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INTRODUCTION

ortobello (in Irish Cuan Aoibhinn, meaning beautiful harbour) in
Dublin is an area stretching westwards from South Richmond

Street as far as Upper Clanbrassil Street, bordered on the north by
the South Circular Road and on the south by the Grand Canal. However,
over the years, adjacent areas have also been included and, for this book,
we are happy to go along with that.

Portobello came into existence in the eighteenth century as a small
suburb south of the city of Dublin centred around Richmond Street.
During the following century, it was completely developed, transforming
an area of private estates and farmland into solid Victorian red-bricked
living quarters for the middle classes (on the larger streets), and terraced
housing bordering the Grand Canal for the working classes.

As a fast-expanding suburb during the nineteenth-century, Portobello
attracted many upwardly mobile families whose members went on to play
important roles in politics, the arts and the sciences. Towards the end of
the century there was an influx of Jewish people, refugees from pogroms in
Eastern Furope, which gave the name ‘Little Jerusalem’ to the area.

[t is in the postal district of Dublin 8 and it is in the local government
electoral area of Dublin South East Inner City and the Dail Constituency of

Dublin South East.
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Skipping in Fumbally Lane, off Clanbrassil Street, 1975. (Courtesy of "Clanbrassil Street 1" by
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Sean Lynch and Holly O’Brien.Ken Lawford/Paul Harris/The Irish Times)
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Introduction

A Walking Tour

Let us first follow in the footsteps of famous Dubliners in an excursion
around this unique part of Dublin City." Our walk starts at Portobello
College on South Richmond Street, just beside Portobello Bridge or officially
La Touche Bridge. This building was originally a hotel on the Grand Canal
when it was a busy network from Dublin to the River Shannon. Jack B.
Yeats, the famous Irish impressionistic painter, lived there from 1950 till
his death in 1957, when the Portobello Hotel had become a nursing home.
Turn right into Richmond Row and left at the end to Lennox Street. No.
6 Lennox Street was the home of John McCann, a playwright and Lord

Jack B. Yeats (1870-1957),
Irish impressionist painter,
and brother of poet William
Butler Yeats. He spent his
last years in the Portobello
Nursing Home (Portobello
College) overlooking the
Grand Canal, where he
painted his final sketch.
(Courtesy of Hulton Archive/
Getty Images)

9
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George Bernard Shaw was born at 33 Synge
Street. His works include Pygmalion which was
later made into the musical My Fair Lady, Man
and Superman, and John Bull's Other Island.
He received the Nobel Prize for Literature in
1925 after the success of his play Saint Joan,
and the Academy Award for Best Screenplay for
Pygmalion in 1938. Shaw died while pruning
an apple tree at Ayot St Lawrence, Hertfordshire,
England, on 2 November 1950. (Courtesy of
Portobello Heritage Society)

G.B. Shaw in his earlier years photographed by
the press. (Courtesy of Portobello Historical
Society)

10
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The butcher’s shop on Clanbrassil Street in 1984 which was once owned by Janie and Isaac
Goldwater. (Courtesy of Ray Rivlin, Jewish Ireland: A Social History)
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Rubinstein’s butcher’s shop in Clanbrassil Street after closure in 1980. (Courtesy of ‘Clanbrassil

Street 1’ by Sean Lynch & Holly O Brien)
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Leopold Bloom, the Jewish character at

the heart of James Joyce's novel Ulysses,
was born at 52 Clanbrassil Street. Today.
a plaque, unveiled during the Bloomsday
celebrations in 1982, commemorates this.
(Courtesy of ‘Clanbrassil Street 1’ by Sean
Lynch & Holly O'Brien)

Mayor of Dublin. No. 28 was the home of famous Irish sculptor John
Hughes, whose statue of Queen Victoria was transported to Australia, after
[rish independence was won.

