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Rathmines in Irish History

1000: Celtic era and early Christian period: Rath Maonais (Ringfort of
Rathmines). Cuala and the Sli Cualann route out of Dublin. Parishes of
St Kevinand St Patrick.

1169: Coming of Normans. De Meones family settled in the area.
Beginning of civic and commercial centre.

1209: Massacre of Cullenswood. O’ Toole and O’Byrne Clans of
Wicklow assert their influence over Dublin. Extension of English rule
delayed by centuries.

1317: Invasion of Dublin by Edward Bruce. Dublin not safe from
Wicklow Clans for centuries. '

1492: The Pale. English rule limited to Dublin and parts of Kildare,
Meath, and Louth.

1649: Battle of Rathmines. Cromwellian invasion of Ireland facilitated.

1782: Grattan’s Parliament. Henry Grattan and Irish legislative
independence for two decades.

1803: Robert Emmet and the abortive Rising.

1829: The Repeal Association and the achievement of Catholic
Emancipation.

1847: Post-Famine era, the Ascendancy and the establishment of the
Rathmines Township.

1348: The Young Ireland movement. John Mitchell and John O’Leary.
1867: The Fenian Rising. James Stephens.

1900: The Celtic Revival.Yeats, Joyce and Osborne Families.

1916: The 1916 Rising. Grace Gittord and Joseph Mary Plunkett. Francis
Sheehy-Skettington. Cathal Brugha.

1917: Elections for an independent Irish Parliament (Dail). Countess
Markievicz makes history:

1919-21: War of Independence. Michael Collins, Richard Mulcahy.
1922: Independence and the New Ireland. Archbishop John Charles
McQuaid, Alife Byrne, John Costello, Sean Lemass, Garrett Fitzgerald.

1932: Eucharistic Congress. Social and political change. Censorship,
changing cultural and social values, strikes, politics.




Introduction

THROUGH THE CORRIDORS OF TIME

Rathmines 1s tull of stories and memories. Each one of us who grew up in the area or
spent some time there will have our own reminiscences. Flat-dwellers who came from
the four corners of Ireland will doubtlessly have many stories to tell. Former youngsters
will recall playing amidst the ruins of the declining splendour of ‘Lordy’s’, the former
home of the Lord and Lady Longford on Leinster Road, before it was requisitioned by
developers, or ‘boxing the fox’ in many of the local orchards. One of the Doran brothers
of the tamous Doran’s barber shop on Castlewood Avenue, recalled regularly seeing
tormer Taoiseach Séan Lemass strolling along Castlewood Avenue from his home on
Palmerston Road, on his way to the Stella Cinema, on a Saturday night.

Cinemagoers would recall buying a couple of Orange Maids, or a packet of Sobraine
black Russian cigarettes in Harvey’s tobacconist next door, or perhaps five Woodbines.
Other old shops include Dorney’s, Mahon’s Dairy, Shaw’s Hardware (and of course
Lenihan’s Hardware, which 1s still going strong), Miss Doorly’s sweet shop and Craddock’s
Newsagent, opposite the Garda station. Nolan’s Butchers (1936) 1s still going strong, nearly
eighty years after they opened shop. An original messenger-boy’s bike adorns the shop
window. And on a Saturday evening there would be queues of people waiting outside
Clegg’s on Lower Rathmines for their shoe repairs so they could be well shod for Sunday
Mass. Somebody else recalls the famous disco in the Leinster Cricket Club.

People still talk about the Stella and the Princess cinemas, and the nearby Red Shoes

caté that used to only open in the evenings. The Red Shoes was in Swanville, just around
the corner from the Stella. There 1s still a secret passage that leads from here to Prince
Arthur Terrace and the back of Leinster Square, beloved by adventurous children. Another
café was the Cope, with its jukebox. The Rathmines Inn, Slattery’s (with its unique snug),
R ody Boland’s, the Corrigan’s/Mount Pleasant Inn, the Grove Inn, O'Byrne’s (now
Grace’s) and Madigan’s pubs, amongst others, are fondly remembered. And not torgetting
Deveney’s, still in business since 1910. Fothergill’s bakery 1s also still going strong, as 1s
Lawlor’s butchers, where you will often see a queue for its fine meats.

On the subject of pubs, many’s the great session of jazz and blues in Slattery’s, or
tradional music around the corner in Grace’s. We still remember the flamenco guitarist
‘Angel’ and electric blues band ‘John the Revelator’! In Slattery’s there 1s always banter
and a good laugh to be found. It has a genuine ambience and 1s a real traditional pub.
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View of Rathmines, c.1915. The home of the famous Princess cinema is located at the near right. Known by all and
sundry as ‘The Prinner’ it finally closed on 2 July 1960. George P Kearns worked there during his teenage years. He
launched his book, The Prinner in Rathmines Library in 2005 and it quickly sold out. The pages of The Prinner
also record the history of the Stella Rathmines, the Classic Cinema Terenure, the Kenilworth/Classic in Harold’s
Cross, the Sundrive Cinema and Dublin’s renowned Theatre Royal. Courtesy ot IHPC/George P. Kearns.
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Slattery’s Pub in Rathmines. The name and the landmark speaks for itself. A happy haunt for generations of residents,
with great music sessions upstairs. The snug with its own_front door leading on to the street is very quaint, and the
confessional-type window for putting in orders for drinks had to be seen to be believed. Courtesy of Rathmines
Heritage Society.
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SNOOKER AND BEANBAGS

The Rathmines Snooker Hall on Upper Rathmines Road (now Zen Chinese

Restaurant) evokes memories for many. They used to provide hot water fo

I your

instant cup of soup, so that you would not get too cold to play snooker. Two renowned

snooker players were Stan the Man and Fast Eddie, who would take on any comers

and clear the table before you could blink — and pocket the proceeds! It was run

that the great ‘Hurricane’ would think twice before challenging them on the
baize. A story doing the rounds at one time was of Stan the Man rushing to a s
game 1n Rathmines on his Honda 9o. They were the days when motorcycle h

oured

green
100ker
elmets

were not obligatory. Such was his hurry that his crown topper (wig) blew oft and a bus
drove over it. Stan the Man hopped oft his bike, grabbed the battered wig, stuck it on

his head and oft he went for his game of snooker. His opponent lost the game, b’

aming

the crooked wig on Stan the Man’s head for distracting him! Not long afterwards, Stan

the Man threw the wig away, and to this day sports a head as shiny as a snooker

ball.

Many students and tlat-dwellers will recall buying their tirst beanbag at the Blackberry

Market, next door to Rathmines church. And not forgetting the Herman Wilkinson

auction rooms, from where many a flat was furnished! It is the last of the traditional

auction rooms, with a wide variety of specialist auctions, in addition to Dublin’s famous

weekly household and turniture event. These rooms have been a continuous feature

of the Rathmines and Dublin commercial landscape since 1928. They hold between

eighty and ninety auctions every year, more than any other auction rooms in Ireland.

