid.
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COMMERCE.—VESSELS, TONNAGE, &c.

Ar ACCOUNT of the Number of VESSELS, with the Amount of TONNAGE, and the Number of Men and
Boys employed in navig:ting the same (including their repeated Voyages), that entered Inwards and cleared

of Ireland, from or to ALL Parts of the World ;—since the Establishment of a Re-

gistry, to 5th January 1811 ;—distinguishing each Year; and the Irish, and British, and Foreign Vessels.

INWARDS.
— A — TOTAL Inwards.
YEARS. IRISH. BRITISH. FOREIGN. AL
Ships. | Tons. Men. | Ships. | Tems. | Men. | Skhips. | Tons. Men. | Ships.| Toms. | Men.
(1795 - - - | - -t- -t -t - -1- -1- -] - —
a9 -f- -f- - - -1- -1 -] -|- -
Sl K20 D PR DU DU I U DA I -
41798 -} - -|- - -} -1 - =1 - -1 - —
5.5 1799 -1- |- f- -1 -} - -4 =f -l - —_
2/(1800 - |- |- -f- -]~ -1t - -1 -1~ -] - —
Lol N1V U IR PR R Rl BETEEEN R RIS -
onths
? e }1802 - |- e} e ] - e -] -1 - —_
5th Jan. ’
(1803 - [ 1,408 | 98,101 | 7,001 |5,826 {535,819 |31,805| 366 | 58,560 42,597
| 1804 - {1,815 | 97,946 | 6,529 |5,969 |569,704 |32,286| 600 | 94,800 7,911| 762,450 | 44,97
S | 1805 - |1,248 | 90,541 6,116 |6,242 {610,618 |33, 584 | 79,778 8,019{ 780,937 } 44,851
?g‘ 1806 - |1,276 | 91,290 | 6,230 |6,139 | 580,752 (33,775{ 545 | 62,420 7,960 754,462 | 45,
B 51807 - [1,497 {102,163 | 7,049 | 6,687 630,368 36,818 498 | 80,001 |5,055 | 8,682|812,532 |48,
© 8 11808 - | 1,503 |107,783 | 7,231 | 6,836 | 652,946 |36,589] 461 | 78,583 4,674 | 8,800|889,212 |48,444
§"" 1809 - | 1,588 (111,614 | 7,485 | 7,189 | 696,408 | 38, 159 | 35,356 |1,580 | 8,931| 833,378 | 47,491
> 1810 - | 1,546 |108,698 | 7,217 | 5,975 | 585,299 |30, 343 | 56,946 |8,525 | 7,864|695,943 | 41
(1811 - |1,982 [130,991 [8,988 | 7,514 | 678,540 | 38,5 660 1119,188 16,643 | 10,156| 923,719 | 54,163
OUTWARDS. TOTAL Outwards,
¢ A ~—— ——
1795 - | — o —_— —_ —_— —_ —_ —_— —_ —_ -— -—
Bgl1796 - | — | — | = | = | — | = |=| = | =|—-| —- | -
Bl - | — | - | = | =} = |=|=|—=-|=|= - 1-
® E 1798 - — — —_— —_— ¢ — — — — D  — — R
g£s 1799 - | — — —_ —_— —_ - - —_ -— —_ —_ —_
03 lm - — — — — — - — _— —_— — — —
sl - — | — | = =] === - =]=1] ==
oM : . . . =
ending }lm - - —_ - —_— —_ -— —_ —_ —_ —_ —
5th Jan. ‘ ) ) '
(1803 - | 1,418 | 101,219 [ 7,349 | 5,095 | 482,262 '62,963 |3,705 | 6,872 (646,444 |39,446
S 1804 - [ 1,211 | 90,254 {6,324 |5,160 | 509,387 98,995 |5,728 | 6,924 1693,636 | 41,4
‘:o 1805 - | 1,080 | 82,934 | 5,882 | 5,018 |507,177 78,971 |5,098 16,634 |G69,082 | 39,262
S 511806 - {1,172 | 90,178 | 6,077 | 5,442 | 535,761 77,788 14,910 |7,185 | 703,717 (41,635
251807 - |1,853 | 97,162 | 6,754 | 5,888 | 574,688 83,048 |5,189 |7,763 | 754,898 | 44,334
® e 11808 - |1,820 | 97,856 (6,797 | 6,294 [615,702 72,662 |4,130 | 8,032 |786,220°|45,558
£ 11809 - | 1,405 | 108,435 | 7,221 | 6,478 |641,157 27,856 | 1,591 |8,041 | 777,448 | 44,527
s | 1810 - 11,537 | 109,144 17,398 | 5,877 1,556,699 56,267 | 8,225 |17,787 | 704,110 |41,100
1811 - | 1,841 [ 125,389 | 8,650 | 6,931 | 627,012 117,414 | 6,312 |9,411 (869,815 | 50,557
Note.—A Registry was not established in Ireland for representing the distinction of Irish, British, and Forei Ves-
sels, nor the number of Men, until the year ending 5th January 18083 ; -and there was not a Registry established
for representing an Aceount of the Tonnage of Slilps cleared outwards from Ireland, until the same year.
Custom-House, Dublii),} - SAMUEL WALKER,
16th April, 16811. Comptroller of Tonnage and Light Money.
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COMMERCE ~VEBSELS, TONNAGE, &c.

An ACCOUNT of the Number of VESSELS,
with: the Amount of their TONNAGE, and
Number of Mz~ and Boys usually employed
in navigating the same; which belonged to
the several Ports of Ireland in each Year since
"the" Establishment of a Registry, to January
5th, '1811. c .

An ACCOUNT of the Number of VESSELS,
with the Amount of,their TONNAGE,
which have been built and registered in
Ireland, in each Year, since the Estab-
lishment of a Registry, to 5th January,
1811.

Years ending the | Ships. Tons. Men. || Years ending the| Vessels. | Tons.
30th Sept. 1788 | 1,016 | 60,776 | 6,055 ||5th January 1788 38 1,670
o . 1789 | 1,080 | 64,361 | 6,281 . 1789 72 2,760
. . 1790 | 1,134 | 68,236 | 6,720 . 1790 78 8,163
. . 1791 | L176 | 69,230 | 6,698 . . 1791 50 2,334
. . 1792 | 1,198 | 69,567 6,730 . . 1792 . 81 2,464
, 1798 | 1,181 67,791 6:£7 . . 1793 43 1,629
. 1794 | 1,166 | 65,164 | 6,374 . 1794 _ 85 1,659
. 1795 | 1,099 | 58,778 | 5,598 - . . 1795 32 1,441
. 1796 | 1,078 | 56,575 | 5,402 . 1796 33 1,654
. 1797 | 1,048 | 58,181 | 5,104 . 1797 33 1,803
: . 1798 | 1,025 49,987 | 4,919 . . 1798 19 797
. . 1799 999 | 49,825 | 4,885 . . 1799 20 1,072
. . 1800 | 1,003 | 54,262 | 5,057 . . 1800 18 1,106
. 1801 | 1,004 | 54,242 | 4,875 . 1801 22 1,680
. .- 1802 | 1,080 | 56,510 | 5,058 1802 21 1,383
. . 1803.|] 1,065 | 58,871 | 5318 . . 1808. 87 2
. . 1804 | 1,061 58,060 | 5,176 . 1804 42 2,418
. 1805 | 1,067 | 56,755 | 5,063 . 1803 38 1,611
. 1806 | 1,076 | 55,545 | 5,081 . 1806 28 * 1,212
. 1807 | 1,008 | 56,903 | 5,217 . . 1807 41 1,687
. 1808 | 1,104 | 38,958 | 5,824 . . 1808 83 1,838
. 1809.] 1,119 | 61,150 | 5,560 . % 1809 32 1,235
. 1810 { 1,126 | 58,646 | 5,416 . . 1810 81 1,643
. . .. . 1811 21 1,381
F. L. MORGAN, "F. L. MORGAN,
- Registry Officer ) Registry Officer
for Shigging. . for Shipping.
Custom House, Dublin, ] Custom House, Dublin,}
17th April, 1811. } 17th April, 1811.




o OTCOMMERCE.

I am concerned to obserye, from these official documents, that fewer ships of
late years have been built in Ircland, and that a decreased aumber are the-property of
Irish shiprowners. But they exhibit, by. the-entries inwards, a considerable imcrease of
foreign&nde, if that carried on with Britain can be comprehended under this deno-
mination: It must, however, be remarked, that many vessels enter inwards from Eng-
land, for the purpose of taking in stores, and clearing outwards to the West Indies,
which, no doubt, are included in these lists; but although their toanage and men
contribute to swell official returns, they add little or nothing to the trade of Ireland.

On.the-whole, after-makiog-every-deduction; the facts hore-stated;-from-the autho-
rity of parliamentary documents, afford a most cheering prospect to the friends of Ire-
land ; as they prove the existence of a trade, which, in a country so situated, and
possessing so many local advantages, cannot fail to increase in a rapid degree, if culti-
vated with that spirit of enterprise, which, in every.freq couniry,. lw been attended
with suocess.

It has been assertod, that Ireland derived considerable pdvantages from the locality
of her legislature, and that its removal has done injury to ther trade; but in my esti-
mation, this citcumstance has benefited mercantile. men in that country, and‘must
ultimately be am advantage to commerce.; The merchants are not now distracted with
political discussions, foreign to their habits and pursuits; they have more leisure for
attending to those objects, which belong to their immediate provinge ; and as they have
fewen inducements to become statesmen,. they -acquire- more -inclination te remain
withip their own sphere, and to cultivate, thse hranches of knowledge which are
most suited to their station. I have no wish ta exclude mercantile men from a share
in the legislation of thein country ; it is fit and proper that.a certain number of that
class, if possessed of independence, and sound judgement, shauld be members of the
national . council and assist in its .deliberations;;; but J am. persuaded that the
facility with which English traders acquire seats in.parliament, is a serious injury,
and the evil is greater where men are © every day starting up from obscurity into
wealth.” . A celebrated genius once observed ¢ thet.the force of our early habits is
50 gneat, that, though reason approves, nay, though our senses relish, a different
course,. every man almost returng to them.* Uhfortunately, there is too much truth
in this remark, however. mortifying to our pride. Merqantile mep, in. general,
being early habituated to ideas connected with their profession, suffer those ideas too
generally to influence their parliamentary conduct; and cherish the delusive senti-
ment, that those principles and views which have actuated their conduct in their
transactions in trade will be equally advantageous when applied in politics—sinking
the enlarged views of the statesman to the level of the merchant, and spreading

» Boswell’s Life of Johnson, vol. ii. p. 373.
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around a spirit destructive of virtue and freedom ;* hence arises in a great degree
that system of bribery and corruption by which our popular elections are disgraced,
nor can it now be surprising to find men figuring as legislators, who are destitute
of every qualification requisite for so important a trust.

Many commercial men in Ireland have already purchased estates; and I consider
it as fortunate for the country, that her merchants are at a distance from the great.
stock-market of London, where we see thousands daily laying out their money, and
laying by their industry. Upon the whole, although Ireland is without the produc-
tions necessary for ship-building, there is reason to believe that the trade of this
part_of the united empire will progressively extend, especially as their wants in the
articles of bunilding ships may be supplied from other countries. Holland possesses
neither timber nor corn, and its harbours are bad ; yet the Dutch, by indefatigable
exertion, were enabled net only to create a respectable navy, but to construct vessels,
in which they carried on a trade, greater in proportion to their population, than
that of almost any other people in Europe.

That Ireland has made a wonderful progress in improvement, will not, I think, be
denied by the gloomiest politician. Let those who look only at the dark side of
the picture, turn their eyes to Belfast. This town, which about a century ago,
scarcely deserved notice, is now, in point of trade and consequence, the ffth in
the island, and affords a proof how great a change may be effected in the course
of a little time, by industry properly directed. But, without dwelling on indivi-
dual instances, do not many, who inhabited formerly thatched cabins, sleep now
under a slated roof? Do not hundreds, whose food was confined chiefly to
potatoes, now use wheaten bread? Is not the number of those who wear shoes and
stockings, much greater than at any period since Ireland became acquainted with
civilization? and do not thousands.sleep in blankets and sheets, who were formerly
contented with a covering of straw ? These facts, perceptible to every one, but to
those who wilfully shut their eyes, furnish a convincing proof of a great influx
of wealth. Having been frequently in Ireland during the last thirty years, my
own observation has convinced me that a considerable change of habits has taken
place, and that a taste for a more refined mode of life is now diffusing itself among
the people. ‘ ' '

Much, however, is still to be accomplished: this partial revolution in habits and
manners must become general, to be of national advantage ; it must be extended to all
the people, and to every part of the country. Before a body can be sound and strong,

~ % Aristotle says, there was a law at Thebes, which disqualified men from holding offices of magistracy till
ten years after they had left off business as merchants or traders. E» @7Cais & r‘po; w 7w dixa svan
an dmaxnuiror Tas dyopds ud parsgur agxis.  Politic, Francof, 1601. 8vo. lib. iii.'cap. 3. p. 168,

Vor. 1I. - ' K




66 . COMMERCE. -

every member and limb must be in an equally good condition. One weak part may
give a degree of fecbleness to the whole. Theimportation of wine, carriages, musical
instruments, and other articles of luxury for the rich, have increased in an extra-
ordinary manner; but these things belong to the higher classes, whose opulence
and education enable them to indulge in such gratifications. It is the community
at large to whom attention ought to be chiefly directed ; for with all the improve-
ment, and notwithstanding the increase of imports and exports, still the condition of
the mass of the people is miserable, and in numerous instances so wretched as to
beggar description. Although they possess physical and moral qualities, which, if
called into action, and properly directed, might render them valuable members of so-
ciety, they are sadly neglected and suffered to remain in ignorance, and a prey to idle-
ness ; and, conéequently, their faculties are of little use either to themselves or to the
state. The spectacles which they often exhibit in their persons, their habitations,
and domestic economy, can scarcely be credited but by those who have seen them.
I am the more anxious, therefore, to' impress on the minds of Janded proprietors,
and all others, who have it in their power to contribute towards the amelioration of
these degraded people, the wretchedness of their situation; and the necessity of
every exertion being made to rouse them from their indolence and sloth, by holding
out prospects, -and endeavouring to couvert them by encouragement and kind
treatment into useful and active citizens. ) :

The warmth of my zeal on this subject has, I am afraid, led me into repetitions;
but being conscious that I am pleading in an honourable cause, I shall feel the less
uneasiness if repetition should expose me to critical animadversion. I write to be
useful, not to acquire fame ; I have endeavoured to adhere to truth ; how far I have
succeeded, it does not become. me to determine; but if justice be done to my lnben-
tions, my ambition will be fully gratified.

In proportion as the state of the people in Ireland is improved, the trade of the
country will be extended. But, the united efforts of government and individuals
will be requisite to promote so desirable an end. When laws are made, let them
be framed and administered in such a mananer, as to protect industry. That this
was not the case lately, can hardly be doubted; and I am persuaded, from what I
have myself witnessed, that the great body of the people of that country are dis~
couraged from exertion, because they entertain a fear that they shall not be suffered
to enjoy, unmolested, the fruits of their honest.toil. ‘ Why does Great Britain hold
the sceptre of commerce? Because in England, personal rights are sacred, and
every species of property finds protection and security in the freedom of civil go-
vernment, and the equal administration of law.” .

But among a people, whose energy has long been repressed, and whose lmnds
have been fettered by ignorance, laws alone will not be sufficient.. Laws may deter
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men from the commission of great ¢érimes; but, to effect a salutary change in the
general habits and manners of a country, they must be assisted by education and
example. While government, therefore, discharges its- duty by providing the
means of instruction, it is incumbent on land-holders, country gentlemen, and magis-
trates, respettable manufacturers, and all those who, by their acquirements or
station, possess an influence in society, to be circumspect in their conduct ; toregulate
their lives by the strictest rules of honour and justice; and to exhibit themselves
to the people as models worthy of imitation. Above al, they-ought to avoid harsh-
ness and severity in their intercourse and transactions with these unfortunate men;
remembering, that more is likely to be accomplished by admonition, advice, and
gentle remonstrance, than by severity of punishment; the recollection of which
rankles in the heart, and adds fuel to the most untractable passions. In plans of
civilization, it is of the utmost importance, that those who attempt innovations
should conciliate, by. kind treatment, the affections of the persons among whom
they are desirous that they shounld be introduced. Before new modes of life, and
other improyements are suggested to them, they ought to be convinced that they are
proposed 'by friends, rather than by masters; and, instead of tearing out prejudices
by the root, the gentlest and mildest remedies should be applied to eradicate them.

But, before the. desirable end which I have in view can be accomplished, it is
necessary that the land-holders should lay aside their former contractéd ideas, and
consider their tenants as fellow men, and not as slaves, born to maintain them in
affluence and splendour. Such feudal ideas, thanks to the enlightened spirit of
‘the times, are now banished from the greater part of Europe ; and I sincerely trust
that they have taken their departure, never more to return. The people must not
be kept in a state of oppression, nakedness, and misery: it is contrary to justice; .
it is contrary to the interest of the land-proprietors, and destructive of the com.
mercial prosperity of the country. Let the restraints imposed be removed; give
instruction sufficient to make them sensible of their own importancé; encourage
them to hope that, by honest industry, they may rise to a better condition; excite
a desire of improvement, without which ‘its progress will be slow; let them be
‘taught to look for comforts not at present within their reach, and to seek enjoy- )
ments to which they as yet are strangers. When they perceive that there are plea-
sures superior to those of mere animal gratification, they will be roused from their
torpor, the finer feelmgs will be awakened ; their thoughts be directed to more
‘laudable objects; and their actions, instead of being guided by mechanical im-
pulse or brutal passion, be subjected to the regular and systematic control of
reason. .

I hope my readers will not be alarmed at the opinions I have here expressed,

- and ‘consider that I wish to corrupt the people of Ireland by making them ac-
. K 2



68 ‘COMMERCE.

quainted with new wants. My only object is to bring about a revolution in their
" habits and manners, without which, every attempt to introduce solid improvement
will be fruitless. Preparatory to this salutary measure I have recommended guch a
course of instruction as may fit them for the enjoyment of those comforts and harm-
less luxuries to which their labour and industry may eatitle them. But I should be
as sorry, were they converted into a nation of voluptuous Sybarites, as I should be
to see them left in their present state of rudeness. The pursuits which I am anxious to
excite the people of Ireland to follow, are those which tend to create the blessings of
civilization, and the arts of industry and of peace. I am no disciple of Raynal or Rous-
seau ;* I am unacquainted with the happiness of ignorance, or the pleasures of savage
life ; nor do I admire the opinion of Necker, wha asserts, that idiots are the favourites
of the Almighty.+ Cicero has said that there is nothing so absurd, that has not been
maintained by some of the philosophers. The moderns, in this respect, are not inferios”
to the ancients; for none of the latter ever propagated a doctrine more ridiculous than
that of men walking on all fours in the forests. To enter into a discussion of this
subject is foreign to my present purpose; and I flatter myself that, in the present
age, it is needless to advocate the cause of civilized life, and to point out the benefits
and advantages which attend it. The savage may, indeed, possess a degree of con-
tentment, because he has the means of gratifying the few wants with which he is
acquainted : but, if this be happiness, his enjoyments are very little superior to
those of * the brutes that perish.” A very -intelligent traveller remarks, that he
found those Hottentots who had learned trades} to be happier than others; and he
bestows much praise on the intentions of a Hernhuter, who proposed paying a visit
to the savage Bosjemans, in order to promote among them that sense of comfort
which has so effectually atoused their exertions in another part of the colony.§
.The worthy bishop, whom I have already had occasion to quote, asks * whether the
bulk of our Irish natives are not kept from thriving by a cynical content in dirt and
beggary, which they possess to a degree beyond any other people in christendom ;
and whether comfortable living doth not produce wants; wants, industry ; and in-
dustry, wealth.”|| But, if there are men so far infatuated as to embrace the opinions
of a certain class of philosophers, who bestow such encomiums on savage life, I shall
refer them to Mickle’s Introduction to his Translation of the Lusiad, where they
will find an able refutation of so absurd and erroneous a dactrine.
Some will, perhaps, think that I have been guilty of an omission in not exhibiting
any tables of the balance of trade as it affects Ireland. But the truth is, that I hold

« Sur L'inegalite parmi les hommes, not. 8.

+ Monboddo, on the Origin and Progress of Language, vol. i. p. 75.

1 Barrow’s Travels in Southern Africa, vol. i. p. 352.

¢ Ibid, p. 399. PERERT
Il Berkeley's Works, Dublin edit. 1784, vol, ii. p, 853 and 363
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in very little estimation deductions drawn from tests of this kind. In this respect I
differ from men of no small celebrity, experienced in the arts of government, and
acquainted with the operations of finance; bat, if I have some authorities against me,

"I console myself with the reflection, that I do not stand alone. Mr. Necker has

dwelt much on the “ balance of commerce,”’ as the criterion of a nation’s increase in
wealth.* Mr. Rose, also, that useful and indefatigable servant of the public, has
exulted in the prosperity of England, as deduced from the same result ;+ and in this
he has been followed by Mr. Chalmers,} to whose abilities I am ready to pay a just
tribate of respect. My opinion, however, is, that that nation is richest whose im-
ports and exports are nearly equal; and I should add together their amount, consi-
dering the total increase as a proof of the increased industry of the people, from
which alone the real capital of a country is derived; and which, were it entirely de-
prived of metallic money, would constitute wealth.y Mr. Oddy has illustrated this

- position as it affects the northern powers; and his reasoning upon the subject will

apply to all civilized states. ||

Should any of my readers disagree with me in the opinions which Ihave here
expressed, and believe that the balance of trade is a true test of the riches of a
country, I shall beg leave to refer them to Smith’s Essay on the Wealth of Nations;q
and to Hume’s Essay on the Balance of Trade;* where they will find the subject
treated in a masterly manner, and opposed by such arguments as, I trust, will in-
duce them to believe that I have not adopted a fallacious idea, or asserted, on slight
authority, that the increase of riches derived from trade, can be estimated only from
the amount of the exports and imports.

Hume says that “ there still prevails, even in nations well acquainted with com-
merce, a strange jealousy with regard to the halance of thide, and a fear that all
their gold and silver may be leaving them. This seems to me, almost in every case,
a groundless apprehension; and I should as.soon dread that all our springs and
rivers should be exhausted, as that money should abandon a kingdom where there are
people and industry.”+ Bishop Berkeley asks, * whether it would not be a2 mon-
strous folly to import nothing but gold and silver, supposing we might do it, from.

# Necker’s Administ. of the Finances of France, vol. ii. p. 110.

4 Brief Examination, &c. Introd. 4th edit. p. 2.

1 Chalmers’ Estimate, 1810. p. 249.

§ Bishop Berkeley asks whether there ever was or will be, an industrious nation poor, or an idle one rich.
' Berkeley's Works, Dublin edit. 1784, vol, ii. p. 851.

|| Oddy’s European Commerce, p. 3.

'S Book iv. chap. 3. vol. ii. p. 109, 7th edit.

#s Essays, vol, i. p. 278. Lond. 1788.

++ Hume's Essays, ut supra, p. 279.




Yo COMMERCE. .

every foreign market to which we trade ; but whether we do not all see the ridicule of
the Mogul’s subjects, who take from us nothing but our silver, and bury it under
ground to make use thereof against the resurrection.”* In this short sentence the
learned bishop wishes to shew the wisdom of that nation which exchanges its manu-
factures for the raw materials of other countries ; and the extreme folly of those peo-
ple who receive these metals in the course of trade, and bury them in the earth, where
they are as useless as they were before they were taken from the mine.+ The force
of this illustration is evident ; yet every one who attaches importance to the balance
of trade, founds his reasoning on a principle which the worthy bishop holds up
in the most ridiculous light ; because they conceive that this balance of trade is paid
for in specie, which adds so much to the permanent wealth of the nation. * If this
be admitted, bishop Berkeley’s Mogul would be a model of political wisdom.

Those who entertain so high an idea of the balance of trade, would do well to
consult Jefferson's Notes on the State of Virginia, evidently the production of an“
enlightened mind, written in the language of a practical statesman, who never har-
boured a wish that his country should possess this balance. They will derive, also,
much instruction from the venerable Macpherson, whose able explanation of this
subject is of too much value to be omitted. The whole work proves the author to
be completely master of his subject ; and therefore the greater credit is due to his
statement, wherein he shews, from the difference in the rates, and the omissions in
the Custom House entries, -that all calculations or conclusions founded upon the
balance of trade are, at the best, exceedingly fallacious.§ :

® Berkeley’s Works, vol. ii. p. als.
$ Munn’s English Treasure b} Foreign Trade, Glasg, 1755, chap. 4. On the Exportation of our Moneys
38 2 means to increase Treasure.

1 Consult Hist. and Political Remarks upon the tariff of the Commercial Treaty, Cadell, 1787, p. 110.
§ Macpherson’s Annals of Commerce, vol. iii. p. 341
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CHAPTER XV.

FISHERIES.

Dr. FRANKLIN says, “ he that puts a seed into the earth is recompensed, per.

haps, by receiving forty for it; and he who draws a fish out of the water, draws up a

piece of silver.”* Another celebrated writer remarks, that ¢ no species of natural

industry is more lucrative than fishing, because it converts the ocean into ‘a mine,

and furnishes immense profits, without any other expense than what consists in- la-

bour.”+ Such being the advantages of fisheries, it cannot excite surprise, that they

should have been an object of attention, even in the earliest periods, to all maritime

nations, who seem to have carried them on as the means of supplying part of their

food, or of furnishing them with articles of commerce. In the book of Job,t who

is said to have resided in Arabia, and to have been contemporary with the sons of
Abraham, allusion is made to fishing with spears and harpoons; and hence it may

be inferred, that the people of that country were acquainted with the method of
catching whales, a kind of fish still found in the Indian seas, between the coast of
Africa and that of Malabar. '

In Egypt, fishing must have been practised, and well understood, at a very early
period ; for we are told by Diodorus Siculus, that the Nile furnished fish in such
plenty, that the inhabitants, besides those which they employed for present use, had
#0 many left, that they preserved them by means of salt.§ We are informed also by
the same author, that Meeris, one of the Egyptian kings, gave the revenue arising
from the lake of the same name, to his queen, in order to purchase perfumes and other
articles for her toilet. This lake is said to have contained twenty different kinds of
fish,and in so great-abundance, that though 2 numerous body of people were employ-
ed in salting them, they were scarcely adequate to the task.| There is reason to think
that the fish trade in Egypt, at this time, must have been very great, since the sale
of those caught is said to have amounted to no less than a talent a day. ¥ .

The Byzantines, whose territory was 8o favoura‘bly situated near the sea coast,

" » On the Interml State of American Werks, vol. iii. p. 397.

$ Campbell’s Politieal Survey of Great Britain, vol. ii. p. 736«

1 Chap. xii. v. 7. . .

§ T3u yap iv ywploss, & phior ix 7o wporQhTiis aloxouiny waplxeres W T" aFiraven M xal wAloc

. wgTapysiar aniow arnxAsiwTors Diod, Sic. edst. Weaseling Amst. 1746. lib. i. cap. 1. vol. i. p. 42.

U Kal recirgr dvrer axiowsobas wailos Sove 7ds wpooxaprspioras 7dis Tapghag beas sapwinbucg Juoxepis
maprymolas 7 Tpywr. Ibid. ib. p. 62. .

9 About £93. of our money. .
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carried on a very advantageous fishery* in the Pontus Euxinus, the Thracian Bos-
phorus, and the Archipelago, where they caught immense quantities of tunnies,
which they cured and exported to various parts of Italy and Greece. The revenue
arising from the fishery before Constantinople alone, was sufficient, it is said, to
maintain the table of the emperor Andronicus Paleologus, as well as of his whole
estabhshment and it is well known, that the produce of the fishery in the Archipe-
lago, formed a very important article in the revenue of the empire.+

Alian gives a very accurate account of the manner in which the tunnies were
caught in the Propontis. Two wooden posts of considerable height, were erected
* in some elevated place close to the shore, which were joined together by cross
beams, 50 as to enable 2 man to ascend readily to the summit. Here, one of the
fishermen took his station} to watch the arrival of the tunnies; and as soon as he
perceived them approaching, he gave notice to his companions, who were ready
with their nets and boats waiting for the signal. The' nets were of considerable
length, and each boat was rowed by twelve young men, six being seated on each
side. 'When the signal was given, the rope at the one end of the net was made fast
to one of the wooden posts, which served as a station for the watchman; and the
" net having been previously disposed in such a manner, that a part was placed
in each boat, the boats were pushed off in regular succession, till the net was ex-
tended quite round the fish, which in this manner were completely enclosed,
that there was no possibility of escape. /Elian says, that the people of Eretria, and
of the island of Naxos, were exceedingly expert in this method of fishing.§

The Turditani, a people of Spain, are said to have been enriched by a great
‘fishery which they carried on, not only on their own coast, where fish of a superior
size and quality abounded, but also to a considerable distance beyond the Strait.
According to Strabo, these people had salt mines, which enabled them to salt
large quantities of these fish, forming a very important article of their trade. We are

* Tacitus alludes to the opulence of the people here, in consequence of their fisheries. ¢ Quippe Byzantium
fertili solo fecundoque mari; quia vis piscivm innumera, ponto erumpens, et obliquis subter undas saxis ex-
territa, omisso alterius litoris flexu, hos ad portus defertur. Unde prime quzestuosi et opuleati.’” Annal. lib.
xii, cap. 63. edit. Lips. 1801. p. 293.

Pliny speaks of the great numbers of fish which were found in the neighbourhood of Byzantium, and he
asserts that the tunnies were so tame, that they were not frightened when a three-pronged fish spear was
thrown among them. lidem sepe navigia velis euntia cemitantes mira quadem dulcedine per aliquot horarum
‘spatia et passuum a gubernaculis non separantur, ne tridente quidem in eos s®pius jacto territi. Hist, Nat.
lib. ix. cap. 15. Lugd. Bat. 1669. vol. i. p. 598.

+ Hist. Histoire du Commerce des Anciens, p. 241, 243.

1 A place of this kind was called umooxewmer. Some of them on the coast of Italy are meationed by
Strabo, lib. v. edit. Almel. Amst. 1707, vol. i. p. 223 and 225.

¢ £lian de Hist. Animal. lib. xv. cap. 5..Colon Allob. 1616, p. 867. He mentions tunnies caught in
anany other places, and particularly on the coast of Sicily, p. 870.
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told that they were not inferior to those cured in Pontus, the inhabitants of which,
like the Dutch in modern times, seem to have been celebrated for this art.*

On the coast of Spain there was also 3n extensive fishery for the' Scombri, frem
which the ancients prepared that celebrated pickle, or sauce, called garum,+ so
often mentioned by ancient authors. The most esteemed, vwbich was sold at a dear
rate, was obtained from these fish ; and a small island, near Carthagena, was dis-
tnngumhed by the name of Scombraria, in consequencc of the great number caught
in its neighbourhood. }

That the ancients paid great attentnon to fisheries, there can be no doubt ; for it
appears by the testimony of various authors, both Greek' and Roman, that fish
formed a considerable portion of their food, but- particularly amongst the rich,
who seem to have spared no trouble or expense to procure for their feasts and enter-
tainments, the most delicate and luscious kinds. Their extravagance, indeed, in
this respect, was in some cases carried to a length which must astonish the most
refined epicure of modern times. ley, alluding to this subject, says, that cooks
cost more than triumphs ; fish more than- cooks ; and that no men were held in
greater estimation than those who were best skilled in ruining the estates of their
masters.§ ' ’

Immunities and rewards were granted to men who contributed towards the gratifica-
tion of this prevailing taste for fish, either by their industry or inventions. The
Sybarites, a people of Italy, noted for their profligate and voluptuous manners, are
said to have exempted from taxation those who caught or sold eels.| And the au-
thor, to whom we are indebted for this information, relates, that the Athenians were
s0 fond of salted fish, that they gave the freedom of their city to the sons of a man
named Chzrephilus, who had been eminent in the art of preparing them, or, per-
haps, who had mveuted some new method of rendermg them more grateful to the
palate. 1

* Mg 1 Spoerel wwp’ GvSic fiot xds woTapdy @Auvpd }w,u-u Sx ixfyw® ¥x Sy N 80l § b wwr Blwr Tapiyefa,
Sx irbsr porer GBI xal ix TG dAARE TH¢ ixTds CTWAGY waparias v xopwr g Tlorriniis. Strab. Geog. lib, iii.
edit. Almel. Amst. 1707. p. 213.

+ Nunc ¢ scombro pisce laudatissimum in Carthaginis Spartariz cetariis : sociarum id appellatur, singulis
millibus nummOm permutantibus congios pene binos. Nec liquor ullus pene prater unguenta majore in
pratio esse caepit, nobilitatis etiam gentibus.  Plin, Hisl. Nat. lib. xxxi. cap, viii. Lugd, Bat, 1669. vol. iii.
P. 371. Athen. Deipnos. lib. iii. edit. Casubon. Apud. H. Commelinum, 1598. p..121.

T RS & 75 Hpaxhing ricos 3ds wpds Kapyndira, w xadiics Txoubpapiar dwd vir aMoxoudwr onéuBpwr, it o,
3 dpavor cusvaliras yégor.  Strab. Geog. lib. iii. edit. Almel. Amat. 1707. vol. i. p. 159,

§ At nunc coci triumphorum pretiis parantur et coquorum pisces. Nullusque prope jam mortalis esti-
matur pluris quam qui peritissime censum domini mergit, Hist. Naf. Ludg. Bat. 1669. lib. ix. cap. 19.
vel. p. 604,

V' Qonvres 3 uads 'ruc 7ds iyxing wwAdrras Tides dworinr uwds 75 Onpivorrag.  Athen. Deipnos. Casubon.
p- 521.

4 Tocatr ¥ "Abudses owudls swosirro mp3 7o Tépxes o5 xal woritas dvaypidal v Xaippie ¥3 Tapewire
Zadg.  Ibid. p. 119,
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The ancients seem to have been well acquainted with the art of salting fish, many
kinds of which, prepared in this manner, are mentioned by Athenzus, and other
authors. The salted tunnies of Byzantium were much esteemed ; and the mugil of
Abdera and Sinope are said to have been highly agreeable to the palaté.* The
salted eels of Macedonia are also mentioned,+ and salt roes, or caviar, but the latter
were accounted heavy and indigestible food.}

From. the laws and regulations made by the ancients to regulate the sale of fish,
there is reason to suppose, that they were not only héld in estimation among the rich,
as articles of luxury, but were in common use among all maritime people, and formed
a considerable portion of their food. Aristonicus, who is said to have been inferior
as a legislator, only to Solon, made a law, that fishmongers should have a tablet sus-
pended, inscribed with the different prices of their fish, and be obliged to stand, with-
out sitting down, till they were all sold, that they might be induced to part with them,
in order to return home, on easier terms, He enacted also, that if fishmongers, after
declaring the price of their fish, accepted less than they had asked, they should be
imprisoned, that through fear of this punishment, they might be more reasonable in
their demands.y{ A similar law is said to have been in force at Venice. The

- sellers of fish there, were obliged to stand in the open market, bare-headed and bare-
footed, that being thus exposed to the inclemency of the weather, they might be in-
duced to sell at a moderate price.||

It may not be improper to observe, that the ancients, as they were fond of fish,
seem also to have thoroughly understood the art of going to market ; for we are told
by Athenzus, to whom we are indebted for so many curious particulars respecting the

. luxury of former times, that Lynceus, the Samian, in a book entitled “ The Art of
Catering,” which he dedicated to one of his friends named Dyso, or Zeno, remarks,
that it is useful sometimes, when bargaining with the sellers of fish, who, in general,
obstinately adhere to the price they have asked, and refuse to make any abatement,
to speak slightingly of their article.q ’

If the same author be correct in the account he has given, the Romans possessed
an art, which, could it be revived, would not only be of use to epicures who reside
at a distance from the sea, but might be converted into a source of profit. The art

* Athen. Deipnos. Casubon. p. 118.

4 1bid. p. 298.

1 Ibid., p. 121.

¢ Ibid. lib. v. p. 226.

Il Quo loco mirari oportet Venetorum procerum sapientiam, qui inter publica decreta illud quoque habent,
ut piscatores non selum stantes sed nudis pedibus et capite pisces vendaut, ut vel stu vel frigore torti de sum=
mo pretio nonnihil remitterent. Balth. Bonifacii Rhodigini Hist. Ludicra. Brux. 1656. 4to. p. 201.

¥ Avyxug ¥ § Tdutosy iv 78 bwmmins Tégm W rgo:@cmﬂ 7ind vwr ivalgur Abuwn § Zivwn, Qucir ¥x ExemoTes

3 weds 7¥s arwilorras xal wh ovyxalifrras Th TIud xal T8 xaxds Alyns sagieTanbras T ixBvds. Athen. Deipnes.
Cmbon P 313,
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to which I allude, was that of preserving oysters in a fresh state for a very consider-
able time; and it is said to have been discovered by Apicius, who sent from
Italy to Trajan, while on an expedition into Persia against the Parthians, some
of these shell-fish, which, when they arrived, were found as good as they had
been on the day when they were taken up.*

It appears that oysters, which are so much sought after in modern times, were
po less in request by the Romans, who brought them from the coasts of France
and Britain, where they were of a much better quality than those found on the
warmer shores of Italy. They even had a method of preserving them in places
somewhat similar to our oyster-beds, which were invented before the Matsyan war,
by Sergius Orata, who, according to Pliny, made them a source of revenue, and
derived from them a considerable profit.+

Turtles were caught for the sake of the shell, and Pliny has preserved the name
of the first Roman who invented the method of cutting it, and employing it with
. inlaid work to ornament beds and couches.}

On nothing do the Romans seem to have expended more money, than in the con-
struction and maintenance of fish-ponds, in which they preserved fish of various
sorts to supply their tables, which were then covered with every delicacy, however
expensive, or difficult to be procured. Of this kind was the excavation near
Naples, made by Lucullus, at a cost with which, as we are told, he might have
built a town, and which was filled with water introduced from the sea. On ac-
count of this extraordinary work, Lucullus was styled, by Pompey, the Roman
Xerxes.§ Among the fish kept in these ponds, were the celebrated murenz, (or
lampreys), which must Rave been held in high estimation, since we learn that °
Hirtius sent six thousand of them to Casar, when dictator, for his triumphal
supper, as he would not sell, or part with them on any other condition. || Nay, to
such extravagant and criminal excess did the Romans carry their attachment to
these fish, that Hortensius the arator is said to have shed tears on the death of a
favourite lamprey ;1 and Vedius Pollio, 2 Roman knight, and friend of Augustus,
was accustomed to feed his lampreys, by throwing into his ponds slaves who had
been condemned to death.™ .

‘These fish, according to the testimony of Pliny, must have been exceedingly

s Athen, Deip, Casubon. p. 7.

4 Ostrearum vivaria primus omnium Sergius Orata jnvenit in Bajano =tate L. Crassi Oratoris ante Marsi-
cum bellum : nec gulas causa sed avaritize, magna vectigalia tali ex ingenio suo percipiens. Is primus optimum

, saporem ostreis Lucrinis adjudicavit. Hist. Nat. lib. ix. Lugd. Bat. 1669, vol. i. p. 646.

1 Testudinum putamina secare in laminas, lectosque et repositoria his vestire Carbilius Pollio instituit, pro-
digi et sagacis ad luxuriz instrumenta ingenii. Ibid. ib. cap. ii. p. 591.

# Plin. Hist. Nat. lib. ix. cap, 54, Lugd. Bat. 1669. vol. i. p. 646.

§i Ibid, ib, p. 647. 1 Ibid. ib. p. 648. ss Ibid. ib. p. 608.
: Le

.
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familiar, as there were some in the emperor's ponds which would approach when
called by name ;* and they appear to have been no less favourites of the female,
than of the male sex; for, we are told, that Antonia, the wife of Drusus, hung
jewels, by way of ear-rings, into the gills of a lamprey, of which she was exceed-
ingly fond.+

It would be endless to relate every instance recorded of the extravagance and
{qlly of the Romans, in this particular. ‘Licinius Crassus, the orator, though.a
man of a grave and sedate character, put on mourning for a lamprey, which died in,
a pond adjoining to his house; and, on that account, he was afterwards called
Licinius Murzna.y Asinius Geler paid the enormous sum of six thousand sesterces
for one mullet ;§ though Pliny asserts, that in his time it was difficult to find a fish
of . this kind which weighed above two pounds.|| Nay, some were so curious about
the size of their fish, that they often had them weighed at their tables, in the pre-
sence of their guests,1 while persons stood by to note down the weight in their
memorandum books. :

In modern times, all maritime states bave, more or less, paid attention to fisheries;
but this has been the case in particular with she Dutch, and some of the northern
nations, to whom they not only furnish a considerable portion of their food, but
supply also a valuable article of commerce. Fabricius, in his travels, says, that
the fisheries are the most important source of sustenance to the inhabitants of the
coast of Norway, who, in a great measure, live upon them, and derive from them
all those necessaries which are obtained by trade. These people, therefore, are in

"a much better condition, suffer less from want, and enjoy more comforts, than those
®

+ Plin. Nat. Hist. lib. x. cap. 70. vol. i. p. 730.

+ Ibid. lib. ix. cap. 55. p. 648.

1 Istamen Crassus vir censorius, nam cum Dommo censor fuit cum supra eetzros disertus haberetur, es-
setque inter clarissimos cives princeps, tamen murznam in piscind domus suz mortuam atratus tanquim filiam
luxit. Neque id obscurum fuit, quippe collega Domitius in senatu hoc ei quasi deforme crimen bbjecit. Ma-
crob. Sat. lib. ii. cap. 11.

Zlian says, that Crassus, when reproached by Domitius, for his weakness in bewailing with tears the
death of a lamprey, replied, ¢¢ It is true I wept for the death of' an animal ; but you have buried three wives,
and did not shed a single tear for one of them.” Kal wors Aouiriv wgds avrds imévres, “O¢ pwgd, wvpairar
inavoas Tibndcar ‘O & iwaAaBor, Eyw bagior, sPare, od di 7gils ywamas Odas un ixraveds, ALlian. de
Animal. Natura. lib. viii. cap. 4. edit. Gesneri Colon. Allob. 1516; p.477. *

§ Macrob. Sat. lib. iii. cap. 16.

Il Hist. Nat. lib. ix. cap. 17. Lugd. Bat. 1669, vol. i. p. 603.

9 Poscuntur etiam in conviviis ahquouu trutinz, ut appositi pisces et volucres ponderentur et glires: quo-
rum magnitudo szpius replicata non sine tdio praesentium, ut ante hac inusitata, laudatur assidue: maxime
cum hzc eadem numerantes, notarii triginta prope assistant cum thecis et pugillaribus tabulis, ut deesse solus
magister ludi literarii videretur. Ammian. Marcellinus, lib. xxviii. cap. iv. edit. Bipont. p. 154.
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who live in the interior pr0vinces,' where every thing is rendered’ dear by the diffi-
culty of carriage.* :
These people apply fish to an economical purpose, which shews the barrenness of
the country, and to what shifts men are sométimes reduced by necessity. In winter,
when the fields in those northern regions are covered for several months with snow,
they are used as food for their cattle: hay and straw being exceedingly scarce,
and not sufficient to supply their stock during the whole season, they make up the
deficiency by giving them sea-weeds, but in particular the fucus esculentus and
canaliculatus, tpgether with fish-heads, and other parts unfit for their own use, whick
are dried in sGmmer, and preserved for that purpose. The latter, when used, are
boiled along with the sea-weed, and when the whole are well mixed, they are given
to the cattle. It is asserted, however strange it may appear, that cows fed in this
manner yield abundance of milk, which is of a good quality, and free from any
disagreeable taste.+
. Some writers seem to attach no great importance to fish, as an article of food, buf
it is certain that the Norwegians, were it not for the bountiful supply which they
receive from the sea, would sometimes be reduced almost to a state of famine. The
case would be the same with many of the northern tribes, did they not find a ready
resource in the various kinds of fish which abound, not only in the waters of the
ocean, but in those of rivers and lakes. Some of the Lapps, in the extremity of
Sweden, have scarcely any other food than salmon, which they find in their rivers

» J. C. Fabricius Reise durch Norwegen. Hambnrgh 1799, 8vo. vorrede p. xli. .

4 Ibid. p. 275, 276. - _

This practice of feeding domestic animals with fish has been long known and prevalent in India. Paolino
Da San Baftolomeo says, * Pilchards are caught in such immense quantities on the coast of Malabar, that the
Indians often do not know how to employ them. They feed their ducks, dogs, and swine with them; and
even mix them among the dung used as manure for their cocoa-nut trees.” Foyage (o the East Indies, p. 239.

Arrian alludes to this custom in India of feeding animals with fish, and remarks, that the sheep, on that
account, had a fishy taste : ‘Erravla Eina Niapxye PpooPipovorr &l xupiitas, webfura xal ixblas’ xai is wpoba-.
| m 1& mgid Adyns I Wy ixBuadimy S5 7& iy Spnlbwr Ty mAsyler o1 xal dura elxBias ovriitai® wia ydg ux in iy
7% ymea. Hist. India. cap. 26. edit. Raphelii, Amst. 1757, p. 603.

Strabo mentions the same thing among the Ichthyophagi: ¢ Tois & sx8cs xpirras xal dovos xal Opinera.”
Geog. lib. xv. edit. Almel. Amst. 1707. vol. ii. p. 721.

Zlian says, the Orite and Gedrosii fed their horses with fish, and that the same practice was common
among the Macedonians and Lydians. He tells us, also, that the Celte fed, not only their horses, but their
cattle, with fish, and that the Lydian and Macedonian sheep grew fat on this kind of nourishment.
Qporas di Myvor xal Tidpuciug ixfis wapaBarren 7ois Twwos xleror® Korvds & &xuw xal rois fuol, xal voi; In-
wv ixl5c Jdrms Jimror. Kal Maxsdoras 3 xal Avdls dueheylion Ting xaly durds ixboon wds savrwr fwwug
Thpdr. Kal 78 wpifara N 74 Avdis, xal 78 Maxedonnd ix Twr &oter mibimclas Aywow. De Animal.
ib. xv. cap. 25. edit. Gesneri, Colon. Allob. 1515. p. 900,

Athenzus, lib. viii. cap. 6, speaks of the oxen in Thrace eating fuh.
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during the summer. These salmon, which are exceedingly fat, are caught in weirs,
called by the Norwegians, stangsel. The author, from whom this account is taken,
says, that, “ in the district of Tana there are above a thousand inhabitants, one-
sixth part of whom could not subsist, were it not for the salmon which supply
them with food.*

These people eat their salmon, in part, fresh ; some of it they cut into stripes
from the head to the tail, about an inch in breadth, which they leave attached to the
Iatter, having first removed the head and the bones, and then they hang them up in
the open air to dry. Some, also, they salt, and preserve as a resource for winter.

Speaking of the Lapps who reside in a neighbouring pastorate, the same author
says, that fish, in summer, forms their only food, and supplies them with a consi-
derable part of that which they use in winter. The kinds which they catch, are
herrings of a moderate size, char, grayling, and pike.

Fish forms the food of a great part of the people of Iceland,+ and the case is the
same in the Feroe Islands, where the inhabitants catch various kinds, and preserve
theq for future use, by drying them in bmldmgs of a particular construction erected
for that purpose.

Even fresh-water fisheries are of great importance in many countries, and supply
the people with a considerable part of their food. It has been asserted, that an
eighth part of the inhabitants of Switzerland live upon fish caught in their lakes,
which contain upwards of fifty different kinds, all of them abundant, and some
exceedingly delicate.§

In the immense empire of China, which, in some parts, contains very large lakes,
a great number of people derive their principal subsistence from the produce of their
fishing. These lakes are covered with boats of every description, and studded with
islands, inhabited chiefly by fishermen.|| Mr. Barrow says, speaking of the southern
parts of Shan-Tung, that, so great were the numbers engaged in this employment,
who lived entirely in floating vessels, that the waters were judged to be as popu-
lous as the land. To encourage the industry .of these people, no rent, toll, or
tythe, is exacted from them by government, nor are they prohibited, in any manrer,

“frem the free use of every lake, river, and canal.1

The Cochin Chinese who reside on the sea-coast, seem to pay great attention also

to fishing, and besides the more common 'kinds of fish, they make use of various spe-

% Geographisk och economisk Beskrifning om Kemi Lappmark af G. Wahlenberg, Stockholm, 1804, 4to.
p- 27. Ibid. p. 28.

+ Olafsens und Povelsens Reise durch Island. Kopenhagen, 1774, 4to. Erster Theil. p. 180, 185.

3 Landt’s Descript. of the Feroe Islands, p. 875. 1Ibid. p. 385.

¢ Bishop Burnet’s Travels through Swisserland, Letter iii.

|| Barrow’s Travels in China, p. 506. 1 Ibid, p. 558.
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" ¢cies of mollwca, such as the medusa, holothuria, actmea, and doris, some of whick
they prepare as articles of luxury and commerce.*

It is well known that the fisheries in Russia form a very extensive branch of na-
tional industry; for, independently of those carried on in the different seas by which
that empire is in some parts bounded, a great number of people are employed in the
various rivers in catching salmon, sturgeon, and many other kinds. The sturgeon
are exceedingly abundant, and besides forming an article of food, supply isinglass,
a considerable quantity of which is exported, and a proportion sent to England,
where it is used by the brewers for refining their beer.+ Caviar also ‘is so important
an article of commerce, that the annual export, between the years 1793 and 1795,
amounted to 188,000 rubles.

Fisheries also are carried on to some extent by various nations situated on
the coass of the Mediterranean. In the strait of Messina there is a fishery for
the sword fish, which are caught with nets and spears. In the middle of the vessel
used for this fishery, is an upright pole, seventeen feet high, with a round platform
at the top, for one of the crew, who is'placed there as a sentinel, to observe the
course of the fish, and instruct the rowers, that they may direct the vessel accord-
ingly. The fish- are caught from November to the beginning of March, and their
weight is from one pound to twelve.§

A considerable trade is carried on at Sciacca by the Sicilians with sardines, and a
great number of people are employed in saltmg them.|| There is a fishery also for
sardines and anchovies at Termini, where they are caught in shallow parts of the
se2, by means of very long nets, from eight to ten feet in breadth.q

At Palermo there is a great fishery for tunnies, a migratory species of the finny

% Barrew’s Voyage to Cochin China, p. 312.

+ It is exported from Petersburg, and sent chiefly to England, where a large quantity is used in the
beer and porter breweries. The English send some to the Spaniards, Portuguese, and French, who employ
it for clarifying their wine. According to a printed list of articles exported, published by the British Factory
at Petersburg, it appears that there were exported annually in British ships, between the years 1753 and
1768, from 1,000 to 2,000 poods, (about 40 pounds each); between 1769 and 1786 from 2,000 to 3,000 ;
and in 1788 the quantity had increased to 6,850. In 1798, the quantity was still greater, being 7,171 poods.
This sudden and incredible increase is a proof of the great increase of the fisheries on the coasts of the Caspian
Sea, for a thousand sturgeons give only about seven and a half poods of isinglass, and some other fish of the
same species, only two and half, or even one and a quarter. The increasing exportation has occasioned a
great rise in the price. In 1774, the best isinglass on the exchange at Petersburg was not worth more than
36 rubles per pood ; at present, it is worth from 90 to 100. Hist. Stat. Gemilde des Russischen Reichs von
H. Storch Leipzig, 1803. val. viii. p. 193. ‘

1 Ibid. p. 207.

§ Spallanzani’s Travels in the two Sicilies, vol. iv. p. 331.

Il Houels Reise durch Sizilien, Gotha, 1797, vol. i. p. 112.

% Ibid. vol. ii. p. 32.
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tribe, already mentioned as being well known to thie ancients, which in large shoals
frequent the coast of Sicily. They enter the strait of Gibraltar at a certain season
of the year, proceed along the coasts of France, Spain, and Italy, where they
are caught in nets, disposed in such a manner as to form different chambers, or
apartments, into which they are driven by means of a large net called a tonare, drawn
round them. These fish are salted and exported as an article of commerce.*

The coast of Spain abounds with fish, and the people of the country carry on
considerable fisheries, both in the Bay of Biscay and in the Mediterranean. The
natives of Valencia, in particular, are said to be most expert fishermen, and celebrated
_for their dexterity in the great tunny fishery, in which an almadraba is employed.
It consists of an enclosure of large nets, formed, in general, at the distance of about
two hundred fathoms from the coast. The smallest almadraba must be, at least, one
hundred and thirty fathoms in length, and from eighteen to thirty in breadth. It is
made of the best and strongest esparto nets, which are sunk by means of large stones,
" to the depth of from twenty to twenty-five fathoms. They are fastened to anchors,
and being kept afloat by corks, form a great number of chambers. The tunnies, in
shoals sometimes of 500, are driven from one chamber to another by a gradual con-
traction of the nets, till they are all crowded into the camera de la muerte, or chamber
of death, which is provided underneath with very strong nets. From this they are
let out one after the other, and killed 8o adroitly with a single stroke, that the fish
is thrown into the boat.+ '

No countries can be better situated fot fishing than Great Britain and Ireland.
This will evidently appear, if we reflect on the number of lakes, estuaries, and rivers,
in every part of the empire, abounding with fish of all kinds, which either remain
constantly on the coast, or like.herrings, pilchards, and mackarel, visit it period-
ically. , It does not, however, appear, that this branch of national industry is pro-
secuted to that extent to which it might be carried. An eminent writer says, * that
our neglect of fisheries arises from our eating much less fish than formerly.” In
popish times, including Lent, the people lived one-third of the year on’fish, that is
to say, fish formed one-third part of their food, and the consequence was, that all
kinds of meat were cheap. Lent had a still farther effect, for as few cattle were then
killed, the rising stock was preserved. This, long after the introduction of the re-
formed religion, preduced a proclamation for the keeping of Lent; but habit pre-
vailed over policy, and fish were no longer eaten from necessity, but choice. As
the English, however, became careless of their fishing, the attention of the Dutch,
(particularly to that of their herrings,) increased. These people not only made many

# Houel’s Reise durch Sicilien. Gotha, 1797, vol. i. p. 133
+ Fischer’s Picture of Valencia, p. 70, 71.
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daws to regulate this fishery, but even connected with it their religion, offering up
public prayers for its prosperity and success. The celebrated John de Witt, many
of whose political views were wisely conceived, says, ¢ the manufacturers live chiefly
on herrings; manufactures employ the merchants, merchants promote commerce,
and cammerce.and fisheries are the sources of navigation and naval power, which
are the principal supports of a maritime state.”*

Thus every occupation that tends to afford subsistence to the poorer classes, and
to prevent idleness, deserves encouragement. Fishing, in this respect, demands
particular attention, having advantages which few other employments possess.
Many of the avocations of the labouring class of the community, are prejudicial to
their health; but fishing creates a hardy race, inured to danger and fatigue, and ren-
dered capable of extraordinary exertion, Such men, familiarized to the watery ele-
ment from an early period of life, .and in some degree, acquainted with navigation,
make excellent seamen in the time of war; and when peace renders their services np
longer necessary, they easily return to their former occupations.