We next turn right into Synge Street and at No. 33 we {ind the birthplace
of one of the great names of Irish letters, George Bernard Shaw. Shaw
spent the earlier part of his life here, and his experiences in this modest
middle-class home were to make an indelible imprint on his literary work.
Shaw was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1925 for his play, Saint
Joan. In 1993, the house was restored in all its Victorian glory and now
houses the Shaw Museum.

Heading back up Lennox Street, turn left up Kingsland Avenue and right
into Walworth Road. At No. 4 we find the Jewish Museum, which charts the
history of the Jewish community in Ireland. Part of this area was known as
Little Jerusalem. No. 1 is the birthplace of famous Irish actor, Barry Fitzgerald
(and his brother Arthur Shields) who made his debut in Hollywood at the age
of forty-nine. Fitzgerald appeared in such memorable films as How Green is
my Valley and The Quiet Man with John Wayne and Maureen O'Hara.

Turn left into Victoria Street and a right into St Kevin's Road and you will
find Bloomfield Avenue. A right turn will bring you to No. 33, the home of
[reland’s first Chief Rabbi, Isaac Herzog and his son Chaim Herzog, former
President of Israel.

Continue to the end of the street, turning left onto the South Circular
Road. Proceed to the junction called Leonard’s Corner and just around
the corner on No. 52 Upper Clanbrassil Street, you will see a plaque for
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- & heusedtolodge. (Courtesy of ‘Clanbrassil
R Street 1’ by Sean Lynch & Holly O’Brien)
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Introduction

Opposite, from top:

[rish author Brendan Behan in convivial form with American comedian Jackie Gleason in the
1950s. The Quare Fellow was Behan's first play, produced in 1954. The play is set in Mountjoy
Prison, Dublin. In 1962 the play was adapted for the screen by Arthur Dreifuss and starred
Patrick McGoohan, Sylvia Syms and Walter Macken. Some of the scenes were filmed at Upper
Clanbrassil Street/ Emmet Bridge. In the film, and to the music of ‘The Auld Triangle’ song, the
camera sweeps over the wet cobblestones of the bridge and over the Grand Canal. (Courtesy of
Portobello Heritage Society)

A 1956 Playbill for The Quare Fellow. (Courtesy of Portobello Heritage Society)

The famous writer Brendan Behan waving goodbye. Scenes from the film version of The Quare
Fellow were shot at Clanbrassil Street. (Courtesy of Dublin.ie Forums/Dan1919Breen)

Leopold Bloom as it was here that he was said to have lived in James Joyce's
Ulysses. The bridge you see before you, Robert Emmet Bridge, (in honour
of that great Irish patriot) was immortalised in a film version of Brendan
Behan's The Quare Fellow and, just around the corner on Windsor Terrace
we have Lock’s restaurant, where scenes from Christy Brown's My Left Foot
were shot. (Long before it became a restaurant, it was a sweet shop and the
basement which is now a wine cellar, was used as a look-out post for War of
[Independence volunteers because it was directly opposite the entrance to
Portobello Barracks just across the Grand Canal.)

Now retrace your steps back to the South Circular Road, heading
towards Camden Street. On the way, to your left, you will pass 30 Emorville
Avenue where James Joyce’s parents stayed at in 1881, betore moving to
Rathgar where James was born the following year. So it would appear that
James Joyce was conceived in Emorville Avenue! It is not surprising that
Portobello areas such as Emorville Square, Lombard Street West and St
Kevin's Parade are all mentioned in Ulysses.

