






iwJ.

a H A

;t :j'^'-a

.^A

"Ifi'J dfl mod />? ,fif ?Tlf.!f>| ?rf| nsrn^ldoH'

u-ll



THE

LIFE
AND

ADVENTURES
O F T H E

Lady LUCV,
The Daughter of an Irrjh Lord, who

marry'd a German Officer^ and was by

him carry'd into Flanders^ where he

became jealous of her and a young

Nobleman his Kinfman, whom he killM,

and afterwards \th her wounded and
h\^ with Child in a Foreft.

O F

The ilrange Adventures that befel both him
and her afterwards, and the wonderful Man-
ner in which they met again, after living

eighteen Years afunder.

By Mrs, Aubin.

l^ Q N T> O -N :

Printed for J. Darby, A. Be ttes worth,
F. F A Y R A M, J. P E M B E R T O N, C. R I V I N G-
T o N, J. H o o K E, F. C L A Y, J. B A T L E Y, and
E. S Y M 6 N, M.DCCXXyj.





(V)

T O

The Right Honourable

THE

Lord COL ERAIN.

My Lord,

T has hitherto been my
ftudy to endeavour to

^^__j difcourage Vice, and

culcate Virtue, in the Minds of

thofe, who, either out of Curio-

fity^ or good Nature;, read my
A3 Novels,

in
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Novels, the amufements of fomc

melancholy Hours 5 and I always

dedicate them to fuch Perfons,

as both by their Quality and ^ixr

tues, are an awe to the Vicious,

and bright Examples for the Vir- "«

tuous to imitate. For thefe

Reafons, I firft prefum'd to make

choice of my Lady to patronize i

my JSohle Slaves^ and now of >

your Lordfliip for the injured

Lady Lticy 5 for you are not

only defcended of an antient and

truly noble Family, but are in j

your Life and Manners, juft, ^

and fober, neither addided to be

a Votary to Fo7itis or Bacchus.

You wifely avoid all kinds of

Folly and Excefs, which undo

the Mind and Body, and in a

fweetRetirement pafs thofe Hours

in Converfation with the Learn-

ed
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ed Dead, which others pafs^lfc

Folly and Debauchery. You arer^

without Flattery, a juft and im-

partial Magiftrate, a kind Friend,

and a fincere Chriftian : Thele

Qualitys have made you Provi-^^^

deuce's care, during your Travel#^

abroad, where you have view'd

the glorious Remains of Anti-

'

quity 5 and all your Friends zxt^'

pleaied and joy d to fee you fafe%

returned to England. For my-
own part, I could think of no--

better way of manifePdng my Sa«^^^

tisfaclion and Refped, than hf'i

offering this little Prefent to your

Lordfhip : the Adventures of the

unfortunate Lady which it con-"^

tains, will move your CompaP ^

fion 3 and her deliverance froiTi'^^'

Death, and reconciliation v/ith''^''

her Husband, your Admiration,

and

V

V
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and I doubt not but you will

be agreeably diverted for fome

Hours 5 and your Name being

plac'd at the entrance of the Book,

will be a fufficient Recommen-
dation of it to the good and vir-

tuous part of this Nation. I

hope your Lordfliip will accept

it kindly, and do me the honour

to believe, that the Friendfliip

my Lady and You have been

pleas'd to ftiow for my Husband

and me, (hall always be remem-

bred with the raoft grateful Senle

imaginable, by

Tot^r Lordjljifs

Sincereji Friend^

and obliged humble Servant,

Penelope Aubin.
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THE

PREFACE
TO THE

READER.
HIS is the fifth Attempt
that I have made of this na-

ttire^ to ejitertain the ^ub*
lick, and not with ill Sue-

cefs ; which has encouraged me to

proceed. The Story I here prefent to

the World is very extraordina?y, and
I fear my own Sex will now be dif-

pleased with me, for Henrietta^ Sto^

ry ; but I was obliged to follow Truth,

and
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and I hope that one ill Woman^ ^-

mongfl a great many others ofjingular

Virtue^ will be no injury to the good
Opnion which I wouldfain perjuade
all my own Sex to deferve^ and Man-
kind to have of us^ who are the fole

Authors of our being wicked, when-
ever we are Jo. But let me give this

Word of Advice to the vicious Wo-
man ; let her Station be ever fo great

and high in the Worlds nay, let her

Crimes be ever fo well concealedfrom
human Eyes ; yet, like Henrietta, foe

will be unfortunate in the End, and
her "Death, like hers, will be accom-

panied with Terrors^ and a bitter

Repentance /hall attend her to the

Grave : Whiljt the virtuous Jhall

look "Dangers in the face unmov'^d^

and putting their whole truft in the

Divine Providence, jhall be delivered,

even by miraculous Means ; or dying

with comfort, he freed from the Mi-
ferys of this Life, and go to tajle

eternal Repofc. ;y^tv m» ^•

/ hope that my own Nation,

can furnijb a great many Women
of
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of all degrees^ whofe CharaSiers

and Virtues are unquejlionable : And
I mtreat all marryd Men to con-

JideVr from AlbertusV Story^ the dan^

gerous Ejfe£is of Jealoujy, and not

to give credit to Aj>^earances^ but

to examine well into the Truth of
Things^ before they treat a Wifeun--
kindlyy or abandon her ; for we are

'very often deceiv'd^ and condemn the

innocent^ whilji we love and carefs

the guilty. Let us be always tender

of other "People's Charactersy and not
only flow to condemn^ but apt to for--

give overjights in both Sexes^ that

we may both live and die like Chrif-
tians ; and let him who has done any
thing revengeful like Albertus, like

him repent and make atonement for
his Crimesy and not fleep fupinely in-

a Miftrefs's Arms^ and fafs the time
in Luxury and Folly ^ till T)eath over-

takes and /hatches him away^ to ren^

der an Account of his "Deeds at the

great Tribunal above ^ from whence
no appeal can be made. We Englifli

are neither revengeful nor cruel, and
therefore

3
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therefore need not fear fuch treat-

ment from our Husbands^ as thefoor
Lady Lucy met withal : from her'sjiet

we ought not to be lefs cautious than
the Ladys of other Nations^ ofgiving
jujt occafion^ of Jealoujy^ for fear of
ruining our felves and Familys ; and
^tis a foor Excufe to fay we have
unkind Husbands,when wefrove falfe

our felves^ tho I own a Husband's
cruelty often occafions a JVife'^s tn-

conjiancy, I wifh both Sexes would
amend their Lives,which would be the

greatcjl Satisfaction of their devoted

Servant.

Pen. Aubin-
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THELIFE
AND

ADVENTURES
OF THE

Lady Z, £7 Cf.
N the Reign of King Charles

I the Second, there liv'd in the

moft fertile Kingdom of Hiher-

niUy and in the Province of 111-

fier^ a noble Lord, the laft of

a truly, antient and illuftrious Family. This

Lord had only one fair darling Daughter by

his Lady, who was a Woman endow 'd

with every Virtue Man could wifh for, but

of a very tender Conflitution, fo that (be

feldom went from home ; but there (lie ma-
tt ag'd all things Vith fuch Care and Dif-

cretion, as made her Family entirely happy.

B Her



2 The Adwnttires of
Her Friends v/ere ail receiv'd with fujch

good Nature and Civility, were ftill fo

treated and carefs'd^ that every Vifit which
they j)aid her and her Lord render'd them
fiill more dear to them, and none went
thence without admiring and loving them ;

nor w ere their Gates ever fhut againft the

Poor, or Relief deny 'd to the hungry Tra-
veller. Their Vailals and Domefticks fo

lovM and refpeded them, that they per-

formed their Duties with Alacrity and
Pleafure.

ThelittleLady LUCT waslook'don by
her fond Parents as their greateft Trea-
fure, and fo indeed flie was ,• for fhe had
both a Soul and Body form'd to pleafe.

She was born in the Year idyo. and for

her Education nothing was fpared : At
the Age of thirteen flie could do every

thing that became he Sex and Quality.*

She was tall, and exquidtely (liap'd; her

Hair was black as Jet, and her fparkling

Eyes were full of Fire and MajeAy \ her

Skin was fair, and white as new fallen

Snowj and every Feature of her fine oval

Face was full of Sweetnefs : She was in

£ne a perfed Beauty. She fpoke Frenchy Lw
tin^ and her native Language perfe(5lly ;

/lie dancM and fung exceeding well, play'd

on the Lute and Harpficord, and iis'd her

Needle with as great Dexterity as if /lie

had been Minerva s favourite Scholar. Vir-

tue
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tue and Prudence govern'd all her Words
and Adions ; for (he had folid Senfe.

Thus her indulgent Parents thought

themfelves doubly bled in fuch a Child,

and hop'd that'(he would make them truly

happy : But alas ! all earthly Bleffings are

deceitful, and true Happinefs is never

found but in the Grave. After the Revolu-
tion this peaceful Kingdom was turned to a

bloody Theatre ,• a cruel War, and unex-

pected Change in Church and State, alter'd

the face of things ; and this unhappy Lord,
taking the late Monarch/s Part, was kill'd,

and the vidorious Party enter'd his CaRle,
and there comniirred ("jch Hodilities as are

cuflomary on the like Occaiions. But ic

fo happen'd, that the Party of Soldiers

who performM this Deed were commanded,
by a German Captain, who was at that

time in King Williams Service, a very fine

Gentleman, a Man nobly born, and a Ro-
man Catholick, as the Lady Lucy and her
Mother alfo were. The Nam.e of this

fine OiHcer was Le^jjis Augiiflus Alhertus; he
was not quite thirty Years of Age, hfs

Perfon was every way agreeable, his Face
was handfome, and had an Air of Ma-
jefly,- he wanted no Accomplidiment to
make him a complete Gentleman. He
enter a the Caflle at the head of his Com-
pany, and coming into the Chamber where

B 3 the
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the affrighted young Lady, and her af-

flided Mother were retir'd, he beheld
them with much Surprize and Compaf-
fion ,• they both threvv themfelves at his

Feet, and the old Lady, vvhofe whole Con-
cern was now for her Daughter, her Lord
being kili^d, thus addrefs'd her felf to

him :
*' See here, brave Stranger, the moil

*' wretched Woman breathing, and a Vi^-
*' gin by my fide the moft innocent and
*' helplefs oi her Sex ; Death would now
*^ be moll welcome to us both, but we
*' are forbid to feek it by unlawful Means*
" Oh ! injure not her Virtue, nor fuffef
*^ the outrageous Soldiers to commit any
*' Violences on our Perfons; fpare her
*^ tender Years, and pity my declining
'^ Age -y you doubtlefs had a Mother,
*^ noble as my felf, your Face, your Mein
'' fpeak your Defcent : If you are fuch
^^ as you appear to be, proted us from
*' thofe Ills which we dread ten times more
*^ than Death ; if we mufl be ftripp'd of
*' all that we poffefs, and turn'd out naked
" to the World, depriv'd of ail the Ne-
*^ ceffaries of this Life, yet at leaft do not
" permit our Perfons to be abus'd, and
*' let not my darling Child be ruinM ;

** give me your word to fecure us from
'' their brutal Luft and Fury, or generoufly

" plunge your Sword into our otfer'd

*' Bofoms,
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" Bofoms, and put an end to all our
*^ Miferies " Here a Flood of Tears put

a flop to her Difcourfe, and Excefs of Grief

bereft her of all Speech : and here the

charming Lucy feizing his Hand, made
him turn his admiring Eyes upon her love-

ly Face, where Fear and Modefty feem'd

to difpute, where every Charm was found
that could engage a Heart, a Face that

w^as able to melt the moil obdurate Tyrant
into Mercy and CompafTion ; the Tears
drop'd from her fhining Eyes, which had
till then been bent upon the Floor, and
with a ttembling Voice fhe utter'd thefe

foft Words to him: " Yes, noble Stranger,
*' I am prepared to meet even Death it
*^ felf rather than yield to Infamy ; but
" fpare my noble virtuous Mother's Life,
" which doubtlefs Grief will foon put a
** Period to ; and tho we are a ruin'd
" Prince's Friends, and of a Religion dif-
*^ ferent from yours, (as fure we are)
*^ fince you are engag'd in fuch a Caufe,
** yet let our tender Sex, and deplorable
" Condition, move your Pity.'* Our ge-
nerous Soldier was fo raviOi'd with her
Face and Tongue, he could fcarce recoi-
led himfelf enough to take her up from
the Ground ; Love feiz'd his Soul, and
he forgot how neccflary his Prefence was
to put a ftop to the mercile& Soldiers

B 4 Fury?
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Fury : but recovering himfelf, he took
her in his Arms and bid her not fear, he
v-'ould prcteft her with his Life and For-
tune, and run all Hazards to fecure her
and her virtuous Mother. '' I am, faid
*' hey a. Chrillian and a Gentleman, an
*' Enem.y to Violence and Cruelty, to
*' which the inhuman Cuftom of War
**^ -enures the harden'd Soldier ; I would
*' conquer, but not deflroy orabufe my
*^ Enemies ; follow me and none /Iiall

"harm you." He took her by the Hand,
her Mother following, and calling for his

Lieutenant, gave orders that the Soldiers

fbould give over all Hollilitics, and leave

the Caftle. But alas 1 they had already

done all the Mifchief that was polTible,

gutted the Apartments, beat the Servants,

killed fome and wounded others^ fo that

nothing was left worth their carrying

away, and none but an old Steward, who
bad liv'd above forty Years in the Fa-
mily, and a Servant Maid, who w^aited on

the young Lady, remained able to follow

their poor Ladies to the Captain^s Qiiar-

ters ; to which he brought them, with

their Hoods pulTd down over their Faces.

He gave them his own Chamber, and
left them for fome Minutes to go and give

Orders to his Company. In his Abfence,

the poor old Steward proposed to his Ladies

bis Son*s Houfe, in a Sea-Port fome Miles
diilanr.
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diftant, to retreat to, if the Officer

would confeut to it: He was a rich Far-

mer, and had marryM a Maid who had
w^aited on the old Lady in her Childhood,

a faithful Servant to the Family. Here
they hop'd they might be.conceard for

fome time, till an Opportunity could be
found for them to get off into France or

Holland, where they might live with fecu-

rity of their Lives and Liberties ,* and
they had wifely fecur'd fiich a Qiiantity

of Plate, Jewels and Money, (which they

had, by the Advice of their prudent Lord,
bury'd in a Field near the Caftle before he
went out to the Army, to which none
W'-ere privy but this old Steward and his

Lady) as would provide fufficiently for

them in any Country, in cafe they could
find Means to carry it off; which they
doubted not they fhould do, if they could
be conceafd till the Troubles were a little

oyer.

The Ladies approved of the good old
Man's Offer ; and the Captain returning,

they acquainted him with their Defign ;

he readily "agreed to it, and promis'd to

adirt them with Horfes and a cover'd Wag-
gon, to convey them thither, with what-
ever could be found remaining in the Caf-
tle for their Ufe : but they did not at this

time let him into the Secret of the Trea-
flire that was hid. He gave them a hand-

B 5 fom
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fom Supper ; but alas. Grief had fo feiz'd

their Spirits that they could not eat ; he
6id all he was able to comfort them, and
fail'd not to make his PalTion known to the

young Lady, by a thoufand amorous Sighs

and tender Expreilions, giving her to un-

derftand, that he was of the fame Reli-

gion as her felf, and could make her both
great and happy, if flie would yield to

be his, and go with him into Germany*

To all this the young Lady gave little

anfwer, yet Ihew'd no Diflike ; and the

old Lady prudently receiv'd his OfFers

with much Civility : for alas, to Perfons

\vho were in fucb a Circumftance, it was
the greatefl good Fortune to meet with
fuch a Man, and fuch an Otfer ,• yet fl^e

doubted much of his Sincerity, eonfider-

ing he thought them ruin'd. Beds were
provided for them and their two Servants

by his Order. And now being retir'd,

the old Lady and her Dafighter pad the

Night without Sleep, rede^ting ,on their

Misfortunes, and confulting together on
what was next to be done.

At break of Day the brave Captain

}(nock'd at their Chamber Door, and de-

fir'd they would make hafte to rife, for he

had provided all things proper for their

Departure, and fear'd leil a part of the

Army fbould ccme up, and fo render their

going thence difficult and more dangerous :

They
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They immediately got their Clothes on>

and open'd the Door to him, returning him

a thoufand Thanks for his Care of them

:

he embraced and affur'd them nothing

fhould be wanting on his part, to (hew

the Love and Refped he had for them j

and he promis'd that he would come to^

them as foon as ever he could get leave

from his Colonel to put his Company into

Quarters, and leave them. H^e had early

this Morning Tent tv/o of his Soldiers to

the Caftle, to bring thence whatever

Clothes and Linen they could find remain-

ing fit for their ufe ;' and he had alfo recei-

ved many things of that kind from feme
of his Company, who had plunder^, and

now brought tl^em to him, for which he

gratify'd them yith fome Money out of

his own Pockei^s. All he had got toge-

ther was put up into a Waggon he had

provided : And now they were at a lofs

for nothing, but only how to get the T^ea-
fureoutof the Field, and that they dar'd

not to attempt whilft the Soldiers were
ranging about the place ; fo they took

leave with much Civility on both fides^

and fet out for the good Farmer's Houfe,
at which they arrivM the next Morning,
having traveli'd all that Day and Nighty
being guarded by four Soldiers within five

Miles of the place, to whom the old Lk-
dy gave two Guineas, when ftie difmift

them.
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them. Tlie good Farmer received them
with fuch Refped, and in fuch a Man-
ner, as fpake his Honefty and Grati-
tude;; he remember'd that he had been
brought up in that noble Lady's Fami-
ly, that he ow'd all to his dead Lord's
and her Bounty, bad been educated and
ncurifhed by them, and that the Lands
and Houfe he now pcilefsM, were gain'd

in their Service : Wis honefl: Wife ^^aited

on and ferv'd them as became her : And
here they remained for fome time in quiet^

and had time to digeft their Sorrows and
change of Fortune.

Three Nights after their Arrival there,,

the old Steward and his Son return'd with
a cover'd Waggon to the Caftle, and
brought thence fome Furniture that was
left there, and the rich Treafure, which
they took up out of the place in which it

was bury 'd in the dead of the Night, and

plac'd in a Bag cf Hay in the Waggon.
They carry'd Letters of Thanks to the

Captain from the Ladies, by whofe m.eans

they pad unmclefled, and return'd in fafe-

ty with his Anfwers in two Epiftles,

the mofl: refpc6tful and amorous that Man
could write.

During the Ladies abode in this place,

there happened fome very extraordinary

Accidents;^ which 'tis neceffary we (hould

relate,
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relate, for the better underHandiog of the

Sequel cf this Hiftory.

The Farmer's Houfe, which they were
in, was near a Wood, and about two Miles
diftant from the Sea ; along the Shore and
in the Wood there v^ ere only a few Cot-
tages, and no Inhabitants of note ; the

Houfe \v2s very melancholy and lonely,

as to its Situation i and the poor Ladies,

who V ere not us'd to live in fuch a place,

nor with fo few Attendants, flartled at

every Noife, and could not get one found
Sleep. One Evening, jiifl at the clofe of

the Day, a young Gentleman in a Pea-
fant's Habit, booted and fpur'd, came
into the Court- yard bleeding, and wound-
ed in the Body and Arm jn three places ,*

his Looks fliew 'd that he had been extreme-
ly frighted, and that he was fled from
fome place, where he had been fo ill treat-

ed, \\ith the utmoft fpeed, for the Sweat
trickled doM'n his Face : he met the good
Farmer, who was paffing the Yard, and
catching him. by the Arm, fainted before

he could utter one Word; the good na*
tur'd Man call'd to one of his Men, who
help'd to bring him into the Houfe, where
they placM him in a Chair, and brought
him to Wivdkl^ with f me pains. Then they
ask'd him who he was, and how he came
in that Condition ? He defir'd them to

haften to get a Surgeon for his Wounds,
and
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and be fatisfy'd that he was a Gentleman
able to reward them for their Trouble,
and ask no farther as to his Name and
Qiiality. They bowM, and one of the

Farmer's Men immediately took a Horfc
and went for a Surgeon, who liv'd feven

Miles oft', there being none that lived near-

er. Mean time the Farmer and his Wife
put the Gentleman into a warm bed, and
did what they could to hinder his Wounds
from bleeding ; and the old Lady having

fome Skill, the Farmer's Wife ran to ac-

quaint her with the Matter, and beg'd

her affiflance ; fhe readily went along with
her to the Chamber, and was in the grea-

teft Surprize imaginable to find that it

was the young Lord — , her . own
"Nephew, who was reported to have been
kill'd at the fatal Battel of the Boyne :

Good Heavens, fa id fhe, by vohat Miracle

ivere you prefervd alive, and how came you

herey and in this Condition ? I am, fa id he,

overjoy'd^ my dear Aunty to fee you, but am
fo faint I cannot fatisfy your Defires at this

time. The good Lady got what fhe could

to drefs his Wounds, and did it fo well,

that the Surgeon at his Arrival approved

of what (lie had done ,• and on fearching

his Wounds thought them not dangerous.

The next Morning both the Ladies came
to breakfaft v irh him in his Chamber, and
then he related his Adventures in this man-
ner. CHAP.
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CHAP. II.