Fisheries supply the poor with food at 2 moderate expense, and are the support of
thomanda not only in England and Scotland, but in many other parts of the world.
Salted fish forms a considerable branch of trade, and the catching and curing them
employs a numerous class of people, who are thus enabled to support themselves and
their families in a decent and comfortable manner. The oil obtained from fish, is
an article of very great importance, both in an economical and a commercial point
of view. In this respect, the whale fishery is very productive, and has been
carried on by most of the nations in Europe. It was begun by the Biscayans, who

™ Various writers have, at different times, endeavoured to call the attention of the English to the fisheries
vn their coasts, by pointing out the advantages derived from them by the Dutch. ¢ Upon taking an account
of the several trades and employments,” says Puckle, * by which the Dutch subsisted, in order to find which
best deserved the protection and encouragement of the public, it appeared, that anno 1668, the subjects of the
- states-general were 2,460,000, of which, besides those employed in the inland fishery, 450,000 were main-
tained by fishing at sea, and the arts depending thereon.”” England’s Path lo Wealth and Honour, in a Dia-
logue bétween a Duichman and an Englishman, by J. Puckle, London, 1707, p. 17. ’

This confirms Sir Walter Raleigh’s Observations presented to King James, and shews that the learned Sir
John Burroughs, in his Sovereignty of the British Seas, upon good grounds affirmed, that the fish yearly taken
by strangers, did amount to above ten millions sterling. Ibid. p. 19,

Another writer, speaking of the abundance of provisiens in Holland, says, < all which they have, not only
in 2 competent proportion for their own use, but are likewise able from their several magazines, to supply
neighbour countries : the premises considered, it maketh much to the ignominy and shame of our English na-
tion, that God and Nature, offering us so rich a treasure, even to our own doors, we do, notwithstanding, neg-
Bect the benefit thereof ; and by paying mohey to strangers for the fish of our own séas, impoverish ourselves
to make them rich, insomuch, that.for want of industry and care in this particular, 225 fishing-towns are de-
<ayed.” London's Blame, if not us Shame, by Thomas Jenner, 1651, p. 1.’

Vor. 1L ‘ M
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had been a¢customed to catch fish on theit éwn shores, and in the neighbourhood
of Ireland. Having afterwards extended their fishing expeditions to Gtreenland, &
spirit of emulation was excited in the D'utch,'whb about the beginning of the 17th
century, first sent vessels to prosecute this branch of industry.® In some years they
had in the northern seas nearly 200 ships, and sometimes the numbey of fish taken,
amounted to above 2,000.+ Montesquieu says, that the Datch whale fishery starcely
ever brought any profit to those engaged in it, but he admits that it was beneficial
to the country, by giving employment to ship-builders, mast-makers, dealers in pro-
visions, and other trades-people, who had shares in it; for if they lost by the fishery,
they made considerable profits by building and fitting out their ships.t

It has been doubted, whether living entirely on fish be conducive to health; and
some writers speak of akind of eruption, or cutaneous disorder, which at times has
prevailed in Iceland,§ Denmark,| and Norway, as being caused by this food.
Debes¥ mentions a similar disease common in histime, in the FeroelIsles, which he says
was occasioned by the people feeding partly on fresh, and partly on half putrid
fish. Lant,** however, remarks, that at present this disease is scarcely known; and,
therefore, it is probable, that attention to cleanliness, or an improved mode of life,
may have contributed to the extirpation of this loathsome malady.

According to Pontoppidan, a leprous eruption is observed among the inhabitants
of Norway, but he states that it is not infectious, like the leprosy of the East. Tt
seems, however, to be an obstinate disease, and even whén taken in time, it is seldom
so perfectly cured, as to prevent all danger of recurrence: this learned author adds,
that a similar scorbutic disorder has been known in North Hollahd, where the air is
damp, and the people live much upon fish.++ Mr. Barrow speaks of a similar dis-

sase prevatent among the poor fishermen in China.ff
ot is the opinidn of 2 medical writer of some ‘eminence §§ that fish §s puatrescent,

* Zorgdragers Opkomst der Groenlandsche Visschery. In o’Gravenhage, 1727, 4to. p. 207,

4+ In the year 1701, the number of fish caught was upwards of 2,070; in 1718, the ships sent out amounted
to 194, ibid. p. 304. .

3 Esprit des Leis, 1. xx. ch. 8. CEuvres, vol. ii, p. 228.

¢ Olafsens und Povelsens Reise durch Island. Kopenhagen und Leipzig, 1774, 4to. vol ii. p. 38.

|| Thaarup Vessuch einer Statistik der Danischen Monarchie, Erster Theile, p. 108.

1 Faroernes Beskrivelse, p. 283.

#+ Description of the Feroe Islands, p. 412. *

+ Pontappidan Norges Naturlige Historie, vol. ii. p. 416-417. The author refers to the Dutch edition
of Howel's Letters, from which he gives the following quotation: ¢ Wy zyn in Noord-Holland en ik heb
nooit wader zo weinig volk zo veele met lazerye besmet gezien als hier, Waarvan de reden gezed wordt te
zyn dat zy 2o veel versche visch ecten. Howel's Cemeenzame Brieven, 1. deel, 2 boeck, no. 18, p. 151,

11 Travels in China, p. 558,

¢¢ Dr. Falooner in his Remarks on the Influence of Climate, Situation, Nature of Country, Population,
Nature of Food, and Way of Life, on the Disposition, &c. of Mankind, London, 1781, 4to. p. 346.
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and less nutritive than flesh ; red blood, upen which the strepgth of the body in a.

_ great measure depeads, is more aparingly produced.* This is exemplified in those

countries where the religion of the Roman Catholic church is prevalent, as well as
by the Banyan nations of the east, who are principally supported by a fish diet. He
takes notice also of the opinion, that this. food is more favourable to the increase of
our apecies, than either animals or vegetables. This was hinted at by Dr. Arbuth-
not,+ and afterwards suggested by Montesquieu;} but Haller appears to be of a
different.opinion, though his inference wag drawn more from reason than experience.§
Dr. Jobn Rheinold Foster has given some instances in one of his publications, which
seem to indicate, that a fish diet has no such properti¢s; and neither Strabo, Diodo-
rus Siculus, nor Arian, all of whom describe several nations as living entirely om
fish, bave alluded to this quality, or remarked, that such countries were distin-
guished by being more than ordinarily populows. This subject, 35 it is rather more
than a questiop of mere cugiosity, deserves further investigation.

The fishexies of Ireland may beclussed under four heads :—

1st, Inland fishary ; 2d, the white fishery, comprehending chiefly cod, ling, &c.
8d, the berring fishery ; and 4th, tha shell fishery for lohstexs, oysters, kc.

All the lakes, and many of the rivess, abound with trout and pike, the former of
which are ia season the whole year; and thongh fy-fishipg is practised in summer for
auaysoment, the fish ju general are caught with ngts. Trout attain to a very large
sigs, and are remarkably well tasted. Dr. Dayy, in ape of hig lectures at the Royal
Institution, remarked, that those trout are the best which frequent water flowing over
alcarequs soil : he accoumted for this circumstance on philosophical principles,
and the truth of his theory is fully confirmed by the superiority of the Irish trout,-
the beds of many of the rivers cousisting entirely of limestone.|] In the districts
around Lough Neagh, and the lakes of Westmeath, they form a considerable part of

s Mines utique pisces alupt minis sanguinis rubei facient, minué dadt reboris quam caraes: ut eam debi-
litstem, of g0 expestus perceperim et invenias tempore q,umira‘mmah ab aliis esse perceptam. Halleri
Physiolog, lib. xix. ¢ 3.

4 'On the Nature of Aliments, ¢h. iv. prop, 1. ¢ 18.

1 Dans les ports de mer od les hommes s’exposent 3 mille dangers et vont mourir ou vivre dans des climats
reeulés il y amoms d'hommes que de femmes; cependant en y voit plus d’enfants qu’ailleurs: cela vient de
In factlits deo la subsistance. Peut-étre méme que les parties hujleuses du poisson sont plus propres 3 fourni
cette matiere qui sert 3 la generation.  Esprif das Lois, livre xxiii. ch. 14. (Euvres, vol. iii. p. 71.

§ Non adeo absque ratione monachi generationi non destinati 2 Romani ecclesid aut ad majorem aut ad ’
unicum piscium usum legibus adstringuntur. Haller Phys. lib. xix. ¢ 8.

fi 1l passe nean moins pour certain que la qualn(e des eayx et de la nourriture influe beacoup sur la bonte de
ces poissons.  Duhamel Traite des Pesches, p. ii. p. 283. ’

M2
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the food of the inhabitants. In Lough Derg, which divides Tipperary from Gal-:
.way and Clare, and which forms only a part of the Shanuon, there is a trout
called the Gilray, which is distinguished from every other specics by having a
gizzard like that of a fowl.

Pixe is found in several of the rivers of Iretand, as the Rhyn, and the Nine-'
Stream river, near Turvey, in the county of Dublin.: They are also met with in those:
of Kilkenny ; and as the fish of running water, are accounted more delicious. than
those of lakes or ponds, what are caught in these rivers ought to possess superior-
qualities.* According to Dr. Smith, they are found in the Black-water, and loughs-
in Carbery, a barony in the county of Gork.+ They abound likewise in many
of the lakes of Ireland, and some grow to a very extraordinary size.

" The SaLMoN is mentioned by Pliny ;1 but it seems not to have been known to the
Greeks, for it has never yet beew found in the Mediterranean, and those people had
very little intercourse with the northern countries where it abounds. In Europe,
Kamtschatka, Greenland, Newfoundland, and in the northern parts of America,
it is plentiful. Notwithstanding it is a sea-fish, it proceeds up rivers to deposit its
" spawn in some favourable place; and it is remarked, that when it has once made a:
choice, it returns to the same spot again, like the swallow to the building where
she before had constructed her nest. The latter circumstance has been long ascertained,
by marking the bird; and the former was proved in the following manner by the-
French naturalist, De la Landes: having purchased from the fishermen of Cha-
teaalin, a town in Lower Brittany, where about 2,000 salmon are caught every
year, a dozen of these fish, he fixed copper rings round their tails, and set
them at liberty ; the fishermen assured hime afterwards, that the next year they:
caught at one time, five of these marked salmom, avother time threq and 2 tbmi-’
time the same number. Co

In spring, as soon as the ice begins to break, the salmon seek the fresh water;
and it is observed, that they ate found in much greater numbers in those rivers which
discharge themselves into the sea by a narrow mouth, than in those which spread to
a considerable width. They generally enter the rivers m spnug, taking the tlde
and the wind, which the fishermen call the salmon wind. -In the warmer parts
of Europe, this ascent takes place in February and March; but in the colder, in
April and May. They are fond of water which flows with mpidity, and where the
bottom consists of pebbles and sand ; here they remain till antamn, and having
deposited spawn, they proceed back to the ocean; a few, however, contin@g

# Rutty’s Nat, Hist. of Dublin, vol. i. p. 365; Tighe's Survey of KiMny, p. 186.
4 Smith’s Nat. and Givil Hist. of Gork, vol. ii. p. 311,
& Hist. Nat, lib, ix. cap. 18,
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sometimes the whale winter in fresh water; for it fréquently happens, particularly
in Sweden,. that the streams freeze so early as to prevent their return. In Ireland:
also, salmon are found in some of the rivers throughout the whole year. When.
salmon enter a river; they do so in numbers, arranged in two rows, forming the two
sides of a triangle, one of the largest being commonly stationed at the summit ; and
if they meet with any obstacle which deranges this order, they resume as soon as
they have past it, their former positions. They swim always in the middle of the
stream, and near the surface of the water, but if the weather is stormy or hot, they
cantinue their course pearer the bottom. Their keeping at the surface, and in the.
middle of the stream, arises no doubt, from their fondness for currents; for it is
known by the experiments of Mariotte, that a stream is always stronger in the mid-
dle than at the sides, and that water flows with more velocity near the surface, than
at a greater depth. ,

Salmon take long mlgrauons, and if they meet with a waterfall.or barrler, spring
over it by putting their tail to their mouth, so as to form their body into.
a circle; in this manner they are able, if the water be deep, to throw them-
selves to the height of five or six feet; when they reach the summit of the fall, they -
strike the water with their tail, as a sign of their satisfaction, and proceed . onwards ;,
if they fail in their attempt, they renew it after a short rest, and continue in this
manner till they accomplish their end, or discover the impossibility of succeeding, - .

When salmon arrive at a place where two rivers meet, one of which is rapid and
the other still, they first enter the former, but afterwards proceed to the latter, with,
a view, perhaps, of finding a2 more quiet place for depositing their spawn; they
prefer algo rivers closely bordered with trees, because they are fond of the shade,
and of gool water ; on the other hand, they avoid rivers, the mauths of which are
beset with buildings, as has been experienced by the fishermen in Sweden.* They
do not readily proceed from rivers into small streams, the mouths of which are
shallow, except.in stormy weathey, when the water is so turbid, that they are not
able to see their way, The floating of wood drives back salmon, and they seldom
approach places where there are buoys, or moveable objects of the like kind: they.
are scared also by any thing that is red, and, therefore, it is advisable not to cover houses
near salmon fisheries with tiles of that celour; saw-mills, in consequence of their
noise, frighten salmon as well as other fish, and if the former, when they approach
the coast, or the mouths of rivers, hear any noise, or perceive seals, their mortal ene-
mies, they immediately retire. In the year 1743, whole shoals of salmon were
sent back into the sea, from the mouth of the river Tornea, in Sweden, by the firing
of a few three-pounders belonging to the arullery +

» &'0 Abhnd, Vd-.xill. pn l“& ° . * nu. Vd'! ii. Pl l‘.‘
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Salmon are caught in great abundance in Sweden and Nbrway sometimes’two
thousand are brought in a fresh state to Bergen in a day.* The Norwegian
fishermen catch these fish, by covermg the rocks near the places which they fre-
quent with chalk or lime; this_gives them the appearance of the foam thrown up by
rivers when they rush with violence into the sea, and attracts the salmon towards
the nets.+

Irish salmon is supérior to any I ever tasted; when in season it is interspersed
with a milky substance called the curd, which is always a sign of its being fiesh,
this quality is lost if the fish be long kept, or sent to a distance. Of late years
~ salmon have become scarce, in consequence of their being destroyed by the country
people during the season of spawning, though there are acts of parliament ex-
pressly prohibiting that practice.

The two largest salmon fisheries in Ireland, are at Ballyshannon, in Donegal,} and |
Coleraine, in Londonderry ; the former belongs to Admiral Pakenham, the latter to
the London Society, whe have leased it to Irishmen, by whom it is re-let ata
considerable profit to a company who keep fast sailing smacks, to convéy the fish
to anerpool and other plaeee In 1796, the salmon sold here at 8d. per pound,
but in 1808, it was as high as 1s. 2d.

In the month of September, 1808, I visited the famous salmon léap, which is
within 2 mile of Coleraine, and I observed the salmon springing from the water in
hundreds ; but ¥ was not se fortunate as to see any of them throw themselves up the
fall. In the year 1776, about 1,400 were caught here at one haul, and 800 at the
next. Some fish have been taken here which weighed sixty-two pounds.

There is a considerable salmon fishery on the coast of Antrim, ata place called
Carrick-a-Rede, which consists of a small rock connected with the main kand by
a very extraordinary fying bridge. At a particular season of the year, the silmon
proceed along the coast in.search of the rivers in which they anoually cast their
spawn; and as they generally swim near the shore, the fishermen take:care to
project their nets in those places where they may be most certain of mterceptmg
them. .

» Pomppidan Norges Naturlike Historie, Andea Deel, p. 917.

4 Blech’s Naturgescheohte der Fische Dewtshlands Erstqr Theil, p. 168-172.

1 Sept. 8th, 1808. Ballyshannon.—This town situated upon the Erne, is famed for its salmon fishery,
which is let by Mr. Packenham for £1,200. per annum. The falls vary according to the foods of Lough
Erne, which empties ifself 3t this place into the sea after passing Belleek ; the weight of this immense sheet
of water, rushing through 2 narrow passage, makes the fall exceedingly rapid, but it is not of great height.
Salmon are killed here, weighing upwards of forty. pounds. The salmon in Lough Erne increase in sise in a
wonderful manner ; some young ones, which were marked when going up into the lake, have been caught on
their peturn, and faind sa Rirge, that they must have increased at the rate of 11b. pes wesk.
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Carriak-a-Rede is the only place on this regged cotst which i¢ swised for the put-
pose ; but it is separated from the adjacent land by a frightful chasm, full sixty foet
in width, at the bottom of which the sea dashes its impetuous waves against the
rocks with an incessant roar. The island, or rather rock itself, is inaccessibles,
excepting in one spot, where a luxuriant herbage flourishes ander the shelter of an
impending cliff, and where a fisherman’s cot hss been built; bot the wildness of
the coast, and the turbulence of the sea, render it difficult to land here, unless the
weather be exceedingly caim.

That satural ingenuity, which is often so conspicuous smoag the rudest peapls,
bas suggested to the Irish fishermen the idea of throwiag a bridge of ropes from
the main land to this island, 2 work they accomplish every year in a very ca-
Tious manner ; on the commencement of the salmon fishery, two strong cables are
extended across the gulf by an expert climber, and frmly secured by fastening
them to iron rings, which are mortised into the rock on both sides; upon these ropes
a numbet of boards about a foot in breadth, are placed side by side, supported at cer-
tain intervals by cross cords ; and in this manner a pathway is formed, which though
broad enough to admit a mam to walk, does mot hide from view the rocks and
raging sea beneath, which present to the astonished eye, the most awful appearance ;
at the same time, the swinging and undulation of the bridge itself, and of a singhe
hand-rope, which serves instead of a rail, excite no very pleaing sensations in pos-
sons of weak nerves, who tread npon 0 unsteady a structure.*

The manaer in which the fish are caught hete is as follows: “ The wet is pro-
jected directly outward frem the shore with: a slight bend, forming a basen, in the
direction in which the salmon approach ; from the remote extremity, a rope is con-
veyed obliquely to another part of the shore, by means of which the net may be
swept round at pleasure, and drawn towards the land; each person is then provided
#ith a heap of stones, and as soon as the watchman perceives the fish approachiag,

* Bridges constructed in a similar manner, but with this difference, that the passengers canvey themselves
over in a basket, suspended from one of the ropes on which it is made te glide, are to be found in soms parts
of South America: one of them extending from one mountain to another, over a chasm of immense depth,
is mentioned by Ulboa in his Travels through that country. Another of the same kind in Africa, between the
mountain Beni Jasga, and a neighbouring one, is described in the following manner by Leo Africanus : Fujus
montis accolee ditissimi atque civilitatis amantissimi sunt ; jam dicto monti sic adjacent, ut eo_tantum de quo
Jam locuti sumus fluvio sejungantur ab se invicem ; atque qud facilius ab uno moute ad alium transeant, mirum
inter duos quendam exstrugerunt medium inter duos montes pontem, idque ea feré industria : ad utrumque
latus infixi sunt pali, in quorum summitate quibusdam rotulis injectus est funis, ex hoc pendet ingens quadam
sporta, quz decem hominum capax esse potest, idque ea arte, ut quoties in oppositum migrare montem vo-
lunt, sportam conscendunt, atque attracto fune ex quo dependet sporta facillimé rotularum anxilio per asrem
trans fluvium illun vehuntur : verum istud interdnm non fit sine maximo vitz discrimine, idque prasertim
si aut sporta, aut funis aliqui in parte sint attrita : addé quod maximum interdum ea loci distantia adferat

bominibus terrorem. J. Leonis Africa Deseript. Lugd. Bal. Elevir, 1633, p. 471,
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he gives the watch-word, and the fishermen laying hold of the oblique rope, the

‘net is bent round so as to enclose the salmon, while the others keep up an inces-
‘sant discharge of stones, to prevent the fish from retreating, until the net has been
completely drawn round them; when this is accomplished, they all unite their
‘strength, and qmetly drag the net ‘and fish close to the rocks.”*

The rivers in the county of Kilkenny have been long celebrated for their salmon,
-the catching of which was of far greater importance some years ago than it is at
present. Much wassent to Dublin in a fresh state ; this was accomplished by means
.of a slight boiling, called setting, as soon it was taken fromxthe water ; of late, how-
«ever, a very superior method of preserving the fish in a marketable state has been
-adopted, by packing them in'boxes with ice. For this useful art we are indebted
-to the Chinese; and in consequence of its .introduction into this country, the Lon-
-don market is now regularly supplied with fresh salmon from ‘the remotest corners
of Scotland.+

The country people in Kllkenny catch salmon with a snap-net suspended between
two cots, which are small boats, flat-bottomed, narrow, equal at both ends, and go-
‘'verned by paddles ; two men are in each boat, one of whom conducts it; when the
-fish feels the net drawn, the boats are immediately closed. The fish thus taken are
sold chiefly at Ross and Waterford ; and jolters find it worth their while to go from
Kilkenny to Ross to purchase salmon, in the latter at three-pence per pound, which
they retatl in Kilkenny for four-pence, these are the usual prices: they generally
take upon a small car about three hundred weight, put into two small baskets.}

On the Nore, as far as the tide extends, there are several weirs for the catching of
.salmon ; most of them are ebb ‘weirs, open to the descending currents, and are fished
only during the latter half of the ebb. The wings, which are staked and wattled,
project through that part of the river where the current is weakest, so as not to
impede the navigation, and are only as high as the surface of the water at half flood.
At the angle formed by their juncture, the fisherman has a seat raised upon four
framed posts, where he holds the net. Flood weits are more injurious, as they catch
the fish in their ascent ; of these there are few either in the Suir or the Nore. In the
Barrow there are no weirs, but the quantity of fish has been much lessened by the
‘navigation and mills ; as the river is slower, and more weedy, its salmon are in less
estimation than those of -the other rivers, though formerly, perhaps, more numerous.

Above the place where the tide ceases, they are taken in different ways, of which
cross fishing is the most destructive. The quantity wf salmon, particularly in the
Nore, has decreased very much within the last forty years, owing, perhaps, to various

+ % Hamilton’s Letters concerning the Northern Coast of Antrim, p. 105-109.
* 4 On scait qu’a la Chine on forme sur des batteaux des especes de glacieres, au moyen desquelles on trans-
“porte i Canton du ponsson frais et bon 3 manger, qu’on a pris dans des provmces fort eloigees Dukamel
Traité des Pesches, P, ii. p. 283.

1 Tighe's Kilkeany, published in 1800, p.151.



INLAND FISHERIES—EELS. 8 |

causes ; one of the principal ‘s, the number of mills, into the dams of which, the
young fry enter, and [are there destroyed. In these .pools, it is said, they have
been taken up in such quantities, as to be given to the pigs. This is a great abuse
of the indulgence which millers enjoy, of being permitted to convert a public stream
to their private benefit.

Another injury to the salmon fishery is the practice of catching them out of
season, at illegal times, and in illegal ways. There are, indeed, many acts of
parliament which expresaly forbid abuses of this kind, bnt they are not much
enforced.*

There is a considerable salmon fishery on the River Liffey, inthe county of Dublin,
belonging to Sir William Worthington ; which gives employment to eighteen men,
six on the river, and' twelve at Poolbeg, from the first of January to Michaelmas.
During the season, from ninety to two hundred fish are caught every week, which
are sold on an average at from sixteen to eighteen shillings each. The fishery
extends from the weir at Island Bridge, to the Light-house at Poolbeg.+

In the Nore a fish is found called the salmon peal, which has a great resemblance
to the salmon, but it is not so large. I never heard of any that exceeded twelve
pounds in weight. Willoughby considers this fish as a young salmon ;} but Mr.
Tighe says that the fishermen always assert, that the salmon and the peal are distinct
species, and that they can distinguish the fry of the one from that of the other.
The fry of the peal are said to come down the rivers later than those of the salmon,
and the peal itself mounts the river at a different season.§

EcL weirsare common in almost all the rivers of Ireland. ~% There are some large
ones at and near Enniskillen, where great quantities of these fish are caught. They
are not natives of the lake, but come from the sea when very young, and are inter-
cepted on their return. They never take a bait, nor are they ever known to eat any.
kind of food. Lord Belmore has kept some in boxes for a year, and found this to
be the case. The country people catch them by extending across the water a band.
of hay, in which they get so entangled, as not to be able to disengage themselves,
and by these means are easily taken. Those which proceed up into the lake return
in autumn, and at that period they weigh, on an average, about three pounds each.
They are sold at Enniskillen for five or six shillings per dozen ; but if sent to Dublin,
they bring 16s. 3d. - Those not sent to the capital are cured in barrels, each of which
contains eight dozen, and are sold at Belturbet fair at 40s. per barrel. Eighty dozen
are sometimes caught here in one night.”}|

Near the falls of Belleek, in Fermanagh, there is an eel weir belonging to Mr. Paken-

* Tighe's Survey of Kilkenny, p. 149-152, 4 Archer’s Survey of Dublin, p. 120,
_ 1 Hist. Pisc. p. 191. * ¢ Tighe’s Survey of Kilkenny, p. 154,
|| Extract from my Journal, Castle Coole, Sept. 5th, 1808,
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bam, which is let at £120. per annum, and there are three other weirs near thas
place, which are let at £100. each. "

There is an eel weir also near Ballyvally.* At Golerzine there is an eel fishery
belonging to Lord Donsgal, who lets it for £1,000. per annum. Eels are sold here
at four-pence the pound.+ This fishery has been the subject of much litigation be-
tween the London Society and the family of Donegal; and in 1802, the dispute was
still pending in Chancery. In the reign of James L., the Lord Deputy Chichester
obtained a grant of fisheries onthe Bann; but this grant was afterwards repurchased
in favour of the London Society, In the time of the Common Wealth, Cromwel
granted to one of the Skeffington family, the right of the eel fishery of the Bann, in
licu bf a certain pension which this family claimed from government. After the
Restoration, the Londoners agreed to take out a new charter ; but Lord Chichester
had the precaution three months before, to obtain from the crown a grant, not only
of his former possession, but also of the fishing from Lough Neagh to the rocks, that
is to say, to the cuts. In this transaction, the lease granted by Cromwel to Skef-
fiagton was conveyed over to Chichester. It appears, however, that Skeffingion
remained quietly in possession of the fishery for many years; till having ousted a
tenant, who was acquainted with the history of the whole affair, this person apprized
the Donegal family, who then took the occupation from the Skeffingtons mto their
owa hands, and put their own tenants into immediate possedsion.

The eels come up.from. the sea in the beginning of May, and having fattened in
Lough Neagh, and the upper rivers, they return in September to breed. In these four
months they increase from the size of a small pack thread, to the thickness of a man's
wrist, and in some instances to that of - his leg.}

The copnty of Dublin is distinguished for the goodness of its eels, some of which
are caught in Tullagheen river, and near Fieldstown, where they are exceedingly
abundant. They are called silver eels, on account of their white colour, which they
acquire from the superior purity of the water; the bottom consisting either of sand
or gravel. Those that live in mud are yellow bellied; and of a less agreeable taste.§

The sand eel, which is about seven or eight inches long, is very frequent in the
loose sand near the sea coast in various parts of the country. Dr. Rutty says it is
agreeable food, and serves to supply the necessities of the poor. |t

These sand eels are found in great namber at Ross Strand, and in the great sandy
beach near Castlefreke, in the county of Cork. They are from six to twelve inches
in length, have a sharp snout, with an almost transparent body, and are a very de-~

* Journal Church Hill, September 6th, 1808, ¢. Rutty’s Natural History of Dublin, p. 852.
4 Ibid, September 16th, 1808. i Ibid. ibid.

«~ 1 Sampson’s Survey of Derry, p. 328-—330.
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Jicate fish for the table; in taste somewhat resembling the smelt.” In the beginning
of the summer they make their appearance on the coast, and are then taken with
small nets, the meshes of which are very close. In September and October they come
higher up upon the sands for the purpose of spawning, and the quickness with
which they pierce the sands, with sharp snouts and slender bodies, is truly
surprising ; for, unless speedily secured, they penetrate to a considerable depth and
escape. When the tide has retired, the peasants assemble in great numbers on the
strand, with shovelsand baskets ; and while the men turn up the sand, the women
and boys collect_the fish; they seldom fail to return with a full load. The night,

"as'well as the day, is employed in this occupation; and sometimes a thousand

persons, who exhibit a curious and interesting scene, aré engaged in it at one
time. 'Some, standing up to the middle in water, scrape through the sand with an

“old reaping-hook fastened to the end of a stick, and throw the eels on the shore.

They are sold in the markets of Cloghnikilty, and while the season lasts, they ma-
‘terially contribute to the subsistence of the poor.*

Whether the inland fisheries of Ireland, as at present carried on, are useful or
detrimental to the country, is a point which requires some consideration ; for it can
hardly be supposed, that the benefit arising from the food which they supply, can
be any equivalent for the mischief they occasion from the damming up of the water,
by which thousands of acres are flooded at all seasons, and the quantity of land
thus destroyed to render these beds prolific. Besides, they are the source of law
suits without end, occasion frequent quarrels, and are the cause of much ill-will
among neighbours.+

A great portion, of the inhabitants of Ireland being catholics, to whom large
quantities of fish are necessary for Lent and fast days, fisheries in such a country,
are objects of no small importance. This food is much in use among the people, yet
the land carriage is both inconvenient and expensive. London is tolerably well sup-
plied with this article, by machines, in which they are con‘veyed from Harwich, Brigh-
_ ton, and other places ; but in the mackarel season it must yield, in this respect, to Paris,
though the latter stands at a much greater distance from ‘the sea. In the maritime

*» Townsend's Survey of Cork, p-356, 357.

4 Theauther of the Survey of Clare says, that eel weirs are the chief cause of the very great damage done
to lands on the banks of rivers ; but chiefly those built of stone with a narrow mouth, for if they are con-
structed with wattles like those in the Shannen, the mischief is by no means so great, because the water finds
a passage through them. An eel weir that lets for, perhaps, ten pounds per annum, is frequently the cause of
damage to land to the amount of upwards of a thousand pounds a year, and often much mare ; yet the pro-
prietors of land have not the spirit to bring it before a jury, though, it is highly probable, that it is illegal to
erect any others than those constructed with wattles, or at least it ought te be so. Dutton’s Survey of Clare,
p. 23%. - ~
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counties of Ireland fish is not uncommon ;* but in the inland parts, such as Carlow,
it is exceedingly scarce.

Dublin is remarkably well supplied with “fish ; but this lund of food falls chiefly
to the opulent class of citizens, and is by no means the common subsistence of the
inhabitants of that populous city. The number of wherries belonging to the county

.in 1801, were as follows :

Howth - - - - - 7
Buldoyle - - - - - 9 .
Mallahide - - - - - 3 P
Rush - - - - - 16
» Skerries - - - - - 36 it
Balbriggen - - - - - 9 e
Ringsend - - - - - 7
Total - 87

These wherries carry each seven or eight men, and receive a bounty from govern-
ment of twenty shillings per ton. The hands are all engaged upon shares, two of
which go to the owner of the wherry. Those, therefore, which carry eight hands
are divided into ten shares. In the season they catch cod, ling, haddock, ray, her-
rings, %&. They generally complain that the parliamentary bounty is too small,
on account of the great rise of iron, hemp, and other articles necessary in their
occupation. .

‘Besides these wherries, there are about twenty smacks and five seine nets, occu-
pied in the salmon fishery between the Bay of Dublin and Dunleary. These smacks
receive no bounty, and with many other small boats are employed in the proper sea-
son in catching herrings. At Dunleary there are also eleven yawls, and at Bullock.
seven, engaged in fishing for whiting, pollock, and herrings.+

At Kinsale there are four hundred boats, called hookers, generally of about twenty
tons burden, employed in fishing, which afford an ample supply of fish to the
markets of Cork, Kinsale, and Bandon. . These vessels are excellent sea-boats ; they
go out in all weathers, and are exceedingly serviceable to ships in the way of pilotage.
Four men form the usual complement of each crew, and their service, both as fisher-
men and pilots, is deemed of such utility, as to procure them ap exemption from im-

* April 8th, 1808. There is an excellent fish market at Galway ; the greater part of the people of the neigh-
bourhood being fishermen. A large sized turbot may be purchased here sometimes for 16d. A crown iy
cansidered as a very high price. Salmon costs 15d. per pound ; at the time of the aspizes it is 25, 6., hut
sometimes it is so low as 6d.

¢ Archer’s Survey of Dublin, p, 119, 1320,
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pressment. These men seem to be bappy only on the water; living chiefly in
their boats, while their domestic concerns, and the curing of such fish as are not
sold fresh, are consigned to the management of the females.*

The author of the Survey of Down says, “ the fisheries on that part of the Irish
coasts would be extremely valuable, were proper attention paid to them. Boats
from Rush go thither, as was formerly the case from Liverpool, to trawl in Dua-
drum Bay, and carry off great quantities of turbos, sole, plaice, cod, and haddock,
whilst the inhabitants of the shore, for want of proper apparatus, get comparatively
very few. At Bangor there is a considerable fishery of sole and plaice with a few
turbot, and in winter of cod and excellent oysters.

“ The coast of Down abounds. also with whiting, gurnard, sea trouts, mackarel,
skate ; and about the Copland Islands, and.on the northern and eastern coasts, there
is found a small red codling, much better tasted than the common cod, but it is net. -
so fit for salting, as it does not take the saltso well.”+

In the course of my tour along the southern coast of Ireland, I found that the
people in the vicinity of the shore lived in a comparatively comfertable manner, in
consequence of their using fish as a part of their food; and I have no doubt that
the seas around, Ireland, if proper exertions were made, would be found to supply
cod, ling, and, other fish in abundance, to enable the Irish, without going far from
their own shores, to participate in that trade called the white fishing, which was car-
ried on.ly-the French and English, for the supply of the Spanish, Portuguese, and
[talian markets with salted fish. It is well known that abundance of cod are caught
in the northern seas by the Danes and Swedes ; but particularly by the Dutch, who,
besides the salt fish which they purchased of the Icelanders, caught a great many
also in the neighbourhood of the Shetland Isles, and in returning from the north,
often continued their fishing pn the Dogger Bank till the winter.}

The place best adapted for carrying on an extensive fishery in the neighbourhood
of Ireland, is the Nymph Bank, ten or twelve leagues south-south-east from Dun-
garvon, which was discovered in 1736, by Mr. Doyle, who sailed thither in com-
pany with seven men, in a small vessel called the Nymph, mounting twelve guns.
Mr. Fraser, who was appainted by the Dublin Society to examine the means of im-.
proving the agriculture, fisheries, and other resources of the counties of Waterford, -
and Wexford, drew up a report on the advantages presented by this fishing bank,.
which was.'presented to Mr. Abbot, then secretary, wha thought it worthy of parti-.
cular attention, Mr. Frazer sailed from Passage, in the harbour of Waterford, in a.
revenue cutter, and standing out to sea to ascertain the depth of water and the ex-
tent of the bank, found uniformly a depth of forty fathoms; and wherever the,

* Townsend’s Survey of Cork, p. 556. + Survey of Down, p. 261.
_} Duhamel Traite General des Pesches, ij. Pa;tieg p-.1Q9.
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bottom was muddy, he never failed to catch sbundance of cod, hake, and ling,
bat in those parts, where the bottom consisted of fine sand, he met with no success.
At the distance of about three leagues from Helvockhead, fish became so plenty, that
in the course of a little time he got abundance of plalce, soles, and all kinds of ground
fish.

At the distance of about fifteen leagues from the coast, the high lands of Dun-
garvon bearing north and by west, he found forty fathoms water, and the bottom
gravelly, with an admixture of shells; here a cod was caught of a very large size,

.and full fed, together with ling and some exceedingly fine hake; and Mr. Fraser re-
marks,  that had he been inclined to continue the experiment, he might have
caught whatever quantity of fish he wished.” This survey continued six days, and
in that time it was ascertained that the bank abounds with fish; that the uniform
depth of the water is about forty fathoms; that the bank extends about ten or fifteen
leagues, in a direction from south-east to north-west ; and that it is sufficiently large
to furnish employment for many hundred vessels, which would no doubt meet with
success.* To this account Mr. Fraser subjoins several certificates signed by persons
who had frequented the coast for seventeen years, which not only corroborate his
statement, but point out various advantages of this bank, such as its proximity to a
number of excellent harbours and markets where the fish might be sold.

“ Encouraged by repeated trials, in which, though successful beyond expectation,
he was butill prepared with proper bait, Captain Wilby, who commanded the cruizer,
resolved to place it beyond all doubt that this fishing bank is one of the richest trea-
sures of which Ireland or any other country can boast ; he procured plenty of good
fresh sprats for bait, and stood out to sea until the tower of Waterford bore north-
east by north, distant nine leagues, and Helvock Head about ten leagues, soundings
thirty-eight fathoms, with a bottom of flinty pebbles and shells. Having here cast
anchor, he caught, in the space of two hours, 203 of the largest fish he ever saw,
consisting of hake, cod, and ling, but chiefly the two former, also abundance of
skate and of bream.”

Mr. Fraser farther says, * that this bank or fishing ground, which seems an im-
mense plain at the bottom of the sea, being rather an extetision of the coast than a

" ridge or bank, undoubtedly contains such abundance of fish, that it seems surprising
that an extensive fishery has not been established here long ago. The sea also
nearer the shore teems with fish, sufficient in ‘general for the subsistence of the
fishermen and the adjacent towns. For this reason these people fish close to the
shore rather than go out to this bank, and they are more inclined to pursue this
indolent method, as they are prevented, by poverty and want of capital, from build-
ing vessels fit for that purpose. But if bounties were granted by government to

» Gleanings in Ireland, p. 40—42.
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induge them to fit out and navigate vessels of from 28 to 60 tons burden, and offer
premiums for the curing of fish in a proper manner, either for home consumption-
or exportation; there cam be little doubt that a fishery might be established. on this.
bank, equally productive as that at Newfoundland, and which, besides other advan-
tages, would form an excellent nursery for seamen.”

Mr. Doyle, who gave the first account of this fishing ground, remarks, that in
consequence of its-situation, the fish, by being preserved in well-boats, or merely:
salted, might be carried with great benefit to Dublin, Liverpool, Bristol, Chester,
%c. London, which at present receives a great proportion of its fish from the Dog-
ger Bank, from other places in the North Sea, and from the north-east coast of
Scotland, might be much better supplied from this bank. Favoured by the westerly
winds, which prevail so much on the goast of Ireland, fast sailing well-boats would,
in fine weather, effect a passage from the Nymph Bank to Gravesend, the distance
being scarcely 150 leagues, in the course of three or four days; whereas the well-
hoats from the north-east coasts can sometimes with difficulty reach Gravesend in as
many weeks. Besides in the latter, by the agitation of the sea, the fish are so much
bruised and injured that they are bardly fit for sale. The grand object,. how-
ever, is to grant such encouragemest to the fishermen as would induce them to
catch the fish, and cure them in the sxme manaer as is practised at Newfoundland.

Mr. Fraser, in his Statistical .Sm'vey, of Wexford, complains much of the want of
barbours as beiong a great impediment to the progress of the fisheries in that part of the
country. He says, * that in the course of the investigation respecting the Nymph
Bank, it was discovered that.the most certain and abundant fishing ground is to be

d adjacent to the Saltees on the southern const of the county; bot from the want of
a harbour to rum into, this fishery cannot be follewed by native fishermen in their
open boats, either fromthe adjacent coast or the barbour of Waterford.”*

Two very small harbours have, indeed, been formed, one at Fethard, and another
at.a place called Gross Farnogue, in the bay of Ballytiesgue. The latter, which is
best adapted for carrying on the fishery, has been erected by the fishermen them-
selves, with the assistance of a.small subscription from the gentlemen aad ptincipal
farmers in the neighbourhood. '

Inadequate as this little harbour is, it has enabled the fishermen to enlarge the
size and extend the number of their boats, of which there are now. about twenty, af
from twelve to fifteen tans burden, employed principally in catching lobsters, which
the larger boats carry to the Dublin'market. This fishery is carried on in summer,
during which they take also considerable quantities of cod and ling, mullet, gurnard,
and other small fish. The winter fishery, which would afford them much employ-
ment, a8 well in pursuit of the cod as the herring-fishery, they are unable to fol-
low, for the want of a harbour sufficient to shelter their boats.

* Frazer's Survey of Wexford, p. 22.
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Mr. Fraser strongly recommends the formation of a good harbour here, which,
he thinks, would contribute greatly to extend the fisheries, as it would not only be
a great convenience to the adjacent fishermen, but to those from the bharbour of
Waterford and other parts of the'coast. He mentions also two other places, where

- harbours would be of especial service to the fisheries, and prove the means ‘of afford-
ing useful employment to the people. The first is near Carnsore Point, where the
inhabitants are distinguished by their industry, both as farmers and fishermen. The
second is at St Helen's, near Greenore Point, where an admirable harbour might be
formed, with a bason, which by a convenient back-water, might be so-constructed
as to be an excellent place of shelter for coasting and other vessels of a moderate
burden.*

Itis remarked by Dr. Smith, in his Natural Hlstory of Waterford, that this part of the
coast is particularly adapted for the rendezvousand breeding of fish, and he enumerates
the following kinds as frequenting it: hake, ling, cod, whiting, whiting-pollock, mae-
karel, red gurnard, grey gurnard, called by some knowds, bass mullet, bream, soles,
dab, plaice, fluke, turbot, and sometimes the halibut, skate or ray dog fish, and
herrings. * The cod caught on that coast, according to this author, are preferable
to those found in the American séas, or on the banks of Newfoundlaund, and, per-
haps, for this reason, that being less numerous, they are better and fuller fed.+

But the superiority of the Irish cod may be owing to another cause, for if it be

true that the Newfoundland cod are always caught out of season, this alone will
account for the difference.f

Dr. Rutty says, that though Ireland is frequently supplied mth salted cod from -

Newfoundland, both the cod and the ling caught on the Irish coasts are very well
cured by the Fingallians at Rush and Skerries. These fish, after being seasoned
with the best English .salt, are dried in the sun; but in the night-time, and when the
weather happens to be wet, they are always removed into the house. Care also is
taken to press:them down daily with weights, in order to give them form. They
are afterwards preserved in straw, and acquire such 2 good quality that they are
accounted preferable to the foreign fish, being firmer, swell more on being watered,
and have a much better taste.§ '

The circumstance of taking the fish in, during the night, in the course of
rpreparation, demands particular attention; as it seems to confirm, in some
measure, ‘the observation which has been made, that the climate of Ireland.is un-
favourable to the curing of cod in this manner. Some years ago, 2 Mr. Snow,

an Englishman, who purchased an estate in the north of Ireland, with a view of

* Statistical Survey of Wexford, p. 22-24. - + Nat, Hist. of Waterford, p. 258, 26 1.
1 State of the Hebrides, by J. Anderson, L.L.D. F.R.S. F.S.A. Scot. Edin. 1785, p. 13. note.
¢ -Rutty’s Nat. Hist. of Dublin, vol. i. p. 353.
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prosecting the flaheries, is sdid to have found, that although cod is to be caught
there in'gteat quantities during the winter months, the climate was so damp that
it was with difficulty he could get them properly dried. To obviate this inconve-
nience, he constructed a kiln, in which, by means of heated air, without smoke, he
found that fish could be thorovghly dried at a very small expense, whatever might
be the state of the weather. But this kiln with ki othet buildings, was pulled down
by the natives soor after & was erected, and he himself, with his wife and childyen,
ebliged to fly, to avoid-the fory of these ignorant people. Mr. Snow afterwards
erected another kiln' on the same plan in the neighbourhood of Dublin, for the
inspection of a commnittee of parliamvent, from: whith he was soliciting aid. The
writer from whom this account is borrowed, says, that he saw the report of the com-
mittee; which highty approved the inventiow, and he thinke that fishi may be thus
cured wherever the state of the air may render it necessary.* '
The western shore of Ireland is, probably, better adapted for the: hérring fishery ;
but if another kind of boat were employed, there is reason to conclude: that the
white fishery might be carried on here to a very great extent. The only boats used
at present, consist merely of a wooden frame, covered with a horse’s or bullock’s
hide;# they are of various forms; according to the custom of the country where they
are made, but they are all so exceedingly buoyant, that few accidents happen to

s Anderson’s State of the Hebrides, p. 306. note.

+ When at Malbay, on the coast of Clare, it October, 1809, Isaw some of their skin boats, which the
people call canoes.” They are of a different form fromthose used in Donegal and Sligo, and cost about 2 gui-
neaand a half. For making one, two cow hides are sufficient; the hair is turned inwards, and they are sewed
together with worsted thread, which swells when it becomes wet; on the outside they are daubed over with
tar., ‘TFhese boats are about fifteen feet in length, five in width, and two in depth. They are navigated by
four oars, which are worked by twomen, They have no keel, and both ends are shaped alike, so that they
can be made to move either way with the same ease. They are still the same kind of vessels as were used
in the remotest ages. Solinus, cap. xxv. speaking of Ireland, says: Mare quod Hyberniam et Britanniam
interlait, undbsum et inquietum toto in ammo, non nisi aestivis pauculis-dicbus est navigabile; navigant au-
tem vimineis alveis quos circundant ambitione tergorum babulorum. Pliny also speaks of the Britoas cross-
il over in them to Ireland : Ad eam Britannos vitilibus navigiis coriis circumsutis navigare. Hist. Na.
lib. iv. cap. 16. Lugd. Bat. vol.i. p.234. These boats are of great antiquity, for a similar kind are de-
scribed by Herodotus as being used by the Armenians. They were of a round form, and constructed of
osier twigs, wove together like a basket and covered with skins. The Armenians employed them for con-
veying merchandise down the river Euphrates to Babylon, and particularly jars of palm wine. In each,
along with the load, the} put an ass ; and on their arrival at Babylon, as these vessels could not be directed
against the stream, they sold the basket-work,: put-the skin which' covered’ it upon the back of the ass, and
retarmed home.  For a new expedition 2 new boat was constructed.  Herodsl. lib. i. cap. 195, edit. Glasg:
1761, vol.i. p. 427. Boats of this kind are still used on the Euphrates, and are mentioned by Colonel
‘Taylor, in his tour over-land to India.—They were employed also by the Sabeans, a people of Arabia. Ta» 3
TaPiln ypireai xal 7ol hpparivo dx sy wopnorg, didasxbons Ty xpliar g dvawimdes xalwip o TpUPH
xarayiopinas. Agartharicides de Rubro Mari, p. 64; in Hudsoni Geog. Feteris Scriptores, vol. i. Strabo
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them. The author of the Survey of Clare,* alluding to the structure of these boats,
says, that no beneficial fishery can be established there, until companies are formed,
which shall be able to fit out vessels sufficiently large to navigate the sea as far
as the banks of Newfoundland. It is well known that myriads of excellent fish
frequent’ the great bank which stretches nearly from the coast of Galway, in an
oblique direction to Newfoundland, at.the depth of from twenty to thirty
fathoms; and of various breadths, from fifty to one hundred miles and more,
extending from lat. 53° N. long. 10° 10’ to lat. 45° and long. 53° west. The
Danes, we are told, by means of a fishery which they established here, in the ninth
and ‘tenth centuries, carried on a most lucrative trade with the south of Europe,
and furnished Ireland and other countries with wine and many southern produc-
tions. The French have had, at some periods, more than 500 vessels employed
in this trade, and though the western banks have been occupied by the English,
the middle ones remain almost unknown; but it is highly probable that they would
afford large quantities of fish, as the whales which used formerly to proceed from
the eastern coasts of Greenland, towards Newfoundland, and the coast of New Eag-
land, have been banished by the Americans, and now make their way across the
great bank, somewhere about lat. 50°, and between 30° and 40° of west longitude ;
passing the western coasts of the Azores, Ascension, and St. Helena, towards the
southern frozen regions, where tlley are caught by the southern whale fishers, who
follow them from England and America.

Mr. Dautton farther states, that “ the western coast of Ireland is so pecullarly well
adapted for an extensive fishery, that 2,000 vessels might be easily loaded in a sea-
son with fish of various kinds, and of the best quality. To accomplish this, a
company, with a large capital, must be formed, and there is every probability that
no speculation could be more profitable to the subscribers. To the proprietors of
land it would be highly advantageous, as- the improvement of land and the con-
sumption of produce would necessarily keep pace with the prosperity of the fishing
company ; not only from the consulmption of the fishermen, but from that occa-
sioned by the great number of boat-builders, coopers, salt-makers, sail and rop)
makers, &c. and their families, which such an undertaking would require. As a
nursery for the best kind of seamen, to a nation, the existence of which dépends al-

gives a similar account of the Sabzans: orris ox” avra dia Twr crows dypuarivoss roveis.  Strab. Geog. lib.
- Xvi. Amst. 1707, vol. ii. p. 1124. According to the same author, they were used by the people in Spain,
vol. i. p. 284, These boats are mentioned by Festus Avienus; by Lucan, lib. iv. and by Czsar, who em-
Pployed them in Spain, having learned in Britain the method of constructing them. De Bello Civili, lib. i.
cap. 54. they are used at Seringapatam, the skeleton being made of bamboo, instead, of wicker. Wilkes's
Seuth of India, p. 417.

» Dutton’s Survey of Clare, p. 231.

5 f o

- [P )

R

31'([

RSN



WHITE FISHERY. %

most entirely on her navy, the advantage of such an establishment must be incal-
culable.”*

This writer also remarks, that it is generally believed that a very productive
turbot fishery might be carried on at the mouth of the Shannon; yet rio exertions
are made, in consequence of the poverty of the fishermen; few, if any, belng
able to expend fifteen or twenty guineas for a trawl. But, besides poverty, there
is an impediment in the laziness of the people, which will prevent any under-
taking of this kind from being conducted with spirit or success ; and it appears that
nothing effectual can be done in this way, unless some individual of property, or
a company, would embark in the business, and oblige the fishermen-to submit to
such regulations as might ensure a profitable return.+

At Liscanor Bay a considerable quantity of ‘small turbot are caught, and, in gene-
ral, are sold at a reasonable rate, at least, when compared with the price at Dublin.
But the banks that produce the large fish are, for the most part, too distant from the
shore to permit the owners of the small boats to avail themselves of the advantages
which they present. Even the fishermen of Galway and Kilrush, who bhave boats
able to stand the sea, neglect this treasure ; because they are timid, and afraid to ven-
ture to so great a-distance from the shore.} Smith, in his Natural History of
Waterford, makes a similar remark respecting the fishermen on that part of the.
coast: “ They are not only unskilled in the art of navigation, but their boats are
open, and too thin-sided to bear or brook a tempestuous sea; the terror of which,
and of going out of sight of the land, where they fear to be drove beyond their
knowledge, are invincible  impediments to the progress which might have long
since been made.§ :

‘Skate is very common on the coast of Derry ; abundance of haddocks are also
caught, and are sold at from 6d. to 1s. 6d. each. Cod and whiting are also found,
with plaice, flounders, soals, and turbots. No town in Ireland is better supplied with
the last-mentioned fish than Derry. A large one may be bought sometimes for about
S 8| -

A fish called the sun- ﬁsh is sometimes to be met with on this coast. One of them
taken soon after the siege of the city, is depicted on a map of that day ; another was
. caught at Culmore- some years ago; and a third in the summer of 1802, near the
mouth of the Bann, resembling, in its form, the head of a fish which had been ampu-
tated.1 This fish seems to be of a different species from another of the same name,
which yields abundance of oil, and is caught on the coast of Cork.**

The shad, (clupea alosa,) according to Dr. Rutty, has been found not only in Lough

* Dutton’s Survey of Clare, p. 229, 231. || Sampson’s Survey of Derry, p. 339.
+ Ibid. p. 228 and 297. 1 1bid. p. 335.
1 1Ibid, ib. p. 234. #» Smith’s Natural and Civil History, vol. ii. p. 299.

¢ Smith’s Nat. Hist. of Waterford, p. 277.
Oe
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Neagh and Lough Erag, but also in the Liffey, near Rings Ead. This fish, called
sometimes the mother of the herring, is supposed to have been known to the angient
Greeks and Bomans. It is found in the Baltic and North Sea, and alsa in the Me-
diterranean ; and, like the salmon and ather sea fish, goes up the rivers in spring
to deposit its spawn, after which it returns to the salt-water.

Dr. M‘Parlan, in his Survey of Sligo, remarks that many consider sprats (clufua
spratius) as young herrings, and that, as numbers are caught, the herrings are les-
sened, and the survivors are frightened from the coast.* The idea of the sprat and
the herring being the same fish, was adopted by Willoughby+ and other naturalista; .-
but it is controverted by Rutty} and by Bloch,§ both of whom assign reasons suffi-
cient to prove that they are of a different species. The sprat is found in the Liffey,
between Dublin and Island Bridge, and also on other parts.

