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NATIONAL ACTION

Foreword to Second Edition

The first edition of NATIONAL, ACTION was published
in December, 1942. This edition, 6,000 copies, is practically

sold out, and the text is now reprinted without alteration
of any kind.

- Neither in the reviews nor otherwise has any serious

adverse criticism been advanced against this work. In

fact, with the exception of persons who have political,.

economic and other vested interests which, from selfish
motives they wish to guard, NATIONAT AcTiON has met
with overwhelming approval from the vast majority of
its readers. Most, persons have vested interests, of one kind
or another, but, it is only those who place their vested
interests above the interests of the people as a whole, who
are a danger to National Action and to the nation. The

great variety of people, holding many different views on

public questions, who agree in principle with the book,
is very encouraging and full of hope. |

The Dublin daily Press treated NATIONAL ActioN with
uncommon lightness. Two of the daily papers failed to
review the book, while the reviewer in the third attempted

to discredit NATIONAL AcTION by taking minor sentences

away from their context, by levity, and by guardedly
Insinuating that it contained an attack on the Church.*

** Even the Church does not escape. It must not be doing its
duty, for part of the National Plan is that the Cihur,c’zh should
' undertake a nation-wide, far-reaching spiritual drive, ‘ and the
author even gives some hints on how this is to be done. . . Fashmf}
should be sponsored by a National Body, backed by the State.’
The length of our trousers and the shade of our ties fixed by

Statutory Rules and Orders © . . . There are some good points in this -

muddle-headed production, but they are so deeply buried in the -

debris that it is a hopeless task to salvage them. The whole book

‘18 an example of loose thinking and of reckless playing with the -

most dangerous of all instruments—words.”—Review by NN.,
Irish Independent (4-1-1943). |
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To quote only one clerical critic, out of many who have
all favourably reviewed NATIONAL ActioN, here is what
Father Felim O'Brien, O.F.M., Professor of Philosophy,
University College, Galway, wrote in Assist, March, 1943.
After criticising several plans prepared for other countries
because of © belief in the infallibility of economics or of
politics, to solve all problems »__Tather O’Brien goes on
to say: “Itis refreshing, therefore, to turn to a plan

conceived on the Christian plane, & plan that neglects no
factor—religious, social, national, economic, cultural-—that
could influence the all-round betterment of onr own
country. . . . Almost every problem that faces the country
is discussed with wisdom and common sense . . . 10 0no can
read the book withoub feeling inspired and encouraged . . .
One of the many good things the book emphasises is the
nced for a healthy nationality; we are fast losing, our
national consciousness, and are being absorbed into &
‘dangerous, chara cterless, Hollywood cosmopolitanism that
is neutral to our traditional, moral, religious and national
values . . . No citizen who wishes to be a worker in building
o better Ireland can afford to overlook this plan.”

Another Dublin daily paper tried to brand the book
as being * political ” in the Party sense.*

The word ‘‘ politics ” has, of course, at least two distinct
meanings. Its chief or primary one is: ‘““ The science of
government, that part of ethics which has to do with the
regulation and government of a nation or state.”—(Web-
ster's Dictionary.) In this sense, NATIONAL AcTION, like
every other book, paper or speech which deals with national
organisation, in any shape or form, is political, and in this
sense Ziery good citiﬁfu is jan active politician. In this
sense also, every secular organisation in t i
or should be, political. 2 et e

A second meaning of the word * politics " is: * The

* ¢ Its Central Council (the G.A.A.) has recently sponsored and
published a pamphlet in which a flying leap was madS; fxgm the realm
of sport to the realm of politics. One of the officials responsible for
this new departure has sought to justify it on the grounds that
because the pamphlet proposed the abolition of all political parties
it was non-political.” Editorial, Irish Press (27—4-1943).

A
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management of a political party, the conduct and contests
of political parties.” '

In this second sense NATIONAT, ACTION is rigidly and
absolutely non-political. It neither mentions, praises nor
criticises any political party; nor does it propose the
establishment, of any new political party. It deals with the
party political system of government, which every fair-
minded person will agree, is an entirely different matter,

We are so schooled in and imbued with party politics
in this country that ‘loyalty to party ” usually out-
shadows and dominates our loyalty to the Nation or State.
As a result of this the great majority of people understand
only the second meaning of the word “ politics.” It is quite
unfair, therefore, to say that a book is political, knowing
well that people will attach only this second meaning to
the word, and will assume that its context is party political
in substance and in trend. e ECI e T '

Some persons, while agreeing with the basic plan out-
lined in NATIONAL AcTION, call for more detailed planning
as well. If we accept the general basic plan, detailed
planning built upon this framework, can be easily filled
in; but we must first have and understand a proper
outline. 'We cannot build up any comprehensive, well-
regulated national structure without a frame, and any

detailed planning, otherwise drafted, will almost certainly .

be at fault. This is all important because this is where
we have failed in Ireland during the past twenty years—

wrangling over and magnifying, out of balanced proportion,

all kinds of sections while overlooking the aggregate’ of
basic national factors, asone inseparable whole. NATIONAL
AcTION asserts, without qualification, that our- present
political, economic, educational, social and othel: framework
structure is unsound ; that our national values and philo-
sophy are unsound,; and -that our political framework is

the basic error of all. It shows where these values and |
systems are unsound, but it; also indicates outline or frame- -

work alternatives. i

Other readers have picked out details, here and there,
with which they could not agree. Differences of this kind

™)



xii NATIONAL ACTION

are, of course, to be expected ; but it shows the danger
of entering extensively into detailed planning at this stage.
Many, who perhaps may only have read the outline plan
superficially, will mistake the tree for the forest and will
thereby side-track and overlook the main purpose in view.
This main purpose is the basic plan outlined in Chapter ITI ;
and while being very simple it is revolutionary, inasmuch
as it advocates a complete change from the present party
political system of government, which has failed so dismally
during the past twenty years.

It cannot, be over-emphasised that a coalition government
is not a national government, and that it is practically
impossible to get a real national government on party
political issues.

To say that this party political system cannot. be per-
manently overthrown, that no matter what is done it will
re-establish. itself, is purely hypothetical reasoning. It is
based, I suggest, on our present experiences, outlooks,
systems and orientation. There is no proof that this
outcome is inevitable. Big political parties, for example
even with an artificially constituted party political policy,
usually stick together, and seldom break up into minor
parties. - Why should we assume then, that in much more
favourable circumstances, a National Government based on
a national policy, would fall to pieces ?

A question, arising from this kind of reasoning, which
has been asked, mostly too by persons who agree that the
plan itself is sound and practical, is : How is it going to
be put,into operation ? The answer to this question has

been deliberately omitted. Several legitimate ways, all

within the bounds of Christian Social Teaching, could be

given, but these would merely afford “ vested interests ™
an opportunity for raising obstructive controversy, alarm-

ing prospects and abuse, in order to kill, or to turn aside,
the lurking danger to their own interests, before it could

go far.