I
Need not tell you, Madam, faid he^

who I am, fince I have the honour to

be (c nearly related to you ; but as to what
is of the greateft Concern to me, you are

yet a Stranger ; which is my Love to a

young Lady to whom I have been engaged
ever fince I was a Student in the College at

Dublin- Her Name you are well acquaint-

ed with, fhe w^as the Daughter of Sir Wtl-

Ham ——- ^ I us'd to vifit at her Father's,

and her Brother and I contraded fo great a

Friendfhip, that we were fcarce ever a-

funder, till the fatal Day when we were
parted m tlie Battle, where I faw him fall

wounded from his Horfe, and by a glori-

ous Death crown the Adions of a well-

fpent Life, whofe Lofs I fliall ever mourn.

I courted the fair Henrietta by bis Confenr,

and was fo happy as to gain her Love : My
elder Brother was then living, as you know

;

and her Father, who could give her a great

Fortune, at that time was kept a Stranger

to our Love, for fear he fliould not approve

of it. We had all the Opportunitys of fee-

ing each other that we could defire, by mpy

generous Friend's means ; and at laft made
the
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the mofl facred Promifes to be only one

another's. Bat the dreadful Hour of our

Separation was at hand, when we lead ex-

pected it, I was fent to travel, and fhe

was carry'd over to Englandy to fee the

Splendor of the EfigUJh Court and Nation.

She went thither before I went to France^

but I want Words and Strength to exprefs

what we felt at parting, and in what a

moving manner we took leave of one ano-

ther : We made a thoufand Vows and Pro-

teflations to be conftant. In lefs than two
Years after I was recali'd by the Death of

my elder Brother ; the Letters found me in

Italy^ where I had received feverai Letters

from my dear Miftrefs, who was returned

from England. I pofled home, big w^ith

Expedation of poileiling both her, and a

great Eftate : But alas ! I cam.e too late,*

the unfortunate Henrietta had broken all

her Vows, and been prevail'd on by her

Father to marry an old wealthy Knight,

who was turned of threefcore : His vaft

Eftate prevailed, and he confented to take

her with half the Portion that her Fa-

ther prcpofed to give her with another ; To

that her younger Siller obtainM a more no-

ble Match by this Augmentation of her

Fortune. The jealous Knight foon left

Duhlin with this rich Prize, and carry 'd her

down to his Caftle m this Province, where

he kept her immured from almoft all Com-
pany,
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pany, fuffering her to take no DIverfioiis,

but what his own GardenSj and his wretch-

ed felf could afford her. They foon be-

came very rniferable, for ilie grew to hate

and loath him, and beh.eld him rather as

her GzoIqv than her Flusband ; and (he

treated him fo coldly, that he became jea-

lous oF every Man that approached her,

even of his own Domefticks; and grew fo

enraged, becaufe (he did not prove with

Child, that he would not fiiffer her out of

his Sight. Grief and Vexation threw her

into a languifhing Diftemper, which made
it feared that a Confumption would follow,

and put an end to this Tragedy. As foon

as I came afhore zt Dublin, I asked after my
dear Henrietta, and was informed of all

thefe Particulars : I need not tell you each

Word wounded my Soul, and was like a

Poniard to my Heart. I could neither

fleep by night, or tafte of any Pleafures by
day : Sometimes I deteded her Falfhood,

and refolved to forget her ,• but alas 1 in

vain I (Irove to conquer a Paffion thafhad
mingled with my Soul, and reigned in e-

very Vein : I loved her as much as ever,

and Pity blew the raging Flame : I could

not live without a Si:^ht of her, yet knew
not how to get an Opportunity to fend or

fpeak to her. I difparched my Atiiirs with

all the Speed imaginable, and afier having

taken poflefTion of my Ellate, I pretended

to
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to make a Voyage to England ; and having

taken leave of my Friends, I left DubliUy

and my home, with only two Servants ;

and having fent Difgiiifes for us to an Inn

about twenty Miles onward of the Way
towards ray fair one's Caftle, I mounted
on Horfeback with my Servants, and went
to the Inn, where we lay that Nighty and
the next Morning having put on our Dif-

guifes, which were the Habits of Pea-
sants, we were fo drefs'd, that no Perfon

could have guefs'd us to be any other : Our
clouted Shoes, coarfe Coats, Leather Dou-
blets and Breeches, old Hats, falfe Hair,

and coarfe Linnen, made us look like the

veryeft Country Louts that ever Man be-

held. Thus accoutred, having in the Port-

manteaus behind my Servants put what
Habits I fliould have occafion for, and Mo-
ney, being all well arm'd, we proceeded
on our Journey, and reached Dundalk^ with-
out any Accident; there 1 left our Horfes
and Portmanteaus, and thence we went and
lodg'd at a Village within a Mile of the

Cafile. It was dusk when we enter'd this

Place, and I writ a Letter to this Eflfed to

my dear Henrietta, and fent one of my Ser-

vants with it : I told her that I was come
on purpofe thither to feek an opportunity

to d\Q at her Feet; that I forgave her Falf-

hoodj and lov'd her more than ever ; and
tkat I would run all Hazards to take her

out
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out of that Slavery to which her Father's

Avarice, and her own Imprudence had fub-

]^dit<^ her, in cafe Hie was willing ; that I

conid not live without a Sight of her ,• and

in iine, that I conjur'd her by all our paft

Vows and mutual Endearments, to find

fome means to let me fee her ; in order to

which I rnform'd her of the Place and Dif-

guife I was in. I fent my Servant away
with this Letter fo foon as it was finiihed ;

he W2S acquainted with a Maid-Servant in

the Family, and by that means got Admit-

tance into the CafHe, where he lay all

Night with one of the Men Servants, at

the Maid's Defire ; and by the Help of

fome Gold which I gave him for that Pur-

pofe, he fo manag'd her, that £lie convey-

ed the Letter into her Lady's own Hand,
as Ihe waited on her at Supper in her

Chamber, where Hie fupp'd becaufe file

was indifpofed, and the old Knight had

the Gout, fo that fhe could not leave him.

She took an Opportunity to read it in her

Clofet, where, as fhe afterwards told me,

file bath'd it with her Tears : Her Ccnfci-

ence reproach'd her, and her Love reviv'd,

nay it was heightened by her Averfion to

her Husband. She could not clofe her

Eyes all Night, but pafs'd the tedious

Hours in debating with herfelf what to

do ; Love and Honour had a fiiarp Con-
tefl, but at laft Love got the Victory, and

file
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fhe rofe, and going to her Clofec writ the

follovving Lines, which i have ever fince

kept as a Treafiire. Here he puU'd the

Letter out of his Bofom,

I
Read your Letter vjithfucha Concern as no

Pen can exprefs : Alas ! why did you not

let me die in Peace ? IVhy have you awaked the

wretched Henrietta frojn her Lethargy^ and

calPd to my- Reme?nhrance the fleafing Hours

when we lonj^dy and when my Virgin Soul was

confcicus of no Cri??ie ? I have wronged you,

Lycidas, greatly wrong d you, and undone my

felf: What can we hope for now ? Nothing re^

mains but to fupport our Sorrows as ive ought.

Tou ask to fee me ; / tremble at the Thought :

*The Confequence may prove fatal to us both. I
know your Virtue ,

you know mine : I knowyou
love, and 1 fear I fill love you more than I

ought, confidering I am now another s. Tou fay

you cannot live if 1 refufe this laft^ this only Fa^

vour : T'ake care lefl we are both made more

wretched by this Interview : Ij it be difcoverd^

I am hft for ever ; yet Til venture all rather

than fee?n unkind, , Come in the Dusk to morrow

Night in your Difguife ; pretend to be the Maid's

Brother, who is now our Confident^ fie fiall

conceal you where Til endeavour to come to you ;

T'ake this as the Iaft and only Proof that can

with Honour be given you of the Afietlion the

miferahle Henrietta has ftillfor you. Adieu.

She
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She gave this Letter to the Maid, 'when

fhe came into her Chamber with her Cho-
colate, and rhe deliver'd it to my Servant,

who made all the Hafle imaginable to me
with it ,• I open'd it, and read the dear

Lines with Tranfport : You may conclude

I faird not to obey her Orders. I was at

the Caftle fo foon as the Sun was fet; my
Servant introduced me to the Maid, who
took an Opportunity to ^fleal me into her

own Chamber, which was next her La-
dy's, and there I laid down upon her Bed,
and was cover'd over Head and Ears with
the Quilt. I heard my Charmer's Voice
with her old Tormentor : They did no-

thing but jar, and I remained till almoft

Midnight before the Maid enter'd the

Room with a Candle, and told me the glad

Tidings, that flie was going to lie down in

her Lady^'s Place, and fend her to me ; I

gave her Gold for this good News, and
my Soul leap'd in my Breafl for Joy. She
went, and I foon heard the fofc Tread of
my trembling Charmer : She came in her

Night-Gown, and under Petticoat ; I

clafp'd her in m^y Arms, we both wept; m
fine, our Confufion was equal, and I believe

our Love and Joy was alfo mutual. We
pafsM one fliort Hour together, and no
more, in which we whifperM a thoufand

tender moving things, fuch as Lovers ufe

on fuch Occafions.i and I found her more
charmifjo:
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charming than ever, and my feif more a-

morous : at lafl the fatal Sound of the Beil

aiarm'd us, and her cruel Husband, wak^d

by his ill-natur'd Pains, forc'd her from my
Arms. I parted with her with fuch Pangs and

fuch Reludancy as dying Mifers feel, when
they behold their ftiining Heaps of hoarded

Gold dividing 'twixt their greedy Heirs ^

nor could I let her go till fhe hadfworn to

repeat the Favour. I lay conceal'd a whole
Week in this Chamber, the Maid keeping

the Key in her Pocket, and bringing me
Prcvificns from time to time; and had eve-

ry Night the Pleafure of my dear Henriet-

tas Company, whilH her Argi^^ flept. Her
Virtue lon^ oppcs'd my rafh Defires ; but

at laft my PaiTion made me take the favour-

able Opportcnicy, and a gentle Force com-
pelled her to grant my Defires, forfhe da-

red not m,ake a Noife for fear of a Difco-

very : And now nothing was wanting to

maife m.e entirely happy, but her Confent

to fly with me, and that I could not obtain.

The old Dragon recovered, and I was qb-

Ug,ed to decamp, for fear of being difco-

ver'd ,• befides, he chang'd his Apartment,

and took my Charmer to lie with him, on
the other fide the Caftle, next the Gar-
dens. I could not fupport a long Abfence
from her, fo I venturM to lie in the next

Town in my Difguife, and every Night I

went into the Gardens, by means of one of

the
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the Gardiners, of whom I had procured a
falfe Key ; and fo placing a Ladder he left

on purpofe againfl: a Balcony that went in-

to that Apartment, which (he every Night
left unlock'd for me, I went into a Clo-

fet next the Bed-Chamber, and Jtlie ftole

out to me. At lafl the Troubles forced me
to leave her, and her Brother and I (he

knowing nothing of what had pafs'd be-

tween his Sifter and me) took Arms, and
were both, as you know, in that fatal Bat-

tle, where he loft his Life, and I narrowly
efcap'd : and now ray old Difguife was
more necefiary than before. I had fome
Thoughts of flying to France^ but could

not go without my dear Henrietta j fo I

lay conceal'd till I got what Money and
Bills I could fecure, and then fet out with
one Servant, and that was he who w^as

privy to my Secret, and went to the fame
Inn as before. I had received News from
her that fhe was with Child, and that her

Husband was very proud of it, but more
jealous than ever : I foon gave her Notice
of my Arrival, and the next Night had
the Pleafure of her Company in the Clo-

fet as before -, there I acquainted her with
my Defign of going for France, and fhe

confented to go along with me. Accor-
dingly I brought her a Suit of Man's Clothes

fome few Nights after, and fhe drefs'd,

and went with me out of the Balcony, and
thro'
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thro' the Garden. I had placed the Hor-
fes for her and my {^{i^ about a Quar-
ter of a Mile off, where my Man, who
was alfo well mounted, took care of them.

We mounted, and got by break of Day to

a Village ten Miles off; but £lie being big

with Child, and not well, we went no far-

ther, but floppM there at an Inn, w here

we refolved to pafs a Day or tw^o, till the

Search after us was over. We had no Rea-
fon to fear any Thing, becaufe we were
all in Men's Habit, drefs'd like Country
Fellows, and pretended to belong to an
Officer of the King's Army, who had or-

der'd us today therewith the Horfes till

he came to us. We paid well for what we
had, and the Country People were very

kind to us : Befides, it being almoft impof-

fible that the old Knight, who was wholly

ignorant of all that had pafs'd, fhouldde-

vife where fhe was gone, or W'ho had taken

her away, I fancy'd my felf fafe and hap-

py, and little dreamt of what was to fol-

low. Having refted our felves four Days,
we left this Place in our Difguifes, and met
nothing to moled: us, till we were paffing

by the Wood on the other fide this Houfe :

juft as we were entring \t, the old Knight,

at the Head of fix Soldiers, all arm'd with
Swords and Mufquets, bolted out upon us :

they did not fire upon us, but they feiz'd.

on herj flopping her Horfe j and I who
had
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had no Sword, but only Piftols and a Bay-

onet under my Coat, refilling, they unhor-

fed, and wounded me in three Places, as

you fee : My Servant w as killM defending

me, and I was left bleeding on the Ground.

I faw my lovely Prize torn from me, and
heard her cry for Help in vain. And now
I wifh to live only to be reveng'd j for if I

recover I will go to the Caftle, and drive

him out with Fire and Sword, andreleafe

her, who is mine by a prior Right. This
is my melancholy Story, my dear Aunt,
faid he, and tho you may blame, yet, I

am fure, you will at the fame time pity

us.

The old Lady anfwer'd him thus ; How
can I chufe but condemn you, my dear No*
phew, fince your Imprudence has occa-
fion'd both your own and this poor La-
dy's Misfortunes ? She was guilty of a
Crime in breaking the Vows ihe had
made you, and you have made her guilty

of a much greater^ and thus you had both
like to have perifhed in your own Follies ;

but the Almighty has in his Mercy fpar'd

you to repent, and will I hope do the

fame by her; and fpare the innocent In-
fant Ihe goes withal. If you had waited
patiently perhaps God might have taken
away her unkind Husband, and then you
might have been happy together, and had
a right to Heaven's Favour. He would

C have
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have reply'd, but the Surgeon entrfng put

an end to this good Lady's Exhortation ,•

and the Ladies withdrew-

At Dinner a Valet of the brave Cap-
tain Alhenus brought Letters from his

Mafter to the Ladies, with a Prefent of

fomt Wine and Money, which he had
fent them, not knowing but they were in

want of it : His Letters were full of Re-
fped to the old Lady, and PafTion for the

young ; he promis'd to vifit them in few
Days, and always to proted and affift

them all the Days of his Life, They fent

their Thanks and Acknowledgments in

their Anfwers by the fame Valet. And
two Nights after, as they were both, and
all the Family in bed, they heard fad

Groans near the Gate, as they imagined,

which awoke them ; and at laft fome body
knock'd at it, and in a faint Voice begg'd

to be let in : The good Farmer rofe, and
lighting a Candle, went to the Gate, and
demanded who was there; the Perfon an-

fwer'd, a Wretch that has great need of

Comfort ; hungry, cold, and forely brui-

fed ; for God's fake give me fhelter : I am
a Man of Birth, and much advanc'd in

Years. The good Country Man open'd

the Gate, and was furpriz'd to fee a Man
of a venerable Afped, with a Beard down
to his Waile, and a coarfe grey Coat

tied with a Cord about him ,• he had no
Stockings
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Stockings on, his Face was meagre and pale,

he was bloody, and feem'd very faint : he
brought him into the Houfc, and gave
him fomething to eat and drink, asking

how he came in that Condition, and
"who he was ? He anfwer'd, that he was
born a Gentleman, and that he had lived

the Life of a Hermit for forty Years paft,

in a Cottage in the adjacent Wood ; that

he had been fick of a Fever and Ague for

three Months paft, and for the laft four-

teen Days had been fo weak, that he could
not get to the next Town for Food ,* that

certain Perfons, difguifed in Vizards and
flrange Habits, had that Night enter'd his

Cottage, as he lay fleeping on fome Straw,
as was his Cuftom, and drag'd him out
thence by the Heels, giving him many
Kicks and Blows, till they thought he
was dead ; fo they drew him out of the
Weed, and left him on that fide which
was next this Houfe :

" Recovering
*^ my felf a little, faid he, and finding
" I muft peri/h without help, I prefum'd
*' to knock at this hofpitable Gate, and
" have found what I wanted and defir*d :

" i hope Heaven will ever hear you in
" your Need, and reward all the chari-
" table Deeds you do." The Farmer gava
him Water to waili his Face and Hands,
and put him into a clean Bed, and leaving
him a lighted Candle, and fome Cordial

C a by
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by his Bed-lide, at his requeft v ent to his

own Chamber,- but the old Lady, who
-was rofe out of Bed, and had got on her

Clothes, flop'd him as he paft by her

Chamber-door, to know what had paft

;

and he gave her an Account ,• fo fhe re-

turn'd to Bed, longing for the Morning,
that (he might know who this Stranger

ivas. So foon as fhe was up (he ask'd af-

ter him, and was by the Farmer's Wife
conduded to his Chamber, with the young
Lady Lucy : He was fo ill he was not able

to rife j and feem'd as much furpriz'd at

the fight of fuch Perfons in fuch a Place,

as they were to fee him in fo poor a Con-
dition ; for his Countenance fpake a Man
of Qiiality. After fome difcourfe be-

tween them they became acquainted, and

he grew more free, and promised to declare

fome part of his Life and Adventures,

which were very extraordinary, to them \

yet he ftill concealed his Name and Family,

as alfo the place of his Birth : The young
Lord was alfo prefent. And after Dinner

they again repaired to this Hermit's Cham-
ber, as it had been agreed ,* and being all

feated near his Bed-fide, he related his

Story in thefe Words.

CHAP.
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CHAP. III.

I
Was bom to a great Eftate, and had

all the Education beftow'd upon me
that is ufual for young Gentlemen to have.

When I was come of Age, 1 fell in Love
with a young Widow Lady, who had a

Fortune equal to my own : We marry'd,

but were never blefl with a Child,- we
liv'd for fome Years very happily j fhe had
a Sifter thirteen Years yoans;er than her-

felf, who had a confiderable Fortune, and
)Av'd with us : I infenfibly grew very fond of

this Child; fhe was beautiful as an Angel,
and for her Years as witty ,• fhe had a thou-

fand Infant Charms about her ; I lov'd her

like a fond Father : Bat when fhe was
grown up to thirteen Years, I doated, and
became, alas ! a jealous raging Lover.
I beheld every Man who approached
her as a hated Rival : I watched all her
Looks and Adions, could not fupport her

Abfence, forgive me Heaven ! and under
the Pretence of a Brother and a Guardian,
conceaPd my Crime, and was thank'd by
my Wife, and refpeded by her Family. And
thus I found means to break off every
Match that was proposed to her ,• till at

C 3 laft.
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laft, a young Gentleman of a Family fu-

perior to hers, and of an equal Fortune,

every way accomplifli'd, both as to his

Perfon and Underflanding, made his Ad-
drefles to her, and I too plainly faw that

fhe \vas much inclin'd to grant his Suit.

And now I was on the Rack, Reafon and
Religion pleaded in vain, my headftrong

Paffion overcame all Confiderations, and
I thought of nothing but how to gain her

to my own wicked Dedres, and to pre-

vent her being another's ; and I, who had
all my Life long before liv^d a good and
virtuous Life, and had the moft awful
Senfe of God and Religion that a Chriftian

ought to have, was in an Liftant con-
verted into one of the vilefl Wretches on
Earth, and grew capable of forming, and
at length of ading, the moft villainous

Defigns. Thus when we once fuffer un-

lawful Defires and loofe Thoughts to vi-

tiate our Minds, and make one falfe ftep

contrary to our Duty, we infenfibly fall

into greater Crimes, and foon become
Vail'als to the Devil, and grow the moft

audacious of Sinners. Take care young
Gentleman, faid he^ addreffing himfelf to

the young Lordy \\s to you I chiefly di-

re<?t this Difcourfe, fwerve not from your

Duty, nor fufter that unhappy Paffion

which has ruin'd my Peace for ever in this

Life, to lead you into the like Crimes
and
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1

and Misfortunes, as it has done me. Ac
thefe Words the young Lord chang'd Co-
lour, and his Aunt Jook'd ferioufly upon

him, and the Hermit proceeded in his

DiTcourfe : But now, faid he, I could nei-

ther deep nor eat, my Countenance was
chang'd, and my Wife, who dearly lov'd

nne, was very inquifitive to know what
I ail'd ,' I pretended that I was not well

:

But my Rival paid his Vifits daily ro

Emilia^i and I found it in vain to oppofe

the Marriage longer, there being no Pre-

tence for it. This drove me to defpair^

and put me upon making ufe of the moft

defperate Means to prevent it, and I re--

folv'd to ruin her, and get rid of him at

any rate. I long deliberated which of

thofe wicked DeHgns I fhould firft put in

execution : I con(ider'd that if I lliould

firft debauch her, flie might make it known
to him, and that would be my utter Ruin,
and m.ight perhaps occafion the Death of

hin and me; but he being out of the

way, I might, by Threats and Entreaties

together, gain her to do whatever I would.
This being at laft refolv'd, I rode out
one Morning to a Village twenty Miles
off; and leaving my Servant at an Inn
with the Horfes, I walkM out into the

Town ; there I found an Apothecary's*
Shop, and bought as much Opium as

would do the fatal Deed, and went back.