Keep going until you find Heytesbury Street, again on your left, just before
the landmark St Kevin's church with its ornate stained-glass windows. No.
33 was the birthplace of Cornelius Ryan, author of The Longest Day, The
Last Battle and A Bridge Too Far. Turn right onto Grantham Street and right
again onto Synge Street. Here we find the Synge Street School run by the
Christian Brothers foundation with an array of past pupils including TV
presenters; Gay Byrne and Eamonn Andrews and actors; Noel Purcell and

Cyril Cusack. -

15
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An early portrait of James
Joyce, Zurich, 1919. (Courtesy
of Portobello Heritage Society)

Left: Cornelius Ryan moved to London in 1940 and

1 you Bave read all the accounts of D Day or none of them, ¥ you were in 3 WL r
the fighting or on the sidelines, you wil be speibound, o5 | was, by this became a war correspondent for the Daily Telegraph
mgnificent telling of a goribus and tragic story.” LL Gen. James Gavin . , e e : 3 y

DO the following year. He initially covered the air war
in Europe, flew along on fourteen bombing missions
and then joined General George S. Patton's Third
Army and covered its actions until the end of the
European war. In 1956 he began to write down
his Second World War notes for The Longest Day.
which tells the story of the D Day invasion of
Normandy. It was published three years later in
[ 959 and became an instant success. Ryan also
helped in the writing of the screen play for the film
of the same name.

Opposite, from top:

Early photograph of the interior of St Kevin's
church, Harrington Street, ¢. 1910. (Courtesy of
the National Library of Ireland)

Another view of the interior of St Kevin's church, c.
1910. (Courtesy of the National Library of Ireland)

16
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The Bleeding Horse pub in the 1950s with cyclists coming from Camden Street and moving
towards South Richmond Street and Portobello Bridge. (Courtesy of Portobello Heritage Society)
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Looking down Harcourt Street, c. 191(0). The railway station can be seen to right of tram.
(Courtesy of Dublin.ie Forums/ Bang Bang/ The National Library of Ireland)



Introduction

Selling newspapers at Harcourt Street railway station, ¢. 1900. (Courtesy of the National
Library of Ireland)

Turn left onto Grantham Street and left again onto Camden Street.
Across the road is the Bleeding Horse pub, which the Irish poet James
Clarence Mangan used to frequent. Head up Charlotte Way to Harcourt
Street, where you will find a large stone building which used to house
the Harcourt Street railway station. As we walk down Harcourt Street we
find No. 6, the residence from 1854 of Cardinal John Henry Newman,
the first rector of University College Dublin and No. 4, which was the
birthplace of Edward Henry Carson, the founder of modern unionism in

Northern Ireland.

And finally, if you have any energy left, cut across the top ol Harcourt

Street, via Adelaide Road, to Harcourt Terrace, and feast your eyes on this

unique and tranquil terrace of Regency houses, perpendicular to the Grand
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Above: This
photograph was taken in
1959, when they were
demolishing Adelaide
Road railway bridge
leading to Harcourt
Street station. (Courtesy
of Polito45/Dublin.ie
Forums)

Left: Harcourt Terrace
residents Michael
MacLiammoir (left)
and Hilton Edwards

in a scene from the
play Abdication,
shown at their Gate
Theatre, Dublin, 1948.
(Courtesy of Life/ Nat
Farbman/Time & Life
Pictures/Getty Images

20
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Above: A group of boys in uniform
marching at corner of Portobello
Bridge and Richmond Street South,
c. 1897-1904. Notice the little
girl standing on the kerb, watching,
and also the lifebelt on the ornate
lamp post. (Courtesy of |.]. Clarke/
National Library of Ireland)
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Right: A view of Clanbrassil

Street/ New Street in early 1960s.
(Courtesy of ‘Clanbrassil Street 1°
by Sean Lynch and Holly O Brien)

91
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Canal. Here you will find the homes of the Gate Theatre's Hilton
Edwards and Micheal Mac Liammoir, that of the artist Sarah
Purser, and the house where George Russell's (A) first production
of his play Deirdre was shown. Around the corner, in the shadow
of Charlemont Bridge, you will see the monument in honour of
writer Paul Smith. Then, you may wet your whistle in the Barge,
the Portobello, the Lower Deck, O’Connell’s, or the George Bernard
Shaw, or even the Bleeding Horse pub, betore you pop in to browse
in Christy Bird's antique emporium in Richmond Street. And then,
depending on your appetite, you might like something tasty from

the Aprile café, or just around the corner, an exotic pastry from
the Bretzel or a leisurely lunch in The Lennox. All in all, a very
promising amble around Dublin’s ‘Jewel in the Crown’, Portobello!

