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NATIONAL ACTION

Foreword to Second Edition

The first edition of NATIONAL, ACTION was published
in December, 1942. This edition, 6,000 copies, is practically

sold out, and the text is now reprinted without alteration
of any kind.

- Neither in the reviews nor otherwise has any serious

adverse criticism been advanced against this work. In

fact, with the exception of persons who have political,.

economic and other vested interests which, from selfish
motives they wish to guard, NATIONAT AcTiON has met
with overwhelming approval from the vast majority of
its readers. Most, persons have vested interests, of one kind
or another, but, it is only those who place their vested
interests above the interests of the people as a whole, who
are a danger to National Action and to the nation. The

great variety of people, holding many different views on

public questions, who agree in principle with the book,
is very encouraging and full of hope. |

The Dublin daily Press treated NATIONAL ActioN with
uncommon lightness. Two of the daily papers failed to
review the book, while the reviewer in the third attempted

to discredit NATIONAL AcTION by taking minor sentences

away from their context, by levity, and by guardedly
Insinuating that it contained an attack on the Church.*

** Even the Church does not escape. It must not be doing its
duty, for part of the National Plan is that the Cihur,c’zh should
' undertake a nation-wide, far-reaching spiritual drive, ‘ and the
author even gives some hints on how this is to be done. . . Fashmf}
should be sponsored by a National Body, backed by the State.’
The length of our trousers and the shade of our ties fixed by

Statutory Rules and Orders © . . . There are some good points in this -

muddle-headed production, but they are so deeply buried in the -

debris that it is a hopeless task to salvage them. The whole book

‘18 an example of loose thinking and of reckless playing with the -

most dangerous of all instruments—words.”—Review by NN.,
Irish Independent (4-1-1943). |
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To quote only one clerical critic, out of many who have
all favourably reviewed NATIONAL ActioN, here is what
Father Felim O'Brien, O.F.M., Professor of Philosophy,
University College, Galway, wrote in Assist, March, 1943.
After criticising several plans prepared for other countries
because of © belief in the infallibility of economics or of
politics, to solve all problems »__Tather O’Brien goes on
to say: “Itis refreshing, therefore, to turn to a plan

conceived on the Christian plane, & plan that neglects no
factor—religious, social, national, economic, cultural-—that
could influence the all-round betterment of onr own
country. . . . Almost every problem that faces the country
is discussed with wisdom and common sense . . . 10 0no can
read the book withoub feeling inspired and encouraged . . .
One of the many good things the book emphasises is the
nced for a healthy nationality; we are fast losing, our
national consciousness, and are being absorbed into &
‘dangerous, chara cterless, Hollywood cosmopolitanism that
is neutral to our traditional, moral, religious and national
values . . . No citizen who wishes to be a worker in building
o better Ireland can afford to overlook this plan.”

Another Dublin daily paper tried to brand the book
as being * political ” in the Party sense.*

The word ‘‘ politics ” has, of course, at least two distinct
meanings. Its chief or primary one is: ‘““ The science of
government, that part of ethics which has to do with the
regulation and government of a nation or state.”—(Web-
ster's Dictionary.) In this sense, NATIONAL AcTION, like
every other book, paper or speech which deals with national
organisation, in any shape or form, is political, and in this
sense Ziery good citiﬁfu is jan active politician. In this
sense also, every secular organisation in t i
or should be, political. 2 et e

A second meaning of the word * politics " is: * The

* ¢ Its Central Council (the G.A.A.) has recently sponsored and
published a pamphlet in which a flying leap was madS; fxgm the realm
of sport to the realm of politics. One of the officials responsible for
this new departure has sought to justify it on the grounds that
because the pamphlet proposed the abolition of all political parties
it was non-political.” Editorial, Irish Press (27—4-1943).

A
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management of a political party, the conduct and contests
of political parties.” '

In this second sense NATIONAT, ACTION is rigidly and
absolutely non-political. It neither mentions, praises nor
criticises any political party; nor does it propose the
establishment, of any new political party. It deals with the
party political system of government, which every fair-
minded person will agree, is an entirely different matter,

We are so schooled in and imbued with party politics
in this country that ‘loyalty to party ” usually out-
shadows and dominates our loyalty to the Nation or State.
As a result of this the great majority of people understand
only the second meaning of the word “ politics.” It is quite
unfair, therefore, to say that a book is political, knowing
well that people will attach only this second meaning to
the word, and will assume that its context is party political
in substance and in trend. e ECI e T '

Some persons, while agreeing with the basic plan out-
lined in NATIONAL AcTION, call for more detailed planning
as well. If we accept the general basic plan, detailed
planning built upon this framework, can be easily filled
in; but we must first have and understand a proper
outline. 'We cannot build up any comprehensive, well-
regulated national structure without a frame, and any

detailed planning, otherwise drafted, will almost certainly .

be at fault. This is all important because this is where
we have failed in Ireland during the past twenty years—

wrangling over and magnifying, out of balanced proportion,

all kinds of sections while overlooking the aggregate’ of
basic national factors, asone inseparable whole. NATIONAL
AcTION asserts, without qualification, that our- present
political, economic, educational, social and othel: framework
structure is unsound ; that our national values and philo-
sophy are unsound,; and -that our political framework is

the basic error of all. It shows where these values and |
systems are unsound, but it; also indicates outline or frame- -

work alternatives. i

Other readers have picked out details, here and there,
with which they could not agree. Differences of this kind

™)
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are, of course, to be expected ; but it shows the danger
of entering extensively into detailed planning at this stage.
Many, who perhaps may only have read the outline plan
superficially, will mistake the tree for the forest and will
thereby side-track and overlook the main purpose in view.
This main purpose is the basic plan outlined in Chapter ITI ;
and while being very simple it is revolutionary, inasmuch
as it advocates a complete change from the present party
political system of government, which has failed so dismally
during the past twenty years.

It cannot, be over-emphasised that a coalition government
is not a national government, and that it is practically
impossible to get a real national government on party
political issues.

To say that this party political system cannot. be per-
manently overthrown, that no matter what is done it will
re-establish. itself, is purely hypothetical reasoning. It is
based, I suggest, on our present experiences, outlooks,
systems and orientation. There is no proof that this
outcome is inevitable. Big political parties, for example
even with an artificially constituted party political policy,
usually stick together, and seldom break up into minor
parties. - Why should we assume then, that in much more
favourable circumstances, a National Government based on
a national policy, would fall to pieces ?

A question, arising from this kind of reasoning, which
has been asked, mostly too by persons who agree that the
plan itself is sound and practical, is : How is it going to
be put,into operation ? The answer to this question has

been deliberately omitted. Several legitimate ways, all

within the bounds of Christian Social Teaching, could be

given, but these would merely afford “ vested interests ™
an opportunity for raising obstructive controversy, alarm-

ing prospects and abuse, in order to kill, or to turn aside,
the lurking danger to their own interests, before it could

go far.

Tha following’ sentericés from pages 37 and 38 cause
some well-meaning réaders the greatest doubt: “ To
institute this change demands nothing more drastic than
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a montal reformation. A . . . proclamation might be pre-
paved . . . Having framed o . . . programme >, . we will
vequite jomo suitablo young persons to carry it out,”

Thero stntomoents wore not advanced ag an airy method
ol gotting rid of tho key problems of the whole scheme,
ov in order to slur over, in a few apparent platitudes, the
aotual wolution, It is very difficult, however, to press a great
quantity of important, and pregnantly constituted material,
all charged with closely packed ideas, into a small space,
\\]‘it;.hou.t, seoming somewhat equivocal to readers, here and
theve,

Iho first sontence quoted was simply intended to convey
that tho change suggested did not involve or advocaie a
sanguinary reformation, but rather a mental or intellectmal
one. Tho proclamation would be prepared and issned by
tho representatives of a nation-wide organisation for the
implementing of NATIONAL AcTION, after the book had
been widely propagated and discussed. The third part of
the quotation aimed merely at emphasising the desire that
young and comparatively young persons, possessing the
initiative, courage and vigour of youth, should come
" forward and take their proper place in the Councils of the
Nation, rather than staid and over-cautious elderfies,
stained, perhaps, by the inevitable consequences of bitter,
party, political strife.

The solution will be found, with God’s help, if and when
the majority of those people who place their couniry’s
interests first—Farmers, Labourers, Educationalists, Busi-
ness People, Industrialists, Professionals—will band them-
selves together for this nationally vital work. If these
will unite on National Action—and since they practically
all support it in principle there is no tenable Teason why
they should not—they can get any reform that they may
demand in an organised way, in spite of any form of vested
interests that may attempt to block the road.

A very simple method, for example, by which the change
could be achieved, and to which no persons or party could
reasonably object, would be an organised national demand
for a Referendum on the question of adopting National
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Action. But here again the first stage of execution iz
widespread propagation and study. Every perzon will !
agree that National Action, or a practical modification of
it, cannot be put into operation, by any legitimate means, |
until this is accomplished. This is logical, and this first
step, therefore, towards successful application, iz the work
that lies immediately before us. This is the part of the work
that well-disposed people are called on to do. Then, and
only then, will the necessity for a decision on the imple-
mentation of National Action arise.

Some critics, again, while agreeing with the plan, if it
could be executed, assert that it is idealistic and Utopizn
in concept. Thie journal, Irish Industry, representing
various industrial interests in this country, and with cloze
on eight hundred Irish manufacturers behind it, should,
I suggest, be accepted as being sufficiently realistic to
; answer this charge. Here is what Irish Industry says about
g NATIONAL ACTION in its February issue : ““ It is a reasoned
»‘ plea for the adoption of a planned economy for the whole

nation. It points out, in an incontrovertible manner, the
inherent faults in our present hotch-potch economy founded
on a foreign base. . . . This little book brings us back to
‘fundamentals. It has no room for hypocrisy. The man
who pays lip service to Irish nationality in one aspect,
‘and .does his utmost to kill it in, another, finds the mirror
f: held up before him so that he can see himself in all his
il garments of hypocrisy. . . . We cannot do better than
: suggest the widest possible circulation and study of this
g - booklet. Then when the day comes, as it must, if this
nation is to survive, our people will be ready to put the
i policy or plan outlined in NATIONAL AcTION into operation.”
i 1 Irish. Industry is a practical, business journal havmg
| little time for chimerical fancy. No sensible person would
I be foolish enough to believe that ““ by waving a fairy wand
% - over the country ” he would getfall the people to unite

= on ““an agreed national policy,” or, in fact, get all the
i, - people to agree on anything. But this can be asserted with
truth and knowledge—that here is a national plan to which
i almost a hundred per cent. of its non-vested-interest readers
already extend, in principle, their approval. Here is a prac-
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tical, workable plan to which every Irish man and woman,
who place national above private, sectarian or party
interests, can subscribe. It is the only comprehensive
national plan, as far-as I am aware, that, without involv-
ing the cstablishmrent or maintenance of a poli.ical party,
has ever been offered "o the Irish people.

Is it seriously asserted, or agreed to, then, that in spite
of all that has been done and said and written, we, as a
nation, have not sufficient cohesion, organising power,
national will or moral courage to carry through a plain,
practical, common sense, easily understandable plan of
unity and national recovery, with practically only those
who have unnatural, selfish vested interests, alien outlook,
or servile fear, to oppose us ¢ s

It will be of very little practical value to agree with
this plan, in principle, and do nothing more. Many persons
have become so sceptical, so cynical and so devoid of hope,
as a result of our present systems, that they are not
prepared to do anything. This attitude shows neither a
good Christian nor a good civic spirit. We must have
Christian Hope. If you believe that National Action is right,
play your part in its propagation.

To reiterate, neither the author nor the publishers will -
profit from the production or sale of NATIONAL AcTION.
One of the best immediate ways in which you can exercise
your share of national service is by constituting yourself
in some effective way, an agent for its distribution and
study, and getting your friends to do likewise. This is
National Action, and the time has come for every good
citizen, no matter what his station inlife may be, to become \
a National Actionist, and thereby to play a full and -
appropriate part in this great and noble work. |
" By national unity, national good will, national organisa-

' tion, and forthright, selfless national co-operation, the

possibilities for this country’s future—Spiritual, Cultural,
Economic and International—are, in proportion to its
size, gigantic. Then, in God’s Name, let us, in unity and |
 strength, turn our eyes, our will, and our energy, before by
it is too late, towards this, our National Ideal. . : |
. L ~ AUTHOR., o
August, 1943. o P e o '
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PREFACE

The object of this work is to formulate, in outline,
a plan for a National Government for this country, together
with revised or reorganised public systems and services.
The present system of government, and some of the chief
public systems and factors of national reconstruction, are
briefly examined and practical recommendations and
suggestions made. |

Since all the important features of national recovery
are not dealt with, it must not be assumed that because
some are. omitted their importance,is thereby overlooked.
To treat adequately of all of these, or indeed to deal
fully with even those that are cited, would require a
great deal of space, raise many controversial issues, and
would, moreover, only tend to confuse and unbalance the
central theme, | : ,

The factors which “are introduced should be sufficient
to show that our present major systems are unsound,
that from them there is little hope of either great or good
results, and that they must, therefore, be radically revised.

It is fully realised that in attempting to outline, in
such small space, a plan for the solution of what is, for
us, & big and complex undertaking, one is open to all
kinds of mis-interpretation, destructive ecriticism and
slander. Fair-minded persons should see in it an unbiased
attempt to offer a practical plan, which will enable us
to recover from our present unsatisfactory national
condition, and will thereby help us to solve the most
vital of all our problems—the preservation and progress
of the Irish nation. -

As far as I am aware, no such plan for the national
rehabilitation of Ireland has hereto_fore been presented.
It is very simple, but it is at least a foundation on which
to build. I know of no country in which a similar. plan
has been advanced or adopted. This need not discourage
us. Wholesale imitation does not appear to have carried
us very far. | '
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Some people may consider themselves disillusioned by
all the reverses we have had. We must face the future,
~ ‘whatever it may hold for us, with fortitude and Christian
Faith, and with hope in what is left of the Irish people
in our own land. If we can appreciate this situation, we
must determine to re-start from the very foundation.
The task which lies before this generation in Ireland
is literally colossal. Political freedom, the undoing of
the outrage of Partition, cultural emancipation and the
speedy accomplishment of economic and social re-
construction, call for national faith, enthusiasm, sincerity,
common sense and sustained energy to a degree nevor

_ before equalled or approached.
Nations.to-day are vying, under the banner of Mammon,

for ultra-modern superiority. We can show to the world
that ultra-modern development can be achieved, and
achieved successfully, under the Banner of Christ.

Gaelic Ireland saved Europe for Civilisation and
Christianity before the Middle Ages. = Our duty now,
and our only hope for a. national future, lies in making
Treland once again, not only free but Gaelic, not only
Gaelic but a missionary power and example of practical
‘Christianity in the only way that twentieth century
scepticism will heed. it—a successful example of an
exemplary Christian State. ' ,

Will Young Ireland accept the challenge of this great
and :heroic task, to brace itself, in unity and Faith, for
a glorious future ; or will it continue its downward course,
. through national idleness, foreign imitation and: social
¢ slavery, towards inevitable national defeat ?

Having seen what our people did, and were prepared
- to do, in 1916-21 without being well organised, I believe
that this rising generation will respond, and in this belief,
in the Name of God and of Ireland, I call upon enlightened
young men and women, from “ The'Four Green Fields,”
.o rally round National Action,

Neithér the author nor the publishers desire to profit
from the production or sale of this book. They offer it

~ to Ireland for what it is worth. 3
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INTRODUCTION

Most people who think seriously realise that there is
something’ fundamentally wrong with our way of life in
this country. Our population is going down ; the revival
of our language and culture is not progressing as it should 3
and our social and economic systems have proved to be
nationally unsound. These results are contrary to what
‘we should have expected. With a good soil and a favour-
able climate, that we should have a falling population is
also contrary to the natural and economic laws of both
God and man. |
There are many other outstanding indications of national
decay, but these that are cited—and they are universally
substantiated around us—are sufficiently grave in them-
selves to justify investigation, and, above all, to call for
the planning and the application of practical remedies.
- There is no specific factor which would fully account

for all this. The causes are deep and comprehensive, The
remedy must be deep and comprehensive also. The basic
cause, or combination of causes, of our present unsatis-
factory condition, is that all our major national systems
are fundamentally unsound and unco-ordinated.

These unsound systems and their consequences would -

sooner or later demoralise and undermine the national
outlook of almost any individual. We have thousands
of examples of this, to-day—persons who had an Irish
outlook and desire, but whose national morale has been
gradually undermined by a flood of negative, pagan and
other influences almost unchecked. The result is that
many have become sceptical, pessimistic and cynical.
On’the establishment of the Irish Free State Government,
twenty years ago, practically all our present systems were
taken over from English control. They were continued
substantially as England had made them, and, manifestly,
these systems were not designed for our national good.
* Attempts were made, no- doubt, to improve.them in
various ways, but systems which are radically wrong
cannot be corrected unless they are radically changed.
No serious attempt to do this appears to have been made.

- R b s o e
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Ono of the usual accompaniments of any form of de-
prossion, weakness or confusion, is unbridled criticism.
When things are not going well, people are always prepared
to criticise abundantly, even though they may not be
nequainted with all the facts, or able to suggest 2 useful
remedy. - Any person, with little intellectual effort, can
pour destructive criticism on almost anything. It is a
different matter to criticise constructively, and without
malico, for the purpose of improving and attempting to
build up. A person who offers practical, constructive
altornatives realises some of the difficulties at least, and
makes allowances for them. The gossiping scare-monger,
the alarmist, or the deliberate slanderer, shoulders no
such responsibility. Comprehending all this, we shall set
out with the aim of striving to show how the structure
of our way of life might be greatly improved. In this
process we must necessarily criticise ;  in attempting to
shape a practical plan we must be candid also. The position
for the nation is too serious to admit of anything eise.
Furthermore, this criticism is entirely objective, with no
desire to hurt or offend anyone.

The re-building of our nation twenty years ago was
started under supreme difficulties, which most people at
that time did not fully realise. Those difficulties were the
result of subversive, foreign mis-government for hundreds
of years. Along with this, or rather because of it, we had
to suffer the truncation of our country against the wishes
of the vast majority of our people, and the cruel affliction
of civil war. It is only in years to come that we shall fully
realise the appalling hindrances in the way of national re-
covery, that these circumstances imposed. To grapple with
such great obstacles we copied a most cumbersome and
inefficient form of government—the Political Party System.