Tha following’ sentericés from pages 37 and 38 cause
some well-meaning réaders the greatest doubt: “ To
institute this change demands nothing more drastic than
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a montal reformation. A . . . proclamation might be pre-
paved . . . Having framed o . . . programme >, . we will
vequite jomo suitablo young persons to carry it out,”

Thero stntomoents wore not advanced ag an airy method
ol gotting rid of tho key problems of the whole scheme,
ov in order to slur over, in a few apparent platitudes, the
aotual wolution, It is very difficult, however, to press a great
quantity of important, and pregnantly constituted material,
all charged with closely packed ideas, into a small space,
\\]‘it;.hou.t, seoming somewhat equivocal to readers, here and
theve,

Iho first sontence quoted was simply intended to convey
that tho change suggested did not involve or advocaie a
sanguinary reformation, but rather a mental or intellectmal
one. Tho proclamation would be prepared and issned by
tho representatives of a nation-wide organisation for the
implementing of NATIONAL AcTION, after the book had
been widely propagated and discussed. The third part of
the quotation aimed merely at emphasising the desire that
young and comparatively young persons, possessing the
initiative, courage and vigour of youth, should come
" forward and take their proper place in the Councils of the
Nation, rather than staid and over-cautious elderfies,
stained, perhaps, by the inevitable consequences of bitter,
party, political strife.

The solution will be found, with God’s help, if and when
the majority of those people who place their couniry’s
interests first—Farmers, Labourers, Educationalists, Busi-
ness People, Industrialists, Professionals—will band them-
selves together for this nationally vital work. If these
will unite on National Action—and since they practically
all support it in principle there is no tenable Teason why
they should not—they can get any reform that they may
demand in an organised way, in spite of any form of vested
interests that may attempt to block the road.

A very simple method, for example, by which the change
could be achieved, and to which no persons or party could
reasonably object, would be an organised national demand
for a Referendum on the question of adopting National
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Action. But here again the first stage of execution iz
widespread propagation and study. Every perzon will !
agree that National Action, or a practical modification of
it, cannot be put into operation, by any legitimate means, |
until this is accomplished. This is logical, and this first
step, therefore, towards successful application, iz the work
that lies immediately before us. This is the part of the work
that well-disposed people are called on to do. Then, and
only then, will the necessity for a decision on the imple-
mentation of National Action arise.

Some critics, again, while agreeing with the plan, if it
could be executed, assert that it is idealistic and Utopizn
in concept. Thie journal, Irish Industry, representing
various industrial interests in this country, and with cloze
on eight hundred Irish manufacturers behind it, should,
I suggest, be accepted as being sufficiently realistic to
; answer this charge. Here is what Irish Industry says about
g NATIONAL ACTION in its February issue : ““ It is a reasoned
»‘ plea for the adoption of a planned economy for the whole

nation. It points out, in an incontrovertible manner, the
inherent faults in our present hotch-potch economy founded
on a foreign base. . . . This little book brings us back to
‘fundamentals. It has no room for hypocrisy. The man
who pays lip service to Irish nationality in one aspect,
‘and .does his utmost to kill it in, another, finds the mirror
f: held up before him so that he can see himself in all his
il garments of hypocrisy. . . . We cannot do better than
: suggest the widest possible circulation and study of this
g - booklet. Then when the day comes, as it must, if this
nation is to survive, our people will be ready to put the
i policy or plan outlined in NATIONAL AcTION into operation.”
i 1 Irish. Industry is a practical, business journal havmg
| little time for chimerical fancy. No sensible person would
I be foolish enough to believe that ““ by waving a fairy wand
% - over the country ” he would getfall the people to unite

= on ““an agreed national policy,” or, in fact, get all the
i, - people to agree on anything. But this can be asserted with
truth and knowledge—that here is a national plan to which
i almost a hundred per cent. of its non-vested-interest readers
already extend, in principle, their approval. Here is a prac-




FOREWORD TO SECOND EDITION XV

tical, workable plan to which every Irish man and woman,
who place national above private, sectarian or party
interests, can subscribe. It is the only comprehensive
national plan, as far-as I am aware, that, without involv-
ing the cstablishmrent or maintenance of a poli.ical party,
has ever been offered "o the Irish people.

Is it seriously asserted, or agreed to, then, that in spite
of all that has been done and said and written, we, as a
nation, have not sufficient cohesion, organising power,
national will or moral courage to carry through a plain,
practical, common sense, easily understandable plan of
unity and national recovery, with practically only those
who have unnatural, selfish vested interests, alien outlook,
or servile fear, to oppose us ¢ s

It will be of very little practical value to agree with
this plan, in principle, and do nothing more. Many persons
have become so sceptical, so cynical and so devoid of hope,
as a result of our present systems, that they are not
prepared to do anything. This attitude shows neither a
good Christian nor a good civic spirit. We must have
Christian Hope. If you believe that National Action is right,
play your part in its propagation.

To reiterate, neither the author nor the publishers will -
profit from the production or sale of NATIONAL AcTION.
One of the best immediate ways in which you can exercise
your share of national service is by constituting yourself
in some effective way, an agent for its distribution and
study, and getting your friends to do likewise. This is
National Action, and the time has come for every good
citizen, no matter what his station inlife may be, to become \
a National Actionist, and thereby to play a full and -
appropriate part in this great and noble work. |
" By national unity, national good will, national organisa-

' tion, and forthright, selfless national co-operation, the

possibilities for this country’s future—Spiritual, Cultural,
Economic and International—are, in proportion to its
size, gigantic. Then, in God’s Name, let us, in unity and |
 strength, turn our eyes, our will, and our energy, before by
it is too late, towards this, our National Ideal. . : |
. L ~ AUTHOR., o
August, 1943. o P e o '
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PREFACE

The object of this work is to formulate, in outline,
a plan for a National Government for this country, together
with revised or reorganised public systems and services.
The present system of government, and some of the chief
public systems and factors of national reconstruction, are
briefly examined and practical recommendations and
suggestions made. |

Since all the important features of national recovery
are not dealt with, it must not be assumed that because
some are. omitted their importance,is thereby overlooked.
To treat adequately of all of these, or indeed to deal
fully with even those that are cited, would require a
great deal of space, raise many controversial issues, and
would, moreover, only tend to confuse and unbalance the
central theme, | : ,

The factors which “are introduced should be sufficient
to show that our present major systems are unsound,
that from them there is little hope of either great or good
results, and that they must, therefore, be radically revised.