ATORY UANE

Map of Rathmines with
some of the familiar

place names. Courtesy -~
© MapHow

-Rathmines :
of Rathmine V%' Location Aaent

Heritage Society.




R.AT HM ENVES

Coming to Dublin from the country, the first view one would have of Rathmines
would be the landmark green dome of the church. The ‘bong, bong’ of the Town Hall
clock was also (and continues to be) a familiar and friendly sound.

THE LAMBERT CONNECTION AND 500 RUNS!

Many associated with the Leinster Cricket Club on Observatory Lane will have
fond memories of epic games fought. Its pitch, originally laid down in 1928, s still
considered to be one of the best in Ireland. The late Martin D. Burke, the club’s
longest-serving captain up until his ninety-sixth year, was an outstanding member
of the all-conquering LCC sides of the 1930s, ’40s and early 1950s. He was one of an
elite group to have scored over 500 runs in a season. Another name which stands out,
is that of Bob Lambert. It was a big occasion, the presentation of the Marchant Cup
of 1921. His Honour, Judge Green, president of the Leinster Cricket Union, expressed
his ‘unbounded gratification that, after thirty years of strenuous cricket, his old friend
was as virile and active as ever, and still the mainstay of the international XI".

As Robert Hamilton Lambert moved to the plattorm to receive the trophy,
tremendous applause welled up from the huge gathering, many of whom, now retired,
had once played with and against the great man. Handing over the trophy, his Honour
commented, ‘Lambert’s extraordinary batting average of 217 is a feat few will be
capable of rivalling.’

LTH ERTCCAND U S SES

Lambert’s batting excited a pen of literary talent more distinguished even than Judge
Green’s. James Joyce was so taken by the power and beauty of his stroke play that he
included him in a passage in Ulysses.

The majestic brilliance of Lambert’s batting held everyone enthralled. Dashing and
daring, a player of instant action, he was ‘devastating at straight drives and hooks’,
according to a 1901 appreciation of his style and technique. Lambert had a personal
following as warmly partisan as that of today’s sportsmen. Right through his career
he was the idol of the crowds who regarded him with as much as awe and admiration
as they did that other great cricketer W.G. Grace. When he drove up to Leinster in
his high trap, enthusiastic flocks crowded around in excited numbers. He was the big
sporting celebrity of his time.

Many will also recall playing tennis in Grosvenor Square or playing in the oldest
lawn bowling club in the Republic of Ireland, which is also in Grosvenor Square.

[t was founded 1n 1892 and is also the only club in the Republic with two bowling
greens, one artificial and one grass.
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ARMADA PAPERBACKS FOR m—
BOYS AND GIRLS

Halfl a For
The Banba Bookshop by the Town Hall L\:ntur%-s Sterling
Reputation Value

was, for many years, a landmark bookshop
trading 1n second-hand paperback books — a
great boon to the voracious reading habits of
children. “Armada Paperbacks for Boys and
Girls” was another expression for happiness.
Across the road in the library, students toiled
away for their exams in the quaint, upstairs
Reading Room, whilst in the basement,
readers were able to catch up on Irish and
international news in the Newspaper Room,

AT Beogeiromenis

reminiscent of a bygone era. | e Lt o
~ . . miem woed L Bdeften

Holytield and Mount Pleasant Buildings sz
Plomume Busl I apoE

were demolished 1n the 1970s, to be sad Pursiors
replaced by modern housing developments.
The Tranquilla enclosed order convent on

Upper Rathmines Road (with the nuns EDWARD LEE & CO- LTD .

invisible behind closed curtains) evokes § Dublia - Rathmines - Dun Laoghaire - Bray

& WANY ST R
memories, as do Lee’s Department Store,
the H.Williams supermarket, and Findlater’s

shop (later Power’s supermarket). When

Advertisement for the famous Lee’s of Rathmines and

_ | other branches. Lees opened a branch in Rathmines in
you ordered your groceries from Findlater’s, ;5;;. Courtesy of Irish Free State Handbook, 1932.

or your meat from David Nolan’s butcher

shop across the road, or from any of the

many local shops, the goods would be delivered to your door by a messenger boy on
his bicycle, with the big wicker basket up front.

GOETAUNDRIES AND HANDKER CHIEFS

Although the building is gone, save for the facade fronting a block ot apartments, the

staft of Kelso Laundry on Lower Rathmines Road are remembered by a tree (called the
Handkerchief Tree) in nearby Harold’s Cross Park, for their heroic and successtul struggle

for better working conditions in the 1940s. Some will recall the swastika-emblazoned
laundry vans in the area. And there were also the Dartry Laundry vans.

The old swimming pool is now replaced with the new Swan Leisure Centre. The
Swan Shopping Centre now has a new three-cinema complex built overhead. Swan
Cinemas is the first in Dublin custom designed for digital cinema. Rathmines had
been without a cinema since the closure of the Stella over five years ago. The entire
Dublin 6 region has been underserved by a cinema since before the closure of the
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Classic Cinema in Harold’s Cross (originally named The Kenilworth, although locals
called it ‘the Kenno’), in August 2003. The state-of-the-art Swan Cinemas will be an
invaluable tool in revitalising the local area and helping to foster a community spirit.

NDOGESILIFE

Dubray and Alan Hanna’s bookshops are also favourites with the local residents. The
ﬁlendly and unfailingly helpful staft makes visiting both bookshops a pleasure. Each
has its own unique identity. The latter, a long-established and highly respected family

business, has 1its own dog in residence to welcome browsers! Hanna’s 1s a friendly,

independent Irish store that has kept its own 1dentity — certainly one to be celebrated.

The old College of Commerce 1s now a college of the Dublin Institute of
Technology (DIT) and has expanded to include a School of Journalism.The Rathmines
Style Book 1s a must for budding journalists. Well-known journalist and author Louis
McRedmond became the first director of the course in journalism in Rathmines in
1970. The words “The Rathmines Technical Institute’ are still plainly visible on the
Leinster Road side of the building, around the corner from the entrance to Rathmines
Library, and 1t 1s now the home of the DIT College of Music.You will often hear the
sweet tones of budding singers and musicians wafting out on a breeze from the top
windows as you pass this fine building. St Mary’s College, run by the Holy Ghost (now
Spirit) Fathers, and St Louis Schools are full of memories for the many past pupils who
passed through their gates.

14
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Opposite: The Irish Women'’s Workers Union, pictured c. 1911, who were instrumental in the successful outcome of the
Dublin laundry workers’ strike of 1945. Kelso Laundry on Rathmines Road was one of the most important laundries
in Dublin. In 1945, the laundry workers, worn out by all the overtime done during the war, voted for strike action to

be taken. The workers went on strike for two weeks’ paid holidays. The employers eventually backed down, and the
Oxctober agreement laid down that ‘all women workers employed in laundries operated by members of the Federation
shall receive a fortnight’s holidays, with pay, in the year 1946". There is a tree and plaque in Harold’s Cross Park

commemorating the successful efforts of the striking Rathmines laundry workers. Courtesy of NLI/HXHS.