Bearing these facts in mind, we have probably fared as
well in the last twenty years as any other people would
have done in like circumstances, We have made some
gerious mistakes, the cardinal one being the adoption of
the Party Political System of Government. We also have
made strides forward in many directions, but the progress
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we have achieved is not at all suflficient to enable us to fuce
jnt.h Lxxxxttxipxxu\\ a future, torn by war and its CONHOQUONCOS,
:}‘nd’by all the other repercussions of uncheistian disorgan-
isation \\‘I‘nch are rampant throughout the world to-day,

One of the fiest things we must rocogniso is that the
entire life, civilisation, wdividuality and economy of any
country, - spivitually  aud * matevially, form, nationally
spesking, ome great, collective whole,  All our major
problems are parts of one great, national problom—the
estahhsluuent and maintenance of the nation. This is
elementary reasoning, yet, as a vosult of our tragic history,
we are unbalanced In our national -outlook. Wo do not
appear to have completely grasped this vital basic fact
so far. Different groups have been a ttompting to solve
different, and indeed sometimes similar problems, without
seeuring, or attempting to secure, the organised assistance
of other groups, equally intent on attempting to solve
other national difficulties, In faot, different organisations
are sometimes aetively opposed to one another, consciously
or not, In their respective efforts.

We are all only too familiar with the series of organisa-
~tions which, having started, flourished for a time and
falled. So persistent has this procession been that many

ple use this argument to emphasise, what they term,
the instahility and fickleness of the Irvish character, The
true explansation is, that the very restriction and incomplete-
ness of these efforts foretald their failure.

In addition to this want of unity in organisation, there
are msny thousands of people, without restriction,
hindering our efforts, by opposition, destructive criticism
and defaunlt. The result of all this tends to divide the
efforts of the nation rather than to unite them, We must
understand this situation clearly, and face it, because our
present condition, in the.period of world depression and
unrest which confronts us both at present and in the
future, may easily lead to national defeat. Many people
are prepared to agree with all this provided they are
not asked to do anything themselves. "In the old political
days “The Harp,” “The Green Flag” and “ The

2
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Shamrock >’ covered a multitude of national sins and
omissions. “ A Chara,” “ Mise le meas™ and * Eire ™
ave oqually effective substitutes to-day. This kind of
humbug and dissimulation is steadily gaining ground.
Its demoralising influences are gradually being accepted
and its calamitous consequences are in the offing. It is
the inevitable result of national confusion, and the wilful
abandonment of our own ideals, characteristics and
traditions.

It is evident now, looking back over the past twenty
years, that when we started to rebuild our nation we had
no definite, all-embracing, national plan. We obviously
muddled along, from year to year, patching incessantly,
but never rising to the bigger and more heroic task of
national reconstruction as a whole. The policy which will
successfully serve to reverse this position must be
comprehensive, forthright and sincere.

We require‘an amount of detailed national discipline
and direction in this country. Unbridled freedom to do
as we like in most things is not liberty ; it is rather the
.prelude to national anarchy. We must be compelled,
if necessary, to do many things which we may dislike,
or be restrained from doing many things which we may
like ; but, so long as disciplined organisation is accom-
panied by sincerity, common sense, charity and justice
to all, we have no real cause of complaint. Democracy

means government by the representatives of the people ;.

government means discipline, and Christian discipline
means ordered organisation for the common good. His
Holiness Pope Pius XT described the correct attitude of
governments towards national life as directing, super-
vising, restraining.” Christian Social Teaching assigns a
threefold task to the State-namely, to establish an

ordered social community ; to look after the poorer paid

workers ; and to secure a wide diffusion of private property

and ownership.

The crying need for the practical a-ppiication of these.

- simple principles is manifest ; but, simple though they be,

they can be effectively applied in no other way than by ‘

means of an all-embracing National Recovery Plan.
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CHAPTER 1

National Organisation and National Action

From all the evidence one can gather about other
countries, and from a wide knowledge of our own, it
would appear that ours is one of the most nationally non-
organised countries in Western Europe. This does not
Imply that we are backward, rude, deficient in culture,
or inferior in physical or intellectual attainments of any
Eind. Taking circumstances into account, we compare
very favourably with any country in these ways. National
organisation is a different matter ; it means the extent
to which we are nationally combined and federated, and
the degree of efficiency of that combination, to carry on
%o the best advantage as a distinctive community. It

means co-operation by individuals and associations for the

common good. Butb while unity and organisation are the
keynotes to success, they can also be the road to national
disaster. National organisation on rightful lines might be
claimed as a heaven-sent boon ; on wrong—say on pagan
principles—it would be, indeed, a veritable scourge. ,
With the exception of the- Gaelic League, and a very
few other associations, all the forms of non-militant
organisation, which have been carried on in this country
n the past fifty years, have been either political or class
organisations of one kind or another. In a country circum-
stanced as ours is national disunion of this kind constitutes
a deadly evil. It should, therefore, be regarded with
national disfavour. All serious causes of disunion should
be eliminated and forces working for cohesion fostered
by every legitimate means in our power. National
organisation is the keystone of our future, and the w y
it is used will be the measure of our success, = -
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NATIONALISM AS AN ORGANISING FORCE

Nationalism and politics have been closely associated
“in Ireland; they are consequently greatly confounded.
This condition might, indeed, be claimed as a primary
cause of our present national confusion. The absence or
weakness of national spirit, or true Christian nationality,
is a great indirect cause of national disunion.

Christian nationalism means that, subordinate to the
Law of God, the nation, or the country, is the highest
and the most worthy natural social unit into which men
and families are grouped. It embraces all the attributes,
spiritual and material, which enshrine the individuality
and the freedom of a people and their country as a distinct
whole : in fact, the entire heritage handed down to us
by our ancestors. It includes not only the language, "
tradition, culture, history, music, games, and customs of
the country, but every other phase of national life that
strengthens the existence and advancement of the nation
as a whole. It associates the people with the land from
which they have sprung and with which the clay of their
ancestors is mingled. In actual practice nationalism
coincides with good Christian citizenship.

"It is the privilege, and even the duty of a Government,
to do everything that it'legitimately can within the bounds
of Christian Teaching for national development and
preservation. Towards this end Christian nationality is
one of the most powerful sources of organisation, unity
and strength. On the other hand, one of the greatest
causes of ultimate national disintegration is the perversion
_or negation of this werld force. |

Subject to Christianity, nationality exercises one of the
greatest and most ennobling influences on the human
race. 1t was the force which inspired Pearse, Ashe and
MacSwiney, and the hosts of other men and women who
gave their lives for their country; and it was the moral
force which called a halt to the gigantic power of Britain
in 1921. It has inspired many of man’s greatest achieve--
ments and noblest heroism ; it is also one of the strongest
weapons which any nation can call to its aid, against
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internal disunion, lassitudo or grood, Tt in the foree whioh
inspires mon and women willingly to give thoeir bost in
sorvico for their country’s sako; and it is tho forco thab
will savo our own nation if it is to live.
. Our concopt of tho noblo virtuo of patriotism, which i
instinetively present in almost ovory human broast, is
devotion to one’s country, in accordanco with Christ's Law.
» . In other words, it is Christian nationalism.  Patriobism is
placed high in tho hiorarchy of national virtues and is
by many theologians considored oqual if not suporior in
obligation to privato or fumily tios, ¢ Aftor his dubios
towards God,” wrote St. Thomas Aquinas, “ man owos
most to his paronts and his country,” (Swmma, Secundo
Secundae, Articlo 1.) And, again, *“ It bohoves tho virtuous
citizen to expose himself to the dangor of doath for tho
public weal of tho Stato ™ (Ibid. Artiolo 5). Cardinal
Merocier, late Primato of Belgium, wrote: * Family
interests, class interosts, party intorests, and tho matorial
good of the individual, take thoir placo in the scalo of
values below the ideal of patriotism.” Popo Loo XIIT
stressed the same point: *‘The natural law onjoins us
to love devoutly and to defend tho land that gave us
. birth and upbringing, so that good citizens do not hositato
to face death for their native land » (Sapientiae Christianae).
If such bo the Christian concopt, why seok out spurious
definitions of nationalism'? Why not call pervorsions by
their proper names ? Placing duty to tho Stato or to tho
nation as being equal to, or abovo, our duty. to Qod,
or what is termed “ blind worship of the Stato,” is moroly
paganism, The famous American phrase, “ My country
right or wrong,” is another form of the samo fallacy,
What is called “extremo or exaggorated nationalism *
is another bogey nowadays often advanced, People forgot
“that if nationalism becomes exaggerated or oxtromo, it is
no longer nationalism, but something glso. '.L‘.hoy‘ n:lso
appear to forget that if nationalism is guided by Christian
principles, it cannot become either ex‘u.ggoru.ttad or oxtromae,
Because idolatry or paganism in varied forms, or robbory,
invasion and murder have masqueraded as true nationalism,
why should it prevent us here under a National Govern-
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ment from developing and using this God-given force for
national stability and advance ? Christ’s Church and
Teachings have been maligned, misused and misrepresented
all over the earth, but these perversions are not advanced
by Christians as other interpretations of His Teaching, or
as reasons for their rejection. - '

Ireland is one of the most Christian countries in the
world. Our nationalism cannot, therefore, become ex-
aggerated so long as we are Christian, for exaggerated
nationalism means nationalism that is doctrinally unsound.
The term was applied to certain European countries
where false national conceptions arose ;  but why apply
it here, where we have very little true developed nationalism
and where any nationalism we have is not doctrinally
unsound because it is Christian ? Neither is it diplo-
matically exaggerated because we have no imperial designs.
Highly developed nationalism here can have no irritating
international implications, because it means simply the
rightful advancement of local integrity and independence,
fostered within the great framework of Christianity. Just
as we are distinctive by being national, so we wish to,
co-operate amicably with all other nations in harmony

and peace. A :
Then why all this playing with words ? Why all this

anxiety about exaggerated or extreme nationalism in a

country where, in present circumstances, and under our
present systems, true Christian nationalism is in grave
danger of dying out altogether ? Why, in a country where
mere trimmings and phrases are being accepted for the
true substance, do well-meaning people warn us against
exaggeration, or why must strivings for.normal rights and
conditions be called extreme ? Referring to this very thing,
Rev. Dr. Duggan, former Bishop of Clonfert, said : “ They
are called extremists ; they are extremists because they are
extremely right.” '

The civil war and its sickening backwash left us weak
~and divided, and so party political Governments in the
past - twenty years have deliberately shirked this vital
issue. The consequence is that in this, as in most other

A
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things, we appear fearful of ourselves, of our own ideals,
and of our resources. -

True Christian nationality is not a force for brave or
hpnest men 'to fear. It is rather a great nafional. God-
given organising agent that can be forced info s vital
element of our National Recovery Plan. Salazar in Portuzal
relied on nationalism based on Christian Social Teaching,
and has proved it a practical suceess. Instead of fearinz
nationalism, because it has been distorted elsewhere, and
mis-interpreted by many of our people, we should set
ourselves the more manly and courageous task of provine
to the world that true nationalism, richily direcied. can
be made, what God intended it to be, a source of unity,
strength and hope, in any land which sirives sinesrely
to maintain His Law. - =

PartrTiON

The .problem of Partition is a vital one in Treland to-day.
This Partition against the wishes of the vast majority of
the Irish people is one of the chief problems which calls
for the establishment of a National Government. Weak
political governments are not in a position o face the task
of removing Partition.

On the occasion of the coming of American ircops fo
the Six Counties in January, 1942, Mr. de Valera made
the following statement as reported in the Press:—
‘“ Everyone knows that Ireland was partificned &wenty
years ago and that the Six Counties have been cus
off from the rest of the country by an Act of the British
Parliament, despite the expressed will of the Trish people.

““ When the United States was entering the last war,
President Wilson declared that America meant fo fight
for democracy, and for the right of peoples fo nationsl
self-determination. The Irish people toox him at his
word, and in the -general elections of Decem'ber 1918,
by an overwhelming vote—more than three fm: the one
~ against—declared for national -independence and for the
establishment of a Republic. The decision was reaffirmed,
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after two years of conflict with Britain, in the gencral
elections of 1921, when the partition candidates returned
were again less than one-fourth of the total representation.

“ Nevertheless the British Glovernment cut the nation
in two and set up a separate Parliament for six of the
thirty-two counties. These six counties formed no natural,
historic, or geographical entity. The area was chosen
solely with a view to securing a majority within it for
the anti-national minority. In one half of the area—
including the city of Derry and the whole territory
adjoining the boundary with the T'wenty-six Counties—
a majority of the inhabitants, were against partition.

“To partition the territory of an ancient nation is one
of the cruellest wrongs that can be committed against a
people. The partition of Ireland is, in essence, no different
from the former partition of Poland, nor are the evils
that flow from it less in kind than those Abraham Lincoln
foresaw from the projected partition of the United States,
when he determined to prevent it even at the cost of
fighting one of the bitterest civil wars in history,

“It is our duty to make it. clearly understood that
no matter what troops occupy the Six Counties the Irish
people’s claim for the union of the whole of the national
territory, and for supreme jurisdiction ever it, will remain
unabated. The maintenance of the partition of Ireland
is as indefensible as aggressions against small nations
elsewhere, which it is the avowed purpose of Great Britain
and the United States in this war to bring to an end.”

The case for national self-determination has been made
a hundred times during the present war in grand procla-
mations all over the world, but, in spite of all these
protestations, it will probably require the efforts of a
united people to shame and force the authors into the
local application of these high-sounding words. Partition
' will be solved by our own unity, work and perseverance,
rather than by the good-will of those who loudly profess
fair play for all when their own lands are in danger.’
Appreciating all this, while we must carefully plan the
profitable cultivation of the “‘Three Green Fields” we
have got, we must als6 carefully plam, in unity, faith
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and courage, for the national recovery of “ The Fourth
Green Field.”

SECRET SOCIETIES AND ALIENS L,

_ Among the most pernicious agencies of national disunion
in any self-governing country are secret organisations.
Such bodies usually organise to promote the material
Well-bemg of their members as against the welfare of the
community - as a whole. .Over ninety per cent. of the
population of the Twenty Six Counties portion of this
country that is controlled by the Irish Government are -
precluded by “their profession of Faith from forming,
or being members of, secret organisations. If sections of -
- the community, therefore, are allowed by .aw to form
secret organisations against the vast majority of the
people, they are given undue advantages, from which
the majority, individually and as a body, are completely
debarred: SFat Seat L
~ Irish people are almost foolishly liberal in their business
and trade relations. Groups or sections that organise
themselves financially or otherwise against them acquire,
therefore, tremendous advantages, out of all proportion
to their numbers. It would appear that aliens, particularly
of a certain class, take decided steps to ensure that the
great bulk of the capital which falls into their hands
does not again revert to the Irish people, except in un-
avoidable circumstances, The rapidity by which aliens ‘
are accumulating property in this country would pointedly
indicate the existence of some such financial understanding.
Infiltration of aliens, who automatically become entitled
to the same rights as Irish citizens, and who are possibly
backed from abroad by powerful international financial
organisations, must also be firmly dealt with, before the
consequences create seripus trouble for us, as well as for
themselves. . ' QN : e k.
As one of the initial steps of National Action, a National
Government must deal firmly with aliens and undesirable
infiltration, as well as with ‘the suppression of secret -
gocieties, ’ |

24
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ParrTics

Party Politios has been one of the most serious causes
af n:\.r:on ] m\mmn m this cmmt-r_\' for generations, and
is as destructively tent to ‘\;l‘a\‘ as ever before. It has
been responsible im a tremendous amount of national
harm. Politios has }1‘{‘0\‘:\1 a fallure in this country because
it was organised en party lines. It is ome of the basic
TORIONS wh\* our linguistic, eoon omie, and other national
efforts have proved a partial failure also.

In & country, namm:sll united, whose civilistion has
been working normaslly, and fairly smeethly, for a leng
time, and where & tradition of Qewmvernmem iz well
\\mbh\h:\i Parly Politis Is usua n not teken too
seriousiy ; but where nationsl unity is weak or lacking,
where the essential elements of national freedom have
been for a long time supp \re\*ed. and where s section
of the people are either hostile to, or spathetic towards,
national recovery, then, indeed, P\nv Politics can become
a vital menace to the well-being, and even to the Yery
existence, of the Siate.

The 1\1‘1‘\' Political System, which we imitated, suited
England well enough in the pesceful dsys before the
El'e*lf World Wars. When serious trouble overtakes such
a country, her people immediately close their ranks and
drop the Party Political System during the time of eriss,
Witness the contrast in our case when nstional issues
such as Partition, the ensctment of the present Constitu-
tion. Wheat, or the Land Annuities aro These were
all purely nationsl questions, but Politicsl Parties fought
them out to the bitter end, to the great and perm\nent
damage of the nation.

Apart from the present unanimity on nationsl defence
it would be difficult ® find one instance of nstional
agreement on & msjor isve since the establishment of
the Party Palitical Systemgef Government. Were it not
for this sgreement on national defence, the country would

abably “have been invaded in the esnly veax\ of the
socond Great War This should be a %,ﬂr\‘ losson for us
in the future.
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story will probably vecord thal the national un-

preparecness of several Furopean countries in recent .

vears, and the collapse of France in the second Great War,
are directly traceable to internal party political strife.

n the north-east of Ireland party politics—masquer-
ading under & very thin and easily detected religious
cloak—has been, and is to-day, the root cause of disunion
there. No person, who takes the frouble to acquaint
himself with the facts, believes that minorities are in
any danger of religious oppression or victimisation, either
from the Irish Government or from the Catholic people.
There is absolute religious freedom and toleration in the
Twenty Six Counties, as the re
minorities have frequently testified. There has been no
complaint aguinst religious freedom since the Irish

Government was established. Yet the Government of the

Six Counties utilises Protestant and. other forms of religion,
in that part of Ireland, for the purpose of bolstering up,
what one of their Ministers was recently pleased to call—
“A Protestant Parliament for a Protestant people.” It
might be pointed out that all the religious minorities
(non-Catheolies) in the Six Counties, taken - together,
comprise only slightly over fifty per cent. of the entire

populstion of the area. It is in the North-East of Ireland
that religious bigotry originated in this country and has .

mainly fiourished. This national evil can be effectively
destroyed there only by the undoing of Partition and the
eliminstion of the Party Political System.

