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THE MONEY ARGUMENT FOR 
HOME RULE. 

By T. M. KETTLE, W™.P. 

Ir is said that the case for Home Rule rests on merely sentimental 

grounds. The proper word in this connection would not be sentimental, 

but moral; and from the moral point of view the Home Rule case is 

unanswerable. Good government, as Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman 

has said, is no substitute for self-government. But the government 

of Ireland is not good. 

There is a money argument as well as a moral argument for Home 

Rule. It will be found in the tables at the end of this pamphlet. In 

1901 a similar document was prepared and circulated by Mr. Thomas 

Lough, M.P. The figures are now brought up to date by reference 

to the annual returns of revenue and expenditure for Great Britain 

and. Ireland. For facility of reference, Revenue is classified under 

three heads, direct and indirect taxes, and non-tax revenue, and each 

head is again sub-divided, Details of the two chief indirect taxes are 

given in a footnote. Expenditure is arranged under six heads. The 

initial year 1894 is chosen as the date of appointment of the Financial 

Relations Commission. 

The Commission reported that in 1894 Ireland was over-taxed 

by £2,500,000 annually. Calculated on this basis the conscience-money 

due by England to Ireland is more than £400,000,000. 

Since 1894, so far from any amends having been made, things 

have become very much worse. 

The taxation of Ireland has risen by nearly two millions a year. 
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Her population has fallen by close on 200,000. 

The cost of her home government has increased by £2,062,239, or 

from £1 4s. 6d. to £1 15s. per head of the population. 

The drain on her resources has been so deadly that in spite of 

greatly increased taxation her Imperial contribution is £150,000 per 

annum less than it was fourteen years ago. -This drain has been con- 

tinuous. In 1859 Ireland paid more than £5,000,000 of the cost of 

the Army and Navy. She now pays less than £2,000,000. 

Ireland is ruined by the present system. The British Empire 

does not gain by it. The only class that does profit by it is a horde of 

officials. 

Scotland at present has a larger population than Ireland. But 

of Government officials assessed for income-tax there are in Scotland 963, 

in Ireland, 4,539. Their salaries are in Scotland, £311,694; in freland, 

£1,412,520. 

Education in Ireland is admitted by all parties to be absolutely 

starved. The grant for primary education in the present year is in 

England 7s. 103d. ; in Ireland, only 6s. 5d. per head of the population. 

The grant in England has increased in the last seven years by 43 per 

cent., in Scotiand by 51 per cent., in Ireland by only 13 per cent. 

Treland is forced to spend £3 for every £1 spent by Scotland on 

law and justice, although she has less crime to deal with. The cost 

of the Law Courts in Scotland was last year £202,608; the cost in 

Ireland, £368,714. Irish police cost practically £1,500,000, that is to 

say, more than the whole system of primary education ; Scotch police 

cost about £500,000. The Irish Prisons Board, with only 2,500 convicts 

under its charge, costs £107,000 per annum; the Scotch Prisons Board, 

with 2,900 convicts, costs £87,000. 

The burden of all this extravagance is borne in Ireland by the 
poor. Only 50 per cent. of revenue is raised in England by indirect 
taxation ; in Ireland 73 per cent. is raised by taxes on articles of food 
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and drink. Food taxes, i.e., taxes on tea, sugar and other necessaries, 

have increased in Ireland since the year of the Financial Relations Com- 

mission by more than 140 per cent. Food taxes account for 40 per cent. 

of the increase of taxation from 1894 to 1908. At the same time the 

average weekly wage of an agricultural labourer is in Scotland, 

19s. 3d.; in England, 18s. 3d.; in Ireland, 10s. 11d. 

The excessive cost of Irish government can be illustrated in another 

way. Of her national income of £1,800,000,000 a year, England spends 

less than one-fortieth part on her home government. Of her national 

income: of £70,000,000 a year, Ireland is forced to spend on her home 

government more than one-tenth. 

Mr. Gladstone foresaw this deadly and demoralising growth of 

Irish expenditure, and he realised that there is only one cure for it. 

In introducing his Home Rule Bill of 1886, he said :— 

“The civil charges per capita at this moment are in Great Britain 

8s. 2d., and in Ireland 16s. They have increased in Ireland in the 

last fifteen years by 63 per cent., and my belief is that if the present 

legislative and administrative systems be maintained, you must make 

up your minds to a continual, never ending, and never to be limited 

augmentation.” 

Mr. Gladstone’s forecast was lamentably correct. The civil charges 

in Ireland are now not 16s., but 28s. 6d. per capita. 

There is no remedy for these growing evils except Mr. Gladstone’s 

remedy—HOME RULE—which alone can give to Ireland the power and 

the incentive to economise with prudence, and to spend with judgment 

her own money. 
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