Dartry Dye Works, Upper Rathmines, c.1910. Courtesy of Dublin.1e,
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Views from Portobello Bridge of South Richmond Street. Courtesy of Dublin.ie,
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The Central Statistics Office occupies a large office building on Ardee Road,
near the entrance to Cathal Brugha Barracks. An even larger complex, on Cowper
R o0ad, has for many years been the home The Mageough. The Mageough Home was
founded in 1878, in accordance with the will of Miss Elizabeth Mageough, to provide
accommodation for ‘elderly ladies professing the Protestant faith’. The Mageough
consists of thirty-five individual red-brick houses, available for residents in a very
peaceful setting in extensive grounds. It has its own chapel. Like so many hidden places
in Rathmines, one has to go searching to find this tranquil complex.

e e Ty o) (O INEN ]

Happy times for many are evoked by the bowls and tennis in Grosvenor Square, the
cricket (and weekend discos) in the Leinster Cricket Club, the legendary St Mary’s
rugby team, basketball in the park on Upper Rathmines Road, and, for young
children, the playgrounds in Belgrave Square, Palmerston Park, and the ‘Spotty Tunnel’

playground in Upper Rathmines.

Some will also remember the Childhood Museum opposite Palmerston Park, with 1ts
dollhouses. Tara’s Palace 1s undoubtedly one of the world’s most significant dollhouses.
Sir Neville Wilkinson’s celebrated Titania’s Palace of 1907 inspired it. Meticulously
constructed, it has taken over a decade to complete and work is still ongoing. Designed
and built to one-twelfth scale, it encapsulates the grandeur and elegance of Ireland’s
three great eighteenth-century mansions: Castletown House, Leinster House and

Children playing in St Mary’s School playground, Rathmines in the early 1930s. Courtesy of IHPC.
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A visually disabled man weaving baskets at the old Blindcraft Shop (opposite the Catholic church) on Rathmines
Road. Courtesy ot RTE Stills Library.

Lord Palmerston (Henry John Temple) (20 October
1784-18 October 1865), the third and last Viscount
Palmerston, was a British Prime Minister and liberal
politician. He was in government office almost continually
from 1807 till his death in 1865. At the beginning of the
eighteenth century, the Temple family, ennobled under the
title of Palmerston, came into possession of Rathmines,
and to this circumstance the use of the name Palmerston
(and Temple and Cowper) in the present nomenclature
of a great portion of the district is due. Courtesy of
HXHS/Rathmines Heritage Society.
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Carton. Paintings by leading Irish artists and miniature furnishing masterpieces adorn
the state rooms and private apartments. The displays are augmented and supported by
a collection of dolls, antique toys and other dollhouses, including Portobello (c. 1700).

Rathwmines children on their First Holy
Communion in 1951, pictured with a nun in
traditional habit. Courtesy of Bob Young/
Dublin.ie/DCC.

Playing tennis at St Louis High School,
Charleville Road, mid-1960s. A popular girls

school with 600 pupils enrolled. There is also

a primary school accessed via Louis Lane, off
Leinster Road or via Williams Place behind
the new Swan Leisure Centre. Courtesy of St

Louis High School, Rathmines.
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one of the earliest surviving dollhouses from the collection of Vivien Green, together
with a dollhouse from the family of Lady Wilde (Oscar’s mother). Interestingly, the

Wilde's tamily grave is in nearby Mount Jerome Cemetery.

S ERCATHMINES RIOT

Doubtlessly, Rathmines forged and forges all kinds of memories for past and present
residents. Everybody has his or her memories. Who recalls the riots in Rathmines
i the mid-1930s, when CYMS activists clashed with those attending a Communist
meeting 1in the Town Hall? It got huge coverage in the newspapers of the time.

And to a far lesser extent, the event years ago that saw the customers of Slattery’s

Pub dive tor cover and witness a chair being flung through its window by a
disgruntled passer-by. Or who recalls Thin Lizzy’s Phil Lynott attending the College
of Commerce? Or the trams going up and down Rathmines Road? Or the burning

down of Rathmines Catholic church? Some might recall the familiar figure of Lord
Longtord, as he made his way down Leinster Road on his way to the Gate. Or the
chain-smoking bespectacled Fr Michael Cleary, with the newspapers clasped under his
arm as he sauntered around on a Sunday morning. More recently, the Festival Under
the Clock 1s torging friendships and memories for many.

A barefoot boy fishes at Onwell Bridge, Rathmines at end of the nineteenth century. The River Swan, which flows

under Rathmines, is a tributary of the Dodder River. Hurricane Charlie passed south of the country on 25 August
19086. In twenty-four hours, 200mm of rain poured down on Kippure Mountain while 1oomm fell on Dublin, causing
heavy river flooding, including the Dodder in many places, and hardship and loss were experienced. Courtesy of

IHPC.
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Roads and shops, including the famous Findlater’s of Rathmines. Courtesy of IHPC.

CAKES, GUINNESS AND PRANKS

[ wonder who remembers Ferguson’s cake shop and tearooms, located where the
Swan Centre now is. Although it was called Ferguson’s, an Austrian family owned
it. The Austrians were known for their cake-making and pastries at the time. Even
then there were difterent nationalities living and working in Rathmines. The Guinness
(of brewing fame) and Sisk (Ireland’s largest construction company) tamilies are also
remembered by some of the older residents of Rathmines. Like many of the former
residents of Rathmines, some of the Guinness family were buried in nearby Mount
Jerome Cemetery, where their mausoleum may be seen. Some will remember pounding
the barracks square on a Sunday morning with the ‘Free Clothes Association’, as the
FCA part-time army was affectionately called.

We also recall RTE’s Mike Murphy and his candid camera pranks around Rathmines
and Harold’s Cross, from 1979 to 1982. He disguised himself and tried to pull the wool
over people’s eyes by persuading them to let him into their houses, or to give him a
loan of a bike or a car, or that he was someone of importance etc. All sorts of devilment,
in fact. He grew up 1n the area and this doubtlessly inspired him to launch his brand
of humour, The Live Mike, on the unsuspecting and at times horrified residents. The
candid camera scenes mnvariably ended with the host saying ‘I'm Mike Murphy from
RTE’, which virtually became a catchphrase. One senior citizen was heard to tell him,
‘It ya don’t get away from me, ye aul harebaiter, I'll blow your brains out with me
brolly’! Another warned him, Get up the yard, there’s a smell of Benjy off ya!’
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Early picture of RTE broadcaster

Mike Murphy, whose The Live Mike
television programme brought much mirth
to the people of Ireland. Many of the
programmes were filmed in the Rathmines
area and featured local residents.
Courtesy of RTE Stills Library.