Under the Party System the theoretical function of a
Political Qppesition is to eriticise constructively, or
oppose legislative proposals, and thereby to prevent
faulty legislation reaching the Statute Book. In political
practice there is a great temptation to do otherwise,
to manufacture questionable, imaginary or hypot:hetica,l
arguments and opposition, so as to hold legislation up
to odium and contempt, even after it has become law.

presentatives of religious

Judging by some of our legislation and the mutilation -

which apparently sound proposals often suffer at the

hands of the Opposition for apparently no practical
constructive reason, one is sometimes inclined to ask

~
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if the Opposition is striving to improve Government
proposals, by sincere opposition and criticism, or rather
to damage the prestige and authority of the Government
in the eyes of the people ? The Opposition will, in fact,
when it gets into power, sometimes re-introduce proposals
which it opposed bitterly when in opposition. These are
some of the means adopted in practice by which the
Opposition hopes to advance its chances of getting into
power. But all this is no aspersion on the integrity of
the Opposition. It is the ordinary working of the Party
Political System. Any other set of people, placed in
similar circumstances, would probably do the same. Like
other such systems, Party Politics places its adherents in
circumstances over which they have, personally, very
little control. '

Under these conditions, and from all the political
battering that legislative proposals receive, by the time
they reach the Statute Book they are often attenuated
compromises, criticised, slandered and ridiculed, merely
for political party ends, by nearly half the community—

- that is, by the Opposition and.its supporters, by half
the Press, and by nearly half the elected representatives
in Déil and Seanad. How could legislation, in such
circumstances, no matter how well framed or intended,
be a sweeping success ?

A further serious weakness of the Party System is that
it limits considerably the choice or selection. Parliament
is the most important business in the country ; the best
and most suitable persons available should, therefore, be
- selected to conduct its work, Under the Party - Political

Systeni to be elected to the Diil, a person must usually
be a politician, and of fairly long standing. To be selected
for' a Ministerial position he must also belong to the
victorious political party. In this way some excellent
representatives are automatically ruled out from the most
/vital offices of the State, '

It is, I believe, correct to say that under the Party
Political System, wherever it exists, a private monopoly
of money directs and controls political policy to a sub-
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-stantial extent. Through the Press “ money ” directs
financial, and also, of course, political, opinion into the
semblance of public opinion, and thereby renders demo-
cratic government, in some countries, a misnomer,
Political Parties, which are strong enough, aim to control
—or at least to influence—a section of the public Press,
This section will then usually support them whether their
party actions are always nationally defensible or not.
In this way Party Politics usually tend to deteriorate,
so that intrigue, caucus-gang organisation, favouritism,
canvassing, confusion, corruption of national thought and
action, and misleading propaganda have followed Party
Politics all over the world. |
Public appointments and Party Politics have been
closely related here and elsewhere for the past two hundred

years. There is a considerable suspicion amongst the -

public that this association has not yet been completely
climinated. Canvassing for appointments, laxity in public
honesty, want of respect for authority, and for the
legitimate rights and property of people, and other forms

ot civic weakness, are directly traceable to a combination |

of causes, for which Party Politics is collectively responsible.
The combinéd result of this is that no section of our people
is playing its_part as it should.

Plausible arguments in favour of the Party Political

System can, no doubt, be advanced ; but in practice it
has proved a failure everywhere. In business organisation
this system is never adopted. If a body of farmers or
other business men, for example, want a committee to
manage a creamery or other enterprise, they elect members
who will carry out a fixed policy. They don’t select three
or four groups with as many different plans. Bodies like
County and Urban Councils and Corporations, ‘which
adopt the example of Parliament, and elect on the “ Party
Ticket,”” have not been a great success either.

Why, then, should a Government be elected on this or
that side-issue rather than to protect and maintain the
integrity and progress of the nation as a whole ? Why
must the most important business in the country be

7
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carried on by a system which is thoroughly discredited
all over the world, which has helped to bring trouble
and disunion to this country time and again, and which
no other business, more serious than a students’ debating
society, in any country, would nowadays adopt ?
- Parnell was speaking nationally when he exclaimed that
“No man has a right to fix the boundary to the march
of a nation.” After Parnell’s time, political strife and
confusion prevailed, until Pearse and his companions,
in their anger and despair, rose in 1916 and-in one week
cleared—with the sacrifice of their lives—the  national
~ issue between England and this country. The General
Elections of 1918 completed the rout of Political Parties
from the Irish field, leaving one truly national party,
- virtually composed of the 1916 survivors, to complete the

national struggle. | ‘
.- If this national representation had remained intact,
there is little doubt but that the freedom of this country
would have been long since completely established. A
civil war unfortunately .intervened, bringing about,
amongst other tragic résults, the re-establishment of
Political Parties. e

‘ Had politics continued to function as in England,
and in most other countries of the world in which the
Political Party System of Government persists, politics
~might not have proved quite so baneful. @We were
apparently over anxious to show to the world that we were
ultra-democratic, and more than fair to small minorities.
So we established the most party-political of all political
- systems—Proportional Representation. ] ,
- No country in the world, in our circumstances, has'
adopted the Proportional Representation System. Any
country with its institutions and its cultural and economic
life well established is no good example in this respect
for a nation struggling to regain its very language and
even portion of its national territory. |
This system requires big constituencies. It gives repre-
sentation to every substantial party in each constituency,
whether their national outlook is subversive or not.. The
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practionl outoomo oft Proportionnl Reprasentustion in this
country in that wonk Govornments, with n srminll working
majority, opponod by conlitions, composed of ull ldndg
of minor partion, have hoon, wind probuhly will wlwmys he,
olootod, ‘This is tho vory Lypo of Governments, in n country
situatod as wo arvo, that in lonst, desirnblo or effoctive, A
Govornmont with o small working mujority, in wueh iy
oumstaneos, undor tho Polition! Purty Mysbiom, oxpunds
half its timo and onorgy in combnbing the-—somebimes

’

apparontly —ivrosponsiblo-—tnotion  of  the  Politios)
Opposition,

Why should wo dopart from common world priebics in
this mattor ¥ Why should wo nreango to give spoein
reprosontation to senttorod minorition, such ns would not
bo givon in any other country ¢ Whad wpocinl roprosonts-
tion is oxtondod to minoritios in Britain 7 Yrish sottlors
and their descondants, for examplo, are us well entitled
to reprosentation in Britain or tho United States ns British
sottlors and their doescondants are hoere, 'I'ho Liverpool,
Mersoy or Tyne-side Irish get no reprosentation heyond
what they are able to secure in straight-vote elections.
Why, then, should scattered minoritics get specinl repre-
sentation here ? ,

World affairs move far too quickly now for the cumhber-
some, slow and' ofttimes discroditable activities of this
out-datcd system. Party Politics and Proportional Repre-
sentation have proved a failure in this country during the
past twenty years. The only hope for our national recovery
must be based on national unity, and Party Politics will
never accomplish this. The only oﬂbcbivo,wuy to secure
unity thereforo is to eliminate Proportional Representation
and Party Politics, and all other serious sources of national
disunion.
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CHAPTER II

A Plan for the National Recovery of Ireland

11 it is agrood, an 1 assort it must be agreed, that Party
Politios has proved o failure, and if the Party Political
Systen is ineapablo of being radically improved, then some
practical alternative to tho present system of government
must be introduced. T'wo simple but very comprehensive
systoms suggost thomselves, These are (@) a Dictatorship,
ov (b) » National Government, combined with a well-
organisod system of Parish Guilds and Councils. This latter
will bo explained hereafter.

Many porsons assort that we require a Dictator in this
country ; this is a very easy solution. A Dictator will
bo expooted to solve everything ; but Dictators are not
found or solocted.. They usually find and select themselves.
They then impose their will on a country for better or
worse, Dictators have a tendency to fall away from the
narrow, path promulgated on the Mount, and to become
imporialistic or tyrannical. It is the one who becomes a
tyrant who will see to it that he is not removed. Moreover,
when & Dictator vacates his office, or is overthrown, the
country may be plunged into greater confusion than ever.
The right type of Dictator is very rare ; *the wrong type .

~is very dangerous ; however, if we can get the right type
well and good for the time being,.

Loaders -we will, with God’s help, produce in the
future, as we have done in the past. There may be one in
the making now in the minor by-ways of our life. If so he
will have advantages extended to no other Irish leader
sinco before the reign of Brian Boru. As far as can be
judged he may not he crushed or destroyed by external
forces, like most of his predecessors, or literally torn to ;8
shreds by internal Party Political strife. He will also -
have the experience of the past twenty years to guide him,
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When Pearse and his compatriots attempted to liberate
this country, they did not adopt a Party Political Pro-
gramme, which they probably felt would only end in
failure. The Da4il resulting from the 1918 elections dis-
carded the Party Political System also and formed a
National Government, and a National Government now
would be one elected by the nation to carry out a national
programme, promulgated and explained” beforehand.
A Coalition, representing different Political Parties is not
a National Government but merely a party political
compromise, or temporary arrangement between Political

.Parties.

To institute this change demands nothing more drastic
than a mental reformation. A very simple and easily under-
stood National Proclamation might be prepared. It
should embrace the following fundamental points, namely,
that a Government freely elected by all the people over
twenty-one years of age, might pledge itself to strive
sincerely towards the following ends :— :

1. The absolute independence of Ireland.
2. The dominant establishment of our National
Language and Culture.
3. The establishment of a sound National Economic
and Financial System.,
4. The fair and equitable stabilisation of Labour.
5. The maintenance of Christianity. w
 This is merely a re-assertion of the national objective
of Pearse and his associates, but .while they were forced to
offer their lives, we can proceed in peace to re-establish
their aim. The great difference between conditions then
and now is, that while their programme was easily
enunciated—‘‘ To break the political connection with
England ”’—we are called upon to prepare and to execute
a practical plan for the running of the country. This
practical application of Pearse’s ideal has not yet been
developed.

This does not mean that we must live an isolated national

life, but that we shall live our own life, absorbing from

~ outside whatever we may find to our national advantage.

It does not mean that platitudes may serve as duty to
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the National Cause, but that sincere and practical effort
will., It does not mean that a National Government will
do everything to implement National Economy or to
organise Society, while we merely criticise and ask why
they don’t do this or that. It does not mean that Labour
may rule the State any more than other gections of the
Community, and it does not mean that mere talk and
trifling may replace precept and example.

All the present Political Parties, including militant
Republicans, should be able to subscribe to this, because
they all profess to support, and stand for, it already. If
any Party rejects this plan, or a practical modification of
it, it should at least advance another which will be more
promising than proved political stagnation, a Labour
Utopia, or senseless militant futility. :

Having framed a comprehensive National Programme
such as is outlined hereafter, based on the Proclamation,
we will require some suitable young persons to carry it out.
They must be strong, selfless, snthusiastic and persevering,
and they must show by example that they are sincere in
word and deed. . . . That such young persons are available
I have no doubt. |

The election for the new D4il would be very much on
the lines of elections before the introduction of Propor-
tional Representation. Candidates would be nominated
in each constituency by the people. There would be one .
vital difference, namely, that instead of two or more
policies, with some good points in each, being submitted
to constituents, they would. be called on merely to elect
the best man or woman they could find to carry out the
agreed national policy. We can hardly visualise the
far-reaching national advantages which this difference
would bring. It would immediately destroy a great amount
of local opposition, bitterness, and confusion, and it would
wash away for ever one of the most corroding and ever-
weakening sources of national disunion in this country—
political strife. It would save a great amount of valuable
time wasted at present in D4il and Seanad in futile

.speeches, argument and repartee; and prevent the
demoralising consequences of . all this bickering, on
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deputies themselves, as well as on the people. It would
direct instead our undivided strength and attontion, for
the first time in modern history, towards the building up
of our own country in our own way.

This plan is suggested as something to adopt, or to
modify. It matters little how a National Government is
secured, provided the method assures that a strong and
efficient National Government, strongly national, will be
established. To attain this, for example, a nominated
element might be introduced. ,

According to legal information the Constitution pro-
vides that it can now be changed only by a Bill passed,
or deemed to be passed, by Dail and Seanad. After the
passage of such a Bill a Referendum would determine
whether the proposed changes should, or should not, be
enacted. Parliament evidently did not visualise any request
for a change in the Constitution coming from the people,
without being initiated in the D4il. Even in the circum-
stances, if legislative changes such as are herein envisaged
were widely called for by the people, the D4il and Seanad
could not, democratically, resist such demands. These
demands would be for a Bill and a Referendum for the
elimination of Proportional Representation, and the
implementing of this National Plan, or an approved
modification. ,

The immediate consideration is to publish, propagate,
and explain this plan, or the modification, to the general
public. It will then be the duty of the people, constitution-
ally organised, to see that. the necessary legislative changes
are carried out. .

It may be asserted that Political Parties would persist,
and upset the whole working of the new Plan, by argument,
abuse and obstruction. If the people are not able to exercise
sufficient moral courage, energy and national action, to
prevent this, then, our days as a distinctive nation
would appear to be numbered. By

There are, of course, other and more complex forms of
National Organisation, for example, the Corporative
System. The Corporative idea means that people would
be grouped for representation and other purposes accarding
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to their vocations. It is intrinsically Christian, and has
been embodied in several Papal Encyclicals. It aims at
a body of vocational and inter-vocational institutions,
based on Christian Social Teaching. Each group or guild
would embrace all the people engaged in the pa}rtlcular
vocation. It may assume different forms or even be imposed
by the State. This is, undoubtedly, an admirable form
of organisation, but it must not be confused with organised
interosts or sections of vocations, that study only their
own point of view, rather than the common good.

Whatever way it may origina.te , Christian . Corporate
Organisation implies subordination to an. organised State.
Authoritative advocates of this form of organisation do
not appear to envisage it as forming an Electoral College,
or in any other way electing a National Government.
They always imply that unification of Government, and
loyalty to that Government exist. This is yery important,
because we have not yet got that national unity and
loyalty which, for Corporative Organisation, is ordinarily
presupposed. It must not be assumed, therefore, that in
our circumstances Corporate Organisation would offer a
. sound or practical method for the election of Government.
Neither can it take the place of the parish type of organisa-
* tion. Ireland is not vocationally organised, and there would
I fear, be little hope of this or any other such system
succeeding here until we are nationally organised. The
dividing of people into vocational groups might, at present,
resolve itself into class distinctions and vocational jealou-
sies. In other words, until we -are nationally organised
it would probably tend towards national disunion which
we should, beyond all things in the future, aim to avoid.

- But we must not place all our faith in systems alone.
If we have not sincerity and the right spirit behind our
systems, no matter how intrinsically good they may be,
they will fail. Take the example of Portugal in the past
ten or twelve years for instance, and contrast it, in some
. ways, with our own experiences in the past twenty years.

In making comparisons with other countries it must always
be remembered that conditions in those countries are very
different from ours, Portugal is an Empire,
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~The Portuguese pooplo wore apparontly not, in rocont
times, vory well disciplinod or organisod, yob in n fow
years Dr. Salazar has rovolutionisod the  Kduentionnl,
Noctal and FKeonomic Systoms of tho country, Ho hos
based his order and discipline on simplicity, honesty and
Christian Social Teaching, | ' .

When he bocamo Primoe Ministor in 1928, Salazar found
i Portugal what we have now, cumborsomo Dopartmoents
and systems of all kinds under the Political Party Systom,
He found Portugal poor and insolvent, that is in papor
money. Instead of reducing his country to greater insol--
veney still by pursuing the usual and the easy method,
of borrowing millions of money, he put his financial faith
in simple economies—in the economic instinct of a good
housewife, who lives within her means-—backed by his
own example and a Christian, national, co-operative
spirit in the people. The revolution of 1910, which did away
with the Monarchy, also banished the Cross. Because the
Monarchy supported Catholicism, the Church was held
responsible for many things for which, of course, the abuse
of Christ’s Teaching was really to blame. Salazar put the
Crucifix back in the schools, ‘and made the Cross once
again the national symbol of the new Portugal, as a vital |
part of his plan for the rehabilitation of his country.

With faith, courage, common sense, and the backing of
his people, who understood him, because he was simple
and sindere, his plan worked like magic. As a result,
Portugal is to-day an example to Europe of nationalism
based on Christian Social Teaching put to the test, and
not found wanting.

It cannot be over emphasised that the real keynote of
this man’s success was not dry Economy or _d}'y Education,
but the living spirit behind them, phe spirit of natiqnal
pride in his own land, and Christiang Hope and. F&lf.)h,
which he awakened in the people by simplicity, sincerity
and common sense. He expected all the people to economise,
but he and his Government did the same themselves.
Observers now inform us that, in a hundred ways, humbug
and hypocrisy have been driven from Portuguese life by
the simplicity, sincerity and example of its leader. Herein
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lies the secret of his success, and herein lies the practical
moral for us.

Simplicity does not appeal to us in this country; We
have an inordinate regard for things that are complex,
and which are often imperfectly understood, particularly
if they come to us from abroad. Grandiose verbal embel-
lishments are freely accepted, regardless of whether they
contain anything valuable, or merely conceal a lot of
emptiness, while the simple facts of life around us are often
passed by in blankness and disdain.

The great advantage of this plain, practical plan is that
it will enable us to carry out all the other necessary phases
of national recovery. This is a tremendous possibility
which will amply compensate for all the labour, organisa-
tion and sacrifice which its implementing entails.

This system represents a complete break-away from the
Party Political one we have had since the political fight
for the self government of Ireland took definite shape
about a hundred years ago. O’Connell, Butt, Parnell and
Redmond—all utilised the Political Party System in their
endeavours to wrest from England some measure of fair
treatment and Home Rule. Excepting force it was the only
one open to them. They represented the vast majority of
the Irish people and were virtually therefore in the cir-
cumstances a National Party. On the other hand; all
" the insurrections which took place, from the coming of
the English down to the present day, aimed positively
at the absolute political separation of this country from
England—complete independence, which always was,
and always will be our merest right. Home Rule aimed,
directly, at least, at an Irish Government subordinate to
the Parliament of Great Britain. There is an unfathomable
difference between the two ideas.

b .
Parise CouxciLs.

A National Parliament, with no “ Opposition,” no
criticism and no advice would not be complete. Obvious
objections to such a scheme could reasonably be advanced.
In addition to the National Parliament, or rather as a

L]
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complementary part of the National Scheme, there must
be established throughout the country a system of Parish

Guilds and Councils, to replace the present Political
Opposition.