“This passage on the Walking Tour of Portobello was based on the
excellent material at the www.dublinlinks.com website, which is
well worth a visit.



JENKIN'S EAR
AND THE LIBERATOR

he name Portobello describes the stretch of the Grand Canal from

Robert Emmet Bridge to the bridge linking South Richmond Street

to Rathmines, and from the canal to the South Circular Road area
and Camden Street. Although usually referred to as Portobello Bridge,
the correct name for this bridge is La Touche Bridge, named after William
Digges La Touche, 1747-1803, scion of a prominent Dublin business
family and a director of the Grand Canal Company. Like the Portobello area
of London, Dublin’s Portobello was named after the capture by Admiral
Vernon in 1739 of Portobelo, Colon on Panama’s Caribbean coast, during
the conflict between the United Kingdom and Spain known as the War of
Jenkins's Ear. Its unusual name, coined by Thomas Carlyle in 1858, relates
to Robert Jenkins, captain of a British merchant ship, who exhibited his
severed ear in Parliament following the boarding of his vessel by Spanish
coast guardsin 1731. This affair and a number of similar incidents sparked
a war against the Spanish Empire.

The earliest written accounts we have of residents in the area date from
the eighteenth century. As the city spread southwards houses on the main
roads or in select by-roads such as Charlemont Mall overlooking the canal,
were occupied by the better-off citizens. This trend continued in the first
half of the nineteenth century, but with the development of the smaller
streets from around 1860 and finally the artisans’ dwellings, a mix of

25
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classes ended up in the area. By the beginning of the twentieth century,
the grand houses that had been erected along the Grand Canal had been
turned into poverty-stricken tenements, while more exclusive suburbs
such as Rathmines, Rathgar and Terenure became the havens of the rich.

From Grattan’s Parliament to the 1798 Rebellion

Henry Grattan (1746-1820) was amember of the Irish House of Commons
and a campaigner for legislative freedom for the Irish Parliament in the late
eighteenth century. In 1800, he opposed the Act of Union that merged the
Kingdoms of Ireland and Great Britain. He was honoured with the gift ot
a house and land in Portobello at the end of the eighteenth century by the
citizens of Dublin, for his tremendous work for legislative freedom, that
culminated in a separate Irish (Grattan's) Parliament of 1782.

Yet another association with Portobello is that of Lord Edward FitzGerald,
an Irish aristocrat and revolutionary. He was the titth son of the 15U Duke
of Leinster and the Duchess of Leinster (née Lady Emily Lennox). He was
born at Carton House, near Dublin and died of wounds received in resisting
arrest on charge of treason. Prior to his arrest, he lay concealed in one
of the small houses in Martin Street at the back of the Portobello Hotel,
following the failure of the 1798 Rebellion.

The Irish Rebellion of 1798 was an uprising lasting several months
against British rule in Ireland. The United Irishmen, a republican
revolutionary group influenced by the ideas of the American and French
revolutions, were the main organising force behind the rebellion. Mr
Madden, in his United Irishmen, says it was the house of a widow lady of the
name of Dillon, to whom Lord Edward was introduced by a Dr Lawless. Lord
Edward went by the name of Jameson, but his real name was discovered
by means of his boots, on the lining of which his titles were given at full
length. The first time he was concealed at Mrs Dillon’s he escaped detection,
and went away unharmed. He returned in May, when the pursuit after him
was becoming very keen. He arrived at Mrs Dillon’s, accompanied by his
faithful friends Dr Lawless and Cormick, the feather merchant. His clothes
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Left: Henry Grattan of Grattan's Parliament and Irish legislative
independence fame. He was awarded a house and land near Portobello
Bridge in honour of his sterling work in achieving Irish legislative
independence in the late eighteenth century. (Courtesy of Patrick
Comerford)