On another occasion, Murphy asked long-time resident of Rathmines (Neville
Road and Cowper Village) Annie Kavanagh it *he could go home with her’."Oftt with
you, she said, ‘'sure haven't [ somebody already at home to look after’ (her husband,
Joe). Mrs Kavanagh herselt went on to make history by being, at the age of 102,
reputedly the oldest resident of Rathmines, of Dublin, and one of the oldest people 1n
[reland. She was still mobile at the age of 100 and was happy to receive a cheque from
President Mary McAleese on reaching the centenary.

The following is a story told by Mike Murphy himself and it gives an interesting
snapshot into another era and way of life:

So anyway, | had to go to confession and I had a few goodies to tell because
[ wasn’t the best behaved at a certain stage in my life. [ decided that I better

not go to my own parish where the priest would know me so I went down

to Rathmines instead. At the time I had got on the radio alright — I was
doing stuft in the evening on RTE. So I told the priest this whopper ot a one
that I had and he gave me absolution and “God bless you’. I was just getting

up to go and he said, ‘Just a moment my son — that wouldn’t be a familiar

voice | hear?” So | froze."How do you mean, father?” He says, “That wouldn't

be Tony Lyons, the newsreader, would 1t?’ I said, ‘It would, father” ... Then I

had to go to confession on the other side of the church because I just told a

lie.



R.AF H NN ES

A booklet cover of Archer’s Garage, Rathmines, 1949.
Courtesy of Ford Motors/Archer’s/Richard Hamalton/
Heritage Ireland.

Working in Smith’s Garage, Rathmines Road, 1950. The

X A -

person on right was a resident of Mount Pleasant Buildings,
Rathmines, which were demolished c.1972. Courtesy ot Bob
Young/Memories ot Rathmines/Dublin.ie/DCC.

RESIDENTS DRIVEN "ROUND
FHEDEINL.

Some may also remember Archer’s Garage,
owned by R.W.Archer, a pioneer in the motor

trade who had a special relationship with

Henry Ford (I) and the Ford Motor Company = § &
in Cork. In 1907, the first Ford cars ever to be = _

..........

seen 1n Ireland went on display at the Irish
Motor Show, held in the grounds of the Royal
Dublin Society. The Ford exhibit consisted of three examples of the Model N. A Mr
Archer signed the very first Irish sales contract for Ford at the show. However, because
the Ford car was still widely unknown 1n Ireland, Archer initially found it difficult to
make sales. But proot of the Ford's worth was forthcoming; the Model N won a gold

R
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medal 1n the 1907 and 1908 Irish Reliability Trials. When the Model T was launched,
the new car was an immediate success; sales doubled and redoubled. By 1913, some 600
Fords were sold throughout Ireland, and Rathmines residents played no insignificant
part in the Ford success story.

e BHGIENTIESS AIND THE CHIPPER

Rathmines 1s full of humour and characters of course, and the following story was
overheard in Rody Boland’s Pub in Upper Rathmines. A customer recalls:

One night I overheard a group of Italian guys [tourists| trying to chat up
two Irish girls and not getting very far. One of the tourists started waxing
lyrical about one of the girls and her ‘beautiful pale skin’ and said, ‘In my
country, you would be a princess. To which the Irish girl replied,”And 1n my

country, you d work 1in a chipper, now get lost.

No doubt the present generation are imbibing the ambience, the culture and the
character of the area, just as previous generations did.

Landmark Rody Bolands pub next to Deveney’s Off Licence (est.1910) in Upper Rathmines. One of the few popular

pubs in Rathmines along with Graces, Slattery’s, Rathmines Inn, Mother Reilly’s, etc. Courtesy of Rathmines
Heritage Society.
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A view of the Grand Canal, Portobello Bridge and hospital (later hotel, nursing home and college of education) from
Grove Road, Rathmines, c. 1890. The main line of the Grand Canal runs from Ringsend in Dublin to the Shannon
Harbour in County Offaly and is approximately eighty-two miles long with forty-three locks for barges and other
transport. Work began on the Grand Canal in 1756 and in 1779 it opened for commercial traffic. In 1960 the last cargo
boat passed along the Grand Canal. Courtesy of IHPC/OPW/ The Grand Canal: A History.
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An early map of Rathmines and Portobello. It is part of an old hand-drawn map, dating from about 1840, author
unknown, showing Portobello and environs. The name Portobello describes the stretch of the Grand Canal leading
from Robert Emmet Bridge (Clanbrassil Street) to the bridge from South Richmond Street to Rathmines. Although
usually referred to as Portobello Bridge, the correct name is La Touche Bridge. It is named after William Digges La
Touche (1747-1803), scion of a prominent Dublin business family and a director of the Grand Canal Con-zp&ny. Like
the Portobello area of London, Dublin’s Portobello was ultimately named for the capture by Admiral Vernon in 1739
of Portobello, Colon on Panama’s Caribbean Coast, during the conflict between the United Kingdom and Spain
known as the War of Jenkins’ Ear. Courtesy of NLI/DCL/HXHS/Rathmines Heritage Society.



Early Days and the Battle of

Rathmines

Rathmines 1s a famous suburb on the south side of Dublin, about three kilometres
south of the city centre. It eftectively begins at the south side of the Grand Canal and
stretches along the Rathmines Road as far as Rathgar to the south, Ranelagh to the
east and Harold’s Cross to the west.

Rathmines 1s an Anglicisation of the Irish Rath Maonais, meaning ‘ringfort of
Maonas . ‘Raths’ or ring forts, the remains of enclosed farmsteads, dated mainly from
the early Christian period, where circular ramparts of earth, with a ditch, were erected
to surround a house and outbuildings. Some also say the name ‘Maonas’ is perhaps
derived from Maoghnes or the Norman name de Meones. The de Meones family
came to Ireland from Hampshire in the late 1200s. Like many of the surrounding areas,
Rathmines arose from a fortitied structure that would have been the centre of civic
and commercial activity from the Norman invasion of Ireland in the twelfth century.
Rathgar, Baggotrath and Rathfarnham are further examples of Dublin place names
deriving from a similar root.

Rathmines has a long history, stretching back centuries. Before the Norman
invasion, Rathmines and the surrounding hinterland were part of the ecclesiastical
lands called Cuallu or Cuallan, later the vast Parish of Cullenswood, which gave its
name to a nearby area. Cuallu 1s mentioned 1n local surveys from 1326 as part of
the manor of St Sepulchre (the estate, or rather liberty, ot the Archbishop of Dublin,
whose seat as a Canon of St Patrick’s Cathedral takes 1ts name from this). There 1s some

evidence of an established settlement around a rath as far back as 1350. Rathmines was
part of the Barony of Uppercross, one of the many baronies surrounding the old city
of Dublin, bound as 1t was by walls, some of which are still visible.