C 4 to
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to the Inn and din^dy and fo returned home
well pleas'd with my Journey. I pafled

the Night with much Anxiety, my Con-
fcience being greatly troubled i but having
put the ftupifying Drug into fome Water
to infufe over night in my Clofet, I

put it into a Vial, and put it up in my
Pocket the next Mornings and my Rival
coming to breakfafl: with ns, I took an
Opportunity to convey it into a Cup of
Coftee, which I put into his Hand as he
\^'as fooling with Emilia ; he drank it oft',

^nd fnfpefted nothing. I invited him to

ilay dinner, for I was always very civil

to him, and he accepced the offer ,• they

walk'd out into the Gardens, where he

bejjan to feel a Dizzinefs in his Head ; and
before Noon the Poifon fo operated, that

he went hom.e in his Coach, baflenM to

bed, and never rife again : The Phyfician

who was caird (for there was but one

near the Place) found him dead, and in-

quir'd no farther. My Sifler-in-Law

griev'd extremely, but hid it as much as

jQie could ; I comforted and laugh'd her

out of it as much as I was able, and did

all that was pofTible to oblige her, and

made her every day little Prefents. And
in fine, about a Month after my Rival's-*

^eath, my Wife being fent for to a rich

Uncle's, ten Miles oft', who lay a dying;

and being not to return that Night, or

perhaps
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perhaps in two or three, I refolvM to

execute my wicked Defign upon Emilia ;

it was Winter, the Winds blew, and the

Stars gave no light ; it was a Night dark

as the Deed I went to execute ; all the

Domeflicks were gone to reft, and the

lovely innocent Emilia lay lock'd in Slum-

bers, fweet as thofe of new-born Infants,

and none but my wretched felf, whom.
Luft and an unlawful Paffion racked, was.

^^'aki^g. I rofe, and throwing only my
Nfght-gow^n over me, with my Slippers

on, and my drawn Sword in my Hand.,,

and a Dark-Ianthorn, I went fofcly to her

Chamber, and entered it without any

Noife: I approach'd the Bed with trem-

bling Steps, and found her fieepin.^ : I

gazed upon her with the utmoft Tranfport,.

and putting my Lanthorn into the Chim-
ney, having lockM the Door within fide,,

I ftole into Bed to her, having laid my
Sword on the Bed ; I clafpt her fo faft ia

n^y Arms that fhe could not ftir, and flop-

ping her Mouth with Kiifes, prevented,

her making any noife : She ftruggled m.

vain ; 1 e&ded my Defign, and betwixt

Threats and Entreaties fo governed her,

that file permitted my ftay till aim oft day-

light, when I retired to ray Chamber Vv^ith.

the utmoft Satisfadion ; and now I thought

.

of nothing but repeating my Joys. I had

Come Stings of Confcience, but I ftiB'd

C % th&Ui
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them with a Bottle ,• and my Wife flaying

out three Nights, we paft them, as we
thought, very agreeably : She returning

home, brought the pleafing News that her

Uncle was dead, and had left her three

thoufand Pounds. The criminal Converfe

betwixt Emilia and me continued for fix

Months, and I found frequent Opportu-
nities of enjoying her ; but at laft wx
were alarm'd with the fatal Signs of her

being pregnant ,• I purchas'd and gave her

fuch Drugs as could caufe Abortion, but

in vain, and Hie grew big : My Wife,

"W ho dearly loved her, was extremely con-

c^ern'd at her being indifpos'd. And now
Emilia began to make me. a thoufand Re-
proaches, and grew to almofl hate me. I fe-

veral times refolv'd to poifonher, and fo pre-

vent our mutual I'lfamiV ; but the Affedion

I flill had for her made me defifl: from it.

One Night my Wife being gone from home
to a Lady's who was in Labour, I flole to

Emi^a^s Bed, and as we Hept in one ano-

ther's Arms, file waken'd me with her

Skrieks ; I ask'd her what ail'd her, but

in vain ; the cold Sweat trickled down
her Face, and fhe feem'd quite bereft of

her Senfes ; See there, there he flands,

fhe cry'd, Villain, Monfter, w^hat Poi-

fon ! did he give thee Poifon ? barbarous

Wretch ; and iliall I fall a Vidfm to his

Cruelty alfo. She continued to rave thus

for
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for fome time ; at laft (he fainted in my
Arms, and then recovering, threw her

Head into my Bofom, and let fall a Shower
of Tears : I embrac'd her, and cry'd my
Dear what ails you: Oh, fays fhe, I have

had a Dream that has fill'd my Soul with
Horror, my Limbs fhake, and Fear feizes

every Joint : methought I faw the deadr

Leander ftanding by my Bed-fide in his

Shroud, his Face was pale as Death, he

had a China Cup in his Hand, he looked

ftedFaftly upon me, and then pointing to*

you, gave three fuch difmal Groans as

would have each even piercM a flubbornj

Heart : Methought I faw his Bofom heave.

Labouring as if fome dire Secret flruggled-

in his Bread: to be difclofed, then thrice he

/liook his Head and frown'd on you, at,

laft he fpoke, and in a hollow Voice cry'd,,

There, there, in thy Arms, ruin'd Emilia^,

fleeps my cruel Murderer : Curft is thy

Fate j thy harmlefs Infant fhall not fee the

Light, nor e'er be freed from thy unhappy
Womb. I would difclofe fomething of

mighty Confequence to thee, but han't

Perraiffion for to do it
; prepare for Death,

as I am now fo fhall you fiiortly be, and
let the Murderer beware ; he poifon'd ms
the fatal Morning we faw one another lad ;

this fatal Cup of Coffee received the poi-

fonous Dofe, he put it in my Hand, farew el,,

^remembex Death ,• my Blood cries out for

jua
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juft Revenge, Revenge, Revenge. At thefe

mod: direRil Words he vanifhed, and I

Heavens ! he's here again, (he cry'd.

Oh hide me, hide me, or 1 die with Fear.

She clung about me, and I was fill'd with
fo much Horror, that 1 fled the Chamber ;

my guilty Confcience ftar'd me in the Face :

She quickly follow'd to my Chamber, I

took her into h^d.^ and did all I could to

perfuade her it was nothing but a Dream,
but in vain : She ask'd me a hundred times

over, if I knew nothing of Leanders Death.
The Day- break forced her from my Cham-
ber : In fine, Oie was nightly tormented

"with fuch Vifions, and I began to be fo

diflraded with the Terrors of my Confci-

ence, and Fear oF Difcovery, and her ap-

proaching Lying-in, that I at length re-

folved to get rid of her the fame way as

1 had done of my Rival, and I gave her

fuch another Dcfe ; but my Wife fending

for an able Phyfician, upon viewing her Bo-

dy, and examining into the Circumftances

of her Death, he difcover'd that fhe was
both hig with Child and poifon'd j he u-

fed all Means to recover her, but in vain.

And now pretending a mighty Concern for

hers and our own Reputation, I advifed

my Wife to fmother the Difcourfe as much
as poiTible, and told her, doubtlefs fhe had

been debauch'd by fome of our own Do-
iiieflicksj whofe mean Birth made her a-

fhamed
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fliamed to marry him ; and fo fhe had at

lad: fallen into fuch Defpair, refleding on
her own Folly, that (he had poifoned her

felf. This pafs'd currant with my Wife,

and every Body elfe; we iarerr'ci her liand-

fomely, as became her QLiality and For-

tune, which fell to my Wite. And thus I

conceal'd my Crimes from the World, and
got rid of my Fears ,• but the all-fearching

Eyes of the Almighty could not be blind-

ed. I fought all kinds of Diverlion to pre-

vent thinking ; I went a hunting every

Day, and drank my Bottle or two every

Night, to get fome Rell, and prevent

Thought ; and thus I was, I fancy^d, to-

lerably eafy ^ yet I could not hear a Paf-

fing-Bell without trembling, and Death
w^as never mention'd, or a Funeral pafs'd

in my Sight, but my Soul fhiverM. My
Wife grew fickly, and I was forced at laO;

to lie alone : This was infupportable, and
I refolved to make a Journey to Dublin^

with Hopes to find better Company, and
to be diverted with feeing Plays frequent-

ly :. In fine, I fet out with no other Atten-
dants but two Servants, with my Wife^'s

Approbation, who was to follow me if fhe

grew better. I went twenty Miles the

firfl Day, and lay at a very good Inn at

Night : I had a Candle left burning in my
Chamber, as was my Cuftom, and being
fomething tired I foon fellaCeep; but, juft

Heavens

!
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Heavens ! 1 was prefently wak'd by a Per-

fon's opening the Door, who had the Form
of a Woman ; fhe was in an Undrefs, and
her white Sarfnet Hood was puli'd down o-

ver her Face : She took up the Candle, and
came to my Bedlide. I was before furpri-

zed, but judge what I felt when I difco-

ver'd the Face, and faw it was my dear

murdered Emilia : Villain, faid fhe, you
think to fly the Place where you committed
the black Deeds you have done, to get more
Eafe elfewhere ,• Remorfe fhall ftill purfue

you. She flruck^me on the Face, and the

Blood ftreaming from my Nofe, (lie clapM
a Handkerchief fhe had in her Hand to

it, and cry'd, When you fee me and this

again, remember you are call'd to Judg-
ment, and your Diflbluticn is at hand. She
vanifh'd, and left me in an unexprefTible

Agony j all the Horror of roy Guile was
now before my Eyes, and I began to have

a true Senfe of my Condition : 1 rofe, and
threw my felf on my Knees, imploring the

Almighty's Pardon as I ought. The next

Day I reached Duhlm, there I locked my
felf up in my Chamber, almofb all Day,.

and led a Life of true Penance, to the Sur-

prize of all that heard of my Arrival, and
came to fee me. I foon return'd home, and
found hiy Wife dying ^ flie liv'd but a few
Days after my Arrival : I bury'd her no-

tly, as ilie deferv'd, and now put in Exe-
cution
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cution what I had before defign'd. I fenc

for ttiy younger Brother,^ and deliver'd in-

to his Hands all my Eftate, making him
enter into Obligations with me in writing,

to give one third part of the Revenues of it

yearly to the Poor of the Pariihes round
about where my Eftate lies, and to gi\Q

me two thoufand Pounds in ready Money.
After this I took leave, and returned the

Money by Bills to Armagh, and taking on-

ly one faithful Servant with me, whom I

could truft, a Lad that had been born and
bred up in my Houfe, I fet out for that

Place. Being arrived there, I fought for a

proper Place to retire to, refolving to live

a Reclufe the reft of my Life ; and by the

ftrifteft Penance, and continual Prayer to

endeavour to reconcile myfelf to the Al-

mighty, and thro' my Saviour's Merits ob-

tain Pardon of my great and heinous Sins.

I found this neighbouring Wood very fit for

my Defign, and bought the poor mean Cot-
tage I have ever fince lived in, of a poor
Peafant who dwelt there with his miferable

Family : I gave him an hundred Pounds for

it, to put them m the World, to them an
immenfe Sum, and they left their Habita-
tion to me, with a thoufand Thanks and
Bleflings. I provided my felf of fuch a

poor Habit as you now fee me in, and left

my other Clothes with my Servant, w^hom
I put into a Shop, to get his Living, at a

1 Town
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Town hard by ; he brings me a Loaf of

Bread every three Days, with feme Roots
or fiich Herbs as I want, for I have eat

nothing elfe thefe forty Years, except in

Sicknefs. I go thrice a Year to do my
Duty to God, by receiving the bleffed

Sacrament. And now the Son of my Ser*

vant comes to me, his Father being un-

able to come himfelf ,• tho to my great

Surprize he has negleded it for fifteen

Days paft, and I fear fome Mifchance has

befel the poor Lad ihQ{Q troublefom Times,

I have thus liv'd without converiing with

any human Creature thefe forty Years ,•

and in continual Expedation of feeing that

dreadful Handkerchief that mud warn me
away hence, to appear at the great Tri-

bunal above, where I muft exped my final

Doom. I know, faid he, that thefe kind,

of Relations of Apparitions are look'd.

upon by a great Part of the World as-

Fid ions, and the Produd of weak Brains
;.

nor fhall I pretend to determine whether
they be the real Spirits of the Perfons who-
appear, or their good Angels who aflume

their Shapes by the divine PermifHon,, to

difcover the Murders of fuch Perfons as

were m their care, or to awaken the Con-
fciences of fuch wretched harden*d Sin-

ners as I was to Repentance ; or whether

the Almighty caufes fuch Forms to appear

to the Imaginations of fuch. Perfons : This
is
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is a Search too curious for our finite Un-
derflandings ; but this is moft certain from
the Teflimony of all Ages, thatfuch things

have been frequent in all Times ; and that

even at Mid-day, Apparitions have been
feen by Perfcns of the greateft Courage
and Integrity ,• and that fuch Secrets have
by this means been difcover^d, as could

never have come to the knowledge of thofe

to whom, they appear'd, any other way.
What I relate to you at this time I know to

be Truth, and w^ill aver it with my laft

Breath ; and let us not flatter our felves

that our Crimes can be concealed, tho ac*

ted with ever fo much fecrefy, for the Al-

mighty who fees our Adions, can make
ufe even of the Tongues and Spirits of

the Dead to reveal them, and melt the

moft obdurate Heart in a moment into

Repentance, even to confefs and have a

true Senfe of his Faults. Here our Her-
mit grew very faint, and defirM fome
Wine, which was given him. The reft of

the Day was paft in pious Refledions, and
good Difcourfe en this ftrange Hiftory.

They concluded the difguifed Pcfons, who
had us'd the old Gentleman fo inhumanly,

muft be Thieves who had fled to that

Wood for Shelter. They left him at Night
to his Repofe.

At break of Day he call'd to the Farmer,

and begM he would fetch a Prieft, for he

fhould
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fhould die before Nighi , the Farmer was
furpiiz'd, and left his good old Father to

attend him v hilft he went, there being

none nearer than a Mile off, wlicre a Ca-
tholick Gentleman kept a Chaplain. The
Prieft being come, the Henrit declar'd

that he had that Night feen the Appari-
tion, with the bloody Handkerchief j that

file lookM on him with a fraiJing Coun-
tenance, and faid, 'TIs I, prepare for

Death, your Prayers are l"keard, and fo

vanifh'd ; before Noon he fell into ftrong

Convuliions, and kit the Approaches of

Death : The Priefl gave him the lad Sa'
craments, and he expir'd before feven at

Night, having ordered how the Money
he had left at Anjmgh fhould be dffposM of

to fiich Ufes as mignL benefit his Soul. He
had difcover'd his Name and Quality to

the Priefl, who put his Body into a Herfe,

and went with it to his Eilate, where he

found the Deceafed's Brother, who was
much furpriz'd, having never heard any
News of him, fince he \^ent to Armagh :

He bury'd him amongft his Anceflors,

and on hearing the Particulars of his paft

Adions, was filiM with Adaiiration, for

his Brother had ever pall: for a very good
Man ; he was forry to hear that he had

been guilty of fuch Crimes, but rejoic'd

that he had fo greatly repented, and fo

wxll prepared himfelf for Death ,* conclu-

ding
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ding with himfelF, how llrtle we are able

to make a true Judgment of Perfons whilft

they are livings and how incapable oF dif-

tinguiiliing t\:\i^ good Chrirtian from the

Hypocrite. I need not tell you what an

Impreffion this Hermit's S:ory and Death
made upon the old Lady and her virtuous

Daughter ; but above all on the young
Lord : he- reHeded feriouHy on the Crime
he and Her.rjetta ivdd committed^ and quite

chang'd his Ref^lutions of taking her from
her Husband by force, refolving if fhe

ever came to him to carry her to Flanders

,

and there place her in a Convent, and to

enter himfelf into fome religious Society.

mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm

CHAP. IV.

NO T many Days after the Death of
the Hermit, the brave Captain

Albertus arriv'd, to pay a Vifit to the La-
dies : He had quitted his Poft, being a
Man who had a good Fortune inGermany^
and come to acquaint Lady Lucy, that if (he

was difpofed to marry and go with him,
he was ready to condud her and her Mo-
ther to Germany, where (he fhould find a
plentiful Fortune, and noble Family to
welcome her. He brought along with

him
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him a Youth, whom he met withal in the
way in the manner following.

Ashe was riding by the adjacent Wood
with three Servants, he faw this Youth
come running towards him, quite out of
breath ; he appear^ as if he fear'd being
purfu'd, and beg'd of him to let him at-

tend him to the next Town, for he faid

thathe had juil efcap'd from the 'Hands of
a Band of Robbers, with whom he had
been kept fourteen Days a Prifcner : The
Captain, taking pity of his Youth, Jet him
get up behind one of his Footmen, and fo

brought him hither, not knowing what or
who he was. 'Tis needlefs to tell you
how welcome the Captain was to the two
Ladies : But the young Lord, who was
in a fort of a profound Melancholy ever
fince the Death of the Hermit, was in an
Extafy when he faw the Youth, who ran
to him, and throwing his Arms about
his Neck, cry'd our, Blefl Heavens 1 my
dear Lord, are you then alive? and do I

hold you again in my Arms ? praifed be
that God who has preferv'd us both to meet
again. This was enough to difcover to

the Company that it wsls Henrietta in Man's
Clothes. He receiv'd her with open
Arms, and utter'd fo many pafTionate Ex^
preflions, that it was \n vain for fome time
that the Ladies defir'd to know her Ad-»

ventures ; At laft flie told them, that as

her
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her Husband, the old Knight, was carry-

ing her back to his Caflie, attended only

by two of the Soldiers, a Band of Thieves,

well arm'd and well niounted, and Vi-

zards on their Faces, met with them, and
hearing my Lamentations, faid flie, cry'd.

Stand, you old Villain ; what are you go^
ing to do with that handforn Youth ? He
anfwering rudely, one of them difcharg'd

a Piftol in his Face, and kill'd him on the

Spot : The two Soldiers ran away, and
left me in their Hands, more than half dead
with Grief and Fear : They plunder'd

my Husband's Pockets, and took what
Gold he had, as alfo his Watch and Rings,

throwing his Papers about, which I ga-

ther'd up; and there I found the fatal

Letter you had fent to me, to acquaint me
with your return from the Army ; mention
-was alfo made of my being big with
Child : This Letter I had mift out of my
Cabinet for fome time before, which
doubtlefs he had a falfe Key to, by this

means he got knowledg of our Intrigue,

and fo it was not hard for him to difcover

us ,• perhaps the Gardiner might alfo be-
tray fomething to him of our Efcape and
your Habit : But now to return to my
ow n Story, what Treatment the Thieves
gave me ,• I beg'd to be let go, but in vain,

doubtlefs the} fufpeded that I was a Wo-
mm I and the Leader or Captain of them

had



4<5 The Adventures of
had taken a liking to me, for he command-
ed them, not to fland prating, but to tye

my Hands behind me and make oft',- they

did To, and mounted me before one of

them, and fo they rid towards the Wood
as faft as their Horfes Legs could carry

them : Being come thfther they enter'd a

poor Cottage, where I found they made
their Abode, and lodg'd the Booty they

got: Here I found a poor Ir:jh Woman
and her Daughter, who fpake nothing but

their native Tongue, which tho we are

all born in the fame Kingdom, except the

Captain, yet we are not able perfectly to

underftand. Thefe two Creatures drefl

their Viduals, and fetch'd Provifions, and

•whatever they wanted, from the neigh-

bouring Villages, their poor Habits ren-

dring them unfufpeded. They had doubt-

lefs committed many Robberies that Day,

for they pull'd out a great many Watches,

Rings, and abundance of Money : They
Ihut all the Doors, and fent their Horfes

to a Farmer's, on the other fide the Wood,
where I find they are kept for them ; here

they were very merry, eating and drink-

ing plentifully. They were mighty civil

to me in their way, and told me no Injury

fhould be offer'd to me. Their Captain

told me he was a better Man than perhaps

I thought him, for he was the Son of as

good a Family as any in the King-
dom,



the Lady Lucy. 47
dom, tho a Cadet; and had more Money
now at his Command, tlian many that

were in great Polls in the Government,
and, robb'd the Publick : And then addref-

fing himfelf to -his Companions, My Fel-

low-Adventurers, faid he, this delicate

choice Morfel I prefer to the reft of the

Booty we have this Day gotten ; divide

the Money of this Day amongft you, I

will take this pretty Boy. My Concern
was at this time (o exceffive, and my Fears,

together with the Fright I had fuffer'd

before, that I felt the Pains of Labour
coming on, I fainted in the Chair as I fat

at table ; he role to help me, and pour'd

forae Ufquebaugh down my Throat ; this

recover'd me, but haften'd my Pains: I

was obligM to make known my Condition,
on which they had fo much Humanity, as

to let the Women help me to bed ,• and there

without any other aid I was that Night deli*

ver'd of my Child, who lived not an Hour,
in which time, weak as I was, I forgot not
to baptize it by my own Name, it being
a Daughter. This fortunate Accident,
which I look on as a Providence, prevented
a greater Misfortune, which muft doubt-
lefs have otherwife befallen me. About^
Midnight I heard fome body knock gently
at the Houfe-door, and give a wh iftle, on
which it was open'd, and I heard a Man's
Voice, who faid. Let the Gentlemen be

ready
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ready on the Road to Armagh by four a
Clock, for there is a Booty wilJ pafs by*

Soon after I heard the Horfes come to the

Door, and all the Thieves rid away. I

wasfo weak, tho I w^anted for nothing to

eat and drink, that I could not go crofs

the poor Room I lay in for ten Days , but

getting a little flrength to (land at the

Window and creep down flairs, I medi-
tated how to get away. The Captain

made me two or three Vifics, and feem'd

to rejoice that I mended : And I believe

they are all Gentlemen, but fuch as are

ruinM either by their own Imprudence

and Vices, or by the change of Aftairs in

this Kindom ; but I trembled at his Com-
pliments, and could not bear the hateful

Thoughts of yielding to my Husband*s
Murderer, tho he was fo unkind to me ;

and much more of being made for ever un-

worthy ofyou, my dear Lord, who are, and
ever was, the only Objed of my Affedion.