Carp are not natives of the north of Europe; they were brought from the south,
and introduged into England by Marshal, in 1514 ;|| and into Denmark by Peter Oxe,
in 1560.1 They are commen also in Holland and Sweden :** but it is remasked,
that the further north they are taken, the more they degenerate; and, therefore,
many ship loads of them are sent from the Prussian barbours to Russia and
Stockholm.+ Dr. Rutty says they were first brought to Ireland in the reign of king
James; and that this fish and the tench, though they grow large in gentlemen’s
' ponds, do not breed there, but in some of the loughs in the county of Wexford.}f
Carp and tench are found in the Barrow; but it is believed that they were
conveyed thither from ponds at Low Grange, which were broken down by a
' flood. The tench is more commonly taken than the carp, ,which is a shyer
fish.§§ The Sturgeon, according to Dr. Rutty, appears sometimes in the Bay of
Dublin ; and he mentions one, six feet long, and three broad in the thickest part,
which was caught in September 1746, between that place and the Isle of Mau.
Another, ten feet long, said to have weighed 300lbs. was taken, in 1754, in a river
near Dundalk.[ii Dr. Smith states that this fish has occasionally.come up the Black-
water and Bandon rivers ;11 and Mr. Tighe speaks of its bemg seen, though rarely,
in some of the rivers of Kilkenny.***

Formerly the herring fishery on the coast of Ireland was thought worthy of atten-
tion, and a considerable quantity of herrings were exported, so long ago as between

. M‘Parlan's Survey of Sligo, p. 77.  + Ichth, p. 122. 1 Rutty's Nat. Hist. of Dublin, p. 362, 363.
¢ (Ekon. Naturgeschichte der Fisch Deutschlands Erster Theil, p. 265.

|| Pennant’s Brit. Zoology, vol. iii. p. 358. ¥ Pontoppidan Naturgeschichte, von Danemark, p. 190.
#» Lioné Fauna Suceica, p. 128. n. 359. + Pontoppidan Naturhist. von Norwegen, part ii. p. 236.
Blochs Naturgaschiehte der Fische Deutsehlands Erster Theil, p. 119. 11 Rutty’s Nat. Hist. of Dublin,

vol.i. p. 366.  ¢¢ Tighe's Survey of Kilkenny, p. 156. ||| Rutty’s Nat. Hist.of Dublin, vol. i. p. 363.
91 Smith’s Nat. and Civil Hist. of Cork, vol, ii, p. $21. #++ Tighe’s Survey of Kilkenny, p. 156.
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the years 1580 and 1655 ; at least, there is reason to believe so from the frequent
mention of them, both fresh and salted, in the Dutch lists of articles published
duﬁng that period, liable to pay increased duties on account of convoy and licenses.*
Of late years, however, it seeme that this branch of fishing has much’ declined, in
consequence of the fish having deserted the coast. Dr. Smith says, * the most noted
part of the sea-coast of the county of Waterford for the herring fishery was, a few
years before he wrote, at the mouth of the harbour, where they were first caught in
abundance by a great pumber of boats which resorted thither for that purpose. The
berring fishery there was the best regulated, perhaps, of any on the Irish coast ; because
it was under the government, laws, and inspection of the members of that corpora-
tian; but it has failed surprisingly of late, and is now almost dwindled into nothing,”+
Mr. Townsend gives a similar account respecting the county of Cork: herrings and
other fish, which were once found there in abundance, have disappeared; so that
there is now no fishery worthy of being mentioned.}

At Arklow, in the county of Wicklow, forty-five boats, six hands in each, are
employed in the herring fishery. From eighty to one hundred mease of herrings
are caught by each boat in the season, and sold at the average price of 14s. per
mease. The rent of the fishermen’s cabins is from £3. to £5. Seme pay one
shilling a year for the ground, and raise the buildings themselves. The children,
during the vacant season, are employed in making nets; and, at the same time, the
fishermen dredge for oysters, which they carry to Liverpool, and- bring back in
return earthenware and coals. If the herring season, however, be boisterous, the
profits arising from the draught of fish is very inconsiderable ; because the boats, from
the wretched state -of the harbour, are liable to be damaged, and often wrecked.
This is an inconvenience which ought to be removed, especially as the harbour, for
avery small expense, might be rendered safe and 'commodions for boats of every
description.§

About fifty fishing boats ply about Killala, and are sometimes tolerably successful ;
but Dr. M‘Parlan remarks, that under an idea of the herrings having deserted the
coast, the fisheries in the neighbourhood of Newport and Westport had been totally
- meglected.| 7

In Sligo, and on the whole of the north-west coast, the herring fishery was of great
importance till the years 1783 or 1784; but after that time it failed entirely. A-

* Groot Placact-Boeck vervattende Placaaten Ordenantien onde Edicten van de Doorluchtige Hoogh Mog.
Heeren State Generael der Veernighde Nederlanden by een gebracht door M. Cornelis Cau. In s’Graven
Hage, 1658, eight vols. vol. i. p. 2361—2508.

4 Nat. and Civil Hist. of Waterford, p. 268. 1 Survey of Cork, by the Rev. H. 'lbwmd, p. 396.

¢ Fraser’s Survey of Wicklow, p. 256. |t Susvey of the Gounty of Mayo, p. 96.
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few herrings are still caugbt durmg the summer season, but the quadtlty is so small
as scarcely to be worth notice.*

On the coast of Donegal the hemng fishery was carried on with great spmt a
few years ago, under the patronage of the Rt: Hon. Burton Conyngham ; but the fish
" are said to have deserted this part of the coast in consequence of a red animalcule,
perhaps, the cancer halecum, with which the whole surface of the water seemed.to be
covered, and which is supposed to be the food of the herrings. The establishment
formed by Mr. Conyngham for pursuing this fishery was situated in Rutland Island,
so called after the Duke of Rutland when lord-lieutenant, where a village, with
every necessary building and accommodation for salting and curing the fish was
erected, at an expense, to himself, of £38,000. and ,£20,000. granted by parliament.
The streets of the village were 40 or 50 feet in width; and, when built, inhabitants
were invited, and furnished with boats, nets, and other apparatus. Roads were cut
over places before thought impassable, and every exertion was made to create a sale ;
but, though. this undertaking proved so successful at first, as sometimes to give
employment to 300 vessels and 1,200 boats, and that £185,000. was received in
cash, in the course of two months, the herrings disappeared, and the whole scheme
entirely failed.

Mr. Dubourdieu, in his Survey of Down, says: “ herrmgs have been frequently
taken in large quantities in Strangford lake, where it is said they are to be had the
whole year; but, with respect to fatness or flavour, they are much inferior to those
taken on the coast of the main sea. From what cause this degeneracy proceeds,
- whether they go into the lake to spawn, or whether .their food there is of a
worse kind, I cannot take upon me to determine ; but the fact is, we would rather
give five shillings the hundred for those taken in the open sea, than three shillings
for those caught in the lake. Sometimes herrings come close to our shores, but in
general, they keep farther to the east, towards the Isle of Man; the boats from New-
castle generally pursue them there; they are brought to this country for sale, and are
dispersed through it by fish=carriers, who attend upon the beach and purchase them
from the boats as they arrive. The Isle of Man herrings are generally very large,
fat, and well-flavoured.”+

Herrings are found on the coast of Derry, but they seldom approach the shore in
large shoals. They are often known to pass to the westward, pursued by the por-
poises, and a few of them are taken sometimes at Portrush.

The herring fishery in Ireland, from all my information, is at present in a very
declining state. The assertion that these fish have deserted the coast, seems to admit

. * M‘Parlan’s Survey of Sligo, p. 77. ’ +‘ Survey of Down, p. 2561.
1 Sampson’s Survey of Derry, p. 343.
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of considerable doubt; perhaps, the Irish fishermen, from their unskilfulness, and
the boats in use, are not enabled to proceed to that distance from the land where
it is likely-they would be found. I am not singular in this opinion: Lord
Sheffield says, “ the north-western fishery of Ireland, although so promising, is yet
in a very mean state ; there is little to mention except what nature has done; and
surely, all things considered, she has done as much for Ireland as for any part of
Europe. We learn, that in other parts the herring is an uncertain fish, but we have
not heard that it ever entirely failed on this coast. Unfavourable winds prevented
. the herrings from embaying sufficiently early the last season, to enable Ireland to
furnish the usual quantity for the West Indies, consequently, the price rose to £4.
the barrel in those Islands. It is probable the fishermen too soon despond of finding
fish, and sometimes the disappointment happens through want of sufficiency of buoy
rope. - The three first nets or dippings were proved twice, and only straggling her-
rings found in them: on proving them a third time, there was the same appearance ;
but, on taking in the nets to change ground,’it was found that the buoy of the centre
net was burst, by which it sunk five feet of the line; upon drawing it into the boat,
it was full of herrings. From this circumstance it is conjectured that the want of a
sufficiency of buoy-rope is the reason country fishermen are so often unsuccessful,
although immediately above the herrings.” o

“ Perhaps, if the hint given by Mr. Pennant was followed on the coast of Ireland
as well as of Scetland, it would be as useful a kind of bounty as could be offeredby
government, viz. each year to send out small vessels to make a thorough trial in evegy
branch of the sea; they would, undoubtedly find shoals in some of them, which
together with sounding the banks, and examining the coast, might be performed
by the sloops or cutters appointed to enforce the necessary regulations of the fish-
eries.”* ‘ ‘

Complaints of the scarcity of fish, are frequent in other countries, and
particularly in Norway, where it is said, that the fisheries have considerably de-
creased in the course of the last thirty or forty years. Ou this subject, Thaarup
remarks, that fish cannot be equally abundant in all years, as natural events,
the state of the weather and the atmosphere, have a considerable influence
and are often the cause of failure. It is generally found that the productiveness
of fisheries are in the inverse ratio of the greater or less fertility of the earth; so
that the former are attended with the greatest success, when the country suffers most
by bad crops.+ Never were fisheries of every kind more productive than in the

s Observations on Manufactures, Trade, &c. of Ifeland, by Lord Sheffield, 3d. edit. London, 1785, p. 127
——1”_ ¢ . . . .

+ Whether this rule holds good in other countries, is a question which seems to deserve investigation. In
: Norway
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years 1740 or 1745 ; but these yeun were the worst in regard to scarcity and famine
that Norway ever experienced. We must not, however, conclude, because some
years have been unfavourable to fishing, or because variations have occasionally taken
place, that the fisheries in Norway have decreased.”* This writer seems to be of opi-
nion, that the bad success which has attended the fisheries, is owing to the manner in
which they are conducted, being left -almost entirely to peasants little acquainted
with the business, and umprovided with large boats and other necessary apparatus.
These people carry on their fishery in a very irregular manner, they have no
settled plan, are subject to no laws, and are without the inspection of a head or
director to prevent disputes, and preserve subordination. This state of things gives
rise ta much jealousy and ill will, and ‘produces incessant quarrels and litigation,
which the government sometimes finds dificult to adjust.+

It has long been observed, that human nature, making a small allowance for habit
and custom, is in all countries the same ; and, therefore, it is not surprising that
similar causes should produce among the people of different nations who follow
the same occupation, similar effects. The above account of the fishermen of Norway
corresponds exactly with that given by Mr. Dutton in his Survey of Clare, respect-
ing the same description of people in that part of Ireland. ¢ Though the numerous
bays and creeks,” says this writer, * from Loophead to Kilrush, are admirably well
adapted for the fitting out and shelter of fishing-boats ; yet, from the poverty and lazi-
ness of those who are capable of pursuing the fishing business, it is not carried on
with the spirit which such undertakings require. Sometimes in the herring season,
upwards of two hundred boats, but frequently not more than half that number, are fitted
out at Kilrush, Carrigaholt, Querin, and other creeks ; and as the fishery is uncertain,
a bad season completely ruins these poor men, who expend their all upon their
boats; and other fishing apparatus. On the contrary, if some person or company of
praperty, who had sufficient authority to make the fishermen comply with the ne-
cessary regulations, would embark in this fishery, there can be'no doubt that a pro-
fitable return would be obtained. At present, from the want of some respectable

Norway it is accounted for in the following manner: ¢ When the winds blow with violence towards the
. coast, they drive the fish into all the bays, creeks, and inlets, but at the same time they carry with themn a
cold damp vapour, and this vapour spreading, fills the whole atmosphere with thick heavy fogs, which, inter-
cepting the solar rays, prevent the earth from enjoying the usual benefit of their warmth.”” Afhandling im
Saltvands-Fiskerierne i Norge of C. G. Molberg, a prize essay in- Det Kongelige Landhuusholdings—Selskabs
skrifter. Kiobanhavn, 1790. Tradie Deel, p. 351, Lord Sheffield says, that it is the north-west wind which
throws the herrings towards the coast of Ireland. Has it ever been observed in that country, that when the
fisheries were productive, the crops turned out-bad ?

* Versuch einer Statistik der Danischen Monarchie von F. Thaamp l(openhagen, 1795. Erster Theil,
P 400,

+ Ikid. ibid.
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person to enforce good order, these people generally elect the oldest boatman as ad-
miral, and the next in seniority as vice-admiral; but neither of these has sufficient
power to enforce the laws or regulations which they have agreed to obey, for the
good of the whole who are concerned. It is generally believed by the fishermen,
that if the herrings are disturbed for a few days in the Shannon, they will retire from
it; yet, though they are persuaded of this, they generally attempt to steal out at
night on the first appearance of the shoal. This being observed by others, they all
steal out in succession; and whether from this or from any other cause, they fre-
quently return without a single herring, loading each other with imprecations for
having broken their agreement, which they consider as of so much importance.”*
Fisheries, conducted in this manner, can succeed neither in Norway nor in Ireland ;
the people must be encouraed,” and assisted to provide larger boats and better appa-
ratus ; they must be instructed in the best methods, and, instead of being left to fol-
low their own ruinous system, be placed under the inspection of persons properly
qualified to direct, and possessed of sufficient autharity to subject them to such re-
gulations as might be best calculated to ensure successto their exertions.

But, although Thaarup disputes the assertion that the herrings have decreased
in number, he admits that they have retired more towards the coast' of Sweden,
a circumstance which seems not at all improbable. Another Danish writer says,
“ In regard to salt water fish, which are the objects of great fishing establishments,
experience shows that they not only appear in less numbers one year than another
in the same part of the sea, or on the same coast, but that they sometimes entirely
desert a spot where they were formerly found in abundance. This may be occa-
sioned by various causes. Some disease may arise among them, or some natural
change hurtful to their fry may be occasioned, either by subterranean vapours, or
the vicinity of acrid mineral waters ; or the bottom of the sea to a certain extent may
be so altered by the accumulation of earth or mud, as to render it unfit for the resi-
dence of fish; and they may be prevented from approaching certain points of land,
and particularly inlets and bays, where populous towns, are situated by the establish-
ment of manufactories, from which corrosive, acid, or poisonous liquors may be
conveyed into the sea. The noise of cannon from fortresses, ships of war, as well
as the firing of small arms, frighten away fish which are accustomed to swim near the
surface of the water. Strong stormy winds which take place at those seasons of the
year, when fish approach the land, can either be favourable or unfavourable to their
arrival in certain districts. The increase of fish is much impeded by their being
caught in spawning time, and some kinds are lessened by the increase of others pos-
sessed of more strength, especially when the former are the food of the latter.”#

* Survey of Clare, p. 227, 228.
'$ (Economisk Magazin, tem. v. p. 327. Sec also Pontoppidan’s Danske Atals, tom, i p. 637,
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The same author says that seals are exceedingly destructive to fish in the neighbour-
bood of the coasts, as otters are to fresh water fish in rivers. Many become a prey
also 10 sea-fowl when fry, and numbers fall a sacrifice to whales, and other tyrants
of the seas, which swallow them by thousands at a time. This is the case in par-

ticular with herxings,, which are gaid to be drjven from the polar regions by these
mossters,* and are sometimes observed in the, nplghbourhood of our coasts, closely
followed by porpoises and other ravenqus fighes, . . .

If fish be subject to periodical changes of their placen of resort, althoqgh herrings
may not be found regularly close to the Jrish coast, there is no reason to conclude
that they have entirely deserted it. In reasoning on this subject, men are too apk
ta place reliance on vagne reports, and neglect to pursue means necessary to diaco~
ver the truth. The gompany established at Rutland Island intrusted, no doubt,
the management, of their concern to persons properly qualified, and supplied them
with vessels. and every apparatus adapted to the trade. It is, however, severil
years since their attempt failed ; and, even if it be gdmitted that the fish then with-
drew, it does not follow, that they may not have returned, or gone to some other
part of the coagt. I am inclined, therefore, to believe, that if the Irish fishermen
possessed mose.spirit and skill, and if they were to lay aside the use of their paltry
baeats, ‘which .are nqt calculated for remaining long at sea, they might meet with bet-
ter sucdek: - The Dutah, in their more fortunate days, when at liberty to carry on
the herring fishery unrestrained, did pot,seck for these fish on their own coast, but
proceeded to the North sea, and the neighbourkood of the Shetland Isles, remain-
ing out for many weeks, and ‘pursuing the herrings in. their, cqurse, as they pro-
ceeded towards the south. Had they waited on their own shores till ghey en-
tered into their nets, they never would have carried this branch of industry to such
an extent as'to render jt one of the chief sources of the opulence of their country,
The Swedish fishermen on the coast of Scania, some of whom do not posgess a sin-
gle acre of land, living entirely by fishing, sail sometimes to the distance of forty

» Frederick Martenz relates in his Journal of a Voyage to Greenland in 1671, that a whale was caught or
u[aqded among the Shetland Islands, which had in its stomach above a ba;u:l of herrings. Van een gestran-
den af gevangen noortkaper omtrent Hetland, vertraalt Frederik Martensz in zyn Groenlands Journal van
den Jaare, '1671, dat er meer dan een geheele ton hanug in“zfh lhacg ke-londén vierd: €. €. Zorgdragers
Blécifehde Apbomst der Aloude en Hedendaagsche Groenlandsche mawy Dl A mnbmb, in s'cmm
hayd) 1027 ; 4t p. 118. o ! R

A similar fact js selated by Harrebow.  ¢¢ The pepple of Iceland havmg got pos.mnpn of a whalq, ,wbu:h
venturing too ngar ! the land in pursuit of the torslr, while the tide was ebbmg, haPrpened to run on sbo[e, found
Jn its stomach on opening it, six hundred torsk ahve, besldes a number of sprats and some \vater-fowl ” Zue-
nrlasszgc Nachrichlen Jon Island, p. 215. LGN UL .

Sometimes when a whale emerges from the water with.a sudden spring to breathe, he throws up along
with the water a whole shovqer of herrings, some of which veTy ‘ol en fall into the boats of the fishermen, if
they happen to be near at the time. wamhavnslc—&lskabs Skrifter Ti iende Deel, p.'190.



HRBRING FISHERY; m

Engligh miles to pyrsug their occupation with more advantage ; hut these people
are from habit, good seamen, and employ large and strong boats, capable of wilb-:
standing a heavy sea, in which they can remain out several days and nights during
the severest weather.* S '

If herrings be still found in plenty on the western coast of Scotland, and am;m‘
the Hebrides, there can be nq just reasom why they should not also frequent on some
parts of the coasts of Ireland. Inthe year 1784 they were so plentiful ameng the
Hebrides, that as many were caught ip the course of seven or eight weeks, in a small
inlet called Lough-WYrn, which lies between Inverness-shire and the Isle of Skie, as,
if brought to markeg, would have sold for .£56,000. sterling.# In 1767 or 1768, se
great 3 quantity of these fish entered the same loch, that, from the narrows to the
very head, a distange of abgut two miles, it was quite filled with them ; and such
oumbers ran ou share, that the beach, for four miles round the head, was covered
with them, to the depth of from six to eighteen inches. The bottom of the lech,
also, as far as could be seen at low water, exhibited 3 similar appearance.; But, be-
sides being abundant, these herrings are said to be guperior in quality to those on the
eastern coast of Scotland 3§ and, consequently, they agre more proper tp be preparad
for sale by pickling, accarding to the method pragtised by the Dutch: ina commer-
cial poiut of view, they thus become an object of much greater importamce.

In the town of Stornway, in the island of Lewis, a property of the Seaforth fa-
mily, we have a most striking instance of the benefit which may arise to a remote
district of the empire from this fishery, when carried an under the auspices of a
Liberal and intelligent fandlord. The above family had been engaged in this business
from very early times ; butit was not nntil after the union that the merchants of Storn~
way obtained full scope for their enterprise and industry, as the Scots then got permis-
sion to export their herrings to the British West India Islands, and to all other places,
accompanied with the encouragement of a bounty. Since that period, Stornway has
heen gradually advancing in every species of improvement : about the middle of last
century, all the fish caught there were carried by hired vessels to their different
places of destination. In 1791, the inhabitants could shew in their harbour, in the
fishing season, upwards -of thirty sail of handsome smacks, of ~from twenty \to
seventy tons burden. Their town is a pattern of neatness and cleanliness; and whgp
a stranger enters the mapsion. of one, of these islanders, he will see placed befare )uu}
a piece of well-dressed highland mutton, some choice fish, and a bottle of port wing,
the produce of the haspitable Jandlord’s indypstry. A Roman emperor boasted, tfx_gt
‘he had found Rome.of brick and would leave it of marble; these people may claip

# Physik og Oekonomisk Beskrivelse over Oen Lesoe, af L. Bing. Kiobénhavp, 1802, p. 163. ’
. 4 Present State of the Hebrides, by J. Anderson, L.L.D. F.R.S. F.S.As Scot. Edin. 1785, p. 18, ,
t Ibid. p. 160. - ' .
§ Observations on the State of the Scotch Fishdkies, by P. White, Esg. Edin, 1792, p. 21,
P2
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a similar merit, though in a more humble degree, since their hamlet, by the fruits of
their labour, has assumed a new appearance ; and, besides inferior habitations, dis-
plays above a hundred houses substantially built and covered with slates.*

The coast of Ireland is but a short distance from the Hebrides ; and if the gentle-
men of the former, who have estates on the coast, were desirous of an useful lesson,
they might find it in the island of Lewis. They would there see what can be effect-
ed by the industry of a people excited by encouragement, and directed to its proper
objects, under the inspection of a liberal and enlightened proprietor. ‘

It appears strange, that the herrmgs should have deserted the shores of Ire-

" land, since they are still to be found in the neighbourhood. In the proper season

they abound also at the Isle of Man, and such quantities are caught there every year,
as to render this fishery of no small importance to the island. The average number
taken, is said to be between eight and ten millions ; the fishing season begins in July
and ends in September, and gives employment to between four and five hundred
fishing-boats, of about sixteen tons burden each.+ It does not appear, that, either
the inhabitants of the Hebrides, or the Manx fishermen, are obliged to go to a great
distance from their own shores to find these fish; and if so, what is there.to prevent
the Irish from participating in these treasures of the ocean, presented by the
bountiful hand of nature? It isa fact, that there neveris a season in which there
are not abundance of herrings in the sounds and narrow seas among the Western
Tslands, and around the Isle of Man, as well as every where else on the coast; and .
the Irish fishermen might find in those parts, would they only seek for it, sufficient
occupation, without encroaching upon private property. The Scots certainly can
have no more objection to the Irish fishing on the coast now, than they had for-
merly, when they experienced the most liberal treatment from the Board of
Customs in Scotland ; being permitted, ‘not only to fish wherever they thought
proper, but even allowed to draw the British ‘debentures on fish caught and cured
in those seas, in the same manner as if they had been natives of Britain.y I am
sorry, however, to find, that the Irish have not, on all occasions, manifested the
same unequivocal marks of good neighbourhood and friendship to the natives
of Scotland. About thirty years ago, herrings having appeared in greater quan-
tities towards the end of the season, on the northern coasts of Ireland, than
any where else, the Scots busses proceeded thither: at first, they pursued their
occupation unmolested, but in the winter of 1782, small fees were exacted by
some of the custom-house officers, for granting them permission to fish. In
the winter of 1783, this practice became general ; the buss was obliged to pay
two guineas for every boat she. carried, besides the duty for the salt and bar- .

» Wte'sStam of the Scotch Fisheries, p, 47—49.
4 Wood’s Account of the Isle of Man, p. 83 and 79.
3 Anderson’s Account of the State of the Hebrides, p. 120, _ -
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rels on board at the time, although they were never landed. Nay, in the year 1784,
the Scots fishermen were forcibly driven from the coast altogether, in consequence
of an association of the inhabitants formed for that purpose*.

I am of opinion, that the Irish fishermen were more enterprising and industrious
about half a century ago than they are at present. ' In the year 1750, some of them
are said to have frequented the coasts of Shetland, with small vessels called wher-
ries, each about twenty tons burden, and manned with twenty men, for the pur-
pose of carrying on the white fishery. They used no boats, but set and hauled their
lines from the vessel. All the fishermen had shares in these wherries, and at the
end of every week they carried their amount of fish on shore, and left it under the
care of one man to be dried.

This fishery was attended with considerable success till the year 1768, when a mis-
utiderstanding took place between the fishepmen and the gentlemen of the country; the
result of which was, that an information was lodged against them in the custom-house
of Lerwick, for having landed Irish salt; officers, therefore, were sent to the
place where their salt and fish were kept, and they being at sea at the time, both arti-
cles were seized and carried off.4

The annual migration of the herrings from the north towards a certain southern
latitude, and their dispersion to different parts, where they enter bays, creeks, and
even fresh water lakes, are phenomena in the natural history of these fish, never yet
explained in a satisfactory manner, though they are of the utmost importance to all
those nations that consider fisheries as valuible branches of national industry.
Issuing, it is said, from the frozen ocean, about the beginning of the year, and
forming themselves into two divisions, one proceeds to the west, and the other to
the east. * The western division reaches Iceland in March, filling all the bays,
creeks, and inlets of that island ; while the eastern takes a southern direction, and
separates into two branches, one of which passes along the coast of Norway, and
enters the Baltic through the Sound: the other branch of this division, having
reached the northern extremity of Jutland, separates into two large shoals, one of
which, running along the eastern coast of that peni\nsula, forms a junction, through
the Belts, with that in the Baltic. The other, passing to the west of Jutland, and
coasting along Sleswick, Holstein, and Bremen, enters the Zuyder Zee, and tra- -
versing it, returns to the North Sea. The second branch of the eastern division

» Anderson’s State of the Hebrides, p. 118—120. For these facts the author refers ta two Memorials, one
from the adventurers in the white herring fishery, to the Right Hon. the Board of Trustees, dated July 24th,
1783, in the hands of the late Lord Melville; and the other from the Magistrates and Burgh of Campbeltown,
for themselves, and in name of the adventurers in the white herring fishery, dated Nov. 1784, seat to Sic
Archibald Edmonstone, Bart. also an affidavit before the Bailies of Rothsay, in the hands of the same.

4 Prize Essays and Transactions of the Highland Society, val. i. p. 279,

-
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stretches away to the Shetlind and Orkney islands, and to the coast of Scotiamed.
Here they crowd inte many’ of the bays and crecks ; and dividing into two columns,
one proceeds along the eastern shores of that country, to Buchan-Ness, Abendeen,
and Dunbar, where the Tay fishermen catch large quartities, which are sold in
Ediobargh market. After passing St. Abb’s Head they approach Yarmouth, and
pushing past the mouth of the Thames, arrivg in the Downs ; while considerable
shoals detach themselves, and proceed to the coast of Holland, Flanders, and
France. - The second dolumn of this branch directs its course to the Hebrides; the
wastern coast of Scotland, and to Ireland ; at the two former places, as well as
on the coast of Wales, a great many are generally caught in the course of every
season.”’* . :

If the account given by Mr. Gilpin, the author of a paper in the Transactions
of the' Amerioan!Philosophical Society, be correct, the herrings may be still traced
acrois the Atlantic, and back to the Arctic regions from. which they set out.

« The twe divisions, that which passes on the western side of Britain, and that
which, going along the eastern, enters the Downs, meet'ih September at the mouth
of the Channel, near the south-east extremity of Ireland, and proceed towards the
American coast ; sb that next year, not one of them is to be found on this side the
‘Atlantic; about the end of January they reach Georgia and Garolina, and in
February are seen on the coast of Virginia. Hence they take an easterly course, to
wards New England, and separating into different shoals, enter all the bays, creeks,
inlets, and small rivers, in astonishing numbers, and shed their spaiva there till the -
end of ‘Aprili - The mother-fish then betake themselves to sea, and advancing
northward, reach Newfoundland in May. After this, they are no more scen in
America till they arrive agai the following spring. Their return to the American
coasts is earlier or later, according as the season is warmer or colder. Hence it is
probable, that these fish are fond of a certain. degree of warmth suited to their
nature, which they go in quest of by changing their latitude. Thus, in September
they are in the English'channel ; but when ‘the sun moves farther south, they seek
for a milder temperature ; and in America, when the weather becomes too warm, in
May, they depart, after they have deposited their spawn in fresh water, and pro-
ceeding towards the colder districts of the north, are enabled, in this manner, to
enjoy always that mean degree of heat best adapted to them, which seems to be that
found between the latitude of 87 and 43 degrees. ‘ _

“ The young fish remain, and are found in large shoals in all the bays, during:the

- summer, but in the fall they disappear. From this circumstance, and the *naturil
inclination of these fish, there is reason to conclude that the young ones pursue.

*+ Duhamel Traité Geaeml des Pesches, fol. Paris, 1773, partie ii. p. 342, 343.
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a different direction, and go in quest of the old ones, which they find abo.ut lat.

28° north, and long, 70» west. The old fish are much larger and stronger than the
young ones, and are first seen on the Awmerican coasts, but they are far less nu-
merous; and this, in all probability, arises from many of them having been de-
stroyed ‘in their long passage by fishermen and voracious animals inhabiting the
same eclement as themselves.”*

"This migration of herrings, from the north to the south, and again from the
south towards. the north, has been much doubted by several naturalists, as well
as by others who have written on the herring fishery ; and many strong reasans
might be adduced to shew that it bas not yet been established by such satis-
factory evidence as to entitle it to full credit,+ especially as the periodical ap-
pearance and disappearance of these fish may be accounted for ina much simpler
manner. “ The hernng,” says Bloch, * has this in common with other fish, that

o spawning time they quit their usual abode, in order to search for those - places
most convenient for depositing their spawn. Om this accaunt, they proceed, like .

ather species, from the depths of the acean, to perform this natural duty in the
shallows, where the bottom has been rendered rough by the rolling of the waves
and the motion: of eurrents. lInstinct, therefore, and not the dread of whales,
induces them to repair to these places: it is possible, also, that they may be

enticed thither by the aquatic iusects and worms, which serve them as food, and.

which are found near the shores. As all other fish spawn at three different times,

according to their age, and as the spawning of the same individual kind ‘may take-

place sooner or later, according to the temperature of the water and of the atmos-

phere, as is proved by daily eupemence in dur .rivers,} it may be amly concsived

why the herrings make their appearance at different times.”’§

This account seems to be:founded on reason, but it is still uncertain to what du-
tance. herrimgs proceed in their migration towards the south. Ded, who wrote a
natural history of this fish, published in 1752, asserts, that he caught and ate
herrmgs off Tangxer Bay ; and about three weeks after, in a calm day, saw four taken

among other fish with a seine aet between the city of Alboran and Cape Tres Forcas |

on the Barbary shore, about the latitude of 35° 30" south, and longitude 2° 00’ from
the meridian of London.|| Kolbe speaks of them as being caught at the Cape of

» Transact. of the Amencan Phil. Society, wol. ii. p. 296. :
4 See this point discussed at consndera'ble length in Anderson’s State of the Hebndes, edit. 1785. Appen-
dix, No. iii. p.346." ~ 7 _
1 ¢ I have often remarked thls in regard to the salmon.” Broch.
“§"D. M. G. Bloch’s (Ekopow;che Nalurgeschlhte der Fische Deutschhnds Erster Theil. . Berlin, 1783,
p- 241, 242,
H An Essay towards a Nat Hut of the Herrmg, by James Solas Dod, Surgeon, Lond 1752, p- 27

L,
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Good Hope; but he says, the Europeans who resided there in his time were not
acquainted with the method of salting and curing them for the table.*

Much difference of opinion has prevailed among authors, respecting the food of
the herring. Itis, in general, observed, that the stomachs of these fish are filled
with a slimy matter; hence some have imagined that they live on the slime of the
sea water, and that, on this account, their flesh is always so tender.+ Leeuwenhoek,
a2 most diligent and accurate observer of nature, found, in some which were caught
in March, in the Zuyder Zee, at which time they were seen in great numbers, a
small quantity of their own ova, which, being covered with a hard membrane, had
remained undigested, whence he concludes that they devour these when destitute of
other food.} He, however, thinks, from their being so fat, that they feed on )
small fishes, or animalcula, which have hitherto escaped notice, and that they move
about from place to place, as they meet with a more abundant supply of this
nourishment.§ It has been very justly remarked, in opposition to those who
believe that the herring lives without food, that it possesses teeth, which are never
given to animals in vain ; and Neukrantz positively asserts, that he found, in one
which he.opened, upwards of sixty very small crabs.||

It is well known, that the Romans ransacked every sea to procure luxuries for
the table, and sent to the coast of Kent for oysters ;q yet it does not appear that
they were acquainted with the herring : such, at least, is the opinion of Vossius,**
Schook,+ and other learned men; though Rondoletius, and some modern natu-
ralists, have referred them to different kinds of fish mentioned in the works of the
- ancients. The derivation of the word is even unknown,}} nor can it be exactly
ascertained at what time herrings were first caught for sale. Saxo Grammaticus,
who died in 1204, in the preface to his history, speaks of fish being so numer-
ous in his time in the Sound, that they impeded the motion of boats, and might
be caught between the naked hands without the assistance of any apparatus. If

* Beschreibung des Vorgebirges der Guten Hofnung, p. 196, 204. Kraschennikof says, herrings are
caught in great abundance at Kamtschatka. Krinitz Occon. Encyclop. vol. xx. p. 726.
4 E. G. Happelii Relationes Curios®, tom. i, p. 64. Anderson’s Nachricht von Island, p. 57.
1 Arcana Naturz, vol. ii. Cont. p. 50.
§ Thid. p. 52.
H De Harengo Exercitat. Medica, p. 28.
. b | ¢¢ Rutupineve edita fundo
Ostrea, callebat primo deprendere morsu.”

Juvenal, Sat. iv. v. 139.

#» De Idolat, Gent. }b. iv. cap. 27.

44 Dissertat. de Harengis vulgo Halecibus dictis Gromngae, 1649, th. 17. This author enters largely inte
the subject, as does also Neucrantz, a physician of Rostok, in a work entitled De Harengo Exercitatio Medi-
ca in qui principis piscium exquisitissima bonitas summaque gloria asserta et vindicata. Lubec, 1654, 4to.
. 'The latter devotes a whole chapter to it, p. 6. :

13 A German author says, that herring is an old German or Anglo-Saxon word, derived, in all probability,
’ from
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this account be correct, it alludes, no doubt, to herrings, which are still found
there in great numbers in the proper scason. We are told, also, by Olaus Magnus,
that fish were so abundant on the coast of Sweden, that they not only tore the nets
of the fishermen, but that if a-lance were stuck into a shoal, it would stand upright, as
if ixed in the ground.* The same author says, that these fish were caught in such
numbers, that the quantity salted was sufficient to supply food to the greater part of
the inhabitants of Europe.+ "The learned Selden asserts, that the Dutch obtained
permission from Edward 1., in 1265, to fish at Yarmouth ;} and Duhamel quotes a
charter of William duke of Normandy, commonly called William the Conqueror,
which states, that in the eleventh century, vessels from Dieppe, called - grands
drogueurs, went to the north to fish for herrings in July, and that they brought them
home in barrels salted.} Philip de Mazieres, in a work entitled Le Songe du
vieux Pélerin, which he composed before the year 1389, and which was much
esteemed by Cardinal Perron, says, that in going to Prussia, by sea, he had an
opportunity of seeing the herring fishery ; there seems, therefore, little reason to
doubt, that before that period, a fishery was estabhshcd in the North seas on a
large scale by the Dutch.|| )

Pontanus says, that the Dutch, before they fished inthe British seas, frequented
the coasts of Scania in Sweden, by permission from the king of Denmark as appears
by a diploma of Albert earl of Holland, dated in 1391.q

The method of salting herrings, as practised by the Dutch, is said to have been
invented by William Beuckel, or Beukels, a native of Biervliet, in Flanders, but
at what period is uncertain.** This celebrated personage, who was a humble but

from her, which signifies 2 numierous assemblage or collection of men or animals. Wachter (Gloss. Germ.
P- 709,) deduces the German word her, or, according to its more modem orthography, hcer, from the Swe-
dish word yra, or hyra, to-drive, to move, or to put in motion; and if this be admitted, it would signify a
mumber of men or animals united, and at the same time put in motion. The derivation of the old German
word Aer, indeed, from yra, or Ayra, is no less natural than that of the word ugmen, from agere. The latter
syllable ing, demoted, among the old Germans, unity, or one. The word Aering, therefore, conveys the idea

. of 8 living animal belonging to 2 multitude, or an individual of a numerous assemblage. This author remarks,

in a note, that the word Aerr is, probably, derived from Acr, or Acer, and that, therefore, the term Acerman,
shat is, Aerrman, signifies, in Danish and Swedish, as much as a nobleman. Hence Schoneveld (kchthyolo-
gia, p. 38,) deduces the name hering from kerr, because the herring; in the fish trade, bolds the first rank or
place. Fersuch ciner Veolstindigen Nalur und Hundiungsgeschichie der Hering, von F. S. Bock, Konigsberg,
1769, 8ve. p. 1 and 2.

* Hist. Sept. lib. xx. cap. 28.

+ Ibid. ib. .

1 De Mari Clauso, 1ib. ii. cap. 21.

$ Duhamel Traité General des Pesches, Paris, 1772, partie ii. p. 340

{l Dictiownaire des Origines, Paris, 1777, vol. iii. p. 31. : :

¥ Poatani Reram Danicarum, lib. ix. ' coer T

s¢ Mart, Schookii Dissertat. de Harengis, Gronings, 1649, th. 44. ' S

Vor. Il Q
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industrious fisherman, may be said to have laid the foundation of the Dutch
herring fishery, which afterwards proved to these people a source of great wealth;
and so highly was his name e¢steemed in the Netherlands, that Charles V., ac-
companied by his sister, the queen of Hungary, paid a visit to hia tomb in 1536,
that he might shew his respect for the memory of a man who had rendered
" such essential service to his subjects.* /

The success which attended the Dutch in their herring fishery, after they became
acquainted with the method of preserving them by means of salt, was immense.
Schoock, who wrote about 1649, says, that the people employed in the preparation
of herrings, without including the fishermen and those who made nets and barrels,
amounted to 20,000. The Dutch herrings soon acquired a celebrity to which those
of no other country could attain; thus securing to these industrious people a kind of
monopoly, which they carried on as a most exténsive and lucrative branch of com-
merce. Oun this accouat, the herring fishery was called the grand fiskery, a title given
to-it by William I. Prince of Orange,and afterwards retained in various proclamia-
tions issued on that subject, between 1582 and 1606.+

The preference given to the Dutch herrings arose from the great care and attention

* Neuerantz, in his werk entitled De Harengo Exercitatio Medica, Lubecee, 1654, 4to. p. 74, gives the
following account of this invention: ¢ Primus quidem inter Belgas cendiendi et in tonnis conservandi Harengi
rationem excogitasse fertur Gulielmus Beukelius, aliis Beukeldius, magni nominis piscator, qui anno 1347,
Biervlieti extremum vitee diem clausit; ob quod momentosum inventum posteritas etiam nunc reveretur viri
memoriam. Carolus quintus imperatorjtanti hoc inveatum fecit, ut Biervlietum una cum sorore Mari4, Hungari=
segina, adpellens sepulchrumn Bucheldii adéerit venaramsque sit, haud sine memeria cjus, tantique ad omnem
posteritatem ab eo profecti beneficii celebratione ut testantur Joh. Isacius Pontanus, lib.i. Disquis. Histor.
cap. K. Lwdovicus Guicciardinus in Descripiione Flandria , M. Suevivs Renborains in Apologia pro Navigas.
Hollandorum advenus Heuterum ; P. Bertius, Gharardus Mercator wierque in Descriptione Flandrie ; Schoockiss
in Belgio suo Federata, lib. viii. cap. 3. etalii.’ This author thisks that the art of slting herrings was
known at Lubec, and other places, before the time of Beubel, but that he invented 2 beteer method, by means
of which they could be longer presarved in barrels, and traneposted o foreign placcs. Ho says the celebrated
Erasmus waa related to Beukel’s family. '

Anne 1447, Guliclmue Beuclensis sive Beulnline industrius ot celebris piscator, primus artem invenit ha-
rengos saligndi ; atque in vaais salsamentariis stipandi. Mortuws est Biervlieti in Flandria qua de re sic seribit
Marschantius. Decrip. Fland, lib. i. ¢ Domiciliwm hic Biervlieti fixit et more refixit, sane 1447. Gulidmes
Bouclensis inventor artis stipandi cendiendique aleies im cadis salsansentarniis.”” Cawolus V. impevator tanti wic
hujus inventum fecit ut anne 1566, eam serere Maria Hungariee regina Biervlictum appulews cjus sepulchrum -
adierit ejusque Manibus fausta queeque precatus fuerit.  Martini Schookii, Dissertat. de Havengis, wulge
Halecibus, dietis Groninge, 1694, th. 36.

Primus at qui condere muria hoc piscium genus fuit quidam Batavus cui nomen Willem Beuhel, unde et
ipsa conditura nomen sumpsit, sepultus in page quodam Zelandi®. Cujus quidom imvesnti tanta est dignltas
et utilitas uf ipse Carolus V. sepulcoum ¢jus. adise et tanquam Hereis venorari voluerit. G. Herwii, Hist,
Nai. Logd. Bat. 1670, p. 275.

"+ Alsoo de gedeputeerden van den steden her ghneerende met ten Haring-wnert snde GrosiewMsmherys in
Hollandt bevonden hebben, &c.  Groot Mlacsaet Beeck. vol. i, p. 724

-
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which were employed in preserving them when caught, and curing them, and packing
them into barrels for sale after they were carried to Holland. Laws and regulations
were established, and strictly enforced, not only respecting the time and manner of.
fishing, but respecting every process to be followed in - their preparation. Many
of these regulations respect the conduct of fishermen when at sea, and the rules te
be observed, to prevent them from molesting, injuring, or impeding each other.*
The object of others is to preserve good order among the persons hired to assist
the fishermen, and for the maintenance of subordination.+ Fishermen are particu.
larly enjoinedt to pay ‘their people only with money, and not with herrings, ﬁ.hof
any kind, merchandise, or provisions.§

The season for fishing was defined to be from Midsummer to the last day of Ja-
nuary.] No herrings were to be sold at ses, but the whole to be brought into the
harbours of Holland and Zealand ;Y and to preserve them wuatil their arrival, they
were to be properly packed in barrels and salted,*”* that when carried home, they
might be shifted into other barrels, and fimally cnred, for imteraal sale or oxpor-
tation.

Equal care was employed in the construction and quality of the barrels. Am
office was established in every place where barrels were made, and a person was ap-
pointed to examine whether they were sound, and to mark them with a branding
iron if approved.+  All faulty barrels to be broken. The number of staves of
which each ought to consist was accurately determined, likewise their breadth and
thickness, and they were to be bound with strong and sufficient hoops. 1 ft was
required that they should be made of good, dry, and heavy wood ; the bottoms to
consist of no more than three picces, but fewer if possible ;§§ and the use of old
barrels, for curing herrings, was strictly prohibited. ||}

No fresh herrings could be brought into the country, to be salted for sale, or
cured in barrels;11 and it was necessary that all herrings should be cured within
three weeks after being brought into Holland.*** ' _

Great attention was paid to the quality of the-salt. French salt, West Indian
and Isle of May salt, were prohibited ;++ the kinds employed were §panish and Por-
tuguese ; but even these could not be taken to sea, or used, until they had been
examined and approved by a keur-meister or inspector.iit In packing the herrings,
those bad or damaged were to be rejected, and none to be cured but under the eye ol

® Groot Placaaet Boeck, vol. i. p. 692, 11 Groot Placaaet Boeck, vol. i. p. 730.
+ Ibid. 696. g¢ Ibid. 721.
1 Ibid. 793. ~ Hil Ibid. 720.
¢ Ibid. ¥03. 19 Ibid. 734.
B Thid. 734. »ss Ibid. 738.
9 Ibid. 722. . +H Ibid. 739.
»+ Ibid, 738. . " 31t Ibid. p. 740.
++ Ibid. 719. . .
. Qs
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an inspector, and in some public building, the doors of which were to be left open,

that every one might have access to it without impediment or molestation.* Her-

rings could be sold in Holland till they had lain ten days in pickle ;+ and if Scots,

Norwegian, or Irish herrings, were brought into the country, or those from any

other parts, it was strictly enjoined, that they should not be shifted into Dutch

barrels, but be sold or exported in the barrels in which they alight.} To encou-.
rage as much as posible, this branch of industry, the salt used was exempted from

taxation ; and Schoock says, that herring fishers were privileged during the fishing

season, so that they could not be arrested for any debt unconnected with the catch-

ing or selling of these fish.¢ :

The nets employed in this fishery were from fifty to slxty fathoms in length with
the meshes of such a size, that the fish might remain suspended by the gills.
They were made of the best hemp, but often of a kind of coarse Persian silk.||
Duhamel doubts this circumstance ; but  the author of the work just quoted, which
was written originally-in Dutch, and translated by order of the French government,
speaks of it in the most positive terms; and adds, that the use of such nets was
attended with great advantage, as they lasted much longer than those of hemp.
Some of them were serviceable for three years successively ; they were slightly done
over with pitch, or exposed to'the smoke of burning ash, that they might acquire
a dark colour, soasto render them not easily perceptible by the fish in the water.
These nets did not consist of one piece, but of several, sewed together, from
which circumstance the ﬁshermen could contract or enlwrge them ‘as they found it
necessary T : . ‘

- The vessels engaged in this ﬁshery were of from 70 to 100-tons burden, and dis-
tinguished by the name of Busses. Schoock says, that according to the Dutch annals,
these vessels were first used in the year 1416."* They carried ten, twelve, or four-
teen-men each, besides the pilot, or master; and the crews were engaged at weekly
wages. The price of a new vessel, completely rigged, was commoaly about 9,000
florins; and the expense of fitting out for two voyages was 6,000, and for the third,
in the same year, 8,000; so that the whole expenditure amounted'to 17,000 forins.

When a vessel of this description had made three voyages, it had performed
nearly the whole of its service. Those who fitted out busses for the herring fishery

* Groot Placazet Boeck, vol. i. p. 727. + Groot Placaaet Boeck, vol, i, p. 738.

1 1bid. 750,

¢ Denique notandum jam olim Hollandis utque Zelandn harengorum capturam justitinm quasn indixisse,
nec ulli eo tempore quo durabat, uti loquebatur de vrye-teelt fas fuisse alicui arrestum imponere, nisi propter

ea debita qua concernebant ipsorum harengorum aut capturam aut mercaturam. Martini Schookii Bessertat._
de Harengis vulgo Halecibus diclis. Groninge. 1649. Th. 118, ‘

|| Hist, des Pesches des Hollandois dans les Mers du Nord, vol. i. p. 368.
9§ Hist. des Pesches des Hollandois, vol i, p. 368. #+ Dissertat. de Harengis. Th. 34:



—— g

O . e p——

HERRING FISHERY. 17

' generally sent a small vessel, an old dogger, to accompany every ten busses, to

bring home the herrings caught in the begiuning of the season; but it could be
employed only till the 25th of July, after which no vessels were suﬂ'ered to attend
them.*

During the season, the fishermen did not remain stationary, but moved from place
to place at fixed periods. From midsummer to the 25th of July, they continued
in the neighbourhood of the Shetland Islauds, and off Fairhill} from the 25th of
July .to the 14th of September, they fished on the coast of Scotland, opposite to
Buchan-ness ; afterwards towards Yarmouth ; and from the 25th of November to
the 1st of January, followed the herrings to the coast of Norfolk ; in this manner;
while the season lasted, pursmng a very long course.}

The fishing was carried on in the night time, the fishermen being the better able
to discover the shoals, by the luminous appearance they are said to exhibit when
near the surface of the water ; and because these fish, as is the case with many others,
are attracted by lights from lanterns purposely constructed, which were placed on
she deck.§ The nets were examined in the morning, where the fish were cut up-and
cleaned. The gills, being parts of the fish most liable to corruption, were carefully
neparated from the rest, and put into barrels and salted, until the fishermen had lei-
sure to complete the curing of them for sale.|| -

I have entered into these particulirs with so much minuteness, because I consider
it of importance to those who may be ‘interested in the herring fishery, to be ac-
quainted with the means which enabled the Dutch to engross for a number of years,
this valuable source of riches.§ Duhamel says there are two things which contribute
to make any branch of trade flourish : the first is, to gain the confidence of buyers,

* Hist. des Peches des Hollendou, p. 356---358, 4 Ibid. vol. i. p 388, 389,

1 Ibid. ib. p. 367.

¢ Neukrantz speaks of this practice, but he says it was disused by the Dutch in his time. Author ds na-
tura rerum ut ex eodem describit Pincentius in Speculo nat. lib. xviii. cap. 30, Olaus Magnus, epit. lib. xx.
de piscibus et Ulysses Aldrovandus, lib. ii. de piscibus, cap.10. Harengis, ubicunque super aquas in mari
Jumen viderint, gregatim adnatare, atque hoc astu, dum ad retia, dictis, id ers certis temporibus alliciuatus,
quasi paratos ad capiendum divino munere in usus hominum deduci memorant. Quod tamen artificium, ut
ineptum atque alienum 2 piscantibus, in Scanii et in nostro littare desitum adhiberi, quod abaterreri potiys
Harengorum greges autument : cum splendore nivis aut fulgetri retrocedant. Apud Hollandos quoque id com- -
mentum in desuetudinem abiisse refert Dn. Tulpius: qui tamen eodem teste subinde intempestd mocte accen-
dunt ignes, quibus communefaciunt socios suos, se ob turbidius mare piscatione destituros, ac proizde ipsorum
interesse, ut- circumspectius s gerant, ne ab inopinato lucentium navium interventu, retia iporum. quid detrimenss
capiant Truttis tamen canerisque fallendis nocturnos ignes adhiberi memini. De Harengo Exercitat. Medica.
p. 21.

|| Hist. des Pesches des Hollandois, vol. i. p. 387.

9 Duhamel ascribes the goodness of the Dytch herrings to the precaution of removing  the gills, and safting
them immediately after they were caught. Duhamel Trailé general des Pesches. P.il. fol. Paris, 1779

p- 417.
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by selling only a good commodity, and by punctuality in executing orders; the
second, to take care that the merchandise shall be sold at such a moderate price, as
to exclude all competition. Both these maxims were most scrupulously observed by
the Dutch. Having found that the herrings caught among the rocks near Ireland, -
- Shetland, and Norway, were of an inferior kind ; they forbade their vessels to fish
there under a penalty of 300 florins;* and, to preserve the reputation of their arti- -
¢les in every foreign market, they prescribed such rules as should prevent their
being cured in. a defective manner. On the other hand, that their high price might
not enable other nations to undersell them, they exempted the salt used by the her-
ring fishers from any impost, and gave every possible encouragement to those who
carried on this trade with spirit and success. The French, desirous to secure to -
themselves a sharg of so lucrative a commerce, endeavoured to imitate the regula-
tions of their neighbours, and sold salt to the curers of herrings, even in provinces. -
where the gabelle was established, at such a rate as to afford them a chance of be-
coming competitors with the Dutch ;+ but the herrings of the latter maintained a
preference, in consequence, no doubt, of the greater care and attention  which they
employed in preserving them. '

The success which attended the exertions of the Dutch, having excited 2 spi-
rit of emulation in other countries, and particularly in the North, this branch of
trade began, however, gradually to decline. In 1560, about a thousand vessels
_sailed from the ports of Holland for the herring fishery ; in 1610, the numbet
amounted ¢o 1,500, and ten years after it had increased to 2,000. In this flourish-
fAg state the fishery continued for a long time, bringing a net profit to the Dutch.
merchants of two millions of guilders per annum, besides giving bread to 450,000
persons employed in its different branches, or in others intimately connected with it.
But this prosperity was not Jasting; a considerable chamge had taken place before the
beginning of the last century; in 1736, the number of the Dutch vessels engaged in
the herring fishery was about 300; and in 1779, it amounted only to 162.%

The Dutch government, unwilling to lose so profitable a branch of commerce,
which seemed to be dwindling almost to nothing, began to think seriously of mea-
sures for reviving it. In the year 1775, the States of Holland passed a resolution
. for granting a premium of 500 florins, payable from the public treasury, for two
years, to every vessel fitted out for the herring fishery. By the same resolution a
premium of 400 florins was voted for the two years following. But the Dutch at
this time seem to have lost that spirit by which they were formerly so much dis-

% Groot Placaact Boeck, Deel I. p. 752. The proclamation is dated May 12th, 1620.