Rathmines became a popular suburb of Dublin, attracting the wealthy and powertul
seeking refuge from the poor living conditions of the city from the middle of the
nineteenth century. A feature of Rathmines is the number of prominent individuals 1n
[rish life who lived or were associated with the Rathmines area and who had an intfluence
in one way or another on Irish history, politics, literature, science, art and society. These
include Oliver Cromwell, Daniel O’Connell, Robert Emmet, and many more.



RATHMINES

John Mitchel the Young Irelander, James Stephens the Fenian leader, Michael
Collins, Cathal Brugha, the Yeats, Joyce and Osborne Families, Countess Markievicz,
Lord Longford, Mamie Cadden, George Russell (&), the Giftord sisters, two former
Taoisigh, Bram Stoker’s wife and the ‘Singing Priest’ have all lived in the area at one
time or another. It was, and still is, a much sought-after area, and it has also become the
home for famous people in politics, the media, business, entertainment, music, the arts,
literature and academia, amongst others. [t has retained its distinctly cosmopolitan air.

THE COURSE OF IRISH HISTORY 'MIGHT WELSEHav
BEENSDIFFER EING

Arguably, Rathmines 1s best known historically for a bloody battle that took place
there in 1649, during the Cromwellian conquest of Ireland, leading to the death of
perhaps up to 5,000 people. The Battle of Rathmines took place on z August 1649
and led to the routing of Royalist forces in Ireland shortly after this time. Some have
compared the Battle of Rathmines as equal in political importance to England’s Battle
of Naseby. [t was significant because it enabled Cromwell’s army to land in Dublin and
continue the offensive against Ireland.

The Battle of Rathmines was fought in and around what is now the suburb of
Rathmines, during the Irish Confederate Wars, the Irish theatre of the Wars of the
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Rathmines c.1922. The Battle of Rathmines took place on 2 August 1649. The battle lasted two hours, with 4,000

dead and 2,500 captured, according to some sources, and the lanes of Rathmines and Ranelagh were clogged with dead

bodies. “This is an astonishing mercy,” was Oliver Cromwell’s comment on the unexpected victory for the Roundheads.

Courtesy of NLI/DCL.

Three Kingdoms. It was fought between an English Parliamentarian army under

Michael Jones, which held Dublin, and an army composed of Irish Confederate and

English Rovyalist troops under the command of James Butler, 13t Duke of Ormonde.
The battle ended 1n the rout of the Confederate/R oyalist army and facilitated the

landing 1n Ireland of Oliver Cromwell and his New Model Army several days later.

[n the next four years, the Cromwellian conquest of Ireland would be completed.

By 1649, Ireland had already been at war tor eight years, since the outbreak ot

the Irish Rebellion of 1641. During this time, most of Ireland was ruled by the Irish

Confederate Catholics, a government of Irish Catholics based in Kilkenny. The

Confederates allied themselves wit

h the English Royalists in the

against the English Parliament, w.

English Civil War.

hich was committed to re-conquering Ireland,

suppressing the Catholic religion and destroying the Irish Catholic land-owning class.

After much in-fighting, the Confederates signed a peace treaty with Charles I (who

was soon to be executed by the Rump Parliament), agreeing to accept English Royalist

troops into Ireland and put their own armies under the command of Royalist officers,
in particular James Butler, 1°' Duke of Ormonde. By 1649, the English Parliament

held only two small enclaves 1n Irela

nd — at Dublin and Derry.
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Contemporary picture of
Oliver Cromuwell, who
nearly had his plans for
the invasion of Ireland
thwarted by the Battle of
Rathmines (1649), which
influenced the course of
Irish history. Courtesy
of HXHS/Rathmines

Heritage Society.

In July 1649, Ormonde marched his coalition forces of 11,000 men to the outskirts

of Dublin, to take the city from its Parliamentary garrison, which had landed there
in 1647. Ormonde took Rathfarnham Castle and camped at Palmerston Park in
Rathmines. The area from Ormonde’s camp to the city of Dublin 1s now a heavily
urbanised area, but in 1649, it was open countryside. Ormonde began inching his
forces closer to Dublin by taking the villages around its perimeter, and to this end,
sent a detachment of troops to occupy a ruined castie at Baggotsrath, on the site of
present-day Baggot Street bridge.

However, Ormonde was not expecting Michael Jones, the Parliamentary
commander, to take the initiative, and had not drawn up his troops for battle.
Unfortunately for the Royalists, this 1s exactly what Jones did, launching a surprise
attack on 2 August from the direction of Irishtown, with §,000 men, and sending
Ormonde’s men at Baggotsrath reeling backwards towards their camp in confusion.

Too late, Ormonde and his commanders realised what was going on and they sent
units 1nto action piecemeal, to try to hold up the Parliamentarian advance so that
they could form their army into battle formation. However, Jones’s cavalry simply
outflanked each force sent against them, sending them fleeing back south through
the townland of Rathmines. The battle became a rout, as scores of fleeing Royalist
and Confederate soldiers were cut down by the pursuing Roundheads. The fighting
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finally ended when the English Royalist troops under Murrough O’Brien, 1% Earl
ot Inchiquin, mounted a disciplined rearguard action, allowing the rest to get away.
Ormonde claimed he had lost fewer than 1,000 men. Jones claimed to have killed
around 4,000 Royalist or Confederate soldiers and taken 2,517 prisoner, while
losing only a handful himself. Modern historians tend to believe Jones, because in
contemporary warfare, if an army was put to flight and pursued, it very often took
huge casualties, while the pursuers took very few. Ormonde also lost his entire artillery
train and all his baggage and supplies.

In the aftermath of the battle, Ormonde withdrew his remaining troops from
around Dublin, allowing Oliver Cromwell to land in the city (at Ringsend) with 15,000
veteran troops on 15 August. Cromwell called the battle ‘an astonishing mercy’, taking
it as a sign that God had approved of his conquest of Ireland. Without Jones’s victory at
Rathmines, the New Model Army would have had no port at which to land 1n Ireland
and the Cromwellian conquest of Ireland would have been much more ditticult.
Ormonde’s incompetent leadership at Rathmines left many Irish Contederates
disillusioned with their alliance with the English Royalists, and Ormonde was ousted
as commander of the Irish forces in the following year.
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Ruins of Rathmines Castle, mid-nineteenth century. The Church of Ireland school and the teaching college are built
on the grounds of where the castle once stood. The address would have been 96 Upper Rathmines Road, Dublin 6.