No, my beloved Henrietta^ faid he, I am
indeed the Murderer of your Husband, I

am the fole Caufe of his Death, and we
mufl both do what we can to expiate our

Crime ,* but of that we v. ill talk hereafter;

proceed. She looked upon him with fome
Concern, and went on wiuh her Relation :

This Morning, faid Ihe, the old Woman
being gone out for Pre vi (ions, and the

young one employ'd in making my Bed, I

I found



the Lady Lucy. 4p
found means, weak as I am, to make my
efcape, not knowing one Seep of the way,
nor which path to take: butlfancy'd if

I was once got out of the Wood, I Ihould

not fail to meet v/ith fome honefl Paflen-

gers, who would go with or direct me to

a Town, from whence I might get means
to go to my Father's, or my own Home,
and get fome News of you, for whom I

was a hundred times more in pain than for

my felf, refolving if you were dead to

live a VVidow ail the reft of my Days, fe-

tir'd from the World. The Refolution

was good, my dear Henrietta^ faid the

young Lord, and I thank you ; but remem-
ber you broke your firft Vows. The La-
dies welcom'd her ,- and thefe ferious Dif-
courfes were laid alide. The young Lady
lent her a decent Habit, in which they
could not but admire her Beauty and Shape.
The Captain was very importunate w^ith

the young Lady Lucy to grant his Sute ;

and in few Days all things w ere agreed,
and a Prieft was fent for, who join'd theii?

Hands, as Heaven had done their Hearts^
and made in all appearance, one happy
Pair. The young Lord confulted this

good Father about Henrietta and himfelf,

who enjoin'd them both a Year's Penance,
and then gave leave that they fhould mar-
ry, in confideration of their being con-
trafted together before her former Mar-

D riage.
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riage. And now the Ladies inform'd the

Captain of the Treafure they had fav'd i

and all things were got ready in order for

the Captain and his Mother-in-law, with
the old Steward, who beg'd to attend his

dear Ladies, to embark with the firft Op-
portunity of a VefTel for to go to Oflendy

and fo from thence by Land to Hsidelhergy

near which the Captain's Eftate lay ; and
the young Lord and Henrietta^ who did not

think it fafe to remain in Ireland^ agreed

to go with them : So he w rit to a near Re-
lation in Dublin, to fecretly remit him
Moneys to Armagh, where he had lodged

a confiderable Sum, which he had brought

thither in Bills, and let him know where
he was going to fettle, and with whom.
One o£ the Captain's Servants carry'd the

Letter, and (oon return'd with a fatisfac-

tory Anfwer.
During this interval of time, from the

Captain's Arrival to their Departure, it

was agreed that an Information fhould be

given to one of the Magiftrates of Ar-

magbt to fend feme to apprehend the Ned
of Highway-men in the Wood ; and the

old Steward was accordingly Tent, and

return*d with a fufficient Force to appre-

hend them, having a Troop of Horfe

;

but too late, for they found none but the

two Women ; who on Examination con-

feft, that they were a Company of defpe-

rate
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rate Gentlemen, who were fled for fear

of difcovery; the Eftatesof three of them
being loft, of which their Captain was
one ,* the reft: were younger Brothers :

All had been engag'd for their Mafter
King James : That they had taken up this

way of Life out of Defpair, and were
now all fled out of the Kingdom, in a

fmall VefTel which they had hir'd at the

next Port, to carry them and their Booty
either to France or Holland, they knew not
which : That they were ignorant of all

their Names, they having never made ufe

but of thofe they were chriften'd by, as

Toniy WiUt Harry^ dec. and what they
knew they had been informed of only by
their difcourfe to one another. This was
all that could be difcover'd ,• however, the

Magiftrates caus'd the Cottage to be puU'd
down, and fent the two Women to the
Houfe of Corredion ; and examined the

Farmer where Henrietta had heard their

Horfes ftood i but that was no Proof fince

file only heard it, and did not appear; fo

the Farmer deny'd it, and was let go.

And now a Ship vv'as hired to carry our
Heroine and the reft to Oflend ; and they
all embark'd with their Treafure, and had
a fafe Paffage : And pafting thro' many fine

Towns and ftrong Cities, in their way to
Heidelberg^ they view'd all that was cu-
rious both in the Churches and Palaces,

D 2 with
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with which the Ladies were well pleas'd,

having never travelled in foreign Countries

before. Reing at laft arrived at the Cap-
tain's Eftate, his Relations, vv'ho were
People of great Quality, received them
with much Civility and Magnificence: And
now the old Lady and her virtuous Daugh-
ter blefs'd God, and thought themfelves

compleatly happy, after their Misfortunes.

It was impoflible that a Man could be fond-

er of a Wife than the brave Albertus was of

his ; he doated upon her, and nothing was
wanting to compleat their Felicity : She
brought him three fine Children in three

Years time ; two of which, being Daugh-
ters, lived. Nor was the young Lord lefs

pleafed with the charming Henriettay whom
he had marryM the Day after their Year of

Penance was expired. Thefe accomplifh'd

Perfons livM all together, and the ingeni-

ous Lady Lucy grew every Day not only

more charming, but more improved in her

Underflanding, and her Converfation was
admired and coveted by every Body, who
had the Honour to once enjoy it. She was
prudent without being referved, and gay

without Folly : And tho file was not yet

twenty, fbje was as good a Meager of her

felf and Familv, as if i\\Q had been lorty.

Yet fo prec<irious is the Profperity of this

World, that an unforefeen Misfortune ruin-

ed and made her become one of the moft

wretched
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wretched Creatures breathing. Alhertus\\d.d

a Coufin who \n as a Colonel in the Empe-
ror's Army ; a Lord, younger, and as hand-

fom and accomplifli'd as himfclf : This Gen-
tleman came to Heidelberg^ and went fooii

after his Arrival to pay a Viiit to his Kinf-

man AlhenuSy there he faw the charming
Lady Lucy^ his new Relation, and fell {o

paflionately in love with lier, that he for-

got all Ties of Religion and Blood. He
ftay'd at his Kinfman's three or four Days,
too long for his Repofe, and this unhappy
Lady's ; his Visits were very frequent for

two Months after, during which time he
kept the fatal Secret to himfclf. He gave
the Ladies a hundred Diverfions, took
them and their Husbands a hunting, made
Balls and Mafquerades to divert and fur-

prize them ; in line, he was magnificent

in all Things, both as to Habit and Ex-
pences, which is the moft ready way to en-
gage the fair Sex. Alhertus began to dif-

cern his PaiTion for his Lady, and Jealouf)^,

the worft of Frenzys, enter'd his Breafi;

after which, 'tis needlefs to tell you, that

he mifconflrued every Look and Gefture of
his innocent Wife, and began to grow cool
in his Behaviour to her : She too foon per-
ceiv'd this cruel Change, and flrove by her
exceflive Tendernefs of him to reJiindle his

Love, and difcover the Occafion of this

Alteration. This increas'd his Jealcnfy,

D 3 and
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and he imagin'd fhe did this to cloke her

Falfhood, and that it was all Diilimulation.

She nightly prefs'd him to difclofe to her

the Reafons why he w^as fad and penfive ;

file wept upon his Bofom, but all in vain,

he feem'd not to regard her : In fine, he

waited for an Opportunity to difcover the

Truth, refolving to have fuch a Revenge of

both, as might (Ms^y his Rage, and re-

compenfe the Lofs of his Honour.
The amorous Frederick was blind to ail

but his raging Pailion ; and now he could

no longer keep the Secret, and fearing to

trufl a mean Perfon with a Meffage or Let-

ter to her, not being able to get to the

Speech of her alone, becaufe fhe gave him
no Opportunity, tho not out of Defign,

but becaufe it was not her Cudom to be

ever out of the Company of her Mother,
Husband, or fome other of her Family.

She in truth highly refpeded this young

Lord, as being her Husband's Kinfman,

and a Perfon who always flrove to oblige

both her and hers, but Hie never thought of

Love. He at laft pitched upon Henrietta^

her dearefl Friend, whom he perceived to

be a Lady not altogether (o rcferved and

prudent in her Conduct, as Lady Lucy was,

for that Lady was freer, and \q(s upon her

Guard, and had indeed taken too great a

liking to him, for file fecrecly loved him.

She was in her Nature more inconflant and
lefs
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lefs virtuous than the more perfed Lucy, as

her former Condud had fliown. After ha-

ving engaged her to Secrecy, he gave her

a Letter to deliver to her Coufin, making
her fwear the moft facred Oaths neither to

open it, or deliver it into any other Hand :

She received it with the utmod Perplexity,

too well guefling the Contents ,• and reti-

ring into her Chamber, view'd it for fome
time with a Woman^s Curiofity, long dif-

puting whether fhe fiiould break the folemn

Promifes fhe had made, and open it, or

perform her Duty : But when the Pallion

of unlawful Love has once taken PoileiTion

of a Heart, no Promifes can bind, and Re-
ligion it felf is forgotren. She open'd the fa-

tal Billet-doux^ and found thefe Words in it,

Madam,

10 IVN fo much Virtue appears in all your

ConduEiy that I have not the leafl Occafitn

to hope for any Pityfrom Lucinda, the befl^ and

m.fi beautiful of her Sex : Tour Soul and Body
are altogether divine, but 'tis that Virtue, and
that Beauty that have captivated my Reafon ; I
dietopoffefiyou, cannot live without you, grant
me one NLment of your Company alone, perhaps

fuch Advice may flow from your rofy Lips, as
may cure my Lunacy : Fear nothing from a Man
vjho is intirely devoted to your Service^ a Man
who would facrifice a thoufand Lives to ferve

}^ii and rather dye a thonfand Deaths than
D 4 offend
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offend pu^ I am fo diflyatledly in hve^ that I
hiouo neither what Ifay or do^ except that lam
the mufl paffionate of all Mankind^ and the

7ncfi wretched^ if you do not condefcend to give

me afavourable Hearing : Inhere is no Crime in

this. a'id Iixill never ask more thanyour Botm-
ty 'Will bejiovd on

The jn'ferable Frederick.

When Henrietta read this amorous EpiHle,

Rage and Jealoufy burnt in her Bread, and
Hie V as all on Fire to be reveng'd, but re-

fleding a little, V/oman's Wit which is very

happy always at Invention, open'd her

Eyes, and fhe found (he had now^ the moft

favourable Opportunity in the World to en-

joy the Man ilie loved, and throw the In-

famy of the Deed upon another. Now file

need only perfonate the innocent Lady Lu-
cyy counterfeit her Hand, with which fhe

\^^as too well acquainted, and fupply her

Place. Tranfported with this Thought fhe

writ the following Letter, and put it into

the enamour'd Frederick's Hand the next

Day, as they were walking in the Gardens
of the Caftle after Dinner.

I Received yorir Letter from the Hands of my

deareft Friend, in irhofe Breafl I am fare

all Secrets are fafe : I have too iveli giiefs^d that

you hadfc?ne fuch Inclination for me \ I ought

notj ^tis true^ to have returned an Anfwer to

fuch
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fuch a Propofal. Alas ! my Lord, you forget

that I am marry'd : Ton believe me virtuous^

Why do you tempt me to run the Kifque of being

otherwife ? Tou promife you will ask nothing but

what I may with honour grant , for fo I would

underfiand you : Tou beg a private Interview^

becajife you hope for fome falutary Advicefrom
me to cure you^ Ipray Heaven, I may be able to

do it, I would defire that we might contraEl

fuch a Friendfbip^ as may lafl as long as our

Lives ; but I tremble at the T'hought ofa crimi-

nal AffeBion : Tet I have fo great Confidence in

your Honour, that I will trufi my felf withyou,

alone ; come to my Clofet next the Gardens at

nine this Evening, and flay till I come to you-

my Husband will then be engagd at Ombre,
and I can flcal away : Neither ask or hope any

Thing, but what I may grant with Honour,

Burn this Letter, and make a right Ufe of this

Indulgence I fiozv for you. Adieu. Lucy.

Our impatient Lover broke open and
read thefe counterfeit Lines with the great-

efl Tranfport, and never doubted but that

they came from the Miilrefs of his Heart.

Mean time the innocent Lady thought no-

thing of the Ills that were preparing for her.

At the Hour appointed the amorous Frede-

rick fail'd not to take leave of the Company,
pretending a Vi/it to a neighbouring Gen-
tleman, leaving Albertus at Cards with fome
Gentlemen, and flew to the Clofet,. where

D 5 he
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he threw himfelf upon a Couch, and lay

for near half an Hour on the Rack of Ex-
pedation before the Lady camej during

which time Henrietta^ whofe Lord was alfo

engag^'d at Play, went into the Lady Lucy^s

Apartment, who was gone to her Mother's
Chamber, the old Lady being indifpofed,

and put on one of that unfortunate Lady's
Night-gowns, and pulling her white Sarf-

net Hood over her Face, ftole to the Clo-

fet, where the Lover received her with
open Arms. They were obliged to whif-

per, fo that no Difcovery could be made'
from her Voice : Many palTionate Exprefli-

ons pafs'd on his Side, with a hundred
Vows and Promifes of eternal Love and
Fidelity. She feem'd altogether fo difor-

der'd, that fhe fcarce knew what ftie did

or faid ; fo that he taldng Advantage of

that too commodious Opportunity, with a

little Force gain'd his Ends, for Love be-

tray'd the Fort within, while he aflaird

without. Henriettas Virtue was but frail,

and could not (land the Tefl before \ fhe

had not the brave Lucy's Virtue, nor her

Condud. Thus they pafs'd a fatal Hour
together, and then parted with mutual

Promifes of Love, and Repetitions of their

ihort-liv'd Pleafures. He ftay'd behind

fome time in the Clofet as fhe order'd him,

and fhe took off her Difguife, and went

down to the Company : Lord Frederick

quitting
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quitting the Clofet went round bv the Back-

(lairs, and fo went to make his Vifit, greats

ly delighted and furprized at his good For-

tune, and the eafy Conquefl: he had made,

when he expeded a long Refiftance, which

Lady Lucy'*s known Virtue might with jufl:

ReafoB make him apprehend: He return-

ed to Supper, and at Table call his Eyes

a hundred times upon the innocent Lady,

wondring in himfelf that fhe feemM no way
to regard, or return his amorous Glances

;

whilft Henrietta redden'd, and chang'd Co-

. lour often, being vex'd that his Inclinations

were direded to another, and confcious o£

her own Crime, yet fo blinded with her

wicked Paffion, that ftie thought not of

Repentance. After this they had frequent

Meetings in the fame Place to which Hen*

rietta procured him a falfe Key ,• yet Oie

found it often very diiEcult to find Op-
portunities in fuch a manner as to prevent

all Difcovery : But the old Lady continu-

ing to keep her Chamber, and Lady Lucy

being continually attending her, fhe took

the Opportunity to perfonate her in the

Clofetj fo that Lord Eedertck fmiled when-

he heard the Lady fay to her Husband, I

-will go to my Mother, and foon tookfome
Opportunity to withdraw : And the poor
young Lord, Henriettas Husband, had no^

Notion of his Lady^s Faiihood. And now
both Ladies proved with Child, and Lord

Fre^eyick
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Frederick having had a Promife of a Vifit

from Henrietta in thQ Night, and both La-

dies being out of order, and lyin ; for that

Reafon alone, he writ the foilo\ving Biikt*

douxy and put it into Henriettas Hand af-

ter dinner, before he went out a hunting

with Albertus, arid fome other Gentlemen.

I
WILL live in hope^ my charming Lucy, and

feaftmy Imagination with the pleafingthoughts

of what lam to pojfefs this bleft Night : All our

Enjoyments hitherto cannot equal what Inowpro^

mife my felf, I wifh the Sun may not rife to

morrow, but that Darknefs and heavy Slujnbers

may reign over all this Qjiarter of the M^orld^

that you niay fleep whole Hours in my longing

Arms, Sure no Man ever loved fo much be-

fore^ or ever Woman ivas fo chavjning and fo

kind. Oh ! how fm ravifi''d, vjhen I behold

the Alteration of your Shape , and feel thefvoeet

Infant leaping at my Approach ? When your

fond blinded Husband tells the Company^ with a

fecret Pleaftire in his Face, you are with Child,

hovd do I fmile "'tis mine, and only mine 1 He

muft not have o??e Thought : think of w.e, my

jairefl, all the Day, aiid dream all Night, that

we are fleeping on the happy Couch. So foon as

all are gone to bed. Til fly to the Clcfet^ there I

Jhall count each tedious Hour till you come ;

hafle to mv Arms, or I Ihall die with Impatience.

May everInfling Sleep feal up Albertus'j Eyes^

md give you all intirely to your

Doating Lover^ Frederick.
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This fatal Letter Henrietta put into her

Pocket, and fitting down to Cards with

Lady Lucy^ dropped out of it upon a

'Turkey work Carpet under the Table ; and
after Supper the Ladys retiring to their A-
partments to go to bed, Lord Frederick be-

ing withdrawn before, pretending he was
much tired, and would go to reft, the

brave unfortunate Alhertus^ went into this

Room to write fome Letters, on the fame
Table the Ladies had played upon ,• and
fealing of a Letter he let fall the Wax, on
which calling his Valet de Charnhre to take

it up, he perceived the Letter, which was
direded for the Lady Lucy : He fnatched

it up and foon read the dreadful Contents,

but no Words can exprefs what he felt at

that Moment. He bad his Gentleman
leave the Room, who retired immediately
much furprized, perceiving bv his Mailer's

Face and Look, that dire Letter contained

fomething of great Moment to him. Ah
hertus fiil'd with Rage, fnalcr/d up a Dag-
ger, and Hew. Towards the Clofet, and paf-

fing thro' a Gallery that led to it, he
thought he perceivM a Woman, by the

Light of a Branch that hnng in it, pifilng

thro' a Room at the other End, which was
the wretched Henrietta zQm\\\% zo her Gal-
lant, and feeing him, retired : This he
concluded was his Wife, and he ftopp'd a

Moment to debate with himfelfj whether
he
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he fhould not take his Revenge on her

firfl ,• but then refleded that would expofe

his Misfortune, and ruin his and his inno-

cent Children's Reputation : So he refolv'd

to kill the Ravi/iier of his Honour firft,

and punifh her in a more fecret manner.