One of the greatest weaknesses
government is the fact that the
I'he State, whose function sh
legislation, is consequently forc

of minor tasks which should rightly be undertaken by the
people themselves. locally organised. The result is that
the various Ministries, through the Civil Service, are fast:
becoming bureaucratic and consequently inefficient. There
are opposing political groups ; but these groups or parties
- may often place political before national interests, and
thus become more damaging than if the people were not
organised at all. In fact, under the Party Political System
it is practically impossible to organise the people for national
purposes because of the hidden cleavages which political
influence always introduces. '

If we have courage and faith in ourselves, Parish Guilds
and Councils should be as good and as practical a system
of local organisation, in association with a National
Government, as can otherwise be devised. The parish unit
is, historically, traditionally, socially, and otherwise well -
established. Individuals in the parish unit would represent
all classes of the community more fully than those of any
other tunit that could be formed, and this is 'exactly what
we require. The parish is the next stage to the family
in national organisation. The family is also the basic unit
- of Christianity. Permanent Parish Organisation has never
before been tried by any Government in this cour%try_,' but
this need not necessarily. dissuade us from a_doptmg 1t:

Some years ago Father Hayes founded the organisation
called Muintir na Tire. - The object of this organisation,
as set out in its Constitution, is to promote the true welfare
of Treland—spiritual, national, cultural and material, by
the application of Catholic Social Principles. Those prin-
ciples are accepted generally, even by most non-Catholics,
a8 embracing the unjversal social application of Christi-
anity. LR LR T

in the presént system of
people are not organised.
ould be largely that of
ed to engage in all kinds
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In Muintir na Tire, the Parish Guild, embracing zll the
people of the parish who ioin the orzznisziion . & the basic
unit. The Parish Guild el Parish fﬁ.’c':-’;:; or Corcrmitiee

2 . g I - T

ecy
to represent it. Muintr na E-:'f— is then built up of ¥
Councils,” Diocesan Councils, Provincizl Councils znd
Central National Execuive.

In addition to Pm:_'n Guilds thers ars Associzle Guilds
for the purpose of inclnding ZroTps orgzniEed voeztionzly
and otherwise. A Cen‘—:ral Comndll, appointed znmm=lly,
is the supreme governing body of the :’.:s:-iazz::

Under the new order this «.‘::a_:“'::::: might be adopted
and modified, as the State Organisation, in confunciion wita
“a National Govemen.. P rish Guilds, azzfomaticzlly
embracing all the people of each parish, mizit teemz blished
by the National Governmert. Hach Parieh Guild would

then elect a Parish Coundil : Perish Comndls would in tarm,

-

elect Diocesan and Provinaal Comnalls. Finally the Nationzal
Council built up from and representing the Parish Comneils

would act as construciss critic. helper znd adviser o
the National Government. While Diorssar and Provineial
Councils will deal with Parish Comndls and their work,
County Managers will adminisier work and Snances which
pertain to the County =5 a whols

It is for the nation to dacide wheiler the Searad 2= a1

resent or otherwise constitmied, miz=t be rf'rﬁ_‘_‘:ei or
whether the Seanad might be aboliched and = duties

powers and re:ponnmhne\ transfrred fo the }’gt;iqr.»—.

Council. If the Seanad is mc“amau. it *':rz": be elected by
- b 5 -~ 2

the D4il and National Comndl combined . ¥i i= for the nation
also to decide whether the D33l mizhi noff be reduced o
say sixty or eighty members,

While Parish Coundils, eleciad by Parsh G_st,, st
be directly independent, they shonld be esiabliished . backsd
and financed to a limited extent by ihe State. Thev should
be Statutory, in that they should have bimited power,
authority and m:punﬂblhma\, o deal with loeal matters.
Many benefits o the people could come through Parsh
Councils. They might replace several iypes of exisling

local committees and organissiions, the aims of which
in many cases overlap.
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Lest in some instances the parish unit might be considered
too small for certain purposes, it should be optional for
two or more Parish Councils to co-operate if they and the
National Executive so desire. Parishes in urban areas
might be grouped in the same way to form Urban Councils,
or Urban Councils might be established independently.

A Parish Council, elected by the Parish Guild, should
be responsible to the people of the parish and to its own
federation. All the officers attached to it, except perhaps -
the Secretary, should be honorary. | |

The usually accepted meaning of a Statutory Body in .
this country is that it should be responsible to some
Department of State. This would not do. Immediately
the new parish organisation became directly subordinate to
Ministerial ¢ontrol, it would lose its primary strength and
national value—independence. . Parish Councils must be
absolutely free from direct Government control, if they are
to serve a useful, healthy purpose in association with a
National Government. The general principle that State
financial assistance implies direct State financial control must
be waived. Another way by which this end might be

attained would be to make the National Council only a

Statutory Body, with powers to delegate authority and
responsibility to'the Parish and other Councils. In either
case the National Council, as such, would be rtsponsible

to the Dail. - -

Here are some examples of the duties and responsibilities
which might be suggested, tentatively, for Parish Councils,
in association with a National Government :—

1. The ‘Parish Council should receive an annual sum
., to administer locally. The giving of this sum is
- important ; the size of it is not. The average amount

~ of this grant would require to be carefully investi-
‘gated and apportioned’ more ° or less inversely
between rich and poor parishes. It might be
comparatively 'small, at least in the beginning,
It could be provided from National Revenue, or
from the rates, or in other ways; but this would

" not imply increased taxation. Under the new system
national taxation could be very considerably
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roduced, or if not, benefits from taxation should be
groatly incroased.

. An amount of money is expended at present through

“Doles ”* and Relief. This money could be more
ofliciontly administered through Parish Councils,
mainly in the shape of work, and helping people to

help thomselves.
Parish Councils should be made responsible for the

care of graveyards, the beautifying of homesteads,
and of the parish and other types of small I’)ubh'c
work. :

. Parish Qouncils should undertake the provision and

the care of playing fields, swimming pools and so
on, and their effective utilisation.

5. They should recommend applications for Old Age

Pensions, Blind, and Widows’ Pensions, and loans
from the State Credit Society. They might, indeed,
be expected to guarantee, to some fextent, the
applicants they recommend.

They should undertake the organisation of edu-.
‘cational and other functions, such as local lectures,

"classes, ‘etc., and  assist Educational and other _

Bodies in their work. - Parish Councils should play
an active part in providing, extending and repairing
'schools and other public buildings. They should
provide local labour and materigls. * In doing this

' the present enormous cost of such work would be

greatly reduced. People would also then recognise

- more forcefully that these buildings were their own.

Parish Councils should formulate and recommend

- parish or joint parish schemes to Provincial Councils,

Boards of Health, Agricultural Committees and
other Bodies. To avoid friction or overlapping
those Bodies might be elected by Parish Councils.
Parish Councils should undertake the administration
of State Aid, or Home Assistance, and provide

- food and fuel for helpless, necessitous families or

persons. & -

They should ' co-operate with State- Departments
“In’ carrying out Drainage, Afforestation, and other
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large scale public schemes, and even carry oub
small schemes of this character themselves.

10. The State should provide a number of Parish Or-
gamsers, who would be placed at the disposal of
the National Executive of Parish Councils. These
Organisers would supervise and organise the work
of Parish Councils and report to the- National
Executive. In this way, and also through Diocesan
and Provincial Councils, the National Executive

would be able to keep in touch with Parish Councils
and their work. -

The National Executive, in association with Diocesan
Councils, should have power to suspend & Parish Council
that fails in its duty. Such a parish would thereby be cut
off from financial and other ‘benefits until another Council
was elected. This would be a never failing remedy against
stagnation or abuse.

Various other types of useful and appropriate work,
which Parish Councils could suitably - undertake, will
suggest themselves. 2 IS

Vocationally organised Bodies and other forms of
national endeavour, such as the Gaelic League, the Gaelic
Athletic Association, Cultural Bodies, Labour Organisa-
tions and Agricultural Associations might be federated to
the National Executive of Parish Councils, in somewhat
the same. way that Associate. Guilds are federated in
Muintir na Tire. Individuals in federated organisations
will be already represented through Parish Guilds and .
this is the only representation they should get. Voca-
tional and other organisations would be in a position to
help and to advance practical views on particular matters,
which as individuals they could never do. This work !
rather than that of representation should be their function
in the system. - | ‘ et T F

It must be implicitly established ' that the National
Executive of Parish Councils, representing all the people,
shall be the parent and Governing Body which will advise
the National Government. In this way the National,
Executive of Parish Councils elected by parish units
would represent all the people, without division, on the
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by

4

one hand, while the National Government elected
adult suffrage would represent all the people,. withonut
division on the other. With the National Council rezpon-
sible to the National Government this implies absolute
constitutional unity which is exactly vs.‘hat we require to
execute the gigantic national task with which we are
confronted. _ ) )
Organised independently, without State backing, in
present circumstances, any such organisation as Parish
Councils will be very slow to fructify. They will be too
slow to cope with the national requirements of the immedi-
ate future. People want to see results quickly from volun-
tary organisations. If these are not forthcoming the gene-
ral human tendency is to fall away. Unaided voluntary
organisations cannot show results until they are developed,
and the people will not organise because they see little or
no immediate results. This is one of the many vicious
circles which ensnare our efforts to-day. It will be ex-
tremely difficult for Parish Councils to get sufficient
fruitful work, in peace time, to keep usefully occupied,
unless they have the authority and the practical backing
of the State. Any organisation which has not sufficient
useful work will almost inevitably rust or fall to pieces.
Witness many of the Parish Emergency Committees
established during 1940-41, even though world war con-
ditions prevailed. ~
Another difficulty which is almost certain to confront
voluntarily organised Parish Councils while the Political
Pa,r!;y Systerq exists, is political jealousy or fear. When
Parish Councﬂs_ show signs of becoming strong and wide-
spread, they will begin to clash with the direct interest
- of Political Parties. Their Very success, in fact, would
tend to undermim? Political Clubs and Branches. In our
cupqmstanc_zes, Political Parties and Parish Couneils cannot
possibly exist together successfully for any length of time.
All kinds of _destructive criticism can be hurled at such
a scheme. This is the easiest way for doing nothing, and
many of our people have become experts at this kind of
criticism.  The arch-enemies of progress, Pessimism,
Hesitancy and Despair, will whisper around that our
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people would never rise to the practical application of
such an idealistic scheme of government and parish or-
ganisation.  They will remind us of all the organising
attompts which have already failed. They will advise us
to stay as we are, that the enemy we know is best. If they
cannot find any plausible flaw in the scheme itself, they
will say that it is too simple. The Ten Commandments
are very simple ; the difficulty is that we must be prepared
to make a sincere attempt to observe, not seven, or nine

~but all of them. Without comparison, the difficulty in

this scheme is, that to succeed we must make a sincere
attempt to carry out all its major requirements. This is
the kernel of our whole problem, and the way 1t is answered
spells ruin or success for the Irish nation. If we can organise
the country to fight the battles of war, surely we can
organise it to ficht the battles of peace. * What men
have done, men may do . What men have not done men
may also do with sincerity, perseverance and moral courage.

The questions which Irish men and women, who believe
in our country’s future, must ask themselves, are :—Is
this plan of government, and all the rest, sound and
practical in itself ? If it is carried out as one whole, based
on Christian Social Teaching, will it succeed ? Can we do
what others have done, if our people be good and helpful,

.and prepared to work with normal efficiency for the common

good ? Can the required organisation be carried out, if
the best young men and women in the country unite
whole-heartedly to achieve it ?

Instead of assyming that a National Government and
Parish Councils will fail in their work, and in their respon-
sibilities, and that the latter will squander the monies
entrusted to them, we might question ourselves as to
whether it will be wise and prudent to pursue a failing
programme to the bitter end ?. If we can answer those
questions favourably, we should in God’s name, go ahead.
Stereotyped central administration, informed by alien con-
ceptions, has been operating for the past twenty vears,
The results are not flattering. Must we always continue
to follow precedents, to imitate, and to avoid taki
any kind of national or local risk ¢ Or shall we strike out
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on an original path and place our trust in the people ?
If we do this, the people Whl not fail us. In such a system,
worked \mcerclv in wan ction with all the other phases
of National Recovery, the people will quickly develop a
truly national co-operative spirit of work for the common
cause. The ~te°dm0' and uplifting effects of local re-
sponsibility would very soon become evident, and would
develop character-and capacity in a way that has never
before been tried or emneneed in this country.

If we are at all worthy of the sacrifices which have been
made for us, even in our own day, we can make this simple
“but all-embracing Plan a thoroughly sound and practical
instrument for National Recovery. This can be done in
every essential respect if confusing details, evil prophecy
and side-issues are excluded. This Plan can be made to
bring peace and prosperous harmony to a nation that has
not in modern times been in a pesition to achieve practical
national unity. Through it we can show to the world that
true democracy based on Christian Social Teaching can
succeed, as it has not succeeded heretofore, in a world
torn and misled as never before, by false and vicious

teaching.

CHAPTER 1III

National Education and National Action

> z

True spiritual and secular education, practically com-
bined, constitutes the Christian foundation of all human
progress. The national educational system of a country
shapes and directs the entire outlook and future of the in-
dividual, as well as that of the nation. It is of supreme
importance, therefere, that our educational system should
be suitable and practical in every respect, spiritual, national,
cultural and material. OQur educational system must also
play a great part in the restoration of the national language.
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In view of these facts education is a vital factor in a Na-
tional Recovery Plan, |

After the establishment of our own Government, the
National Executive decided to re-organise our Educational
System as a fundamental step towards re-establishing
our own civilisation.

The chief difference between the policy under the British
Government and that under our own is that in the latber
the Irish language and literature get prior place, and that
Irish history, and a general Irish bias in education, are
embodied in the Educational System. Otherwise there
is little fundamental difference between our Educational
System now and that which was in vogue thirty years
ago. | ‘ ‘o
The so-called National System of secular education was
instituted in 1832. Its object was to give a plain, practical,
general education to the masses of the children of town
and country. The “ National ” System had another object
in Ireland, namely, to kill nationality, our language and
our native culture. The first aim was educationally sound,
the system was not intended to impart elaborate education
in any direction, but merely to equip ordinary young
peopie to carry out their commitments to better effect in
the plain and-ordinary walks of life.

In the earlier period of Primary Education man
teachers imparted: general education far beyond the Pri-
‘mary Programme. In those days Secondary Schools were
not so plentiful, nor so extensively patronised. There"
were no scholarships to Secondary Schools ; and children
who sought more advanced education remained at the
primary school until thejr were sixteen and even. eightecn
years of age. None of these conditions (_)btavlns now.

The object of Primary Secular Education should be to
teach all children, but particularly those- who may not be
aiming at Higher Education, to think, to reason, to see
and to do for themsélves. Unfortunately this fundamental
educational objective has been to a great extent lost sight
of, and consequently Secondary. and Prirpary Education
have, in the Primary System, become seriously confused.
Judging by ‘programmes and examinations, there does
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not appear to be any clear, practical conception, of what
Primary Education should embrace. The original basic
aim—to impart plain, practical education to plain prac-
tical people—has been overlooked, and so the Primary
Programme has been made too narrow, too abstract,
overcrowded and far too difficult for the primary purpose
it should normally serve. This is one of the chief reasons
why our present Primary System is not proving an educa-
tional success.

The mixing of Secondary Education with real Primary
Education in our schools has also militated very seriously
against our efforts to recover the national language.
The language recovery effort is being blamed for unsatis-
factory results, which are really due to educational defects,
and to methods which are seriously at fault.

- The Primary Programme should be of prime or basic
importance in our Educational System as a whole. Secon-
dary ‘Education should be based on, and should arise in
close co-ordination, from, the Primary System, but the
latter should rigidly adhere to its original purpose.

Ireland is, by force of circumstances, mainly agricul-
tural, and most people hope that it may always remain
a strongly rural nation. Our Primary School Programme
should, therefore, be drafted to meet the primary require-
ments of a rural community. Since the Primary System
deals with children during ‘the infant and early formative
years, it should not be, educationally speaking, too ambi-
tious. A considerable amount of latitude—even though it
be controlled latitude—should be extended to teachers in
different local circumstances, and regional education or
special bias for particular areas should be encouraged. If
the Primary Programme is rigid and overloaded, demanding
full ‘or more than reasonable attention from the average
teacher, there can be little time devoted to those personal
undefined touches, which local circumstances demand, and
which the good teacher wishes to inculcate. Another im-
portant consideration is, that for a large proportion of
country children and a good many others, Primary Educa-
tion constitutes, in present circumstances, practically all
,  the general education they will ever receive. In addition

\
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to these educationa] considerations, we are atfempiine in
Ireland to revive 2 language which in most nerie S the

country had ceased to be spoken The <

should be plain zng practical, and as far as it oes, it
should be complete. Because of our special cireumetances
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should be extendes
to parents, pupils ang teachers alike.
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The Programme operatins 2t oeee
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It does not cater for the roral population: % is heavy

and extensive ; it gives very liftle latitnde in Tractice
in some directions than the average child up to fourieen
years of age can assimilate, or thap will be rguired by

the claszes of children which Primary Edneation : e
mainly to serve. In other Practical directions

go far enough. In fact the present Prosramm

W

gramme, as well as
ncluding a considerable amount of material which choald
be actually found in the Secondary System, is too diffcalt
and not well balanced. Arisin g from these camses, the.
enthusiasm and good-will of the icachers —particglarly in
the language revival—have been crectly nndeermine

The primary teachers of the Couniry are pwactieally
unanimous in their opinion thai the present Primary
Programme is neither smitable nor satsaciory.

The obligatory subjects in this programme are -—Irish
English, Mathematics, History, Geography, Mosic, Needle-
work (girls) and Religions Instrocion. In addition o
these obligatory subjects, Drawing, Ruml o Natural
Science, Physical Training, Domesiic Scence and Manna]
Instruction are optional. The very fact that a subject is
optional implies that it is not regarded as being of major
importance in the educational system. It is no, however,
the number of oblizatory subjecis that i disturbing, but
rather the extent, complexity and unsuitability of deiail
under each. - o _

All the subjects on the Programme, with ﬂ'& exception
of Needlework for girls, are abstract, Excepi to manipulate
a pen or pencil, the child’s hamis are m‘z;twtk‘fdeyga, and
his power of observation, originality and ressoning are
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almost untouched. There is hardly any attempt made in
the Programme to develop character, civic outlook or
- national spirit.