It is fully realised that in attempting to outline, in
such small space, a plan for the solution of what is, for
us, & big and complex undertaking, one is open to all
kinds of mis-interpretation, destructive ecriticism and
slander. Fair-minded persons should see in it an unbiased
attempt to offer a practical plan, which will enable us
to recover from our present unsatisfactory national
condition, and will thereby help us to solve the most
vital of all our problems—the preservation and progress
of the Irish nation. -

As far as I am aware, no such plan for the national
rehabilitation of Ireland has hereto_fore been presented.
It is very simple, but it is at least a foundation on which
to build. I know of no country in which a similar. plan
has been advanced or adopted. This need not discourage
us. Wholesale imitation does not appear to have carried
us very far. | '
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Some people may consider themselves disillusioned by
all the reverses we have had. We must face the future,
~ ‘whatever it may hold for us, with fortitude and Christian
Faith, and with hope in what is left of the Irish people
in our own land. If we can appreciate this situation, we
must determine to re-start from the very foundation.
The task which lies before this generation in Ireland
is literally colossal. Political freedom, the undoing of
the outrage of Partition, cultural emancipation and the
speedy accomplishment of economic and social re-
construction, call for national faith, enthusiasm, sincerity,
common sense and sustained energy to a degree nevor

_ before equalled or approached.
Nations.to-day are vying, under the banner of Mammon,

for ultra-modern superiority. We can show to the world
that ultra-modern development can be achieved, and
achieved successfully, under the Banner of Christ.

Gaelic Ireland saved Europe for Civilisation and
Christianity before the Middle Ages. = Our duty now,
and our only hope for a. national future, lies in making
Treland once again, not only free but Gaelic, not only
Gaelic but a missionary power and example of practical
‘Christianity in the only way that twentieth century
scepticism will heed. it—a successful example of an
exemplary Christian State. ' ,

Will Young Ireland accept the challenge of this great
and :heroic task, to brace itself, in unity and Faith, for
a glorious future ; or will it continue its downward course,
. through national idleness, foreign imitation and: social
¢ slavery, towards inevitable national defeat ?

Having seen what our people did, and were prepared
- to do, in 1916-21 without being well organised, I believe
that this rising generation will respond, and in this belief,
in the Name of God and of Ireland, I call upon enlightened
young men and women, from “ The'Four Green Fields,”
.o rally round National Action,

Neithér the author nor the publishers desire to profit
from the production or sale of this book. They offer it

~ to Ireland for what it is worth. 3




©“

INTRODUCTION

Most people who think seriously realise that there is
something’ fundamentally wrong with our way of life in
this country. Our population is going down ; the revival
of our language and culture is not progressing as it should 3
and our social and economic systems have proved to be
nationally unsound. These results are contrary to what
‘we should have expected. With a good soil and a favour-
able climate, that we should have a falling population is
also contrary to the natural and economic laws of both
God and man. |
There are many other outstanding indications of national
decay, but these that are cited—and they are universally
substantiated around us—are sufficiently grave in them-
selves to justify investigation, and, above all, to call for
the planning and the application of practical remedies.
- There is no specific factor which would fully account

for all this. The causes are deep and comprehensive, The
remedy must be deep and comprehensive also. The basic
cause, or combination of causes, of our present unsatis-
factory condition, is that all our major national systems
are fundamentally unsound and unco-ordinated.

These unsound systems and their consequences would -

sooner or later demoralise and undermine the national
outlook of almost any individual. We have thousands
of examples of this, to-day—persons who had an Irish
outlook and desire, but whose national morale has been
gradually undermined by a flood of negative, pagan and
other influences almost unchecked. The result is that
many have become sceptical, pessimistic and cynical.
On’the establishment of the Irish Free State Government,
twenty years ago, practically all our present systems were
taken over from English control. They were continued
substantially as England had made them, and, manifestly,
these systems were not designed for our national good.
* Attempts were made, no- doubt, to improve.them in
various ways, but systems which are radically wrong
cannot be corrected unless they are radically changed.
No serious attempt to do this appears to have been made.

- R b s o e
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Ono of the usual accompaniments of any form of de-
prossion, weakness or confusion, is unbridled criticism.
When things are not going well, people are always prepared
to criticise abundantly, even though they may not be
nequainted with all the facts, or able to suggest 2 useful
remedy. - Any person, with little intellectual effort, can
pour destructive criticism on almost anything. It is a
different matter to criticise constructively, and without
malico, for the purpose of improving and attempting to
build up. A person who offers practical, constructive
altornatives realises some of the difficulties at least, and
makes allowances for them. The gossiping scare-monger,
the alarmist, or the deliberate slanderer, shoulders no
such responsibility. Comprehending all this, we shall set
out with the aim of striving to show how the structure
of our way of life might be greatly improved. In this
process we must necessarily criticise ;  in attempting to
shape a practical plan we must be candid also. The position
for the nation is too serious to admit of anything eise.
Furthermore, this criticism is entirely objective, with no
desire to hurt or offend anyone.

The re-building of our nation twenty years ago was
started under supreme difficulties, which most people at
that time did not fully realise. Those difficulties were the
result of subversive, foreign mis-government for hundreds
of years. Along with this, or rather because of it, we had
to suffer the truncation of our country against the wishes
of the vast majority of our people, and the cruel affliction
of civil war. It is only in years to come that we shall fully
realise the appalling hindrances in the way of national re-
covery, that these circumstances imposed. To grapple with
such great obstacles we copied a most cumbersome and
inefficient form of government—the Political Party System.

Bearing these facts in mind, we have probably fared as
well in the last twenty years as any other people would
have done in like circumstances, We have made some
gerious mistakes, the cardinal one being the adoption of
the Party Political System of Government. We also have
made strides forward in many directions, but the progress
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we have achieved is not at all suflficient to enable us to fuce
jnt.h Lxxxxttxipxxu\\ a future, torn by war and its CONHOQUONCOS,
:}‘nd’by all the other repercussions of uncheistian disorgan-
isation \\‘I‘nch are rampant throughout the world to-day,

One of the fiest things we must rocogniso is that the
entire life, civilisation, wdividuality and economy of any
country, - spivitually  aud * matevially, form, nationally
spesking, ome great, collective whole,  All our major
problems are parts of one great, national problom—the
estahhsluuent and maintenance of the nation. This is
elementary reasoning, yet, as a vosult of our tragic history,
we are unbalanced In our national -outlook. Wo do not
appear to have completely grasped this vital basic fact
so far. Different groups have been a ttompting to solve
different, and indeed sometimes similar problems, without
seeuring, or attempting to secure, the organised assistance
of other groups, equally intent on attempting to solve
other national difficulties, In faot, different organisations
are sometimes aetively opposed to one another, consciously
or not, In their respective efforts.

We are all only too familiar with the series of organisa-
~tions which, having started, flourished for a time and
falled. So persistent has this procession been that many

ple use this argument to emphasise, what they term,
the instahility and fickleness of the Irvish character, The
true explansation is, that the very restriction and incomplete-
ness of these efforts foretald their failure.

In addition to this want of unity in organisation, there
are msny thousands of people, without restriction,
hindering our efforts, by opposition, destructive criticism
and defaunlt. The result of all this tends to divide the
efforts of the nation rather than to unite them, We must
understand this situation clearly, and face it, because our
present condition, in the.period of world depression and
unrest which confronts us both at present and in the
future, may easily lead to national defeat. Many people
are prepared to agree with all this provided they are
not asked to do anything themselves. "In the old political
days “The Harp,” “The Green Flag” and “ The

2
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Shamrock >’ covered a multitude of national sins and
omissions. “ A Chara,” “ Mise le meas™ and * Eire ™
ave oqually effective substitutes to-day. This kind of
humbug and dissimulation is steadily gaining ground.
Its demoralising influences are gradually being accepted
and its calamitous consequences are in the offing. It is
the inevitable result of national confusion, and the wilful
abandonment of our own ideals, characteristics and
traditions.