Below: The Irish House on Wood Street shortly before its demolition
showing a seventeen-figure frieze that depicted Henry Grattan's last
appeal in the Irish House of Commons before the passing of the Act
of Unionin 1800, surrounded by his friends in the Patriot Party
(Courtesy of Patrick Comerford)
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Lord Edward FitzGerald, the
Society of United Irishmen leader
of 1798 fame, had a hiding place
at Portobello harbour, in May
1798, at a house belonging to a
widow named Dillon in Martin
Street. (Courtesy of Portobello
Heritage Society)

were soiled with mud from having lain down in a ditch by the roadside until
some people passed.

Moore tells how Mrs Dillon was visiting a neighbour when the news
was brought to her that Miss FitzGerald of Ally had arrived. The poor

woman was so agitated that she fainted. Lord Edward's unguarded conduct

was always a source of great anxiety to his friends. ‘He would take no
precautions,” says Moore, ‘and scarcely a day passed without his having
company to dinner.’

He lett Mrs Dillon’s house on 1 3 May to proceed with plans for the general
rising in Dublin, which was fixed for the 23 May 1798. The tragedy of his
arrest and death quickly followed. On 18 May Town Major Henry C. Sirr led

a military party to a house in Thomas Street where Lord Edward was in bed

suftering from a fever. Alerted by the commotion, he jumped out of bed and,
ignoring the pleas of the arresting officers Major Swan and Captain Ryan
to surrender peacefully, FitzGerald stabbed Swan and mortally wounded
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Ryan with a dagger in a desperate attempt to escape. He was only secured
after Sirr shot him in the shoulder and was beaten unconscious by the rifle

butts of the soldiers.
He was conveyed to Newgate Prison, Dublin where he was denied proper
medical treatment. At the age of thirty-four he died of his wounds as the

rebellion raged outside on the 4 June 1798. He was buried the next day in
the cemetery of St Werburgh's church, Dublin.

The Bold Rebert Emmet

Robert Emmet (1778-1803) was an Irish nationalist, orator and
rebel leader born in Dublin. He led a rebellion against British rule in
1803 and was captured, tried and executed for high treason. After the
1798 Rising, Robert Emmet was involved in reorganising the defeated
United Irish Society. In April 1799, a warrant was issued for his arrest,
and he escaped and soon after travelled to the Continent, in the hope
of securing French military aid. His efforts were unsuccessful, and he
returned to Ireland in October 1802. In March the following year, he
began preparations for another rising. The rising went ahead in Dublin
on the evening of 23 July 1803.

Above left: Robert Emmet was honoured on two Irish postage stamps issuedin 1953,
commemorating the 150th anniversary of his death. (Courtesy of Portobello Heritage Society)

Above right: The trial of Irish patriot Robert Emmet, 180 3. (Courtesy of Portobello Heritage
Society)

27
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Failing to seize Dublin Castle, which was lightly defended, the rising
amounted to a large-scale riot in the Thomas Street area. Emmet
personally witnessed a dragoon being pulled from his horse and piked
to death, the sight of which prompted him to call off the rising to avoid
further bloodshed. However, he had lost all control of his followers and in
one incident, the Lord Chief Justice of Ireland, Lord Kilwarden, reviled as
chief prosecutor of William Orrin 1797, but also the judge who granted
habeas corpus to Wolfe Tone in 1798, was dragged from his carriage and
hacked to death. Sporadic clashes continued into the night until finally
quelled by the military at the estimated cost of twenty military and fifty
rebels dead.

‘Let No Man Write My Epitaph’

Emmet went into hiding but, on 25 August 1803, he was captured near
Clanbrassil Street Bridge. He had been attempting to continue to see his
sweetheart, Sarah Curran of Rathfarnham, and in so doing had put his
own life at risk. When captured, he had on his person loveletters from
Sarah, but he refused to give up her name. On 19 September, Emmet was
tried for treason, a trial in which the case of the Crown was assisted by
Emmet’s own barrister, Leonard Macnally, who agreed to sabotage his own
case in return for £200 and the promise of a pension.