If the present programme 18 unsuitable, as any practical
Educationist will admit and as results have proved ;
and if none of the present obligatory subjects can be omit-
ted which is generally agreed ; and if, at the same time,
the obligatory Programme musb be recast and other
practical subjects added, this can only be done by lessening
considerably the requirements in the present subjects.
Tt may be stated without qualification, that this can and
should be done. The time, or number of school hours,
could be extended, but this is neither necessary nor desir-
able. 2" |

The framing of a Primary School Programme is of
great national importance in a National Recovery Plan,
but there is little use in criticising existing Programmes
unless we are able to suggest something better and more
practical to replace them. |

IrisE AND ENGLISH

Tn approaching this very difficult problem of the two
languages, the application of sincerity, practical experience
and common sense is all important. Persons charged with
the responsibility of building a Programme must know
from practical experience what their aims are, and the
practical circumstances surrounding them. Neither
political experience, Civil Service skill, nor outstanding
academic attainments, alone, will guarantee the possession
of any of these vital requirements. -

‘One of the great defects in the present Programme is
that the literary and mathematical requirements are
altogether excessive. This point is important, because it
is mainly by rectifying this weakness that the Programme
as a whole can be efficiently balanced. For example, in
both the Irish and English Syllabuses, Formal Grammar and

Analysis, Paraphrasing, memorising and recitation of .

difficult Poetic Pieces, are beyond the Primary School
requirements ; while - Written Composition should be

o ool o3
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confined to the higher standards. At present Drawing,
Manual Instruction, Natural Science, Domestic Science
and Citizenship are all crushed out to make room for
difficult abstract material which from any point of view
should not be there. Children should learn a substantial
number of rollicking and patriotic songs and ballads and
their airs. Heavy poetry which the average child does
not, and probably never will, understand should be excluded.
Elementary Klocution or Speech-Traininq can be taught
effectively through this simple medium.

Any experienced teacher, or other practical observer,
will agree that children who do not go beyond the Primary
School for their general education, forget Formal Grammar
very quickly. Never, in any circumstances afterwards,
do they utilise Parsing or Analysis to assist them in reading,
writing or speaking. Ordinary writing and ordinary speech
are acquired by practice and by the eye and the ear. All
the practical grammar required can be taught largely in
the process of reading, writing, speaking, and in the
correction of local mistakes in construction and pronun-
ciation, together with a few practical grammadtical rules.
Formal Grammar has always been automatically included
in Primary Programmes, without question. ~ Properly
taught it helps the child to reason, but there are other
.subjects which will develop this faculty and at the same
time teach the child to observe and to manipulate in such
a manner as to be of practical service in later life.

For the academic study of either-a dead or a spoken
language Grammar is essential. For those who intend to
pursue Philology, Literature, the Professions, or the Church,
Grammar is also essential. But all this has got nothing to _
do with Primary Education. In dealing with this question
we must exclude from our minds the present Secondary
School requirements. These requirements have seriously
unbalanced our outlook on the language recovery, and on
what should constitute real Primary Education.

Material for a set of standard books, not too difficult
and suitably graded, with a definite practical rural bias,
In both Irish and English, should be prepared by the
- Department of Education, under the guidance and direction
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of & National Educational Council. The Department,

rather than the Publishing Compam&, should be respon-
sible for the actual material for at least one set of primary
school books. This material should correspond with the

s of 2 Revised Programme. Informal
grammar and conversation could be based largely on such
standard ‘E.‘»Lvi_li: as well as on the daily lives of the children.
Tt i all sufficient attention given to the
preparation :i grading 01 matenc.l Lor school readers.
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articles and exiracis from material which was written for

S‘u ﬁec.dert haTE no appeal for chlldren This

XOTNE Con tl\‘ in m.nd that, if we are to Tecover oral

rish_ the re-qmrement: in hterary Irish and English must
be suitably moderated.

The scope of the Geography and History courses should
be considerably reduced. A moderate course in Geography
and History of Ireland, and a very general survey of werld
(r'{}"—"aph" on a Re«.aonal basis, is a]l that ana.rv School
children require.

The Mathematical Courses are entirely too difficult.
Abstract Arithmetic as well as formal Geometry and
Algebra, are beyond the scope of real Primary Education,
and should be excluded. The amount of formal Geometrv
Algebra or Abstract Arithmetic which children of twelve
to fourteen years can learn is not of much educational or
practical value as compared with practical subjects.
Formzl Geometry, Algebra and Abstract Arithmetic
are probably included in the Primary Programme, not
for the purpose of completing anarv Educatlon for the
eighty to eighty-five per cent. of children who leave school

at fourteen years, but for beginning Secondary Education
for the others.

Mzathematics in the Primary school should be confined
to practical Arithmetic, practical Mensuration or measure-
ments, Drawing, and the plain, practical application of

ordmarv geometric figures. A combination of these
should constitute one composite subject.
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Competitions for various kinds of scholarships, certi-
ficates and minor positions from Primary Schools in this
country have reached an extraordinary pitch along ab-
stract lines. The amount of very specialised Secondary
School Mathematics, Literature and other abstract material
which children have to know for these examinations is
appalling. And why ? Because the Programmes for these
competitions- are too restricted, too specialised and too
abstract. Examinations and examination papers have
become largely dissociated from the actual facts of
Irish life, and are entirely too difficult, In these and other
cases, oral or personal interviews are not at all sufficiently
utilised. , .

The result of all this is that Schools and Colleges can
make no serious attempt to educate children. They are
compelled rather to ““cram ” them with more or less
useless, abstract knowledge for these tests. The abnormal
little book-worm with no eye or thought for life around
him, and with a fabulous memory, is catered for, and will
score, where the slow, practical, constructive observer—
the future builder and toiler—will be left by the wayside.

Examination tests should not include Secondary Mathe-
matics and Literature for examinations from Primary
Schools. If Programmes and examinations are so framed
" good ” schools will “ push > children, and other schools
must follow suit or fall out. This is what is happening
now. The"big schools get most of the scholarships, etc.—
net that they have a monopoly of the best children, but
because they are in a position to ““ push  a chosen team
to a specialised, unnatural and health-wrecking degree.

grammes and examinations cater for, and require
this, and the only way to correct it is through a broad
Primary Programme, setting out primary school require-
ments and nothing more. )

Children in Primary Schools should receive a thoroughly
practical training in Christian Doctrine. The best way to
do this is to make the course, as’ far as is practicable,
suitable to children of that age. It would be desirable
also to have uniform courses in Religious Instruction for
the whole coun
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Our outlook on Primary Education must be revolution-
ised s0 as to bring this vital factor into practical harmony
with the other features of national recovery. National
Teachers must be facilitated in doing the work for which
they were trained. This can be done, and the enthusiasm
of Teachers can be revived and maintained if we have
the sincerity, thoroughness and common sense that this
work demands.

The present methods of selecting and training teachers—
both Primary and Secondary—are very faulty and out-of-
date. These methods must be radically overhauled as
part of any educational re-organisation. The study of
Leadership, Language, Organisation, Folklore, Local His-
tory, Drama, and other important features of real National
Education, must be inculcated in our training systems,

SECONDARY EDUCATION AS A FACTOR OF
- NATIoNAL RECOVERY.

Secondary Education is of even greater importance
than Primary Education in the National Plan. Itisamongst
those who pass through Secondary Schools that leaders
of thought and action should mainly be found. The diree:
tive influence of Secondary Education should be such as
to mould young people to a very great degree for their
future tasks. -

The old Intermediate System of Secondary Education
was criticized under three main heads, namely, that it
was a ‘ cram ”, depending mainly on memory, that it
was too theoretical ; and that it was un-Irish. The prosent
Programme is still a “cram ”, depending wmainly on
memory ; it is too abstract, and it does not appear W be
producing any outstandingly practical pro-Ivish resuls,
! According to the 1942-43 Programme, the curriculun
of a Secondary School must include instruction in fve
subjects for the Intermediate, and five subjects for the

- Leaving Certificate Examinations. These may not include
~any practical subject. In fact the standard required in
the. obligatory subjects is so high, and the scales of marks

b
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are so arranged, that practical
almost debarred.

In addition to the obligat
lists of optional ones. -

A usual Leaving Certificate course for bovs,’and. even
for girls, is :—Written or Literarv Irish, English, and
another language, Geography and Historv, and Mathe-
matics. A pass, with or without Honours, in the Inter-
mediate or Leaving Certificate courses is ordinarily ob-

tained by a supreme mental ang physical effort, on the
part of ‘both teacher and student, to fix in the inemory,
for a space of a few days at. least, a great mass of specialised,
stereotyped, abstract knowledge. -

In our Primary Schools, Primary and Secondary Edu-
cation are tragically mixed. In the Secondarv Sc-hools,
Secondary and University Education are, if .anvfbmg,
more tragically mixed. )

The function of Secondary Schoals is to give Secondary

subjects are in practice

ory subjects there are long

~or General Education. They should not be professional,

and they should not specialise unduly in any particular
subject. Secondary Schools in Ireland should also cater
in a special, practical and sympathetic manner for a
national outlook, and for the national languzge.

The defining of what should constitute a broad general
Secondary Education, in our circumstaneces, appears to-
be wrapped in considerable uncertainty and confusion,
judging by the many changes that occur in Programmes
and courses, and the long lists of optional subjects that
are provided. ; 5 )

In this country persons who have specialised and dis-
tinguished themselves in Languages, Literature or Mathe-
matics, are thereby assumed to be anthorities on Education.
They may, or they may not, be authorities on any branch,
particularly on what should constitute General Education
in a country that is mainly rural. Yet, I believe, it is
correct ‘to say that it is persons of this type who are
usually assigned the vitally important national duty of
drafting Secondary and Matriculation Programmes, and
most examination tests. Such persons will naturally tend
to stress the subjects in which they have specialised,

4 ity il :
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particularly if they are not well acquainted with the
practical ones., This, I advance, is what is" happening,
and which is at the root of many of our educational weak-
nesses. Like tends to produce like, and so the circle widens.
It is of very little use being learned in the specialised or
abstract sense, or able to quote things that are done or
not done elsewhere under entirely different circumstances,
if we are not also able to appreciate and cater for the
particular circumstances and requirements of our own
country.

The tendency in the drafting of Mathematical and
Literary Courses, for both Matriculation and Leaving
Certificate Programmes, has been extremely abstract.
The general outlook towards Mathematical and Literary
teaching is still theoretical. It appears to be based on the
assumption that the solving of complex, abstract problems
in these subjects is necessary for the quickening and
development of the mind. There is no proof that this is
so. Experience and results would pointedly indicate
that the practical value of complex Mathematics and
Abstract Literature for this purpose is entirely over-rated.
These subjects should constitute a means to an end;
instead of th;'s they have become an end in themselves.

The Programmes for the Leaving Certificate of Secon-
Aa,ry Schools, and for Matriculation, are undoubtedly
- specialised in Literature and Mathematics far beyond
the ordinary requirements of what should constitute a
General Education. The enormous quantity of Literary
Irish, English and other languages required for these
examinations “is amazing. Then, several of the Mathe-
matical Features really belong to the University. For
Matriculation even girls'must cover an extensive Literary
Course in, say, three languages and take five or six different
sections of Mathematics, including Logarithms and Tri-
gonometry. But they are not required to know anything
about- Drawing, Domestic or Natural Science, or ' Qral
Irish, while Address, Articulation, Delivery, Deportment
and general suitability for University training are mere
side-issues.
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_ In the stress and straih of this educational jungle it
is marks that count. Thése marks are so awarded that
the Literary and Mathematical Subjects dominate, there-
fore, these subjects must be taken by the “ good ” student
who wants to score. - -

It can hardly be claimed that courses of this kind con-
stitute what any sensible person could describe as a broad
General Secondary Education. Parents, ag a rule, do
not presume to criticise Educational Courses, but they
can easily judge the consequences in their children, whc
in attempting to store up great quantities of abstract,
unpractical knowledge become harassed and worried, and
perhaps broken in health. At the same time their preparation
for facing any of the ordinary activities of life, and even its
temptations and trials, is deplorably poor. '

After twenty years of our own Government, a young
man or woman can pass with highest Honours the Leaving
Certificate, which is regarded as the hallmark of General
Education, or secure Matriculation and pass into any
University in Ireland, without being able to speak the
language of the country. To a sensible person this is almost
incredible, after the* gigantic efforts which have been
made, and the lavish sums which have been expended,
particularly in the Primary System, to restore Irish, not
as a dead or written tongue, or for the purposes of literary
or grammatical gymnastics, but as the living, spoken,
national language of the people. 5

The absurdity, and the tragedy, of such ‘educational
orientation, in a country in our circumstances, must be
apparent to any common sense person. There is no obli-
gatory test pertaining to life around us, no provision for
character development, or for any other branch of Gf;neral
Education, which the enthusiastic teacher might wish to
include ; not to speak of the inculcation ofa V}tal, vivifying,
Christian, National Spirit which will constitute the urge
and driving force to do great things n after-life for love
of God and Country. o
~ Catholics comprise about ninety-three per cent. of the
people of that portion of Ireland pontroﬂed by the Irish
Government.; Catholics also comprise about three-quarters

4
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of the population of the entire country. Secondary Educa-
tion for Catholics in Ireland is given almost entirely at
Diocesan Colleges and at Convents and. Colleges controlled
by the various Religious Orders. A primary object of
all such Colleges is to cater for the practical requirements
of the Church. In this way, in Secondary Colleges, for
boys particularly, Classical Education usually predominates.
While intensive classical and mathematical Secondary
Education may, in some respects, suit those students
who intend to study for the Church, and for certain pro-
fessional, literary or °classical pursuits, it is decidedly
unsuitable for those who intend to pursue Agriculture,
or any other practical calling. At present students have
little or no alternative in the matter. To this might be
attributed, 1n a great measure,” the fact that farmers’
children who follow the present Secondary Programmes
usually have very little inclination to return to the land.
-, They prefer to enter Professions, already glutted beyond
all hope of demand in this country, and prepare thereby
for emigration. They leave the land when they are twelve
to fourteen years. = 'When they finish their Secondary
Education they usually know much Fess about the country
and rural life than when they first left home.

From the practical point of view Natural or Rural
'Science constitutes the foundation of Agricultural Science!
‘and should 'be compulsory 'in Primary and Secondary
Schools. Specialisation in particular branches of Science
such as.Chemistry, Botany or Physics, in Secondary
Schools, is not educationally sound, nor in accordance
with the requirements of General Education. The Univer-
sity, or such Institution, is the place for specialisation.
In all schools—Primary, Secondary and Vocational—
educational visits to local places of Economie, Cultural
or Historic interest, should be normally carried out.

It might be urged, with considerable reason and, I
suggest, with a great amount of common sense, that for
any student, a broad general Secondary Education on
‘these lines, rather than a purely literary and mathematical
one, would be more suitable as a preliminary preparation
for the Church, or for a Professional or any other pursuit.

]
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The present System of Secondary Education is not catering
for the practical secular requirements of this country,
for which the vast majority of students are, and should
be, preparing.

For the requirements of the Church, it should be possible,
without any serious difficulty, for Church and State to
collaborate on this important question, that is, in gecuring,
by segregation or otherwise, that suitable General Secondary
Education may be given to those students who'do not desire
a predominantly Classical Course of Studies.

Abstract Classics, Literature and Mathematics have

had their innings. They have formed the body and substance
of Secondary Education in the past twenty years in Pro-
grammes of our own making. Either educationally, or as
a factor of National Recovery, the results have not been
satisfactory.
- It must not be assumed from these recommendations
that the cultural appreciation of Modern Languages,
Literature and the Classics is under-estimated. It is rather
an assertion that, in our circumstances, they are over,
and theoretically rated to an unbalanced degree, while
their abstraction from nature—their practical context—
is culturally unsound. In the neglect of practice and the:
niceties of common life in our Educational System we are
merely building on sand. -"

A survey of the Classics shows that rural imagery is
constantly woven into the most perfect patterns. Some
of the finest passages in Classical Literature are redolent
of rural life, while practically all'Biblical literature has
a practical rural base. It is quite evident, from even a
superficial examination of their works, that all the great
Classical Writers were intensely familiar with natural life
around them. Greek and Roman ‘scholars wrote tracts
on Rural Subjects which would generally apply tu-day.

In contradiction to all this we, who rate the study of
classical literature highly, divorce, almost completely, in
our Educational System, the study of Modern and Classical
Literature from their practical foundation, How can
students be expected to appreciate such study, in-the truer.
-sense, when they know nothing of Nature, on which

.
]
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Classical Literature is mainly built, and when Aesthetic
Drawing and other practical forms of cultural appreciation
are almost dogmatically excluded ? _
Apart from the economic necessity for a rural bias in
our Hducational System, therefore, cultural pursuits
demand it with equal insistence. When a poet or an
author wants an inspiration he does not usually seek it
among the chimneys of the town, but rather on the plain
or the mountain, the river or the bog ; or beside the turf
fires of country men and women, untarnished by that
Insatiable destroyer of nature and country life—so-called

General Education.

THE NATIONAL LANGUAGE AS A FACTOR oF N ATIONAL
' RECOVERY

For about thirty years before the establishment of the
Irish Government the Gaelic League and other public and
private forces, realising the national significance of the
language, did great work for its restoration, and also for
general national recovery. The people who ‘did this were
in a small minority ; they were opposed as vigorously
by some of our own people as by the English, and they
got very little financial aid from Irish sources. Yet they
persisted, and succeeded as far as it was possible to do so
in the circumstances, not because they were powerful,
rich, or numerous, but for the simple reason that as a
body they were sincere. It is the simple but powerful force
of this same sincerity, guided by common sense, together
with the planning and the execution of a practical compre- -
hensive scheme of revival, which alone will now save the
language cause from ignominious defeat,

The recovery of the language has been intimately asso-
ciated with Education during the past twenty years.
In fact, in latter years the burthen of recovering oral Irish
has been thrown largely on Primary Schools. This national
question can, therefore, be appropriately discussed along
with Primary and Secondary Education. ' '

Generally speaking, only a very small minority of Irish
people are positively opposed to the recovery of the
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national language as g living tongue.

tion of this class is opposed to the lariguage and its revival
mainly because of itg national significance. They are, in
fact, a remnant of thoge who believe that we should always
remain politically and socially attached to England and

to the English mode of life. Next to this comes a very

substantial proportion, those who, mainly by educational

default, are more or legg indifferent, Again there are those
who follow the path of leagt resistance and who do not
bother to think very deeply on the question. These are
prepared to fall in, without much personal opposition,
with whichever side exerciseg the greatest will. Others still
oppose the language because of the confused and semi-
educated condition of their children,

faulty methods and educational defects for which the

The greater propor-

personal sacrifices, greater or less, towards that end.
This is borne out by the fact that every Government we
have had since 1918 has automatically included the
language reécovery as a part of its political programme.
The Educational Policy towards the language has never.
been seriously attacked. The methods adopted have often

criticised, but this must not be confused with the
Primary issue itself, | '

People have from time to time asked for a plan to save
the national language. No plan has been forthcoming,
cause there is no Separate one to save the language,

only the one great National Plan that will save all.