It is evident now, looking back over the past twenty
years, that when we started to rebuild our nation we had
no definite, all-embracing, national plan. We obviously
muddled along, from year to year, patching incessantly,
but never rising to the bigger and more heroic task of
national reconstruction as a whole. The policy which will
successfully serve to reverse this position must be
comprehensive, forthright and sincere.

We require‘an amount of detailed national discipline
and direction in this country. Unbridled freedom to do
as we like in most things is not liberty ; it is rather the
.prelude to national anarchy. We must be compelled,
if necessary, to do many things which we may dislike,
or be restrained from doing many things which we may
like ; but, so long as disciplined organisation is accom-
panied by sincerity, common sense, charity and justice
to all, we have no real cause of complaint. Democracy

means government by the representatives of the people ;.

government means discipline, and Christian discipline
means ordered organisation for the common good. His
Holiness Pope Pius XT described the correct attitude of
governments towards national life as directing, super-
vising, restraining.” Christian Social Teaching assigns a
threefold task to the State-namely, to establish an

ordered social community ; to look after the poorer paid

workers ; and to secure a wide diffusion of private property

and ownership.

The crying need for the practical a-ppiication of these.

- simple principles is manifest ; but, simple though they be,

they can be effectively applied in no other way than by ‘

means of an all-embracing National Recovery Plan.
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CHAPTER 1

National Organisation and National Action

From all the evidence one can gather about other
countries, and from a wide knowledge of our own, it
would appear that ours is one of the most nationally non-
organised countries in Western Europe. This does not
Imply that we are backward, rude, deficient in culture,
or inferior in physical or intellectual attainments of any
Eind. Taking circumstances into account, we compare
very favourably with any country in these ways. National
organisation is a different matter ; it means the extent
to which we are nationally combined and federated, and
the degree of efficiency of that combination, to carry on
%o the best advantage as a distinctive community. It

means co-operation by individuals and associations for the

common good. Butb while unity and organisation are the
keynotes to success, they can also be the road to national
disaster. National organisation on rightful lines might be
claimed as a heaven-sent boon ; on wrong—say on pagan
principles—it would be, indeed, a veritable scourge. ,
With the exception of the- Gaelic League, and a very
few other associations, all the forms of non-militant
organisation, which have been carried on in this country
n the past fifty years, have been either political or class
organisations of one kind or another. In a country circum-
stanced as ours is national disunion of this kind constitutes
a deadly evil. It should, therefore, be regarded with
national disfavour. All serious causes of disunion should
be eliminated and forces working for cohesion fostered
by every legitimate means in our power. National
organisation is the keystone of our future, and the w y
it is used will be the measure of our success, = -
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NATIONALISM AS AN ORGANISING FORCE

Nationalism and politics have been closely associated
“in Ireland; they are consequently greatly confounded.
This condition might, indeed, be claimed as a primary
cause of our present national confusion. The absence or
weakness of national spirit, or true Christian nationality,
is a great indirect cause of national disunion.

Christian nationalism means that, subordinate to the
Law of God, the nation, or the country, is the highest
and the most worthy natural social unit into which men
and families are grouped. It embraces all the attributes,
spiritual and material, which enshrine the individuality
and the freedom of a people and their country as a distinct
whole : in fact, the entire heritage handed down to us
by our ancestors. It includes not only the language, "
tradition, culture, history, music, games, and customs of
the country, but every other phase of national life that
strengthens the existence and advancement of the nation
as a whole. It associates the people with the land from
which they have sprung and with which the clay of their
ancestors is mingled. In actual practice nationalism
coincides with good Christian citizenship.

"It is the privilege, and even the duty of a Government,
to do everything that it'legitimately can within the bounds
of Christian Teaching for national development and
preservation. Towards this end Christian nationality is
one of the most powerful sources of organisation, unity
and strength. On the other hand, one of the greatest
causes of ultimate national disintegration is the perversion
_or negation of this werld force. |

Subject to Christianity, nationality exercises one of the
greatest and most ennobling influences on the human
race. 1t was the force which inspired Pearse, Ashe and
MacSwiney, and the hosts of other men and women who
gave their lives for their country; and it was the moral
force which called a halt to the gigantic power of Britain
in 1921. It has inspired many of man’s greatest achieve--
ments and noblest heroism ; it is also one of the strongest
weapons which any nation can call to its aid, against
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internal disunion, lassitudo or grood, Tt in the foree whioh
inspires mon and women willingly to give thoeir bost in
sorvico for their country’s sako; and it is tho forco thab
will savo our own nation if it is to live.
. Our concopt of tho noblo virtuo of patriotism, which i
instinetively present in almost ovory human broast, is
devotion to one’s country, in accordanco with Christ's Law.
» . In other words, it is Christian nationalism.  Patriobism is
placed high in tho hiorarchy of national virtues and is
by many theologians considored oqual if not suporior in
obligation to privato or fumily tios, ¢ Aftor his dubios
towards God,” wrote St. Thomas Aquinas, “ man owos
most to his paronts and his country,” (Swmma, Secundo
Secundae, Articlo 1.) And, again, *“ It bohoves tho virtuous
citizen to expose himself to the dangor of doath for tho
public weal of tho Stato ™ (Ibid. Artiolo 5). Cardinal
Merocier, late Primato of Belgium, wrote: * Family
interests, class interosts, party intorests, and tho matorial
good of the individual, take thoir placo in the scalo of
values below the ideal of patriotism.” Popo Loo XIIT
stressed the same point: *‘The natural law onjoins us
to love devoutly and to defend tho land that gave us
. birth and upbringing, so that good citizens do not hositato
to face death for their native land » (Sapientiae Christianae).
If such bo the Christian concopt, why seok out spurious
definitions of nationalism'? Why not call pervorsions by
their proper names ? Placing duty to tho Stato or to tho
nation as being equal to, or abovo, our duty. to Qod,
or what is termed “ blind worship of the Stato,” is moroly
paganism, The famous American phrase, “ My country
right or wrong,” is another form of the samo fallacy,
What is called “extremo or exaggorated nationalism *
is another bogey nowadays often advanced, People forgot
“that if nationalism becomes exaggerated or oxtromo, it is
no longer nationalism, but something glso. '.L‘.hoy‘ n:lso
appear to forget that if nationalism is guided by Christian
principles, it cannot become either ex‘u.ggoru.ttad or oxtromae,
Because idolatry or paganism in varied forms, or robbory,
invasion and murder have masqueraded as true nationalism,
why should it prevent us here under a National Govern-