It also'had a Church of Ireland church in its grounds. There is a main road running in front of it and other quite big
houses across the road. Rathmines Castle was built about 1820 by a Colonel Wynne. John Purser Griffith, Chief
Engineer to the Dublin Port and Docks Board, later occupied it. Though 1820 seems to be the accepted date for this
castle, another castle is shown on Taylor’s map of 1816, where it is indicated as much closer to the eastern boundary of
the grounds and is just marked as ‘Castle’. There might have been a different castle on those grounds before. Wynne’s
castle is now demolished and in its place is the Church of Ireland Teachers’ Training College and Kildare Place
School, which moved here from Kildare Place in 1969. Courtesy ot NLI/HXHS/Rathmines Heritage Society.

THEBLEBDINGEE Q1S

The battle gave the names to several local landmarks. The Bleeding Horse pub (called
the ‘Falcon’ at one time), which stands at the corner of modern Upper Camden
Street, was established 1n 1649, when, after the Battle of Rathmines, a wounded horse
wandered 1nto a tavern.This made such an impression on the owner that he named his
premises “"The Bleeding Horse’. There 1s a painting in this landmark pub that depicts
the bleeding horse. It 1s one of Dublin’s most historic pubs, and has been frequented
over the years by literary greats such as Joyce, La Fanu, Gogarty and Dunleavy.

[n addition, an area of Rathgar (now built over) was formerly known as the ‘Bloody
Fields’, where 1t 1s believed that some of the fleeing R oyalist soldiers were overtaken
by the Parliamentarian cavalry, killed and subsequently buried.

]
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A view of Rathmines church dome from Camden Street, beside the Falcon Lounge (the Bleeding Horse pub) early
1060s. The area has a very dilapidated look to it. Courtesy of Dublin.ie.
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Landmark Falcon Lounge (formerly and now, The Bleeding Horse) near Portobello Bridge in the 1960s. Courtesy of

Dublin.ie.
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THE EXPANSION OF RATHMINEDS:
BUSINESSES OLD AND NEW

In the early 1790s, the Grand Canal was constructed on the northern edge of
Rathmines, connecting Rathmines with Portobello via the La Touche Bridge (which
through popular usage became better known as Portobello Bridge).

By 1823, Rathmines had nine grocers and an Italian warehouse owner, a vintner, a
post office, two apothecaries, a victualler and poulterer, a haberdasher, a bootmaker, a
dairy and a baker. Rathmines continued to grow, and in 1837 in Lewis’s Topographical
Dictionary for Ireland, it is described as being a considerable village and suburb with
1,600 inhabitants. Rathmines by now had its own police station and wool factory.
[ts houses were handsome, with some pretty, detached villas. The surroundings would

still, of course, have been rural.
Dublin City was, at this time, becoming increasingly polluted and depressed, with |
tenements everywhere, and so the professional and middle classes and later the lower

middle classes, began to leave the city and move to new housing developments in
Rathmines and Pembroke.

Rathmines became a township in 1847.To encourage people to move to Rathmines
and so stimulate house building, rates were kept as low as possible. As time went on,
the demand grew for more suburban accommodation for the lower middle-class
groups, and the commissioners were not slow to satisfy the demand. By the end of
the nineteenth century, building had moved from fine, wide roads, like Palmerston

and Leinster Roads, to smaller terraces. The borough of Rathmines had a unionist

majority up to the late 1920s, when a local government reorganisation abolished all
Dublin borough councils. In more recent times, Rathmines has diversified its housing
stock and the wealthier beneficiaries of Ireland’s economic boom of the 1990s and

onwards have gentrified many houses.
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Lett: View of Portobello Bridge from
Rathmines, mid-nineteenth century.
Courtesy of NLI.




ALY DAY s AND THE BATTLE OF RATHMINES

The Terenure tram passes through Rathmines on a fine day, c.1912. The tram is outside what is now called the Swan
Centre. Courtesy of NLI.

There are also a number of other landmark buildings and places of interest,

including parks, shops and pubs, which hold strong memories for the residents, past

and present.

THE RATHMINES SPA

For several hundred years, Rathmines was the location of a ‘spa’ — in fact a spring
— the water of which was said to have health-giving properties. It attracted people
with all manners of ailments to the area. In the nineteenth century it was called the
‘Grattan Spa’, as it was located on property once belonging to Henry Grattan, close

—

to Portobello Bridge. The spa gradually fell into a state of neglect as the century
progressed, until disputes arose between those who wished to preserve it and those

(mainly developers) who wished to get rid of it altogether.
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Shopfrent from a bygone era.
Jeweller’s shop on Rathmines Road,
1930s. Courtesy of NLI/DCL/

Rathmines Heritage Society.

In 1872,a Dr O’Leary, who held a high estimate ot the water quality, reported that
the spa was 1n ‘a most disgraceful state of repair’, upon which the property developer
and alderman Frederick Stokes sent samples to the medical inspector, Dr Cameron,
for analysis. Dr Cameron, a great lover ot authority, reported, ‘It was, in all probability,
merely the drainings of some ancient disused sewer, not a chalybeate spring.’ Access to
the site was blocked up and the once popular spa taded from public memory.

Dartry Road in Rathmines was the scene of the still-controversial killing of IR A
member Timothy Coughlin by police informer Sean Harling on the evening of 28
January 1928. It happened opposite Woodpark Lodge, where Harling lived at the
time.

Rathmines 1s also home to two well-known primary and secondary schools, St
Mary’s College (C.S.Sp.) and St Louis Primary and Secondary School. Kildare
Place National School, situated on the grounds of the Church of Ireland College of
Education 1s a Church of Ireland sponsored primary school on Upper Rathmines

R oad.
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Notable People and the
[rish Revival

Frederick Willhlam Cumberland (1820-1881), architect, railway manager and politician,
grew up in Rathmines. As did Andrew Cunningham, 13t Viscount Cunningham of
Hyndhope and British Admiral of the Second World War. Paddy Finucane, Second
World War tighter pilot, was born in Rathmines.

Richard Henry Geoghegan lived at 41 Upper Rathmines Road. He was the first
Esperantist in the English-speaking world and was a friend of Irish Nationalist leader
Joseph Mary Plunkett. He designed the original ofticial Esperanto flag.

Irish patriot Robert Emmet. Robert Emmet (4 March
1778-20 September 1803) was an Irish nationalist,

orator and rebel leader born in Dublin. He led an
abortive rebellion against British rule in 1803 and was e T T e AR ™

captured, tried and executed for high treason at Thomas ROZERYT ZWMET.

- o8

Street, Dublin. Courtesy ot HXHS. re Lo PATN
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PROPERTY AND BANKING

Frederick Stokes, property speculator and developer par excellence, lived at various
times at 46 Rathmines Road, Kenilworth Square, Denmark Hill and Leinster R oad
West. He was a former Lord Mayor of Dublin, an alderman, and was responsible for
the establishment of the Rathmines Township and for much of the development in the
Rathmines and Portobello area.