One organ of fhe -human body cannot be cured while
the other organs rot ; neither can one vital factor of Irish
nationhood be saved while. others are allowed to decay.

We have now had about twenty years’ experience of
the plans and methods which were devised to save Trish,
and it will be generally agreed that the language has not
made the headway that it should. In fact, it would appear

om general observation that the whole language recovery

Plan, under present circumstances, is in serious danger
of collapse,




606 NATIONAL ACTION

There is, of course, what one might term a great mass
of Trish in this country, but outsido restricted Gaelic circles,
and particular environments, one séldom hears the
language spoken.

The stigma of inferiority is again being adsociated with th
lnnuuugnlzm(l all that it represents by the leaders of =o-
called fashion and of snobbish social standing. If this is
allowed to' continue—and undoubtedly it wili continw
while our present systems persist—it will kill the language
and all its works with a deadly, cynical and contemptuous
certainty. In fact if one is seeking an effective plan o
kill the national language, as an oral tongue, one has

only to continue on the road we are going.

Many 'people are losing heart because of all the things
they have seen happening around them during the past
twenty years. On the other hand there is no need o be
pessimistic, because of this. The marvel would be if ths
position were otherwise, since our efforts have been so
disconnected, and our plans so incomplete and so lacking
in practical outlook. In view of all these circumstances
there is every reason for optimism in the future. If the
efforts which have been made have produced such good
results, in many directions, what shall we not achieve
from practical thoroughness, sincerity and common sense 4

We must have hope and faith and will, but ws
must have vision, co-operation, perseverance and &
practical plan as well. Many mistakes and omissions
have been made in our attempted recovery of the langnage.
If some of these are recited, haphazardly, it is not for the
purpose of going back, but rather that by rectifying

them, and similar ones, we may go forward. Neither is
it an attempt to give a plan to save the language ; that
plan is embodied in the entire scheme of National Action.
Bearing this in mind, here are a few points which will
indicate the many things which require to be done, when
the ways and means are available :—

1. Economic stagnation in.the Gaeltacht and else-
where is one of the greatest enemies the language
‘has. Economic prosperity, proportionately balanced

A\l
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with national cultur
aid,

The Primary Programme, and our entive educational
system, as indicated elsewhore, must be vadioally
revised.

Learning a second language
itself, other memory training should thevetore,
for the time being at least. bo omitted. The present
programmes are memorv-ridden. ‘

All examinations and iunter

2 views must include a
genuine test in oral Yvish. Very substantial eredit

must be given for oral Tvish. Oral tests in Irish
have, in some instances, as for public appointments
and examinations, become merely a farce ; in other
cases they have been discontinued altogether,

The ILeaving Certificate of the Primary School,
the Intermediate and Leaving Certificates of the
Secondary 'School and the Matricnlation Certifi-
cate, should only be given to genuine Ivish
speakers, and steps should be taken by the State
to ensure that this policy is given practical recog-
nition in industrial and other appointments.

The practfeal slogan,  Speak Irish, whether good or
indifferent,” has been entirely outweighed in many
instances by excessive requirements in the nicetios
of grammar. TUnless children in the Galltacht
can speak Irish, whether good or bad, as fluently
as they speak English, they will tend to use English.
Children who speak Irish more fluently than
English will speak Irish amongst themselves. - This
latter condition should, therefore, be our positive
The entire examination system tends to spread
and encourage the teaching of *book™ Ivish,
while the real vital language issue, in this genera-
tion, the spoken word, has been pushed into
secondary place. y »
Teachers have done herculean wark for the language
revival. In the early years they were, &s a body,
earnest and enthusiastic. Many of them threw

al prosperity, will be its groatost

18 memory training in
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their whole lifo energy into the work, but no
serious offort was mado to rotain bhis goodwill,
Tt must not again be assumed that toachors alono,
or the Kducational systom alono, no mabtor how
good, can save the languago.

Teachers wore discouraged by tho fact that no
serious attempt was made o organiso the speaking
of Trish after school, In most arcas, congoquontly,

the teacher’s earlier efforts were substantially in
vain. ‘

All Departments of State should be equally enor-
getic, sincere and whole-hearted, in playing their
vart in the language rovival. Irish is dying outside
the school and college doors. In State Departments

it is dying inside.

11. One of the first and most gerious mistakes made .

regarding the language, twenty years ago, was
the placing of persons in “key ”” positions who
were opposed to, or apathetic towards, Irish. This
was a fatal mistake, and no care appears to have
been exercised in the matter ever gince.

Many individuals have not a flair for language
learning, particularly after the mind has become
more or less matured; unfortunately this fact
was not sympathetically appreciated. Mothers of
young children, and comparatively olderly men
and women, were in many instances harshly treated,
and pursued in various ways, All this damaged
the language movement and tended to alienate

teachers and others as a body.

13. There is a great lack of practical co-ordination

14.

between the Primary, Secondary and other schools
regarding Irish. The policy of the all-Irish Primary
and Secondary Schools should be vigorously and
sincerely pursued. These schools promised great
things until weak and faltering policy and systems

" maimed them.,

There is no reason why the revival of the language,
sensibly and sincerely planned, should interfere

Nei o
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with general educational efficiency, or with economic
or any other form of progress.

The whole question of teaching through Irish
should be investigated in the light of the past
twenty years’ experience. , )
Teachers were not given sufficient latitude or
encouragement locally to exercise outstanding

. ability, enthusiasm and energy in the revival of

oral Irish. The “acid test should be that pupils
on leaving the Primary School should be genuine
Irish speakers, able to read plain Irish well and

with a spirit of appreciation. = We must have -

compulsion, much more virile and extended than
the compulsion we have had. It is not compulsion
that has marred our efforts up to now, but the
lopsided and boggling manner in which compulsion
has been enforced.

Local circumstances were not Sufﬁciently weighed

The sympathy and help of parents generally,
throughout the country, were never sought for
or enlisted. A well thought out practical plan to
win and encourage parents to the side: of the
teachers in this work must be put into effect. This
should be complementary to the tedcher’s efforts.
The Gaelic League should be rejuvenated all over
the country, in association with Parish Councils,
to co-operate in carrying out various phases of
the language revival. ' _-

Business houses throughout the country should
be expected to see that a certain reasonable and
growing proportion of their staff are Irish speakers.
Teachers, and public officials generally, were not
asked or encouraged ito bring up . their children

Irish speakers. The bad example givgn by.many '
such persons, in urging, and even forcing Irish on
other people, while they brought up their own.
children. English-speaking, and in  an English-

speaking atmosphere, tended to spread Cynicism,
hollowness and disbelief. It would be infinitely more

{
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practical, and nationally beneficial, to expect
teanchers and officials who were parents to bring up
their children Irish-speaking, than to expect
them at or beyond middle life to learn Irish them-
solves,

22, Children of foreigners have been educationally
catorod for, but parents who brought up their
children native Irish speakers in the home outside
tho Qaeltacht got no encouragement ; in fact they
and their children have been systematically penal-
ised. Those children were expected in examinations
to have very good literary English, while they got
no examination credit for having very good oral
lrish. They were also debarred from privileges.
extended to Gaeltacht children. The whole treat-
ment of such parents and their children has been
a flagrant violation of the policy and ideals they
were asked to forward and believe when the
national revival of the language began. Most
parents soon realised that they were far ahead of
what officialdom would stand for. They had to
consider, in the light of actualities, their children’s

. economic future. Many such parents sent their
children to' schools ‘and colleges* where they would
get literary Irish and plenty of English ; examina-
tion requirements demanded .this, and nothing
more. ‘ %

23. No practical steps have been taken to inculcate
into our Educational System a spirit of national
reason and belief in the national language. Very
fow young peo_ple.xto-day appear at all to appreciate
t»hg natl‘opal significance of the language. Without

; I"h?l spirit and appreciation our efforts will be

aule. o
g D et . _
24 Respect for the National Flag should be inculcated

in every school and college in the country without

_' exopptmn. |

25. Politics and political strivings have played havoc -
with the language drive during the past twenty

i,

years, Party politics divided the Gaelic-minded
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people into three or four opposing political camps.
At the same time the active and passive opposition
became strong and consolidatoed. The removal of
this incidental causo of disunity of effort “would
be the greatest aid to tho language, as well as to
national recovery, that could possibly be conferred.
26. One of the most outstanding weaknesses of the
Party Political System of Government during the
past twenty years has been the almost complete

absence of national propaganda and language
orgamsation. ) -t

In no country are these agencies more urgently

. needed to counteract the almost overwhelming
forces of national destruction that assail us. Apart
from internal attack there is that terrifying and
never ending deluge pouring down ‘on this country
from the English-speaking world, in the form of
literature, cinema, products, radio, fashion, example,
commercial influences and personal contact. - We
have now reached the critical stage, when we must
either surrender completely to these forees or defend
ourselves successfully against them. This' defence
must be different from any we have tried before
—it must be-part of the National Plan. |

There are a great many other practical defects, weak-
nesses, omissions and inconsistencies in the educational,
psychological and other aspects of the- language revival
scheme, and there are innumerable other aids, great and
small, which can be invoked. Examples of these are :—

The Press, Place-names, Prizes, Parish Histories, Cinemas,

Radio, Printing, Publisﬁing, Feisheanna, Fainne, Organi-

sation of Irish-speaking Youth, Scientific Study and
application of language-teaching methods, Training of
Irish-speaking nurses and domestic servants, and a great
many others: ~ . 3

Those: who were - indifferent, hostile . or apathetlc,_ saw
Years ago that we were not genuinely in earnest or, if we
were in earnest, that we did not possess the.thoroughr%ess
' air%d organising ability to put our desires into practical
eifect. - ‘ ;

\
\
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A Nautional Governmont musl show by oxamplo and
aotlon that i s sinoore, 16 muat lob tho country OO “_I"""
it nntdonnl polioy,  lor nntlonnd  lnngungo 1|(‘illll!|l|,l;l.()ll.
dotinitoly (sn(.n‘)“nh‘(\d. will ho oneriod through with .|m§l,u-,n,
dotormination  and  common — sonno, brooking  noithor
opposition, slander nov defaulb,

Suaausrin PROGRAMMRN

Boaving in mind what has boon said about Primary and
Secondary Bdueation, and the languagoe rocovory, tho
Primary  Sohool  Programmo which might mp!:wn tho
prosont one would bo: Boys-—lrish, Boglish, \/\_""l"l”““""“‘n
inoluding  Practionl  Measurements and  Drawing, (oo~
graphy and History, Musio, Physieal Training, ,M.Hﬁl.llltl‘l
Instruotion, Klementary Natural Scionco and  Religious
Instruotion,  Qirls—Theso subjoots, oxcopting Manual
Instruotion, with Domestio Seienco and Noeodlowork in
addition,

. Manual Instruotion might be gradually introduced into
the moro suitable sohools at first, The coursos in Arithmotic
and Physioal Training for girls should bo lighter than
those for boys. National spirit, doportmont, diction,
charvaotor training and vooal exprossion should got dofinite
attention in all schools. Systems or foatures of practical
education which have proved succossful in other countries
should be investigated.

A Primary Programme on these lines can be drafted
by a few competont persons—a Programme which will
fulfil all the requirements of Primary Kducation. Carried
out in the spirvit indicated, such a Programme will meet
with the whole-hearted Lapproval and co-operation of
toa qlm}s, parents and pupils—tromondous and necessary
goodwill advantages which the presont Programme lacks.

To replace the present Secondary School Programme,
+ the following subjects are rocommended as a basis for a
general course of Secondary Bducation which would arise,
in close co-ordination, from the Primary system : Irish,
oral and written ; English, Latin or Greek, Mathematios
including Drawing ; * Geography and History; Natural

“
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Science ; Music and Singing ; Manuzl Instrnction (bows) ;
Christian ~ Nationsl Ci..'f:: znd Charzeter Training ;
Domestic Science (girls); Physical Trainine including
National games ; P&, )::_::9,;5 netroction. ——::ese == 1;,':5-:
obligatory subjects which might be covered during the
four years’ preparation for the Enlernscasie 5 Ticine
Certificate Examinations. If desired some of the sabiecis
might be confined 4o the ntermediste Period. There
would also be = v-hrw list of approved opfionzal subiects.
The »Sewndary S-rl:rf .—.-‘ :_g country mishi ultimatel
bias, Wlthout r]:ﬁcmh_,dﬁr 1 :;: final years of Secondary

Educatmn respectively towards Agri
Classics, Technology and Domestic - Science. '
Oral II'L,h must bﬁ Imzade compulsary in the Secondarv
system, as well as in the Primary. znd & muoss carrv 2
substantial proporiion of marks, or ez=minstion c:e::i.r:
and be a failing subject in 2ll exzminations. In f2et an
oral test covering general Enowledge, address and diction,
should constitute an essential part of the I_eaw Certa-
ficate test in both systems. The chief resson m why an oral
test has not been included herstofore is u&e &___@a:v of
examining large numbers of situdents mdividoally. 1"'3:11:
reason should never have been allowed to stand In the
way. It made thereby a mockervy of the whole E&n:m;:e
recovery ideal. The system which has been praciised
successfully in professlonal examinations for teachers in
training, for some years past, should be suitable for
Secondary school tests. By this system, marks are asse “q:d
by the teachers of the subject, and about ten per cent. of
the students are subsequently examined by L:"E‘LLQ&
This or some other practical system of assessment can
easily be devised fo overcome the present nidiculous sita-
ation in which Oral Irish for examinstion oredit is com-
pletely ignored.
girl who passes through s Secondary scheol,
shou]d cover a c-omprehenste course In practieal
Domestic Science and other practical subjects, and every
boy should do a practical course in Manual Immmg
Natural Science, Drawing and Musie. Like Qmal Irish

’z’
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and othor important subjocts, these courses should carry
substantinl oxamination credit. |

As in tho oaso of tho Primary programme, the only
practionl way in which this change can be carried out
i by lossening considerably the abstract requirements in
Litoraturo, Mathomatics, History and world Geography.
As in tho Primary Programme, this can and should be
dono,

VOOATIONAT, AND PostT-PRIMARY EDUCATION

The Vooational Education System gives practical,
post-primary education of what might be termed a semi-
trade or semi-professional nature. This system is not yet
sufficiently doveloped. It is difficult to get the rural, and
porhaps to a lesser extent the urban, community to appre-
ciato this typoe of education, except those branches of it
which lead directly to some form of paid occupation. In this
connoction some system of compulsory attendance must
be established, at least for those of a certain age who are
not otherwise engaged. If compulsion is not enforced the
national value of vocational education, and the splendid
vocational schools erected in recent years all over the
‘country, will be seriously impaired. |

There is a great temptation, when the practical courses
are not well supported voluntarily, to cater for Commer-
cial aims, such as typewriting. .These courses, for country
ohildren particularly, usually offer a very poor reward.
For this reason such courses should be substantially out-
ruled in rural areas; and definitely. controlled -even in

~towns. There are immense possibilities for rural training
in vocational schools, in. harmony and association with
agricultural education and -development. '

For the vast majority of the children of the country—
those who cannot pursue Secondary education—adequate
State provision for post-primary education and organisation
Las not yet been made. The Department of Education has
carried out some experimental work in this direction.
This question must be. vigorously and practically dealt
with. The building and equipping of vocational schools
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is only a preparation. The important point is o ensure

that they will be adequately utilised.
Xouncr people who leave th

years of age, and who arc u

to attend some school until

1
b4
urfie

=
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they ars, sav. ssveniesn W0
cighteen years; suitable ge n‘:—“af education beyond the
pl‘l]lldrv programme with a "d finite nractical &:’i resional
basis being arranged. Young people who have left the

Pumcnv \chool and Who are »r:a;g._i 3t farmins or

\chool for a c~ertam number of Q_,,\ or hoors each

DOTUTS yoar,
say between November 1st and Febroars 10:h. oring this
period general education, \m“ab:: o i_e_ age and re-

quirements, should be given umtil they are “ss¥. seventesn
to eighteen years. Alternatlve evening classes might be
prov:xded There should be close co-operation snd coordin-
ation. between Primary Toc-anc**a_ and Agricoiturs
education, particularly for the post-primsry sducation of
this large section of young people.

The post-primary organisation of youih = a2 wiwally
Important aspect of national reconsiruction. Ifis a
feature of national organisation in itself. In addiZon o a

permanent system of - national youth corgsniss@ion, all
children of po:t-pnmarv age including students of Secondary

Schools, who are not in definite cccopation. should be
brought together for at least a month during summer for
practical tra.mmg in citizenship, physical m::ht . and so
on. They should be trained and directed oitizens »-.33
duties throuOhout the year. All this work must be arg
ised on a national basis from the very foundstion, in Sose
co-operation with all other features of nsuanal TOCOTETY.
Practically all young people have & particuldr liking,
“ bent ”*, vocation or calling in certain directions. If they
are a]lowed and encourao'ed to develop such vocsfzons,
they will usually succeed in Iife. It = 1?;:"9 mely wrong
to compel a young person to pursue a 2.;:*-”05"::“\‘0‘3 *«g
which he positively objects. From long exper xr..:% ‘::..n.
obqervamon it would appear that most of the fallures and
mis-fits in life are due to non-spprecisiion by par ents
and others of vocational inclinstions in eariy I, This is

&
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a vital factor, whether looked at from an educational,
economic, spiritual, national or any other aspect. Neither
our educational nor any other system takes cognisance of
this and consequently parents themselves in many instances
do not appreciate its grave significance either. All children,
during the Secondary, vocational, or other .perl.ods of
education, should be helped, by advice and direction, to
decide, for themselves and the country, their own life

destiny.

AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION

Agriculture as a subject should not be taught either in
Primary or Secondary schools. It should be taught in
Agricultural Colleges and Universities, and by the quali-
fied staffs of the Department of Agriculture and kindred
bodies. Neither Primary nor Secondary teachers are
normally qualified to teach this subject. Agriculture, like
Medicine, Law or Engineering, is a life study, and is purely
-vocational or economic. Primary school children, and even
children of Secondary school age, are not concerned about
practical economics. They are,  however, passionately
interested in the fundamental, practical facts of life around
them, or in what constitutes Natural or Rural Science. The
provisions made for Agricultural education are not at all
adequate. In a reorganised economic and educational
system, agricultural educational centres, as well as provi-
sion for itinerant instruction in agriculture and kindred

~ subjects, must be greatly increased.

In Vocational, post-primary and other such courses in
rural aregs, the link between practical subjects like Rural
Science, Manual work and Agriculture should be more
closely knit. A great deal of time and vocational teaching
is lost at Agricultiral classes and other courses, because
of lack of suitable educational preparation on the part of
yvoung men and women in rural areas for these courses. '
This can be easily counteracted by suitable orientation
of curricula in the final years of Primary education and
in the Secondary and Vocational systems. ’
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UNtversiry Kpuoarton AND NATIONATL, AUTTON

Univorsity oducation should ontor primarily for tho
oconomic and cultural roquiromonts  of the country.
Universitios should avoid tho training of oxconsive numhbors
in professions for which thoro iy no adoguato domand at
home. In training excossive numbors of profossionals wo wre
merely imitating big ompiro countrios, whoso colonios nbsorb
the surplus. In our caso, apart from the groat oconomic loss
of training excessive numbors, wo aro also losing the pro-
fessional and citizenship sorvices of those who omigrato.

In a normal country the Univorsity is the cradlo of
national direction, spirit, thought and action, A National
Government must see that this normal condition is ostab-
lished and maintained throughout our wholo co-ordinatod
system of education, and that, as in othor countries,

" in fullness and sincerity, Universities shall load the way.,

CoNoLusion

We have built our educational system very substan-

- tially on memory, imitation and theory. The educational

system of a resurgent nation must be basod on the actual
facts of its own life.

Several countries have deliberately separated religious
from secular instruction in their educational system ;
others have suppressed roligious teaching altogether.
Some of these countries are slowly awakening to their
mistake. All of them have already paid part of the penalty
in moral depravity and national rot. Probably on account
of our long national suppression, we are tremendously
prone to imitate, This country is over 99 per cent. Christian,
yet in Religious instruction, in our Educational System, we
tend to imitate other countries. No provision is made in
our Universities for giving a Christian tone and orientation
to Education, while in our Sedondary Programme official

- provision for Religious instruction is omitted. It is not a
* sufficient answer to say that Religious Bodies provide for

this. In a Christian country Christian spirit, tone and
direction should- permeate the whole structure of its

e
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Educational System and the whole life of its colleges and
sehool

A National Boand or Counatl of Kdueation for the purpose
al am and co-ondination botwoeen the various branches
should be establivhed by a National Government,  Persong
entrnated with this vital tagk of ostablishing, directing and
maintaining  Bdueational Polioy must have three essential
qualifications 1 They must bo leish in outlook ; they must
e practical ; they must be wincere, The contral aim of such
a Counall must o to ensure that the Kdueational System,
as & co-ondinated whaole, will sorve the country in the best
and most practical way that Hduoeation can,

This essay on edueation and the language is not, of
cowrse, exhaustive,  ‘There are many other educational
and language factors of groat importance, It is merely an
attempt to show the place and the importance of educa-
tion n a National Reconstruetion Plan. 1t will have served
its purpose it the glaving detoots which are cited, and the
simple remedies which are suggested, will make us appre-
cliate our position as a nation, and our duty to God, to
ourselves and to the world.

Vi

CHAPTER 1V

National Economy and National Action

Ireland is to-day, and always has been, mainly agricul-
tural. The reason for this is not that the country is un-
suitable for industrial development, but rather that our
industries were deliberately suppressed during the last
century. QOtherwise this country would have developed a
normal Agricultural-Industrial System, suitable to our own
requirements, like that of any other small European
nation. :

In the past twenty years we have made great strides
towards balancing our Economic System by the  building

a
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up of industries. These industries tend to centre in the
towns and cities. Thig development may be advisable,
to a certain extent, for the production of things in_sub-
stantial demand ; or for securing sea transport, specialised
labour, or other advantages, Rural industries, however,
suitable to particular environmentg should also be deve-
loped on a nation-wide scale, and particular attention
should be given to the development of industries for
which we have the raw material. - Local small-scale rural
industries, sensibly planned, ‘would help considerably to
build up and ‘maintain a well-balanced rural population. The
wholesale industrialisation of towns and cities, without
the balanced organisation of Rural Economy, would tend
to produce the contrary effect.

In the same way that all our national problems are parts
of one great problem, different branches of economic effort
‘are parts of our Economic System as a whole. Industrial
development, Rural Economy and Finance, must all be
considered together as essential parts of one section of
National Life. Industry must be effectively controlled by
Irish people. At present in industry Irish Nationals must
- hold at least fifty-one per cent. of national share capital ;
this is easily overcome in a country situated as we are:
Industry must conform to the requirements of a National
Recovery Plan., It must be economic in itself and not
prey on any other section of the community. The National
Government, protecting the common good, must exercise
a directive and restrictive control over all units of in-
dustrial life, “ Free competition, though within certain
limits right and productive of good results, cannot be
the guiding principle of economic life . (Pius XI, Social
Order. o, S & ' '

On )the other hand, monopolisation under Protection
must also be stringently controlled. The national value
of any enterprise must not be measured by the amount
of profit it makes. In fact, the accumulation of undue
profits ig irrefutable evidence that the industry places its
own interests before those of the nation. The economy of
& country is sound only to the extent to which the pros-
perity of the individual corrésponds to the common good.
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Ours is o Christinn Stato, yob we have retained a great
denl of the tradition, outlook and details of the Victorian
dictum that “ Business is supreme ”, and that the quoting
of Christ’s Law must not interfere with the quoting of
prices.  Yven in England—where the cy{ilﬁ of unrestricted
Capitalism, so graphical ly portrayed by Dickens, flourished
for two centuries—frantic efforts are being made to stem
the havoe it has wrought. | |

A substantial number of people in this country have
hott incomes out of all proportion to the economic stan-
dards which should pmvuil in a small community. From
a social, Christian and economic point of view, this is
wrong., Very big incomes are accompanied by very sm_all.
ones ; opulence and extravagance are associated with
poverty and want, and the wanton discontent of the rich
and the starving discontent of the poor are also in close
association. This same cause has spread ruin and death
all over the world, breeding war and Communism and
the other paganisms which trouble humanity to-day. His
Holiness Pope Pius XII in his Encyclical to America—
True and False Prosperity, 1939—was referring to these
conditions when he stated :—“ God does not wish that
some should have excessive wealth, while others are in
such straits that they lack the necessities of life ”’, and
Pius XI was dealing with the same thing when he wrote :—
“No system of property can meet with the Church’s
approval unless it secures such a distribution of ownership
that the needs of all persons and classes are properly
satisfied ” (Social ‘Order). How different is this from the
Capitalistic idea that ** Business is Business ”’, need conform
to no Christian Law, and may with impunity override
the rights and even the very person of the individual ?
““To recognise & man’s rights without enforcing his duties
corrupts him ; to enforce his duties without recognising his
rights enslaves him ” (Marshal Petain). Many Irish people
cry loudly for their rights but cry just as loudly against
their duties.

Previous to the first great world war, the Taxing System
was utilised in England, and in this country through
England, mainly for the purpose of securing money for
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Public Services. No serious effort was made in those days
to regulate society by this means. Since ‘then financial

. enactments, such as Super-tax, Excess Profits Tax, and

the more recent deliberately heavy taxing of very big
incomes, in England, have the definite two-fold object of,

firstly, the collection of money for Public Services, as .

before, and secondly, the regulation of soclety, to a definite

extent, by drastically curtailing excessive incomes. If

this has been found expedient, in a great wealthy empire,
under the stress of war, of how much greater necessity

iIs it in a small country, nationally and economically -

unorganised, under the stress of a stagnant peace 2

Farmers blame big salaries, given to officials and others,
as the cause of their financial troubles, Big salaries are
only a small part of the cause. Big incomes, however, are
a serious burthen on Agriculture. Tt is from the rural
section of the community, to a great extent, that incomes
in the various other vocations in this country are primarily
obtained. '

- Under the present system, individuals are allowed to
enjoy whatever nett incomes they are able to secure, no
matter how big, provided they pay the income tax assessed.
A conservative maximum and a minimum standard of
nett income should be aimed at. It should be the object
of the State to bring every person, able and willing to work,

within this compass. This is merely the practical appli-

cation of a Christian Constitution in a practising Christian

. State.

Some yéars ago members of the Government set an
example in reducing their own salaries. The project did
not succeed and had to be substantially abandoned. The

explanation of this is, that it was unfair to expect Minis-

ters, with a great amount of public commitments, to
receive incomes which were only a fraction of those en-

- Joyed by business, professional and other persons, who

had much fewer responsibilities, and with “whom, in the
ordinary affairs of life, Ministers had had to compete.

In other words, while the original aim was sound in itself

it could only be practicable if applied all round. If applied

|
]

{
o
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{
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universally, it would correct the chief abuses for which
the Capitalistic System is commonly blamed.

1t is not the total wealth of a country that is of major,
social or economic importance, but the manner in which
1t is distributed and used. Ireland, for example, is intrin-
sically one of the richest small countries in the world, in
soil, climate, water and other natural requirements ; yet
it has for generations been called poor by unthinking
people and those who were interested in maintaining this
fallacy. This condition was due to the unchristian dis-
tribution of wealth which State-protected Landlordism,
anti-Irish vested interests, industrial suppression, un-
limited profits and Unionist ascendancy, imposed on this
country under alien government. It cannot be too clearly
emphasised that the Capitalist system, rightly interpreted,
is not in itself a bad system. It is in complete accordance
with Christian Social Teaching, that is, the right and the
desirability of possession of property and the ownership,
and the sharing by individuals in the ownership, of indus-
trial and other enterprises. Farmers, and even Labourers,
who own property are Capitalists in the strict sense. It is
the flagrant abuse of Capitalism, with all -its pride and
pomp and greed, that has made this term reprehensible
in the eyes of many, |

The taxing machine has not been utilised effectively in
this country for this second purpose, namely, to help to
prevent the abuse of Capitalism, and thereby help to
maintain an equitable distribution of wealth, amongst
all sections of the community. This does not imply that
taxation must be increased, but rather that essential taxa-
tion should be equitably assessed and distributed. Towards
this end, taxing can be used to regulate incomes and
standards of living within definite bounds. It must
help to regulate our national economy as a whole, as well
as providing money for the financing of the State.

The excessive taxing of industries, or potential indus-*
tries, merely to facilitate easy tax gathering, is wrong.
- Tobacco leaf, in this country, is an example of this. The
tobacco plant grows wild in Wexford, and our soil and
climate suit it admirably. It could be made a very valu-
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able small farm industry because its growth entails careful
hand labour. Its development has been greatly restricted
up to the present, because imported tobacco leaf is an easy
source gf six or seven million pounds revenue annually.
Some kinds of light tobacco may not succeed here ; there
is, however, no question but that the great bulk of our
heavier tobacco requirements could be grown successfully
at home. | oY ‘

The immediate result of the effective use of the Taxing
Machine, together with other agencies of National Recovery,
would be that people could discharge their commitments
on more moderately-scaled incomes. _Us’ﬁry, exploitation,
or profiteering—all closely related—have been repeatedly
condemned by the Church. Any form of national organi-
sation, to succeed, must overcome these evils. In one
form or another, they now permeate everywhere, arid are
' practised, to a greater or lesser extent, by most people who

~are in a position to do so. Individuals find that they
require more and still more money to ward off the-ever-
growing train of.exploiters who batten on them. All this
unrestricted scrambling for money encourages greed,
selfishness and extravagance. i & : |

One of the tenets of Communistic teaching is the
levelling down and the levelling up of incomes. When this
purely Christian principle is introduced, interested persons
will cry out that this is the thin end of the wedge of

Communism. We must not allow ourselves to be stampeded .

in this way. | ‘ , (i
There is no necessity to turn to pagan socialism or any

other barren remedy, to abolish these abuses and allow

all sections of the community a fair share of the country’s
goods. We have the remedy if we have the will and the
ability to .utilise it. -~ Papal Encyclicals show how these
abuses can be effectively dealt with inside the bounds of

Christian, Social Teaching. The machinery o do this is
to be found in the Taxing System properly utilised, a

State Controlled Credit and Monetary System, a very

—

active Prices Commission and Parish Councils, all working -
together under a National . Government and whole- .

| he&r!:edly backed by-a truly Christian, co-operative national
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~ spirit in the people. This can be done within the framework
. of an all-embracing National Recovery Plan, and in no

other way. .
The agricultural side of our Economic System has not

advanced to any greab extent in the past twenty years.
We have yet no National Agricultural Policy worthy of
the name. Under the British Government the development
and proper hational use of the land were controlled and
limited by powerful anancial and other interests. Except
for the exigencies of the present war, this condition, in

a very substantial measure, has been allowed to persist.

This may be attributable, in some degree, to the fact that

the economic orientation of this country has been mainly
in’ the hands, politically, of persons ‘of urban outlook.
Tt is mainly due to the wreaknesses which follow the Party
Political System of Government and to the other unsound .

- gystems we retained.

‘That this economic system is nationally unsound would

.appear to be self-evident. The following facts go to prove

this, if indeed any proof is needed :— ‘

. Our population is low, and is decreasing. %

Fven in normal times we have considerable emi-

gration and a large proportion of unemployed.

3 The standard of living of a large section of the

" community is low and unstable.

4. We depend, in peace times, on outside sources for

" the main proportion of our bread supply.

5. We produce excessive quantities of live stock and
their products, for which there is not a stable
economic market, while we jmport agriculvural,
industrial and other labour-requiring products
which we could produce at home. -

6. A large percentage of our ten to twelve million
acres of arable grass land has reverted to the

- appearance and economic condition of a prairie.
Qoveral . million acres of the' remainder are still

unreclaimed. _ ,
It suited’ England’s policy in. years gone by to en-
courage grass and live stock  in, ' this country, while

wheat, fuel, concentrated animal foods: and manufactured

DO
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goods were imported in her ships from over seas. This
policy resulted—as it was probably inten
a reduced population. It was a nation-des—
nevertheless we have continued, sabs

it. It might be pointed out hat wit
mercantile development, this ‘DO:' Cy Was not praciised by

industrial Britain. At present she has sivtesn million scres
under cultivation. To have s 14&:- proporticn of our fotal

land tilled in the twenty-six countiss of Rmrsl Ireland

—_— e -

we should cultivate over four and a half milion scres

-1 48 g adaaos.
We have at present less than two and a half million aeres
tilled. Even in peace times Britain had relaiively over
twice the area under cultivation L.t.a. t we had. Moreover,

while Britain imports large quantities of food, she exports
goods, the manufacture of which provides great employ-
ment. We import wheat and animal foods, but we export,
in the main, primary products also, which give proportion-
ately very little employment. ‘ ,

This agricultural policy has been sltered considersh
of course, here and there, but we hﬁTc made no serious
attempt to uproot it.

Many people in this country favour Free Trade. If we
can buy wheat, sugar, animal foods, ».o’m-.\\ leaf, agm-
cultural seeds, manufactured goods, pa‘:r“. Teel and other
things from the outside world cheapel than we can produce
them, or their substltutes, why produce them st home !
This kind of reasoning has deceived numbers of people.
According to this Free Trade theory we should produce
here only those commodities whose prices can compete
with world prices. Our people would then continwe to
emigrate in still greater number, to belp to produce
abroad other things we require, while aliens, with 3 meve
practical sense for realities, would contiue to come in
to take their place.

Of course, if the world were a Utopis, all htm:i.. quire-

ments would be produced where they could be produced

best. - There would then be a grand universal system of

interchange of commodities. There is no evidence thas
this condition of perfection will be reached amang the
nations of the earth. The tendency ix the other way:

N,;A‘;,'_.‘_....“..___’_._,‘M

i s o5 oo
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even big empires now trade mainly within themselves, To
suggest that we alone should practise Free. Trade would
be foolishness in the extremse. ' .

The advocates of Free Trade are careful not to push

their argument to its logical conclusion, or to cite the
consequences of this system in Ireland, for the past 100
years. Without resorting to sweated labour’ there is
scarcely anything we could produce that could nowadays
- compete favourably, in a world market, with “ Big Busi-
ness ’ and cheaply produced products from "abroad.
Race horses, racing dogs, cattle, sheep, pigs and potatoes,
which admittedly cannot be produced better elsewhere,
may be exceptions. » : -
" The family is not only the true Christian foundation of
the nation, but it is also its true social, educational and
economic foundation. If the economic conditions. of the
family of average circumstances, and particularly of the
rural family, are unstable and unsound, then the entire
economic system of the nation is bound to be in the same
condition. Rural families, carrying on mixed farming,
constitute the mainstay, or economic ‘‘ back bone,” of this
" country. If our National Economic System is sound,
mixed tillage farming, reasonably well' conducted, will
succeed. If the cities and towns ceased to exist, Rural Ireland
could live without them as it did for 1,000 years; bub
if Rural Treland were destroyed, the cities and towns would
quickly disappear. s s |

No informed person Wlﬁ dispute the fact that mixed .
farming in this country, under average circumstances, is
not a very profitable undertaking to the farmer and his
family, He can produce good crops and other products,
and secure them well, but he does not normally receive
a fair or equitable return for his labour and expenditure.
‘He is consequently inclined to allow his land, or a large
proportion of it, to run to grass. He has no alternative when
he finds that tillage farming fails to pay. He tills when

ti.llagé pays, and reverts to grass when the economic
circumstances. of tillage compel him.

It has been proved abundantly. by ,‘Aa'ctua,l»-‘ -eipériments

that uncared pasturage gives the least return of any crop, -
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both to the ocoupier and to the nation. But ordinary
untended pasture requires the least outlay in management
and labour, the least overhead expenditure, and z{;lso, in
our climate, entails the least economic risks. It is, in fact,
little if at all different from prairie farming on the Ameri-
can or Australian continents, where vast fra cts of virgin
land are available, | °

In all the provinces of Ireland thousands of acres of
unkempt pasture and waste land meet the eye.. Out of
about eleven million ‘acres of arable land only one and a
half million acres were under cultivation in 1938. In the
same year we imported about £6,500,000 worth of animal
foods and close on £6,000,000 worth of wheat, mainly for
human food, all of which, or their .substitutes, could be
grown at home.