20 NATIONAL ACTION

ment from developing and using this God-given force for
national stability and advance ? Christ’s Church and
Teachings have been maligned, misused and misrepresented
all over the earth, but these perversions are not advanced
by Christians as other interpretations of His Teaching, or
as reasons for their rejection. - '

Ireland is one of the most Christian countries in the
world. Our nationalism cannot, therefore, become ex-
aggerated so long as we are Christian, for exaggerated
nationalism means nationalism that is doctrinally unsound.
The term was applied to certain European countries
where false national conceptions arose ;  but why apply
it here, where we have very little true developed nationalism
and where any nationalism we have is not doctrinally
unsound because it is Christian ? Neither is it diplo-
matically exaggerated because we have no imperial designs.
Highly developed nationalism here can have no irritating
international implications, because it means simply the
rightful advancement of local integrity and independence,
fostered within the great framework of Christianity. Just
as we are distinctive by being national, so we wish to,
co-operate amicably with all other nations in harmony

and peace. A :
Then why all this playing with words ? Why all this

anxiety about exaggerated or extreme nationalism in a

country where, in present circumstances, and under our
present systems, true Christian nationalism is in grave
danger of dying out altogether ? Why, in a country where
mere trimmings and phrases are being accepted for the
true substance, do well-meaning people warn us against
exaggeration, or why must strivings for.normal rights and
conditions be called extreme ? Referring to this very thing,
Rev. Dr. Duggan, former Bishop of Clonfert, said : “ They
are called extremists ; they are extremists because they are
extremely right.” '

The civil war and its sickening backwash left us weak
~and divided, and so party political Governments in the
past - twenty years have deliberately shirked this vital
issue. The consequence is that in this, as in most other

A
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things, we appear fearful of ourselves, of our own ideals,
and of our resources. -

True Christian nationality is not a force for brave or
hpnest men 'to fear. It is rather a great nafional. God-
given organising agent that can be forced info s vital
element of our National Recovery Plan. Salazar in Portuzal
relied on nationalism based on Christian Social Teaching,
and has proved it a practical suceess. Instead of fearinz
nationalism, because it has been distorted elsewhere, and
mis-interpreted by many of our people, we should set
ourselves the more manly and courageous task of provine
to the world that true nationalism, richily direcied. can
be made, what God intended it to be, a source of unity,
strength and hope, in any land which sirives sinesrely
to maintain His Law. - =

PartrTiON

The .problem of Partition is a vital one in Treland to-day.
This Partition against the wishes of the vast majority of
the Irish people is one of the chief problems which calls
for the establishment of a National Government. Weak
political governments are not in a position o face the task
of removing Partition.

On the occasion of the coming of American ircops fo
the Six Counties in January, 1942, Mr. de Valera made
the following statement as reported in the Press:—
‘“ Everyone knows that Ireland was partificned &wenty
years ago and that the Six Counties have been cus
off from the rest of the country by an Act of the British
Parliament, despite the expressed will of the Trish people.

““ When the United States was entering the last war,
President Wilson declared that America meant fo fight
for democracy, and for the right of peoples fo nationsl
self-determination. The Irish people toox him at his
word, and in the -general elections of Decem'ber 1918,
by an overwhelming vote—more than three fm: the one
~ against—declared for national -independence and for the
establishment of a Republic. The decision was reaffirmed,
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after two years of conflict with Britain, in the gencral
elections of 1921, when the partition candidates returned
were again less than one-fourth of the total representation.

“ Nevertheless the British Glovernment cut the nation
in two and set up a separate Parliament for six of the
thirty-two counties. These six counties formed no natural,
historic, or geographical entity. The area was chosen
solely with a view to securing a majority within it for
the anti-national minority. In one half of the area—
including the city of Derry and the whole territory
adjoining the boundary with the T'wenty-six Counties—
a majority of the inhabitants, were against partition.

“To partition the territory of an ancient nation is one
of the cruellest wrongs that can be committed against a
people. The partition of Ireland is, in essence, no different
from the former partition of Poland, nor are the evils
that flow from it less in kind than those Abraham Lincoln
foresaw from the projected partition of the United States,
when he determined to prevent it even at the cost of
fighting one of the bitterest civil wars in history,

“It is our duty to make it. clearly understood that
no matter what troops occupy the Six Counties the Irish
people’s claim for the union of the whole of the national
territory, and for supreme jurisdiction ever it, will remain
unabated. The maintenance of the partition of Ireland
is as indefensible as aggressions against small nations
elsewhere, which it is the avowed purpose of Great Britain
and the United States in this war to bring to an end.”

The case for national self-determination has been made
a hundred times during the present war in grand procla-
mations all over the world, but, in spite of all these
protestations, it will probably require the efforts of a
united people to shame and force the authors into the
local application of these high-sounding words. Partition
' will be solved by our own unity, work and perseverance,
rather than by the good-will of those who loudly profess
fair play for all when their own lands are in danger.’
Appreciating all this, while we must carefully plan the
profitable cultivation of the “‘Three Green Fields” we
have got, we must als6 carefully plam, in unity, faith
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and courage, for the national recovery of “ The Fourth
Green Field.”

SECRET SOCIETIES AND ALIENS L,

_ Among the most pernicious agencies of national disunion
in any self-governing country are secret organisations.
Such bodies usually organise to promote the material
Well-bemg of their members as against the welfare of the
community - as a whole. .Over ninety per cent. of the
population of the Twenty Six Counties portion of this
country that is controlled by the Irish Government are -
precluded by “their profession of Faith from forming,
or being members of, secret organisations. If sections of -
- the community, therefore, are allowed by .aw to form
secret organisations against the vast majority of the
people, they are given undue advantages, from which
the majority, individually and as a body, are completely
debarred: SFat Seat L
~ Irish people are almost foolishly liberal in their business
and trade relations. Groups or sections that organise
themselves financially or otherwise against them acquire,
therefore, tremendous advantages, out of all proportion
to their numbers. It would appear that aliens, particularly
of a certain class, take decided steps to ensure that the
great bulk of the capital which falls into their hands
does not again revert to the Irish people, except in un-
avoidable circumstances, The rapidity by which aliens ‘
are accumulating property in this country would pointedly
indicate the existence of some such financial understanding.
Infiltration of aliens, who automatically become entitled
to the same rights as Irish citizens, and who are possibly
backed from abroad by powerful international financial
organisations, must also be firmly dealt with, before the
consequences create seripus trouble for us, as well as for
themselves. . ' QN : e k.
As one of the initial steps of National Action, a National
Government must deal firmly with aliens and undesirable
infiltration, as well as with ‘the suppression of secret -
gocieties, ’ |

24
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ParrTics

Party Politios has been one of the most serious causes
af n:\.r:on ] m\mmn m this cmmt-r_\' for generations, and
is as destructively tent to ‘\;l‘a\‘ as ever before. It has
been responsible im a tremendous amount of national
harm. Politios has }1‘{‘0\‘:\1 a fallure in this country because
it was organised en party lines. It is ome of the basic
TORIONS wh\* our linguistic, eoon omie, and other national
efforts have proved a partial failure also.