Following the judgment, Emmet gave the following speech from the
dock, which has since become a classic of Irish oratory:

Let no man write my epitaph; for as no man who knows my motives dare now
vindicate them, let not prejudice or ignorance, asperse them. Let them and me rest in
obscurity and peace, and my tomb remain uninscribed, and my memory in oblivion,
until other times and other men can do justice to my character. When my country

takes her place among the nations of the earth, then and not till then, let my epitaph

be written.
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Clanbrassil Street Bridge was rebuilt and renamed Robert Emmet Bridge in

his honour in the 1930s and a bronze plaque commemorating him is set in
stone on the bridge itself.

The Great Liberator

The Portobello area was also linked to the successful struggle for Catholic
Emancipation (1829) and the subsequent movement for Repeal of the

Act of Union (1801). The site of Richmond Gaol on the South Circular
Road, near Leonard’s Corner, was originally known as Grimswoods

Nurseries. The first buildings on the site were those of a Remand
Prison or Bridewell. Begun in 181 3 by the architect Francis Johnston,
it was built to relieve pressure on the Newgate Prison, Dublin. On the
re-organisation of the government following Thomas Drummond’s
appointment in 1835 as Under Secretary for Ireland, it became a male
penitentiary. ‘Cease to do evil; learn to do well’, was the motto over the
door of the Richmond Bridewell.

One of the most famous occupants of Richmond Gaol was ‘“The Liberator’,
Daniel O'Connell, together with his son John. Once Catholic Emancipation
was achieved in 1829, O'Connell campaigned for repeal of the Act of
Union, which in 1801 had merged the Parliaments of the Kingdom of
Great Britain and the Kingdom of Ireland to form the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Ireland. In order to campaign for Repeal, O’Connell set
up the Repeal Association. He argued for the re-creation of an independent
Kingdom of Ireland to govern itself. The main weapon of the Association
was the ‘Monster Meeting’, which were held with some 100,000 people in
attendance. These meetings were finally banned by the British authorities,
and O’Connell complied for fear that there would be bloodshed. The end of
meetings, however, spelt the end of the movement, though it did lead to the
foundation of the Young Ireland movement in its stead. Daniel O'Connell
died in 1847, and was buried in Glasnevin Cemetery.

O'Connell’s philosophy and career have inspired leaders all over the
world, including Mahatma Gandhi and Martin Luther King. Honore de
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Right: The Liberator Daniel O'Connell
was imprisoned in Griffith Barracks in
1844. (Courtesy of Portobello Heritage
Society)

Below: The Liberator Daniel O'Connell
is honoured on the first commemorative
stamps of Ireland, issuedin 1929,
(Courtesy of Portobello Heritage
Society)
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Balzac wrote, ‘Napoleon and O'Connell were the only great men the 19th
century had ever seen.’

The gaol later became Wellington Barracks, then, with Irish
Independence, Griffith Barracks, and is now home to Ireland’s largest

private college, Gritfith College.

The Fenians

Richmond Gaol was also linked to prominent Irish Nationalist leaders such
as William Smith O’Brien and Thomas Francis Meagher. James Stephens
(founder of the IRB) and ‘Honest’ Tom Steele, were among its famous
historical prisoners.