Accordingly he flole to the Clofet, and en-

tring in the dark, whifper'd, Where are

you, my Love ? Here, my Angel, cry'd

the amorous Frederkhy why have you ftay^'d

fo long ? At thefe Words he leaped from

the Couch to embrace his Miftrefs, and
Albenus aim'd his Poniard fo well, that he

flabb'd him to the Heart, and he fell

down dead, without faying one Word
more, but only, O God, I am kilfd, have

Mercy on my Soul. Albenus fhut the Door,

and went for a Candle out of the Branch,

with which he returned, and fhutting the

Door, fearched the dead Frederick's Pock-

ets, and found there feveral Letters, which
he believed to be his Wife's, fo well had

the wicked Henrietta counterfeited her

Hand. He next confider'd what to do
with the Body, and refolved to drag it ta

a Balcony that was in the Gallery, and

from thence throw it down into the Gar-

den, that it might be believed he was kill'd

and thrown there by fome Thieves or Af-

faffins, who had watched his ^oin^ into

the Clcfet from the Garden. This he per-

formed, and the guilty Henrietta^ who too

well
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well guefs'd the Caufe of all this Mlfchief,

having mifs'd her Letter, faw all thistra-

gick Scene from the Chamber, in which
flie had all this time hid her (elf. After

this Albenus retired to his Apartment, and
(he to hers, but certainly full of the mod
difmal Thoughts, and bittereft Remorfe
of Confcience that ever Woman went to

bed withal. She had now received the

juft Reward fuch vile horrid Adions me-
rit : And now fhe would, doubtlefs, have

given Worlds, had /lie been Miftrefs of

them, for one Moment's Peace of Mind*
O if the vitious would but reflect one fhort

Hour on the State of their own Souls, how
much would they prefer that heavenly Peace

of Mind which the virtuous enjoy, before

all the lawlefs Pleafures of this Life. I

beg you would all refled, who /liall read

this melancholy Hiftory, on the Tranfac-

tions of this dreadful Night : An inno-

cent Lady and her unborn Infant ruined , a

brave young Gentleman, w^ho was dear to

his Prince and Family, killM, and what is

worfe, without any time for Repentance,
fnatched in a Moment, and fent unprepa-

red to appear before the dreadful Tribunal,

from whence none can pafs to eternal Hap-
pinefs without being pure and holy : And
the truly wretched Henrietta dar'd not
right her murderM Lover on the Murderer,
for fear all her vile Adions fhould be dif-

cover'd.
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cover'd. The eiira-cu Mhenmy far from
repenting of the rafli Jj^tA he had done,

pafs'd the Night in meairatiog what he

fhould do to hiS vertuot'S Wife, whom he

had, indeed, too much Reaf n, as to all

Appearance, to detefi : Bii;: bef^jre he rofe

he had made up his Refclutions, fo he ap-

peared calm, and rtiev ''d no e-x:r-: ordinary

Concern when the Servi^nvs alarmed the

Family with the Nev s of Lord Frederkli^

Boay being found murder'd in the Gar-
den, The Lady Lucy^ who was good and
kind to every thing, and had really an ho-
nourable Affection and Refpect for her

Husband's Kinfman, who had indeed done
all that was poffible to gain her Efteem,

and whofe Love for her Ibe never had any
Knowledge of, v^as very much concern'd,

and (bed Tears, lifting up her Hands, and
begging of God^tiKit he would difcover

and bring his Murderers to Juftice. This,

doubtiel's, moi e enraged Alhertus^ who ob-

ferved all her Adions : but he diifembled

his Th'vights, and meditated on nothing

but his Revenge on her, which in a fhort

time afujr he eftetced : For the brave Lord
Frpclerickh B< d •/, being attended by his

Kinfman Jlhevtus , was conve 'd in a

Hearfe to his Father's, where he v as no-

bly inter' 'd amongfl his Anceftors ^ after

which Alhenus returning home, prep i'-'d to

execute his cruel Defiga on his Lady, who

was
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was now near her 1 ime. The old Lady
her Mother was grov^n fo weak with a

Fever and Ague.j that (he could not walk

about her Chamber, but as file v. as led ;

and Henrietta was fo ill with the Fright (he

had fufier'd that fatal Night that had un-

done thern all, that fhe was deliver'd of a

dead Child, and kept her Bed : Thus all

Things concurr'd to facilitate Alkrfus's

Dcfign. He pretended that he had made
a Vow of Devotion to go to a Church
twenty Miles diftanr, to viCit the Shrine

•of a Saint, to procure the fafe Delivery of

his Lady, and the Life of the Child : He
asked her to go along with him, to which
fhe gladly confented, being overjoy'd he

would take her with him. And now he
prepared for this Journey, a long one in-

deed, becaufe they were neither of them
to return home again for many Years. He
had order'd all his Affairs fecretly for his

Flight into England^ whither he defign'd

to go, having remitted confiderable Sums
of Money thither^ and the fatal Day of

their Departure from home being come,
he took leave of his Mother in Law, and
two lovely Children, the little Ladys Lu-

cy and Henrietta^ but with fuch inward Con-
cern as may be imagin'd. He had made
his Will, appointing his two Uncles, the

Brothers of his own Mother, Guardians
of his Children, two Noblemen of known

Integrity,
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Integrity, and unfpotted Charader, and
having fealed it up in a Paper, he, at taking

leave, gave it to the old Lady, faying.

Madam, if any Misfortune iliould befal us

in the wav, 1 leave this in your Hands, and
recommend the Care ofmy Children and Fa-
mily to you. His Lady tenderly embraced
her Mother and Children, and as fhe was
turning about to leave them, her Nofe
guJtii'd out a bleeding, at which fhe was
a little furprized, and faid, Pray, my Dear,
don't let us go, my Heart forebodes fome
III will befal us. He feem'd not to regard

what fhe faid, but led her to the Coach :

They fet out in the Morning, and arrived

at the Village they defign'd that Nighty
where they lay, and very early the next

Morning he wak'd her, and defir'd fhe

would rife and go wath him to Church,
that they might pafs the Day in Devotion,
in order to return home the next. She
readily obeyM, being ever fond of obliging

him : Being drefs'd, he would have her go
on foot, it being not a Mile thither, and
without Attendants. They were to pafs

thro^ a little Wood, beyond which the

Chapel flood : They w ere no fooner en-

terM ir, but two Men in Vizards came be-

hind and feized her ; they clapped a Gag in

her Mouth, blindfolded her Eyes, and car-

ry 'd her into a Coach, into which her cru-

el Husband alfo enter'd, and there being
fix
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fix Horfes they drove fwifdy, but whi-
ther, and with what Defign, fhe knew not»

But now Alhertus began to reveal the fatal

Secret, by the cruelleft Reproaches, to all

which fhe could give no Anfwer but her

Tears; and after he had vented his Rage
fufficiently, he freed her from the Gag in

her Mouth, and unblinded her Eyes, and
holding a Piftol charged in his Hand, told

her, If fhe offerM to make any Noife or

Refiftance he would kill her that Moment,
And now it was that (lie began to vindi-

cate her Innocence, in Terms fo fofc, fo

moving, as would have touched the mod
obdurate Soul, and gain'd Belief of any
but a Man like Alhertus : At lafl: he fhow^d
her the Letters which he had found in Fre-

derick''s Pocket, and the fatal one that he

had taken up under the Table : At the Sight

of thefe fhe was even Thunder-ftruck,.

which he imputed to her Guilt ; but alas !

who would not have been ftruck even dumb
to fee their Hand fo. counterfeited ? Now
what could fhe fay or do, but cry for Help
from Heaven, to prove and clear her Inno-
cence? It was in vain that fhe made Vows
and Proteflations of it, he was deaf to all.

They never ftopp'd all Day to eat or reft,

and traveilM half the Night : And now ic

being Midnight, the Coach ftopp'd ; the

fatal Moment was come when they were
to part,, for he dragg'd her out of the

Coach,
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Coacli, and having ftabb'd her in, three

Places, and fired his Piftol at her Face, he

lefc her for dead, and getting into the

Coach, having ftripped off her Gown and
upper Petticoat, to prevent her being

knov^ n when found, he made to the next

Tov^ n, where the Coach Inn'd, and fet out

earJy the next Day. He foon reach'd Of-
tend^ and there leaving the Coach to be fenC

back to the Town where the Villains, who
were two Soldiers he had procured for this

execrable Deed, had hired it for him, he
embark'd viththem, and arrived fafely in

England, where he difnciifs'd his two At-
tendants with a good Sum of Money, with
w^hich they fettled in the Sea-Port they

landed at, which was Harwich, and never

troubled themfelves about him. He came
flrait to London., paid a Vifit to Court, and
got a new CommilUcn from King William,

with whom he went into Flanders the next

Spring, but made ufe of another Name.
And now it is fit w^e fliould return to the

poor Lady, whom we left in fo deplorable

a Condition.

CHAP
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CHAP V.

WH O can deflroy him whom the di-

vine Providence thinks fit to fpare ?

He who is in the Ahnighty's Favour needs

not fear the fharpefl Poniardj or the moft

potent Enemy ; Virtue and Innocence are

Armour fufficient to fecure us from all

Harms, even Death it felf. Our chafte

Heroine, who had never fwerved from her

Duty either to God or Man, the left full

of Wounds, at Midnight, in a defolate

Foreft, and great with Child, is the Care
of Providence. Not far from this Place

there was a Convent of Francifcan Friers,

amongft whom there was one whofe Life

was more exemplary than the reft, fo that

he was juftly efteemed a very holy Perfon ;

his Faftings and Works of Charity were
fo frequent and extraordinary, excelling his

Brethren, that they had a fecret Venera-
tion for him : The lick were often cured
by his Prayers, and the perifhing Prifoner

freed at his Requefl ; in lliort, he was an
excellent Chriftian, and a Man much belo-

ved of God. This pious Man, fleepm^ on
his Mat, on the Pavement, in his Cloifter,

as
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as was his Cuftom, locked up in fweet
Slumbers, fucli as nothing but a good Con-
fcience can procure, was doubtlefs vilited

by fome good Angel, or divinely infpired,

for he dream'd that a Voice call'd aloud,

and repeated thefe Words three feveral

times. Father Jofeph^ arife, take a Light
in your Hand, and haile to the neighbour-

ing Forefl, there near an Oak, rent by
Lightning feven Years agone, and bow'd
down towards the North, you wa'll find a
Woman cruelly wounded, altogether inno-

cent of the Crime for which /lie has been

fo inhumanly treated : Do your Endeavour
to fave her Life, and the Infant's with
whom fhe is now pregnant, a Bleffing

/liall attend your Endeavour, and the Child

^all be a great Ornament to the Church ;

delay not one Moment to execute this

Command. At the third Repetition of

thefe Words he awoke, and without hefita-

ting rofe. Girding on his gray Frock and
Sandals, he took a Candle and Lanthorn
in one Hand, and his Staff in the other ;

he ftay'd no longer than to put a Bottle of

Cordial in his Pocket, and {o fet out, for

he feared not the Darknefs of the Night,

nor the Fury of wild Beads or Thieves,

for he had nothing but his Life to lofe, and

that he was ready to lay down with Plea-

fure : And tho he was not aflured that it

was more th^n a Dream, yet he rather

5 chofe
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chofe to endure the Midnight Cold, it

being now Winter, which in thefe Parts is

pretty fevere, and run the greateft Dan-
gers, than omit his Duty, and lofe an Op-
portunity of doing good, O that fuch a

Spirit of Goodnefs, fuch a Defire of good
Works, reigned in the Hearts of all Man-
kind, what a Heaven would this Vale of

Mifery become ! He hafted to the Place,

with which he was well acquainted, for

he had lopp'd many a Branch, and made
and carry'd home to his Convent, upon his

aged Back, many Loads of Faggots, out

of this Foreft ,• he foon reached the Oak,
and found the poor Lady, whom Lofs of

Blood, and the Fright, had bereft of all

Senfe, fo that at firft he believed her quite

dead; but lifting her up from the Ground,
he poured feme of the Cordial into her

Mouth, and in a little time perceived fome
Signs of Life in her ; then tearing her

Handkerchief to pieces, he bound up her
right Arm which was wounded ; for ha-

ving no other Light but the Flambeau one
of the Villains carried, Albenus had by
the Providence of God, which doubtlefs

interpofed, given her no mortal Wound,
but ftabb'd her in the right Arm, the left

Thigh, and a flight Wound in the left

Side of her Neck, and his Piftol had mifs'd

her Face, only the Powder had fla/li'd in

her Eyes, he having held the Cock of his

Fiaol
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Piftol fo near them, that (he had 9K this

inftant loft the Ufe of Sight. The good
Father putting Confidence in the laft

Words oi the Voice he had heard, more
than in any Judgment he could make of
her prefent Condition, ufed his utmofl
Endeavours to help her ; reviving, flie flill

imagined that fhe was in the Hands of the

cruel Alhertusy and faid with a weak Voice,
It is enough, my unkind Lord, I die inno-

cent, and I pray God to forgive you : At
thefe Words fhe fainted again, and the

good Father repeated a Dofe of the Cor-
dial, and perceived that her Eye-lids had
been fcorched with Gunpowder, and were
extremely fwollen, V/hen fiie again revi-

ved he fpoke to her, and told her who he

was, and that he would run and call for

Help to bring her to his Convent ; fo

he left her, and ran as faft as his aged Legs
would bear him back to his Convent, where

.

he call'd two of his Brethren, who took a

Blanket, and went along with him with

Lights. They found her lying at the foot

of the Tree, where he had left her. This

was a moft miraculous Deliverance, for

the wild Beafts, of which the Woods and

Forefts in Germany are full, had not ap-

proached her, whom doubtlefs Angels

guarded. She was again fallen into a

Swoon I they put her gently into the Blan-

ket, and fo brought her fafe to the Con-
vent,
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vent, where cliey carryM her into their

little Infirmary, put her into Btd, dreft

her Wounds with a Balfam of great Excel-

lency and Virtue, put Ointment upon her

Eye-lids and Face, proper to take out the

Fire and affuage her Pain, gave her Cor-
dials and did all that was neceffary to fave

her Life ; and then leaving two to watcli

with her, all the reft of the Society,

which were twelve in number, went with
their Superiors to their Chapel, and pad
the Remainder of the Night in Prayer.

So foon as it was Day, Father Jofe^h wenc
to a Convent of Nuns, which was in a;

Village a Mile diftant from the Fryars,
and acquainted the Abbefs with the Story,
defiring fhe would receive and take into
her care this injur'd Lady : She readily
confented, it being altogether improper,
and againft the Rules of that Order, for her
to remain in the other Convent, becaufe
of her Sex and Condition. So he return 'd,.

and they carry 'd her to the Monaflery, in
the fame manner as they had brought her
to their. Convent the precedent l^^ightJ
Here fhe was carefii'ly tended, perfect-
ly cur'd, and fafcly delivered of a Son m
fix Weeks after her Arrival there : . She
had related all her Story to the Abbefs,
and by her Advice refolved to continue
here, becaufe that good Lady, and Father
Jofej^h^ perfuaded her not to e:^'pofe her

E felf
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felf any more to her enraged Husband^s
Fury, but to wait patiently the Events
Time might produce , not doubting but

God would difcover the Perfon who had
fo greatly injurM her, and been the Caufe
of all this Mifchief, by counterfeiting her

Hand, whom fhe could not guefs at j for

alas ! fhe did npt believe the guilty Henrietta

capable oFfo vile an Adion. The Abbefs
promifed that fhe would get her fome
News from tim€ to time of her Children

and Family ; and Father Jojeph undertook

to go to Heidelberg every fix Months, with
the Father-Guardian's Permiffion, who
was willing to it : They urg'd that no-
thing but Time and Remorfe of Confcience

could bring her Husband to a true Senfe

of his Fault, for which it was neceifary

that her Innocence fhould be juftify^d by

t\i& Mouth of the Perfon who had wrong'd
her, whom God w^ould doubtlefs force by
fome Judgment in his good time to make
& ContefTion of her Crime. Thefe Argu-
naents prevail'd with her to (lay with her

Deliverers, and wait upon God : And
now ^tis neceifary w^e return to this Lady's

Home.
No News arriving of Alhertus nor his

Lady to their Home, her Mother and all

the Family, by whom fhe was infinitely

ibeiov^d, except Henrietta, were in the ut-

^a©ft Concern. At lafl; Alhrtus^s Servants

z and
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and Coach return'd empty, and could give

no account, but that Orders were fent to

them from their Mafter by a Peafant, who
faid he had feen him on the Road towards

Oflendy that they fliould return home.

This was all that could be learned ,• and
tho all poffibJe Inquiry was made, yet all

things remain^ a Secret for fome Years;

during which Alberms ferv'd in Flanders

under another Name ,• having pretend-

ed to King William^ that he had unfor-

tunately kiird a Gentleman of Quality

in a Duel, which had obliged him to fly

his Country: And thus he ftrove to hide

his Crime from the Worlds and to hufli

the Tortures of his troubled Mind with
Company, Wine and Women -, for now
he had almofl quite laid afide thofe good
Principles, which he had always been go-
verned by before. The Army befieging Na*
mur^ on the taking it, this Gentleman en-
ter'd it with his Troop amongft the reft ;

and the Soldiers being eager on plundering,

a beautiful young Lady came running and
call herfelf at his Feet, begging he would
protect her from the Soldiers Infolence,

who had juft kill'd her Father and Brother,
who were the richeft Merchants in the
place, becaufe they had refifted : She had
very rich Jewels on, and much Treafure
in her Lap ; fhe was very young, not a-

bove fifteen ^ and fo handfom, that fhe

E a was
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Avas a perfed Beauty. Albertus was a Man
no ways Proof againfl fuch Charms ; and
tho he had made a thoufand Vows and
Oaths never to marry again, yet he had
made none againft keeping a Miftrefs :

he receiv'd her kindly, went with her to

her Home, which was in the next Street,

turn'd out the Soldiers, and fet two of his

own to iland Centinels at the Door ^ and
there left her lecur'd, whilll: he purfued

the Duties of his Command. And the

Town being yielded, he went and took

up his Qiiarters at the lovely Gertrude^Sy

for that was this fair Creature's Name.
And now he grew pailionately fond of

her ,• and tho her Aunt, a Lady of great

Virtue and Condud, who had bred her

up, and govern^ the Family ever iince the

Death of her Sifter, Gertrudes Mother,

who dy'd when flie was not three Years

old, did all Hie was able to prevent it,

and was as careful as was poffible, yet

he debauched her j and when his Company
was order'd to march elfev, here, file went

along V. ith him, and took a great deal of

Treafure with her. At the end of the

Campaign fhe came with him into England.

And thus they liv'd for five Years together;

and fhe brought him three Children. It

was his Nature to be jealous and revenge-

ful, as his paft Adions have convinced us.

This poor Lady was much younger than

himfelf.
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himfelf, and expos'd to a thoufaud Eyes,

by travelling with him every Campaign
into Flanders^ for he never trufted her to

ftay behind. His Collonel, a young En-
glijh Lord, caft h"s Eyes upon her ; he was
younger than AWertus, richer, and looked

on this Foreigner as much below him i

He treated Alhenus very unlundly, fent

him out upon the mod dangerous Enter-

prizes, put him in the places of moll: Dan-
ger in every Attack when tliey were before

a Town, and made Prefents to Gertrude-

wherever fhe came, vifited her in every

Town where fhe was lodged ^ and in fine

did all he could to enrage and get rid of

his Rival, who growing furiouily jealous,

and an Argus over his Miftrefs, made her

very uneafy ; and flie began to prefs hiiii

to marry her, and pleaded how ungene-
roufly he had ruin'd and brought her froiin

her Home and Country, and now refus'd

to make her his Wife, and legitimate her

unfortunate Children, for whom file faw
no Provifion made : Thus they were con-
tinually cavilling. At lafl: being fent out

to command a Party for Forage, he was
met by a Party of the Enemy, who beat

his and took him Prifoner, with feveral

other Officers ; he hdid fought bravely,

and was wounded in three places : He
was carried to Lifie ^ and there put into

the HofpitaL VVhilft he lay here under
E 5 Curey,
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Cure, God awaked his Confcience, and
he began to refled on the three Wounds
he had given his Lady, and how he had
murder'd her, as he thought, quite unpre-

par'd for Death : Thefe Thoughts brought

him to a iincere Repentance, and he made
a Vow% that ii he recovered he would
quit his Poft, or ask leave to difpofe of k^

make a Provifion for the ruinM Gertrude

and her Children, and return in difguife

to Heidelberg-^ to once more behold his

Children, without difcovering himfelf,

and then retire from the World into the

Foreft where he had done the fatal Mur-
der, caufe a Hermitage to be ereded on
the bloody Spot of Ground, and lead a

Hermit's Life the reft of his Days. He
•was rich, and therefore wanted not the

Means to do this, or any thing elfe that

he could in Reafon defire : He had the

Comfort of all the Affiftance the Chap-
lains of the Hofpital could afford him ;

one of them heard his Confeffion, and
greatly approv'd his Defign ,• for fince he

could not raife his murder'd Lady to Life

again, nor Kinfman, all he could do to

procure Pardon of his heinous Crimes,

and make his Peace with Heaven, was to

repent fincerely of it, and by continual

Prayer, Mortification, and Alms-deeds,

endeavour to obtain the Almighty's Fa-

vour, and a happy Death : He at laft re-

coyer'd.
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cover'd, was cur'd of his Wounds^ ^"^1

exchanged. Ac his Return to the Army
he found his Miftrefs Gertrude had piay'd

him falfe with the Colonel ; on which^

having thrown up his CommiiTion^ and^ puc

all his Affairs in order, he paid one Vifit

to Gertrude to take leave of her, and to

demand his Children. He found her alone,-

it being after Dinner, and he thus addreft

himfelf to her ;

Gertrude^ you fee here before you ar

Man- fo chang'd- from what he was when'

he left you, that you will fcarce give cre-

dit to him when he tells you how bitterly

he has, and does repent of having ruin'd

you : Yes, my unfortunate fair One, I

have all the Senfe of my Crime that is

poffible, and am come to make an Atone-
ment for it^ by providing for you. After

the falfe Steps you have made in my ab-

fence, you cannot exped that I fhould

marry you ; but for our dear innocent

Children, ^tis jufl: that I provide honoura-
bly for them, and I will do it. I am going,

now to quit the World, and take an eter-

nal leave of all its vitious Pleafures : I

have liv'd too long in Folly, and am now
going to prepare for Death, that I may be
able to meet the dreadful Hour without
Aftonifhment : Oh my Gertrude, if yoa
would but be prevail'd upon to follow my
Example, how thankful fhould I be to

E 4 Hea-
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Heaven, how tranfponed to quit your
Converfation, in full Hopes of meeting you
above, to be eternally happv together :

Let me condud you to a Monailery, w here

you may live feciir'd from Temptations
iind new Misfortunes. Yoa have now got-

ten a new^ Lover, but alas ! v^hen Aee or

Sicknefs fliall bring him to a fight of his

Folly, how he will deteft and perhaps re-

proach you ; nay, in the end leave you,

and mere helplefs Infants, to be.expos'd to

Want, Scorn, and all kinds of Mifery :

Let me perfuade you to prevent this, and
your everlading Ruin, by quitting this

vile way of Life, and embracmg a nobler ;

I cannot fhew my Affection to you in any

thing fo much as this. All fenfual Aftedion

mufi: now^ ceafe between us ,• and this is

the lafl bed Office I can ever do you ,• as

for my three Sons, whom God has givtn

me by you, their Sex exempts them from

the Misfortunes your's is fubjed to ,• and

I will take the bed care I can to breed

them vertuoufly, and if poffible to ferve

at the Altar, that their pious Prayers may
avail us and others : Send for them and

give them, to me. I have put a Sum of

Money, fufficient for your Support, into

a Banker's Hands, who will take care to

pay you five and twenty Pounds every

Qtiarter : Confider of the Oiter I now
make you cf retiring, which will be the

greatefl
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greateft Satisfadion I can receive in this

Life.