+ Duhamel Traité general des Pesches. P.i. p. 355. )

1 Posselt’s Europ. Annalen. Part ii. 1797 ; an extract in Archiv for Statistick Politik, Huusholdings-
Videnskaber, 19 Hefte. p. 336. )
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tinguished, for we are told that the second premiums were received without the ves-
sels for which they were claimed being even equipped.*

Since the decline of the Dutch trade, the Danes have paid particular atten-
tion to the herring fishery; and great numbers are caught during the season,
especially on the coasts of Norway. According to Thaarup, from seventy to eighty
thousand barrels of herrings are cured every year at Christiansund, besides those salted
st Drontheim and other places.+ In the year 1775, his Danish majesty, with a
view of promoting this branch of industry, sentto Norway a person named- Richerts,
with a handsome salary and allowance, to inquire into the state of the herring fishery,
and to teach the Norwegian fishermen the Dutch method of curing these fish. Hav-
ing accomplished this mission, he was afterwards, in 1778, dispatched to Jutland
for the same purpose ; and on both occasions he was furnished with instructions
respecting the objects he was to examine, and the meane to be pursned, in order to
induce the fishermen to adopt such improvements as might be found necessary to
be introduced' among them.t This fishery is of importance to Denmark, as
Russia consumes a great namber of herrings; and according to Storch, imports
annually a quantity, amounting in value to more than 100,000 rubles.§ The
Danish herrings, therefore, are sent chiefly up the Baltic, and to Hamburgh and
Germany.|| The Russians, indeed, have a herring fishery in the White Sea, which
being formerly a monopoly of the crown, was declared free, by an ukase issued
in 1776 ; but though a considerable quantity of herrings are caught here, and ‘salted
or smoked’ every year, the Russians are so little acquainted with the proper method
of curing them, or the salt they use is so bad, that they are far inferior to those ob-
tained from other countries.¥

In the year 1767, the king of Denmark having established a company at Altona
for carrying on the herring fishery in the North Sea, on the coasts of Shetland and
Norway, the Society of the Free British Fishery, formed in the year 1750, im-
mediately took the alarm ; being apprehensive that the magistrates of Hamburgh,
with whom they had entered into a treaty for the importation of British herrings,
might be induced to give a preference to the herrings offered by their neighbours.
“The society, ‘therefore, represented that the ships of war appointed to attend the
Bishing-banks might easily prevent foreigners from coming too near the coast ; and
they expressed their hope that the British minister at Hamburgh would be able
to prevent Danish herrings from being imported there on more favourable tertms than
the British.

& Hist, des Pesches des Hollandois, wal. i. p. 361.

4 Versuch einer Statistick der Dinischen Monarchie, von. F. Thaarup, vol. i. p. 407.
1 Archiv for Statistick, Politik og Huusholdnings, Videnskaber, 13 hefte, p. 298.
# Hist. Stat. Gemilde der Russischen Reichs, vol. ii. p. 96.

| Versuch einer Statistik der Danischen Mogarchie, ven F. Thaarup, vol. i. p. 409,
4 Hist, Stat. Gemilde, ibid. .
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The trustees for fisheries and manufactures in Scotland, and the convention of
the royal burghs being consulted as to the consequences likely to arise to the
British fishery from the establishment of the Danish company, drew up reports on
_ the subject: in these they stated, that for some years the herrings in their migra-
tion had moved so close to the shores of Norway and Sweden, that they were taken
at very little expense, by small boats with drag-nets, from which circumstance the
herring trade in the Baltic and at Hamburgh, had been totally reversed ; and that
the Scotch had been accustomed to carry great quantities of herrings to these
markets, but this trade had been much cramped by the Swedes imposing a duty of
nine shillings per barrel on herrings imported from Britain. The Swedes, in the
year 1764 and 1765, exported from Gottenburgh nearly 20,000 barrels of herrings
to Ireland, whence they were carried to the British colonies,* which received also
great quantities from the Dutch and Danes, by the clandestine trade from the
islands of St. Eustatius and St. Croix. It was stated also, that the fishery had been
mpuch discouraged by the delay of paying the bounty, then three years in arvear,
to the amount of £40,000. while the debentures were selling at a ruinous dis-
eount.

The following statement of the herrmgs lmported at Konigsberg, during four years,
shews that the Danish and Norwegian fishermen had, at that time, a much better sale
there than the Dutch.+

Tmported in 1763 - 418 Barrels Dutch.

16,349 Danish and Norway.

1764 - 512 - = - 20,118
1765 - 667 - g -. 22,686
1767 - 747 - - - 18,099

Quantities of herrings are caught on the coasts of Jutland and Holstein, some of
which are smoked, particularly in the small islands of Arnis, near Cappel, and are
much esteemed, not only in the Danish provinces, but in Germany, where they are
carried about in large carts constructed for that purpose. They are-dried in stoves
built of brick, about ten feet in length, and nearly the same in breadth, covered with
loose tiles, in such a manner, that the smoke can escape through the apertures;
the bottom of the stove is paved with flags, and on these the fire is made
without any earth. When the fish are caught and cleaned, they are thrown
into a large vessel, with some coarse Spanish salt, and the whole are turned over
several times with a shovel, until the scales become loose and drop off. They are
then left till the morning, when they are put on small rods, thrust through their
gills, each rod containing about two > score, and are hung up for a day to dry in

* Macpherson’s Annals of Commerce, vol. iii. p. 459.
+ Versuch cimer volistiandigen Natur und Handlungsgeschichte der Hermg, von F.S. Bock, Kamgs~
berg, 1769. p. 86. ,
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the opén air; The following morning all these rods are removed into the stove,
and suspendbd below the roof. Fires are then kindled on the floor, close to the wall
on ‘each side, and care is taken that they shall not flame, but only throw out smoke.
The fuel employed-for this purpose consists of oak or alder chips, buck-wheat straw,
and other things of the same kind ; and if they happen to emit flame, water is thrown
over them, so that a continual smoke is maintained. In this manner several thou-
sands may be smoked at a time, as the rows of hierrings are made to hang over each
other, like tiles on' the roof of a house; onthe third day the whole operation being:
finished; the two doors of the stove are thrown:-open, that the air may have a free
passage, and the herrings, after bemg exposed same tlme, are taken down and packed
into barrels for sale.*-

- The Danes, in their herring fishery, find formldable rivals in the Swedes, ‘who'
carry on this branch' of trade to a very great extent at Gottenburgh and other
places. Some years ago the Danish writers complained -that the Swedes, in conse-
quence of the moré favourable situation of their towns, were able to bring their her-
rings sooner to market, and, consequently, to forestal them in the Baltic. The
Swedes also cured their -herrings in barrels, made of oak or-beech, which rendered
them' neatly equal to the Dutch, and procured a ready sale in foreign coun-
tries; while the Norwegian herrings were rejected, because the peasants, who are
the fishermen, were obliged to put them into'barrels made of fir, or any other com-
mon wood which they could procure, -and which communicated to them a disagree-
able taste.+ ‘The Danish government, therefore, issued an order, that the herring
barrels should be made of oak; but this change, so unaccountable is the taste of
man, decreased the sale among the Poles, who preferred those which had a resinous
savour.}

The Swedes, who had béen in the habit of purchaamg their herrings from other
nations, established-'a herring company in 1745, and since’ that time, have made -
great progress in this important fishery.§ These fish are found in such abundance
in the neighbourhood of Gottenburgh, that about 20,000 barrels, on an average, are
salted there every year, and about 400,000 are employed for making train oil.
Besides these, 50,000 barrels are consumed fresh in the country, or sent to Den-
mark ; and if we reckon each barrel to contain 1,200, fish, it will be found, that in
. this district alone, about 720,000,000 of herrings are caught in the course of a sea-
son. || Some years ago large quantities of herrings were sent from Gottenburgh to

s LM Medels Indenlandske Reise igiennem de betydeligste og skionneste Egue af de Damke Provindser i
Aerene, 1779, 1800, 1801: Kiobenhavn. 1808. - Andet Hefte; p. 48.

+ Kiobenhavnske. Selgkabs Skrifter: Fi‘erde Deel, p. 190.

% Bloch’s Naturgeschichte der Fische Deutschlands Erster Theil, p. 259.

¢ Bloch’s-Naturgeschichte der Fische Deutschlands, Enrster Theil, p. 261.

f| Ibid. p. 251.

Vor. IL . R
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Cork, and ather Irish ports, from which they wexe exported to the Waest lndien.
Im the year 1776, the number of barrels sont to Ireland amounted 0 56,000.% Ac-
carding to Lagerbring, Sweden, in 1774, axported 454,432 harvels, besidns homw,~
oil, ta the value of 28,468 dellars.+

Prussia, some years ago, directed its mttemtion ta the herring fiahory, &nd 'y
company was established for the purpose of carrying it on. Six vessels .are mid o
have been sent from Embden to the coast of Scotland ia the year 1770, snd to have
brought back 130 lasts of harrings. The number of these vesscla was afterwarde
increased, so that about 1782 they amounted to thirty-foux ;1 but it dees net 2ppear
that this fishery was avar of much mpomncc : :

The French endeavoured to participate in the herring trade ; ; and with thet view
fisheries wers established on the ceast' of Normandy, aed other parts im the neigh-
bourhood, which are fraquented by the herrings during the latter parta of the seasoma.
Same of them were dried for the Mediterranean trade ; but the greater part.were
sbipped for thea West India islands.§ According to Duhawmel, the fishing hegan
at Calais om the 10th of Qctober ; at Dieppe, on the 12th ar 18th ; and at Boulogne
about the beginning of Navembar.|| The herrings, bowever, oaught by the Fremch.
were of an indifferent quality, awing, prabably, to their being taken so Iate in the
season, and to their being cured with Brousge salt, which, unleas kept same time,
seems to be unit for presarving any kiad of fish,¥

The. -French and; Dutch prepare fow rved-herriogs in comparisoh with those
they pickle; en the ather hand, the English pickle fow, snd smeke the greater part ;**
and . Duhamel -remarks that the Yarmouth red-herrings must be the best, becanse
they are landed almast as seon a8 canght, and are never move than a night ald before
they are smoked.

The ast of catching shell-fish seems to be less understaod i Ireland than it is in
Norway and Scetland. Lobsters and craba are feund in many places; their qualicy

* Anderson’s State of the Hebrides, Appendix, Na, 14. ps 448. Macphersan's Annals of Gommence,
vol. iii. p. 726.

4 Sammendrag af Swea Rikes Historia. Stockholm, 1796. fame Delen, p. 73.

$ Bloch’s Naturgeschichte der Fische Deutschlands, Erster Theil, p. 262.

§ Ma¢pherson's Amnals of Commerce, vol. fii.

| Dubamel Traite des¢ Peaches, Pagtic ii. p. 363.

¥ Duhamel mentiops an instance whea,, in consequance of old salt being scarce, the fishermen wem obliged
to use some that was new; but the herrings and mackarel cured with it were all spoiled, p. 395. Brouage
_ salt was madg in the briny marshes.of Brouage, de Maraus, the lale of ‘Rhegy and other:places o the coast of
Saintenge and Poictou. The salt trade was greater there than in apy other part of Franoe, ihid, p. 393, _
Duhamel says that Brouage salt was sometimes mixed. by the Putch with the Portugah salt, which they used
for curing their herrings, but this secnes to be a mistake; for all kinds,of Freach salt am expressly prehikited

in the Dutch regulations wespectmx their herring fishery. oo €reat flaoaast 30«&. vol. i. p. 708,
** Dubamel, p. 400. # Ibid. p. 408,
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is peculiarly gnod in Galway and Wexfesd, wheace they aré carried to Builock,
near . Dublin, and fattenad in. ceope, ds on the catien esasts of Eoglaml. They
are caught in gmeat plenty en the shores of the Bay of Galway, in every creek frem
Blackhead to Axdfry, and, in gemeral, we sold at a reisemable rate. Thooee thut
in Dublin would bring seven oreight shillings) may be eften bought: there for 6d.,
ans sometimes for even less. They nre t0 be had, aito, on the shore of the Atamic
from Blackhepd to Loophead ; but ave not crught in iny grest quamtity. CGrabe at
Liscanor are accounted very indifferent, but the lobsters are good; wt Miltown
Malhay the crabs are excellect, and the lobatent middling *

There isagaod supply of lobeters avid dmbs oh tie coast of Derry4 Dir. Smith
says that the severalcreeks and inkets in the viver Koamare, in , atnd puiticuburly
Soceme harhonr, abound with thom. The sonthern: side of the Bay of Didgle i
as notadforbavmg large cray-fish as the northeen is Sor its lobsters.y "The onume
author, in his Natural and Civil Hidtery of Geérk, mentiens the lebster, snd de-
scribes the manner in which these shell-fioh are canght in pots. Craw-fish are abaa-
dant, he says, on the south-west coast of Ireland, and sdme weigh from sim to eigit
pounds.§

Good lobsters are found at Hewth snd Lamshay, in the ceunty of Dublin.§

In countries whare wealth abousds, and luxury is provaient, these shell-fisk ave a
very profitable article of commerces Thaarup says that Eaglish and Datch vesssls
used to goto Norway for lobsters, which they purchased cheap, and sold at x very
high price in London and Amsterdam.Y Dr. Barry obssrves that many lobetors
are sent to London by an English cotapany from the Orkney lslands; and that,

‘though they are so low as two-pence a piece; a good.fisherman, even st that rate;

will gain ten pounds in a summer.* Sixty thousand lobsters have been sent to Loa-
don in ane neamon from the Murray Firth. They weve caught by an English com.
pany, who introduced lobster traps, which had never before been seen oa this part of
the coast: yet so little west the people here accmstomed to the mechanical arts,
that, although they tried to imitate them, they sounid sot sudeced.t+ TFhis shews the
slow progress of imaprovement in the remetd parts of the kingdom, and the mecessity
of making known every useful invention. London isalso supplied with lobsters
from various other parts of Scotlaad. The small town of Crail, on the coast of
Fife, sends annually from twenty to tweaty-five thousand. 1}

The Irish oysters are very bad ; the grounds where they aze fourid are not pmmte

» Dutton’s Sarvey of Clare, p. 232, 233. 1 Smith’s Nat. and Civil Hist. of Kerry, p. 370, 371.

4 Sampson’s Survey of Derry, p. 344. § Natural and Civil History of Cork, vol. ii. p. 312,
" '§ Rusty’s Nat. Hist. of Dublis, p. 371. L.

9 Versuth einer Statistik der Dinischen Monarchie, vol. i. p. 403.

»» History of the Orkney Islands, p. 392. H Ibid. vol. ix. p. 446. .

1t Stat. Account of Scotland, vol. wiii, p, 301. .
’ R2
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property; hence ittle care is. bestowed on their improvement. While these places
remain cominon, and no regulations are established to prevent the oysters being taken
up inan mzproper manner, or at an unseasonable time, it is impossible they can ever
. attain to the necessary perfection.. The well known beds at the mouth of the Thames,
and along the whole eastern coamst of Essex and Suffolk, all belong to individuals,
and no.person is allowed to dredge for: them but the owners or their lessees. "By
these means the breeding beds are kept distinct from the fattening ones, because a
muddy bottom never answers for the latter. The young oysters are removed at a
certain age to the fattening beds, where they are suffered to remain till the proper
séasdn for taking them up. . As those which lie in shallow water are injured by the
frost, when they .sustain.any mjury of this kind they are left for a year longer,

that they may recover. Star fish, fromx crawling along the bogt'om-and burying them-
" selves in the mud, aré very detrimental to oysters; and therefore the oyster dredgers
- ondeavour, as miuch. as. possible, to'keep their.-beds clear of these destructive animals.
This system .of management requires constant attention ; and -the oyster beds, ‘thus

becoming profitable, are objects of 'as much care and expense as the best conducted :

farm. -
Dr. Rutty. mentions two artificial beds near Dublin, one opposite to Gold: Harbour,
half a mile south-east from Clontarf; and the other near Sutton, west of the hill’ of

Howth..- :Buoth theso beds:were transplanted from- Arklow ; but he' complains ‘of the
oysters:having become worse in his time, in consequence of bemg ,taken up too sood '

to.answer the:great demand.* o = :
‘The.doctor.mentions several namral beds, one of which was situated east-north-
exst from Ireland’s eye. . Tthe oysters here were as large as a horse-shoe, and lay at
the depth of cighteen or twenty fathoms under the water.+ - S
. These' found..at- Pouldoody, in the bay:of Galway, have long had a‘hngh re-
putation in Ireland, and are much sought after in Dublin’; but the beds, for want of
sufficient:supplies, have lately become -inadequate to the consumption. :There are
many other.places .on.the -coast.of 'this bay where oystors may be obtained; somé
of them tolerably good, but greatly inferior. to thuse of Potldoody: oysters are-to
be bad also on the coast of the Shannon; particularly at:Querin and Poulanishary;
the beds are small, but the-oysters .are good, and are almost ill sent to-Limerick.

Those consumed on the spot are sold in'general at a thulhug per handred; formerly‘

they might be had for 44. or 5d.1 - .
The pearl muscle is met with in several of the Irish rivers, and partlcularly in the

Blackwater, in the county of Waterford. ¢ In the summer time,” says Dr. Smith,

“ the country people near this river, when the water is low, between Gappoquin and

‘s Nat. Hist, of Dublin, p. 376. ’ + Ibid. ibid,
’ 1 Dutton’s Survey of Glare, 233.
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Lismore, pick up a spédies of muscles of the larger kind, commonly called horse-
muscles, in which, 2s I am well informed, a small kind of seed-pearl has been often
found, and now and then a few of a greater size. It is not so much, it seems, either
for the sake-of :the muscle or the thoughts of a pearl that they collect théce fish, as
for the shells, which they use for spoons.”*

These- muscles are found also in the river Lee, near Carigroban Castle, in tbe
county of Gork, lying in the deepest part of the river, with the small end sticking
in the gravel or sand. 'They are always sought after when the sun shines and when
the weather is clear; they cannot at other times be taken, for it is then only that they
open their shells. The fisherman, who is naked, and carries in his hand an osier twig,
gently ‘thrusts the end of it between the shells; and the fish, .immediately. close
them, when they are easily drawn up. These muscles frequently contain a pearl
sometimes as large as a pea, which is sold in Cork for a trifle.+ :

. “These pearl muscles are likewise found in the river Arigadeen, that is, the Silver
Stream,’ which discharges its waters into the bay of Court-Mac-Sherry, and are called
there by the Irish a closheen. Dr. Smith says that the Rev. Mr. Bligh, incumbent of
Timoleague, shewed him 2 pearl found in one of them, which he purcbasod from a
poor man, and which was as large as'a pea.¥

O'Flaghierty speaks of pearls being found in Lbugh-Lane, in Ken'y but, in conse-

quence of the great depth of ‘the water, they ave less frequently picked up there than

from the river Lane, which runs eut of it. Sit James Ware relates,: that, in.L094,
the bishop of Limerick ' presented to :Anselm, archbishop of Canterbury, some
Irish- pearls, which -were most graciously received. * Many of our pearls,” says
Dr. Smith, “ are of a pale dusky colour; yet some have been found in the northern
part of the kingdem which were valued at fourscore pounds.”$ o

Whether it would be availing to -attempt 'the ‘whale fichery on.the coust oﬁ
Ireland, I will not venture to determine ; but it is certrin that these animals frequent. '
the north-west coast, and on many occasions come close in with the:shore. ‘The
spermaceti whate,” saxys Lord Sheffield, “ may be found at some distance fromr the
shore. The bone whale follows the herrings into the bays; and one of the signs of
fish, as the fishermen phrase it, is the whale. Some years ago £1,000. was given by -
the parkiament of Ireland forithe purpose of :carrying on this fishery. The person
to whom it was granted 'killed seven whales; but has not since pursued that fishery.
Its practicability on that cdast 13, however, ﬁrmly asserted ‘and that Ireland at least,

» Smith’s Natural and Civil Hlstory of Waterford, p- 287.

4+ Smith’s Natural and Civil History of .Cotk, vol. i. p. 362. ' 1 1Ibid, vol. ii. p. 264.

"¢ Smith’s Nat. and Civil Hist. of Kerry, p. 126., Pliny speaks of pearls found in Britain by the Romans.
In Britannia parvos ac decolores. nasei certum-est quoniam Divus Julius thoracem quem Veneri Genetrica in
templo ejus dicavit, ex Britannicis margaritis factum voluerit intelligi, Hist. Nat. lib. ix. cap. 35. edit. var
Lugd. 1669, vol. i. p. 624. .
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might supply ber owe demand with the preduce of the whale, and thereby keepa -
considerable sum of moaey at home."'* :

The author of the Survey of Donegal atates, that whales sbouad ea the coast of
+ that country. About thirty yeas age a Mr. Nisbet, who tried this fishery, and who
seems to be the gentleman alluded to by Lord Sheffield, gemeralty killed two, thres,
aad sometimes four, in ane season.  Ome of the whales, howsver, angry at this in-
vasion: of their watery empire, gave Mr. Nisbet's boat & etrekie with ils tail, and
dashed it to pieces. Mr. Nisbet, whe was himeelf present, was, with several
others, saved by the activity and good swimming of Mr. James Hamilton, of Edeny
hut twe of the craw were loat; amd by thia unfortunste mnduuny farther attempis
of the same kind were pravented.+
. In the cowrse of this whale fishery, the sun-fish, an animal shout thirty or forty
feet long, was caught in great numbers. . The liver produced frem a tun to a tun and
s haif of oll. The average value of a whale was abous £750. ; of asna-fish £45.1
Pr. Smith says that the sua-fish aze very numerouws in the sumsmer months on the

<oant of Cexk, and maty be seen at a considersble distanes; they are from tea so
thirty feet in length; and the liver affords from 90 to 100 gallons of cil. He adds,
they are struck with a harpoon, and. well worth loaking afier.y These fish are com-
waom alea on. the. censt of Watesford In the year 1748, a very hrge ane was mken,
which measwred twonty-fixe feet from. the head to the tail, with a proportionable
thickness. .Another was cwught the following susamer, and, though of inferior sixe,
could pot be moved by forty persons, who endeavoured to drag it on shore. The
liver of the first yielded nenrly 100 gallons of oil; and about the same quaatity was
obtained from that of the ather.|

Porpoises are frequent oa. the Dablin coast, and great quantities of train oil are
extracted from them at: Youghal. ¥ They are found near all the havens in the connty
of Cork, aad, accotdmg to Dir. Smith, have sometimes stranded in grest numbers at
Ballycottan. This writer says he has scen an army. of porpoises guarding, as it wese,
the mouth of Youghal harbour; where they made great havock ameang shoals of
salmon, which were then entering the. Blackvdsn, and even chased some of them on
shore.**

Seals in some parts of Ireland are very common, particularly en. the coast of
Cork, where they breed.in the numenous caves formed in the headlands by the con-
tinual buffeting of the ocean, There is a rack batween GarretsrTamwn sirand, aud
the east point of Gourt-mac-sherry bay, much frequented by them; and where they

& Observations on the Trade and Manufactures of Irelind, p. ¥35.

{»M‘Parlans!mrveyofnonzpl P 73 it Smidr’s Nat. and Civil Hist. nfw,pﬂt
1 Thid. ib. ¥ Rutty’s Nat. Hist, of Dubfin, vdl. i. p. 870,

¢ Nat. and Civil Mist. of Cork, vol. ii. p. 299. ** Smith's Cork, vol. ii. p. 300.
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may be seen fighting, on account of the females, in the same manner as dogs.* In
Kenmare river, in Kerry, they are so abundant that in summer all the rocks near the
shore are covered with them. TFhey are exceedingly destructive to the salmon,
and, consequently, do great injury to the fisheries. Dr. Smith says he has seen num-
bers -of these animals lying basking and asleep in the sun-shine, for the most part,
very quiet and undisturbed. “ A considerable profit might be made of their oil and
skins, many of which are beautifully mottled, and finely spotted, and of a consi-
derable value.” ‘

 The country people have no other way of killing them, when in the water, but
by shooting at them with a ball, which, to dispatch them, must hit them on the head ;
and, as they are extremely shy, it is very difficult to kill them in this manner. Some
people have proposed a method of taking them in strong nets, made of thick
cordage’ but this scheme' has not been tried on account of thé expense. They are
sometimes taken in the caverns among the rocks, and particularly the young seals.
This is done in the moon-light nights ; but the old ones fight and bite most furiously’
in defence of their young; and it has been affirmed that they never let go their
hold until they hear whatever they fasten on, crash between their teeth ; and for this
reason seal-catchers have bags, with charcoal quilted in them, ﬁxed on their arms by
way of defence.”+

The number of men enrolled as Sea Fencibles, which comprehends all the fisher-

“men of Ireland, will be seen in the following list, as furnished by Right Hon. W. wW.

Pole.

No. Head Quarters. N“;’:f:l&um No. Head Quarters. ng'um
1 | Buncranma . . . 869 Brought up 5,387
2 |Rudand . . . . 699 12 | Kenmare . . . . 893 ]
3 | Killybegs . . . . © 538 13 { BereHavem . . . %08 - :
4 |Killala ., . . . 289 . 14 | Castle Townsend . . 449
5 | Broadhaven . . . 143 15 | Kinsale . . . . 655 i
6 wmn L] * . ”4 ]‘ CO\R . 4 . . ] - - 7’1 I
7 | Bunowen . . , . 249 17 |Passage . . . . | 446
8 |Gdway . . . . 452 18 | Wextord . . . e
Q@ JTarberr . . . . 318 19 | Wicklow . , . . - 412 . :
10 [Tralee . . . . 521 20 | Malahide . . . . 482
11 |Dimgle . , . . 994 21 | Carvickferges o . 409 " F
Carried over 5,387 | 9,911 7

To entes at length into.a discwssion on-the best means of reviving the brish fisheries,
and rendering them of naticual importance, wouM require a velume, and if any
ane weve inclined to wea the subject properly, accurate information on various

» Smith’s Nat. Hist, of Gork, vel: il p. 860, . 4 Smitk's Nat. and'Civil Hist, of Kerry, p. 84, 85,

~
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points must be obtained from actual surveys of the coasts, and of the different stations

best adapted to the purposeg On this subject some observations of Mr. Young, al-
though-made so long ago as 1779, will be found applicable in 1810: ¢ The bounties
hitherto given have been so far from answering, that they have in some respects done
mischief. I was present more than once at the meetings of the fishery committee of
the Irish House of Commons, and I found them making anxious inquiries how to
avoid great frauds, from which I learned that notorious ones had been committed.

This is the great misfortune of bountles when they are not given with judgment:and
care. Relative to the fisheries, the profits are so great, that all acquainted with them

will engage as far as their capital will admit ; whatever bounties, therefore, are given, .

"should not be with a view to instigate men possessed of capital ; for they do not exist,
but to put capital into the hands of those who will make use of them. Itappeared in
the minutes of the Lough-Swilly fishery, that one boat, and the nets sufficiept, cost
£20.: the best bounty would be to give boats and nets to men used to the fishery, be-
cause few are able tobuy or build them. To give a premium on the export of the her-
rings, or upon the tonnage of the boats, will not answer ; for it supposes them actually
takcn and built, that is, it supposes the very difficulty got oyer which want of money
makes perpetual. Before the boat is in the fishery. it must be built, and before the
fish are exported, they must be taken. Those who have money to do either, will go
to work without any bouaty, the profit alone being sufficient. In countries so very
poor, the first steps in such undertakings are the more difficult, and to assist in over-
turning such difficulties is what the legislature should aim at. Giving boats and
nets to men that would use them certamly does this, and would be productive of
great national good always supposing that frauds and jobbing are guarded against;

- if they are permitted to creep in, as was the case in the distribution of spinning
wheels, the mischief would be far greater than the benefit. Two thousand pounds

" per annum, thus expended, would give 1,000 boats, which would soon accumulate

to a vast number ; and if the effect were so great as to find the herrings regorge in
the home market, then would be the time to drive them out by a bounty on the im-
port, if their own cheapuess did not bring the effect without it. I am far’ from re-
commending a new system of bounties upon an object that had not received them
before ; they have been long given or jobbed: all that I mean is, that if the pub'lic is
burdened with much payment, care should be taken that they are given in the mode
that promises to be most advantageous.”*

It seems extraordinary, that a necessity should exist for adducmg arguments to de-
monstrate the consequence of the improvement and extension of fisheries, as an object of
importance to an empire like Great Britain, whose splendour, wealth, safety, and hap-
piness are secured by the ocean. If,-however, we turn our eyes, to many remote parts,

. * Young’s Twiﬁhehnd, part iy p. 138, .
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of Britain and Ireland, we shall see that this is still the case, and particularly in the
Iatter, where we find only one solitary instance of an attempt being made tq establish
a sea fishery on an extensive scale ; although the people, from habit, and a majority,
in consequence of their religious tenets, are accustomed to live upon that kind of
food ; naotwithstanding that the country is intersected with rivers extending to jts
very centre, which -abound with fish; and although it contains a numerous popula-
‘tion, to whom any honest and productwe employment would be an inestimable
blessing. It is evident that every person of common intelligence; who may be desi-
rous of exhibiting the resources.of Ireland, must naturally direct his attention to
this object. The fisheries of this valuable part of the empire are too important to
be overlooked; and I am convinced, they might be carried to a very great extent
withont violating, in any material degree the habits of the people. - Fish being so
necessary to 2 great portion of the papplation, it may be presnmed, thatany estab-
lishment for praclring.a supply, as well for food, as for the purposes of commerce,
would, among.the higher classes in partlcular, meet with every encouragement and
support. :

It appears, however, that there . is one lmpedlment in Ireland, to the success of
her fisheries. This gbstacle is so striking, that it will readily be perceived, I allude
to that minute division of land which has been so injurioys in other respects; and
which, while the system .is suffered to exist, will retard the purposes of improve-
ment among the people, and the general prosperity, of the country. The employ-
ment of the fisherman,.and that of the farmer, are so unlike that the same person’
cannot be expected to be a proficient in both. Among a people, whose minds have
not been prepared by education and habits of industry for profiting by an increasing
state of civilization, there will always be a. certain degree of indolence, which will
create an indifference to every thing around them, and make them rest contented
with the bare necessaries of life. Give land to a persan, who, from his former mode
of life, can have few wants, and his family and himself will sybsist upon its produce
without exertion, although that produce may be both scanty and unwholesome.
Having resided some time at Burnham, on the coast of Essex, I can speak on'this
subject from my own experience and observation. A fisherman there considers land
as an encumbrance ; and were he obliged to possess three or four acres, he would
think himself in a fair way of being ruined.

The remarks of Lord Selkirk on this head, as they are the result of minute inqui-
ries made on the spot, ‘when in the Highlands of Scotland, are deserving of parti-
cular attention. From these it is manifest that his lordship took a just view of the
fisheries in that part of the kingdom, where nearly the same impediments to their
extension prevail as in Ireland. “ The custom so universally established in the High-
lands, and Western Isles, that every person whatever should have some portion of
land, large or small, has tended to render fishing an entirely subordinate employment,

Vour. IL. S :
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.l'ollowed in an 1rregular manner, only as it suxts the intervals of leisure from busmesd
onshore.' Itisa natural consequence, that the fishing boats and apparatus are in

general extremely bad ; nor is it surprising, that from these combined circumstancess

an idea should prevail amongst the peasantry, that it is impossible by fishing alone
to earn a livelihood. Instances are quoted where proprietors, on dlspossessmg tenants
of their lands, have been anxious to find employment for them in fishing, and have
with this view made liberal offers of supplying boats, nets, and every requlsxte ma-
terial, which have been rejected under that idea. It is only, perhaps, in a gradual
manner, that fishing can be established as a sepa¥ate employment, by encouraging in<
dividuals'to pay a greater share of attention, to it previous to their being totally de-
prlved of land; and though this might not succeed with those who have property,
there is no doubt, that among those who are too poor to have much land, many mlght
be found who would pursue the business with activity, if they were assisted with cre-
dit for the purchase of the necessary materials, and if arrangements were made for
securing them as advantageous a market as possible. It is with pleasure I learn, that
the practicability of this suggestion has been ascertained by experimental proof in a
village on Loch Fyne, estiblished by Mr. Maclachlan. That gentleman, finding
himself under the necessity séme years ago of thinning the population on several of
ius farms, selected ten or twelve famlhes of the poorest cotters, men, however, whom
he knew to be capable of laborlous exertion; these he fixed in a situation on the
shore, wher¢ he furmshed them with two substantial ﬁshmg boats of the best con-’

Struction, with all the apparatus, on condition, that their cost should be pand to him’
from the produce of their mdustry Anxiety to discharge ‘their debt, stimulated

these men to exertion; and a season or’ two of successful fishing, left them free pro-
prietors of the boats with which they had been furnished. The proprietor ‘was’
sensible, that from the habits of these people they would think it impossible to live
without some land ; and that, in fact, for want of markets for purchasmg provisions,
such an accommodation was to a certain degree mdnspensable, in the present state of
the country. He, therefore, laid out a part of a farm for them; and to avoid dis-
heartening them, allowed them to possess it for a year or two, at an adequate Tent.
By degrees, however, he raised it to its full value; so that the possessors cannot trust
to the land for their support, having no means to pay their rent, unless they are in-
dustrious in fishing. Other inhabitants have likewise been brought to the village, and
the original portions of land divided, so as to become to every individual a2 mere ac-
coinmodauon, and an object entirely subordinate. When the further progress of this
country leads to-thie establishment of markets for provisions, these people, being al-
ready brought to such a degfee of advancement, may be easily deprived of land with-
. outany fear of their being disconcerted by the change. The success of the first fisher--
men has been such, that they have fitted out a number of additional boats of the best

VAR CAN XN
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construction at thelr owa charge, and several of them have accumulited cbnlidanblc.'
sums of money.”*

© ‘Many other respectable works: mngbt be quoted in support of these pnncnplm
but I shall content myself with an extract from one, the authority of which is above,
all doubt. No two occupations can be more incompatible than farming and fishing,.
the seasons which require. undivided exertion in fishing being those in which the
greatest attention should be devoted to agriculture; even grazing, which will less im-
pede fishing than agriculture, is found to distract the attention, and to be fatal to suce:
‘cess in either:occupation. Indeed, to the industrious fisherman the whole season is
barely sufficient for his labours. From the middle of spring the season frequently
continues until after Christmas, and the intermediate time will scarcely permit the
fisherman to refit his nets, lines, and tackle. Bat the:population on the coasts of the
Highlands is so ample, that the profumm of farmer and fisherman are carried on
by distinct classes of men.+

These remarl:s are of more lmportance, as they apply to 2 country where mcb

" » Observations on the Present State of the Highlands, by the Earl of Selkirk, p. 103.—A similar lym
seems to prevail in Norway, and is attended.with the same bad consequences. A Danish writer uys,
“¢- sea fisheries, which not oaly are of great importance in the domestic economy of all the northern mations i
general, but furnish the principal means of subsistence to Norway in particular, which increase our-exports
to other nations, enable us to balance our accounts with them, and preserve our navifation in a flourishing’
condition, have at all times been left to the peasants and inhabitants of the coast, whose residence. is nearest ta
the sca. These pesple have carried them on in a inconsiderable and wretched manner, with improper appa-~
rajus, and to the great risk of their property as well as their lives.

* ¢ Peasants are not the people who ought to be employed in fishing at sea; their meaps are too small; theu-
lime is too limited, and the danger to which they are exposed is too great.

¢¢ That their means are too small must be admitted by every person who homwhuexpmeuuqmrd
for boats and tackle, for provisions, and the hire of men in a fishery of any extent.——Let a peasant exert
himself at sea as much as he can, it is impossible for him to neglect agriculture altogether. He possesses corn,
land, and meadows, which though they are badly managed, and on that account yield but poor crops, must
still engage 2 part of his time and attention. He has horses and cattle, and these must be supplied with fod-
der, which he is obliged to carry home from the distance of several miles, just at the time of the year when he
ought to be occupied in fishing.

¢ He has a family, and to support these he must thresh and grind his com, brew beer, and procure fuel
from the woods ; according to the proverb, a man can not go two ways at oncé; he must, therefore, divide
his time between his farm, his domestic concerns, and his fishery. One of these must be neglected, and if
one be neglected he of course sustains a loss.

¢ Fisheries carried on by peasants are conducted in an megular manner, without skill or l'oresngl:t, without
subordination, or obedience to any laws : an occupation, whick is of so much importance to the state in general,
as well as to individuals, can never be properly managed as long 2s these engaged in it are under the inspection
of no head, have no regulations to direct them, pay no attention to good order, and observe no kind of sub-
ordimation,”  Afhandling om Saltvands- Fiskerierne i Norge af C. G. Molberg, a prize Essay in Det Kongelige
Danske Landhudsholdings Selskaps Skrifier Kiobenhavn, 1790, Tredie Deel, p. 353-355.

+ Essay on the Fxshenes, by R. Melvil, at Ullapool in Ross-shire, in Prize Essays and Transactions of the

Highland Soc:ety, vol. ji. p 413, ’
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- compahive: have beew established as-are: secommended by some writers on the fisheries
of Ireland. I, however, entertain no such favourable opinion of these-associations ;
better: were it that the: individwat industry of the people should be excited by
gewerous endouragetnent|, and'that they shouldbe left to their own exertions, and to
such wise laws as migit be enavted:for the: diredtion of their-energies. The general
objection to such-a plan in Irelamdy is want of capital, but how far this can be con-
sidered an impediment, williappear from the following account: of a- frsherman who
‘settled' ¢ Burnham, a. village already mentioned; and who died there about four
years ago. This man, whose name was James Hawkins, went thitherat the age of
twenty, without aguinea in his pocket, and procured subsistence by working for the
oyster-dredgers. In. this situation, by lsbour, frugality, and attention, he saved
money sufficient to purchase: a. fishitig boat; and: havirig. employed persons itr the
same capacity in which he himeetf had served, he was soon enssbed: to- increase his
means; from a proprietor of boats, he became lessee of some oyster-grounds; his
exertions. being attended’ with success, he. increased: themy; and.in the: course of
forty-five years, established a numerous family in his own line, and at his death

Ieft them property to the amount of more than £60,000. I had the pleasure of
being well. acqumnted with Mr. Hawkins; ; and I cam bear testlmony, that the
county.in which he lived, ceuld net produce-a: more useful, or a move rospeetahlem—
habitant; - Hud- his attention:been distracted by agricuitural pursuits, it is impossible
Re could ever have amassed so much property, or carried the Burnham fishery to that
state of improvement in which he left it.

The following tables of the exports and lmports of salted fish, at dlﬂ’erent periods,
will afford some idea of the generalstate of the: Irish fisheries from the beginning
of lagt century, to the present times  The quantities up'to- 1788, are taken from Lord
Sheffield's work ; the latter ones are extracted from the Iriskk Custom-House Ledger.
They exhibit but an unfavourable plcture of these fisheries, and shew that they are
on the decline,

: EXPPO'RTSJ
‘Averagd i
of aeven, '
Year. )
: . 8 ending N b
1711, 173@. 1738. | 1740.] 1762. | 1783, '1807. 1808. | 1809. | 1810, | 1811.
Cod - | Barrels 141 2 - k] el sl ol o
Cod Cwt. - - - 6 5/ |- -] 305 88
g&g - | Do. . 1850 "g;o 153¢ | 1845 | 1163 | 1387 . -] -
errings Barre - | 6674 [21057 | 7743 | 258 5838 4248 | 743 2 24
h&nel- Cwt. - @ P— - 1]- - 77| 170} 381 | 867 | 283 - -
Ma Barvels -|- - 2 | 110 | 298 6t |- - -] - =
Pilchards | Hogsheads |- - | 2594 | 2754 | 366 | - e efe afe fe -}
Salmon - To_nl -] 920 545 | 518 | 383 489 | 253 121 52 50 48
Do. dried | Cwt. - 59)- -f{- - 1f{e oo oo oo 1. .
Eels - | Barrels - - e 1] o). -} - .
O’Otel'l - - - - - =16 Fh « ol ole =
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IMPORTS.

Average .
| X of seven ’ B |
| Year. years .
L g - ending i i D -
1711, | 1734, [ 1788, | 1740. | 1762. | 1788. 1807. | 1808. | 1809, | 1810, { 1813. |

Gié

Anchovies- | Barrels -| 809 | 776 4014] 564 | 59| 13v 98 s 339
Cod « | Cwt. - 3| sooy| 1223| 678 427 | 531 | 10822 | 3674 | 8449 | 14023
Cod - | Barrele .| 14| 15(- -| 2 33 |. - 33| 25| 200 59 |
\ Htke - |CWt. |- |- -}. - - 36 s{- - .- .- .
Heringg - |Bamels |- -[|- -|- -|- - 18 | 4524 | 92348 | 43097 | 33581 | Sv7%8
Ling = - |Cwt. |- | syl 3| 48] e14| 281 1600 | o812 | 1138 | s255 [
- Mackarel - | Barrels |~ -}- |- |- - 18- -} -]e ole . -}
" Pilchards - Hognheldl -1- - - - 69 o |- S I
Salmon - -1 18 1 il 6 2| & s H 1 25
Stock’ - I I U P 3 55h-”----..- - .
- : -| e 198 ). 19| 282 R ER P D
%","..'“‘e..-é:ﬂz....... ' 4 I

.
r

An Account of Bounties paid on Fish out of the Public Revenue in the-following
years, ending the 5th of January.’

1

~ _ rs02 | 1808 | 1804 | 1805 [ 1806 | 1807 | 1808 | 1509 [ 1810 [ 1811 1812 |
. i . . 4

s

Oh Pishing Vessels] 4268 |'4850 | 5935 | 5383 |'5781 | 5964°| 7028 | 5176 [ 4456 | 4360
lcish “l’d fish 104 s O 08 s 838 ('298: . 316 0 146 | 63 20l!. --' .

. oned s B . f D L ! i
i o ] toafsrof s sl oer)- o[ 56 38 13f em ,
}Oﬁ"‘g"‘";d - -|1078].- .-} 86 |- -|- -| 1196 | 4813:| 4061 | 7798 .

Ope article in the above table will excité astonishment, the bounty on the im-
portation of foreign fish. How such a measure could have been adopted by any,
government, or how the idea of it could have been entertained by any legislator, is
%0 me inexplicable. It has been reported that a certain great merchant, an importer,
bad inflaence sufficient in the Irish’parliament to carry this bounty, that he might
profit by the measure. It is hard to credit such an allegation ; but from. what has'in
other cases fallen under my observation, I cannot but believe the rumour to be
just. But, whatever may have been the cause, a bounty so inconsistent with every
principlé of political economy, and even so contrary, to commen sense, cannot be.
sufficiently reprobated ; and, asit is 2 most glaring. instance of. the misepplication:
of public money, I flatter myself that it will net be long suffered to ewist. .

So much has been. already written or the means of promoting the fisheries of
Great Britain, that the subject: seems to be nearly exhausted. Many sttenuously
argue in favour of companies, and consider that nothing effectual can be done with-
out them. In the present enlightened age, when the. cautious: prudence-of our.
ancestors is treated with contempt, and a new system is substituted, resting on a
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foundation little better than the laws of chance, the formation of companies would
be aitended with little difficulty. Speculations of every kind are so much the
fasb:op of qhe times, that there are men always ready with their signatures and
subschpuoqs, whenever a plausible scheme for increasing their capital is held out.
Of little consequence is it what the plan may be; whether it be to illuminate the-
streets of London with gas lights, or to supply the tables of its citizens with fresh
salmon from the Spey and the Tweed, or lobsters from the Orkney Islands, Norway,
and the Murray Firth ; if the scheme be varnished over with the allurmg bait of cent.
per cent. profit, thousands are attracted by the hope of participating in the golden
harvest. I am of 6pinion, however, that the fisheries neither in Scotland nor in
Ireland can ever be carried on by companies with real benefit to the country.” The
establishment of companies may serve to increase the property of individuals, whp
have already more, perhaps, than they know how to apply to a good purpose; buit
they will not tend to excite general industry or ameliorate the condition of the
people.* Wherever companies are established, individual exertion ‘must be crampeJ
and discouraged ; emulation, which, if ‘properly excited, would of itself promote
enterprise, will be altogether repressed, and the spirit of the inhabitants brokeg
.down from a conviction of their inability:to enter into competition with so formi-
dable a rival. It is not to be supposed that these men, when they hee the ocean coL
vered with the vessels of a powerful and opulent association, will ever dare to cons
tend with them on that element; and being thus deterred ! leven from making an
effort, they will remain in apathy and indolence. Before the minds of such meﬂ
can be roused to that energy, which is requmte to ensure a favourable. recepuon
to ‘any plan of improvement, the probability of success must be made apparent,
and they must be convinced that fre¢ scope will be allowed to. their exertions. ;A
company may give employment to a number of men at a stated rate of wages, who will,
know, that as long as they work they will receive their hire, and be able to find. a,
subsistence ; but what stimulus is this to their endeavours, while they are also: aware
that the proﬁts of their labours, however great, is to be swallowed up by their;
employers ? .
Under these circumstances, having no hope to stimulate, no prospects to encou-,

» The general ebject and spirit of companies may be seen in the following anecdete.- A native of Zaland, '
speaking of the fisheries there, says: * But about the year 1763, a company of merchants in London began
to purchase, or rather barter, ling fish, for different markets in the Mediterrariean, particularly for Barcelona.
They soon discerned that the natives of these islands, from their simplicity and inexperience, might easily be
made the dupes of cunning and artifice ; accordingly, they lost no time in extending their designs. By bring-
ing in large quantities of cloths and trinkets of all sorts, and exacting double their value, they imposed upon
the ignorant natives, who, being naturally fond of novelty, were more easily induced to swallow the bait. .
Thus, unhappily for the natives, the scheme which these adventurers had formed of making their fortunes at
their expense, succeeded but too well.”  Prise Essaye of the Highland Society, vol. i. p. 284.
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tage, it is not to be expected that they can ever make much progress in improvement.
A chilling damp is thrown over the poor man, when he knows that he has no chance _
of bettering his condition, or of emerging, whatever may be his conduct or his
merit, from the servile condition in which he is placed. With those who labour
for themselves the case is widely different; they are convinced, that the profits which
remain after their expenses are paid, may be employed in procuring those comforts
which sweeten toil, and make the severest hardships easy. When one of this body
prospers in the world, he is looked up to as 2 model for imitation; his example in-
cites others to pursue the same course; and thus a spirit of emulation is diffused
through the whole neighbourhood. 'When men begin to feel their own importance,
it is then only that schemes for their improvement can be attended with success ; and
this will never be the case until they are excited to an ardent exercise of those powers,
cither of body or mind, which it has pleased Providence to bestow upon them.

A writer on political economy* lays it down as a general maxim, that no sanction
should be given to any company for an enterprise which can be undertaken and con-
ducted by individuals. Gompanies may be useful in infant states, to support under-
takings attended with great expense, and especially such as are of a hazardous nature,
or where distant voyages are required; because, if they fail, the losg, by being so
much divided, will be very little felt. . Domestic fisheries, however, do not fall
within this description ; and if the object, in extending them, be, as it really ought,
to give employment to a superabundant population, and to improve the general state
of the people, this can be effected only by establishing competition, and opening
to them a prospect of superior comfort attainable by industry, and when attained
secured to them by the independence of their condition. S

It is commonly believed, but on most erroneous principles, .that 1f any . bnnch of
industry, and particularly fisheries, is carried on and rendered productive, it is of -
little consequence to the state by whom the money returned is received. 1 will
suppose that a company is formed in London or Dublin, to carry on an extensive
Bshery on the coast of Ireland, and that the undertaking brings to the subscribers
£50,000. per annum. 1 must ask in what manner the poor fishermen of the
country would be benefited by this large sum? A few might get employment,
perhaps, if they possessed sufficient knowledge of their business; but if it were
more advantagous to the company, they would engage English, or even Dutch fisher-
roen in their stead ; little of this money would be spent in districts where its diffusion
would be of most service, and it is only by proper circulation that money. can be
beneficial to a country. :
- The plan which I would propose for carrying on the Irish fisheries is as follom- a

Asa preparatory measure, the coasts of Ireland should be accurately surveyed by

* Bielfeld lnslitutioin Politiques, vol. i, p. 506.
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competent persons, to ascertain what points-are best adapted for fishing stations, and
in what parts of the neighbouring seas fish are most abundaut, or eusiestito be caught. -

When:the proper stations are fixed upon, inquiry should be made .in the distsicts
adjacent to each, for fishermen or others willing to- prosecute the business; -what
means or what skill they possess, and what encouragemeat it would be msaty
to afford them for that purpose. g

As the ocoupations of fisherman andl farmer are incempatible, & would :benecsnry
to ascertain the number of these.people who pbssess land ; and when .this were
known, means should be employed gradually to.detach them from their agricwitural
pursuits, and induce them ¢o apply themselves exclusively ¢o fishing.

When men are found who ‘may be disposed to establish themselves at any of the
stations, assistance should be given them to erect comfortable -habitations, and such
other buildings as msght be moesoaryfor .carrying on thenr'bnumass throughou ali
its parts.

Each fisherman of good characur o be furnished witha strong and sufficient
boat, with tackle, and every other requisites this ought to.bé done only on condition
that the money so expended, as well as the sum. for buildings, if any should be erected,
be refunded from the produce of their fishery, at such periods as might render the
payment least burdensome to themselves. Perhaps, it would be most eligible, that
the payment be made by instalments proportioned to their profits.

When a number of fishermen have been collected at one station, a few of those
who have experience, and who are respectable and industrious, should be invited to
settle among them, not only as examples .to others, but' that they might profit by
their skill and advice. The influence of such persons, would be attended with
the happiest effects.*

As it might be improper to leave these people entirely to their-own habits, allow-
ing each to follow the dictates af -his own ideas (for, were this the case, it is not to
be expected that much good could arise from their exertions), laws and rules should
be established for regulating every circumstance respecting their occupation; and
this code should be sanctioned by parliament, te give it that authority which-its ina-
portance would require; but care should be taken in framing these laws, - that as
" little vialence as possible be offered to inveterate habits and prejudices, and the

® Tt would, perhaps, contribute much to the improvement of our fisheries, were a few Dutch fishers,
induced by euitable encouragements to embark in our vessels, to teach our people their methods of taking
and curing herrings. I have heard of attempts made by our countrymen te introduce the buss fishing
at gea.  Their vessels were sent to fish among the Dutch busses, and endeavoured to imitate what they saw
them doing; but while the latter had soon completed their cargoes, the former had not taken a single.fish,

This failure must have been owing either to want of proper tackle or to want of skill.” Prize Essays of the
Highland Sociely, vol. i. p. 296, note by the editor.
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-

language ought to be so clear and intelligible as to leave no room for misinterpre-
tation, that great source of opposition and discontent.

When fishing stations have been peopled in the above manner, and . particularly
with men disengaged from agriculture, proper measures should be adopted to pro-
vide ‘markets not only for the sale of their fish, but for supplying them with
provisions and necessaries suited to their wants, and within the compass of their
means to purchase.

A few revenue cutters, under the command of select officers, should be appointed
to those parts of the coast where these fisheries are established, to enforce the laws;
and the commanders ought to be invested "with powers to adjust dnputes or mis-

understanding among the fishermen at sea, subject, however, to the revision of a
higher authority established for that purpose.

Inspectors of fisheries should also be appointed to reside on the coast, for lhe '
purpose of visiting the different stations, and enforcing the regulations on shore.
Part of their duty te consist in tranemitting to government, a report from time to
time of the state of the fisheries, and every circumstance affecting their welfare.

Money for defraying the -expense attending this plan might be supplied either by.
government or by individuals. If by individuals, a patriotic society, without
any view to private emolument, might form a subscription, the amount to be
expended agreeably to the system here proposed, unless the proprietors of adjacent
land should be induced to take the whole upon themselves; as the expending
money in this manner would not only do public good, but benefit themselves. At
any rate, the experiment as it might be made upon a small scale, is worth attempt-
ing, its future extension depending on its success.

et

CHAPTER XVL

MONEY AND CIRCULATING MEDIUM.
WR_ITERS have endeavoured to prove, that mints were erected, and money coined
in Ireland several centuries before the Christian zra; but’ their arguments rest on
too slender a foundation to be entitled to much observation. That the Irish were at
an early period, acquainted with the precious metals, and used them for personal or-
naments, there can be little doubt ; but if they carried on any trade it was merely by
barter, as is common among uncivilized nations.* Gold and silver, estimated

* Eenzerspms yap ymopnss s Bowduas e usaysclas §r vl xm exwipwny I awhioraler if domyxes § ¥F
sopsspuatis wopodi xpowe & yap swBasaxtor sxaror T xava Qucn aréyxawr® die wpos Tap EAAyds TOWTEY T
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acconding to their weight or size, were given in exchange like other marketable ar-
ticles,* long before money, with a particolar atamp or engraving, was known. The
use of money speaks a considerable degree of civilization. The arts give birth to
commerce, and commerce, when it spreads itself extensively abread, cannot be car-
ried om without the introduction of symbols, as a substitute for those articles of
value and necessity which might be too ponderous or bulkly to be transported with
facility from one place to another. The state of Ireland, from accounts left ua by
ancient historians, appears not to have been so far improved at the period to which
these writers allude, as to warrant us in supposing, that its inhabitants had adopted
this commercial talisman. )

A learned author says, that the first mint in Ireland was erected by the Ostmen,
or Danes, who, about the ninth century, invaded the countzy ; but their coins were
current only among themselves.t He asserts also, that English money did not cir-
culate in Ireland till the middle of the 14th century, when Edward 1L, in the fifth
year of his reign, considering that the trade of that kingdom would be greatly be-
nefited by the introductiona of coin, and that the revenue would be more productive,
ordered a new coinage for shat part of his dominions, as he had for England ; but
a8 there are no specimena of this coin, it is likely that his intentions were never
curied into effect. That the Irish, coutinues he, did not adopt moneyas a .
standard for estimating the value of things, about seventy years after, we havwe evi-
dence in Mac Murrough, the Prince of Leister's horse, being rated at 400 caws,
The relator of this expressly adds, in Ireland they barter by exchange, one commo-
dity for another, and not for ready money. ¢ They exchange,” says Campton, in 1570,
“ by commutation of wares, for the most part, and have atterly no coin stinting in
any great lords’ houses.”t This demonstrates that coin was long scarce in Ire-
land ; and that the Irish, at the times mentioned, adhered to their old habits and

Cnr ci0r & udnpos xal Epyvpes x'ar i 71 TowTer Irgort we piv wpider Awaws dpisbiy peyiln xai rabuw” 7o 3 iAo~
Tai0r xas xapaxtipa iwBarrirrer e aworbon Tas peTpRoINs alTiS Yyap xapaxTp iTibn TE wosev owumor.  Arist,
Polit. lib. i. cap. 6. p. 39. Francof 1801.
R According to Strabo, the ancient Lusitanians had no money, but in commerce employed 'silvor, which
they cut according to the value of the articles purchased. ‘Asri & voulouaros & N Aar iv Babe Qoprivy duaifn
Kpurras, § 73 dpylps iNacuatos Aworswrorre Jdoacs.  Geograph. lib. iii. edit. Almel. Amst. 1707. vol. i.
p. 155, : :
~ The people of the Gymnasian or Balearian iskands, weed no mosey, and they even prohibited the introduo-
tion of it among them. “Appupsi & xal xpvod ropiouars To wepisar & Jgorvas xes, xafAs TaUTE BEBYNS 8§ T
moor serbuos.  Diod. Sic. lib. v, edit. Wesseling, Amst. 1746. vol. i. p. 343.
* Brass money was first known at Rome in the reign of Servius Tullius; coins of silver were not employed
till the year 525, alter the building of the city, aad those of gold were not introduced till sixty ycars later,
Plin. Hist. Not. lib. xxxiii. cap. 8. Lugd. Bat. 1669. val. iii. p. 451, 452. )
" 4 Ledwich’s Antiquities of Ireland, 4to. Dublin, 1783. p. 216.
1 Ibid. p. 216.
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customs, s is their practice to this day in some parts of the country. But as it is net.
my object to enter into a disquisition on the antiquity of coins, and money in Ireland,
I shall leave the subject to those who feel a pleasure in such researches,and who have
leisure to consult the documents, and examine the remains of antiquity which may
be deemed necessary for that purpose. They will find much curious information
on this head, in Ledwich’s s Antiquities, and in Simon’s Work on Irish Coins, pub-
lished at Dublin in 1749.*

The first certain account of money being coined in Ireland, is in the reign of King
John, when the government of that kingdom was intrusted to John de Grey, Bishop of
Norwich, who, in 1210, caused pennies, half-pennies, and farthings, to be coined
of the same weight with those of England; and they were. made current in the
conntry by proclamatxon +

- Henry IIL., in 1247, ordered stamps to be graven of a new cut,t and to be sent
to Canterbury, Divelin, (Dublin) and other places, forbidding the use of any other
stamp than that émployed at the exchange, or mint of London. The same prince,
in 1251, caused peanies and half-pennies§ to be struck in Ireland, as is suppesed,
to pay the large and frequent subsidies then demanded of that kingdom by
Pope Innocent IV.|| Whether his son Edward ., to whom he mzade a grant of
Freland, I coined money in his father's life-time, is uncertain; but om his ac-
cession to the crown he found his treasure empty, and the current coin of the king-
dom reduced to a very bad condition, by clippers and the importers of base money.
To remedy this evil, he established in 1275, 2 standard,”™ by which the mints in
Ireland were also to be regulated ;+ and four years after, 2 new kind of money was
ordered to be struck there under the government of Stephea de Fulborn, bishop of
Woaterford, 11 then lord deputy, which according to Sir James Ware,{§ consisted
of groats, at foar-pence ; half-pence and farthings to be current throughout BnglM

and Irelaud.
In the twenty-ninth year of the reign of this prince, that is, in 1300, basé and

* An Essay towards an Historical Account of Irish Coins, by James Simon, of Dublin, merchant, FRS.
Dublin, 1749. 4to.