William Digges La Touche (1747-1803), scion of a prominent Dublin business family
(banking in particular; founder of one of Dublin’s most historic banks, La Touche
Bank) and a director of the Grand Canal Company, gave his name to Portobello Bridge
(officially known as La Touche Bridge), over the Grand Canal linking Rathmines to
the City Centre via Portobello. The bridge was built in 1791. The Digges La Touches
were originally a Huguenot family.

NWEEERO L EARY TN B G IOV

Fenian John O’Leary (b.23 July 1830; d.16 March 1907), lived at difterent times on
Grosvenor Road (No. 30) and Leinster Road (No. 40). He 1dentified with the views
advocated by Thomas Davis and met James Stephens in 1846. He associated with Young

'\.'

,,,,,,

John Mitchel (1815-1875), one of the Young
Irelanders, who lived at Ontario Terrace, overlooking
the Grand Canal. He was an Irish Nationalist
activist, solicitor and political journalist, who became
a leading member of the Young Ireland movement
and the Irish Confederation. He was elected to the
British House of Commons, only to be disqualified
because he was a convicted felon (due to striving for

the social and political improvement of his fellow
citizens in Ireland). His Jail Journal is one of Irish
nationalism’s most famous texts. Courtesy of
HXHS.
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Membership card of Dublin-born political activist

and administrator Thomas Mathew Ray to the Loyal
National Repeal Association of Ireland (1843). Signatory
Ray (1801-81) was on a charge of indictment to
conspiracy in the case of the Queen along with Daniel
O’ Connell and Charles Gavan Duffy in the spring of
1843. The Loyal National Repeal Association was formed
from the Repeal Association founded in 1840. The aim of
the association was to repeal the union between Britain
and Ireland and establish an Irish Parliament. Ray was
secretary of the National Trades Political Union (1832),
secretary of the Precursor Society (1838), and secretary

of the Repeal Association, until its dissolution in 1848.
He died 5 January 1881 at 5 Leinster Road, Rathmines,
and was buried in Glasnevin Cemetery. Courtesy of
Whyte's/Adam’s/Rathmines Heritage Society.

Robert Emmet, Irish patriot. The bridge over the CGrand
Canal at the junction of Harold’s Cross Road and CGrove
Road, Rathmines, is called Emmet Bridge, because of his
association with the area. There was a secret underground
passage linking his lodgings on Harold’s Cross Road to
the Grand Canal, from where he was able to escape any

pursuers. Courtesy ot HXHS.
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James Stephens (a.k.a. Stevens), 1825-1901. Resident of 2 Leinster
Square. Was born and educated in Kilkenny. He began working as a
civil engineer with the Limerick and Waterford Railway in 1843.
Stephens joined the Young Irelanders in 1847 and quickly rose to
prominence in the movement. He was wounded during the 1848
Rising at Ballingarry, County Tipperary, but managed to escape
to France where he was one of a circle of Irish exiles including
Thomas Clarke Luby and John O’Mahony who founded the
s Irish Republican Brotherhood. Stephens returned to Ireland as
ﬂ Head Centre of the IRB in 1856, in which capacity he organised
.. Fenian cells throughout Ireland and was responsible for
affiliating the Phoenix Association with the Fenian movement.
In 1858, Stephens travelled to America to raise funds for the IR B,
and when he returned to Ireland in 1859 the authorities knew his
identity and he was forced to return to America. Stephens returned
to Ireland in 1861 and continued to fight for independence. Courtesy

of NLI/HXHS/Rathmines Heritage Society.

Irish patriot James Stephens (a.k.a. Stevens) greeting a crowd in the United States in 1858, James Stephens, railway
engineer, republican nationalist, and founder of the Fenians, lived at 2 Leinster Square, Rathmines. Courtesy of

HXHS/Rathmines Heritage Society.
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Fenians James Stephens (of Leinster
Square) and John O’Leary (of Leinster
Road and Grosvenor Road) buried
side by side in Glasnevin Cemetery.

A panel on the Celtic cross (O’Leary)
reads, ‘A day, an hour of virtuous
liberty is worth a whole eternity in

" = - - - ~ i ;: J -;:1 % _. 1 A : ..-r?rﬁ'f:-:'ﬂz}?“.;.?'h; . ‘s D ih
bondage.” Courtesy of Glasnevin S B
h . . T @ g - : v ."!‘?:u_._ < -_"""f'f"{f.
Cemetery. Yt/ Wl s R G S N

[relanders Charles Gavan Dufty, James Fintan Lalor, Thomas Francis Meagher and John
Mitchel. After the failure of the 1848 Tipperary Revolt, O’Leary attempted to rescue
the leaders from Clonmel Gaol, and was himself imprisoned from § September 1849. A
further uprising in Munster on 16 September 1849 gave him an opportunity to escape
from prison, which he took. On 14 September 1865, O’Leary was arrested, and tried
on charges of high treason. He was sentenced to twenty years’ penal servitude, of which
nine years were spent in English prisons prior to his exile to Paris in 1874. Following
the Amnesty, he returned to Ireland in 1885 with his sister, the poet Ellen O’Leary, both
of whom became important figures within the Dublin cultural and nationalist circle
which included W.B. Yeats, Maud Gonne, Rose Kavanagh, Rosa Mulholland, Dora
Sigerson and Katharine Tynan. He 1s buried next to Fenian James Stephens in Glasnevin
Cemetery. In his poem ‘September 1913°, W.B.Yeats laments the death ot O’Leary with
the line, ‘Romantic Ireland’s dead and gone;it’s with O’Leary in the grave’.

Cathal Brugha, Irish nationalist leader, lived on Rathmines Road, as did General
Richard Mulcahy and his family. Nora Connolly O’Brien, second daughter of James
Connolly, lived on Belgrave Square, Rathmines. She was an activist and writer, and

also a member of the Irish Senate.
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UNLIKEEY R EBELS

Grace Gifford is one of the tragic stories of the 1916 Easter Rising. Grace, one of
the famous Gifford sisters, was an Irish artist and cartoonist who was active in the
R epublican movement. She was born in Rathmines and married Joseph Mary
Plunkett, one of the leaders of the 1916 Rising, only a few hours before he was
executed. It was her interest in Catholicism which led Grace to Joe Plunkett, who
was intensely devoted to his religion, as well as to the Republican cause. His sacrificial
romanticism was expressed in poems like ‘I see His Blood upon the Rose’. The
wedding was reported all over the world. Grace, like Sarah Curran before her, who had
loved Robert Emmet, had become a tragic symbol of Ireland’s struggle with England.
The Gifford sisters were originally Protestant and unionist but later embraced
Catholicism and nationalism. Grace and her sisters were raised in their mother’s
Protestant faith and the sons were raised as Catholics. Her parents followed a custom.
known as the ‘Palatine Pact’, which meant that the boys of this mixed marriage were

reared as Catholics, the girls as Protestants.