The blooming Gertrude was fo touch'd

with this Difcourfe, that a Flood of

Tears run down her lovely Face, and file

fell ac his Feet, begg'd pardon for her

Fault, and yielded to go wherever he

would lead her. He left her to give Or-
ders for their Departure, with the Chil-

dren, that very Night ; and accordingly

returned at eight a-clock, took her into a.

Berlin which he had hir'd, difcharg'd the-

Servants and Lodgings, and fet out for

Hsidelberg*

They met with no extraordinary Ad-
venture on the Way, till they came wiihin

twenty Miles of that City, and then it

being about eight a-clock at Night, and.

very dark, being the lad Day o{ September^

jpfl: before they reach'd a Town where
they dedgn'd to ftay to repofe themfelves

for fome Days, till all things were ma-
naged for their Separation, from a Wood
which they paft by, they were furpriz'd;

with the Shrieks of a Woman, and the

Noife of Swords clafhing ; Albertus callU

to the Coachman to flop, and having the

Light of two Flambeaux, which were
carry'd by two Peafants whom he had
hired to light the Coach to the next Town,
for he had brought no Servants along with>

him^ and fo difguis'd himfelf as not to>

E 5 fear
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fear being known, having put a great

Patch upon one E}e, wore a black Wig,
and had black'd his Eye-brows, being na-
turally a Man of a fair Complexion j he
leap'd out of the Coach, being arm'd with
Piftols and his Sword, calling out aloud,

Hola, where are you that cry for Help,
here is fome coming to your Aid ? The
Voice anfwer'd. Here, here ; make hafle

for God's Sake. Gertrude cry'd out to him
to ftay, and not expofe himfelf ^ the Chil-

dren fcream'd, but in vain ; he ru/lied in-

to the Wood, with the two brave Pea-
fants, and following the Voice came up
to a place, where he faw a Coach without
Horfes, the Harnefs being cut, and a fine

Gentleman with his Back againft a Tree,

defending himfelf againft four Ruffians,

who were all mask'd j not far from him
Jlood a young Lady, with her Hair torn

about her Ears, richly dreft, but in a mod:

diftracted Condition, wringing her Hands,
and frighted almoft to Death. Alhertus

placed himfelf immediately by the Gentle-

man, and cry'd, Villains, turn to me your

Swords : At thefe Words he difcharg'd

one of his Piftols in the Face of him that

was next him, and fliot him dead ; this

redoubled the Courage of the poor Gen-
tleman who wasattack^'d, and he wounded
another, on which the other two fled ,•

and the L^dy ran to Alhrtus and embraced

himj
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him, asdidalfo the Gentleman, who was
wounded in two Places, and almoft faint

with loCs of Blood. Albertus helped them
into their Coach, and ftay'd with them
whilfl one of the Peafants went for his

Berlin, they being not able to walk to it

;

and the Horfes belonging to their Coach
running loofe about the Wood ; and if

they had not, the Harnefs was fo cut they

could not have been faften'd to the Coach
to draw it. Alkrtus's Coach came up pre-

fently, and the obliging Gertrude made
room for the poor frighted Lady and Gen-
tleman, and fo they drove into the Road ;

l\\Qn Albertus ask'd. Whither they fhould go
for help, a Surgeon being wanting ,• and
if they could pollibly fuffer the length of

the way to the next Town, to which it

was above a League ? The Lady an-

fwer'd. No, their Abode was in the way,
not a Mile diftant, where he and all his

/hould now and ever after be welcome.
The Offer was gladly accepted, and they

foon arriv'd at a noble Seat like a Palace.

Here they were highly entertained, the

wounded Gentleman being the Lord of

this place, and a great Eftate. His
Wounds were drefl by a Surgeon, one of his

Domeflicks, one of which was in his right

Leg, the other in his left Arm ; he was
oblig'd to go to bed, fo they all fupp'd in

his Chamber ,• and the Lady entertain'd
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her Deliverers with the Story of that

Day's Adventures, and gave them alfo an
Account of her own and her Lord's Fa-
Hiiiy, and the Hiflory of their Lives, and
of feme other particular things belonging
to this Hiflory.

CHAP. VL

I
Was, fa Id fhe, born in France ; my Fa-

ther had the Honour to command a

Regiment of Horfe in the Service of that

illuftrious Monarch, our great King Lewis.

the Fourteenth, being a younger Brother

of one of the beft Familys in Britany, one

of the Guemadeucs : My Mother was an

Heirefs of the noble Family of the Ro-^

iians ; and fhe brought my Father a great

Fortune : She had no more Children by
my Father but my felf and a Son, who is

BOW in a great Poft in that Province. I

was much beloved by my Mother, and
greatly indulged : She died before I was
Sfteen, and with my Father's Confent,

who doated upon her, and never deny'd her

any thing, fhe put me in po(feffion of a

Fortune ; fo that now I became Miftrefs

and Manager of my Father^s Family, and

mj felf indeedy for I was now in a manner
at
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at my own Difpofal. This occafion'd a

very great Misfortune to befal me, for a

young Hugomt Gentleman, who w^anted

to make his Fortune, cad; his Eyes upon
me, and fecretly made Love to me, well

know'ing my Father would never conierit

to his marrying of me, becaufe of his Re-
ligion : My Father's Abfence at the Army
gave him all the Opportunities he could

defire. I at lafi Xov'^d him, and it being

impoffible for us to be marry'd in this Pro-

vince, or any other pare of F^ance^ for no
prieft or Bifliop woriid venture co do \t;

befides he could not reiuain there fecure

from Perfecutionsfromm; Father, and the

reft of my Family, and the Clergy ,• heat
laft prevaiTd with me to confent to fly

with him to HoUand: I got my Money out

of the Gentleman^s Hands where it w'as

lodg^'d ,• and by Means of a Hugorm Mer-
chant, who was my Lover's Friend, got
Bills upon a Correfpondent of his at Am^
flerdain : He like wife procur'd us a Paflfage-

in a Veffel from St. Makes to Holland, I left

only a Letter full of Excufes for my dear
Father, for Love had fo bewitched me^.

that I left all without that Concern which
I ought to have had, or the leaft Appre-
henfions of the Miferies I was going to

expofe my felf to. We fet fail with a fair

Wind, and arriv'dfafe,- and going afhore^

with, all that belongMto us,, went diredly

to.-.
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to the Merchant's to whom my Bills were
diredeck X had brought along with me
all my Clothes, Jewels, Plate, and every

thing elfe of value that belonged to me :

He had do;ie the fame, tho he had not

any Fortune comparable to mine. And
now I expected he would immediately
marry me. I imprudently gave him my
Bills : He was very fond of me ; but I

quickly found his bafe Defign, which was
to ruin me, and then I had reafon to be-

lieve he would abandon me, and go off

with my Fortune ^ for if he were capable

of fo vile an Adion, as to break all his

Vows and facred Promifes wath a Woman
who had aded fo generoufly as I had done
with him, one who had abandoned her

Family and Country, and brought him fo

great a Fortune, without all queftion he
would do every thing Mq that was vile

and wicked. He took the liberty of co-

ming into my Chamber every Morning
before I was up, and would fometimes

fend my Maid out of the Room on fome
frivolous Errand or other ; and then he

would fit on the Bed-fide and kifs my
Hands, and take great Liberties : In fine,

I every Day perceived fomething or other

that confirmed my Sufpicions of him, and
grew to love him lefs. And now I was
almoft driven to Defpair what to do next ;

to return to my Father's was impofiible,

there
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there I could exped no Pardon after what
I had done ^ he had got my Fortune into

his Hands, and I had only about two hun-

dred Piftoles left in my Pocket, and my
Clothes and jewels, whilfl: he had receiv'd

five thoufand Pounds of mine. I flrove

by all the gentle Means in the World to

gain him to his Duty, but in vain : He
made a hundred fruitlefs Attempts to de-

bauch me, but I was too well arm'd : At
laft he proposed to me to go to fonie other

place to be marry'd, becaufe we were now
too well known to the Merchant, at whofe
Houfe we liv'd, and fo might in time meet
with fome Trouble from my Father. This
I knew was a very foolifh Pretence,- but

becaufe he fwore he would marry me if I

would go elfewhere, I confented : So we
fet out for the Low Coimtriesy and arriv'd

at laft at Antwerp ; and here he told me
plainly that I muft pafs for his Wife,

and that he had told the People of the

Houfe we were now come to lodge at,

that I w^as fo, and had taken no more
Chambers but one for the Servant, and the

other for himfelf and me, and if I would
not confent to this, I muft be lookM on as

his Miftrefs. 'Tis needlefs to relate the

juft Reproaches I made him : He did not

relent. At laft I told him plainly, that I

would rather chufe to die, than ever fub-

mit to what he proposed ; that I now faw
his villainous Defigns, and was too late

fenfible
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fenfible of my Error and Folly ,• then I

bid him reflore a part at lead of my For-

tune, and leave me. At this he laugh'd

aloud, and turned his Back upon me : I

faw him no more that Night ,• and the

next Morning I found on Inquiry that he

was gone, having fent for his Horfes at

five a-clock, and his Footman, who went
to an Inn with them, where the Porter

who brought the Meflage to him for them
direded him. I was fo Hiock'd at firft

with this News, that I was almoft diftrac-

ted j but on Refledion, by my poor Ser-

vant's Advice, whom I brought out of

France along with me, I refolvM the Vil-

lain fhould not go unpunifh*d ; fo I rofe,

and went in a Chair to the Bifhop, and
acquainted him with the whole Story :

After he had gently reprehended me, he

fent a Gentleman along with me to the

Governor^ where J was receiv'd with great

Generofity, and Orders were immediate-

ly given that my faithlefs Lover /hould be

purfu'd, and arreted as a Cheat, who had;

defrauded me of my Fortune. I was in-

vited to Hay at the Governor's, and glad-

ly accepted the Offer. In three Days
time my Villain was overtaken, and

brought Prifoner to Antwerpy where my
Servant and I confronted him : He confeft

he had defign'd to poifon me, and had got

foifon for that purpofe, but that he could

not
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not find in his heart to do it. In fliort,

he reftored Three thoufand Pounds of my
Five, and I obtained that he liiould be lee

go. He quickly left Antwerp, where the

common People were even ready to (lone

him as he pafs'd along the Streets, and
went for Geneva, where many fuch Saints

find Countenance and Shelter. And now
it was my good Fortune that the Gover-
nor's Nephew, this ray dear Husband,
took a Fancy to me, and made me his Wife.

V/e have been five Years married, and \t is

two fince we came to this Place, by rea-

fon of an Uncle's Death, who has left my
Husband this Cafl:Ie, and all his Eftate :

We went out this unfortunate Morning to

a Relation's Wedding fifteen Miles off,

and returning, had the Coach ftopp'd in

the Road by the four Ruffians you faw in

the Wood ,• they dragg'd the Horfes into it,

went to tear me out of the Coach, and had
doubtlefs a Defign to rob and murder us.

Out of four Servants that were with us,

none were bold enough to fight, for the

Coachman being kiil'd with aPiftol, by one

of the Villains when they came up to the

Coach, the Poll ill ion and Valets, w^ho

were well mounted, iled for their Lives.

We made a Vifit by the way, that doubt-

lefs canfed it to be fo very late, making a

great Round ,• for we went firft to take a

laft Adieu of a dying Friend, an Injh

Lady,
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Lady, of whom I can tell you a Story
more ftrange than my own. Here Hie re-

lated how the wicked Henrietta had con-
fefsM the Crime fhe had committed againft

the innocent Lady Lucy; and how that

Lady's Mother had grieved fo, that fhe

had fcarce ever flirr'd out of her Charnber
fince the lofs of her Daughter, of whom
no News had ever been heard fince her

Husband and /he went out together. Al*
hertus chang^'d colour often, and was much
perplex'd at the hearing of this Story ;

but ^cor Gertrude was as ignorant of his

being concern'd in it as the Lady that re-

lated it. They all took leave of one ano-
ther to go to bed, it being late, and the

^vounded Lord wanting Reft. Albertus

had made Gertrude pafs for his Niece, and
acknowledged the Children for hi^ own^
as being a Widower ; fo Beds were accor-

dingly provided, and they all retired, but
Albertus never clos'd his Eyes all Night.
Oh ! how did he now repent the having
murder'd his vertuous Lady ,- all that paf-

fionate Affedion which he had formerly

had for her revived, and he would have gi-

ven Empires, had he been Monarch oF
them, to reftore her to Life again. What
Grief, what Stings of Confcience did he

feel, when he refleded on the Barbarity

of that Deed ! He that had murdered his

vertiious, innocent Wife, great with the

tender
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tender Pledge of their mutual Affedion,

this was fuch a fliocking Thought, that

he could fcarce bear it. Now he refoived

to pay a Vifit to his dear Mother-in-law
and Children, and then to leave the World
for ever, but to go fo difguifed," that none

might difcover him. Thus he pafs'd the

tedious Hours till Day brake j the next

Morning he breakfafted with the Lord and

Lady, and the Lord's Wounds were pretty

free from Pain, and in a fair way of Reco-
very. And now he let them underfland^

that his Niece defignM to ga into a Mona-
ftery -, and that being himfelf a Widower,
having bury'd his Wife in England, he de-

fign'd to retire alfo into the Country, and

put his Sons to School. The Lady ear-

neflly prefs'd him to leave Gertrude with

her, faying it was pity fo young and beau-

tiful a Lady, with fuch a Share of good
Senfe as fhe feem'd to have, fhould be im-
mured from the World, and intreated her

to (lay with her, faying llie fhould be fond

of fuch a Companion. Gertrude feeming
very willing, he confented ; and (o leaving

her Bills for to provide for her either m
the World at large, or in a Convent, he

took leave the next Day of all the Family,

and of his unhappy Miflrefs, who was in-

deed much concern^ at parting with him
and her Children, but was obliged to con-

ceal her Grief from thefe noble Strangers

Eyes

;
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Eyes. He took leave of her alone, and

faid all that Piety could infyire to perfuade

her to VivQ vertuoufly for the future, ask'd

Pardon of her for having ruin'd her, and

in fine, taik*d like a Man who had a true

Notion of this Life, and was feriouily re-

folved to prepare for a better. They ten-

derly embracM one another, but he would
not declare to her what Place he was go-

ing to retire to ; and all ilie could obtain

of him was, that he would once in a Year

let her by fome means or other hear from
him whiifl he lived ; and if he died? he

would take care to let her have News of

his Death, and a Dire6iion where to find

the Children. Thus he took an eternal

Leave of her, and fet cut for Heidkhergy

where being arrived, he went and lodg'd

in an Itin, fent away the Berlin and Ser-

vants, and then with his Patch upon one

Eye, black Wig, and Officer's Habit,

which had been made in England-, wrapM
up in a Cloak, he ventur'd to his own
Houfe, where he defirM to fpeak with the

old Lady, to whom he was foon admitted,

pretending: he came from England^ and

had fome Nev. s to tell her of her Son-in-

law Alhertus : He told her that they had

been feiJow Officers and intimate Friends

together for (ome Years pail, and that he

had heard him often fpeak with great Af-

fection of a Lady and Children which he

faid
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faid he had left in this City. He fome
time before he died (for he is dead, Ma-
dam, faid he) told me that he had re-

ceived News of her Death from a Convent
in Flanders, where he had left her, by rea-

fon of an unhappy Difference that had
happen^ between them, which he did not
inform me of: He put on Mourning, and
feem'd much grieved ; foon after he fell

fick, and on his Death-bed charged me, if

ever I faw Heidkkrg, to pay a Viiit to you.

Madam, and his Children ; and to affure

you, as he was a dying Man, that he be-

lieved your Daughter innocent of the

Crime he fufpeded her of, and that he re-

commended his dear Children to your
Care. At thefe Words the poor old Lady
wept, and anfwer^'d, my dear Lucy's In-

nocence is, I thank Heaven, clear'd, the
too late. I have already mourn'd her lofs

more than Reafon and Religion will al-

low, and you fhall hear from the Month of
her, Accufer her Juftification ; for Heaven
has doubtlefs preferved the Wretch {till

alive, tho in the Agonies o^ Death, to

fee you, and with her own Mouth to vin-

dicate and clear her Virtue. As for my
dear Grandchildren I have done for them
all that God and Man can require ; and
I biefs Heaven, they have anfwer'd my
Expedation. Here /lie fent for the lovely

Lucy and Henrietta^ who were grown up to

be
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be almofl marriageable; but how did his

Soul melt when he beheld them ? the big

Drops ftole down his Cheeks, which he

conceard with his Handkerchief: The
eldefl was her Mother's Pidure, he fa-

luted them both, and then pretending hafte,

de(ired to fee the dying Henrietta^ to whom
the old Lady (he leading her, by reafon of

her Weaknefs) conduced himi His Soul

ftarted with Averfion at the Sight , her

GonfefTor was prefent, and with a dying

Voice fhe recited the fatal Story, appear-

ing truly penitent. What Effect this had

upon his Mind may eafily be imagin'd : the

Sight of this dying Criminal, to a Man
who knew himfelf equally culpable, muft

be very moving, to excite him to prepare

for the like Hour. He hailed to take

kave, tho he was much prefs'd to fiay ,-

and now he fet out with his Children for

the fatal Place where he had z^tdi his Tra-

gedy, and defign'd to pafs the reft of his

Life. He arrived in Safety at the Town
where he and his Lady had gone to per-

form his pretended Vow of Devotion.

Here he placed his Children at School at a

Convent of the Jefuits ; and then taking

privately fome Workmen with him to the

Foreft, fhew'd tiiem where to build his lit-

tle Cottage or Cell, which confifted of

three fmall Rooms. This was foon finirti'd,

and meanly furnifh'd, for he had a poor

Bed-
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Bedflead, with a Mattrefs and coarfe Co-
vering, fuch as might only fuffice to keep

out the Cold ; a Table, two Chairs and a
Lamp, with fome few other NecefTaries,

furnifli'd his Bed-chamber; his Kitchen
was equally mean, and he made a little

Oratory of the other Room, having a
fmall Altar placed there^ and here he kept
his Books. All things finifhed to his Mind,
he retired thither, ordering a Lad who be-
longed to the Jefuits, to come twice in a
Week to him for fear he /hould die of

want, in cafe he fiiould fall (ick ,• and this

Boy brought him Bread and Roots, fuch as

he wanted, for he eat no Flefli, and drank
only Water : And now it being much
nearer for him to hear Mafs, and do his

Duty at the Fraud/cans Convent, than to

go to the Town, he frequented that, let-

ting his Beard grow, and going drefs'd in

coarfe Frize, made after the fafhion of a
Hermit, that is, in a Garment down to
his Heels,- he had a Hair Shirt, a Felt

Hat, and ordinary Shoes ,• and in a iliort

time was fo prodigioufly altered, that it

would have been impolTible for his own
Lady to have known him, but by talking
with him ,• for to a Man that had always
liv'd in the World and far'd delicately, who
was now in a declining Age, and had fuf-

fer'd little or no Hardfhips, fuch a Change
of Life muft occafion a ftrange Alteration

in
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in a Hiort time i and he loon gre\^ To weak^
that he was obiigM to walk with a Scafl-' to

Church. But now we muft leave hiiHj to

return to his Lady^ whom we left in the

Convent.

CHAP. VII.