+ Simon, p. 12. Leland’s History of Ireland, vol. i. p. 193. London edit.

. §Stow’s Annals, London, 1631. p. 187. ¢ Rymer, vol. i, p. 462. edit. London. -

|| Matt. Paris, London, 1684, p. 631. Matt. Westm. Francf. 1501, p. 335. Sir James Ware says
in his Annals, edit. 1704, p. 46. The clergy of Ireland sent Irish curses after their money, for they were
driven at the worst to sell unto their merciless merchants (the nuncios) their cows, hackneys, cuddoes, and
aqua-vite, .to make present payments, and were driven in that extremity to sell their cups, chalices, copes,
altar clothes, and vestments.

A Rymer, vol. i. part i. p. 187. Dutch edit. o Camden s Remains, chap, Morey.
++ Rot. Turr. Birm, 9. 10 Edw. 1. 11 Davis’s Reports, p. 21. ¢¢ Annal. Hib. edit. 704. p. 59.
T2



140 THE PAST STATE OF MONEY AND CIRCULATING MEDIUM.

mixed moneys, called crocards and pollards,* were, by the King's proclamation,
decried in Ireland,+ as their importation into England bad been there prohi-
bited, on the forfeiture of life and goods.; This proclamation was transmitted
to Ireland, and is still extant, it is said, in the red-book of the Exchequer, Dublin.§
About this time, the circulation of so much defaced and mixed money being stopped,
four new furnaces were erected in the mint of Dublin, to supply the great demand
for good money ; and Alexander Norman de Luce was constituted master of the
coiners. ||

This prince was the first, who, on his Irish coins, added to his title of Rex Anglia,
that of Dominus Hibernia; and instead of the minter’s name, ordered the name of the
city where the coin was struck to be stamped on its reverse. He is likewise said ta
have been the first that coined round half-pennies;I but this appears to be a mis-
take, as there are still preserved round half-pennies and farthings of John, and
Henry 1L

From the end of the reign of Edward I. till the ninth year of Edward 111, nothing
occurs in history on the subject of coins; bat at the latter period, the ounce of silver,
which then had been cut into twepty deniers, or pennies sterling, was ordered to be
cut into twenty-six.** By a roll of the year 1336,+ it appears also, that a proclama-~
tion was issued by the King and Council, for the coinage of pennies, half-pennieg,
and farthings, in Ireland. On this occasion bullion was received at the King's.
exchange, at the rate of twelve ounces troy-weight, to the pound. But it was
returned coined, at eleven ounces four penny-weights only, which was the weight
of the pound of the tower. However, notwithstanding the addition of one ounce,
two penny weight alloy in a pound of silver, the Irish coins, were the best
struck in this reign ; for the English pennies, at the rate of twenty-six to the ounce,
did not weigh above nineteen grains. Silver, passed then in Ireland at the
rate of Is. 9d. the ounce.yt Two years after, by a writ Rex custodi suo Hibernie,
the black money, called turneys,* which were in use before in that.country, were

" Thege crocards, pollards, and other foreiga coins, called mitres, lionines, rosaries, rosaines eagles, from
the stamps on them were privately brought from France and other foreign parts, and uttered for pennies,
though not worth a halfpenny Accarding to Hollingshed, (Chron. Eng. ad Ann. 1300.) they were made
of a mixture of silver, capper, and sulphur.

+ Aunal. Anonim Biblioth, Cottan. No. 16, Camd. Annal. Hlb An, 1760. Davis’s Reports, p. 21,

1 Stat. de fals monetd. 27 Edw. I.

§ Ware’s Antiq. by Harris, p. 909. I Davis’ Reports, p. 26.

1 Aunnal. Agonim. Bibl. Cotton, M. 16. o

*# Annals of Rob. Aversbury Rastal of Money, p. 345.

1+ Ware's Antiq. by Harris, p. 210. Irish Hist. p. 162, 11 Simon, p. 17.

3t These black moneys were probably the French deniers, or double deniers, of mixed metal, struck at Toura
in France, whence tl.ey were called T urrononsis monela, Tournois, and in Ireland Turneys,
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prohibited, although permission was given that they should be received in pay-
meat, until sterling money could be provided to replace them. .

In the year 1386, Richard 11. created Robert de Vere, Earl of Oxford, his favour-
ite,* Marquis of Dublin and Duke of Ireland, granting to him the fullest powers and
prerogatives of sovereignty, among others was that of coining money of gold and
silver, and all other kinds before used in the island ; but whether he really had any
made there in his name is uncertain, if not improbable, as he did not go over, being
next year forced to fly to Holland, and thence to Louvain, where he died three
years after.+

In the reign of Henry V. there is Iltt!e to remark on this subject; but in that of
Heory VI. many parliamentary regulations were adopted in Ireland, relative to mo-
ney. Most of these acts as well as those of the three preceding reigns, have been
cither lost or destroyed. But we are told by Sin James Ware,} that in Feb. 1459,
mints were established in the castles of Dublin and Trim ; and about the same time,
not only silver, but brass money, was coined by the king’s command. ;

By the statue which was enacted on this. occasion, at a parliament held at Drog-
heda, it was ordained, that two coins should be struck, of different forms, in the castles
above-mentioned, one of the weight of half a quarter of an ounce troy, that is,
sixty grains; on which was to be imprinted on one side a lion, and on the other a
crown, called an Kelandes dargent, a silver Hibernia, to pass for the value of one
penny ; the other of the- weight of about seven grains and a half, to have on one side
the impression of a.crown, and on the other a cross, called a Patrick, eight of which
pass for one pennys. It was also ordered, that a gross or groat should be made of
the weight of three-pence sterling, or forty-five grains, to pass for four-pence ster-
ling ; on which should be imprinted on one side a crown, on the other side a cross,
audk abaut the. cross an instription, exhibiting the name of the place where the coin
was struck.§.

In the fifth year of Edward IV, that is, in 1465, a parliament was held at Trim
before Thomas, Earl of Desmond, deputy to George, Duke of Clarence;. when it
was enacted, that all the gold coins struck in England in the time of Edward 1.,
Richard II., Henry IV., Henry V., and Henry V1., should be raised in value, viz.
the noble to ten shillings, the half nable to five shillings, and the quadrans, or quar-
ter noble, to two shillings and six-pence; whereas before this act they passed in Ire-
land as in England, the noble for eight shillings and. four-pence, the half: noble at
four shillings and- two-pence, and the quarter noble at two shillings and one penny,
though there was a real difference bothas.to welght and intrinsic value.in the nobles .
of these different coms’ll

# Selden’s Tit. hon. p. 41. 4+ Simon, p. 11. 1 Antiq. p. 74, .
¢.Simon, p. 20, 21. - Il Ibid. p. 24.
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In the seventh year of this prince, that is, in 1467, an act was, passed, by which the
price of silver was enormously raised in Ireland, for it was ordained, that a piece of
silver should be struck, called a double, to pass in that country for eight-pence ; ten
such pieces to go to the ounce, according to the rightful standard of the Tower of
London, and twelve such- ounces to the pound; another piece called a gross, to
pass for four-pence, twenty such pieces to go to the ounce of the Tower weight
and a piece of silver of two deniers, or half a groat, of the same proportion, forty
of them making an ounce ; likewise a piece of silver called a denier (penny), eighty
of them to the ounce, besides the alloy; halfpennies and farthings were to be made
to accord with the sameé proportion, and the whole to be struck in the castles of Dub-
lin and Trim, the cities of Waterford and Limerick, the towns of Drogheda, Gal-
way, and Carlingford. ¢ Hence it appears, that the value of silver was at this time
raised to double what it was in the last reign, that is, from three shillings apd four-
perice the ounce, to six shillings and eight pence ; when the groat weighed as much 23
the double groat, struck in virtue of this act. The consequence, however, was, a
sudden rise in the price of provisions, and other nccessaries ; so that the next
parliament, in 1470, thought proper, in order to remedy this evil, to enact, that the
master of the mint should strike in the castles of Dublin and Trim, and the town of
Drogheda, five different sorts of silver coins, viz. the grods, the demi-gross, the de-
nier, the demi-denier, and the quadrant, or farthing ; eleven of these groats were to
. make an ounce troy weight, and every one of them not clipped to pass for four-
pence ; the same proportion was to be observed in the inferior denominations. From
_this period we may date the difference in the carrency between English and.Irish
money; for by this statute, the pounnd of bullion is to be shorn into one hundred
- and thirty-two groats, or forty-four shillings by tale; whereas in England, the like

pound was cut into one hundred and twelve groats and a half; and thirty-seven
shillings and sixpence; by which means the difference was six shillings and six-
pence in the value of a pound of silver, or seventeen and one-third per cent, and
not twenty-five per cent or a fourth part.*” '

By another act passed in 1472, it was enacted, that all grosses should pass in
Ireland, as they did in the days of Edward Til., Richard II., Henry IV., and Henry
VLI.in England and Calais; every piece not clipped for five-pence, the half-groat for

'two-pence half-penny, and the denier at one penny farthing ; the noble of gold to
pass for ten shillings; the crown for five, and the quadrant for two shillings and
sixpence each; whatever they might be deficient in weight to be made good in cur-
rent silver, and that whoever refused to take them should lose his debt.

Notwithstanding the care taken by the legislature to preserve the coin of the
kingdom in a state proper for circulation, it appears that much light and bad

* Simen, p. 27. ‘4 Madden’s MSS. Trin, Coll, lib. c. 1. F tab. 4. No. 24.

’
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money bad been coined in the castles of Dublin and Trim, the city of Cork, and
the towns of Drogheda, Youghal, Kinsale, and Killmalleck, for which Lynch,
master of the mint, was indicted and found guilty, but the king, having by letters
patent granted him a free pardon in 1473, he was again employed.*

In the year 1473, an act was passed for a new coinage, by which the price of silver
was again raised, and brought to fifty-six shillings in the pound by tale; so that the
difference between the value of the English and Irish groat was nearly fifty per
cest. in a pound of bullion; for the weight of the groat was thereby reduced to thirty-
two grains, the half-groat to sixteen, the penny to eight, the halfpenny to four, and
the farthing to two. The ounce of mlver, therefore, was now worth four shillings
and eight-pence.+

Great scarcity of money seems to havc prevailed in lreland in 1476, for it was
enacted, in order to encourage the importation of foreign coin, that the rider, fine
and good, should pass for five shillings ; the ducat, the lyon, the crown, and the
crusade, for the same ; the Burgundy noble for ten shillings, the salute for five, and
the halves and quarters in proportion ; and that, if any of the said coins were defi-
cient in weight, so much should be abated in payment. The gold noble, which in
the fifth year of this prince was raised to ten shillings, was on this occasion, raised
ta twelve, and ather species in proportion. ;-

In 1483, under Richard LIL it being found that great abuses had crept into the .

mint, and that the public had sustained much loss by them: the first thing the par
liament did was, to turn Germyn Lynch, mint master-general, out of his place; at
the same time a new coinage was ordered of grosses, demi-grosses, deniers, and demi-
deniers, in such manner,. that the pound troy should be cut into two hundred and
twenty-five grosses at fonr-pence each, and so in proportion for the inferior coins.
The merchant was to receive four shillings and sixpence for every ounce of bullion
brought into the mint, and all counterfeit money was decried and prohibited.§
" In the reign-of Henry VII. the difference between' English and Irish money was
ane third in value, 2s appears from a letter of Octavian, Archbishop of Armagh, to
the king, in 1487, recommending Arthur Magennis for the bishopric of Dromere ;
in which he says, that the revenue of that diocese was not worth above forty pounds
of the coin of Ireland, which is less by one-third part than the coin sterling.|

In 1509, soon after the accession of Henry V11I. the current coin of Ireland was
so clipped and defaced, and also o scarce, that the Earl of Surrey, then lord-lieu-
tenant, sued to be recalled, through the want of money and supplies from England,
to carry on the war against the rebels,I and the mayor of Dublin gave but one

* Simon, p. 28. 4 Ibid.ibid. * 3 Ibid. p. 29. ¢ Ibid. p: 3. § Ibid. p. 32.
9 Ware’s Annals, edit. 1704, p 70, :
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crusadoe to the messenger who brought him Shane O'Toole’s head, slain by the
earl of Kildare. It appears also that, in. consequence of its being so clipped, it was -
necessary lo pay and receive it by weight, for Archbishop Allan* says, that his
cross having been pledged for a2 sum of money by some person belonging to the
priory of Christ Church, where it was usually kept, he released .it at his own ex-
pense, and that it cost him nearly an hundred ounces of silver.

- This prince having, in the thirty-third year of his reign, that is, in 1541, assumed
the vitle of King of Ireland, for that of Lord of Ireland, which had been ueed by his
predecessors, was so proclaimed on the 13th of June, in St. Patrick’s Church, near
Dublin. On this occasion, new groats were struck similar in shape and impres-
sion like the former, but varying in style and inscription. These were of ordinary
metal, being nine ounces six penny weights fine, with two ounces fourteen penny
weights allay ; on which account an act was passed, prohibiting their being imported
into England from Ireland, under forfeiture of treble the value with fine and impri-
sonment.+ .

But to such difficulty was Henry reduced in consequence of the expense in-
curred by his expeditions into France and Scotland, that he was compelled, as
Sir James Ware says,} to direct to be coined brass money, and to command it by
proclamation to pass for current money in all parts of Ireland. It appears, in-
deed, that almost all the money coined in this reign, was principally of brass,
containing not more than four ounces fine, with eight of allay, although, according’
to the indenture, this proportion ought to have been reversed ; so that if we value
the ounce of silver at four shillings and six-pence, to which, from two shillings and
eight-pence, it was raised in the three preceding reigns, we shall find, that in a
pound weight of this money, there was but eighteen shillings’ worth of silver, with
one shilling’s worth of copper, and that the whole value of the metal made current
for three pounds twelve shillings, was only nineteen shillings.§

In the second year of Edward VI. Sir Edward Bellingham, lord chief justice of
Ireland, by the king’s command, ordered money to be made in the castle of Dublin,
where a mint was kept. But, for want of bullion, the establishment gradually de-
cayed. Hence some have inferred that, after this period, mints, were discontinued
in Ireland ; but, according to Moryson, the Irish had a mint-house at the commence-
ment of the reigo of Elizabeth.

In the short reign of Edward V1., if any money was coined, it must have been
composed of as bad metal as that of the preceding; since in his last year he
commanded by proclamation, at the request of the council of Ireland, that
the Irish groats which had too much brass allay, should pass only for two-pence

* Allan’s Register. + Simen, p. 33, 34, 1 Aunals, p. 118, . ¢ Simon, p. S4.
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in value; a regulauon which, a5 we are told, conduced much to the good of the
le.*
Peo({ueen Mary, on her acoession to the throne, that she might ingratiate herself with
the people of England, prohibited the currency of base money there, and ordered
gold and silver to be coimed of a better standard. But Ireland was particu-
larly excepted from the benefit conferred by this measure,+ as her majesty had a
special standard for the money which she intended for that country. She accord-
ingly ordered, in 1558, shillings, groats, two-penny pieces, and, perhaps, pennies, to
be struck fer Ireland, but of as coarse and base a metal as any made use of in the two
last reigns.}

In the second year of Philip and Mary, Sir Edward Peckham, Knt. treasurer of
the mint of England, Thomas Stanley, comptroller, and William Knight, a pay-
master, or any two of them,§ were empowered to coin from ten thousand pounds of
‘base money brought into England by King Philip, shillings at twelve-pence Irish,
forty of them, or one hundred and twenty groats to the pound, and at the rate of
three ounces fine, and nine ounces allay. ~ A second and third coinage of the same
kind afterwards took place;jj so that in less than three years,-there was coined of
such base money to the value of twenty-two thousand five hundred pounds,” besides
‘what was struck in the first yeir of the reign of this queen, before her marriage ¥ .

. Her successor Elizabeth was ‘the first who ordered_the ounce of silver to be cut
into sixty pennies,” so that the penny, which before was the twentieth part of an
ounce, was then made, as it is now, the sixtieth part; and, consequently, the ancient
peany of silver, at least such as was coined before the ninth year of Edward IIL,
contained as much silver as is now worth threo-pence farthmg of our present
‘carrency.

In the beginning of this reign, a commission was granted to Sir Edmund Peckam,
Knt. treasurer, Thomas Stanley, comptroller of the mint in the tower of London,
and others, to convert the base meney thea current in England into barp shillings, 13
and groats, for the use of Ireland ; and out of four thousand pounds of this base coin,
to make eight thousand pounds im harp shillings and groats, three ounces fine, and
mine ounces allay.. It appears, howeves, that about 1560, the coin which had been

-80 debased during the three preceding reigns, and in the beginning of the present,

" » Ware’s Annals, p. 197. Siawn, p. 35. $ Leake on English Coins, p. 280.
1 Simoo, p. 35. § Mint Books in the Tower.
ﬂlnkeonlnglhhcom,p.m,mdnq 1 :Simen, p. 36.

®+ In England, Elisabeth did rate the ounce upon one oscasion at sixty pennies, s had been done in the
last yar of Edward V1. ; but afterwards at sixty-two pennies, which is the pnpomon that has come down te
our own time,
# Davis’s Reports, p. 24. " 11 Leake, ut supra.
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was : restored to. nearly its former purity* and imtritsic value, both in Irelapsd
and in England ; and that a particular kind of money was struck by order of the
_.queen for the former, namely, shillings of the value of nine-pehce English, to pau
in Ireland for twelve-pence.+

. By the events .of this reign, we are more cleasly,emahled to percsive the polioy
of the English government, in the system it had adoptedl for the supplios of
money destined for Ireland. S§ir Joba Davis, says,i that the quéen, in order te
pay the royal army which she kept in that kingdom for many years, %o suppress
Tir-Oen’s rebellion, caunsed great quantities of mixed monéy to be coined in the
Tower of London, with the usual stamp and inscription ; and to be transmitsed
with her proclamation, dated May 88d, 1601, by which her majesty declares this
mixed money to be the lawful and current maney of Ireland. It is futther declared,
that if any person ar persons should refuse it in any kind of traffic or trade, in
.the payment of wages, stipends, or debts, aecording te its valuation, they should he
punished as cintemners of .her magesty’s royal preragative and cemmands : and to
make .this coin mere. curreng, it wae ordered, that allothetlnney- curress in the
kingdom, should be annulled, esteemed as bullion, and not 3s the lawful nomyef '
the eaid realm.§ .

But this sarbitrary nkeasure,:e0 unppmn& o the l:herty., property, ‘and wcl&ue
of the subject, was not adopted until many consultations had:heen held in Eng-
lands for although it was warmlysupgisted by -some of the ministers, the Queen
herselfl was against it. Camdem, who bived in this reign, and who was likely ®0
have: been mell acquainted with: the seares springs. by which the court wasthen
goided, throws so much kght on the. whale .scheme, that his account desérves te be
transcribed. “ About this time a proclamation was issued, agreeably to an act passed
in the reign.of Henry VIL, thatae min sheuld carry oveh any English money to
Irelamdy; because the rebels daewe inth theit own bands the greaten part-of it in owdér
to buy. ammuaition aid provisien foo the war; or.merchadts experted it thence to. fo-
reign parts; to.the greay detriment and prejudioe of  England. . Sexious deliberations

wera, therefore, held 'on:alterimg the -Irvish ¢oin, by mixing with it sbme brase, as the
 Trish war drew. annually oot of England above .£160,000. stetling. Some were. of
opinion that by this scheme, the expenses of the war might be lessened ; that all the
good money might be drained by exchange from Ireland to England, and that the re-
bels, when ;ood money failed, would be excluded from all commerce with foreigners,
and, therefore, of necessity weakened. But others argued, that this exchange of mo-
ney would bring dishonour. omthe .queen, and injury.to the subjoct ; that the gbod
money of Irelind could not be draWn thence: withont a great charge to the govern-

* Ware's Amnals of Elig. p. 5. 1 Reports, p. 18.
+ Simon, p. 37. ¢ Simom, p. 39.
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ment ; and that the gain obtained, if the new money were coined in England, would
not, when the accounts were cast up, counterbalance the expense of carrying it over ;
much Jess woyld the profit be, were it coined in Ireland, ¥Where a mint must be ne-
cessarily established at a heavy cost, and minters hired at:a-dear rate of wages ; nei-
ther could the commerce of -the rebels with foreigners he hindered by it, so long as
there was silver.in the new coin, which the merchant knew well enough how t6 se-
parate, and to whom it would be all one, whether he received one piece of maney,
or three of the same value. It was added also, that it was to be feared, that the sol-
diers:would mutiny, as their pay would thus be diminished. But Buckhurst, the
lord treasurer, 2 man well skilled in money matters, prevailed on the queen, by urg-
jng mecessity, which as he. said, uaually gives law on such occasioms, to agree that the
money should be altered for a time, and be afterwards recalled to its full value; to
which, however, the queen was exceedingly averss, frequently observing, that it
would reflect much on ber credit, and ereate discontent in the army.... To the
armyy,. certainly it proved a great prsjudice : whether it turned out to the queen’s ad-
vantage, [ know not; but it, donbtless, htought :great gain to the treasurer and pay-
mmaters, whose avarice, which is -fertile in the inwention of new ways to get mney

may seem at. first.to have devised it.”* - .

‘That this mieasure turned out, s those who- opposed it had foreseen, very prejudi~
'elal to the kmgdom in.general, and to the army in particular, secms to be proved by:
saveral passages in Moryson’s History:of those: Times. This writer says, * the 15tk
of May, the lord deputy received by the handsof Sir George Cary, treasurer of war,
a2 peoclamation signed by the queen, tabe published for making the new standard of
mixed monies to be the only current in this kingdom, all other coins to be brought
in to the treasurer; and likewise a letter from the queen, requiring the lord deputy
and council, to further the due execution of the proclamation ; and by some plausible
graces;. done in general to the subject, in establishing an exchange of this coin into
sterliog money of England, &c. inviting all to swallow this bitter pill, which im-
povesished not only the rebels, but her majesty’s best servants in this kingdom, only
enriching her paymaatcrc sitting quistly at home, while others adventured danly thclr
blood in ber service.”+

.In order, therafore, to make the most of this job, and to engross the whole profit to
themsel ves, as the. money was to be coined in England for the use of Ireland, and to
be remitted thither in the way of exchange, the huthors of this scheme procured a
patent fram the queen in faveur of Sir George Carey, treasurer #t war, and vice-
treasurer of Ireland, for erecting an office called, the Office of her Righness, her ex-
change between England and Ireland, of which the vice-treasurer was by indenture
constituted master, at places by him appointed; every person, for twenty shillings

* Gamden's Annals of Eliz. Loadon, 1688, p. 637. 4 Moryson's Hist. of Ireland, vol. i. p, 284,
U2g
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delivered in Ireland, was to receive nineteen shillings in England, and for twenty shil-
lings paid in England, twenty-one shillings in Ireland; at the same time, the master
was empowered to have deputies in London, Bristol, and Chester, in England; and
in Dublin, Cork, Galway, and Carrickfergus, in Ireland ; or within any other. c:m.,
towns, or ports, of England and Ireland, or either of them.*

The new coin being made current by several proclamations, and all others
ordered to be brought into the exchange office, goods and provisions rose to
double their former value; which produced general complaints, not only from -the
soldiers :and .officers, but from .the lord deputy himself, who, in his lettert to
- secretary Cecil, dated Nov. 7th, 1601, says, that ¢ his private estate was unable any
longer to continue the expense at which he was forced to live, growing greater by
the mixed money, as he ever thought it would fall heavy upon him ; by which reason
he might value his entertainment to be less by the half than it was in the time of the
old standard, ‘for whatsoever was bought with new coin, was raised to double :the
price,” and “as the exchange soon failed,” says Moryson,} “ so did our hearts there-
with : . for we served there in discomfort, and.came home beggars; so that the lord
treasurer. and paymasters who were thereby enriched, had cause to bless the authors
of this invention.” But instead of blame béing imputed to those who recom-
mended or.supported it, great complaints were made agamst the merchants,
‘appears by several of the .queen’s proclamations for raising the price of their
goods above : ‘seventy or eighty per cent, and refusing, or not taking enough of the
base money in exchange for whatever sterling' money they possessed ; and to make
good this charge against them, different accounts§ were -sent over of the pretended
exorbitant profit which they made on such articles as they imported or. malnbc-
tured.

On this system of ‘making base money current in Ireland, which had prevalled un-
der Heary VIII., Mary, and Edward VI., Simon remarks, that it must have had a
- very pernicious influence on agriculture ; for the landlord, who found, that instead -of
one shilling of good silver, he received but three-pence per acre, and, consequently,
that he lost three-fourths of his rent, would, no doubt, when any of his leases ex-
pired during those times, as well as in the reign of Elizabeth, raise the price of his
land to four shillings per acre of the then current money ;- this, in.the subsequent
reign, when the sterling money was restored, must have proved.a heavy burden
to the lessee, who found himself thereby obliged to pay four shillings sterling for
the land he had before for. twelve-pence, that is to say, an additional rent of thres

hundred per cent.||

» Simon, p. 41. . 3. Moryson,. p. 208,
+ Moryson, vol.i. p. $59. ¢ Ibid. vol. ii. p. 270,
}l. Simon, p. 42. : . :
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The total value of the money coined during the reign of this princess, is said to have
been £94,577. 19s. 6d. English, which at the rate of sixteen-pence Irish, for
.every shilling English, amounts to £118,222. 9s. 44d.* _

On the accession -of James I, this prince, finding the rebellion in Ireland sup-
.preued issued a proclamation for regulating the currency+ of the late queen; order-
lng, at the same time, a new coinage to be struck for that country, of shillings and

six-peaces nine ounces fine: the base thnllmga of the preceding reign were then
1o pass for four-pence, and the sixpenny pieces for two-pence ; but the halfpennies
and farthings of copper were to retain their value.t

In‘the latter end of 1604, this prince, having changed his title of King of England
- and Scotland, for that of King of Great-Britain, altered the inscription on his Eng-

lish and Irish coins, by adding the word Ireland.

In 1605, a farther reduction of the base money took place, it being ordered to pass
-at a fourth .of its value; that is, the shilling for three-pence, and.the six-penny
. piece for three half-pence ; and as the king’s title was altered on his English coins, so
.it . was also on his Irish.

James has generally been.considered as a weak and pedantic prince; but the opi-
-nion which he.seems to bave entertained of the system pursued by his predecessors
.n the regnlation . of the Irish coins, is worthy of an enlightened mind ; ¢ although
‘ it be most certain,” says the preamble to one of his proclamations, “ that
‘mothing is more .appropriate to sovereign princes, than the ordering of their
.monies, and settling them at such prices and valuations as they shall think fit, upon
‘mecessary causes ; yet, we have always been of opinion, that just grinces should not
use that liberty of their power, in abusing or enhancing the price of monies without

all respect to the common bencfit of their subjects.”§

By a proclamatlon of the 19th May, 1607, it was ordered, that.the English shil-

lings should pass in Ireland for sixteen-pence; and by another, dated May 18th,
- 1612, all goldsmiths and others were prohibited, under severe penalties, from melting
- any of the. gold or silver coins current in the kingdom. The following year this
pnnce ordered : farthings to be made of copper, and to pass equally in England and
i Ireland.||

At this time English. money was current in Ireland, but increased in nominal
value.¥ The twenty-shilling pieces laureat of this king passed in that country
for twenty-six shillings and eight-pence, and the other parts in proportion ; the Eng-
lish crown piece of five shillings passed for 8ix - shillings and eight-pence; the

' Engluh shilling for sixteen-pence; and the other parts in the same -ratio. The

» Sunon, P- 43 ;t Ibid. p. 44
+ Mint Books in the Tower. - |} Ibid. p. 45.
1 Simon, p. 44. 1 Lex Mercatoria, p. 360,
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‘exchange between Dablin and London was at twenty-one shillings Iristi, for fifteen
shillings English, with #ix or eight pence in every peund extra payable in. London.

In the first ten years of tbls reign, there were coined in Irish sterling’ money,
£166,213. 115

King Charles I, soon after hisaccessian, that § is, in 1625, gnuteda patent to ance,,

duchess dowager of Richmond and Lenox, and to Sir Francis Crane, k'mght for the
term of seven years, empowering themr to strike copper farthings ;- and by preciama-
tion he ordered, that they should passequally in England and Ireland. As too Rrge
quantities were, perhaps, sent over from England by the patentees, lord deputy
Wentworth and council found it necessary to issue a proclamation, en the 364k of
September, 1634, that no person shouid be compelled to take farthing tokons, mor
any one to pay above two-pence in farthings in any one payment.* :

In December following, the attention of parliament was directed to 2 much gmter .

~ evil, the exportation of foreign gold and silver to France, Spain, and the. Nether-
Iands, by which the country was drained of its specie; and after omany conferences
between the lords and the commons, they came to a resolution to petition the king
for the re-establishment of a mint in Dublin. - This measure, hewever, was not car-
ried into execation ; but in its stead, the king granted amother patent to Heary, lovd
Mahravera, -and 8ir Francis Crane, to cause farthing tokens to be made of brass, wnh
such a distinction, as should readily make them known from all others+

Bya proclamation of the 6th of April, 1637, it was ordered, that the title or name
of Irish money, or harps, should be abolished, and that all accoums, receipts, and
payments, should be reduced into sterling English money. ¢ All aecounts in- the

-exchequer,” says lord: Stafford, * and all payments and comtracts betwixt man aad
man, are now reduced into sterling money, so as hereafter. we' shall not nced for dis-
tinction to add Irish or sterlmg ; for all hereafier, is to be: nnderstood a&u the Eng-
lish accompts, twenty shillings to the pound.”}

After the massacre in 1641, the lords, justices, and council, to ra.lse ‘a fund
which was immediately wanted to maintain the army, issued a proclamation on the
14th of January, the following year, to encourage his majesty’s loyal subjects to bring
in their plate for the service of government. This was cheerfully complied with, aad
the whole coined into pieces: of various shapes and denominations; a second procla-
miation for the like purpose was issued in 1643, and the plate received in consequence,
was coined into crowns, half-crowns, shillings, six-penny. pieces, four-penny pnces,
three-penny pieces; two penny pieces, and pennies.§ -

Another kind of money coined in Ireland, without mtcnptnoa, and of the ulne of

" five shillings, is supposed to have been struck during the siege of Dublin, in 1641 ;

» Simon, p. 46. 1 Stafford’s Letters, vol if, p- n-m
1' lbidg Po 47. ' sm, P 48, °
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bt Simon says, that frbm: the cpess impriated -upon it, he is inclined to conclude that
it was made in issitatien .of the formen,.end ia opposition to it by the chiefs of the
rebels, who pretentetito act uader the king's authority. The same writer remarks,
that it is probable, that_the copper pieces called §. Patrick’s halfpence and farthings,
which he ascribes also to them, were struck about the same time in homour of St
Patrick, and of:their aew order of knmighthood.*

. Béfoxe the restoration of king Gharles.the II., and dering the commonwealth under
Cromwel, no money was coined for the particular use of Ireland ; but various persons
in Dublin, and other places in the kingdom, in consequence of the great scarcity of
sanll change, coined copper: tokens with their mames and places of abode stamped
wpon them, by which'means they bound -themselves to be answerable for the walut
they . represented : all these tokens were of brass or copper, the size of ewr
present farthings but thinoer.

In 1651, groat quantities of counterfeit auldlpped English mofey, was safst rftom
London to Ireland, tegether with base penny pieces, which by their ageats were
imposed on the merchants in that.country ; but some of the guilty were hhen md
suffered the punishment due to their crime.3

Charles II., soon after his restoration, that is, in 1660, granted a patent for twcuty-
one years ta Sir Thomas Armstrong, knight, for coining copper farthings, and all
other farthings were forbidden to be used throughout Ireland. About the same tims,
his majesty liaving taken imto consideration the bardehips under which his subjects of
Ireland labeured for want of gold and silver specie, ordered the council and lords
juttices to issue 2 proclamation for raising the price of foreign gold and silver coins
then cnrreet, amd for dcptmsing to a lower standard that part which was of the baser
kind §

In 1661, several penons in cities cotponte, and mrl:et towns, assumed the liberty
of wiaking btass or copper tokens, and uttering them for onc penny each, to the
grtak: prejudice of the public; as, for every twenty-pence of value in brass, thdre
were raised about tweaty shillings' of pure silver. The'lords justices -and coundil
issued two proclamations, forhddmg such tokens to be made without special leave
from his majesty.f -

In 1662, the king granted anocber patent to.8ir Thomas Viner, bart. Robert Viner,
asd Danisl Bellingham, of Dublin, goldemiths, for twenty-one years, for coining

" silver money from the half-peany to the:four-penny piece, of elevem cundes twod
penny-weights fine, and eighteen penny-weights allay, paying to his majesty twdvc
peace out of every pound troy, of I:he silver so comeddl _

1 . .

vs::-o-.p.lg. ¢ Ibid. p. 51.
4 Ibid. 49-50. {l Ibid. p. 52.
1 lbm. p. w’ ' , Ibid. p. 52.
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: About 1672, small change must have been very scarce in Ireland, since we find
that private persons and towns were obliged to coin copper tokens. There still re-
main penny pieces that were struck this year at Kinsale, which have oo one side a
portcullis, with the ﬁgure 1o, and round it Klunu, 1672, and on the other, the
arms of the town.*
In 1673, exporting the current money of the hngdom had become so frequent in
Ireland, and was so prejudicial to the country, that a proclamation was issued for
causing the laws and ordinances on that subject to be strictly enforced. The penalty
- in this case was forfeiture of the money, plate, or bullion, carried or intended to be
carried out of the kingdom; and the person who discovered it was entitled to one-
fourth part; a similar proclamation was issued in 1675.+ In 1683, another appeared
for ascertaining the worth of fomgn coins, which appears to. mngn to them a value
somewhat different to that given in 1660.1
In the course, however, of little mere than twenty years, gold and nl\rer coius,
among which those of England were now included, experienced another slteration;
‘the value being raised by King James, the day after his arrival in Dublin, from
France, in 1688-9. By the proclamation issued on this occasion, the English guines
‘was to pass for £1. 4s. and the: half-guinea for 12s. The English crown was made
‘current at 5s. 5d.; the half-crown at 2s. 8id.; the English shilling at 1s. 1d.; and
the English six-pence at 64d.¢
"~ This appears tobe the first proclamatm, in which mention is made of English
money since the restoration ; and as the shilling was hereby raised to one shilliag and
one penny, there seems to be reason for supposing that it was before current at twelve
pence ; the half-crown at two shillings and six-pence; the crown at five shillings;
and the guinea at twenty shillings: ‘consequently, that the exchange between England
‘and Ireland was then at par. But as every thing now portended a civil war, the
‘protestant merchants and monied men collected their effects and retired to England.
Money thus became scarce, and without money it was impossible for James to mein-
tain hisarmy. His readiest resource, therefore, was to raise the value of that in circu-
lation ;'andfas guineas were less bulky, and easier carriage than crowns, or silver ooin,
he raised the value of English gold twenty per cent; that of the English silver only
eight and one-third; and foreign gold and silver in proportion: this was done that the
little money left in the kingdom, and the few thousand livres be had borrowed from the
French king might go the farther. But as this scheme did not supply money fast enough
to anewer the demands of his courtiers, or supply the necessities of the state ; this
prince was advised to annul the patent which he had granted only four years before
to Sir John Knox, and then in the hands of Colonel Roger Moore, and to seize on
that gentleman’s engines. This was accordingly done ; and two mints of his own

» Simon, p. 53, . t Ibid. p. 56.
4 Ibid, ibid. § Thid. 57-58.
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were established, oue at. Limerick, in the deanery-house, and the other in Dublin, in
Chapel-street, which last consisted of two psceses, one called the James ptéss, md
the other the Dachess.*

_Thase preparations being made, James issued ‘a proclamation, dated June 18th;
1689, for giving currency te two sorts of money composed of brass amd copper’
mixed, the one for twelve, and the other for six-pence. By another proclamation of
the 27th of the same month, a larger piece was ordered to be struck of the same me-
tal, and. tq pass carrent at the rate of half-a-crown, or two shillings and six-penice.
By a proclamation in 1689, this money was made legal payment for all debts what-
eyer; but as the mist could not.go on without metal, the master-gemeral of the
erdeance was ordered to deliver to the commissioners of the mint, some old: brase
guus which were lying io the castle-yard; a circular order was also sent: o the coll
lectors of the revenue, to procure all the copper and brass they could, and>te send i
up aa fast 26 possible ; and to encourage people-ta bring in: their plate, their' gobd; and
their silver specie to the mint, to exchang€ it for this coppen money, the eommyission-
ers were ordered to give six-pence i the pound in copper for allsilverand. poid
brought in to the mint, where it was to be taken at the current value; and full' weight.
As a further induceiment to take this money, it was thowght proper ¢o issue ai pragla-
mation on the 28th February, 1689, that all persons should be' at liberty to.pay into
the treasury, by way of loap, any sums. of ths said. maney, or of any other money
current in the kingdom ; and that all such. persons should, upon demand, be re-paid'
with interest, at the rate of six per cent. per annum: And by another proclamatiow
on the 9th of June, 1690, this prince, instead of six per cent. promised to pay ten per
cent. for such meney as should be brought into his treasury by way.of loan.

By various proclamations, his majesty's subjects were ordened to take in paymeat,
and accept the brass and copper money thus coined; and whoever refused to re-
ceive it at the rates mentioned, was.to be punished according to the utmest rigoar of
the law. k&, however appears, from Archbishop King’s State ef the Protestants of
Ireland, and from some coins extant, that the metal of ‘which this money was made,
was exceedingly bad, being a mixture of old gums, broken bells, old eopper, :brass
and pewter, taken from the absentees’ old kitchen utensils, and the refuse of metals,
molten down togetlier, and valued by the workmen in the mint at no more than three-
pence- or four-pence the pound weight; but when coined into six-penny, twelve-
penny, and half-crown pieces, and made current by the maridate of arbitrary power,
it passed at the rate of five pounds sterling the pound weight.¥

Archbishop King observes,§ that from the first setting up of the mint, to the 1st
of July, 1690, there was coined of this base money to the value of £965,375. ster-
ling. Dean Story says,]| thiere mas not above £1,100,000.; but, according to Simon,

» Simon, p. 59. + Ibid. p. 60. 1 Ibid. p..6%; * ¢ King’s State of the Protestants, p. 152.
Il Hist. of Ireland, p. 63. ’
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the whole sum was equal to £1,596,799. 0s. 6d., making in weight 173 tons, 19 cwt.
£ qrs. 21lbs. This, at four-pence per pound, amounted to £6,495. 8s. 4d., but when
coined and issued as money, it produced the sum above mentioned. Yet when James
fied from Ireland, the money found in the mint did not exceed £22,489., as appears
by the accounts of Lord Coningsby, vice-treasurer of Ireland ; and though the greater
part of this copper and brass.coin was forced on the protestants, by taking their
goods and giving it in payment, it appears from a proclamation issued on the 23d -
of February, 1690, that the Roman catholic subjects were by far the greater sufferers,
as the proclamation says, it was found by experience, that they had in their possession
the whole, or the chief part of this coin; there is reason, therefore, to think,: that
large quantities .of gold and silver must have been carried out of the kingdom by
James or his adherents when they quitted the country, since those who stood up in
his defence, and who ought to have shared in the spoil, sustained the greatest loss.*

After this prince had left Ireland, another kind of copper and brass money was
struck by his adherents in Limerick, during’ the siege of that place, which, from the
words stamped on their reverse, were called Hibernias. '
.. The first act of King William, after the memorable battle of the Boyne, with
respect to the coin of Ireland, was the issuing a proclamation-from his camp at Finglas,
near Dublin ; by which he reduced the extravagant value of the late copper and brass
money to the value of the copper ‘money formerly current. The large -copper and
brass half-crowns, and new stamped crowns of King James, were ordered to pass at
one penny each ; the small half-crowns at three farthings, and the large copper shll-
lings and six-pences at one farthing each. ¢

The value of-gold and silver having been raised abroad, many were mduced to
gend the current coin out of the kingdom. In order, therefore, to prevent this
evil, it was thought advisable to raise the value of all the foreign gold and silver
coins current in the kingdom, and a proclamation. was. accordingly issued for that
purpose, on the 29th of May, 1695. No mention is made .in this instrument of
the value of the English gold and silver coins, but Simon presumes, that we may
date from this period, the following rise in their value:} :

£. s. d
The guinea to .1 6 0
Half-guinea e v e e . . . .013%3 0
The crown e e e e .. .. .0 510 ‘
The half-crown 0. 21
\ The shilling 01 2
Thesix-pence . . . . .". . . . 0 0 7

On the second of June, 1701, the last year of this prince, a proclamation‘ was

s sm, P 64. . 4 Ibid-'po 68.. . I Page 67. .
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issued for reducing the several prices of gold and silver current in Ireland: and it is
believed that at this time, the guineas which- before passed for twenty-six shillings,
were reduced to twenty-three shillings; the half-guineas to eleven shillings and six-
pence ; the crown, which passed for five shillings and ten-pence, or, as some say,
from five shillings and five-pence; to six shillings ; the half-crown, to two shillings.
and eight-pence half-penny; the shilling, to one shilling and one penny; and the
six-pence, to six-pence half-penny. ‘No proclamatlon, however, on this subject, is to
be found, and, therefore, this supposition rests merely on report.*

In the reign of Queen Anne, no money of any kind was made for Ireland, but
several regulations were established respecting the currency of the kingdom; one
made the new French louis-d’ or, and crown current, the former at £1. 2s., and the
latter at 5s. 2d.+ : -

In the year 1722, a great | ferment was excited in Ireland, on account of a patent
granted by George I. to William Wood, _Esq. for the term of fourteen years; by
which the sole privilege of coining copper halfpence and farthings in England for
the use of that country, was secured to him.t The.whole quantity to be coined
during that time: was-limited to-three hundred and sixty tons of copper; a pound:
of ‘copper was to be coined into two shillings and six-pence ; one hundred tons were
to be issued the first year, and twenty tons each succeeding year of the term specified
in the patent ; a rent of -eight hundred pounds per annum being reserved to his ma-
jesty,and two hundred pounds per annum to his majesty’s clerk-comptroller, tobe
paid annually by the patentee, for the full term of fourteen years. Had the whole

quantity of copper allowed by the patent been coined, the three hundred tons at
two shillings and six-pence per pound, would have amounted in current value to
£100,300. ; and as the copper, according to Sir Isaac Newton’s report of the 27th’
April, 1724, was not worth in-the market above twelvs or thirteen pence per pound,

the whole quantity would not have -cost in Bristol above £40, 320. The difference,

* Simon, p. 68. . +lb|d p- 6.

1 What was the general opinion on this subject in Ireland, may be collected from the following extract
from a letter of Dr. Boulter, to the Duke of Newcastle, dated Dublin, January 14th, 1724: ¢ By the
best computations or conjectures here, the current coin of this nation, in gold, silver, and copper, is thought
not to exceed £400,000. The addition of £40,000. in new copper to the present cepper money, will make
the copper money of this nation at least one-eighth of their whole specie. They think where the copper
mopey is so considerable a part of the whole specie, it is impossible to keep it from making a sensible part
in all payments, whether of rents, debts, or the purchase of goods; that if it be once admitted to have a
currency, it will the more work its way into all payments; as men of substance in trade will be tempted by
a premium (from the patentee) of 20, 30, or 40 per cent., to force its currency among the people ; and they
again can only pay their landlords and others in such as they receive: that (when instead of serving for
change, it eaters into aB payments) it will be impossible to hinder the Dutch and others from pouring in
Jarge quantities of counterfeit copper : that the consequence of this must be the loss of our silver and gold, to
the ruin of our trade and manufactures, and the sinking of all our estates here.” Boulter's Lelters, vol.i .

p- 8
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therefore, in favaur of the patentee, would have been £60,480.} from which, deduct-
ing £14,000., the rescrved rent-for fourteen years, there - would still - have remained
£46,480. for his profit_and expenses of coinage. - But a5 these halfpence were not
s0 equally coined in weight. * as they should have been,” the patentee would have
obtained a much larger profit; and it is estimated, that the loss to Ireland would have
amounted to at least £60,480.* Much opposition, therefore, was made to-this mea-
sure; and the lords, justices, and council, both houses of parliament, and the grand
juries of the city and county of Dublin, petitioned his majesty to put a'stop to the
currency of these halfpence, which, if suffered to circulate, would occasion so0-serious
a loss. to the public. Dr. Swift also lent the assistance of his wit and genius to de-
cry this pernicious system ; and on that occasion, wrote his famous Drapier’s Letters,
which rendered him exceedingly popular in Ireland. Wood, ﬁnding that the cla-
mour agamst him was too strong to be silenced, surrendered his patent in 1724, after

about seventecn thousand pounds value of these. halfpence and farthmga had been:

sent over and circulated.in the country.+
On the 22d of January, 1725, a proclamation was issued for makmg the new gold

cain of Portugal current in Ireland; the large gold coin at £4., and the half, the

quarter, the balf quarter, and the sixteenth, in the same proportion.} Aboat 1727,
the want of small change was so great, that several persons in the aorth, and other
parts of the country, were obliged to make copper and silver tokens, which they
issued in promissory notes among their workmen, .customers, and neighbours ; those’
of copper for.two-pence, and those of silver. for three-pence. The inscription on
the firet vias, ¢ I promise to: pay.the bearer two-pence,” that on the other, “I pro-
mise tb.pay the bearer four-pence;” each had the name of the person by whom it
was issued, together with the place of his abode. Some of these pieces were struck
at Belfast, Dromore, Lurgan, and Porta-down. A brasier im Dublin, named James-
Maculla, issued a very neat copper peany and halfpenny, -having on one side; « I
promiseto pay the bearer on demand, twenty-pence for these,” and on the reverse, * cash
- notes, val. received 1729, Fames Maculla,” with the value expressed in ﬁgurcs §

To remedy the many inconveniences which affected the trade in Ireland,
and pamcularly the. linen manufacture, his majesty gave directions, in. the yeax
1786, that a proper- agent should be employed to coatract for fifty tons of copper,
one-sixth part to be coined into farthings, and the remaining five-sixths into half-
pence, of such a size, that fifty-two halfpence, and one hundred and four farthings,
should make a pound avoirdupois. A certain quantity of this money was accord-
ingly coined in the Tower of London, and sent over in April 1737 ; and after baving

* Simon, p. 71. + Simon, p. 73.
1 Ibid. p. 72; Leake’s Hist. Account of English Money, p. 419.
§ Ibid. p. 73.
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beea dnly aseayed before-his- mnjesty’s coumcil, by the assay master of Ireland,
proclamation was.issued by the:lords justices.andicouncil, for making ‘it current in
the kingdom, and also for continuing the currency of such other good copper money
as. h&d been before coined and weas thea in circulation. It was, however, ordered, that
no -person should be compelled to receive either the old or the new copper money ;
but thiat it should be paid to.such only as were willing to receive it, and not above
six-pence value in any one payment.*

:‘About this period, the great disproportion in value between sach gold and
silver coins as had been current in the kingdom (the gold being rateéd at about
two and a half per cent. higher than its intrinsic proportion to-the silver), proved
a stroog temptation to many to melt down the silver coin, that they might export
it as bullion, and even carry it away in specie, in defiance of the existing laws
and statutes.i WWhat the state of Ireland must have been at this time, as to
its money transactions, will appear from the following atcount of it by Dr.
Boulter, in a letter to Sir Robert Walpole, dated May 25th, 1736. " * It is certain
that silver is so scarce with us, that the lowest price usually paid for 20s. in silver is
4d. premium ; but in the north, which is the seat of the linen: manufacture, it is
more commonly 6d. or 7d. in the pound. And the occasion of this want of silver
is, that our several species of gold made current here by proclamation, ‘pass for
more silver than they do in England ; that is, a guinea passes, where an English
shilling goes at 18d., at 23s. Irish, or 21s. 3d. English.

“+ A moidore, which is worth about 27s. in England, passes here for 30s. Irish, or
275. 9d. English; and the rest of our gold is, in the main, in proportion to the value
of the moidore. Whilst this is our case, no man in trade will carfy a moidore
from hence : to instance, in one piece of gold, if he- ean get silver; when he loses
9d, by the moidore as soon as he. lands at Chester ; nor will he bring from Chester
27s. English, when he gains 9d. by bringing a moidore.

“ And to express this in greater numbers ; if a merchant brings with him _£100.
from Loadan ; if he brings it over. in. English silver, that wikl be £108. 6s. 84d.
here, which arises from the shilling passing here fori 13d:;- but still that % the same
meney under another mame: if he brings it #n guineas, hie will put them off at
£109. 10s. 4d. Irish; if in moidores, or Portugal -gold, he will put it off at
L111. 25..2d.; s0 that by brioging over what s only .£100. 11 Bngland io guineas,
he will gaim £1. 3s. 84., and by bringing it over in moldores; ke he will gain' £2.
156 6d. ; and as the merchant; in all his .importmtions und: exportations; will mind
his gain, .the effect-of this is, that no trader will take gold out of his country if he
ean help it, but silver : nor moidores, &c. if he can’ gét guineas.

.. 3¢ that in our present state our silver datly decreasés; and the gold grows upon

* Simeon, p. 75. ‘ + Ibid. ibid.
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us; and the distress the want of silver must occasion to our manufacturers, labourers,
small retailers, and all the lesser transactions of trade and busmeu, I need not ex-
patiate upon. ‘ ' ' e

«¢ But this is not our only calamity : unfortunately, the value of the new species
of Portugal gold has been so settled, that there is 2d. profit in bringing over a £4.
piece, as we call the larger pieces of Portugal gold, rather than two 40s. pieces ;
and 2d. profit in bringing over a 40s. piece, rather than two 20s. pieces ; and so on
with respect to the silver pieces of that species : besides which, as the least want of
weight- in the foreign pieces of gold, of even their not turning the scale, carries
an abatement of 2d. a piece, there may be a loss of 24. on every lesser piece on that
amount ; and, consequently, so much the greater as the number of smaller pieces is
to make up a greater of the same value, that is, upon eight 10s. pieces, there may
be a loss of eight 2d.’s, if the eight 10s. pieces do not turn the scale: so that it is
to the profit of the merchant to lmport the larger pieces of gold rather than
the smaller : and they have gone on in'using this advantage, till half the money we
have, at least, is in £4. pieces, which are of no service in the market, and in
all lesser transactions of trade: and the next species with us is the 40s. pieces :
and to be sure, above three quarters of our money is in.those two species; and,
without some remedy, we shall, in two or three years, have scarce any morey but
K£4. piecen :

“ There is another inconvenience that follows from our scarcnty of sllver that we
suffer from 2 to 2§ per cent. in the exchange ; and are really paid so much less in
~ the price of what we sell to foreign merchants, and lose so much in paying for what
goods we buy from abroad.