In & country, namm:sll united, whose civilistion has
been working normaslly, and fairly smeethly, for a leng
time, and where & tradition of Qewmvernmem iz well
\\mbh\h:\i Parly Politis Is usua n not teken too
seriousiy ; but where nationsl unity is weak or lacking,
where the essential elements of national freedom have
been for a long time supp \re\*ed. and where s section
of the people are either hostile to, or spathetic towards,
national recovery, then, indeed, P\nv Politics can become
a vital menace to the well-being, and even to the Yery
existence, of the Siate.

The 1\1‘1‘\' Political System, which we imitated, suited
England well enough in the pesceful dsys before the
El'e*lf World Wars. When serious trouble overtakes such
a country, her people immediately close their ranks and
drop the Party Political System during the time of eriss,
Witness the contrast in our case when nstional issues
such as Partition, the ensctment of the present Constitu-
tion. Wheat, or the Land Annuities aro These were
all purely nationsl questions, but Politicsl Parties fought
them out to the bitter end, to the great and perm\nent
damage of the nation.

Apart from the present unanimity on nationsl defence
it would be difficult ® find one instance of nstional
agreement on & msjor isve since the establishment of
the Party Palitical Systemgef Government. Were it not
for this sgreement on national defence, the country would

abably “have been invaded in the esnly veax\ of the
socond Great War This should be a %,ﬂr\‘ losson for us
in the future.
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story will probably vecord thal the national un-

preparecness of several Furopean countries in recent .

vears, and the collapse of France in the second Great War,
are directly traceable to internal party political strife.

n the north-east of Ireland party politics—masquer-
ading under & very thin and easily detected religious
cloak—has been, and is to-day, the root cause of disunion
there. No person, who takes the frouble to acquaint
himself with the facts, believes that minorities are in
any danger of religious oppression or victimisation, either
from the Irish Government or from the Catholic people.
There is absolute religious freedom and toleration in the
Twenty Six Counties, as the re
minorities have frequently testified. There has been no
complaint aguinst religious freedom since the Irish

Government was established. Yet the Government of the

Six Counties utilises Protestant and. other forms of religion,
in that part of Ireland, for the purpose of bolstering up,
what one of their Ministers was recently pleased to call—
“A Protestant Parliament for a Protestant people.” It
might be pointed out that all the religious minorities
(non-Catheolies) in the Six Counties, taken - together,
comprise only slightly over fifty per cent. of the entire

populstion of the area. It is in the North-East of Ireland
that religious bigotry originated in this country and has .

mainly fiourished. This national evil can be effectively
destroyed there only by the undoing of Partition and the
eliminstion of the Party Political System.

Under the Party System the theoretical function of a
Political Qppesition is to eriticise constructively, or
oppose legislative proposals, and thereby to prevent
faulty legislation reaching the Statute Book. In political
practice there is a great temptation to do otherwise,
to manufacture questionable, imaginary or hypot:hetica,l
arguments and opposition, so as to hold legislation up
to odium and contempt, even after it has become law.

presentatives of religious

Judging by some of our legislation and the mutilation -

which apparently sound proposals often suffer at the

hands of the Opposition for apparently no practical
constructive reason, one is sometimes inclined to ask

~
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if the Opposition is striving to improve Government
proposals, by sincere opposition and criticism, or rather
to damage the prestige and authority of the Government
in the eyes of the people ? The Opposition will, in fact,
when it gets into power, sometimes re-introduce proposals
which it opposed bitterly when in opposition. These are
some of the means adopted in practice by which the
Opposition hopes to advance its chances of getting into
power. But all this is no aspersion on the integrity of
the Opposition. It is the ordinary working of the Party
Political System. Any other set of people, placed in
similar circumstances, would probably do the same. Like
other such systems, Party Politics places its adherents in
circumstances over which they have, personally, very
little control. '

Under these conditions, and from all the political
battering that legislative proposals receive, by the time
they reach the Statute Book they are often attenuated
compromises, criticised, slandered and ridiculed, merely
for political party ends, by nearly half the community—

- that is, by the Opposition and.its supporters, by half
the Press, and by nearly half the elected representatives
in Déil and Seanad. How could legislation, in such
circumstances, no matter how well framed or intended,
be a sweeping success ?

A further serious weakness of the Party System is that
it limits considerably the choice or selection. Parliament
is the most important business in the country ; the best
and most suitable persons available should, therefore, be
- selected to conduct its work, Under the Party - Political

Systeni to be elected to the Diil, a person must usually
be a politician, and of fairly long standing. To be selected
for' a Ministerial position he must also belong to the
victorious political party. In this way some excellent
representatives are automatically ruled out from the most
/vital offices of the State, '

It is, I believe, correct to say that under the Party
Political System, wherever it exists, a private monopoly
of money directs and controls political policy to a sub-
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-stantial extent. Through the Press “ money ” directs
financial, and also, of course, political, opinion into the
semblance of public opinion, and thereby renders demo-
cratic government, in some countries, a misnomer,
Political Parties, which are strong enough, aim to control
—or at least to influence—a section of the public Press,
This section will then usually support them whether their
party actions are always nationally defensible or not.
In this way Party Politics usually tend to deteriorate,
so that intrigue, caucus-gang organisation, favouritism,
canvassing, confusion, corruption of national thought and
action, and misleading propaganda have followed Party
Politics all over the world. |
Public appointments and Party Politics have been
closely related here and elsewhere for the past two hundred

years. There is a considerable suspicion amongst the -

public that this association has not yet been completely
climinated. Canvassing for appointments, laxity in public
honesty, want of respect for authority, and for the
legitimate rights and property of people, and other forms

ot civic weakness, are directly traceable to a combination |

of causes, for which Party Politics is collectively responsible.
The combinéd result of this is that no section of our people
is playing its_part as it should.

Plausible arguments in favour of the Party Political

System can, no doubt, be advanced ; but in practice it
has proved a failure everywhere. In business organisation
this system is never adopted. If a body of farmers or
other business men, for example, want a committee to
manage a creamery or other enterprise, they elect members
who will carry out a fixed policy. They don’t select three
or four groups with as many different plans. Bodies like
County and Urban Councils and Corporations, ‘which
adopt the example of Parliament, and elect on the “ Party
Ticket,”” have not been a great success either.