SH E was now perfectly recover^ , and
mil fed her Child, which being now

live Years old, was put to the Francifcans

Convent, and committed to the Care of

the good Father Joftph, to be bred up in

all Virtue and Learning, that he might be

worthy the Eftate he was born the Heir

ofi for Albertus having no other Son by her,

he was the fole and true Heir of all his

Eftate, and the Proofs of his Birth were
fufficienr. This fweet Child, who was

now feven Years old, and refembled both

his Mother and Father, was the Darling of

ail the Convent ; and by means of the

Lady Abbefs, Lady Lucy had often News
of her other Children and Family, but

none of her Husband, from the fatal

Night that he left her in the Foreft for

dead, till now, when the Abbefs's Cor-

refpondent at Heidkherg fent the Abbefsa
i Letter
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Letter of Henriettas Death, who died feme

few Days after /lie had feen Alhertus, and

was handfomiy interred by the Lord her

Husband, to whom fhe left only one Son

:

And this young Widower was fo touched

with the manner of her Death, and her

Crimes, that he took a Diflike to the

World, and looked on the Misfortunes he

had met withal by his Affedion and En-
gagement with that unfortunate Lady, as

the Work of Providence, in order to re-

duce him to embrace a religious Life, and
quit the World. So that after her Burial,

he fettled his Affairs, putting his Son and
Fortune into the old Lady his Aunt's

Hands, to be, on her Death, taken care

of by the fame Guardians into whofe
Hands her Grand-daughters w ere to be
left ; dedring that his Son, if they liked

one another, fhould marry the young Lady
Lucy when they were grow^n up ; and fo

he wxnt into a Convent of Benedifiines^

and became a Monk of that Order. In
this Letter the Abbefs's Correfpondent aU
fo informed her of Albertus's Vifit to his

Family ; that is, that an Officer from
England had brought an Account of Al^
bertm's Death. The Abbefs fhew'd this

Letter to Lady Lncy^ who could not for-

bear rtiedding Tears, notwithftanding the
cruel Treatment he had given her ,• and fh^
was extremely /hock'd at hearing w hat the

F treache-
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treacherous Henrietta had declared on her

Death-bed. This made her ready even
to pardon her dead Lord all he had done to

her, confidering the Reafons he had to

condemn her; fince Letters, which he
fuppofed to be writ by her own Hand,
were the raofl convincing Proofs he could

have of her Guilt; and fo he was to be
pitied. Thefe were the tender Sentiments

that fill'd her generous Soul at the News of

his Death ; and fhe caufed Mafles to be

faid for his Soul's Repofe, and mourn'd ex-

tremely for his lofs, and faid to the Ab-
befs : Alas, I flill flattered my felf, that

God would at lafl: bring him back to his

Family, and clear my Innocence; fo that

I might reveal my felf to him, and bring

my dear Son to his Father, that he might

have received his Blefling ere he died ; and

that I might have been once more blefs'd

with a Sight of him, and fee his Soul at

Peace, by delivering" him from the fuppo-

fed Guilt, that had fo long tortur'd his

Mind: for tho' he was, as to his Intent,

as criminal as if he had really kiU'd me ;

yet fince God had pleafed to fpare my
Life, what Raptures would his Soul have

been fill'd withal, what Gratitude to Hea-
ven, at the Sight of me ! Thus Hie was

ufed to difcourfe the good Lady Abbefs;

and thus /he fhew'd the Sentiments a good

Wife's Soul ever retains for a Husband, let

him
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him be «ver fo unkind and cruel. And thus

file truly mourn'd his Death, whilfl the

young Lewis AugufluSy her darling Son,

grew and daily improv'd in Beauty and
Underflanding, paying his Duty in fre-

quent Vifits to her, and he was all her

Comfort. Mean timt Albenus^ whom we
muft now call the Hermit, for fuch he
truly was, coming frequently to the Franr

cifcans little Chapel, often caft his Eyes on
the Child, and felt a ftrange Emotion fa

his Soul at the Sight of him; and fo ta-

king much notice of him, he became ac*

quainted with the good Father Jofeph^ his

Tutor ,• and the Child and he fometimes
walk'd to the good Hermit's Cell, where
they would fit and pafs an Hour with him,-

in fuch Difcourfe as was advantageous
for both their Souls, and very edifying for

the Youth to hear. At laft, the Pried
ask'd him modeftly the Reafons of his

quitting the World; and he gave him no
other Anfwer, but only that he was a
Widower, and having enjoy'd all the Plea-
furesof the World, and tafled the Sweets
of Greatnefs, he thought it time to leave
all, and prepare for a better Life, fearing
to be longer expos'd to the Temptations
cf the World. Thefe, and the like, were
all the Reafons he gave. Then he ask'd
the good Father about the Child, who he
belong'd to : To which he anfwer'd, he

F 2 was
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was an Orphan left to his Care, whofe
Name and Quality he had fome Reafons
to conceal. Thus feven Years more pafs'd

on, during which our Hermit gave fhelter

to many weary Travellers, and had many
ftrange Adventures, one of which is worth
our Relation. There often reforted to this

Foreft in the Summer fome Shepherds,

with their Sheep and Goats to graze under

the Covert of the Trees, in the Heat of

the Day : amongll thefe was a young
Shepherdef?, who frequently came with a

fmall Flock, and ufed always to read in

fome Book or other. She was about two
and twenty Years old, extremely beauti-

ful, finely fliap'd ,• and tho her Clothes

were but very poor and mean, yet flie had

the Air and Look of a Perfon of Qiiality.

She never feem'd fond of (hewing her Face,

or converfing with any body but an old

Shepherd and his Wife, as he fuppofed, to

whom fhe belonged. She look'd generally

very pale and penfive, and would figh

deeply. She ever chofe the moft remote

and thickeft part of the Foreft, and would

rife and lead her Flock elfewhere, if fhe

heard Paflengers coming, or that any other

Shepherd brought his Flock near hers : flie

would often fit behind our Hermit's Cot-

tage ; and he fometimes would give her

the time of the Day, or fay fomething to

her. She feem'd to pay a, Veneration to

his
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his Age and Habit, and did not appear

£liy at his taking notice of her. One Day
it being exceeding hot, he prefs'd her to

enter his Ceil : She didfo with great Mo-
defty, and being leated on a Stool near

the Door, before which her Sheep were
feeding, he began to enquire of her where
fhe w^as born, and many fuch like Qiieflions;

and perceived by her Anfwers, that fhe

had had an Education far above what (he

appear'd to be, and that fhe difguifed her

Birth, and did not really, as he fuppofed,

belong to thefe Peafants with whom (he

lived ; On which he thus difcourfed her.

H^. ^ ^ ^ ^ ^^ #

CHAP, IX.

Daughter, I perceive you are fome-
thing more than you appear to be,

and that you have doubtlefs retir'd from
your Family to this lonely Place to hide
your felf. A deep melancholy is vifible in
your Face, and your frequent Sighs be-
tray the inward Difconrent of your Mind.
Alas, this \s no proper Place for fo young,
and fo handfome a Maid as you are to re-
fort to, nor the Cottage you live in to con-
ceal fuch a Perfon. I have long obferved

F 3 you.
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you, and now I beg that you would be
ingenuous, and declare the Truth of your
Circumftances to me, that I may be able to

affift you. Behold, I am a Man who have
no longer any other Bufinefs with the

World, but to do good ,- you have nothing

to fear from a Man like me, your Secret

v. ill be fafely lodged in my Breaft, my
Counfel muft at leaft be beneficial to you,

if I can help you no other way. If you
have had any fuch Misfortune as makes
you afhamed to fhew your Face again m
the World, if you have been betray'd by
fome ungrateful Villain, who has reduced

you to Defpair and Want, I will endea-

vour to get you into a Convent hard by,

where you fhall be more fecure from Dif-

covery. and kfs expofed. If you have a

Family which the idle Paffion Love has

made you fly from, or fome flight Difguft,

I will endeavour to procure your Return,

and make your Peace with thenl. Du-
ring this Difcourfe, fhe often blufhed, and
fometimes lookM upon him with fome Sur-

prize. At laft Hie wip'd the falling Tears

from her Eyes, and anfwer'd him thus

:

Sure, reverend Hermit, you have had

fome divine Revelation touching me, or

elfe the Almighty has direded me to this

Place, to find a Friend to whom I may
difclofe my Misfortunes. I am not indeed

what I feem to be, for then I fhould be
happy.
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happy, not knowing a Life beyond this

poor way of living which I now follow.

YoLi no doubt have left the World by

Choice, I by a fatal NecefTity. I am the

Daughter of a Lord, once great in our

Eledor's Court ; I was his only Child, and

'tis needlefs to tell you I was much courted,

and look'd on as one of the beft Fortunes

in the Court. This raifed my fond Hopes
and Ambition, and I v/as vain enough to

imagin that I fhould be great and happy ;

fo that I lift up my afpiring Eyes to one

even fuperior to my Father, he conde-

fcending to pay his Addreffes to me ; a

Kinfman of our Great Eledor's, who pof-

fefs'd one of the firft places in his Affec-

tion and Dominions, young, beautiful,

brave, and generous. In fine, Don Alon-

Z.0 was all that Woman could wifh or de-

fire ,• we lov'd, and nothing feem'd to oppofe

our Happinefs, but a criminal Engage-
ment which he had contraded with a mar-
ried Lady, and refolved to break oft! Two
Summers we enjovM each other's Company,
and at parting, wlien he went to the Army,
where he had a confiderable Command,
we made a thoufand facred Vows and
Promifes of eternal Love and mutual Con-
ftancy : yet this did, not content him, and
we were fecretly married, unknown to my
Father and every body, but the Priefl: and
two of Alonzo's Friends.. But in his Ab-

F 4 fence,
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fence, a fatal Accident befel, which has

been my entire Ruin ; for another young
Lord arriving from Vienna^ with Dif-

patches from the Emperor to our Elector,

caft his Eyes on my unlucky Face, and
lik'd it, fo that he became enamour'd of

me to Diftradion : He was a Man of

great Fortune, impatient of any Contra-

didion, intrepid in all he went about

;

brave, but inconfiderate, and fo cholerick,

that his Paflion made him forget both Re-
ligion and Honour, as the Sequel proved :

for he courted me afliduoufly, and gave me
all the publick Marks of Love and Gallan-

try that a Man could do -, gave me his

Hand, and took me out to dance in all

publick Aflemblies. In fine, it was in vain

that I pleaded my being pre-engag'd with

Alonz.0. My Father, who in fecret pre-

ferred thi^ Nobleman, by reafon of his

great Fortune, and Interefl with the Em-
peror, remained filent, and faid he would
leave all to my own Choice, being refolved

not to conflrain me to any th'ng. Thus
he ofi'ended neither, yet the Eledor was
fecretly difpleafed with both him and me,

imagining that I flighted his Kinfman.

This made way both for my Father's Ruin

and mine : for as he being in a high Poft,

and before this m.uch in favour with his

prince, had many Enemies who envied

him, and fought his Ruin; fo now they

made
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inade ufe of this too favourable Opportu-
nity to effed their DQCigUy and obtain their

Ends. My new Lover did all he was able

to make the World believe that I lik'd him

:

He was very vain, and building upon his

great Fortune andQpality/ancied no Lady
could long refill his Sollicitations. In

fhort, feeing I ftill perfifted in modeftly

refufing ; ( for I told him always that I

thought my felf greatly honoured in the

Otfer he made, and would have gladly ac-

cepted it^ if I had not been fo deeply en-

gaged to Alonzoy that I could neither re-

call my Heart nor my Word) this at lafl

fo enraged him, that he refolved to effed,

by any unheard of Villany, that which he

could not honourably obtain. He bribed

my Waiting-woman to let him be concealed

behind the ^rras Hangings in my Bed-
chamber before 1 went to Bcd^ and to bear

falfe Wirnefs againfl me, to my utter un-

doing ; for Heaven knows I was innocent

of all, and thinking nothing, went late

into my Apartment as ufaal> and was there

undrefs'd, and went to Bed ,- tho jad as

I was entring that fatal Place (fatal to me
indeed that dreadful Night^ a cold Shiver-

ing feiz'd me all over, and I felt an un-

ufual Terror in my Soul, I knew not why;
a Prelude to the tragick Scene which fol-

lowed. My Woman lay in the Chamber
that led to mine, and when fofc Slumbers

F 5 bad
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clofed my Eyes, and all was hulh'd, the

Villain flipping off his Clothes, ftole foftly

into rny Bed, but never laid his Hand
upon me/o that I did not wake till fome two
hours after. This he did, as he after told

me, for fear 1 fhould fcream out, and raife

thd Family ; but then it being Day-break,
he took me gently in his Arms, and faid, Ar-
minda, awake, and do not fear, Alonzo calls

you. I ftarted, and hearing that dear Name,
tho mightily furpriz'd,! cry'd ,• O Heavens

!

what do you mean, how came you here >

Why did you take this Liberty before our

Marriage was made publick > My dear,

faid he, I arrived late, and got your Wo-
man to let me into your Chamber ; where
feeing you afleep, and being greatly tir'd,

I ftole to Bed, and have pafs'd two of the

pleafingeft Hours I ever knew in all my
Life in watching your dear Slumbers, nor

did I offer to lay one hand upon you, for

fear of difturbing you. This happy Day
I mean to let the World know that you

are mine. At thefe Words, I thought 'twas

not his Voice, and opening the Curtains,

I perceiv'd my Error. He held me faft,

and cry'd be ftill, or your undone for

ever ; the Secrets of this Night difclos'd,

youll be the Mark of publick Infamy. I

find you are married, and that I mnft be

for ever wretched. Yes, faid I, you have

made me fo indeed, how fhall I ever look

my
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my injur'd Husband in the Face, or jufti-

iy my Innocence again ? Fly, Monfter,
fly my fight for ever. At thefe Words, he
let me go ,• and fa id, Arminda, had I

known you were another's, I would not

have done this Deed; but now^ 'tis too late

to repent of it, grant me the Enjoyment
of your Perfon, and the Secret fhall be for

ever lock'd up in my Breaft ; if not, I'll

make my Rival WTetched as my felf, or

more, I cannot live without poffeiTing

you, and if I cannot do it, he fhall weep
Blood for my Revenge ; you have no other

choice to make. At thefe Words he feiz'd

me in his Arms, but I broke from him,

and made fuch Refiftance, that he did not
fucceed in his villainous Attempt ,• yet I

did not cry out, becaufe I fear'd to publifii

this Misfortune to the World, and could
not believe he dared to do it himfelf. At
laft I got into my Woman's Chamber,
where I found the wicked Wretch all pale

and trembling. I had not Time or Breath
left to reproach her, but I fnatch'd her

Night-gown up, and throwing it over me,
I bid her convey the Villain out, whom
fhe had let into my Chamber. She did
not make one Word of Anfwer, but left

me. I ran immediately to my Clofet, and
there put on fome other Clothes, which I

took up in my Dreflin^-room, as I pafs'd

through it, for it join'd to my Woman's.
And
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And here I fat down upon a Couch, and
ruminated what to do. I coniider'd that

it was not my hated Lover's Intereft to

divulge this fatal Seciet, fince that would
only draw upon him the Hatred and Re-
venge of my Husband, Father, and all

my Family,- that he was ignorant of my
Marriage, and therefore more excufable ;

and that by difclofing my felf, I ftiould en-

gage my dear Alonz^o in a Quarrel, which
would in all probability cofl both their

Lives ; that a Woman's Reputation always
fuffers by fuch Difccuife, tho (he be en-

tirely virtuous and innocent ; and there-

fore I thought it beft to be (ilent, and with-

draw my {q\^ from Court, to avoid feeing

the hated Conflantine any more. What era-

barrafs'd me moft was, how to treat my
treacherous Waiting- woman, the wicked
GrizalMa, who had been the Caufe of all

this Mifchief. I could not bear the Cight

of her again, nor was it fafe for me to keep

feer longer; yet if I immediately difmifs'd

her, I did not know what Reports fhe

might fpread of me, by whifpering this

Story in the Ears of my Enemies : for I

had one, who was both formidable and

malicious to the laft degree, and that was
a Dutchefs, who was the Wife of an old

Duke, to vhcm her Parents had mar-

ried her at Thirteen, becaufe her Fortune

.was fmall, and his Quality and Wealth
much
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much fuperior to hers. This Lady, who
was indeed to be pitied, had a fecret la-

trigue with my dear ^/o/^a^o for fome Years
paft, and had bound him in the moft fa-

cred Promifes never to marry any except
her felf (for the Breach of which I fear

w^e both now fufter). This Lady had
been jealous of him and me to Diftradion,

and our Marriage had not been kept fo

great a Secret but for this Reafon, he ha-

ving defign'd at his Return to break gently

w^'th her, and get her to releafe him of

thofe Promifes, and then to take me, and
retire to a Councry-feat my Father had
twenty Miles diftant ; but Fate had other-

wife decreed. My Tra- terefs flaid not to

provoke me, but having conduded the

enragM Conflantine down the Back- Stairs, at

a little diftance from which his Chair
\vaited, return'd to her own Chamber,"
pack'd up her Clothes, and fled I knew
not whither. I call'd for her, but had no
other Anfwer, but that flie was gone, to
the Surprize of all the Family. I feem^'d

not to w onder at it, but only faid coolly,

I was angry with her, but I did not bid
her go \ yet I was really much concerned,

fearing fhe was gone to my enragM Rival,

as fhe indeed was, as I after\vards difco-

ver'd. At laft, I refolv'd to acquaint none
but my Father with this Misfortune, and
accordingly went to him ,- and after ha-

ving
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ving prepar'd him for the News, and

made him promife not to take any notice

of it, I told him all the Story, as alfo of

my Marriage with Alonzo : he chid me fe-

verely, and was in fo great Paflion, that I

repented my having difclofed my Mind
to him. He vow'd that he would be re-

venged of the infolent Conftantine ; but I

fhew'd him the fatal Confequences of fuch

an Adion ; that it would ruin my Reputa-

tion, and that my Husband would per-

haps not only fight, but alfo, ii he out-

lived Conftantine, be ruined, and forc'd to

fly \ and, it may be, take an Averfion to me,

tho I was innocent. At laft, I prevail'd

with him to continue filent, and the Coach
being got ready, I went and paid my Duty
to the Eledrefs, took leave of my Friends,

under pretence of being indifpos'd, and fet

out for my Father's Country-feat, in com»
panyofaLady, my Father's Sifter, whofe

Charader and Wifdom was known to be

extraordinary. Here I remained, expeding

my Lord's Return, from whom I continual-

ly receivM the mod: tender and paffionate

Letters that Man could write. Mean
time, the cruel Conftantine could not be

content to give over his wicked Defign ,•

for having difpatched \\h Affairs at Court,

he prepar'd to return to Vienna. Mean
time, my Father seeing feldomer rhan ufual

to Court, to avoid the light of him, this

his
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and now Conflantine took leave of the Elec-

tor, and fet out for Vienna^ but he ftopp'd

by the way at a Village a League from my
Father's Country- feat; and there leaving

his Coach and Servants, attended by none
but his Gentleman, both drefs'd in plain

riding Habits, they took Horfe and came
to the Houfe of a Farmer, where they

refted till Dusk, it being September ; then

they mounted their Horfes again, and came
to a Grove behind the Gardens, and there

watch'd till they favv me from the Win-
dows undrefs, and go to Bed. When all

the Lights were out, they quitted their

Horfes, and faften'd them to a Tree ,* then

they enter'd theGarden,being providedwith

a Ladder of Ropes and dark Lanthorns,

by which Lord Conflantine mounted a Bal-

cony that open'd into a Gallery which led

to my Chamber, into which he enter'd

without any noife; theWind blewvery hard,
fo that had I been waking, I fhould not have
been apprehenfive of any thins^, or heard
him. He had no fooner reach'd the Beds-
feet, but he fhut his Lanthorn, (o that no
Light appeared : He clafp'd me m \\\s Arms
fo fafi, that it was impoffible for me to get
loofe ; and faid, Arminda make no noife,

for if you do, you furely 6\q ,• 'tis Cciiftan-

tine that holds yon in his Arm, the amo-
rous Conflantine^ who cannot live without

you;
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yon ; if you cry out, and any one of your

Domefticks enters the Room, Til kill him
in your fight^ and lay his dead Body by
you i fo that your Reputation fhall be

blacken'd, tho you are innocent. Who
can exprefs the Diftrefs that I was in, or

conceive the Anguifti of my Mind ,* juft

"waked out of my deep, alone, and in the

dead time of the Night; no help at hand.

I lift my Soul to Heaven, and not uttering

one word, I grafp'd the Pomel of his

Sword, and with a fudden ftruggle drew it

forth, and flabb'd him in the Thigh: He
rag'd, and cursed ray Virtue, vowing Re-
venge, and fo left me, more than half

dead with fear. He made afliift to re-

gain the Balcony, and bv the Affiftance of

his Gentleman reached his Horfe, but died

ere Morning at the Farmer's Houfe. I

thinking it befl; to hide this Adventure, fo

foon as I thought he was quite gone, I

rung the Bell for my Woman, who arofe,

and came running to m,y Bed-fide ; I bid

her call up the other Servants ^ that

a Man had entered my Chamber, I fup-

pofed a Thief, who came to my Bed-

iide with a Candle and Lanthorn ; on

which I had cried out, and he going to

flop my Mouth, I had catch'd hold of his

Sword, and wounded him. This pafs'd

current with my Aunt and all the Family,

and the Blood in my Chamber, the Doors
of
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of the Balcony being lefc open, the Rope-
ladder found, which was lefc hanging, all

confirmed this Relation. The next Morn-
ing, the Farmer's People told how two
Men, like Gentlemen, had come thither

over Night, how they return'd at Mid-
night, and how one being wounded, the

other had pretended that they had been

attack'd by Thieves, and that it was his

MaRer that was hurt ; how he had after-

wards fent for a Horfe, and carried away
the Body of his dead Mafter. This made
a great Noife about the Country, but no
body imagin'd who this Perfon was. Some
time after. News came to Court that

Lord Coyjflantine was dead of an Apoplexy
on the Road to Vienna, for fo his Gentle-

man had order'd his Retinue to fay ,• tho

he knew that he had received his Death's

Wound in my Chamber, but by what
Hand he knew not, for his Lord had not

told him any thing of what pafs'd be-

tween us ; yet when he arrived at Vienna

with the Body, he difclofed the Secret of

all,as far as he knew^to his dead Lord's Fa-
ther, and ofter'd to fwear to the Informa-

tion. On this, fecret Orders v ere fent

to the Eledor, that I fhould be taken into

Cuftody, to give an Account of his Death ;

and the Duchefs, to whom my wicked
Waiting-woman was fled, having mali-

cioufly whifper'd to fomeof her Intimates

of
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of Che greatefl Qtiality, that I had been
doubtlefs falfe to Alonz^o with Cmftantine ;

for my Woman had told her how he had
lain a whole Night in my Chamber, and
that file had let him down the Back-Stairs
in the Morning \ this agreed with Tome
other Reports that had been fpread by fome
of the common People, of mis Lord's Chair
having been obfervM to wait all Night
near the back Stairs of my Apartment

:

and this jealous Lady had entertain'd and
kept this wicked Servant of mine in the

Country ever iince, and now writ a Letter

to my Lord, and fent a Meflenger exprefs

to %\NQ into his own Hand, with an Ac-
count of all this, and the Death of Lord
Conflantine , concluding with the bittereft

Reproaches and Refledions that Mah^ce
and Revenge could invent. My afflfded

Father did all he could to judify me, but

in vain. Alonz.0 no fooner receiv'd this

fatal Letter, but he came Poft from the Ar-
my, and inftead of hearing my Juflifica-

tion, immediately paid a Vifit to this

Dutchefs, and fee my wicked Servant, who
impudently perfevered in her Story ; fo

that he did not return home all that Night,

and I too well gucfs'd where he lay. The
Eledor quarrelled with my Father for ta-

king my part, faid I was a falfe vicious

Woman, who had been the Caufe of a

brave Man's Death, by fome villainous

Treache-
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Treachery, and the Ruin of his Kinfman,
to whom, and to all the Family, I was a

Difgrace and Infamy. In fine, my Fa-
ther, unufed to bear fuch Treatment, an-

fwer'd too raflily, and in Terms that fo

enrag'd our Eledor, that he put him im-
mediately under a Guard, feized of his

Eftate, and banifh'd him his Dominions.