“ And it is certain, that all the noblemen and gentlemen of this country, who
live in England, lose from 2 to 24 per cent. in the remittances of their money ,
to England, which is used as a popular argument against the proposed reduction ;
that the absentees will get so much per cent. by it, while they will not consider
that the nation at present loses five times as much.in the export and import of
goods, as the absentee will gain by this reduction of the exchange.”*

To remedy this evil, various schemes were offered to government, and many cu-
rious dissertations were written; but it was at last thought expedient, that the gold
and silver should be brought nearly to a par, by lowering the value of the former.
Great opposition appears to have been made to this reduction by the Irish bankers,
and remitters of money, as the inequality of gold and silver proved a great source
of profit to those through whose hands. the money of the nation passed. The mea-
sure, however, was finally settled ; and a proclamation on the subject was issued by
the lords justices and council, on the 29th of September, 1737. By this proclama-

* Boulter’s Letters, vol. ii, p. 124.
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_ tion, the value of the English guinea was fixed at £1. 9s5. 9d., and that of the half-
guinea at 11s. 41d. ; the moidore was to pass for £1. 9s. 8d., the half for 14s. 84. ;
tke Spanish or French double pistole for .£' 1. 16s. 6d., and the French louis-d’or of
the new species for £1. 2s.

« This regulation,” says Simon, * was, no doubt, intended for the good of the
kingdom, and established with no other view than to keep at home the silver curreng
in the country; but experience has shewn, that those who laid the scheme were
mistaken in its consequences. We have, indeed, guineas in greater plenty than we
bad before, but generally so light, that whoever has a hundred of them, and thinks
to have £113. 15s. intrinsic value, will often find, if he weighs them, that he has
not, in fact, above the value of £106. 55. at'a moderate medium ; whereas, if, be-
fore the reduction of the gold, he had an hundred moidores of full weight, he was
sure to have £150., or, at least, £144. 11s. 84., if, according to Sir Isaac Newton’s
tables, ‘they be intrinsically worth 27s. 9d. English, which, in Irish money, is 29s.
11d.; he could, therefore, lose but £5. 85s. 44. on his £150.; whereas he loses
£7..10s. on his hundred light guineas, and £34. 12s. 3d., at a moderate medium,
of the real intrinsic value of the silver, if he keeps £150. in such English shillings
and sixpenny pieces as are mostly current at present here.”

“ The scheme proposed by some others,” continues he, “ was, as I take it, much
better adapted to the circumstances of Ireland ; I mean, the raising the value of the
silver species formerly. current in this kingdom to a par with that of the gold ; had
this been done, it would have prevented the melting of the silver, which is daily
wrought into plate, or transported abroad. This mischief is grown to such a pitch,
that a new or well-preserved crown, or half-crown, is become a great rarity, even
among the curious: they no sooner appear than they disappear. What silver is now
left, is some English money not worth melting; shilling pieces hardly worth nine-
pence or ten-pence, and sixpenny pieces not worth a groat. -

¢ This must continue to be the case, while silver is under-rated here, and passes
at less value than in England, where bullion is sold, at a medium, at 5s5. 6d. the
~ ounce, and here, among the goldsmiths, -at 5s. 94. ; so that, at a moderate compdta-

tion, there is, at least 2s. 6d. or 2s. 8d. profit, in about everyfifieen ounces of
bullion sent abroad, which, together with under valuation of the crown:silver,
makes a difference of £7. 1s. 9d. per cent.* ¢ All these difficulties,” says Mr.
Prior, in his excellent discourse of coins, * would be effectually removed, by having
a-mint established in Ireland, and several species of copper, silver, and gold coins,
made of such a standard weight and value, compared with the English standard, as -
should be thought proper and convenient for us.”+

. It appears, by the preceding short view of the system pursued by the Engllsh'

* Simen, p. 76. 4 Prior on Coins, p. 61.
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government, in regard fo the metallic circulating medivm of Iteland, that in few
~ countrigs in Eurape has money. been subjected to more changes in' the same period,
either by the adumixwure of bad. seetal; :on by alterations made in the nomimal value of
the different coins of which it was composed. Such variations are ittenided with the
most pernicioys cansequenses toa state; and are a proof, either that those. who have
recourse {0 measures of this kind beld honesty in very Little estimation, or, that
they are unacquainted with: the true principles of political ecomamy. - “ The right
of coining money,” says: Bielfield, « has:been -granted to. sovereigns only, becanse,
. being at the head of the state, and. fathers of their country, it was swpposed, and
with justice, that they are wmore interested than others, and have a greater desire to
observe the most sgrupulous probity in that operation, and to take care that the
impression .0on each piece of gold or silver shall denote no other value than that
which it really has, ¢specially as he whadeceives his subjects in this respect, deceives
himself. - Hence, the reasom why all pieces of money, whether large or small, must
be struck with the impression and asms of the sovereign, who thus:marks its jakt
value, and gives it: currengy and authority, to serve as a fined price.for things-of
unequal value. The least reflection on these ingontestible principles will shew how
stupid, or base, that financier must have been, who first advised. his severcign ta
adulterate money, to stamp it with an impression denoting that it contained more
than its real value, to defraud his people and others, and to sacrifice his own good
faith, an objept of so delicate a nature to a sovereign; in order to convert miatage
into a source of finance, and: the means of accumnlating riches. By this dishonesty,.
the common measure or prige of any thing is:. rendered uncestain ; the nation, or
rather the prince, who, coins base. money, pays the double of what he gains by this
mean fraud as soon as it is detected by others. To shorten the yard, lessen
measures, falsifyr- weights, -or to alter money, is, at bottom, the same kind of
manceuvre.’’ ' ,

“ There are three ways of altering moneyat the expense of the public, and of ren-
dering uncertain that common measure, which souad policy, if- possible, would fix
and render invariable for ever. The first is, when the savereign detracts some: part
from the weight which a coin ought to have:- this expedient. is; so- clumsy, that the
subject, as well as foreign nations, are soon aware of it; and never becomsé its:
dupes. The second method consists in altering the.quality. or. fineness ofthe metal,
by lessening its intrinsic value ; that is, taking from a gold. or-silver eoin:a certdin
part of the weight which it ought-to have, and supplying ifs: plage: by a sixture. of;
alloy : this fraud ia of 2. more complex nature, and more difficult to-be: discovetnady
but it is s0 common, that it never escapet the acuteness: of polished nations. :. The
third method is, when, .in.cases of urgent-necessity, or on.account of some foreign
cause, the nominal value of money is suddenly raised, and, by an arbitrary act of
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sovereign authority, made to pass,. in thccouneoftrade, for. more than that at
which it was coined.”*

All these methods are injurious to the states which make use of them ; yet nu-
merous instances accur in history of their having been adopted, not only by bad
or weak princes, but even by some who have been extolled as patterns for the
imitation of sovereigns. On various occasions, republican states, as well as those
under kingly government, have had recourse to this expedient, in comsequence of
the necessitous situation of their finances. The Roman demirius passed for tea
asses; but government, being greatly distressed for want of money, in the war with
Hannibal, raised it to the nominal value of sixteen, by which they defranded their
creditors of six in that number: being afraid, bowever, to offend the army, the
pay of the soldiers was issued at the former rate of currency.+

Similar instances occur in the histary of Framce, whose sovereigns appear
‘to have had very little delicacy on this head, when urged by want, or when they
supposed it suited their convenience. Philip L is said to have mixed a third of
allay in Cbarlemagne’s pound of silver, which weighed twelve ounces ; and to have
given the name.of livre to a pound in. weight, which aontained enly eight ounces. of
silver; yet he conoeived that his pound was equal to that of his predecessars.; The
same ruinous system secems to have been frequently pursued; and even so late as
1716, when the principles of political economy ought to have been much better
known. The duke of Orleans, who was then regent, during the minority of Louis
XV., raised the value of the louis-d’or from sixteen to twenty livres, and of 2 crowa
from three and a half, and four livres, to five. In this manner he gained one-fifth of -
the value of these coins; while the deluded people were made to believe that they
were no losers, as they received back from the mint the same number of livres which
they paid in, though in reality they received back four ounces of silver instead of
five. Persons of more acuteness, however, soon discovered the deceptlon and the
consequence was, that large quantities of the old species were hoarded up, which
.eccasioned a considerable obstruction to commercial transactions. To remedy this
evil, recourse was had to the establishment of a general bank ; the bills issued by
which bore an interest of five per cent.: the bank paid only in the new specie,
although they received both old and new ; and, as the coins were so fluctuating in
valne, and the bank bills invariable, people carried all their money to the bank.
This was a sufficient temptation to the regent, to seize on so large a treasure, which
he accordingly did, and the result was, that the bank suddenly stopped payment ;

» Wralitiquarklmdemelﬁdd, t. i. p. 475, 477.

4 This was not the only time the Romans had recourse to this expednent See PFlin, Hist, Nat. Lugd. Bat,

1669. p. 41 % Traité d’Economie Politique, par J, B. Say, t. i p. 451.
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althougb it is asserted, that the gold and silver coin in France at. thit time, amounted
to 400 millions of livres, or about seventeen millions sterling.* .

- Even the great Frederick, notwithstanding his political wlsdom, whlch has been
so much the theme of praise, adopted the same method, when. reduced to great °
straits, at the beginning of the seven. years’ war. At first, as is sometimes .the
case, he derived considerable advantage from it ameng his own subjects, and in the
newly-conquered province of Saxony, where the decoption was.not well undérstood ;
but as it became known, and as.the price of asticles was thus raised, he found him-
self reduced to the necessity of repeatmg the fraud and of successwely nsumg money
of an inferior value.+ - - : ' .

Between the period last mentioned, that is, the. year 1787, and the union: of 'the two
kingdoms, there is little worthy of notice -which seems to have takedr phace on the
subject of the circulating mediunr of Ireland. As mo public bank was established
in. that country titl 1788, #ts paper currency was-in the hands of private bankers;
who sometimes-issued notes.to an: amount, not-only.far beyond. their capitals; .bmt

- exceeding,: in-a great-degrée, what the wantsof .the country required, or her:credit

could support. " This was the-case; in. particular; :in the years- 1754 aud 1758,-in
which three of the principdl banks fujled ; and us theie were then' no bankrupt laws
in :Ireland,. the .oreditors. weye oblipged to apply to the lcgtslalure for religf, whxch
was-granted by special acts pissed for thatpurpose:t : - - i
Dnrmg the years 1778 and: 1749, the exchange.of Dublin on London vﬁaned from
8% to'7¢5 dn.the 2gth of Octobtr; in-the latter: year; it was'at. 63.- This was consi-
dered r«ﬂaikably low; and: lhcnf'olluwmg Lavkes were ass:gucd for its ' being so much

TN DA I L BT A rea I LI RN

*:Maqphnon: Annils of Commeree; vol.m pe qo. Vqlmrc, in hns lnstory of Louis XIV:, has. made
comc exccllent st.nqmrq upon chamg the value ol' the denommauons of money.

r ‘{\bhandlung von dem Geldumlauf vonJ G. Biisch, Hamburgh und Kiel, 1800, vol. i. Pp- 270.

An ingenious writer on pohucal economy, says, * that kings'who have begini'to debase the staddard ought
to go régulitly on' every year, 4s fong as theyfin® tremselveés in the stite of debiors ; and -whien they come: te
alter their situation, and becoms ef* the class of oveditors, it is then sheir interest to raise the standard.” 4n
Inguiry indd the Principles of Polilical Econamy, by Sir James Steuart, 4t0y edit, vol. ii. p. 65, The real
incouveniences which proceed from this exercise of power may be reduced to three :

* st It disturhs the ideas of a whole nauon, with regard to value, and nges an advantage in all bargams to
those of the society who calculate, over thosé who canhot. it

- 2d. Itrobs the whole class of debtors ‘when the stagdard is raised ; and it robs the whole class 6f creditors
vhen it is debased. - oo iy e -

. 3d. Itruins credit ; bechuse ro man wnll borrow or, l;nd in a country where he cannot be sure of receiving
back the value of his loan ; or of being in a capacity of clearing hunself by paying back the value he had bor-
rowed. Ibid. p. 67.

1 Commercial Reslramts of Ireland' consldered, P 53, Some acts had been passed before for a similar
purpose ; as 5 Geo. 11."ch.’23, for the relief of the creditors of James Meade and George Curtis, bankerﬁ and
7 Geo. 11. ch. 26, for the pelief of the creditors of Samuel Burton and Daniel Falkener, and the other bankers
therein named,  Statute Law of Ireland, by Edward Lee, Esq. Barrister at Law, Dublin, 1734, p- 320.
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THE PAST STATE OF MONEY AND CIRCULATING MEDIUM, 1§

in favour of Ireland :—First, a large importation of specie, by the loans nogociated
with monied people, &kc. in England, and somé remittances to Ireland for the public,
service; secondly, the nen-payment of rents, which had kept within Ireland much
monpey that would otherwise have been remitted to abgentees ; thirdly, the non-im-
portation agreements, and the farge exports in the provision trade, and in linens.*

-In October 1779, the price of gold in Dublin was £4. per ounce: the usual price
had been from £4. 1s. to.£4. 2s. This fall was imputed to the state of the ex-
change .

<At the same penod the price of silver was 5s 6d. per ounce. The medium price
bad been 5s5. 10d. This was ascribed to the sellmg of more old plate, and to the.
manufacturing of less new, than usual.+

In 1780, the several acts of parliament which prolnblted carrymg gold or snlver to
Ireland, were repealed. '

On the 25th of June, 1783, a pablic bank was opened at Dublin; with an original
capital of £600,000. raised by subscription,§ which was lodged in the king's
treasury, at an interest of four -per cent. According; to the charter, no person was
allowed to subscribe more than £10,000. Leave was granted to the corporation ta
have and to use a commoan seal, which they may break, or alter, and make anew, as
they shall see canse. “They may sue and be sued, in the same manner as any other
corporate body ; and they are enabled, also, .to receive, purchase, hold, and retain,
manors, messuages, lands, rents, tenements, franchises, and hereditaments, con-
trary to all principles of banking ; for a banker should confine his dealings to trans-
ferable securities, convertible, at. short periods, into ready money, that he may"
always bhave his capital at command. ‘

The bank is to be conducted by a governor, a deputy governor, and ﬁfteen di-
rectors ; eight or more of whom, the governor or deputy governor being one, are to
be called a court of directors, for managing the affairs of the corporation.  They are
elected every year, but no more than two-thirds of those who were directors in the
preceding year, can be chosen at any annual election. The proprietors may meet
for the election of directors, notice being first given, by writing, affixed on the
Royal Exchange, two days, atleast, before the time appointed. The election to take
place between the 25th of March and the 25th of April.

* Eden’s Letters to the Earl of Carlisle, App. No. iii. p. 161. + Ibid. ib.

1 Macpherson’s Annals of Commerce, vol. iii. p. 654. By the 19th Hen. VII. c. 5, coin transported to
Ireland above 6s. 8d. or Irish coin imported above 3s. 4d. was to be forfeited.  Statute Law of Ireland, by
E. Lee, p. 59. '

§ An attempt was made by government, about 1722, to establish a bank in Ireland, and a commission
was appointed under the great seal to receive subicriptions, but the plan did not succeed. The author of the
‘Commercial Restrictions, p. 41, calls this a scheme to circulate paper without money. :

Y 2
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%6 THE PRESENT:STATE OF MONEY AND CIRCULATING MEDIUM.

The qualification to vete is £500. sterling, or upwards, share eor interest in the
stock, which must have been held six calendar menths previeus to the election.
'Fhe qualification for a governer is £4,000. sterling, and for a
£3,000. These must be natural-born subjects, or naturalized. A director must

" possess £2,000 stock ; and no person can hold that ofice till ho has taken the

caths of allegiance, supremacy, and abjuration.

Other members, before they vote in general courts, must take the same oaths;
but there is an exception 4n favour of quakers, whose solemn declaration to the
same effect is admitted. Roman catholics, instead of these oaths, to take the oath
appointed by the act of prlmneat, entitled, “ An act to enable His Majesty’s sub-
jects, of whatever persuasion, to testify their allegiance to him.” Four general
eonmaretobeheldeveryyear,andagenmlmnmybemmmonedatanyume,
on demand.

According to the 14th by-law-of the corporation, the governor and deputy-go-
vernor are allowed each £150. per annum, and each director £100.*

In the month of February, 1788, an attempt was made to reduce the -intcrest of
moncy in Ireland from six to five per cent.; and a bill for that purpose was carried
through the house of commons, but rejected by the peers of that kingdom.+

In the year 1808, the bank obtrined a renewal of its charter, for twenty-one
years, to commence at the expiration of the present charter, on the following _
terms : ~

1st. The bank to increase its capital in the sum of one million stock, to be raised
from the proprictary, at the rate of £125. per cent., making a sum of £1,250,000. ;
the money to be lent to government, at the rate of £5. per cent. per snnum, during
the charter.

- adly. Thelnnktoconhnnetbemmgmentofthepnbllcdebtandlmns, free of
expense to government, during the continuance of the charter.} '

" THE PRESENT STATE OF MONEY AND CIRCULATING MEDIUM.

The limited circulation of Ireland is aided by various expedients :
1st. By the issues of the national bank, the original capital of which was

-+ House of Commons’ P:pas,cdﬂdhhp-ldldlht&, 1808.

+ Macpherson’s Anmals of Commerce, vol. iv. p. 20. By the 10 Can. L. sess. ii. c. 23, the imterest of
wency was fixed at 10 per omt. per anmumn. The act made 3 Hen. VIL in England, for usary, and ather
statuies jn force in Ircland, were repealed by this act. By the 2 Amne, c. 16, the intevest of mency was re-
duoced to 8 per cent. per aanum, from the 26th of March, 1704. By the 8 Ges. L c. 13, interest was reduced
te 7 per cent. per anoum, afier the 25th of March, 1722. By the 5 Ges. IL c. 7, the interest of moncy was
seduced to 6 per cent. per aonum, from the 1st day of May, 1732, and persens taking morc were to Jese tre-
ble the value of the moncy, ke. lent, which was to be given to the king and the informcr.  Scatwic Low of
Ircland, by Ed. Lee, Esq. p. 334.

3 House of Commons’ Fapers, ordeved to be printed 15th May, 1808,

/
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£600,000. four per cent. stock, sabscribed for the security of the establishment.
They borrowed £66,000. for 2 momied capital ; the like amount was afterwands
naisod for the same purpose, and since that time a farther sum of £400,000. Afier
this, £500,000. mvutadnguun-atoecnrnu 90 that the actmal capital of
the bank, in gevernment sccurities, is £1,000,000., and the momied capital
£400,000. The bank cannot call in the money vested in government securisies,
although they may bring their stock to market. Their income from this source is
£55.000.
Mbcouﬂmlpperdﬁnpercﬂ.,hdonﬁlmt’tﬁch "
which that paper has to run, aithough it is gemerally confined to sixty-one days.
The bank will also advance moncy to individuals upon their ows notes, accomspe-
nied with a counter deposit of. government secwritics, and they receive depesits of
cash like private bankers. These tranmctions yield a profit, which added to the
intevest of government loans, enables them to pay, on the original capital, an interest
of 71 per cent annmally, among the proprictors, and oceasiomally theve has been 2
bonus. The value of its stock at the periods mentioned below, were, -
7th March, 1804 - - -  145f perommt.
. lothditto 1810 - - - 189 dase.

"The payment of its netes in specic was restricted by act of parlinmest, in the
spring of 1797.

“The benk issucs are partly paper and partly tokens. The paper consists of notes
payable to beaver on demand, and of notes paysble to order, seven days aficr sight.

An ACCOUNT of the Amount of the Notes, and Post Bills, of the Bank of

Ireland, in circalation n ﬂn%ol']mynd.l-e, from 1804 to 1810,
both inclusive.

1804. ' ’ 1808.
It Janmary - £2,936999 6 5i) IstJamary - £2,732483 17 5
ItJone - - - 2916549 13 4 istJune - - - 2394381 9 7
1805 1509.

IstJanvary - - £902,438 13 10 § 1stJanuary - - 3,041,410 19 1
istJane - - - 2,813,686 1 ‘7 istJune - - - 8,101,362 18 5
1306. . 1810.
ist Jasvary - - 2,465,910 13 61 Ist January - - 3,192,186 4 73
ItJume - - - 2581736 13 8 IstJune - - - 3,165579 11 M

1807.
ist Janvary - - 23818,140 19 11}
ul—e - - - 278277214 3
For the Governor and Company of the Bank of Ircland,
Dnilin, 224 Felrnary, 1811. Wiieian Donizvy, Ac’. Cen’.

* The Bank of Enghand Kanits its disconst 90 two monthe.



‘

166 THE PRESENT STATE OF MONEY AND CIRCULATING. MEDIUM.

The tokens are Spanish dollars, which have been stamped as “ tokens” for six
shillings Irish currency, amounting to £200,000. « The last: issue is partly a credit
medium, for the dollar is worth only about 4s. 8d. or. 4s.-6d.; andtbe ‘difference
between this intrinsic value and the.sum of six shillings, at which it is issued, is
completely a credit given by the pu'bhc, and rests on the same foundation -as an
issue of paper.. : . Coe

- The bauk gives receipts for guineas, whnch receipts they pay on demand in gul-
neas. These receipts are an article of daily traffic, bearing a premium ; which isa
decisive proof that the credit of the bank has not suffered, but that the state of the
silver coinage has pulled down their notes payable in silver.

~2d. Issues of private banks.

The banking houses in Dublin, except those of Messrs. Latouche and Sll‘ Tbumu
Newcomen and Co., issue notes, as well as the country banks, payableto bearer.

The issues of private bankers are notes payable in bank of Ireland netes, and not
in:specie. Private bankers’ post bills are likewise made payable in. bank of Ireland
netes ; and, asthey require acceptance ten days before they are payable, they are
thus kept in a state of forced circulation. -

The Lurgan, Londonderry, and three Belfast banks malce thexr notes payable in
Dublin, -as well gs at their.own houses ; but nearly.all the other pnvate :bankers
make their.notes payable only at the place where they are issued.” T

The notes of the bank of Ireland, and those of private baokers, are now usued
for one or -mere pounds, but not for a guinea, or £1. 2s. 94. currency, as was
formerly the case. : All priyate bankers in Ireland are compelled, by an act of par-
liament,. to take out a license, and are also prohibited from engaging in trade; a
regulation which bas thrown the banking business into the hands of a wealthier class
of men than those to whom it would otherwise have belonged It has deprived
them of some of the means which they employed to force paper into circulation ;
but this loss has been more than counterbalanced by the increased activity and ‘use
of those which are left. It is common for private bankers to pay butter factors,
.corn buyers, and other dealers,+ on the amount of the paper they can issue ; though
the paymasters of regiments are prohibited from following this practice, and are
supplied with bank of England notes, yet these notes are exchanged for smaller
ones by the country bankers, and those of the national bank are thus withdrawn
from circulation, and replaced by private paper. " ) '

W

* Lord Liverpool, in his Treatise on Coins, p. 221, condemns this system,

+ Ocr. 17th, 1808. TraLee.—The packers, who come from Gork to buy baudle linen, pay for it in Cork
bank notes. -

Nov. 17th, 1808. Gork bankers take the most mdefaugxblg pains to put their notes mclrculanon, by
lending them ‘to com buyers, butter-factors, wool-hucksters, and other, persons of the like description. .

1 AeriL 3d, 1809. LyTTLETON GLEBE. TipPERARY.—AS paymasters to regiments must pay postage,'thcy
receive only large bank-nptes, which they exchange for country paper. .
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:* At Ballinasloe fair, all payments are made.in bills on Daublin, at sixty-one days
date; and, .though the business done there .is immense, the Galway bankers at&eﬁd,
and are ready to exchange these bills at par in exchange for their own notes,, .
- The bank of Ireland is restrained by its charter, from taking a larger discount
than five per cent.; but the two Dublin banking-houses, which do-not issne paper,
charge like the.country banks, the legal rate of discount, which is six percent. .
' One evil, connected with issues. of private banks, it is, perhaps, a duty to mention.
InIreland there is a circulation of forged notes, to.an extent of which no person in
England can form an adequate idea.* To determine the amount is .imposaible; But
it is known to be so great, as to create a necessity for making some allowance for it in
calculating the amount of the circulating medium of the ¢ountry. C
In the city and neighbourbood of Dublin, the circulating medium consists of paper
issued by the bank of Ireland, and by the private bankera of the-capitat. - . . |
Kilkenny, Wexford, Waterford, Youghal; Glonmell, Fermoy, Gork, Mallow,
Limerick, Birr, Ennis, Galway, and. Tuam, have private bankers, whose paper is the
principal, and in most instances.the only, circulating medium of their respective dis-
tricts. Each of these private banks.has some quantity of the bask of Ireland

v .
s .o . . 1

. Towmend? in his Survey of Cork, says, ‘¢ The substitution of paper money for specie has, in this part
of the kingdom been productive of serious injury as well as inconvenience to the people, from the prodigious
oumber of forged notes that are every day passed. To guard the rising generation against a: fraud Which is
practised with peculias facility upon the illitgrate, is said to be a strong reason for sending their children to
school.”  The author adds, in a note: ** The circulation of forged notes is become a trae, and a very gaiuful
one.  Parties of swindlers attend the fairs and.markets for the purpose of circulating them, and' seldom fail
to find a sufficient number of dupes among the simple country folks: The lertity with which these pradtices
are treated encourages their continuance. Fhe worst consequence a swindleribas usually to apprebend, .is hes
ing obliged to give a good ndte for the bad:one; offenders are seldom- brought to.dondign punishment for . ghis,
or, indeed, any other transgression.  A..fioos man never prosecutes with any other v.iewv;l?!,tt_ compensation.”
Survey pf Cort, p. 419. -, . A P e : . )

, Oct. 14th, 1808. Apare.—At the fair held here the people are under the greatest dread, lest they in-
advertently should take forged notes. They flocked round Mr. Quin wher he arrived, and,’ presenting- their
notes, requestéd he would give his opinion of thein; whether they were good or bad. Many of the bliyers
asswred me that one-third of the bank mopes in the fair were forgeries. : _ B

- Drcs 1st, 1808.  Limzsick.—Mr. Maxwell, the banker, says, that the extent of forged p‘qpér; in cur‘reﬁcy,
is beyond belief. He shewed me some notes, pqrpo}ting to be of his own bank, so ingeniously executed that
1 could not have detected them. -, : . o S

Avug. 9th, 1809, . Corrax,+Sqme people came to Mr. Foster to settle a dispute respecting a forged - bank
note. The parties spoke in Irish, but were heard through the medium of an interpreter. Mr. Foster, before
ha gave his decision, preposed sending the note to Dublin, to ascertain whether it was really a‘forgery; but
the parties wished to stipulgte that it should not be ¢¢ forged,” by which they meant, that, in case it'turned
out to be a false note, it shpuld not, have.stamped on it the wards, * 2 forgery,” a mark_ alivays put upon
forged notes by the bank when presented there for payment. Mr, Foster explained fo the litigants, that if the
note was-forged, it was felony to pass it.  This the poor fallows could not comp’réhcnd; and though they had
net; had suffigient intergourse, with thejr more civilized neighbours to be able to speak the English Tangliage,
they, were perfectly aware that notes so stamped were not passable, : ' :
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paper, which they pever issue but in cases of urgent necessity: they all dnw bills
tspon Dublin at thirty-onc days, which gives them a premium of oae-half per cent;
and the reason of their paying their notes only at their banks is to receive this profit.

During my stay in Ireland, I collected some information on the nature of the pri-
vate banks of that country ;* 1 do not, however, feel myself at liberty to name my
authorities. The same motive prevents me from adverting to many important facts,
the vouchers for which are now in my possession; for, although they might be of
public benefit, considerations of respect for private feelings and private interest for-
bid premature interference in so delicate a subject as the concerns of private banking
companies. . -

In Leinster there are three bankers, one in Wexford, one in Birr, and one in
Kilkenny. There was one at Ross, who lately failed.t+ The notes of the Dublin
bankers circulate in this province.

The throe private bankers, who issue the most notes in Dublin, are:

John Finlay and Go.
J. C. Beresford and Co.
Robert Shaw and Co.

There are three others ; but their business is conducted on a much more limited
scale.

Two of the largest bankers in Dublin are merely bankers of deposit ; they issue
no paper whatever.

In Ulster, the Lurgan bank had in circulation, in the summer of 1308, papu to
the amount of .£170,000.

The three Belfast Banks, which were called the commercial, tlxe nodhem, and
the Belfast, issue, perhaps, altogether £225,000.1

In speaking of the Belfast banks, it may be worth while to remark, that a private

bank, established there nearly sixty years ago, issued notes, but afierwards fell to the
- ground. Of those banks which have ceased to exist, I do not feel restricted from
- communicating such well authenticated information as came to my knowledge. I
shall therefore subjoin, in a note, some particulars relating to them ; and also to the

® Nothing is more erroneeus than the list of private bankers given in the Dublin Almanack, Three Stew-

_ arts now, before one ; neither Mr. Anderson’s bank at Fermoy, or Lord Fretich’s at Fuam, are included, and

‘many are put down whichi have failed.

+ Juvrr 16th, 1809. Nzxw-Ross.—Dr. Doyne says that the circulation of this country coneists of private
bankers’ post-bills, payable at ten days after sight. The Ross bank, which failed on Mr. Colclough’s death
owed £200,000. )

1 The following information respecting these banks I received in the month of May, 1810, from a core.
spendent, on whese accuracy I can fully depend.—¢‘The average issue of notes by each of the Belfast banks
my be stated at from .fso,ooo to £100,000,; for it greatly vmes, from a m-h:y of cireumstances, some~
times falling below, and sometimes exceeding either of these sums.’

Mav 20th, 1811, Bzrrast.—* The three banks at present in existence, charge six per cent discount; but
use no geld. They manage their affairs in such a manner as to make it the interest of the merchants to fumish

thoma

PRI Y’ B B
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discount offace, which, perhaps, may be interesting to readers désirous of becoming

acquainted with the history of paper circulation in Ireland.*
The Londonderry bank is by no means extensive, on account of the property

which the Beresford family possess in that county, causing the notes of their bank

in Dublin to circulate widely in that part of Ulster.
In Connaught, there are four bankers at Galway, anod Lord French’s bank at

Tuam. Their issues are chiefly in post-bills, with their amounnt I am‘unacquainted ;
as their notes are not payable in Dublin, their circulation is confined to this provisce,

them with a certain qﬁantity of Dublin bills, proportioned to the Belfast paper which they receive. These
Dublin bills are procured by the bankers, at a rate rather cheaper than the market price; and this constitutes

a part of their profit, of which the Iaw can take no hold.”
* Mav 36th, 1810. Brivasr.—* The old banks paid their notes in gold, and the difficulty of procuring

guiness in Dublin, was the cause of their giving up business, which they did in 1797.

* The circulation of the Belfast bank, which broke up in 1797, was £40,000., occasionally £50,000. ; but
neither of these sums could be considered permanent, because a scarcity of gold always brought in a consider-
able oumber of the notes. The circulation of these sums was after the first bank had ceased to exist. The
gentlemen by whom the bank was first established were induced to dissolve their partnership, on atcount of
the alarming situation of Ireland in 1797, the year preceding the cebellion. A member of the secand hank,
and oae of the first, formed a new company, and continued it for some-time; but I have understoed that the
last bank received little benefit by it; and the first, after carrying on the business for ten years, that is, from
1787 to 1797, made scarcely any thing more than the interest on the actual capital enga

Mav 28th, 1810.—*¢ There were lodgments made in the discount office to the amount of £405,000. ; but
we are not (o imagine that this capital, or one third of it, was ever in the office at one time. Let us suppose
£10,000. to have been deposited in the establishment ; this swm, getting into the hands of the merchant,
would pay the grazier, farmer, &c., and then return from him to the discount office. The lenders, for this
money, received 5 per cent. interest; and it was employed as a capital, in such 2 manner as to produce 8 per
cent. by discounting bills, But though this mode of -business was publickly known, the terms daily adver-
tised, ad the whole trade, both in the town and neighbourhood, carried on in this way, a trial took place at

Cork, about two years ago, which shewed the whole transaction to be illegal; aod fear of the consequence
.msade the company break up.” . .
¢ The Belfast Discount Company ‘commenced in the year 1793, on a principle of discounting inland bills,
and purchasmg foreign drafts, and disposing of them as might suit their own interest and accommodate the
eown. It was eriginally formed in ten equal shares but, by the death of two of its partoers these were, some
ynars after, reduced to eight, The business of the establishment was conducted by three of the members,
Mr. Thompeon, Mr. Bradshaw, and Mr. M‘Ilvane, under the firm of Robert Shaw and Co. till the decease
of that gentleman, in the year 1800 ; after which event the business was continued, the direction being in-
srusted to Mr. Bradshaw, under the firm of Gilbert, M*Ilvane, and Co. The capital of the house, at its
cemmencement, did ot exceed £50,000. At the period when it was determined te wind up its affairs, the
capital, chielly 2 berrowed one, amounted to upwards of £400,000. This establishment was adopted last
-year, instead of banks which, for some years, had been given up. The town of Belfast has, in general, ma-
mifested an inclination to encourage the banking system ; but at this time a gold and paper medium of eircu-
Iation being found troublesome, the Discount Company were obliged to give way to this sentiment, which
was strengthened by the deme of some of the members to become partners in a banking-house.”

Vor. 1L . . Z
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in which, itis to be recollected, tally payments are common in the settlement of
accounts.*

The greatest banker in Munster is the treasurer for the county of Cork, who re-
sides at Mallow. In the city of Cork there were five bankers in November 1808,
one of whom, the house of Sir James Cotter and Co., has since failed for .£420,ooo.
- There was also a discount-office similar to that in Belfast.

At Limerick there are three bankers. At Clonmell there were two. There is
one at Fermoy, one at Tipperary, and one at Ennis. At Waterford there were
three, but one of them has failed. At Kilkenny there is a small one.

A return of registered bankers was made to the Irish Committee, on the 11th of

April, 1804, at which time there were in Dublin six; but one of these having failed,
. and two new ones having been since established, there are now seven.
In Waterford there were two, one of whom failed. Another, who commenced
- business since, has shared the same fate. A new firm then arose, and vanished like
¢ the baseless fabric of a vision.” The old one, Messrs. Newport and Co., is there-
fore, the only one remaining. '

In Cork there were six, two of whom have since failed. -

In Limerick two, one of which has failed; but, to supply its place, two new
houses have been established.

In Wexford there were seven, five of whom have failed, and one has given up
the business; two new firms have been formed, which, with the old one, that of the
Messrs. Redmonds, still remaining, makes the number amount to three.

In Enniscortby there are, at present, no bankers.

* October 9, 1809. BaLrinasLoz.—The country bankers are contending who shall exclnnge the greatest
number of their notes for the bills of the counties of Meath, Kildare, and Dublin graziers.

BLooMFIELD, county of Mayo.—Mr. Rutledge says, the circulation of this neighbourhood consists of Galway
and Tuam notes, at and above three guineas. They are post-bills, which are never accepted. Any person
having a quantity of them, must make a journey to get them accepted, and will, probably, be obliged to take
a bill on Dublin, at forty-one or sixty-one days. He has observed the hearth-money collector receive pro-
vincial notes, upon which he exacted a ¢¢ discount.”

December 10, 1808, 'WaTzrrorp.—Newport Bank has notes in circulation to the amount of £150,000.
T waited near an hour in a banker’s shop 'this morning to exchange some private notes for others of the Bank
of Ireland ; but the clerks, who appeared to be busy, took no notice of my applxcauon, and I was at length
obliged to leave the place without accomplishing my purpose.

April 18, 1808, WaTzrrorp.—Detained two hours by my servant not being able to get provincial netes

" changed for others of the Bank of Ireland. He was at one of the banks this morning, but the reply of the
clerks always was, ¢ we are very busy.” If they have so much to do, there ought to be more of them, ac-
cording to the extent of their business. Such an instance could not occur in a well regulated bank in Eng-

“land; yet this bank is in full credit.

December 6, 1808, MArErizLp, near CLONMELL.—Mr. Bagwel belicves the notes circulated by the Glon-
well bankers to amount to about £200,000.
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At New Ross there were four banks, three of whom failed, the house of Mr.
Roe only remaining,

At Dungannon there was one; but there are none at present.

At Kilkenny there were three, two of whom failed ; the other still remains.

Clonmell had no more than two, which were registered. The house of Mr.
Rials has been a long time established, and still remains.

Athy has at present none. ~ Laughlan Bridge 1 none at present
Fermoy had 1, which remains Malahide - 1 none
Mallow 1, ditto Carlow - - 1 none

" Birr 1, ditto W icklow - 1 none
Rathdrum 1, none at present Charleville - 1 none
Collon 1, none Thomastown - 1 failed
Galway 1, three new ones since. Londonderry 1 remains

Hence it appears, that the whole number of registered bankers in 1804 was fifty,
of whom nineteen now remain ; the rest having disappeared, and I believe, for the
most part have failed. Since that time, two new houses have been established in
Dublin, those of Lord French and Co. and of Messrs. Alexander. \

The number of bankers, therefore, remaining, are thirty-three instead of fifty, unless
subsequent failures have taken place. None of these were shop-keepers or issued
notes; some account of them will be given hereafter, when I have to treat of silver

notes.
In the Report of the House of Commons* it is stated, that in the year endxng the

25th of March 1800, the humber of bankers issuing notes was 11
1st of January, 1801 - - - - 23
1802 - - - - 29
1808 . - - - - 30
1804 - - - - 40
and in the preceding page they are said, in the last-mentioned year, to have been
fifty.

In 1810, I enumerated, as before stated, thirty-three bankers, two of whom,
Messrs. Latouche and Sir Thomas Newcomen, do not issue notes ; these, therefore,
being deducted, the number remaining will be thirty-one.

Some cause ought to be assigned for the failure of so many of these banks, as it
appears that such a misfortune could not have taken place, but from mis-manage-
ment. A banker who understands his business would, on an issue of _£100,000,
reserve £33,000 to meet the payment of his notes,+ and his income would, there-

* Page 10. ,
_ 4 Sir James Steuart says, *¢ nodnng but experience can enable them to determine the proportion between

Z2 .
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fore, be equal to the interest made by the £67,000 left in his hands, which ought to
be invested in undoubted securities, at the Irish interest of six per cent., having ouly
a short time to run, “if the solidity of a bank which lends upon private security
does not so much depend upon the extent of their original capital, as upon the gaod
regulations they observe in granting credit.*” This sum would yield him £4,000
per annum. The expense of stamps, clerks, house-rent, &c. may be considered as
liquidated by notes which are never presented for payment. These failures, there-
fore, we must conclude have arisen either from improper transactions, negligence, or

ignorance.

It has been stated to me by intelligent bankers here, that any house which pays for -
issuing its notes, must of necessity fail ; because the trade and transfers of a limited
district of country, can require but a certain amount of circulating medium.+ What-
ever is issued beyond that sum, returns as fast as it is sent out.{ The continued com-
mission, therefore, which is paid for getting notes put into circulation, must bring ruin

the coin to be kept in their coffers, and the paper in circulation.” In the present state of the monetary
system of Ireland, the word ¢¢ coin” must be changed for National Bank notes. Vol. iii. book iv. ch. iv,
p. 201, of his works.

* Ibid. vol. iii. ch. iv. p. 205.

+ Mr. Malthus seems to be perfectly aware of this pmcnple, when he says, ¢¢ the paper issues of a country .

“bank are, as I conceive, measured by the quantity of its notes which will remain in circulation, and this

quantity is again measured, supposing a confidence to be established, by the sum of what is wanted to carry
on all the money transactions of the neighbourhood. Malthus on Population, edit. 1803. p. 408,

't When I make this remark, I beg leave not to be classed among those who assers, that bankers never issue
their notes, but for value first paid to them. This is one of those erroneous pasitions, which, though true in
detail, ‘are false as 2 general fact. But it will be best elucidated by giving an example of a mercantile trans-
action. A merchant at Liverpool has a cargo worth £10,000. consigned to him from abroad. He sells the
invoice, the bill of Jading, and the policy of insurance for £10,500. to another merchaut, and receives his
acceptance for the amount, which he gets discounted by a banker, or the Bank of England, who gives him
promissory notes for the amount. © On the one hand, they do not issue these notes without value received in
the merchant’s acceptance, which represents the cargo not yet arrived. The second merchant sells it before
arrival for £11,000. to a third person, and procures another acceptance, which is, in the like manner, con-
verted into bank notes. Thus an issue is sent abroad for £22,000. of bank notes, raised upon only £10,000.
of merchandise not yet in England ; but this third merchant sells to a fourth, and the fourth to a fifth, as has
actually been the case, for I am here relating an account of transactions which fell within my own knowledge ;
so that on this occasion, £100,000. of acceptances, raised upon a cargo of merchapdise whioch foundered, were
discounted in’ this manner. Hence, though a banker does not issue his notes without value received, an
immense issue may be sent afloat without any real representation of property. I am inclined to conclude, that
part of the discounts at the Baok take place under similar circumstances, and to ignorance of this fact I im-
pute some of those erroneous docrines in regard to circulation which I have so frequently heard premulgated.
Mr. Henry Thornton has adverted to this circumstance, yet Mr. Manning, the deputy-governor of the Bank,
in the spring of 1811, exultingly asked, ¢¢ if they (the Bank proprietors) gave away their notes to every
person who asked for them ;" and he argued as if he imagined that no note was issued but what was the repre-

sentative of so much real property.
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on the concern, and this will account for the nineteen old firms, seventeen of which
only issued notes, having stood their ground, while the rest were forced into bank-
ruptcy. The notes-of the former were kept afloat by their credit, while the latter,
who did not possess the same advantages, were under the necessity of attempting the
same thing in fact, by the payment of money. Their anxious desire to issue their
notes, made them unguarded in their transactions, and induced an acceptance of bad
securities, which were not, perhaps, convertible for a considerable time. Thereis a
law which prohibits bankers from circulating notes bearing interest ; this was a job
procured by a private banker, through the medium of the Irish parliament. to save
himself from embarrassment. Some of the banks, however, pay interest on deposits.

From the foregoing it would appear, that the present system of private banking in
Ireland is founded on very bad principles. One of its greatest errors is, that the
notes are not payable at the house of a banker in Dublin; another is, that private
bankers are permitted to.issue post bills.* The practice of their forcing paper
into circulation, by attending at fairs like a company of hucksters, is an evil which
will in time cure itself. If any legislative provision, however, is attempted, the
issue should be confined to the district to which the establishment more imme-
diately belongs. .

3d.—The circulation of those promissory notes, called ¢ silver notes,” which are
general in the counties of Kerry, Limerick, Clare, and Cork, and pass there in
direct violation of the law which prohibits the issue of notes for small sums;
but as great art is employed to send them abroad, the issuers of them are enabled
to evade the penalties. They are drawn as if they were the weigh-bills of corn
dealers, with the letters I. O. U. or bearer, with a date antecedent to the act.
The amount of this species of paper, is, however, inconsiderable; yet, I must
remark, that I found it in full circulation at Kilrush, a town belonging to Mr.
Vandeleur, who resides there, and is a commissioner of the revenue. Prior to
the act for preventing the issue of these notes, an account was taken by the collec-
tors of the revenue of the several districts, and sent to the Irish. Exchange Gom-
mittee, which sat in the year 1804, and it appears by their report, that there were
no bankers in the following districts :

* May 10th, 1808.—The following circumstance was related to' me by a gentleman, on whose veracity I
candepend :  Being agent for a nobleman in the south of Ireland, he reccived one-half year when collecting
the reats £900. in notes and post bills of a provincial bank in high credit ; on the next Saturday he applied
at the bank to exchange this paper for Bank of Ireland notes, and was requested by one of the partuers
to call the next morning, (that is on Sunday); he did so, but the partners had all gotie out. Having
remained in town with great inconvenience till next day, he was told that the post bills were not accepted,
and of course could not be paid till the expiration of ten days. He waited that period, and when he called at
the shop was presented with a bill on Dublin at thirty-one days sight for the whole, which was the oaly pay-
Weat he could procure. ‘ ‘
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- Armagh, ~ Drogheda, Letterkenny,
Athlone, Bundalk, Lisburne,
Belfast, Ennis, Mullingar,
Clones, Foxford, and Newport, Newry,
Coleraine, Killybegs, Sligo,
Donaghadee, Larne, Strabane.

There were, however, 295 issuers of paper currency in other parts, forming a
motley body of merchants, shop-keepers, stationers, grocers, bakers, cornfactors,
millers, chandlers, cabinet-makers, shoe-makers, linen-drapers, wool-combers, apo-
thecaries, retail spirit dealers, maltsters, brewers, with many others, who issued notes
from six shillings to so low a value as $34.; at that time coin was circulating in the
districts above mentioned.

4th.—Bills of exchange greatly facilitate transfers, and supply the place of circu-
lating medjum, those drawn on Dublin especially.

5th.—Tally payments. Inmany parts of Ireland, a considerable transfer of pre-
perty, as well as payment of labour, takes place by this method between landlord and
tenant; the whole of the latter being set against rent and money due to the landlord ;
this I detailed at length in the chapter on Rural Economy.

6th.—It is a general opinion, that guineas are hoarded in various parts of the
country, and some facts have come to my knowledge which confirm this idea.*

* August 1st, 1808. Rocuroat.—I met with a farmer who occupies forty acres of land at fifty-two shillings:
he acknowledged that he hoards up guineas, which he buries in the earth, or hides in a hole in the wall.
When a guinea is once concealed in this manner, nothing will induce the owner to touch it. If farmers be
straitened for the payment of rent, their only expenditure, they will borrow at the exorbitant interest of ome
shilling 2 month for every pound ; they will even sell their cows rather than touch the sacred deposit.

Nov. 26th, 1808.—Mr. Oliver thinks that guineas are hoarded ; some catholics have a scruple in regard to
receiving interest. Mr. Newenham, in his. Statistical Inquiry, p. 168, gives the following note, which cor-
roborates the circumstances I have here mentioned. ¢ A great variety of anecdotes illustrative of this fact
might be related, the following one will suffice: A representative of one of the southern counties of Ireland,
a gentleman on whose scrupulous veracity I have long beea in the habit of relying, whose character, in-
. deed, exhibits an extraordinary assemblage of all the more amiable and exalted moral qualities, informed me,

that shortly after he left his country residence last spring, in order to attend parliament, he wa waited upon .
by one of his tenants ; a farmer who holds from him nearly 200 acres, but whose mode of living with respect
to diet, like that of most persons of that description, at least in the provinces of Munster and Connaught, dif-
fers, notwithstanding, but very little from the mode of living which prevails among the Irish labourers. The
object of the farmer’s visit was, as he said, to accommodate his landlord with a few guineas, as he heard they
were 23 scarce in England as in Ireland ; the latter thanked him, but declined accepting his offer, having pro-
vided sufficient for his occasion. The farmer was greatly distressed by the refusal, and entreated his land-
lord to take the gold, as he feared to keep it any longer in the house. This occasioned an inquiry as to the

amount
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It would be difficult to ascertain with any correctness, the quantity of gold at
present circulating in Ireland, or that which is hoarded in various parts of the
country : that great quantities have been sent thither of late years, is proved by the
following extract from the evidence procured by a committee of the House of Com-
mons, and inserted in one of their Reports ordered to be printed on the 4th of
May, 1804.*

amount of the sum, and the landlord was not a little surprised at the farmer’s producing a bag containing
500 guineas.”

Decem. 9th, 1808. CunAonuon.—lmd Woaterford is of opinion, that the farmers in his neighbour-
heod hoarded money.

‘Decem. 12th, 1808. Fa1TELEG.—Mr. Bolton thinks the farmers hoard guineas.

Jan. 28d, 1808. CasTLEBORO, WEXFORD.—Mr. Carew, says, that in Kilkenny much money is hoarded,
A custom prevails among the farmers of paying a daughter’s fortune in guineas; there is seldom an instance to
the contrary, though it amounts only to twenty. This may be assigned as one reason for hoarding. Mr.
Tighe observed the same circumstance in Kilkenny. . Survey, p. 558, ¢ Small farmers are fond of hoarding
both gold and silver. It is not uncommon on the marriage of their daughters or sisters, te give a certain sum
in a bag, which is again transferred ta another in the same way upon a similar occasion, and being scarcely
ever opened except in case of necessity, may continue thus withdrawn from circulation a great length of
time.’

August 1st, 1808,—Saw a girl tried at the assizes for robbing her father of 800 guineas, which he had
hoarded for years, and concealed in 2 hole in the wall.

Sept. 23d, 1809. Tuisk. Roscommon.—Mr. Kelly’s farming man married lately, and had with his
wife a fortune of fifty guineas and two feather beds.

October 23d, 1809. DromorLanp, Crarz.—Rode to the house of Mr. Singleton, the daughter of whose
herd had been just married, and received as her portion fifty guineas.

July 16th, 1809. New Rass.—The farmers hoard guineas; Mr. Roe, a banker in this town, sells 4000
per month; his price at present is 1s. 1d. on each guinea. Mr. Morley Saunders having let an estate in the
Queen’s county, for a fine of one thousand guineas and an annual rent, was paid the fine in tarnished gold,
but the rent has been invariably paid him in paper.

In October last, a smuggling vessel at Miltown Malbay, in the county of Clare, had her cargo, amounting
in value to some hundred-pounds, paid for in guineas in the course of twenty-four hours. I have been assured
by several persons, that they always lay by every guinea they receive, looking upon them as a rarity; and k
-am certain, that many on’that account, affix to coin an ideal value greater than what really belongs to it. One
man told me that he had borrowed bank notes at 12 per cent. interest, to pay his rent, though he had gold by
him which he would not on any acceunt touch.

July 5th, 1808, BrookuiLL.—The weavers, who all attend the races, invariably pay and receive bets in
guineas, considering it as unlucky on those occasions to use any other kind of money. Mr. Watson, says,
that a fellow with scarcely a rag to his back, and whose family is known te be starving, will frequently pro-
duce twenty guineas in gold at the races, though during the rest of the year, no trace can be discovered of his

poesessing one.

# Page 9.—This evidence was obtained from the books of Mr. Jackson, a proprietor of the Holyhead-

coach, and contains an account of the guineas which paid insurance from robbers, and neglect of the pro-
prictars,  Those uninsured, therefore, are not included.

L e oo B TEREST T
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Guineas sent to Ireland, Received from Ireland.

1795 . . . - . . 633,782 . . . . .  53.200.
1706 . . . . . . 579,000 . . . . . 29,430.
1797 . . . . . . 733359 . . . . . 5,600.
1708 . . . . . . 684,280 . . . . . . ..
1799 . . . . .'. 171,228 . . . . . .o
1800 . . . . +« « «i+ « « « « .« . 66,000.
1801 . . . . . .+ + « « . <« < . . 2%5,000.

2801,649 389,230

According to the evidence of Mr. Franks, on the 28th of April, 1804,* (the
greatest bullion dealer in Dublin), the quantity of gold in Ireland has been much

diminished since the year 1795. This gentleman stated it as his belief, that between

the first of January in that year, and the time he was examined, 3,000,000 of guineas
had been sent out of Ireland ; for the particulars I must refer to his evidence.

Mr. Franks was of opinion that 2,000,080 of guineas, mcludmg what are locted
up in the Bank of Ireland, and other banks, and what are in circulation in the
north, together with what may be hoarded there, is a reasonable estimate of the
quantlty now remaining in that country.

As a farther corroboration of this opinion, Mr. Franks stated, that 1,000,000 had
passed through his own hands, for the purpose of being sent to England.

It is to be recollected, that in 1804, guineas were in very general circulation
thronghout the north of Ireland ; but between that period and 1808, when three
Belfast banks were established, they gradually diminished. It is reasonable, there-
fore, to suppoase, that guineas were collected, in exchange for the paper issued by

- these banks, although at first in this they experienced great opposition ; yet I am

inclined to think, that they afterwards effected their purpose, since I was informed,
in the autumn of 1809, the Bank of Ireland was in'the receipt of large quantities
of gold from Belfast, and unless the circulation of coin had been much more general
than it seemed to be, the difference of currency must have injured the country, as is
pretty well proved by the account I have givea of the conduct of agents. These

people were the great opponents of the banks. The linen merchants had previonsty

held meetings to support them. On the whole, I do not believe that there is
much gold specie now in circulation in treland. A considerable sum, no doubt, is
hoarded throughout the country; but money secreted in holes cannot be considered
as forming any part of the circulating medium. I was in Ireland during the greater
part of the years 1808 and 1809, and excepting as counters at the card table, never
saw a guinea.®

¥ House of Commons’ Papers, p. 110.

4 Dec. 26,1809. WorkinGToN, CumszrLAND.—Mr. Curwen says, that formerly the masters of the coal
'vessels trading to Ireland, used to pay them entirely'in guineas, now they never sec one. He has known
£90,000. recefved in coin, in this and the two adjeining ports in the course of a year.
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By the emigration of late. years to- America, much coin has been carried there
from Ireland. Six guineas per head is abont the average sum paid for a passage, and
coin being the currency most likely to pass in a foreign state, every-kind of pro-
perty has been converted into gold and silver by those, who were about to leave
the country. In that part of Ireland where guineas still circulate, two prices
are set upon every article exposed to sale,* and it is common for purchasers to agree
for the article at the coin price, and to pay in paper; in which case, they pay in ad-
dition what is calle& “ the diseount,” which, however, is another name for the
premium on guineas. -

The quantity of gold, in the north of Ireland, has, 1 beheve, been much over-rated.
Lhave known the agents of absentee proprietors supply a shopkeeper with a few

# July 5, 1809, BrLrast.---Purchased seme saddles, and as I had ordered the saddler to pay a trifling sum
of custom-house fees for a few things which I bad sent by sea, I offered him bank of Ireland notes in pay-
ment of the whole. ¢¢ There is not enough,” replied he. Not enough ! I have given you the amount of your
bill. ¢ But the discount on the notes, Sir.” How much? ¢ Eight pence a guinea.”

April 20, 1804.—House of Commons’ Papers, p. 120. Mr, Thomas Thorpe Franks. says, “ when god
was the most plentiful, the greatest quantity that I have'purchased in the north was £30,000. in guineas, and
the smallest, when gold was scarce, as it is now, 5,000. I consider my house to do as much business a all the
houses in Dublin.”. The premium Mr. Franks gave for guineas may be seen in the Appendix to the report.