The sisters were heavily involved with the leaders of the 1916 Rising, such as
Constance Markievicz, Thomas MacDonagh (who married Grace’s sister Muriel),
Patrick Pearse and Maud Gonne.They became strong supporters of the Irish Women’s
Franchise League, a militant organisation working to obtain voting rights for women.

The six sisters were Grace (later Plunkett), Muriel (later MacDonagh, having married
Thomas MacDonagh in 1912), Nellie (later Donnelly), Sydney (later Czira), Kate and

ISSUED FOR OFFICIAL PURPOSES

EIRE IRELAND

Acht um Clacu Posadh, 1863, Folrm A.
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Merdage Soltaanined ot the

Ragistration of Marrisges Ace, 1863, Form A

. * do s Ulrd ages Caddal na AEaginies
mmw_m&ﬂmurmuaﬂum

It cloa oem ¢ aa eote w9 ¢ shed ad 4 0 dobdd Wwe a aendche.
TO ALTER THIS DOCUMENT OR TO UTTER IT SO ALTERED S A SERIOUS OFFENCE

Marriage certificate of the leader Joseph Mary Plunkett and Grace Gifford. Grace Gifford’s brief marriage to the
exccuted rebel leader Joseph Mary Plunkett has tended to overshadow her family’s deep commitment to the cause of the
Irish Republic. They lived in Rathmines. Courtesy of Whyte’s/Adam’s/HXHS/Rathmines Heritage Society.



NOTABLESREGPREESAND THE IRISH REVIVAL

Generals Michael Collins and Richard Mulcahy, based
December 1955). Courtesy of Rathmines in Cathal Brugha Barracks, Rathmines, at the funeral of
Heritage Society. Arthur Griffith in 1922. Courtesy of NLI.

Ada.The first two married signatories of the Easter Rising proclamation and were thus
to be widowed. Nellie was active during the Rising and was in charge of feeding the

Volunteers in the Royal College of Surgeons garrison. Grace’s younger sister Sydney
became a writer, describing the Rathmines of their childhood as a stifling and snobbish
place where anyone who had an original thought was written oft as eccentric. The
sisters were six of the twelve children of Frederick Giftford and his wife, Isabella Burton.
They lived 1n a large house on Palmerston R oad, Rathmines.

Grace’s last years were marred by poor health. On 13 December 1955, a neighbour
noticed that she had not collected her single bottle of milk or her post from outside her flat
in South Richmond Street, Portobello. Grace Giftord Plunkett had died alone, in bed. She
was buried with full military honours at Glasnevin, near, but not in the Republican plot.

GHOSTS, SCRIBES AND REVOLUTIONARIES

Lafcadio Hearn, the ghost-story writer who settled in Japan, was brought up in Leinster

Square and Prince Arthur Terrace, Rathmines. Patrick Latcadio Hearn (b. 27 June
1850; d. 26 September 1904), also known as Koizumi Yakumo, was an international
writer, best known for his books about Japan, especially his collections of Japanese
legends and ghost stories.

Hearn was born in Lefkada (the origin of his middle name), one of the Greek
[onian Islands. He was the son of Sergeant Major Charles Bush Hearn (of County
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RATHMINESDS

Former Leinster Square resident Lafacido Hearn and his
Japanese wife. Patrick Lafcadio Hearn (27 June 1850-26
September 1904) was also known as Koizumi Yakumo, after
gaining Japanese citizenship. FHe was reared in Rathmines from
the age of two. He was an author, best known_for his books

about Japan, and he is especially well known for his collections of
Japanese legends and ghost stories. Note the way he is facing — he

always preferred to be photographed this way so that his left eye
could not be seen. HXHS. Courtesy of Rathmines Heritage
Society.

Patrick Lafacido Hearn of Leinster Square became an expert
on_Japanese Haiku poetry. He is commemorated by two plagues

in Leinster Square and Prince Arthur Terrace, and another in

Leeson Street. Courtesy of Rathmines Heritage Society.

Oftaly) and Rosa Antoniou Kassimati, a Greek woman of noble Cerigote lineage. His
father was stationed 1n Letkada during the British occupation of the islands. Hearn
moved to Dublin, Ireland, at the age of two, where he was brought up in Rathmines.

[n 1890, after having worked in the USA, Hearn went to Japan with a commission
as a newspaper correspondent, which was quickly broken oft. It was in Japan, however,
that he found his home and his greatest inspiration. Hearn became known to the
world through the depth, originality, sincerity, and charm of his writings about the
country. In later years, some critics would accuse Hearn of exoticising Japan, but as the
man who offered the West some of its first glimpses into pre-industrial Japan, his work
still ofters valuable insight today.

HAPPY AN SATEACES

The Earl of Longford had a large house in the Grosvenor Park area of the Leinster
Road, between Rathmines Road and Harold’s Cross. Pakenham is best remembered



MOFTABLE PEOPEETAND THE IRISH REVIVAL

Etching of a young William Carleton, novelist. His Traits

and Stories of the Irish Peasantry (1830-3) won him a great
reputation. He continued to write until his death in Rathmines
on 30 January 1869. His works are important sources for life
and attitudes in nineteenth-century Ireland. Courtesy of
Rathmines Writers”Workshop.

tor his involvement in the founding of the Gate Theatre with Michael MacLiamoir

and Hilton Edwards. He was a playwright and poet, and also sat as a member of the
R epublic of Ireland Seanad (Senate) between 1946 and 1948. He lived on Leinster
R oad until his death 1in 1961.

He 1s buried in Mount Jerome Cemetery. His headstone describes him as a poet and

patriot.'Happy and Sad Masks’, the symbol of the theatre, are inscribed on the sides of
his headstone. His house was demolished in the 1970s and replaced with townhouses,
bearing the same name, Grosvenor Park. He was also related to the founder of St Paul’s
R etreat, Mount Argus, Fr Paul Mary Pakenham.

ME JEWEL AND DARLIN' RATHMINES

”

Eamonn MacThomais was born in Rathmines in 1927. He was an author, broadcaster,

historian, republican, advocate of the Irish language and a lecturer. He 1s noted for
numerous RTE documentaries on his native Dublin.
Dr Kathleen Lynn, an outstanding and pioneering doctor and an activist in the

ficht for Irish independence, had her clinic and lived 1in Rathmines. Lynn House,
the headquarters of the Irish Medical Council, on Rathmines Road near Portobello

Bridge, 1s named after her.
Young Irelander John Mitchel was living with his family at 8 Ontario Terrace

when he was arrested in 1848. Another Young Irelander, Charles Gavan Dufty also

lived in Rathmines.
Conor Cruise O’Brien was born in 1917 in Rathmines, the only child ot Francis

Cruise O’Brien, a journalist who worked for the Freeman’s Journal,and Kathleen Sheehy.
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