Why, then, should a Government be elected on this or
that side-issue rather than to protect and maintain the
integrity and progress of the nation as a whole ? Why
must the most important business in the country be

7
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carried on by a system which is thoroughly discredited
all over the world, which has helped to bring trouble
and disunion to this country time and again, and which
no other business, more serious than a students’ debating
society, in any country, would nowadays adopt ?
- Parnell was speaking nationally when he exclaimed that
“No man has a right to fix the boundary to the march
of a nation.” After Parnell’s time, political strife and
confusion prevailed, until Pearse and his companions,
in their anger and despair, rose in 1916 and-in one week
cleared—with the sacrifice of their lives—the  national
~ issue between England and this country. The General
Elections of 1918 completed the rout of Political Parties
from the Irish field, leaving one truly national party,
- virtually composed of the 1916 survivors, to complete the

national struggle. | ‘
.- If this national representation had remained intact,
there is little doubt but that the freedom of this country
would have been long since completely established. A
civil war unfortunately .intervened, bringing about,
amongst other tragic résults, the re-establishment of
Political Parties. e

‘ Had politics continued to function as in England,
and in most other countries of the world in which the
Political Party System of Government persists, politics
~might not have proved quite so baneful. @We were
apparently over anxious to show to the world that we were
ultra-democratic, and more than fair to small minorities.
So we established the most party-political of all political
- systems—Proportional Representation. ] ,
- No country in the world, in our circumstances, has'
adopted the Proportional Representation System. Any
country with its institutions and its cultural and economic
life well established is no good example in this respect
for a nation struggling to regain its very language and
even portion of its national territory. |
This system requires big constituencies. It gives repre-
sentation to every substantial party in each constituency,
whether their national outlook is subversive or not.. The
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practionl outoomo oft Proportionnl Reprasentustion in this
country in that wonk Govornments, with n srminll working
majority, opponod by conlitions, composed of ull ldndg
of minor partion, have hoon, wind probuhly will wlwmys he,
olootod, ‘This is tho vory Lypo of Governments, in n country
situatod as wo arvo, that in lonst, desirnblo or effoctive, A
Govornmont with o small working mujority, in wueh iy
oumstaneos, undor tho Polition! Purty Mysbiom, oxpunds
half its timo and onorgy in combnbing the-—somebimes

’

apparontly —ivrosponsiblo-—tnotion  of  the  Politios)
Opposition,

Why should wo dopart from common world priebics in
this mattor ¥ Why should wo nreango to give spoein
reprosontation to senttorod minorition, such ns would not
bo givon in any other country ¢ Whad wpocinl roprosonts-
tion is oxtondod to minoritios in Britain 7 Yrish sottlors
and their descondants, for examplo, are us well entitled
to reprosentation in Britain or tho United States ns British
sottlors and their doescondants are hoere, 'I'ho Liverpool,
Mersoy or Tyne-side Irish get no reprosentation heyond
what they are able to secure in straight-vote elections.
Why, then, should scattered minoritics get specinl repre-
sentation here ? ,

World affairs move far too quickly now for the cumhber-
some, slow and' ofttimes discroditable activities of this
out-datcd system. Party Politics and Proportional Repre-
sentation have proved a failure in this country during the
past twenty years. The only hope for our national recovery
must be based on national unity, and Party Politics will
never accomplish this. The only oﬂbcbivo,wuy to secure
unity thereforo is to eliminate Proportional Representation
and Party Politics, and all other serious sources of national
disunion.
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CHAPTER II

A Plan for the National Recovery of Ireland

11 it is agrood, an 1 assort it must be agreed, that Party
Politios has proved o failure, and if the Party Political
Systen is ineapablo of being radically improved, then some
practical alternative to tho present system of government
must be introduced. T'wo simple but very comprehensive
systoms suggost thomselves, These are (@) a Dictatorship,
ov (b) » National Government, combined with a well-
organisod system of Parish Guilds and Councils. This latter
will bo explained hereafter.

Many porsons assort that we require a Dictator in this
country ; this is a very easy solution. A Dictator will
bo expooted to solve everything ; but Dictators are not
found or solocted.. They usually find and select themselves.
They then impose their will on a country for better or
worse, Dictators have a tendency to fall away from the
narrow, path promulgated on the Mount, and to become
imporialistic or tyrannical. It is the one who becomes a
tyrant who will see to it that he is not removed. Moreover,
when & Dictator vacates his office, or is overthrown, the
country may be plunged into greater confusion than ever.
The right type of Dictator is very rare ; *the wrong type .

~is very dangerous ; however, if we can get the right type
well and good for the time being,.

Loaders -we will, with God’s help, produce in the
future, as we have done in the past. There may be one in
the making now in the minor by-ways of our life. If so he
will have advantages extended to no other Irish leader
sinco before the reign of Brian Boru. As far as can be
judged he may not he crushed or destroyed by external
forces, like most of his predecessors, or literally torn to ;8
shreds by internal Party Political strife. He will also -
have the experience of the past twenty years to guide him,
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When Pearse and his compatriots attempted to liberate
this country, they did not adopt a Party Political Pro-
gramme, which they probably felt would only end in
failure. The Da4il resulting from the 1918 elections dis-
carded the Party Political System also and formed a
National Government, and a National Government now
would be one elected by the nation to carry out a national
programme, promulgated and explained” beforehand.
A Coalition, representing different Political Parties is not
a National Government but merely a party political
compromise, or temporary arrangement between Political

.Parties.

To institute this change demands nothing more drastic
than a mental reformation. A very simple and easily under-
stood National Proclamation might be prepared. It
should embrace the following fundamental points, namely,
that a Government freely elected by all the people over
twenty-one years of age, might pledge itself to strive
sincerely towards the following ends :— :

1. The absolute independence of Ireland.
2. The dominant establishment of our National
Language and Culture.
3. The establishment of a sound National Economic
and Financial System.,
4. The fair and equitable stabilisation of Labour.
5. The maintenance of Christianity. w
 This is merely a re-assertion of the national objective
of Pearse and his associates, but .while they were forced to
offer their lives, we can proceed in peace to re-establish
their aim. The great difference between conditions then
and now is, that while their programme was easily
enunciated—‘‘ To break the political connection with
England ”’—we are called upon to prepare and to execute
a practical plan for the running of the country. This
practical application of Pearse’s ideal has not yet been
developed.

This does not mean that we must live an isolated national

life, but that we shall live our own life, absorbing from

~ outside whatever we may find to our national advantage.

It does not mean that platitudes may serve as duty to
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the National Cause, but that sincere and practical effort
will., It does not mean that a National Government will
do everything to implement National Economy or to
organise Society, while we merely criticise and ask why
they don’t do this or that. It does not mean that Labour
may rule the State any more than other gections of the
Community, and it does not mean that mere talk and
trifling may replace precept and example.

All the present Political Parties, including militant
Republicans, should be able to subscribe to this, because
they all profess to support, and stand for, it already. If
any Party rejects this plan, or a practical modification of
it, it should at least advance another which will be more
promising than proved political stagnation, a Labour
Utopia, or senseless militant futility. :

Having framed a comprehensive National Programme
such as is outlined hereafter, based on the Proclamation,
we will require some suitable young persons to carry it out.
They must be strong, selfless, snthusiastic and persevering,
and they must show by example that they are sincere in
word and deed. . . . That such young persons are available
I have no doubt. |

The election for the new D4il would be very much on
the lines of elections before the introduction of Propor-
tional Representation. Candidates would be nominated
in each constituency by the people. There would be one .
vital difference, namely, that instead of two or more
policies, with some good points in each, being submitted
to constituents, they would. be called on merely to elect
the best man or woman they could find to carry out the
agreed national policy. We can hardly visualise the
far-reaching national advantages which this difference
would bring. It would immediately destroy a great amount
of local opposition, bitterness, and confusion, and it would
wash away for ever one of the most corroding and ever-
weakening sources of national disunion in this country—
political strife. It would save a great amount of valuable
time wasted at present in D4il and Seanad in futile

.speeches, argument and repartee; and prevent the
demoralising consequences of . all this bickering, on
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deputies themselves, as well as on the people. It would
direct instead our undivided strength and attontion, for
the first time in modern history, towards the building up
of our own country in our own way.