September 1808. Lonponpeary.—Lord Leitrim’s agents at Kilmagrannan, when they. receive his reat,
Ppay a discount of five-pence in the pound.

July 8, 1808. Lissuan.—A Spanish dollar passes here for 45, 6d.; in Dublin for 4s. 10d.

The price of a guinea on the 8th of July, 1868, in Lisburn, was sd. in 1808, 25. 8'd. Innkeepers would
not give change out of a bank note without this premium.

September 21st. MoNzyMork.—Monthly fair to-day, for articles of every kind, but chiefly for linens. A
money price and a paper price, invariably set upon every thing, but especxally on linens, because they amount
to a sum which more clearly exhibits the difference.

December 10, 1808. Gurnacmuorz.—Lord Waterford says, the agents sell guineas for bank notes, and
bank notes, for bills, at 31 and 61 days.

Page 88, of the Irish Exchange Committee, Mr. Roach stated as follows: ¢ What is the preminm given
for guineas ?*’ ¢¢ It is now, I believe, 7 or 8 per cent. I recollect the premium to be as high as 2s, in the
guinea, which is 10 per cent., and even as high as 2s. 6d. for a guinea. I have known sums of two and three
thousand guineas bought at that rate ; I have bought and sold guineas to a large amount,””

Mr, John C. Beresford, in his evidence before the Irish Committee of the House of Commons, p. 188, said,
¢¢ they have two prices for their linen, a paper price and a gold price.”

July 5, 1808. MovALLAN.—The linen-drapers constantly buy guineas to purchase their linens with, in the

" market ; but since 1803, their price has fallen from 2s. 8}d. to 5d. or 6d.

July 8, 1808. LissuxN.—I was asked 25 guineas for a horse, which I offered to pay for in Bank of
Ireland notes, but the seller refused them, and said, ¢ that was the price in guineas.” He asked £30.
in bank notes, but the innkeeper said he was imposing, as he ought only to charge ¢ the discount,” which on
that day was 8d. a guinca,

June 30, 1808. MovaLLAN.—The premium here for guineas was, first 2s. 2d., then 1s. 7id.; at present
#t is settled at from 5d. to 6d. 'When notes are received in paymun of rent, 6d, in the pound extra is pmd,
under the general denemination of discount.

Vor. 1L 2A
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guineab for sale, dt a premium to the tenants on the day that their reats were due,
which, when the rents were paid, were again'sent to the shopkeeper to be re-sold
. many tindes, even on the same dry. This unprincipled practiee, for so it must be

ealled, being a most iniquitous deception, imposed on the ighoranee and simplicity
of the people, is confined to the north ; ‘where, it is presumed, that guineas circalate,
and where the agents stigmatise their employers, by pretending that the latter ind
sist on having their rents paid in gold. This shameful manceuvte is extremely
oppressive to the tenants, and brings an odium on the prépnetors, which, it isto
be hoped, they do not in all cases deserve.*

7th, Dollars are mported by private persons chiefly from Liverpool, and circu-
late without a stamp; their value is regulated by weight at the market price of
silver.

8th, Bank tokens are jssued by the tremsury to the Bank -of Ir¢land, who distri-
bute theth to the public. ' They are of silver, and pass for five-pence, ten-pence, and
thirty-pence. A dollar welghs six ten-penny pieces, and one five-penny, piece ; and
these tokens, being made from the silver of the dollar, are of the same allay.” The
sct which prohibits individuals from coining them, directs that they shiall bt re-
ceived at the exthequer, and thus secures their value to the public. They bear thie
impression, * Bank Tokens,” bécause the bank had préviously circulated dollars so
stamped, and it was, therefore, deemed a less innovation. They were issued for the
above sums, to answer as change for the pound, twenty-four amounting neminally to
that sum, although of. really lees value, that: their cirtuldtioiv might be confured to
Ireland. They are a species of silver exchequer bills, for smiall sums payable withotit
interest, their dmount is statéd at £955000 sterling. The King’s proclamation
has not made them current like mint coin.

9th, The copper coin consists of pence, balfpence, aud farthings. Since 1304,
there has been a new coinage of six hundred tons. Thirteen of these pcnee‘repn«»
sent a British shilling,.’ ' '

1oth, Enghsh mint silver is stldom séen, and cuirent only in Cork and the neigh-
bourhood ; owing, as appears to me, to the frequent intercourse which that city has
with English shipping.

11th, In the King's County, Lord Gharleville- has issued a copper piece, about
the size and'weight of a penny: piece, promising the payment of thirteen-pence every
Tuesday in Tullamore, which is the current medium in all transactions “in that
neighbourhood.

In the month of March 1804, exchange haying risen to the enormous rate-of

s This fact I stated to the Bullion Commitiee of the Houss of Commensy wbprmednmdnAppndu
to their Report. 1t was subsequently stated in the House of Peers,. by the Exrl of Lauderdale. -
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£17. 121, per cent.,* the attention. of. parliament ‘was naturally atteacted to'so extraor
dinary a circumstance; and a committee was appointed to inquire into the state of
the circulating paper of Ireland, its 'pecie, and its ourrent coin ; and the exchange
between that part of the united empire and Grest. Britain. The committes,
greatly to its credit, procured on this ogcasion a most valuable. and i important body
of evidence, for the details of which I mnst refer the reader to the papers printed
by order.of the House of Commons. It may be necessary, however, to observe,
that it establishes the fact, that the issues of the Bank of Ireland, on the 1st of Januvary
1804, were £2,986,999, Italso demonstrates, that there were na private bankers in
the north of Ircland, except Sir, Andrew Ferguson at Londonderry ; not a single
banker was registered in the whole province of Ulster,+ and till within a few mouths
of thair sitting, every transfor, even in that part of Ireland, was effected by coin.}
It shews also, that there were fifty private bankers§ in' Ireland, forty-cight of whaom

* issued notes ; and two hyndred and nimety-five-shapkeepers, spirit dealers, apo-

thecasies, or traders of differant descriptions, inundating the south. and south-west
of the country, with an isswe of paper called silver owrrency, from three-pence
halfpenny to six-pence in amoynt|| That the city of . Dublin was filled with a de-
peecisted silver currency; and. that when it. was no longer possible to circulate it, a
meoting was hield of the Lord Mayor and Aldermen, to take the subject inta con.
sideration. ¥ A deputation of these persons svaitod on the then Secretary, Sir Evan
Nepean, who banded them the following note, for public communication :

“ That there is no intention; at present, of ordering the discontinuance of the re-
ceipt of the best of the silver now 'in circulation, at the public offices as usual.” On
receiving this intimation, the Lord Mayor and Aldermen entered into a resolution,
that * they would recommend it to their fellow citizens, to receivein payment the
best of the silver coin then in cizgolation, .ps nspal."** | This occurred on the

» See House of Commons’ Papers, p. 30. Appendix A.
4 Ibid. p. 41. App. A.
3 P. 108. Mr. Beresford's evidence was to this effect. P. 199, M. Franks says, ¢¢ guineas are paid for

_produce by the northerns, .to the north-west and Mayo, and thus circuitously find their way round to Dublin,

where they are sold for the porth again. "

Mr. Henry Pamell, in the 3d edit. ol' his Observatwns, &c., Debrett, 1804, in a note, p. 48, says, ¢ a
general meeting of the linen merchants was held last Novembcr at Dungannon, for the purpose of inducing
the landlords of the north to take bank paper in payment of dmr rents, in order that they might be re-
lieved from the expense of purchasing guineas to pay their weavers,’

¢ P. 43, Appendix K 66 are registered, but some firms were a double registry, arising from a change of
partners. P, 35, Appendix F. it will be found that 48 of these pndto the stamps.

1 House of Commons’ Papers, p. 51, Appendm N., gives a list of these bankers.

9 P. 19, is an account of the meeting of the Lord Mayor and Aldermen of Dublin, en this subject.

»s House of Commons’ Papers, p. 97 and 80, ,
2 A2
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28th of March, 1804, when the intrinsic value of each 21: was not worth more
than 5s5.*

It-appears, likewise, that notw:thstandmg the intention of government, and the
resolation and recommendation of the Lord Mayor and Aldermen, the carriers to
the post office refused this money, allegmg that the Treaury at the Castle refased
it. .The date of this circumstance is not stated. Mr. Franks said, ¢ it had occurred
since he left-Dublin, which was on the 28d of March;”+ the date of Sir Evan
Nepean’s .note is not ascertained. Such was the fact: and all minor transfer of
property among retail dealers was suspended in consequence, and all the evils,
which are usual attendants on such a wretched state of things, took place from the
moment that the lettér-carriers refused the money.

It farther appears, that the copper coinage issued by Mr. Camac, the owner of
the Wicklow copper mines, by no means represented its real value.t
- It was then the opinion of the best informed men,§ among whom were Mr. Colville,
Mr. Franks, &c. that the amount of specie in Ireland, previous to the restriction, was
about .£5,000,000. ; and according to the evidence of the latter, there was good rea-
son for believing that it was reduced to .£2,000,000. That guineas bore a premiuna
of ten per cent.Y 'That the rate of exchange was £17. 12s., being £9. 5s. 4d. against
Ireland.** That there was a rate of exchange between Belfast and Dublin,
which, in fact, was the price between guineas and bank notes.i+ These extraordi-
nary circumetances were ascribed to the following causes: a balance of prxyment

. * P, 97, by Mr. Fraoks’ evidence. i| P. 130.

+ P. 77, consult Mr. Franks’ evidence of these facts. TP. 44, Appendix L.
't P. 81, stated by Mr. Franks. *» P, 30,
g P.O7.

+ Principle of Currency and Exchange, by H. Parnell, Esq. London, 1805.
Exchange between Belfast and London, and Belfast on Dublin.

1803. June 1st Belfast on London - - - 81
July 1st on Dublin - - - 53
July 18t ——— on London - - - 8}

Aug. Ist——onDublin - - - 6
Aug. 1st———onLondon - - - 8%

Sept. 1st ——— on Dublin - - - 7

Sept. 1st ———onLondon . - - - 7
Oct. 1st —— on Dublin - - - 1
Oct. 1st ———— on London - R
Nov. 1st on Dublin - - - 8
. Nov. 1st ——— on London - - - 53
Dec. st onDublin - - - 113

Dec. 1st on London - - - 5%

- - - X

= on Dublin

-
-
L



THE PRESENT STATE OF MONEY AND CIRSULATING MEDIUM. 181

against Ireland ; the depreciated state of the silver coin ; an excess of paper-currency §
the issues of the national bank extended to too great an extent by the bank .directors;
and the restriction from paying in specie, imposed by parliament on the bank. . It is not
improbable, that each of these circumstances may have had some effect in producing
the evil, and that when combined, they gave rise to the uncommon situation in
which the country was then placed.

It is only justice to those gentlemen who composed the Committee that exa-
mined into this subject, to state, that they" instituted an elaborate i inquiry, which. in.
cluded the amount of loans, exports, nnports and various information connected with
the matters they were appointed to investigate ; yet it is extraordmary that three of
the most material pomts escaped their observation. T
" 1st, The real price of bullion throughout the world, as an artxcle of commeree ;
for they ‘seem to have considered the mint price as the only measure of its value,
althongh it must always bm 2 value relanve to the demand thronghout the habitable
globe.

d, Little i mqmry was made to ascertain the extent: of hoarded gold which, in
whatever quanuty, is as equally. vnthdrawn from clrculatnon, as if it were sent out
of the country.*

3d, They did not sufficiently attend to the situation of the -province of Ulster,
where gold was more valuable by one-half per cent. tham in Dublin.+ . This district
is inhabited by people who blend the occupations of agriculture, manufacture, and
commerce, in a manner that necessarily creates a constant and daily transfer of pro-
perty, which had been heretofore represented by coin; and its situation..was
rendered still more peculiar, by the desire of the people to impede the: ‘govern-
ment, which they thought they could accomphsh by refusing to accept paper in
payment. { o !

Another cnrcumstance which deserved consideration, is, that the greater part of the
province is the property of absentees ;§ many of whose agents soon discovered, that
their interest would be promoted were cashi continued asthe circulating medium ; as they
would derive a considerable profit from its sale. Had the proprietors of the: estates
been there, they must have become acquainted with this circumstance,” which weuld,
perbaps, have altered the case. It was in Ulster that the great demand for guineas pré-
vailed; there is no evidence to shew that they were purchased for any other part of

¢ P, 129 of the Appendix of the Irish Exchange Commitiee. - )

+ According to Mr. Franks, p. 110 of the Appendix to ths Report of the Irish Exchlnge Gonnmttee

1 Mr. Parnell’s Principles of Currency, p. 23. '

. § Three-lourths of Londonderry county belongs to the London compam. Anmeame.uw,m in
Antrim (o the Marquis of Hertford, kc.
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Ireland ; and nothing farther is stated, than that they were seqt to Dublin to-be sold,*
from every place but Ulster ; which isa proof that they, in part, bore an artificial pre-

.mium for a particular purpose. Mr. Henry Thornton,t in his very able publication,
has shewn that a county, situated like the province of Ulster, will naturally resort
to a paper carrency; but the real state of things there was at variance with this
opinion.

It is, indeed, extraordinary, considering its commercial improvement, that the
banking system should not have been sooner introduced into this part of Ire-
Iand ; hut it may be accounted for by the act which prevented the wealthy traders
from commencing bankers, without giving up other lucrative pursuits ; and it is not
improbable, that the want of public confidence in others may have contributed to
produce this effect.

-1 bave reason to believe that: payments by tally are much more general in Ireland
than is 10 be concluded from the evidence which I procured ; and I conjecture.that
this had been the case in a still greater degree at the time the committee were making
their inquiries. In the grazing counties it forms. the entire mode of transfer among
the common people it prevails throughowt Connaught, and a great part of Munster;
and I consider it as the cause of the silver note having currency in. the South and
Woest, while nothing but specie passed in Ulster.

In a comntry whene the people-are little: accustomed to the use of any symbel in
their transfers, the inhabitants of towMs can issue currency of any kind; .at first,
perhaps, it is given to the passing stranger, and then graduslly introduced among
themselves, until it become general in the dealings of the country. But in Ulster,
whers every owner of 2 cabin is a merchant on his own risk, who purchases flax to
sell in the mannfactured state, the nsual custom of transfers makes him acquainted
with the solidity of the circulating medium, which he accepts; and, with such &
man, the change from specie ta paper must be progressive and slow. This has
been the case throughout the linen:mannfacturing. districts of Ireland; and the
people there, having now.adopted paper, they will gusrd against its being issued by
any persons but those of undoubied property. A shopkeeper, apothecary, or retail
spirit-dealer, could not there circulate his 34d. notes, as was dene.among the igno-
rant labourers of the south, who were acoustomed to settle wuh their. employer
OBGe a year, ar, at most, once in six months.

The committee finally reported to parliament, as their opinion, that * the great

* See Appendix to the Irish Exchange Comasittes.

4 Spehing of banks, he suys, . They socen’ naturally to belong te commercial coumtries; but are more
particularly likely to be multiplied in a country like ours, in which the mercantile transactions are extended,
the population is greaty and the expenditure of individuils sensiderable.” Thornton, on Paper Credit, Lon-
den, 1802. p
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and effectual remedy would be the repeal of the restriction act.”* Yet they aban-
doned all idea of recommending the adoption of that measure,+ as they believed “its
continuance to be connected with political considerations,” which they, no doubt;
thought of sufficient importance to warrant their conduct on that occasion. How-
ever lamentable the situation of the country, which could render necessary such a
proceeding as that of restricting the bank payments in specie, the character of the
times was not such as (o warrant the trial of experiments in an establishment rest-
ing on so delicate a foundation, merely to gratify individuals who seemed to
be guided too much by speculative ideas. I am, therefore, convinced, that remov-
ing the restriction at a time when bullion bore a value in England.of £4. 5s.
per ounce, could have produced no other effect than that of drawing from the bank
the whole specie in its possession.; The public interest would thus have been sacri-
ficed to the private advantage of those, who would have sold whatever gold they could
get into their hands for the sake of the premium. Had the restriction been taken
off, the bank, as yet in its infancy, and exerting itself for the good of the coun-
try and of its inhabitants, must have been completely ruined. I am sanguine in
the belief, that a time may arrive, when the national banks of both countries' may,
without any danger, again pay in gold; but this ean never be the case while the
price of bullion holds forth a temptation to foreigners, and even to subjects, to sell
eur speaie,§ which, in circulation, is confined to the mint value.j; If our mint
coined: gold ouly into ounces, half-ounces, quarter-ounces, and sixteenths of. an
ounce,i the stamp would mark its alloy; and it would assume at the bank, and
every where else, its intrinsic value. The baoks, in that case, ‘might pay .in
specie, without any risk ; because they would not issue gold at £3. 17s. 104d.
per ounce, if its market price were £4. 4s. 84., or £4. 10s. If it came from theip
lockers at the price of the market, where would be the inducement to the dealer:to
meltit down? Neither the merchant nor manufacturer would be anxious te carvy
about with them a weighty metal, when they could supply its place by its more com-

* See Report of the Irish Exchange Committee, p. 14. + Ibid. p. 15,

1 See Lord King’s Thoughts on the Restriction, &c. p. 88. May, 1803.

§ For the price of gold bullion on the Continent, I refer to the tables in Mr. Rutherford’s Hints from
Holland, p. 26 and 27. -

{| Harris, on Money and Coins, edit. 1768, p. 86, says, * it is not the mint, but the mark, and the uni-
versal consent of mankind, that make money.”

1 In the reign of William the-Conqueror, the money received at the Exchequer was by weight, -apd not
by tale. Adam Smith, vol. i. book 1. ch, 4. p. 38. '

Sir J. Steuart, in his answer to Mr. Francis’ Letter, says: ¢ that if ever principles were invented after
facts, 1 believe it has happened 50 in the business of coimage. Coin of old, conmtedn to its value in wengbt
and fineness.”  Vol. v. of his Works, edit. 1805, p. 144.
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modious representative, paper.* Mr. Burrows, who was examined before the com-
-mittee, recommended a consolidation of the banks of England and Ireland ;t.but
the committee declined making any proposal on this subject.} - They, however, sug-
gested, that the bank of Ireland should be obliged to pay their notes in those.of the
Bank of England; and a motion. was made to that effect, but negatived in the
House of Lords.{ - This is followed by another recommendation, . which must, I con-
ceive, be adopted before many years have elapsed, namely; the equalization of the
monies of account and of circuiation in both couritries,|| and which would obviate all
.the difference arising from exchange .(the risk and . carriage excepted): as this part
of their report fully coincides with my ideas, I shall give. it in their own words.q
‘* They would also strongly urge the doing away the name of exchange, and put-
ting an:end to . its calculation, by equalizing the monies of account and monies of
circolation in both countries, and fixing the future interchange by bills at a stated
sumber-of days, adequate to defray the expense of remitting at all times ; .so as fully
to. adopt the same practice which prevails between Edinburgh and London ; and
between Liverpool and the latter.”

In mentioning anerpool which is separated from Dublm only by the mterventnon
of the Irish channel, it is worthy of remark, that Mr. Irving states, ¢ the separation
of Irelaud from Great Britain by the sea, ‘not to be an obstacle to fixing an invariable
exchange between Dublin and London, because it seldom happens that the variation
of . posts exceeds many days;” and Mr. Mansfield’s evidence deserves to be quoted, -
where it is said, .« that no inconvenience .of any kind had resulted to Scotland from
the system, except the temporary one of the bank having to provide funds in Lon-
don.” The committee recommended, *** that the Bank of Ireland, at any rate, should
establish a sufficient fund in London**. for drawing on;” by which the repont says,
“ they may gradually reduce the exchamge, in a manner somewhat resembling that
which was adopted by the Edinburgh bank.” But they conunected it with a plan of
“.vesting government with 2 power to issue treasury bills to the bank, not to.be used
unless they should be found necessary to support the credit.”+ This is a scheme
for throwing into circulation a government paper currency, which, I believe to be
in every case ineffectual, injurious, and baneful to every country by which it has ever
been issued ; and Iam happy that this part of their plan was not adopted.

» The reader is requested to oonsult Harris, on Coins, edit. 1758, part ii. chap. 48. This author ably
shews the impossibility of there being two standards, gold and silver. Farther information on the same suh-

ject may be found in Locke. _
4 Report of the Irish Exchange Comnnttee, p. 15. 1 Ibid. p. 15,16, 17.
¢ See note in Lord King's Thoughts on the Restriction, p. 5. ’ ! '
N Report of the Irish Exchange Committee, p. 17 1 Ibid. p. 18,

» Ibid. p, 17, # Ibid. p. 19,
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The report proceeds with a very strong recommendation of a restriction of the issues
of the. national bank ;* a measure which seems to me very unwise, and upon which'l
shall take the liberty of commenting. Previously to 1797, the Bank of Ireland was an
establishment so recent, as not to have amalgamated itself, if I may use the expression,
with the industry of the people or the prosperity of the country. Its issues were only
£621,917.;+ parliament, at that time, restricted the directors from paying their notes
in gold. Before that period, the two old established banks of Messrs. Latonche, and Sir
William Newcomen and Go. had circulated notes. From motives of private consi-
deration, the partners in those firms paid all their out-standing notes, and converted
their establishments into banks of deposit, instead of those of emission. It was expe-
dient, therefore, that the vacuity occasioned by the paymeat of their notes, shouid
be filled up. Mr. Franks, estimated that three out of the five millions of specie had
been sent out of the country ;i and this sum was also, by some way, to be re-
placed. The bank found it necessary, between 1797, and 1804, to issue a circu-
lating medium of _£2,300,000., which was thought to be proportioned to the wants
of the country.§ To me it appears, that this measure was absolately requisite ;
and as I proceed with the subsequent history of these events, its wisdom will be
proved by the result. Were I asked, if the increase of the bank issues equalled
the sum withdrawn from circulation by the two ptivate banking houses, which I
have before mentioned, or by the hoarding of gold, or the amount withdrawn
from different causes; my reply would be, that the additional amount of notes
sent forth by the Bank of Ireland, was not equal to this general diminution of
circulating medium;||-and that, in consequence of the chasm which had been thus
made ot being completely filled up, an opportunity was presented for private
persons to establish a bank for the issue of paper momey. Iam readyto concede,
that there was an increased issue of paper ; but an examination of the present amount

e Réport of the Irish Exchange Committee, p. 19.
- 4 Parnell’s Observations, third edit. Debrett, 1804, p. 58.

1 Report of the Irish Exchange Committee, p. 129.

¢ By deducting £621,917., the issues on the 1st of January 1797, from £2,986,999., ‘the issues on the
1st of January 1804, the increased iseue of £2,300,000., as I have stated, will be found.

|l Mr. Malthus appears to have entertained the same opinion of the issues then made by the Bank of Eng-

land ; and I believe, that the case was really the same in Ireland at the period.of which I am speaking ; ¢¢ the -

three millions and a half added to its former average issues, were not, probably, much above what was suffi-
cient to supply the quantity of specic that had been withdrawn from the circulation. If this suppositien be
true, and the amall quantity of gold which made its appearance at that time, furnishes the strongest reason for
believing, that as much as this must have been withdrawn, it would follow, that the part of the ciroulation
originating in the Bank of England, shough changed in its nature, had not been inoreased in its quantity, and
with regard to the effect of the circulating medium on the price of all commedities, it cannot be doubted, that
it would be precisely the same, whether it were made up principally of guineas, or of pound notes and shil-
lings, which would pass current for guineas,”” Maithus on Population, edit. 1803, p. 402

Vou. II. 2B
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of ‘the circulating medium, will afford the best proof, that these were not exces-
sive: and the observation of that very able financier, Mr. Henry Thornton, was
correct, when 'he said that the situation of the banks of England and Ireland was

very dissimilar. The Bank of Ireland does not manage and regulate the clrculatxon _

of the country.*
But it was not with this report alone that the bank had to contend ; public opx-

pion had been some time manifestly against it, and this unfavourable prepossession -

was strengthened by the sentiments of the committee. The press teemed with pam-
phlets and essays, deprecating their conduct: at the head of these stands one from
the classical pen of Lord King, which will long bear testimony to his lordship’s en-
larged and accurate knowledge of the nature and effects of currency. Differing,
however, from him in the conclusion which he then drew, that there was an exces-
sive issue of Bank of Ireland paper; I am, nevertheless, happy to render my hum-
ble tribute to so much talent and worth, and to subscribe to many principles ad-
vanced in that work, which I consider as applicable to general commerce. -

Mr. Henry Parnell, member for the Queen’s county, and son of alate Ghancellor
of the Exchequer for Ireland, followed Lord King with a publication on the same
subject.

As the leglslature did not adopt any of the suggestions of the committee, it re-
mains for me to shew what has taken place. An act was brought in, to prevent the
issue of all private bankers’ notes under one pound : by these means, a stop was put
to the quanity of that depreciated currency, called silver notes, with which a great
part of Ireland was inundated.+

Had not the state of exchange been unprecedented, no committee would have
béen appointed ; and # now appears, that this extraordinary state of the exchange,
arose entirely from the premium given for guineas, a consequence, no doubt, of the
bank restriction bill : for I agree with the writer in the Edinburgh Review, who says,
“In the mean time we may be permitted to observe, that the excess of the market
price over the mint price of gold in both countries, that is, the alleged depreciation

of the coin® both where it is confounded with the paper money, and where it is '

entirely separated from it, serves to afford ground for doubting, whether the loss of

* 1 request the reader to consult his Speech on the 13th Feb. 1804. Coddett’s hrhamntary Register,
vol. i. p. 1090. -

+ Dublin, April 1st, 1809. When this kind of paper was in clrculauon, a corn-buyer at Taghmon had:
issued .£6,000. in these notes ; but finding 2 difficulty to pay some of them, he procured a stamp, similar to -
one used at the bank of Ireland, and whenever one was presented for payment, he pulled out his stamp, and
marked ¢¢ Forgery,” in large letters upen it. There was no witness to the note being his signature ; and if
there Liad been, who would have sued him for 35d. or 64. at most? I am assured, that this practice was
carried tp such an excess, that, in some cases, these notes bore the wark, instead of the signature; of the.

issuer; and in others, that they were issued without any account being taken of them. It is calculated, that ~

three-fourths were never paid. A similar circumstance, in currency, is not, I believe, on record,
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valae is, ‘in-every case, to be ascribed to the state of the paper ; since it, is not easy
to conceive, that the value of coin should be depressed in England, because it is at
par with paper, and in Ireland, because it is of much higher value.”* This doubt
of the reviewer has, I think, been realized, in the state of the money market in
Ireland, where the premium for coin has fallen; as paper was substituted for it in
cireulation, and has thus proved that it was not the “ gtate of the paper” which was
then depreciated. .

An issue of £200,000. dollars, by the bank, took place ; and at the same time,
an issue by the treasury, not in paper, but in silver, of £950,000., in a currency
called tokens, fogether with a coinage of 600 tons of copper into pence and half-
pence. '

Four northern banks, one at Lurgan, and three at Belfast, in Ulster, have been
established ; the circulating medium of that province is now no longer confined to
spacie. The premium upon guineas was reduced from 2s. 6d. each to 7d.; the
rate of exchange has returned to par, and the i issues of the bank are rather extended
than contracted.

Cifrcumstances, therefore, are much altered for the better yet I will not assert,
that there is not room yet left for amelioration. The grand object tobe kept in view,.
is theequalization of the currency of the two countries ; which, I trust, will be effected.
when the situation of the times will permit their respective banks to pay in specie:
were this measure carried into execution, it would ensure a reduction of the rate of
exchange to the mere expense and risk of the transit. :

Taking every thing, therefore, into consideration, I am confident that the present
state of the circulating medium in Ireland, refutes in a great measure those ar-
guments employed to support the most dismal forebodings, in which Mr. Parnell.
took the-lead; when he said, ¢ that the paper currency is depreciated ; that this de-
preciation is the sole cause of the unfavourable state of the exchange ; and that the
degree of it is not less than ten per cent.”+ Had this been true in 1804, what must
have been the depreciation now, in 18102 It is not to be denied, that there may be
an excess of circulating medium, of whatever it may be composed;t but.the
situation of Ireland, up to 1811, proves that this was not the case in 1804. The

* No. XVIL p. 132. + P. 26.

1 Sir Francis Baring, in his Observations on the Publication of Walter Boyd, Esq. edit. 18Q1, p. 6, .
says : *¢ That the knowledge of this fact has been the'alphabet, or first principle, of every financier and mer-
chant for above a century.”” . The whole of the pamphlet is worth attention. The author peinted out in it the
necessity of a certain quantity of circulating medium to a country ; and this is the very point which I wish to.
impress on the reader, in regard to] Ireland.  If there were no tally payments, would not the circulating
medium be incredsed, and supply their place, without raising the prices? It is singular, that the son of
this celebrated merchant, Mr. Alexander Baring; should, in the House of Commons, sneer at the principles
which had been advanced on this subject by Bacon, Newton, Burlelgh, and Locke, as unsuited to the times

in

2B 2 .
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bank has not withdrawn & pound, and exchange has returned to par: let these facts
be kept in remembrance, and presented to those who foretold ruin from an issue
of bank paper,. which, ae is now discovered, filled up the vacancy occasioned by
the specie and private notes withdrawn from circulation. But Mr. Parnell’s con-
clusions were, in all probability, deduced from a calculation, that the paper
curretcy of Ircland was 20 millions in 1804.* It is impossible to read the
passage in this work without perceiving the error of such an opinion: so long as
the notes of private bankers are.payable, on demand, in bank of Ireland notes, so
long these national notes form a restriction against their excessive issue ; as those
by whom they are issued, are as liable to be called upon for bank notes as for
currency. Hence, there can be no reason for supposing that private bankers issued
notes to eight times the extent of their capital,+ bécause they were only paysble in
bapk of Ireland notes ; whilst, if the restriction had been on guineas, instead of
bhank of Irelamd notes, their issues would have been confined to four times the
amount of their capitals.f Neither am I aware in what way -Mr. Parhell calcu-
lated the amount of the capitals of the private bankers of Ireland at that time; he
stated the amount of their capitals at 2 sum nearly as large as their issues in-1811.
It is. with great regret I make these observations ; and nothing but the public situa-
tion of this gestleman could have drawn them forth. The same reason induces me
to poiat.gut a proposition which Mr. Parnell made to parliament, on the 13th of
April, 1809: ‘ And in order to secure the currency of bank of England paper
in Dublin, with a view of obtaining an assimilation of paper currency, as well
a the currency of coin, 1 shall propose, that this paper shall ‘be made a’legal
tender in Ireland, equally with the bank of Ireland paper.”§ ~ This was repro-
bated by Mr. Foster: Mr. Parnell, in explanation, said, “ he only meant as legal
a tender in Ireland, 2s in England, not simply a'legal tender.”’|j I have never heard
of any paper forming a legal tender in England : the explanation appears weaker
~ than the proposition.

" Tothose who have read the works of Sir James Steuart,§ Harris, Dr.Adam Smith,**
and Professor Millar,+ or the pamphlet of Lord King,1t it is.needless to point out
the advantage which arises to a country, when part of its circulating medinum con-
sists of paper. But I by no means wish to recommend its exclusive substitution for

in which we live; as i such general principles were not suited to all ages and countries. His sentiments were

« uttered with an expression of contempt, . which never could have been manifested by a man who had read and
uaderstood the works of these sages; and worthy, alene, of the fiancier, whe could entertain such an opimion
a8 that bank notes sheuld be made a legal tender.

» Parmell on the Currency of Ireland, p. 4. ~ +1bid. 1 Ibid.
¢ Cobbett’s Parliamentary Debates, vol. xiv. p. 87. \| Ibid. p.91.
€ Val iii. edit. 1805. beok 4, ch. iii. p. 107. » Vol. i. p. 42,

+ Millac on the English Goverament, edit. 1803. wol, iv. p, 112.
11 On the Bank Restrictions, p. 65.
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metallic currency: public banks, well conducted, are highly useful, but they are so
Hable to abuse, that if not watched with a jealous eye, they may be mistaken for real
wealth ; -and the public apprehending the rise of prices produced by the intrease of
paper, to be the consequence of an increase of national prosperity, may be fatally
decetved by such an iHusion. Besides, the government of a country, the circulating
medium of which consists of paper, is more liable to subversion from internal convul.
sion or foreign attack. Of the theory of the former position, a practical demonstration
may be seen in Ulster ; where the exclusive use of coin hasnot only been an incon-
venience, but a burden unnecessarily imposed upon the country; and of this the
mercantile part of the community, seem to be perfectly aware.* It may be of
domre importance, also, to remrark, that in 1804, when the exchange was supposed to
be from 10 to 12 per cent. against Ireland, in remittances from Dublin to London,
the - paper circulation was payable only in silver greatly depreciated, and even the
mint valae was not ensured to the public. At the same period, the rute of exchange
filuctuated at par between Belfast and London, where depreciated silver was
not in circulation ; at preseat, the debased silver currency of Dublin has disap-
peared, and its place has been supplied by an issue of silver tokens, the nominal
value of which at the mint price of silver is ensured to the public, and exchange
between Daublin and London is at par. . This seems to authorize the opmnon, that
Irish paper currency has, in fact, never been depreciated ; and that nramny of those
embarrassments comected with the circolating medium of both countries, may be
traced to the singular policy, which, for the last hundred years, has been endeavour-
ing to establish gold as the measure of value, and to degrade silver to the mere ser-
~vice of dividing the gold coin into- fractional parts for small payments; while,
throughout the world, and even in some of our British colonies,+ silver is the
measare of value, as well as the standard of exchanges, ahd gold only a commodity.}
These principles will, perhaps, be more clearly understood from the annexed table,
constructed by my friend Mr. Rutherford, which exhibits the variations: that have
existed between silver and gold in Great Britain.

‘Br. Adam Smith thought, that “ the great quantities of silver camed annually
from Europe to-India, have in some of the English settlements gradually reduced the
- value of that metal in proportion to gold.”§ It is generally stated, that the export

» So stated by Mr.. Parnell, p. 48.
.14 % Gold ceins pass only 3s bullien by weighit.” ®Weld's #ravels in Lower Canadd, vol. ii. p. 3.

1 Adam Smith, vol. i. p. 331, upen; the autliority of Meggins, states the proportion of the precions me-'
t als imported into Europe, as one ounce of gold to twenty-two ounces of silver. Humbold, vol. iii. book iv.
chap. ii. page 435, says, * Meggins found the proportion between gold and silver from 1748 to 1753, as
1 to 22s. from 1753 to 1764, a8 1 to 26%. Mr. Gerbouz, supposed it in 1803, as 1 t0204.”” But Humbold
himself asserts, ¢ that frem 1750 to 1800, the quantity of gold impertéd into Europe, was to the quantity
of silver imported, in the prepertion of 1 to 40.”

g Vol. i. book i. ch. ii, p. 330.
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(now 1811) has ceased : being a subject connected more immediately with the mo-
netary system of Great Britain than that of Ireland, 1 have not ascertained the
fact ; but if it be so, it may, in some measure, account for the diﬂ'erenee in the
value of gold and silver.

Since the reign of King William, silver has scarcely been coined in tlns country

to an extent greater than just to gratify the whim of those who wished to have new
coins for the purpose of bestowing them in presents. During the reign of that prince,
the great silver coinage, as it is styled, took place; the tally of the money called in
on that occasion, amounted to £6,732,111.*% Postlethwayte says, that the loss by
discounts on tallies, clipt and hammered money, exchange, and extraordinary
charges of the mint during the years 1694, 1695, 1696, and 1697, amounted to
£2,540,552. 9s. 63d.+ On the 24th of June, 1696, the loss on clipt money alone
was £2,297,415.f The silver coinage by George 1I., was only £304,360. The
whole amount of money, coined in the reign of George IIL., is as follows: from
1760, to 1809, £66,214,774. in gold and £63,419. in silver: this shews that gold
has been coined over and over again. The mint issues gold, as a pump throws water
from a well into a channel that continually returns it. In 1798, all silver coinage
was prohibited. -
- It will be seen, that the principal part of this chapter was Wwritten previous to
1811 ; and on revising it, I find no reason, from any events-that have occurred
since, to make an alteration; but it may be proper to observe, that since that time
the value of bullion in Ireland has experienced a considerable change. In January
1811, guineas were at a premium of 84.; in October, the premium was 4s. ; in Decem-
ber, 7s. 7d. The silver, which in January 1810, was an encumbrance to the bank,
has now, in October, considerably disappeared. A friend of mine, who resides in
Ulster, borrowed, some years since, .£6,000., when gold was the circulating me_dium;
the money has been called in in this year, 1811,and he has been obliged to pay
£1,200., the difference between paper and gold.

The observations which I have hitherto made refer to the state of the circulating
medium of Ireland, which is now more intimately connected with that of the empire
in general ; but the facts I have adduced, and the arguments founded thereon, arose
from English bank notes and guineas circulating in that country at par; which was the
_ case at the time I left it, in January 1810, when an English bank note bore the same
premlum as a guinea; indeed, in 1804, it was more valuable.§ The monetary system
*of England is a wide field, which it is neither my business nor intention to enter upon,
because any discussion on that subject, whatever may be the state of bank notes in
England would be foreign to my work; all that is necessary to state is, that in

+ Harleian M.S. No. 6838, + History of the Revenue, 1759, p. 34. 1 Harleian M.S. ut supra.
¢ According to Mr. Frank’s evidence, Appendix to Irish Exchange Report, p. 110,

£2
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Ireland, 'Irish bank notes, up to January 1811, were not depreciated. My proofs
‘rest on this fact, that a depreciated paper currency must continue falling till it com-
pletely destroys itself. In Ireland the premium upon bullion fell, and from the mo-
ment of the issue of silver currency, it vanished ; when I say vanished, I mean that
it was reduced to 8d., and that it was difficult to be procured.

I have called the present circulating medium of Ireland * inadequate” to the
wants of the country, both in this work, and in my evidence before the Bullion Com-
mittee of the House of Commons : what I 'wish to be understood by this expression is,
that the payment by tally, from whatever cause it may originate, is generally used in
Ireland, instead of an exchange of commodities by money tokens ; and all the observa-
tions I have made on the state of society in that country, convince me, that the exist-
ence of this practice is attended with the most injurious consequences to the public
prosperity. The notes of the Bank of Ireland are still unknown in various parts of
the island: I am inclined to think,. that were confidence in them more general, it
would tend to abolish this pernicious custom. Mr. Malthus appears to be aware of
the possibility of a country standing in need of an increase of circulating medium,
when he says, « in the single article of the weekly payment of labourers’ wages, includ-
ing the parish allowances, it is evident, that a very great addition to the circulating
medium of the neighbourhood would be wanted.”* This  observation is applicable
to Ireland; for a considerable addition to its circulating medium is required for the
weekly payment of labour, and this addition might be made without enhancing
the prices in a sensible degree.

Did I attempt to trace the general state of our circulating medium, and the
measures which have been pursued to render our standard agio coin, I own 1 should
consider the.depreciated state of our silver currency, and the acts for preventing the
exports of coin,* as much greater evils than the excessive issue of bank notes. I should
also remark, that before any permanent good can be effected, there must be a new silver
currency, which will be futile unless the old one is called in.y Connected with this
subject is our. foreign expenditure, our intercourse and relations with the different
nations of Europe, the United States of America, and the British colonies in the West
Indies, the Spanish possessions in South America, and the British empire in the East.
This subject has engaged no small share of my attention ; and I at one time in-
tended to enter into it at some length, but I have since given up that i intention.

There 1s, however, one circumstance in the prosent paper currency of Ireland, to

# Malthus on Populauon, edit. 1808, p. 403.

+ The reader will do well to consult Harris on Coins, particularly part ii. p. 3; al:o, Conudenuons. on
Money and Bullien, by an anonymous writer; published by the priater to the Royal Society in 1772.

1 Colquboun, in his Treatise on the Police, relates some pemncnt facts connected with this subject,
pp- 179, 186, 208. - .

Mr. Conduit, who held the same office in the mint, as Sir Isaac Newton, pubhshed a pamphlet on this
subject in 1730; let the reader consult it, p. 36 to 46.
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which I shall advert, namdy, the paucity of bankers who issue paper. The conse
quence is, that the amount of issues by the present bankers, ‘is individually immense,
much exceeding those of the most respectable establishments in England. This cir-
cumstance has arisen from an act of parliament, of the wisdom of which 1 entertain
, very great doubts. The act to which I allude, confines a banker to that business only ;
and like all legislative provisions, having a tendency to cramp and embarrass the
operations of trade, it has been attended with evil consequences. Lord King,* and
Dr. Adam Smith,+ appear to be authorities sufficient.to warrant this remark.

By the evidence taken before the bullion committee in the spring of 18 10, the
average issue of private banks in England, is about £30,000. each. In Ireland, a
banker would not consider it worth his while to commence business upon sach an
issye. d

I sh3ll now consider the probable amount of the circulating medium of lreland
but must first observe, that as hoarded specie cannot be said to be in active use, I sha.ll
not take it into the account. '

Bank of Ireland notes were on the 1st of June 1810, £3,165,579 11s. 1d.% :

The issues of private bankers in 1804, according to the evidence procured by the
Irish Exchange Committee, were as follows:

Mr. Roach was of opinion, that the private notes then in c:rculatxoa were
£3,000,000. :

Cork had in circulation . . . _£1,000,000.

Limerick . ... . . . . . . 200,000.

Waterford and

Clonmell each ) 200,000. .

Dublin . . . . . . . . 1000000 . —
The rest was circulating in different towns in Ireland ; and he added, * I form my
opinion on the information given to me from time to time, of the separate issues of
different bankers of the several towns I have named, except Dublin, and from bankers
and other individuals.”

Mr. Colville supposed, that the issues of prnvate paper were équal to the issues of
the bank.§

» ¢ The multiplication of banks, as is observed by Dr. A. Smith, instead of dunmshmg, greatly increases

the security of the public. The circulation of notes being divided into 2 greater number of parts, the failure
_ of any one company becomes of less importance, and occasions less embarrassment, The competition of rival
_banks produces in all of them greater caution, and a more skilful and judicious management.” 7 houglus on
the Restriction, p. 67.

+ ¢ By dividing the whole circulation into a greater mumber of parts, the failure of any one company, an
accident which in the course of things, must sometimes happen, becemes of less censequence to the public.’”
Smith’s Wealth of Nations, vol. i. p. 498.

1 As by an account rendered to Parliament, ordered to be printed 4th March, 1811.

¢ Ihbid. 97.
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Mr. Beresford thought the issue of private bankers in Dublin to be £700,000.*

He calculated that Waterford and the surrounding district, had in circulation
. £200,000.

Cork, three times as largeas Waterford he estimatedat . . . . _£600,000.

Limerick equal to Waterford . . . . .+« 200,000.

Clonmell, Kilkenny, and other small places ; Tuam and its nelglxbourhood 200,000.

To the north of Dublin, very little, except Dublin paper, circulates, and that
chiefly of the Bank of Ireland. The people of the north require one-sixth part
of the Bank of Ireland along with any private paper which they receive.

From this statement it may be concluded, that the issues were then about
£3,000,000. I know, that the issues of private bankers in Ulster are, at .present,
about £400,000. ' But it is to be recollected, that in this province, the notes of the
Bank of Ireland circulate freely; and in some counties, Derry in particular, the case
is the same with the notes of the private bankers of Dublin.+ I, therefore, am of
opinion, that the clrculatmg medium of Ulster amounts to £1,000,000., indepen-
dently of the specie which still remains.

I have taken credit in the account of the Bank of Ireland notes of these issues.
They again circulate to the north-west, and as far as Sligo; and to the west, till they
interfere with the paper issued by the banks of Tuam, Galway, and Birr.

The western part of Leinster is principally confined to Dublin paper.

I have heard the amount of the issues of three Dublin bankers stated at a very
large amount. In 1804, Mr. Beresford thought they were £700,000.; Mr. Roach
mentioned £1,000,000. ; according to my estimate, they are at present £1,000,000.
The failure of the Kilkenny, New Ross, and Cotter’s Cork bank, proved that the
issue of the southern banks was much larger than the calculation of Mr. Beresford ;
although I am inclined to think, that his estimation for Waterford, making the
amount _£200,000., is near the truth. In that district he includes Kilkenny and
Youghal. I should now state the paper circulation of these districts at £ 250,000.
Wexford . . . . 100,000.
Clonmell, Fermoy, Mallow, and the cxty of Gork cannot be less than  1,000,000.
Limerick and Ennis I do not extend beyond the estimation of Mr.

Beresford, in 1804 . . . . . v e e e . 200,000.
Birr, 1 have heard stated I know not how accurately, at . . . . -+ 120,000.

# Page 105.

+ May 20th, 1810, Brirast.—Full one-half of the notes in circulation in Ulster are Dublin notes, and
chiefly those of the Bank of Ireland. f

Avg, 28th, 1809. E~wniskiLrLeN,—Circulating medium here 'is Dubhn notel, which are subject to-con-
stant forgeries, that occasion great loss to the poor.

- Vou. 1l . 2C



1s4 THE PRESENT STATE OF MONEY AND CIRCULATING MEDIUM.

Galway, which issues the whole circulating medium of Connaught,
and where Lord French’s Tuam bank i is, probably, the largest . £200,000.
‘Silver notes may amount to, but cannot exceed . . . e 100,000.

The guineas in circulation, as I have stated under that head, must be very few.
Banktokens . . . . . . . . . ..

.« « < . . . 950,000
Bank issues in silver dollars e e el e e e e e e e 200,000.
Coppergoin . . . . . . e e e e e e e e

Lord Charleville’s copper promusory notes . . . . .o 3,000.

Guineas, unstamped dollars, forged notes, and bills of exehmge, must all add
to this amount.

Having mentioned the data on which I have founded these calculations, the readar
will be able to form his own apinion of the amount of those items which have not
been filled up.

Aa far as [ can judge, the amount of the circulating medium in paper is now about,
£6,305,000., independently of bills of exchange. In coin, it cannot be three
millions; perhaps, nine millions for- the whole is too large a calculation; and, in--
deed, in comparison with that of Great Britain, it appears extravagant. But it
myst be recollected that a poor country requires, in proportion, a greater amoung
than a rich one; because its capital circulates at a much slower rate,* which over-
comes, in my opinion, the circumstances in opposition of tally payments not re-
quiring 3 circulating medium. Girculating medium, in this respect, is similar to
profit; a much larger per centage 'is acquired on a small capital than on a large .
one; sa in the circulation of 2 poor country, consisting of a collection of small
capitals, a much lagger per centage profit will be made, than in a country in a more
forward state of commercial intercourse. A wealthy nation obtains that credit whickh,
is denied' to a poor ane; and the universal establishment of banking liberates a
quantity of circulating medium, which countries that are without it, require
to remain un¢mployed+ until it be wanted. Ireland, to a certain degree, pas-
seases these banks, and in the opinion of some, they are too numerous. But so
long as transfers are only settled by tally, so long shall I consider that the banks of
that country are not upon such an established system, as to allow them to interfere
much with the circulation of the country.

s ¢ This shews the necessity of some proportion of money to trade, but what proportion that is, is hard to
determine ; because it depends not barely on the quantity of money, but the quickness of circulation; the
very same shilling may at one time pay twenty men in twenty days, at another rest in the same hands one
hundred days together; this makes it impossible exactly to estimate the quantity of money needful in trade.”*
Locke's Works, ninth edit. vol. iv, p. 23.

4 ¢ By the assistance of these banks, whether public or private, the natien has obtained a variety of re-
sources for procuring money upon sudden demand, and for turning it ¢ an immedimte account 2; seon as the
demand is over; so that the quantity of current specie which must ever lie unemployed in the hands of an in-
dividual, has been rendered more and more insignificant.””  Professor Millaron the Advancement of Manvefac-
tures, Commerce, and the Aris, edit, 1808, vol. iv, p. 118,
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Sir William Petty says, that in 1678, interest in Ircland was ten per cent, it is
qow by law six per cent. but it is not coafined to this rate in any part of Ireland. In
the commercial province of Ulster, 1s. per month for a pound, paid monthly,
is coinmon ; and in large transactions, nothing is more usual than advertisements,
offering a douceur, to be paid down, for the loan of money at legal interest; and in
the account which I have transcribed of the manner in which the late discount offices
in Belfast and Cork transacted their business, it will be observed, that sometimes mych
more than legal interest was paid.

R

CHAPTER XYVIL
WEIGHTS AND MEASURES.

IT would be a useful object of legislative interference, to equalize the weights and
measures of the United Empire ; but one which would require considerable indus-
try to carry it into execution.

Formerly, ‘a cubic foot of water was assumed as a general standard for liquids, .
and weighed 621lbs. ; this cubic foot multiplied by 32, gives 2,000, the weight of a
ton: hence, eight cubic feet of water made a hogshead, and four hogsheads a ton,
in capacity and denomination.* Dry measures were raised on the same model: a
bushel of wheat, assumed as a general standard for all sorts of grain, also weighed
6241bs. ; 8 of these bushels made a quarter ; 4 quarters a ton in weight.

Coals were sold by the chaldron, supposed to weigh a ton, or 2,000lbs.; hence a
ton in weight is the common standard for liquids, corn, and coals. If this analogy
had been preserved, it would have prevented much of the present confusion : it may
reasonably be presumed, that corn, and other commodities, both dry and liquid,
were first sold by weight, and that measures, for convenience, were afterwards intro-
duced, bearing some analogy to the weights before used. The word ton is applied
both to weight and liquid measure, because the same quantity of liquid is a ton,
both in weight and measure. Hence the word quarter may be also explained : Bishop
Fleetwood+ judged that it signified the fourth part of some weight, and not of any
measure ; and it seems to signify the fourth part of a ton, or 2,000lbs.t

The origin of our weights is the grain of wheat, gathered in the middle of the
ear; 32 of these, well-dried, make a pennyweight; 20 penny-weights an ounce ;
12 ounces a pound Troy ;§ and hence arose our £. of account, consisting of 240
pence, or in silver, one pound Troy weight, and is lighter by three quarters of an

» Transactions of the Royal Society, No. 453, p. 457. 4 Chronicon Pretiosum, p. 72.
1 Phil. Trans. abridged, vol. ix. p. 459. § Stat. 51 Hen, III. 31 Edw. L. 12 Hea. VIL
: 2Cz
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ounce, or 360 grains, than the Saxon pound, discontinued by Henry VII. The
pound avoirdupois was legally established by the 24th of Henry VIII.; the parti-
cular use to which it is applied is the weighing of butchers’ meat in the market.
How or when it came into private use is not certainly known ;* it contains sixteen
ounces. . ,
 The discussion of all the points connected with this subject I shall not attempt;
my intention being only to hint at the beautiful simplicity of the origin of weights
and measures, as a foundation for the reasoning of those who may hereafter be in-
clined to reduce to order the confusion which at present exists.

The following tables will exhibit the state of Ireland in this particular. Mr.
Croker had it once in contemplation to bring the subject before parliament ; and
he would certainly render an important service to the public, by yet pursuing his
plans. ' '

# Phil, Transactions, vol. 65, parti. art. 3.



i WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. ' 197

A Comparative Table of Wine and Dry Measures of Ireland with those of Great
Britain, as furnished from the Custom House, Dublin.

WINE MEASURE. DIFFERENCE. DRY MEASURE. DIFFERENCE.
English | Irish Eoglish -| Trish LSo

Gallons, !soﬁd Inch.‘solid Inch. Solid Inch.| Gallons. Gallens., Solid Inch, Solid Inclg. lid ]ncll. Gallons.

‘ -

1 231 2174, 1341 — Gallon - - 1 g68y| 2174 s1g] —ai

o 1:”,513" ,3;2;’;3 A%i| 5ru || Buhel- - 8 21584| 11,7401 00t | 1

84 | 19,404 18,2784 1,125¢ | 5v: || Barrel - - s2 8,601¢| . 69633 11,6384 | 7uL

25 | foats | sesss VooRe| g cuarter | es | arsesy asosse| sl 15 4t

The Unit Weight is alike in both Countries.

.

GRAIN WEIGHT. LONG MEASURE, COAL MEASURE.
14} Stones - - 1Barrelof Flour. | 5} Yards - make - 1 English Pole or Regulated by Act 1st. Geo. II.
" e Rye, Beans,o 7 Yard 1rih @ ! Topat | Waachester

as, Rye, or ards - - - 1lIrish ditto. | . .

I;hut & Deam, o B‘"";f . . ¥a$ .1 English mile. ‘Bottom. | least | Measare

168wmes - - - 1 Barmelof Bereor| 2240 Yards - - 1 Irish mile, Half Barrel | 24 Inch.(25} Inch.| 20 Gallons

Barley. 544 Irish mileh - - 1 Degree of the |Bushel - | g0 do. | 21 do. |10 dov
14 Stones - - - 1Barrel of Oats. Equator, Half Bushel | 15 do. | 16 do. | 5 do,
1: gi:u - - - i Bar. olf ?:iti:nleal. 11 Irish miles - - 14 English miles. |peck . - | 11 do. | 12 do. | 2} do.

es - - - 1 Barrel o t.
e Barrels - . - 1 Quarter. ' Half Peck | 10} do.| 11} do. | 1} do.
4Cwt. - - -1 I%ad of Straw or LAND MEASURE.
ay. i
. . 74 Inches - - - 1 English Link. " $

o A g 0 the Englsh Quarter 1 7 to 10y Inches - - 1Trih Link. LIGUID MEASURE.

: arter of Wheat being | 100 Links - - - 1 Cbain. All Liquids in Ireland are measured by the
516lb.—The English Quarter of Barleyhas | 5 Yards - - - 1 Engli A toal Tnok
430b.—and of Oats 308lb. - "’ 7 Y:EE? . e . : ::;ﬁ' "#eg’;;fh- _ Gallon, containing 217 Cubical Inches.