Thefe difmal Tidings had not reached my
Ears half an Hour, when m.y Lord enter'd

my Chamber, with a Look fo full of Rage
and Fury, that I could do no more, Grief

had (q overwhelmed me, but fall down at

his Feet in a Swoon, as I was going to

throw my Arms round hia1>Teck, and could

not utter one Word more, but only my
dear Lord, I am innocent. He bid my
Woman take care of me, and turning out

of the Room, met my dear afflided Aunt,
to whom he faid. Madam, pray fee that

Wretch, that has undone us all, fafe to a
Convent, I am going to the Army, and
fhall leave her fuch a part of my Fortune,

as fliall pay for her being there. When I

came to my {q\?, and found him gone, no
Tongue can exprefs my Defpair. At laft,

by my Aunt's Advice, I took what Gold,
Plate and Jewels I could get together, and
fled ; leaving only two Letters, one for my
dear Father, and the other for my unkind

Husband. In the fir/1 1 zdwWd my Father

whei^e to retire to, that he might hear

iKsiT from
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from me ,• in the other 1 jaflify'd my felf as

much as I was able, calling Heaven and
Earth to witnefs to the Truth of what I

faid ; and fo took a laft Adieu in Terms fo

moving, that it muO: have melted the Heart,

and gain'd Credit in the Mind of any
other, but the inflexible Ahnz,o, who was
fpurr'd on by his revengeful Miftrefs and
the Eledor. My Father retir'd imme-
diately to a Friend in Alface^ and, thank

Providence, had wifely placed a great deal

of Money m the Banks of Vienna and Hol-

land. Here he ftaid till he heard from me,
and I fearing left a Convent would not fe-

cure me from the Eledor's Hate, and that

I fhould never find means there to fee my
Father and Husband any more, having

ftill hopes that God would be pleafed to do
me right, I put on this Difguife ; and
leaving with my Aunt what Treafure I

had faved, I fled fecretly to a Farmer^s

near this Place, who had been Steward to

my Grandfather. Here I ftaid whilft my
Father came to me in the Habit of a

Shepherd, as we had before agreed. Be-

ing met, we confuked how to live toge-

ther, and rcfolved on the way of Life we
now follow. We purchafed a Cottage,

and taking an old Servant Maid, and a

young Man, who has been a faithful Ser-

vant to my Father, went there to live,

BOt doubting but that we might continue

here
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here conceard as long as we think it ne-

ceHary for our Safety. The old Farmer, our

former Steward, receives the Intereft-Mo-

ney for us, as my Father has given Orders

;

and thus we poffefs the Neceifaries of Life.

But, alas! what Pleafure can we reap in

this miferable Obfcurity ? Or how ^all

my dear Father hope to retrieve his For-

tune and Honour, and I my dear Lord's

Aftedion, and loft Reputation, in thefe

Circumftances. I have fent feveral tender

Letters to him during our Abode in this

Place, which has been two whole Years,

by my Aunt's Hands, to whom I fend my
Letters, but never received any Anfwer.
No Perfon but that Lady does know the

fecret of our Circumftances, and manner
of Life ,• and now it muft be by fome Mira-
cle, that the Truth muft be manifefted of

my Innocence. And if you, reverend Sir,

can procure my Return to my Husband,
and confequently my Father's to Court,
I will believe you a Saint; and as fuch,

refped and honour you. But, alas ! (fhe

continued) letting fall a (hower of Tears,
I am not worthy fo great a Blefling. Our
Hermit anfwer'd, yes. Child, I think you
may with Reafon hope for it; for the Divine
Being never permits Virtue and Innocence
to be wrong'd, but with defign to juftify and
reward it in the end. I hope I Hiall be the

happy, tho unworthy Inftrument, to do you
2 right:
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right: Here he figh'd. This Story tonch'd

him nearly, it fo much refemWed his

own. He proceeded to offer her, that he

would go to the Dutchefs whom AIonz.o

had an Intrigue withal, and talk to her,

as a Man to whom thefe Secrets had been

reveal'd by divine Revelation; and by
thefe means bring her and the wicked Gri-

zaiinda to a Confeffion of their Crimes,

and to Repentance, fo that they might do

her right. She returned him a thoufand

Thanks, praying for his good Succefs, and

fo departed. The next Morning he paid

a Vifit to the old Lord (tho in Appearance

a Shepherd) her Father; and they both

accepting his Offer, he fet out the next

Morning at break of Day, leaving his

Cottage in their Care.

CHAP. X.

TH E diguifed Hermit foon arrived

at the Eledor's Court, and went to

the Dutchefs's, to whom he eafily got Ad-
mittance, for file was a great Devoutee in

appearance, and very liberal to Pilgrims,

Hermits, and the religious Perfons of all

Orders, who came to fhare her Charity.

This made her greatly refpeded, and was

the beft Cioke in the World to conceal her

i Vices
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Vices under. She no fooner faw this ve-

nerable old Man enter, but fhe imagined

that (he knew his Bufinefs, and was put-

ting her Hand to her Pocket to take out her

Purfe ', but when he asked tofpeak with her

alone, fhe was a little furpriz'd, and bid

her Waiting-woman, who had conduced
him to her, retire : And now having look'd

fixedly on her a while, he brake out into

thefe Words, Is it poffible, great God,
that fuch Vices can be lodg'd in fo fair

a Cabinet ? And Luft, Revenge, Malice,

and Falfliood, wear fo beautiful an out-

fide ? Oh Madam, prepare to hear your
Charge : I have been commanded by our

^reat Creator, who fees and judges all our
moft fecret Thoughts and Adions, to

come from my Cell, where I have fpent

many long Years, enduring Cold and Hcn-
^QT, parching Heat, and deftitute of all

Human Society, too fmall a Penance, for

the Sins and Overfights of my rafli Youth,
to admonifh you, unhappy Lady, that you
mufl change your Courfe of Life, or expe(5l

fuch Puni/hments as your Crimes do me-
rit ; think on your vidous Actions, think

on Alonz.0, think on his virtuous Wife, and
her moft noble Father; fiirrender up to

juftice the wicked Griz..alinda, who has

bafely WTong'd the innoQQnx. Arminda ; yes,

file is moft innocent, and Heaven has

heard her Prayers : tell that wretch, 'twas

fhe
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fhe that hid the wicked Confiamine^ whom
the Divine Juftice has already reach'd, ia

her Lady's Chamber, unknown to her ;

tell her that if fhe will avoid eternal Mi-
fery, liie mull immediately confefs her
Crime, and do her injured Lady right. For
you, how can yoii fleep in Peace, or dare
to tempt the Almighty's Juftice by de-

lays ? Where did the enrag'd Alonz^o deep
the dreadful Night that he firfl left his in-

jur*d Wife ? The horrid Thought fhocks

me, and ought to make you ftiake and
tremble : I could difclofe each Secret of

your pad Life, for all's reveal'd to me in

Vifion ; wrap'd in Prayer, I have been
Hiow'd all that you've done, and mull no
more return to warn you. If you repent

not now, exped fuch Judgments as will

humble you even to the Earth ,• your Se-

crets /liall be all reveal'd, Alonz.o fliall both

fcorn and loath you ; provoke not Heaven
any farther : Farewel, remember the in-

jur'd Armmda\ my Soul fhivers at the

Thoughts of what's to come, if you do
not repent : but I muft not reveal the reft.

Here he left her, fhe remain'd a while

iix'd in the Chair, /lie fat quite motion-

lefs ; the Perfon of the Man, and the man-
ner in which he delivered his MefTage,

made fuch an Tmpreffion on her Mind, that

fhe was in an inftant chang'd : to hear the

Secrets of her Life related by a Man who
had
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had left the World perhaps ere fhe was
born. This look'd To much the Work of
Heaven, that /lie could not relifl the Mo-
tions of that Divine Power, which had
found out this Means for her Converfion ;

/lie retir'd to her Clofet, threw her felf

proflrate on her Knees, and cafting her
Eyes on the Pidure of a Magdekrie, like

her, let fail a fhower of Tears ,• and having
paft fome Hours there, call'd for a Page,
and bid him fetch her ConfefTor, who came
immediately : fhe inform'd him of ail, and
he much rejoicM to fee this Change, and
made her "fjromife to fend for Griz.alinda

the next Morning, and make her draw
up a ConfefTion under her Hand, to juftify

Arminda *, then he made her write a Letter
ro Alonz^o^ to the fame Efted. Mean time,
our Hermit went to the Eledor, and re-

lated to him. That he was come thither

by Divine Command, to declare that Ar-^

minda w^as innocent of the Crimes laid

to her charge ; the Eleflor heard him very
attentively, paying much refped to the
Habit he had on, and venerating his Age
and feeming Sandity, promiung to par-
don her Father's Rafhncfs, and reftore him
to his Honour and Eftate, if yet alive,
and to ufe his Authority with Alonz.0 to
make him receive his vertuous Wife again,
i^ /lie could be found. The Hermit told

G hina.
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him, the Place of their Retreat had alfo.

-been reveal'd to him ,• and that fo foon as
her Innocence was made appear, he wou'd
declare the Place of their abode. The
Prince Oifer'd him his Purfe, but he re-

fuse all Prefents, and took leave, faying,

That if no unforefeen Accident happen
to prevent him, he would be back in twen-
ty Days and fee Alonzo ; he made haft to

depart, for fear of being feen by fome
who might remember his Face, the fo

much alter'd that it could fcarce be known
by his neareft Relations, had they been
.all alive, and he had almoft out-liv'd the

greater part of them : but he made what
fpeed he could to his Cottage and Friends,

to whom he recounted all that had paft,

at which they were much rejoic'd, and
returned God and him Thanks, hoping

for a fortunate Iffue. Alonz.o no fooner

received the Dutcheffes Letter, which fhe

fent by a fpecial Mefl'enger, but he made
.all the fpeed imaginable to Court, where
the Ele^aor related to him what had paft :

thence he went to the Duchefs, who re-

ceived him with a flood of Tears, and

,all the Marks of a true Penitent, defiring

him never to come any more where fhe

%vas:; the wicked Griz,alinda confefs'd the

Truth : In fine, he was touciied to the

^quick^ and fully convinced of his Wife's

Innocence

;
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Innocence; fince it was now no wonder

a Man, who was fo wicked as Lord Coi-^

flamine in this Adion, flTouId make a fe-
-

cond Attempt; or that aXady of I'uch

Virtue (hould, in fach an Exigence, frab

a Man out of whofe hands (he could find

no other way to efcape.

Soon afcer Aionz,o's arrival, the Hermit ^

returned, and found him difpcs'd as he de-

iir'd and hoped ; fo he acquainted him
where he {hould find his Father-in-law^

and Lady : They immediately took Coach
together, and foon arriv'd at the Cottage,

where the noble Shepherd and Shepherdefs

receiv'd them. But who can exprefs the

tranfport of Armindas Soul, to fee her

Virtue clear'd, and her lov'd Lord re-

flor'd to her ? Oh, who would not tread

in the mod; rigid Steps that lead to Vir-
tue's Temple, to be fo rewarded > This
is the vaft difference betwixt doing well

and ill ; that in VicQ the Pleafure is al-

ways momentary and of no duration,

and the Remorfe for having done it, fure

and lading ; but in doing virtuous Deeds,
tho we may fuffer Lofs and Pain for fome
fhort time, yet we have always a fecrec

Satisfadion within, that fupports us under
them, and the End brings us Honour and
generally Reward, even in this World;,

but if we mifs of it here, we are fure to

G 2 have
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have it in the other. And now the oln

Lord and Arminda returned, with the

tranfported Alonz,Oy to Court, where Ihe

was welcomed and praifed by all : Her
Father was reftor'd to his Eflate and Em-
ployments, and the repenting Duchefs,

negleded by every body, retired with her

old Lord to his Country Seat, and died

in two Years after of a Confumption.
Our Hermit, extremely glad to have been
^uccefsful in this good Work, remain'd in

his Cell, where he continued for fome
Years after, never defigning to change his

manner of living, nor expeding any Joy
or Satisfadion in this Life, except in hear-

ing of his Childrens Welfare, having had
news ofpoor Gertrude^ Death, who dy'd of

a Fever at the Lord's where he left her. His
two Daughters by Lady Lucy^ were nobly

difpos'd of : One marryM the vertuous and
accomplifh'd Son of the wicked Henrietta-,

good and noble as his Father ; the other

efpous'd a Nobleman oi Heidleherg^ of great

Fortune : his Sons by his Miflrefs Ger-

trudey grew and improv'dj one dy'd of

the fmail Pox, one embraced a religious

Life, and was, in fine, a Jefuit ; the o-

ther took to the Sword, and he by the So-

ciety's means, was put into a good Poft in

the Army. And now growing very weak
and infirm, our Hermit was often vifited

by
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by the good Father Jofeph : at laft he fell

dangeroufly fick, and was by him exhorted

to make a general Confeffion, in order to

fit himfelf the better for a change. But

good Heavens! how great was the pious

Father's furprize, when he difcover'd by
the Circumftances he related, that our

Hermit was Albertus^ the Father of his

Pupil, and Husband of her whom he had
miraculoufly faved from death. He was
filled with wonder, and could not enough

praife and admire the Divine Providence,

in bringing him to this Place ,- yet he dif«

cover'd not his Thoughts, or informed him
of any thing relating to this Matter,

thinking it prudence firft to confult his

Superiour and the Lady: He faii'd not

to give him ail the ghoftly Advice that

was proper ; he had not the lead reafon

to doubt of his being a true Penitent, fince
^

his retiring from the World, and manner

!

of Life, had fufficiently fliow'd it : He
returned to his Convent, acquainted the

FatherGuardian with this wonderful Story,

and they wxnt together to the Monafiery,
and told the glad Tidings to Lady Lucy^^

whofe Joy was inexprefTible. The Lady
Ahbefs communicated it to the whole So-.

,

ciety, and Thanks was returned to God ;'

for like the Angels, they rejoic'd at the

Ccnverfion, and miraculous Difpenfations

G 3 of
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of the Divine Mercys to a repenting Sin-

ner. And now it was debated in what
manner this happy Difcovery Hiould be

made to the dying Alhertus ; and this in-

deed needed feme precaution to be us'd

in the doing of it, conhdering his weak
Condition ^ yet it was abfokitely neceflary

the Secret (hoiild be unfolded before his

Death, in order to do right to his young
Son, \vhofe birth might otherwife be per-

haps difputed by the Heirs of Alhertus*^

Family ; at lafl it was concluded, that

Father "Jofe^h fhould return, and pafs the

Night with him, in company of another

Friend, whom he had left to attend him,

and that he fliould gently break the Mat-
ter to him. He did fo in this manner :

After he had jfat fome Hours by his Bed-
fide, and faw him pretty well composed,

with having (lept a little, he began to

expatiate to him the great Providences

that he had experienc'd from the Divine

Bounty, the Dangers that he had efcap'd,

the long time that he had had to enjoy the

Opportunitys of reconciling himfelf to

God,whom he had fo greatly oiiended ; at

laft he ask'd him if he could even wifli for

any thing more in this World : No, faid

he, nothing but to be difmift from the

Miferys of this Life, when the Almighty

Ihall think fit ; I know he is All-power-

ful,
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fill, and nothing is impofTible for him to

do, that is confificnt with his Juftice ; and
were I to live my Life over again, Icou'd

defirc nothing more, except the Life

of my dear Lucy^ and to have never

imbrued my Hands in her Blood : but I

hope my Peace is now feal'd, and that I

Oiall go to that happy Place, where I

doubt not to find her. Tiien the good
Father took hold of this Opportunity, and
bi.'l him lift up his Soul and be thankful,

for God had preferv'd her Life ; and fo

related all the Story of her and the Child.

I'his was a Cordial more etfedlual to re-

vive Albenusy than all that Art and Nature
could furnifli; he could not doubt theTruth
of any thing, confidering the Integrity of
the Perfons who teftify'd it -, and his ac-

knowledgments to God were fuitable to

his Joy : for how much muft that Soul be
lighten'd and tranfported, which finds it

fclf freed from the guilt of fo great a
Crime, as /liedding innocent Blood ? He
long'd for the Morning's approach, that
he might once more have a fight of his

dear virtuous Wife, and embrace her and
his new-found Son, for whom he had al-

ways a Father's Love, tho a ftranger till

now to the reafon of it„ So foon as it

was broad Day, the good Fryer went for

her, who feem'd to fly to meet his wiflies,.
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fo much (he had forgotten and laid afidc

ail refentments of his paft cruel Treat-

ment of her : She came trembling with

hafte and joy to his Bed-fide, led by her

lovely Son, who came with tranfport to

demand a BlelFing from his overjoy'd Fa-
ther ; who, weak as he was, ftarted up
in his Bed at the found of his dearL^^c/s

Voice, and catched her in his Arms. A
/hower of Tears, the ufual Effed of ex^'

ceflive Grief or Joy, diidi for fome mo-
ments interrupt all Speech -, at lafl: they

both manifefted their Satisfaction, in

Terms fuiting the extraordinary Ocea-
fion. It was eighteen long Years finc«

they had been parted, eleven of which

he had paft in retirement ,* he beg'd her

pardon for his Crime, which flie feal'd

with her Lips and Soul : In fine, this

fudden change in his Mind, and exceiTive

Joy, redoubled his Fever, and fhe and a

Phyfician who was fent for to attend him,

much fear'd his Life ; but Heaven wou'd

not leave its Work imperfed, and fcpa-

rate them fo foon ; he at laft recovered,

and the News was foon fpread over He!die-

iperg, by the Abbefs's means, who wrote

an Account of all to her Friends there,

thinking it proper that fuch a miraculous

Event niould be divuig'd, that God might

be glorified, and the World imprcv'd in

Virtue
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Virtue and Religion, by fuch rare Ex--

amples ,• fo that this Letter of the Ab-**"

befs's being fliown to the old Lady, Al'

hertus's Mother-in-law, both (he and her

two Grand-danghters, with their Hiif-

bands, came prefently in a Coach to vifit

him and his Lady. In fine, fo foon as

Alhertus was able to bear the fatigue of

the Journey, he and his Lady and Son,

went home to his Seat at Heidlekrg, where
they were received as Perfons rifen from

the Dead. All the Nobility and Gentry,

all their Friends and Relations, vificed

and congratulated them ; amongfl: the red,

the noble Btntdl^inQ^Henriettas Husband,
their Kinfman, who was extremely glad

of Lady Lucy^s return to Life, and to the

World : Nor need we mention the old

Lady her Mother's Joy, who had truly

mourn*d herLofs. They gave large Gifts

to the Convent and Monaflery, where
Lady Lucy and her Son had been fo gene-

roufly preiery'd and entertain'd. They Viy'd

many Years after mofl: happily together,

admired for their Virtues, and belov'd by
all for their Bounty and Liberality to their

Friends and th& Poor. At laft Alhertus

died, and his Lady retired again into

the Monaflery, her Mother being long

before dead aifo, and her Son happily

ellablifli'd in his Father's Fortune, and
a
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a noble Poft in the Eledor's Court, and

marryM to a Sifter of the nobie Alonz,o^s»

Here ilie fpent Cix Years in Prayer and

Devotion, and dying,was bury'd at Heidle-

herg with her noble Husband j and their

Son made a handfom Monument for them.

And thus ends a Hiftory full of very

extraordinary Events; and I hope it will

be of ufe to all who read it, and prevent

Men from entertaining that dangerous

Enemy to Man's repofe, Jealoufy, and

teach them to be very cautious in fufpec-

ting their Wives Virtue, or giving credit

to Appearances, which vtry often deceive

the Wifeft : and may the imm^^yHenriettas
Crimes and Death, make my own Sex

take care to avoid the like Fate, and

ftrive to imitate the virtuous Lady Lucy^

that like her they may die in peace, and

their Memorys be ever dear to all that

know them, and reverenc'd by all Pofie-

rity. Bat I forget the Age I live in,

where fuch things as Religion and Vir-

tue, are almoft grown out of fafliion, and

many of both Sexes live as if they had

neitlier ; when there is fcarce any Truth,

Honour, or Confcience amongft Men, or

Modefty and Sobriety amongft Women.
The few Good and Virtuous will, I

am fure, read this with pleafure ; the Vi-
cious I do not ftrive to pleafe, but to

reform

;
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reform i may they rather be touch'd to

the inmoft RecefTes of their Soul, at the

reading of this Hiftory, and amend, that

they may have pardon, and God be glo-

rify'd.

FINIS
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