This plan is suggested as something to adopt, or to
modify. It matters little how a National Government is
secured, provided the method assures that a strong and
efficient National Government, strongly national, will be
established. To attain this, for example, a nominated
element might be introduced. ,

According to legal information the Constitution pro-
vides that it can now be changed only by a Bill passed,
or deemed to be passed, by Dail and Seanad. After the
passage of such a Bill a Referendum would determine
whether the proposed changes should, or should not, be
enacted. Parliament evidently did not visualise any request
for a change in the Constitution coming from the people,
without being initiated in the D4il. Even in the circum-
stances, if legislative changes such as are herein envisaged
were widely called for by the people, the D4il and Seanad
could not, democratically, resist such demands. These
demands would be for a Bill and a Referendum for the
elimination of Proportional Representation, and the
implementing of this National Plan, or an approved
modification. ,

The immediate consideration is to publish, propagate,
and explain this plan, or the modification, to the general
public. It will then be the duty of the people, constitution-
ally organised, to see that. the necessary legislative changes
are carried out. .

It may be asserted that Political Parties would persist,
and upset the whole working of the new Plan, by argument,
abuse and obstruction. If the people are not able to exercise
sufficient moral courage, energy and national action, to
prevent this, then, our days as a distinctive nation
would appear to be numbered. By

There are, of course, other and more complex forms of
National Organisation, for example, the Corporative
System. The Corporative idea means that people would
be grouped for representation and other purposes accarding
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to their vocations. It is intrinsically Christian, and has
been embodied in several Papal Encyclicals. It aims at
a body of vocational and inter-vocational institutions,
based on Christian Social Teaching. Each group or guild
would embrace all the people engaged in the pa}rtlcular
vocation. It may assume different forms or even be imposed
by the State. This is, undoubtedly, an admirable form
of organisation, but it must not be confused with organised
interosts or sections of vocations, that study only their
own point of view, rather than the common good.

Whatever way it may origina.te , Christian . Corporate
Organisation implies subordination to an. organised State.
Authoritative advocates of this form of organisation do
not appear to envisage it as forming an Electoral College,
or in any other way electing a National Government.
They always imply that unification of Government, and
loyalty to that Government exist. This is yery important,
because we have not yet got that national unity and
loyalty which, for Corporative Organisation, is ordinarily
presupposed. It must not be assumed, therefore, that in
our circumstances Corporate Organisation would offer a
. sound or practical method for the election of Government.
Neither can it take the place of the parish type of organisa-
* tion. Ireland is not vocationally organised, and there would
I fear, be little hope of this or any other such system
succeeding here until we are nationally organised. The
dividing of people into vocational groups might, at present,
resolve itself into class distinctions and vocational jealou-
sies. In other words, until we -are nationally organised
it would probably tend towards national disunion which
we should, beyond all things in the future, aim to avoid.

- But we must not place all our faith in systems alone.
If we have not sincerity and the right spirit behind our
systems, no matter how intrinsically good they may be,
they will fail. Take the example of Portugal in the past
ten or twelve years for instance, and contrast it, in some
. ways, with our own experiences in the past twenty years.

In making comparisons with other countries it must always
be remembered that conditions in those countries are very
different from ours, Portugal is an Empire,
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~The Portuguese pooplo wore apparontly not, in rocont
times, vory well disciplinod or organisod, yob in n fow
years Dr. Salazar has rovolutionisod the  Kduentionnl,
Noctal and FKeonomic Systoms of tho country, Ho hos
based his order and discipline on simplicity, honesty and
Christian Social Teaching, | ' .

When he bocamo Primoe Ministor in 1928, Salazar found
i Portugal what we have now, cumborsomo Dopartmoents
and systems of all kinds under the Political Party Systom,
He found Portugal poor and insolvent, that is in papor
money. Instead of reducing his country to greater insol--
veney still by pursuing the usual and the easy method,
of borrowing millions of money, he put his financial faith
in simple economies—in the economic instinct of a good
housewife, who lives within her means-—backed by his
own example and a Christian, national, co-operative
spirit in the people. The revolution of 1910, which did away
with the Monarchy, also banished the Cross. Because the
Monarchy supported Catholicism, the Church was held
responsible for many things for which, of course, the abuse
of Christ’s Teaching was really to blame. Salazar put the
Crucifix back in the schools, ‘and made the Cross once
again the national symbol of the new Portugal, as a vital |
part of his plan for the rehabilitation of his country.

With faith, courage, common sense, and the backing of
his people, who understood him, because he was simple
and sindere, his plan worked like magic. As a result,
Portugal is to-day an example to Europe of nationalism
based on Christian Social Teaching put to the test, and
not found wanting.

It cannot be over emphasised that the real keynote of
this man’s success was not dry Economy or _d}'y Education,
but the living spirit behind them, phe spirit of natiqnal
pride in his own land, and Christiang Hope and. F&lf.)h,
which he awakened in the people by simplicity, sincerity
and common sense. He expected all the people to economise,
but he and his Government did the same themselves.
Observers now inform us that, in a hundred ways, humbug
and hypocrisy have been driven from Portuguese life by
the simplicity, sincerity and example of its leader. Herein
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lies the secret of his success, and herein lies the practical
moral for us.

Simplicity does not appeal to us in this country; We
have an inordinate regard for things that are complex,
and which are often imperfectly understood, particularly
if they come to us from abroad. Grandiose verbal embel-
lishments are freely accepted, regardless of whether they
contain anything valuable, or merely conceal a lot of
emptiness, while the simple facts of life around us are often
passed by in blankness and disdain.

The great advantage of this plain, practical plan is that
it will enable us to carry out all the other necessary phases
of national recovery. This is a tremendous possibility
which will amply compensate for all the labour, organisa-
tion and sacrifice which its implementing entails.

This system represents a complete break-away from the
Party Political one we have had since the political fight
for the self government of Ireland took definite shape
about a hundred years ago. O’Connell, Butt, Parnell and
Redmond—all utilised the Political Party System in their
endeavours to wrest from England some measure of fair
treatment and Home Rule. Excepting force it was the only
one open to them. They represented the vast majority of
the Irish people and were virtually therefore in the cir-
cumstances a National Party. On the other hand; all
" the insurrections which took place, from the coming of
the English down to the present day, aimed positively
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