22 - - -1 English Chain. Naggi k - 1 Pint.
98 Yards - . - 11Irish Chain. 2 pusEins make  1Quert.
DRY MEASURE. 6; Yards - - - 1Scotch Chain, 2Quarts - - -1 Pottle.
—_ 10 8q. Chains. - - 1 Sqnare Acre. 2 Pottles - - - 1 Gallon.
2 Pints - - - 1 Quart, 121 Irish Acres - - - 196 El’lg“lll Acm. 18 Gallons - - - 1 Rundlet.
2Qurs - - -1 Pottle. . | 40 Gallons - - - 1 Barrel of Ale.
2 Potfles - - - 1Galon, In Builders’ work, 21 feet long, 1 foot high, | $1; Gallons . - 1 Barrel of Wine.
2 Gallons - - - 1Peck. : and 18 inches thick, make 1 Perch of Ma- | 49°Gallons - - - 1 Tierce or Awme.
4Pecks - - - 1Bushel. son's work. 21 Feetlong, 1foot high,and | ¢3 Gallons*- - - 1 Hogshead.
2 Bushels- - - 1 Strike, 9 inches thick, make 1 Perch of Brick- | g4 Gallons - - - 1 Puncheon.
4 Bushels - - - 1 Barrel, layers’ work. 8o that 31 solid feet make | 9 Hogsheads - - 1 Pipe or Butt.
2 Barrels - - - 1 Quarter. 1 Perch_of Masonry, and 15} solid feet | 4 Hogsheads or
4 Quartens «. = 1 Chaldron. make 1 Perch of Brick work. 252 Gallons - } - 1 Tun,
5 Quarters . - -1Wey. . . '
2 Weys - - -1last. .
SQUARE MEASURE, ALE MEASURE.
YARN MEASURE. 304 Square Yards —- 1 e Perch 10 Gallons make - 1 Firkin.
A — ish. - ¢ Firkins - - - 1 Kilderkin.
120 Threads make - 1 Cut. 49 Square Yards - 18q. Perch Irish. | ¢ Kilderkine - - 1 Banrel.
12 Cats - - - 1 Hanok. 4840 Square Yards -1 lish Acre. 8 Barrels - © - - 1 'Tun of Ale.
4 Hanks - - - 1 Spindle, 7840 Square Yards - 1 Irish Acre.
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TABLE OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES
IN VARIOUS PARTS OF IRELAND.

Divisiona Places.

Authorities.

Weights.

Measures.

_ Observations.

TULSTER.”

Aautrim

Armagh | Ardress -

Tull
W

, Cavan aw -
Don
% Glentis

‘Down | Moyallon,

Dromore

Templepatrick

Ballintoy -
Brookhill, near
Lisburn

hill, near

near Guilford

Rev.Wm.Gooch

Rev. Mr. Trail
James Watson

George Ensor

Coote’s Survey,
p- 285.

Thos. Armstroug;
James Nesbit

M‘Parl‘an’cSur-

vey of Donegal,

p. 131

Mr. O‘Donnel
T, C. Wakefield

Dubourdieu’s
urvey of Down,

p- 250

Rev, H. E. Boyld Cwt.=

Cwt.=112lb.
Except of Beef,
Pork, Wool, But-
ter, Flax, Pota-
toes, Hay, all of

which 120b.

Ib.=160z.

4 Stone=

Corn St.=14lb.
avoird.
Wool St.=161b.
FeatherSt.=16l
Flax St.=14lb.
TallowSt. =16lb.

[8St.of Potatoes=

8lb. of Meal=

1131,
CW[.:{ 1201b.

Cwt.=112lb.
1180b.
120ib.

Cwt.=8 Stone
Stone=141lb.
Ton=20 Cwt.

a Corn Bush-
el=92Quarts

Bush. =32 quarts
Ib. =1602z.

1 Sonems]4ib,

Cwt.=8 Stone

1 Bushel

1 Stone=16lb.

IrishGal. =217-6
cubic inches
Barrel of Bar-
ley=16 St.
Wheat=20 St.

to 32 St.
of Oats kiln-
dried=12 St.
Do. raw=14 St.
of Malt=12 .
of Bran=6 St.

1 Measure
1 Peck

Boll=10 Bushels
Bush. =32 qua

Busb.=32qu
32Quarts=1Gal.
1 Hog.=12Win-|

60lb.={1 bush.of potatoes|Weights and Measures dif-

fer almost at every place
in the same County.

FWinchestet Bashel.

Measures are here nominal for
the most s all things are
sold by t, except pota~

toes, which i
by the buabel,” S0

Liquors are sold by Wine
casure, asare all liquids.
Hides and Butter are sold
by the Cwt. of 119ib.—
Coals by the Ton of 8

of Potatpes=r24{ bushels.— Lime by the

Barrel of 33 gallons.

- - =} = - - |Usualin Ireland.
Stone=14lb. {Peck =28 Quar:

The D

measeres and

are y, and Avoir':ghunph

weights ; the Liquids are
ut

~N
are now the

y measure.

chester Bush.

in sold in this co.;‘:‘;

@

el
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Divisions.

Places.

Authorities,

Weights.

Measures.

Observations.

- ULSTER.
‘Down

Fermanagh

M o‘naghan

Londonderry

Castle Blaney

Newtown, Le-
mivady

Brookborough| Mr. Brooke -

Dubourdieu’s
Survey of
Down, p. 950.

-rlnslie Alexander

Sampson’s sur-
vey of Lon-
donderry, p.
502.

Rev. Wm.G?oehi

Oatmeal sold by
Cwt. of 1201b.
Potatoes, Stone of]
14b. -
Undressed and
bhackled Flax,
Stone of 16!b.
Beef& Pork when
by Cwt. have
90lb.
Tallew, Stone of
161b.
Hides, Cwt. of
120ib.
20 St. of 14lb.=
16 St.=

b
I
[77]

a85-8
Yrunnm
Wunuwnn

-~
k4

14 St.=
13 St.=
16ib.=1 St. Flax
8 St.=1 Cwt.
120ib.=1 Cwt.
of Beef & Pork
1680z.=1 |b.
16b.=1 St. of
Wool. -
bSt.:l Cwt, of
[Wool, excepting
what is stated
above as 1121b.
to the Cwt.

Three different
weights under
denomination of
Cwt.

1stlong Cwt.=
1201b.
2nd mid.Cwt. =

h. 11A4b.
d shortCwt,=
100ib.
}Great varieties of]
Ibs. also,
1 of 20 oz.

1 of 18 oz.
1 of 16 oz.

Boll=10 Win-

chester bushels

1 Bar. of Wheat
1 Bar. of Bere

1 Bar. of Oats

1 Bar. of Potat.

1 Bar of Bran

1 Bar. of Malt

1 Bar. of Wheat|
1 Bar. of Barley
and Bere
1 Bar. of Oats

1 Bar. of Malt
40 Gal. of Bere
=1 Bar.
1 Bush. =40Qrts.
1 Barrel of Lime
=46 quarts.

75t.21b. =1 bush,

of Potatoes
1 Bar. of Potatoe
is 28 St. 8ib,

L4

1Bush. =40 grts.
4 Bush.=1 Bar.
of Wheat

of Rye
6 Bush.=1 Bar.

of Barley & QOaty

1 Boll=12 Bush.
1 English Perch
=16% feet
1Scotch=183ft.
1 Irish Perch=
21 feet.

and Barley |

5 Bush.=1 Bar. by

Weights and Measures dif-
fer in almost every place
in-the same County.

Very various.

In the cltly: of Londonderry,

Oats and Petatoes are sold by
stone, but in the country parts
the bushel. Barley is sold
either by the stone or bushel,
It bas been usual to heap the
measure, which has occasioned
the construation of a measure
called a full, which contains 2
bushels, and so contracted as
to admit of a very small heap.
As to long measures, English
and Irish miles; and English,
Irish, and Scotch acres.
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Divisions. Places. Authorities. Weights. Measures. Observations.
Tyrone M-<Evoy’s Sur- {6 Stone of 14b. -
vey of Tyrone, avoird. =1 Meas. of Oats thn is commonlﬁcaold by
p. 207. 3 Meas. 1 Bar. ;': t in the publ ““l"dketr
7 Stone=|1 Meas. of Barley| Dot Do "&ﬁ"m"mm
3 Meas. 1 Bar. | Barley is seldom sold at the
12 Stone=|l Bar.of Malt | public market. Private dis-
N Cwt. of Flour tillers buy great guantities of
=112ib. it by contract and by sample.
10lb. =|1 Peck of Oatm. |A Measure of Potatoes wei
long o mor e e 02
. 120lb.= ;g gﬁ'f__floﬁff' mark may hold good for Oats.
of Meal '
3 St.of potatoes =|1 Measure, when{Hides and Tallow are some-
heaped, which is| times sold by the short Cwt.
usual, the mea- of 1121b., and also by the long
st | o . St S
9 St. the stone and the Ib,
40 St. of Pota-
toes={1 Barrel, from
60 Lo 70 Gals. of]
18 oz.=1 Ib. of | flax seed to the
fresh Butter Hogshead
Salt Butter 160z.
=11b.
1 St. of Wool
=16 Ib.
LEINSTER. :
Carlow | Carlow - |Rob. Fishborne} 11b.=16 oz.
14 lb.=1 St.
20 St. =1 Bar. of Wheat|
o 16 St.={1 Bar. of Bere &
Barley *
14 St.=|1 Bar. of Oats
Dublin | Dublin - |IsaacWeld, jun. 20 St.=|1 Bar. of Wheat|Hay, garden, and flax seed
16 St.=|1 Bar. of Barley| sown by the bushel.
14 St.=|1 Bar of Oats  [The common lawful Eng-
20 St.=]|1 Bar. of Potatoes lish weights, and the
- S Bar.=1 Ton of] Winchester bushel.
Coals
1 Kish of Turf,
4] feet by 2& 3
feet deep
Perch 21 feet in
length, & 8 feet
! in width
Baronyof | George Evans 5 St.=|1 Bushel of
Fingal Wheat
4 St.=|1 Bush. of Bar-
ley
34 St.={1 Bush. of Oats
5 St.=|1 Bush. of Po-
tatoes
4 St.=]1 Bushel of
Vetches




e ——————
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' Divisions. Places. Authorities. Weights. Measures. Obeervations.
LEINSTER.
- - Dublin Archer’s Survey | - - - - - - fAll weights ﬁa:d meunlnr:; g
of Dublin, p.237. 1 Bar. of Roach | are under contro
% Lime by the Irish| m‘r&“’ xd standards
statute is 40 gal.| 4, h?l\up r.’
, of 2178, cubic 151b to the stone.
K , Rob. § inches e sam s those o
ilkenny fnear Kilkenny . St. George] - - - - - - same &8 retarned
v Fn Kilkenny ¥ Dublin.
- | Mr. Robertson {18 oz,=1 Ib. of | The wine mea- [The same in other respects as
fresh Butter sure heaped for [Dublin, .
dry articles, ex-
k& t for Culm &
ime, and for
these the Win-
Ti S h éltl‘t;ter
he’s Survey | 21 Stone to the[Bar. of Potatoes |20 St. is the legal measure, bat
Klll:em:y,y IP“ Pg 8t. is anoveslfor dirt,
King’s Coun b, near| R. H. Ste ney | 24 and some-
"8 un'I':ru?ﬁmore p y times 32 St.=|1 Bar.of Potatoeﬂ
Lime at the kil
' Gal.=1 Bar.
Kildare Kilkae | Jobn Green - | Usual weights Jand measures, ex-
' cept Bran
' 6 St. of Bran=|1 Barrel
Lo Loutg Collon [Rev.Dr. Beaufort! USu:lute weigh ng measures
ngfor M.gewonh- R. L. Edgeworth|Usual grain wgtsJand measures
. g own & g 16 Pecks=1 Bar.
10 Quarts and
g 1 Pint=1 Peck
Meath Thomson’s Sur- 21 St.and in some|
vey of Meath, [places 25St.totheBar. of Potatoes 'l‘he ﬁut diversi "3 of weigh
wt. at Kells
=130lb, M mm :ll:: same det
tNavan=112lb. %imm in different
! our Cwt. of it, are productive of i
=112Ib. trouble and perplexity,

places 1121b. tof
the Cwt. in o-
thers 120ib.
Causes Town | Matt. Grainger | - - - [Statute Barrel of]
Lime is 40 Gal.
hich Mr.G. says|
is seldom m
use of, 32 Gal.
ing constam.ly
. given.
Wonnty Abbeleix - | Vist. De Vesci |Statutery weightsland measures
Westmeath [ParkenhamhallfEarl of Longford#Usual Stat. wgts.Jand measures
Wexford | Enniscorthy [Rev. R. Ratcliffe]  Usual
Wicklow | near Arklow-}] Mr. Graham Usual
o
' Volao ll- 2 D e
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Divisions. Places. Authorities. Weights. Measures. Observations.
MU STER.
N Clare Dutton’s Survey | © Usual weightsland measures : Hmvg in some e-u carn is
of Clare p.853. [16lb.=1 Stone
Potatoes in sum- u metly d le the Mﬁt:
mer ' welghu ‘are of stones of va-
18lb.=1 Stone o rious sises ; oeeel of iron, or
tatoes inwinte lead, or mutRated weights.
7 8t. of Oats==]A Skibbal
27 Inches= a
Bandle
Barony of [Thomias Maronyl5 St. of Wheat= l Bushel
Ibrikane 1 Bar.=S8 Bush.
4 St. of Barley= l Bushel
' Bar.=8 Bush.
3 St. of Malt= l Bushel
1 Bar.=8 Bush.
8% St. of Oats={1 Bushel
1 Bar.=$8 Bush.
12st.of potatoes=|1 Bushel
1 Bar.=8 Bush.
Cork . Rich. Aldworth [8 St. to the Cwt.
1121b. to the cwt.
Castle Martyr{Earl of Shannon“’ Usual weightsland measures  {The English a¢re used th
Townsend's Sur- 12 St.=[1 Kilderkin ll the southern parts of
of Cork, p. 242. Kild =1Bar. [0 | o retailedin mar-
. of Barley | xet,are sold by a measure call-
11 §t.=|1 Kilderkin ed a weight, generally con-
3 Kild.=1 Bar. | taining ¢tha,
Kerry |Carneine, nearfRich. T. Herbert of Oats
. Killarny Usual weightsland measures
Limerick X;uﬁ' gh:ﬂ; Cged 1121b. to the cwt.
are | Hon uin, | Statute weightsland measures ; {but much in
CONNAGET M. P. ghtsan: ' plmh'“z:.:dm v::'}‘h&::#'f
ay- r . nient, uire to
alway-| Woodlawn | Lord Ashtown Statute weights and measures l:fted’in all the soath and west
Leitrim Rob. Davis, pro-| 24 St. of Oats=|1 Sack
. cured by Owen " |10 Quarts of meal
Wynne, Esq. =1 Peck
1 Cwt.=|1Peck of potatoes
- M<Parlan’s Sur- 10 Cwt.=|1 Bar. of potatogs
g vey of Leitrim,
Roocolg::ly‘:) }’;vestpoﬂ p- 109 ' lGrain &c. isaitsold b
Do) astlegar | Mr, Mahon Usual weightsjand measures rain &c. isallsold by avoirda-
Sligo | Hazelwood | Ross Mshon |[1lb. to the owt, B b e comm |
Owen, Wynne. {1201b. to the cwt. the number of stones to the
Partan’s S c ofi, meal 1 Peck ::nel ':nﬂ:.’m b:;hnt is avoir-
‘Parian’s Sur- |2 Cwt.Potatoes=|1 Pe pois Grain is
veyofSligo p. 1131 10Ib. Oatmeal =|1 Peck bought by the cwt.
24 St. of Oats=|1 Sack
" [14St.of Barley={1 Barrel

1




PRICES, 203
CHAPTER XVIIL
PRICES in 1779, extracted from Mr. Arthur Young's Irish Tour.
. & d. . s & . o d.
- - -'guo A Goose - . -£o 0 8} || Bacos, per Fiitch - -%‘150
ora.u.&uhguAm. A Bured - - 0 0 9 HHlard,perCwt. - .1 0O
Grazing a Cow - 1 11 3 || Wool, on the av ,ﬁgn Bread, perCwt. - . 0 10 O
Potatoes, perBarrel . 0 ¢ 9 mivﬂhla o Hogo,each -. - -0 15 0
Eebonn e Tl 2 2 8 €l v oo of Boet por. > || Parslse por Hophead 3 19 3
e ce 0 r

ot 2T M 0 0 8yl Cwtoor o Undressed Pax, perCwt. 2 8 9

Labour, year round -0 06 44 Cwt. upon an Average, Undressed Hemp - - 1 132

Copenter - . . 0 1 9 from1756t0 1776 - - 0 16 O || Earnings of Weavers of Fine

Masom - - - .0 19 |1BIM,WCWL‘0|I&IAVO- Linen, perdiem - - 0 1 5
Thatcher « = <0 183 , flom1764t0 1777 - 2 5 6 ([ Ceamselinen - - - 0 1 0
Beef, perlb. - -« . 0 0 3 'lm,petcwt.m-" 2.6 (L Women - -0 039
! Mu - == = -0 0 2){tCandles - - . - 8 10 O | Herrings,perBatrel - 0 15 0
| Val - - .- .0 o0 3jl Po Barret - - 2 6 6 || Cod, per -.-014 0
Pork - - - .0 o Ox Hides of 1121bs. fram the Hake, perCwt. - - 0 15 O
Butter - - - -0 05 ear 1756 to 1776 - -1 51 Sdm::',‘lpet'!'ol . -13 00
AChickm - . -0 0 2 MMu -~ = 1 13 4 ]| Mac ,perBard - 1 0 0
Ame’ - - « 0 010 . .

PRICES in January

»~

and February 1789, from a Paper inserted in the Aunals
of Agriculture, vol." xii. p. 268.

ARTICLES. .CORK, LIMERICK. - WATERFORD. KILKENNY. AVERAGE.
£ o d.| £ o d, £s d Lo & Lo o0 d.
Wheat, per -{1 3 0 |perStone 0 1 O} |perBarrel 1 3 O |perBarrel 018 9 | perBawel 1 0 104
Oats, per <{017 O |perStone 0 0 7 - . - =« |perBarelo 9 9 - = 013 4§
Oldditto - - - =|]1 0 0 | - - P B I e <« - 100
Malt tothe Country {2 6 9 | - - LRI T « < |perBarelOo14 0 | - - 014 O
Batley - - - - - 1 2 0 |perStove 0 0 6}| - - e« - |perBmrel010 6 | - - 016 3
Potatoes, per Weight| 0 0 23] - - - o] - - N -~ < | perWeighto 0 23
Oatmeal, perCwt.-|0 2 6 | - - 09 6 [ - - - «}- <« 0100} - 090
Hly,pam --/2 26| - - - - - - - - - e - . - - 286
Be;{,' toG.C\:t. ool - . e o . . - -] . - - =~ 0190
Cows, 4;to6Cwt. |018 0 | - - - - - - - e - . - < f- - 0180
‘104} - «1017 O - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 017 O
—_— ---|lot6 0 |- - « -} - - P - -f- - 0160
SmallBeef - - -]011 0 | % - - -] - A - .- - 0611 0
Pork, perCwt. - -J016 0 } - - 012 9| - . o017 0| - . 110} - - .01710
Fresh Butter,perlb. |0 0 8 | - - 0 0 54 - - 00 74| - - - -1 - - <1> o7
es - - - - - 118 9 | - - Y T - o] - - 18 9
Smallditto - - -|{114 0 - - - . - - - - - . - . - < 114 0
Wool, perStone -|017 6 - - 017 9 - - - ~«!- « 0180} - - 017 9
'l‘lllow,glerDitto -]o 5 43| - - 0 5 4 |perCwt. 215 0 |perCwt. 210 0 |perCwt. 313 6
Bu!tetén tllBoumh} ool . 1wl - S R
perCot. - - (| ° . _
D"‘c""‘“f';“e;‘g;t"‘ - - - 1wol- - 280f[. . 286}|- - 346
, per Barrel <| - - .. . 180 | - - S - < - 1380
Potatoes, perStone | - - - - 00 2| - - - . -« - 0O0Sg8)- - o00c¢
Beef, perlb. - -| - - .- -"o0o02fl- - 00=2|- . - 0028 - - 00 23
Mntto;‘ .- . ';'e- - - - - ,00 24| - - ©003}4|- - 00O03H|- - o003
‘mon‘t p - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
F‘igbl-l’ouu,&b.' . 00s 00 2
Whpl:h“en ols, } .. .. .. - - o09%8{; - o080 - - 0 210
SwamseaGoal,pevDo.] - - - - - - - - 0238 - - 0838 - - 0 2 8
sﬂﬁr’;lhml--- - - - -l - - - <4{- - o086|- - 02386
e our, pé&r | | . . e e - - « - 017 0| - - 0170
Stene - - -
m%i;::---_ - - 1- - S - «]- - 0146 |- - 014 6
cot per .. .. I B I ..
Barer - L } 02 4 02 4
2De



PRICES FROM 1790 TO 1802 INCLUSIVE.

Taken from the undermentioned County-Surveys.
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PRICES FROM 1790 TO 1802 INCLUSIVE. 205

ARTICLES, Pricesin | Cavan, Down, | Dublin, .| Donegal, | London- | Meath, {Monaghan,| Killarney,
Kilkenny, derry, Average.
(continued. ) 1790, 18082. 1802. 1801, 1803. 1800. 180¢. 1808, 1800.
!
Lo 8 d | £.8 d]| £.8 d] £.0 d]| £.0. d]| £.8 d| £.0 4 .f,'.a.d..t‘.l.d.‘lbf,‘.c.d.
03 3] - -1 - -] - -1 - -] - - f - N - 10 8 9lijlo 3 9
333- -1 - -1 - -1 - -] - -1 - -1 - - 0401‘040
g 0} - -1 - -1 - -1 - -1 - -1 - S -lo 2 8tflo 2 8
wool- |2 Iy 1T oot Tlsoolseo o
17 0 o} - -1 - -1 - -1 - <] - -] - - f - - 00 jIs2 0 0
0 010] - - - - - - - - Ib.
00 63| - -1 - -j0o 11 o 11
o4 9| - - o1 i} - -1 - -1 - - - R - - -
' Ib, . Stone. '
. - -1 - -1 - -1 - - ]0 1 28} - -]0o 8 0 jo1010 o010 1
- -1- -1 - -1 - -1 - -joo 7| - -1 - -1 - . - -
0 038j}o o010 ] - -1 - -] - -] - -1 - -]0 010 o 1 4 (0o 10
03 2lo19]- -1 - -1 - -~ - -] - - 1016|038 9 jjos 4
1 50}j110 0] - -1 - -1 - |- -J117 7 |110 0 |5 8 3 ]2 1 5!
per cwt. ) per Stone.
012 0J{019 0 |]Oo 5 6 - -1 - -10 3111016 6 |1 101|200 11 4 1!
. per cwt, .
v 8o0] - -]0 5 6| - -1 - -]10 31012 5 | - - ]112 0 [J1 2 o
013 of - -1 - . |- -] - -1 - -1 - -1 - -2 0oo0fl2o00
013 o - -1 - -1 - -] - -1 - -11 56| - -1 - -1 5 6.
o9 of - -] - -1 - -1 - -] - -1- - - - jJ111 0 {111 0
9 0| - -1 - -] - -] - -1 - - - -l1 50§11 50
- -lo1 2| - -1 - -1 - -1 - -1 - -joo10 | . 010
- -]o o0 | - -1 - -l - - osai- -'oosi - -flo 10
- - lo o 2} - -l - -1 - - lo 1 13 - - ]Joo 2f} - - 10 o 6}
Stone. Cwt, For 101b.
. -]o12 0o | - -]0 8 6 |o10 0 |0 3 2 |01 6 | - -1 - - - -
- - |51 8 - - - - - - - - 18831550 . - 4 50
Ib.
- - |2 26|27 6|00 43] - - |28 9] - -1 - -1 - -fls & 7
Cwt, Cwt.
< -~|oso|os8 6|3160]- - |212 6 | - - - N - llo & 3
- -]o 46| - -1 - -] - -1 - -1 - -1 - -] . - o 4 6
- -1 - - ]o 1 74} - -1 - - - -1 - -0 - -1 - - llo 1 7}
- -] - -0 15| - -1 - -1 - -] - - | - <l -0 15
- - - = o 1 11} - - - - - - - - - - - - 1o 1 1!
- -] - -Joos¥- |- <Joous|- |- .]. 00s
- - | - -1 - - lo16 6 | - -1 - - jo18 o | - -1 - - ffto1z s
* b, Cwt,
- -1 - -1 - -lo s 8| - - o 1 8%} - - ]0o 120 | - - |to 3 3
- -1 - -1 - -]05 2| . -lo 5 0| - -] - - - -flo 5 1
B, - - - - -loo g ] - -jJo oo | - -1 - -1 - - |lo o 2
- - | - - . - |00 5 | - -0 00 | - -1 - B -1{lo 0o 5
. I -1 - -|lo66 |- - - < - - | - - - -llo 6 6
- - | - I -jo1o0}| - - - - | - -l - - - -Jfo 10
. -] - - - - - -1 - -{5 50| - -1 - - - -l§5 5 0
- -l - -1 - -1 - -1 - - lo.0 24| - -l - -1 - - flo o et
N I P I N P I Y R Y R




RATES OF EXCHANGE, PREMIUM ON GUINEAS, &c. .

~

Tae RATES of EXCHA N G E, DusLIN on Loxpo, and the PREMIUM on GUINEAS in Dusrin
during the follovnng Periods, as returned to Parliament by THOS. F. FRANK.

206

s

'

( 1799, 1800, 1801. 1808, 1808. 1804.
Guineas, | Bills. eas.| Bills, ineas.| Bills. {|Guineas.| Bills. ||Guineas.| Bills. }{Guineas.| Bills.
5'? - 3 93 23 12} 2 12 24 12 s, 113 94 16
‘ebryary } 91 33 | 10} 23 | 113 3 11 3 s 12 10 17 "*J
- 1 93 2 114 e} | 184 3 11 83 | 12} 9 16} at
April - 1} 9 2 104 s 183 3! 124 41 | 13 - 216}
sy - 1y | 104 24 | 10} 31 | 14} s 113 4 13} - -
June - 1} 10} 2 97 i 34 183 23 11} 43 13} - -
aly - 3 103 14 93 4 |14 s 11§ 6 144 - -
August - 24 104 13 10} ry 13 " 3 us 8 164 - —_
tember | 27 | 10} 13 10} s 124 3. 10 8 14§ - -
October - 3 11 3 9 21 11} 2 10 7} 14 - -
ovember 23 | 113 13 94 (' 2% 11 e! 10 9 154 - -
ecember 23 | 13} 13 94 24 | 104 g ) 103 | o 164 - -
m ‘ ﬂ

STATEMENT of the SALE of GUIN EA S, as farnished by Mr. GRAINGER, of Navan, who procured it

from a Money Dealer in Dublim,

1805.—The beginning of this year, 13yd. ; towards the end, 114,
1806.—All this year pretty stationary, 11d.
1807.~Fell at the beginning of this year to 4d. ; fluctuated all the year from 4d. to 5d.

1808.—This year began at 5d. ; to June 6d.; to July 7d. ; all the remainder from 84 to 9d. and 104.

' 1809.—Fell at the beginning of this year to 8d. ; continning gradaally to decrease to the end, 4d.
1810.—January 44. ; February 7d.; March 74.; April and May 5d.; June and July 44.; rising to the end, 8d.
1811.—January 8d.; Fabroary 11d. ; March 1s. to 2s.; April 2s. 3d. to 4s.; May 3s. to 3s. 9d.; June 3s. 9d.; July 3s, 9.

to 3s.; August 3¢, to 4¢, 64.; October 4. to 5s ; November 5s. to 5s. 8¢; December 53, 64. to the ead.

1812.—January 8s. 6d, to 4s. 9d,; February 4s, 94, to 4s. 6d.

RATES of GUINEA S from December 1803 to March 1819, per THOMAS D. ATKINSON, Dame-Street, Dublin.

[\Tm Dec.

1804 Jam,
Mar.

Aori

My
June
July

PRROAONNANRNATDODO O DD

L

o -

l -
-]

CO0COOCOOOCOOCOOOoOO0Y
a
°

1804 Dec. 17|

3% to 4 %
S - 4 —
3 - & -
8} — 4} -
ii-—- 41-——
3 — 3 —
4 — 84 —
4 —- 3*—-
3} — 2} —
4 — 2} —
5 — 8 —
6° — 2} —
5 — 2} —
4} — ? —
4 — 24 —
4 — to D
4} — 24 —
5 — 3 —
4 — 3 —

1811 Mar, 11| 5
21| 6

- Aprit 1|9
510

10/10
23114}
17/85
15
18
20
22
25
25
20
15
15
15

May -
June
July
Aug.
Sept.
Oct.
Nov.

to
—
—
—
—
—
——
—
—
—
—

Dec.
1812 Jan.
Feb.
Mar. 2

2
2

14
o
(4
(1]
o
15
14
[}
0

2
5
0
o
22

— 18
— 16
— 16

March 1st. 1812.—On Belfast *Change, last week, 34,800 Guineas, the property of a gentleman lately deceased, were offered for sale



PRICES OF VARIOUS ARTICLES AT LIMERICK, CORK, &c.

»
——
——

PRICES of HIDES and TALLOW since 1800, at Limerick, furnished by Mr. Jauzs Paxves.

Ox Hides 40s. to 46s. per cwt.—Cow ditto 30s. to 40s.—per cwt.—Tallow in general about 8s.8d. per stone of 16lbs. ;
it was one year as low as 6s. 6d. and when the Importation of Foreign was stopped, it went as high as 14s.

PRICES of OX and COW HIDES, ROUGH TALLOW, and GRAIN at Cork, procured by Mr. Tromas Nwennan;
the Price of Hides furnished that Gentleman by Mr. Hacker Tanner; of Tallow, by Mr. Hawsss, tallow-chandler 3
and of Corn, by Mr. Goop, corn-merchant, 30th October, 1811.

t 1801.} 1802.| 1808.| 1804.{1805.| 1806.| 1807.| 1508.| 1809.| 1810.|1811.
8. 8. 8. 8. 8 8. 8, s, 8. 8. 8.

Ox Hides .. 53| 53| 53| 33| 53] 58| 41| 55| 56| 46 per Cwt.
Cow Hides . . 42| 36| 54| 56| 50| 46| 34| 32| 34| 36 -
’Rough Tallow . . {9.6./9s. 6d.49s.6d. 95.6d.9s.6dﬂ£h.6d.19:.6d. 13| 12 [9s.3d] 8 | per stone of 16ibe.
Wheat . . . . . 36) 40| 86| 36| 34} 34| 38| 86| 88| ‘37| 44 |perbarrel of 20 stone,
Barley . . 42| a2| 41| 40| 38| 30| 42| 44| 44| 44| 20| — 36 —
foats . . . 26| 29| 28| 28| 27] 27| 27| 36| 86| 35| 34| — 33 —

Mr. Pexrose Neviss, 3d October, 1811.

PRICES of PORK, BEEF, BUTTER, HIDES, and TALLOW, since 1800, at Waterford, furnished by

| 1800. - 1501. 1802. 1803. 1804. 1505.
s. 8. 8. 8. LS 8. 8. 8. s 8. 8. $.
ork . . . 36 a 44 60a 7 37 a 51 85 a 45 3la 45 81 a 36 per cwt,
f ... 35 35 40
tter . 110 a 125 68 a 110 80 a 100 95 a 110 80 a 100 80 a 96 —
id }Cow 50 a 54 48 a 53 38 a 44 45 a 50 37 a 40 50 a 54 —
® §Ox |60 a 68 | 55a 65 | 58a 62 | 60a 65 | 60a 65 | 60a 68 —
Tallow . . 8&9d.a95.%.i9&2d.a105.6d.95.7d. a 9s. 64 9s. 94. a. 10s. [ 10s. 4d. @ 10s.{ 10s. a 8s.6d. |pr. st. of 141bs.
Centinued, .
i 18086. 1807. 1808. 1809. 1810. 1811.
| 8. 8. 8, 8. 8. 8. 8. 8. 8. 8. 8. - 8.
Pork . 38 a 45 36 a 44 85a 42 3 a 50 44 a 50 : per cwt.
Beef . . 33 80 . 87 38 36 38
Botter . . 75 a 110 90 a 120 | 110 a 120 95 a 110 90 a 112 | 105 a 140 —
Hides 2C0% | 502 56 | 40a 45 | 36a 42 | 40a 45 | 40a 46 —
ides 3o | 60'a 66 | 50a 54 | 50a 54 | 55a 68 | 54a 60 —
Tallow . . | 75.6d.28s. (7.3d.2a9s.2d] 8a 14 |lls4d.all.| 10a 10 per st. of 141b.
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ANTRIM, ANTRIM.

Returned | Returned Returned | Rethrned

TABLE of PRICES [by Rev, W.[by J. Wat. | Refumed A TABLE of PRICES [by Rev. W) by J. Wa Returned

’ Gooch, |son, Brook- h verage, || ) . , son - h
in 1811. | Temple- | hill, nesr :‘:‘x}wyi’ in 1811.~condinued. Temple- hifl, near m
Patrick, [Lisburn, 21 31811&” : - FP. Lisburn, s, o )
Feb. 1811.| Feb. 1811, : b. 18!1. Feb. 1811, *
£. 8 d. R

£ 8 d.| per Day. | £.8 d.|| £ 8 d. Lo d| £.0 d]| L.0. d| £.8 d.

* Man the yearround [20 0 0| 0 1 01910 6 19 15 3 || Hats, Woollen - -} 0 5 5| 0 5 0| 0 5 5 0 &5 3

"Womn-doé.----- 009, 007| 003 B—-Beaver--l!9 1 5§50l 110 ;21;

Carpenterperday -| 0 2 8j)] 0 2 8 0 2 7| 0 2 8{°Brogues, perpair -{ 0 5 51 0 9 0} 0 5 & 6

an-p:o.--083’030i027 0 ¢ 113 Shoes - do. -1 0 8 8) 010 0| O 8 4 09 0

- do. - -| - - - 0 30| 0 3 0f 0 3 of°Leather,perib. -} 0 8 94 - - - 02 2 036ﬁ

errymndo. -{ 0 88| 018/ 01 4} 0 21 Salt,perntone -1 0011{0 1 0] 01 2 o010

per Boll. | per Day. | per Day. des,each - -| 0 7 0] 0 5 5) Ib.6 44 0 6 3
Thresher do. - -| 0 1 3| 0 1 0| 0 1 0 010 Sovelldo.- -1 08 410 2 0} 0 010 0 28
of 21 Feet, SwedishIron,p'cwt. | ¢ 5 0] 1 6 0] 1 8 6)f 1 6 6

¢Mason,perperch -{ 0 2 4| 0 ¢ 6|/ 0 4 6/ 0 3 1 Russian do. do. -| - - - None. oy -

° Slater, persquare -| 0 66| 0 7 0| 0 8 94 0 7 5 : per Ib,

Bricklayer,per perch] 0 1 3| 0 ¢ 6| None. 0 1 10} Flax,undressed,p’cwt.,{ 6 0 0) 8 ¢ 0| 0 1 1§ 7 38 O

Carand Horseperday| 0 3 951 0 8 8y 0 2 8) 0 3 O per Ib,

ASaddle-hone do. - - - 0 5 5| None. 0 5 5| Woolyperstone - - 016 0| 1 6 8| 0 1111 1 21 4
A Plough - $1i1 4} 0 8 1} None, 099 1Iud&ri?:nfm

per Aun, you to bliv, | 0 6 6] 0 5 0 0 7 Y} - - -

'Gnll:Covperweek - . - 0 3 0] 816 94| 0 3 0 percwt. - - -

DittoaHorse do. - | 04 6| 0 4 6| 8319 7| 0 4 6 Fowls,perconple -l o018/ 02%0] 0111 018

{¢Blacksmithworkp’lb., 0 0 7| o0 8| 0 0 8| 0 0 7}l Turkeys,perhead -|{ 0 3 3| O ¢ 8j) 0 2 84 O 310

Ditto - perday -| 0 3 4| 0 3 0| None, 0 2 8 - do.- - 0O 22| 080} 01 1§§019

Price of Ironprstonel 0 8 2| o 3 0f 0 3 6| 0 3 2 per Cwt. | per Cwt.

Fencmgperpereh- 0 20| 01 3|0 211|f 0 2 0} Wheat - - -{ - - - 016 0| 014 9 015 4

kish - -1 05 8| 05 5] 01 6§]] 0 4 2§ per Cwt. | per Cwt.

‘Sel-, barrel | 0 5 0| 0 7 6| None. 0 6 2||Barley - - -{ - - - 09 0] 038 8ffl 0 810

Kilkenny , ewt.| - - - - .. do. 000 per Cwt. | per Boll,

: per Ton. | per Ton. Oas - <« ] ---1090] 07 60090

Culm, per barrel - - - 0 8 6|/ 05 5( 0 611 per Cwt, |per Bushel

Furse, per thousand | - - - - - - None, - = = || Malt - - -l 250} 1150] 03 200

Heath, faggot - | - - - - - . do, - - . perlb, |3id. 10 os.| 2lb. S ox.

Charcoal per barrel, Wheaten Bread -| 0 0 2,/ 0 010 0 o100l 0 0 3
which isnecessary d . . . || Four, 1sts. percwt. | 112 0] 116 0| 114 Off 114 O
tohghtdnStone SR B 0. gods, do. -| 110 o) 114 0| 112 Off 112 ©
Coal - -—3I'ds.do.- 1 8 0] 110 0| 110 © 19 6

‘Olk-pel'foot- 05 0|05 0| 038 6 0 4 6 |FOat-meal - -] 017 6} 017 6] 016 O 0 16 10

Ash do. - -0 8$ 0] 03 6| 03 6| 0 8 4| Labour in Harvest

- e = e - . . 0 4 8 0 4 8 ofHayandCorn“Ois 01310135 01 4

% Bricks,perthousand | 3 0 0| 1 5 0| 1 2 9 11511 per day

Lime,perbarrel -| 0 1 6/ 0 1 5| 0 1 1 014Duyllbonrof0hudren--- 0 08| 00 4§ 006

Plough Timber - -| 011 4§ - - - | 017 410144 Irish.

A\Cumo:mted -] 616 6| 7 00 pir(’hv:i 6 6 8 M:::Q_Gnsf,per o7 7| o0 s| o5 1g] o5 s

Bran, per barrel - | - - 08 0| 08 6J] 08 S| Deal,White - -} 0 8 0| 0 8 1| 0 8 5|l 0 3 ¢

per Bushel. Deal', Bed - -j 0 38 o|] 03 5| None 0 3 3§

! Potatoes,perstone - | 0 0 4| 0 0 4| 0 011}l 0 0 4 per hund.

per ib. per b, Hoops, - - - - - - - 0 5 4} 0 5 4

Bautter, m:‘: percwt.| 6 0 0| 0 1 1§ O 1 O}f 6 0 0 Ouen,perlmndred - - - 00 8| 0 110}}] 0 13
perlb. { 0 1 0| 0 1 2| 0 0 94 O O 113 Rabbits, percouple | 0 110} 0 0310| 0 0 8] 0 1 1

Hly, ton - -| 3 0 0| 4 00| 210 0 3 3 4|| Milkk -perquart -| 0 0 2| O 0 2| 0 0 1 0 0 1
ey,pergallon | 010 0of 0 9 0| 0 710 o 8 11} But"milk,d°insumm’| 0 0 0§ 0 0 04 0 0 ozf 0 0 O
Ale, perquart - -| 0 0 4| 0 0 4] 0 0 51 0 0 D° - deinwinterf 0 0 OYf - - - Noue, 0 0 0
per quart. per dos. Salted Eehater cwt. | 015 - - - None. 015 0

Pomr,pu lon- 00 5| 0 8 0] 04 4] 0 110]/| Fish,SaltHake do. § - - - | - - - | None, - - -

= Beef, per 1 -1 00 6/ 00 6/ 0 0 4}f 0 O -—Rushhngdo. - . . - . - Noue. - - -

Mutton - - -| 0 0 7| 00 7| 0 0 5)f 00 ~—— Dungarvondo, { - - - .« - - Noue, - - -

;ull‘---ooa 00 7) 0o035foo —%alt do.f -« -} -a-|ce-f---
or' - - -1 0051 00 5] 0 0 4 00 ——— Herrin, r

Lambs, perscore - | - - |16 0 01315 oMl 14 17 hondrea 5 P3| 010 0 06010504076

do. - -| 0 09| 0010} 00 4| 00 Oak Bark,perton - {17 0 0| - - - |20 0 Oj{1810 ©
perlb. - -| 0 0 9| 0 0 63 0 0 6 o0 Oats - peracre|10 0 0| 616 6| - - - 8 83

Bacon - do. - -) 0 0 8({ 0 0 9] 0 010 o0 Mudow-do.-.'soo 500 - - - 500

ShoeingaHorse -| 0 3 0| 0 3 8| 0 3 4| 0 8 Potatoeland do. | $ 0 0| 810 O - - - 515 0

Frieze, peryard -| 0 8 3| 0 2 20 1 8 o 2 Flax, perrood -| 410 0 6 0 0| - - - 550

Lingey do. - -/ 018/, 018|011} 01 ’
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OBSERVATIONS ON PRICES IN ANTRIM.

Note References
to p. 208,

* Mr. Gooch observes, that in the district about Templepatrick, few reductions for loss of - time
take place; half the year labour is Bs. péer week, and the other half 9., in-all £20. 2s. per anoum.
From this he deducts £2. 2. for loss of time.

The gentleman who returns from Ballintoy states, that a labouring man has by the year from ten
guinexs to twenty pounds, with a house, and grass for his cow summer and winter.’

* Women, in harvest, are paid the same per day as men, being elteemedas good reapers.— Temple-
patrick.

Women in' this neighbourhood are not hired for agricultural work by the year. When employed in

. common work they get from Od. to 8d. perday. In the bog and in harvest 13d.— Ballintoy.

¢ Mr. Gooch obsesves that this price, (3s. 34.) is paid when blowing is necessary, which is a work
of skill and danger.

2 Mason work, by the perch of 21 feet, from 3. to 6s., but when the Building rises above one
story, 9¢. In this valuation the builder farnishes all materials and sttendance.— Ballintoy.

¢ Mr. Watson observes the price varies according to the quality of the slates.

* Mr. Gooch observes, that the summer’s grazing of a cow is £3. 5s. 3d. At Ballintoy the grazing
of a cow from May to November is from 34¢. 1:d. to three guineas, and the half of that sum for the
winter. Themngoh-heepthereuﬁonh.od. to 11s. 4id.

¢ Blacksmiths’ work generally 8d. per 1b. when steel is used in the work, or screw mails; all the
articles which accompeny these are weighed together, and 10d. per Ib. is paid. The hangings of a
gate for the same.—~ Ballinioy.

* No sea coal at Ballintoy, being in the neighbourhood of Bally Castle colliery, where at the pit,
coals are sold for 10s. 10d. pet toh of 8 barrels. Culm, half of that price.

! Qak.—Gireen, at 3s. 6d. per square foot, and it must be drawn from a distance of upwards of 30
miles. Scquare timber, 4s. 4d.— Ballintoy.

* Mr. Gooch reports, that the high price of bricks arises from including the carriage for 10 miles,
which cost 18s. 115d. pet 1,000. At Ballintoy the price is stated as paid at Ballycastle, four miles
distant.

1 Potatoes from 10d. to 1s. 1d. per bushel, weighing from 60 to 70 Ib.— Ballintoy.

= Mr. Gooch obeerves, that the prices of meat, stated by him, apply to such as is used by the middle
orders. The best prices, such as appear at gentlemen’s tables, are 3d. and 4d. and often 6d. per pound
thore.

* Brogues from 33 4d. to 3. 92d.—Double brogues, 5s. 5d. per pair.— Ballintoy.
* Leather:—Calf skin, 3s. per Ib. ; neat, 2s. 10d. perIb. ; but, 1s. 84. to 2s. 2d. per Ib. ; ben, 2s. Qd
perlb.  Women’s leather shods, 5s. 54.; finer sort, 6s. 6d.— Ballintoy.

Mr. Watson states, leather for soles at from Is: Bd to 2. 84. per.Ib, andupper leather from ¢s. 10d.

to 3s. 6d.

* Spades, at Tenpkpctnck, home-made.

* Land carriage from Ballintoy to Dublin, 7s. 7d. per cwt.; to BelfastSs 8d.; of a pipe of wine
from Belfast to Ballintoy from S4s. 11d. to 45s. 6d. accordmgtothemsonoftheyear,

* Qatmeal 1Gs. per cwt. of 120ib.~ Ballintoy.

Vor. H. 2E
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ARMAGH.| CAVAN. DONEGAL. ARMAGH. QAVAN. DONEGAL.
Retn Returned Retnraed | Returned Returned
TABLE of PRICES lgeg‘::r: by'l'h:::s Returned byl\r;:. TABLE of PRICES by George | by Thomas Rle’tuﬁned llq)y ﬁ!_r.
Ensor, [Armstrol by Mr. Nesbitt, . Easor, |Armstrong,| byMr. esbitt,
in1811. Avires, [Templepace] 0'Donnell,| Woodhili, || 10 1811—continued. || 4 C3h - |p o iepors| O'Donnell| Woodill
Feb. 1811. | Aug. 1811.| Oct. 1811, | June 1311, ‘Feb.1811. | Aug. 1811, [ Oct. 1811. | June 1811,
L. s d| £ s d| £ s d | £ s d X L8 d | £ 8 d]| L. s d}] L. s d
sMantheyearround | 7 0 0| 616 6| 9 2 0| 8 0 O Linsey-do. - -|| 0 1 8 ggg. ggig g:g
pe SR R AR R IR - B RF R ER R RF IR RS
antel‘-pezgﬂ{ : 0 5 8| 0 2 24 0 26| 0 3 3 Brogues,p;rpair - 05 0 glg g g ; 3 g g 17)
- do. - - 0 B 0 38 3| 0 3 || Shoes - do. - -|f O 8 8 :
ghw-mang:.- - g : ? 0 : (6)‘ 0 2 0] 0 g 2 || Leather,perlb. -J| 0 2 3] 0 2 2] 0 2 1| O 2 4
er- do.- -| 0 1 73/ 0 1 04 0 1 6| O 1 1 || Salt,perstone - -ff 0 2 2| 01 8| 0 010} O 1 1
Maso! erch -| 0 2 6/ 0 21 6 0 1 6| O 5 5| Spades,each - -}l 0 £ 4| O 4 6| 0 ¢4 2f{ O 3 8
Shterggquireoosag 010 0] 0 5 0| 0 7 7 || Shovels, do. - -fl 0 2 2/ 0 2 6| 0 ¢ 6| O 2 8
Bricklayer, perperchl 0 0 0| 0 0 0| 0 1 6| 0 0 0 Swedsh Iron, prewt. | 1.6 8| 112.0| 1.5 0] 18 0
0 0 6| 0 00 ussiau do. o. - 0
ﬁn:aa:‘ﬂ:{mp::‘d:y g 3 : 0 3 3 (] g 8| 0 4 4 || Flax,undressed,cwt.|| 4 8 6| 411 0| ¢ 0 0O{ 210 0
Aplough- - do. -0 7 7| 011 4}/ 0 5 0] 0 0 0 || Wool,perstone - -/l 1 4 0 2 0 0f 1 2 6} 1 10
GraztaCowperweek| 0 2 ¢| 0 ¢ 6| 0 2 0] 0 1 ¢ | Land Il‘)l‘liggfrom 0 0 55| 010 ol* & 8
DittoaHorse do.-| 0 4 4| 0 6 6| 012 0| 0 5 8 you to Dublis, per 55 . 0 ‘
IB)[:fhmith\vro;l:p“lb. g g g g 213 g 2 z g 3 3 F::ltl. p-ereo;lple. 0t 3|l 0 010({ 0 1 8L 0 1 0
itto - pe - y -
Priceofirfnp'czme 0 2 6 g 4 g g 3' 8’ g 3 6 'g:::eyn,per‘ll:ead - g : :} g : g g : 2 3 : g
c i - 1 ‘ - - do. -
g‘::ts':grighpe-m . 8 :.o 0 (11 6o 0 2 0 0 : 3 Wheat, perbarrel -|| 116 0| 116 0 [16s.p'cwt.| ¢ 5 6
Sea-coalp‘bar.S8wans] 0 5 0| 0 0 0f 0 0 Of 0 o0 o | Barley,perstone -|| 0 1 ¢] 1 p'l:zr' : i g :lg g
Culen por barmet | 00 0] 06 0| 00 0l 00 ol Munperdo -l 02g|2sd|1s0lao
Furze, l;.eerr:iaur:::mm' 0 00| 000 00 O0| 0 0 o] Wheatenbread, 4ibsf| 0 1 1| 0 0 0 |Loaf1 &} none
Heat.b'gerfm -] 00 0f 00 0[] 000} 00 @ Flour,tsdu.pe(:'cwt. 110 0] 1 lg g :1; g :12 g
1, . — 2nds. 0. - 1 80 1
c&v.;f:lﬂsp::ceuar; 000f0o0O0| 002@Q@] 00900 Oa_sadl' do. (1)1;8 3128 :lgg Slgg
i tmeal - - -
go:.lsEt the'Stone- Labour in Harvest )|f with Meat.
Oak-.pe;:‘oot-o.':S 0503;8030 ofl?yundCorn, 0174010038 2[011
-, - -} 083 8 0 0 O 0O 4 0 rday - -
]‘.A:tllu,per huodeed | 0 5 5| 1prthonst} O 0 0| 0 0 o Dfin,boiurcmum 006)00G6|004}00G¢
Bricks, perthousand | 2 2 0| 0 0 0 (1)10 0| 1 ¢ 9| MowingGrass, per} 044/ 05al0355) 000
Lime, barrel’ -) 0 2 4| 0 1 0 1 4| 01 4 acre - - ‘
R R R R 1 e EF T R EH E R ST
ted - - 0 LR
gm,;::nwt. -1 06 6 ?n. -] 000 000 (l)'loops,per(l;nndred 150 g g g loc.p;d(:. g g;
' - 0 3 00 00 siers - .do. - -fl - - -
g::::?:;;;?:::t. g 0 32 g (5) 3 6 0 # 4 0 g %ﬂbi“,perconplc g ‘1) : g 3 g g g : g g %
0 0 011} o0 10 ilk, per quart - -
Hay pe£ mn’ge“b- a1 o o ‘5"2 383|286 Burmikinsumn 0 0 o 000l 001|001
Whiskey, pergallon | 01010| 0 7 0/ 0 8 6| 0 5 o D° - deinwinter]] 0 0 ojf 0 0 ol o o 1k 0 0
Ale,perquart - -| 0 0 4| o0 0 4 g g 34 0o 0 4 S;alledEeh,per%wt. g g g 3 g g g 8 g (2) g
Porter,pergallon -| 0 1 4| 0 1 8 4| 0 1 8§ | Fisk, Salt Hake do, 4 o
Beef per 1b. =1 00 6/ 00 6| 900 4| 00 4| — RushLingdo.|f] 0 0 0f 0 ol 0 00 00
Vel 1 1 ] 008|006)o0a|os e amtaan] 000 0a0|00 0]
eal - - - -} 0 1 0 _— 0.
Pork - - - -1 00 4| 00 4| 00 3| 0 0 4| —— Herrings, per) 000|010 0|loo0oolo o
Lam! -] 00 0}1 o] 500|000 bnodred - -
Eﬁgt‘,?e‘:e;oz.ce‘:ln -1 0 o 6 g g 0| 0 010| 0 o 4 | OakBark, perton 0 0 O ]i6s p;cw(; 25 g g 92 g
. . . 0 1 1
Bucon” “do < | 00 5] 60 8] 005| 00 8|if Meadowrean || 913 0| 541 0|%ss o] & o
*ShoeingaHose -| 0 1 4| 0 1 4] 0 3 0] 0 3 4 [[g) °Potatoe Land do.f| 0 0 0] 712 3116 0 0 : 5
Frieze,peryard- -} 0 2 2] 0 3 4| 0 2 0| 0o 1 6 ||SCFlax,perrood -|| 0 0 0| 2 0 0| 616 6 (]
* Living in the master’s house. ® This not included in average of the provinee. £ Ditch five foet by: four. . 4 Aplongh ma
:;‘h; iron the dpr::;nketot’o. - :h To 3s. 3d. :ith l:neat and cﬂpk. 4 with r;n,l With meat a:d O?:hk' bank » "Wbl;: %::,.‘::d dy-
ith meat and drink. ith meat and drink. 'ound with materials, e s .. )
female labonrers. ° Land is let for Potatoes for the advantage obtained by the gronnd from the crop. The: person planting the pota
finding the dong. ' P Mr. Nesbitt says 12s. in winter. 9 Mr. Nesbitt says every person who uses malt makes it. . FThe
Eel Fishery is at Ballyshannon; there our fisheries in the winter have failed for twenty years. The fish taken in sammer are carried away{

other markets, consisting' of cod and ling, carried on by fishermen from Skerrys, Baldoyle, and Howth, and not by the inbabitants,
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per thousand, including culm and coal for burning. %* To £5. 10, according to the axle-tree and shoeing. ~  * And in summer, fer A
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entlemen’s best £1. 8. 2. ¢ According to weight. 44 According to Scanttin. % According to quality. 'To Navan 23
gri-h miles. 18 To be afterwards fattened. 5 Ditto. i Now very low. ** Generally 17s. 4d. to £1., best Corn is now very
cheap. B For a short space, with diet. ma Per foot solid. »a Ditto, % To plast. » Skinned. ® Tithe free to
the tenant.  According to weight of grass. » To 8 guiness. No tithe paid for Potatoes. ¢ Tithe free. s« Childrea
seldom employed by farmer. = The Deal is nine feet long, nine inches broad, and two inches thick. 77 The smallness of this sum
will not allow one to suppose that the quantity is a hundred weight, and it is not taken into the average of the province.
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