Jenkin's Ear and the Liberator

O

.
*Nl-e-r; S
e A
e

T

Wellington Barracks/Griffith Barracks, c. 1900. (Courtesy of the National Library of Ireland)

View of Wellington Barracks/Griffith Barracks from Clanbrassil Bridge (now Emmet) over the
Grand Canal, c. 1900. Gordon's Fuel Merchants, still trading, can be seen in the foreground.
(Courtesy of the National Library of Ireland)
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Parnell in the witness box during the Special

Commission investigating alleged links
between Parnellism and crime. (Courtesy
of drawing by R. Taylor, Illustrated London
News, 11 May 1889)
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A print of Harry Kernoff's woodcut showing Irish
1916 Rising leader, James Connolly. Woodcut shows
Connolly with Irish Citizen Army (ICA) behind.
Renowned artist Harry Kernoff lived and had his
studio in 13 Stamer Street, Portobello. (Courtesy

of Peter Geojfrey of Collectibles Corner/ Maurice
Curtis)

With the end of the American Civil Warin 1865, the Fenian Brotherhood

in America sent its most trusted military officer, Captain Thomas Kelly,

home to Ireland to assess the prospects for a Rising, and to advise on

military matters. By summer 1865, John Devoy was convinced that the

time was ripe for a rising. The Feni

an chief, James Stephens, was captured

in Dublin. However, Kelly, with John Devoy and others, rescued Stephens

irom Richmond Gaol, much to the consternation of Dublin Castle. Kelly

then arranged their harrowing escape from Ireland, via a collier to

Kilmarnock in Scotland, thence by rail to London, and from there to Paris

and ultimately to America. Another distinguished inmate was the Lord
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Mayor of Dublin, Timothy Daniel Sullivan, who was arrested for publishing
The Nation, an Irish nationalist newspaper, in 1887.

In 1887 the gaol was transferred to the War Department. The additions
and extensions were completed by 11 November 1893 but prior to that,
In summer 1892, a battalion of the Royal Munster Fusiliers was in
occupation. In this era it was known as Wellington Barracks after the
Duke of Wellington, an Irishman responsible for the defeat of Napoleon at
Waterloo, and whose monument stands in Dublin’s Phoenix Park. During
the First World War it was used as a recruiting and training centre for many
of the Irish soldiers who fought in that war.

The 1860s: Hot Air and Cyanide

Another barracks, on the opposite bank of the Grand Canal and within view
of Wellington Barracks is Portobello Barracks, now Cathal Brugha Barracks.
[t was constructed between 1810 and 1815, and has been in continual use
since then. In 1817, William Windham Sadlier successfully flew in a hot air
balloon from Portobello Barracks to Holyhead in North Wales.

An early picture of Portobello Barracks, c. 1910. (Courtesy of the National Library of Ireland)
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In 1867, at the time of the Fenian Uprising, security was stepped up,
and an innocent young resident of Bloomfield Avenue, walking his dog
in the vicinity, was accused of breaking and entry. He had a hard time
explaining away the gun and eighteen bullets he had in his pocket, but he
was acquitted of any wrongdoing.

The barracks was the scene of a sensational murder on 27 December
1873, when the body of Gunner Colin Donaldson was found slumped
across the bed of Anne Wyndford Marshall, in the apartment she shared
with her husband. He had been poisoned with Hydrogen cyanide, which
Mrs Marshall had purchased a few days previously. The inquest on 8
January 1874 heard that Donaldson and Marshall had had disagreements
on several occasions but ended up on good terms. Although the evidence
was stacked against her, at her trial on 10 February the jury found Mrs
Marshall not guilty.

The 1916 Rising and the War of Independence

During the Easter Rising in 1916, the Irish Citizen Army sent a group of
men to seize a delaying position at Portobello Bridge, to allow fortifications
to be constructed in the city centre. They were led by a James Joyce (not
the author) who worked in Davy’s Bar near the bridge; the bar was to be
used as a military outpost. When his unit burst in, Davy, the bar owner,
sacked Joyce, giving him one week's notice. Joyce then told Davy he had five
minutes to get out!

Murder of Sheehy-Skeffington

During the Easter Rising, members of the British 111 East Surrey
Regiment at Portobello Bridge arrested Francis Sheehy-Skeffington on 25
April 1916 for no apparent reason, while he was returning to his home in
Rathmines. He was taken to Portobello Barracks, where he was held as an
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