Professor E. J. Sheehy, of University College, Dublin,
cne of the foremost authorities in Kurope on animal nutri-
tion, wrote in the Muintir na Tire Official Handbook,
1941 : * The possibility of our becoming self-sufficient in
respect of food for man and stock is no longer a question.
We must accomplish it or perish. Time and time again,
it has been contended that Irish wheat is inferior, that
barley is not a substitute for maize, and that in the
absence of oil cake, cattle could not be fattened. Necessity
has quickly exploded the fallacy of such contentions.
Irish wheat makes bread equal to any. Irish barley is as
good as imported maize for pigs, poultry and cattle feeding.
Instead of imported oil cakes for cattle, we can have all
we want and to spare of fresh succulent young grass,
preserved as silage for winter feeding. In addition, beans
can be grown to provide the proteins, the high content of
which constitutes the merit of oil cakes. Beans make
excellent feeding for pigs and poultry as We!l as for cattle,
sheep and ‘thorses. Is it necessary to mention the potato
. . . Which can be grown and used to three times the extent
1t has been ? Again, in oats we havq a food which is
excellent for both man and stock, and which can be’ grown
with success in almost every townland in Ireland.”

All kinds of scrappy remedies for farming conditions

- bave been advanced, but no permanent all-embracing one.
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Moroover, I am satinfiod that there i no hanio rormody for
the prosont condition oxoopl within the woope ol i pom
prohonsive National Rocovory Plan, (
Attompts ab organining fhrmoers agadnnb the vent ol lho
community, boyoobting the towns, Hg;htllupl Linhoue, abveiving
for a non-politioal organinntion tnnddo no polittond wyatom,

oor founding n PPolitionl a\p;riuu‘l(uu‘nl l'tll“l'\‘. will ol o fatile

in the future, ay they have beon in the puat,  All el
MOAsIos moroly (\u‘|l.\\l|“lll(~t\ alasn war under virto
disguisos, making for further national dinumity and, without
any doubt, for ultimate defoad,

In practico what the farmoer wanta ina ronnoniblo roturn
for tho output of hin work., Give him thin and all ol
will follow. It is not want of amusement, nor the glomour
of tho towns which inducos people to lonve the Innd,
Country poeople can make thoir own amusoments, in thoir
own way, providod their industry pays. Bub il the pronont
conditions, under which farming is oavriod on in thin country,
and tho consoquent {light from the land, ave not pormu-
nently oured, the wholo nation will collupse, beonuse the
brain and brawn of town and oity are maintainod and
recruited from the land, and from nowhore elwo,

“It is a logical and understandable faot that onco wo
could point to a prosperous Agrioulture, down would go
our unemployment figures, up would go the demand of tho
primary producer for manufaoturved articlon and  thoir
increased output would in turn nocossitato a groator
demand for labour. 'This important roporoussion with its
beneficial rosults upon the ]umhtsh, stamina and birth ratq of
the poople seems to have esoapoed attention altogothor,”
This was written in 1939 by V. . Vickers, a lato Govornor

.of the Bank of England. He was reforring to Industrial

England ; _but in Rural Ireland, whore tho truth of this
statement is proportionatoly many times more applicable,

it seems to have escapoed attention also,

This problem of National Economy is not an easy ono
to solve, and that is probably the ohiof reason why we
have shirked it up to this. But wo must face and solvo it
now, or take the inevitable consequences of national
defeat. The Social-Economic-Educational canker which
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has been wonkening and dopopulating the country for o
hundred yoars will not bo oasily uprooted, It will take
the united will and offort of tho nation, under capable
guidance, and possossod of a practioal Plan, to achicve
our goal, .

We have been attompting, up to this, to relieve farming
conditions without intorforing soriously with any other
aspect of social or economic lifo. Theso attempts have
failed and will always fail. It cannot bo too often repeated
that the whole Economic-Social Systom of the country is
ane problema. Wo must mako overy section of the com-
munity conform to the well-boing of the whole. So long
as other sections are allowed to proy, at will, on farming ;
so long as they can.gauge their 'pl.‘icos and charges by the
amount of money the farmer appears to have got, neither
“ Reliefs ¥ nor Bounties will be of much avail. The
farming problem can be solved, but to do this we must
divide profit, share, and effort between the Agricultural,
Labour, Industrial, Financial and other interests of the
nation. - We must be prepared to co-operate whole-
heartedly, to make sacrifices, to put up with inconveniences
without grumbling, to give up jobbery, self-seeking, destruc-
tive criticism and slander,. to consider other people’s
positions as well as our own ; in other words, to be good
and helpful citizens. Without this no government can
succeed, no matter how good its plan may be; with it
any efficient government can. If some of us are not pre-
pared to respond—to do our merest Christian and social
duty, we must be compelled to do so, by a National
Government, backed by a well organised system of statu-
tory Parish Councils. ‘ :

It would be premature, at this stage, to outline a Rural
Economic Plan. There are literally hundreds of more or
less important factors of National Rural Economy which
might be mentioned. All of these would be sound and
practical, if carried out as part of a comprehensive National
Recovery Plan, but in no other way.: % .

The following are examples ; they are merely recited
haphazardly. Most persons who are familiar with the
country know them already :— B
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Fovibdvebe o geond nbionnd wysten ob areberind - deninngo
andd roolmnbion, Lo raoovor Lhe liandrods of thousnnds of
noron ol |.¢;(.n||(.ln,lly wrnhle Innd wll over Ghe counbry, nl
provant undor mnrshon, winlor-logged  villoys,  bogs nnd
oubsnwny hogn,

Mhore neo In thin countrey whout four million weres of
wante, baeeon and  hog land, or, In obher words, whout,
acquartor ol tho tolnd Tnnd wren of the country, At lonst,
hall' of thin aveon in onpnblo of hoing rocluimed into it
and nocond olum nenblo Tnnd,  "Uhin would provide spreo
for, sy, bwonby thousnnd Lomaontonds of 30 to 60 neres onch,
an o woll aw providing additionnd nenblo land  for many
unoconomio holdingn, A gront proportion of tho romnining
non=arablo land could bo planted. That Gthis potentinl land
should bo allowod to romuin, in o small country, nlmont
in its natueal condition, without: any soerious offort of
rocovery, oonstituton o voritablo imponchmoent of thoso
rosponsiblo to tho nation, “

Apart from war conditions, the bogs of Ireland should
bo utilised for fuel and powor, ‘I'he ground or spnco thoy
ocoupy, and all other reclaimable land, should be recovered
by a well-plannod groat national schomo of reclaumation
which could” go hand-in-hand with turf outting, artorial
drainagoe and afforostation. The outting away and romoval
of bog to tho rock, olay, or sand, which is taking place in
wmany parts, partioularly in the West, should be provented.’

Instituto & groat systom of National Afforestation, to
rectify * The Rape of Ireland.”

Wipe out that most domoralising and universally

{‘m\dmmwd schemo for public unemployment—‘The
Dole,™

Institute & practical Crodit Systom for farmers, in
conjunction with Parish Councils, Utility loans should bo
interest free, or at loast yery choaply granted.

Set up a Court or Council of independent persons, with
very wide powers, to deal with exploitation of every kind,
by traders, professionals, companies, financiers, or others.
Exploitation, in every sphere of lifo, must be stopped by
the development of & sincere spirit of Christian, national
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Qooperation backed whe '

aperas d, ere require ;
uniiinehing hand. oo 8 "o an(’i

m‘}\‘\\‘if"" lﬂ}i‘ producer, and give a proper guaranteed
i;‘}‘l‘;‘\\ “‘:, zi‘;‘\\h milling wheat, flax, feeding and malting
MY, M, agvienltural seeds  co
i o gugultuml_ Seeds, sugar beet, tobacco leaf,
\l ions, .;u. and other things which we Import at present,
mtoeould produce at home.  Even our present human
and ‘:1.;1;}1\‘31 plopul:lmon could absorb the produce of at least
AW additional million gepe ills if i |
Fhich v SOl acres of tillage, if imported foods,
Ot A produce at home, were shut out.
 Shwaise the production of these products in propor-
Bonate quantities and in suitable areas
‘ Qrganise tm.nsgprt, including waterways, and the carry-
g, sale, and delivery of agricultural and other produce,
Such as milk, bread and meat, so as to reduce the cost of
distribution,
Organise  Agricultural and general Education.
Organise the distribution of Labour through Parish and
other Couneils,

Develop the making and use of ensilage, and the proper
treatment of grass, Ch i PR
The use of our own and our Potential products must be
organised on & national scale, and our standard of living
must be regulated and directed towards that end.
Commissions have enquired into a variety of problems
during the past twenty years, and made lists of recom-
wmendations, Only an infinitesimal number of these
recommendations has been carried out. The actual reason
tor this is that each Commission dealt only with a small
section of this big, complex problem. Consequently, no
matter how good its recommendations might have been |
in themselves, they were immediately confronted by other
parts of the problem, which were not touched by the
particular Commission’s recommendations, and were over-
whelmed by them. Recommendations had to fit into the
existing scheme of things, or be shelved. A small, com-
petent committee might now examine all those reports and
recommendations, in connection with a new order, and
correlate, with other factors, those of them that are worth
consideration. >
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There is almost an unlimited supply of reproductive
public work in neariy every quarter of the country  This
work might be organised through various Councils, in
association with Parish Councils.

All our Sea Industries, such as Fishing and Kelp, should
be re-organised, and inland fishing developed. . |

' The breaking up into economic holdings of grazing lands,
and portions of excessively big holdings, should be speeded
up. Ownership is a natural as well as a Christian right,
but ownership must be kept within reasonable bounds.
Ownership of all the means of production by the State
1s “ manifestly against justice.” (Rerum Novarum.) But
such abuses as the acquiring and holding of excessive land,
and its use against the common good, are, in a small
country like ours, also manifestly against justice.

The cultivation of flax should be re-introduced for food
as well as for fibre, and the manufacture of at least our
own requirements of linen undertaken.

If farmers are to get satisfactory guarantees, protection,
and equitable treatment generally, they must be compelled,

where compulsion is necessary, to play their part, like other
sections of the community.

() Farmers must use their land in the nation’s
* interest, as well as in their own.

(b) They must grow the crops, and in such qdantities,
in scheduled wheat, beet, seeds, tobacco and

other zones, as directed by the Department of
Agriculture.

(c) 'They must till a certain proportion of their arable
land, unless they are able to satisfy the Depart-
ment of Agriculture and the Parish Council that
they are not able to do so.

(d) They must pay their public debts—rates and
annuities—except where sickness, death, or other
grave causes, enable the Parish Council to recom-
mend partial remission, or extended time to pay.

(¢) They must co-operate, in every way, with the Parish
Council, and the central Departments of Govern-
ment, for their own and the common good.

L)
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(f) They must help whole-heartedly in every aspoct
of the National Recovery Plan, even though some
of these may not affect or benefit them dirootly.

We must establish our own Cinema or Film Service
for the production of films for home use, together with
educational, historic and other useful films from abroad.
Apart from its industrial aspect, home-produced films
depicting real Irish life, modern and historie, wonld give
to ourselves, and to the world, for the first time, a tre
representation of the country. This is necessary  for
retaining the goodwill of even our own people  abroad.
They are often ashamed of the garbled, distorted, stage-
Irish and sometimes vindictive way in which the country
is misrepresented. The Christian, social, economic and
national demoralising influences of the present flood of
foreign pictures of inferior type which afflict this country
are incalculable—pictures extolling idleness, extravaganee ,
superficiality -and depravity of all kinds. All the small
countries of Europe had to fight this battle against nation~
ally demoralising films ; we must do the same or surrender
entirely to them. To cut out this deadly, creeping poison,
to support our plan to save the language, to teach history,
to_establish ourselves, even in our own estimation, as a
distinet community, and in numerous other important
ways, a National Film Producing Service is a wvitally
essential feature of a National Recovery Plan.

Dozens of other important features of social-cconomic
recovery could easily be enumerated.

L

Finaxor

One of the first questions which will arise in connection
with these and many other proposals which might be
cited is :—Where is the money to be found ! It iy mwch
easier to suggest work which might be done than to show
how it can be financed. We need have no delusions as 0
the magnitude of this part of our problem of National
Recovery. Its ramifications, both inside and Ty W
Country, are immense. \
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But while the problem of Finanoeo in ol supreme import
anee, 1 must not bo asnvmaed that 16 s alldmportant, or
ghat, i 1t wore solved with apprront anbinfaotion, sll oy
other difionltios would disapponr, Finaneo i ono of mnny
vital fhetors which must bo conmidorad In tho  oconomic
woeonstruetion of the country, 1 in the koy which, with
officiont  organisation, will opon tho door to nationn)
prospority,  Approciation of the balanood wignifionneo of
all the fhotors, most of which lio unhoodod ot our very
door. in assoctation with inanoo and  Nationol Crodit,
cannot be overstressed,  Hor oxamplo, nuch simplo CONi-
derations as private and dopartmontal oconomy, nabions)
faith, co-oporation, common HONKO,  COMMON judgmont,
private and public honesty, and o numbor of othor funds-
mental things must be establishod. Hvon tho bost; finnncin
svstom that can bo devisod will not avail without the
goodwill and good conduet of tho pooplo. 'I'he dishonest
manipulation of monoy is ono of tho onrdinal ovils of the
world, and it is only good laws, good systoms and good
oraanisation that will check its porpetrations anywhere,

Strietly spoaking, wo have no National Financial System
in this country. Apparent parity with England exists,
and our National Credit is mainly in privato hands. Asgur-
ance and Insurance ocapital is largely controlled from
abroad, and through tho instrumeontality of the KEnglish
system our real capital is stoadily falling into the posses-
sion “of persons of foreign origin, These two for soR—the
Bank of England and foreign investors in this country-—
could create n loeal financial erisis hore at any time, In
fact, the ovisis is already here. Then what of post-war
conditions ! According to an English financial expert the
British financial system is itsolf nationally quite unsound.
Here is what V. C. Vickers, late Governor, Bank of England,
wrote in 1939, a short time before ho died :—‘* Unless we
san contrive to design and establish an improved and
veformed financial system, which is the first essential
towards & new and better economy in our own country,
no satisfactory outcome of the war is possible, for wher
there is widespread injustice and discontent there .can be
no ending of that war. How can we presume to hold up



NATIONAL ECONOMY AND NATIONAL ACTION

‘M
Y

our own social system as g

follow while it breeds selfishness, unrest and dishonest
competition amongst our own people and while it
dominated by a decadenp financial system ?* He
further that the money industry in" England has 1]
powerful political and economic influences that it h
“ undermined the authority of the State, and usurped th
power of democratic government This is the svstem
with which we are associated. )

The Financial Secretary to the English Treasury stzied
in 1938 that “ securing the greatest measure of nfospez'it?
in the country does not mean securing the progperitv of
one industry or one class at the expense of anotb.el:, or
vice versa >, This is a great change in a co y wh
“vice versa ”, with all its slavery and want, and all its
arrogance .and wealth, has been the financial policy for
two hundred years. Since we have adopted this system
we have accumulated a smaller crop cf the same fruits.

Up to a few years ago it was commonly believed, even
by many economists, that very little could be done withont
plenty of real metal money and foreign credit. This
theory seems to have been exploded. Nowadays we see
the spectacle, considered impossible a little time ago, of
big countries, with very little money or foreign credit,
doing stupendous things. Whether a small nation like OTTS
can accomplish proportionately great economic feats, with
only paper money, is a question for real experts, imbuoed
with a genuine Irish outlook and desire. There is no doubs
that great things can be done, internally at least, if we
have the courage and ability which this problem demands.
As a tiny example of this, a parish committee in Wexforg,
In 1941, issued tallies or tokens for the cutting and saving
of turf. Local traders honoured these tokens by supplyinz
goods to the workers. When the turf was sold the commities
Tedeemed the tokens. An elaboration of this simple credit
Scheme, on a very big scale, has been operating suceessinlly
In some countries for years past, without apparently causing
Inflation. The old skeleton—The Gold Standard—nead not
trouble us in the future. Even in England it was always
* Iyth and will probably never be resurrected.

pattern for other nations =
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It is surprising that so many Irish people appoar Lo 866
little or no difference between money expendod insido tho
country productively and capital sent abroad. "Thoro i
the greatest direct and indirect difference, of OOULHO, b=
tween them. Public money, judiciously spont within the
country, is merely put into circulation. Tt mattors not to
the Government or to the nation who holds it at any timo,
provided it is doing its normal work of omploymont, pro
duction, exchange and consumption, and 18 ln-lirl.y woll
distributed. On the other hand, money or matorinlg that
Jeave the country constitute real expenditure. 1f it bo for
the securing of things which we cannot produco at home,
and which we require, such as tea and cocoa, woll and good,
but if it is to purchase things, such as wheat and barley,
which we can produce efficiently at home, it is bad nationul
economy. .

Most Irish Financial Experts, who examine tho quostion
of finance from an Irish point of view, agree that our pro-
sent national financial position is neither stablo, officiont,
nor nationally sound. If this is so, and from the ovidence
they give, and from the tragic consequences wo 800 around
us, it would appear that it is, the whole financial and
national credit system of the country, and monoys invested
abroad, must all be courageously investigated, from a
purely national standpoint. ~The importance of this
matter must be emphasised—that is, the urgent necessity
for an examination of our financial position, from our own
point of view, by real Irish experts who are prepared, if
necessary, to recommend the breaking of parity with a
country whose financial system appears to be rapidly
deteriorating ; and to frame and recommend an original
monetary system, if need be, based confidently and oxclu-
sively on our own requirements. Both our financial system,
when we have one, and our national credit should be
controlled by the State. This is a vital part of our whole
scheme. Full and efficient employment can be secured by
the use of credit, issued and directed by a national monetary
authority.

But there would be very little practical point in attempt-
ing to develop financial schemes or systems now. The
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stressing of this apparently limitless
would only tend to confuse the other
We could wrangle over it till Doomsday. No Governm
under  the Party-Politica1-Proporti6nal-chm‘smam‘.-‘Io.::
system, can deal adequately with this question. No sooner
would far-reaching national financial recommendations be
made than the Political Opposition would utilise the
proposals for party political ends. This, as pointed ous,
has been done on several nation ? 1
issues already. Alarmist propaganda would be introduced.
to stampede the people against the proposing Government,
so that negation, withdrawal, or half-measure

question at this stage
main national issuwes

[

al and intemational

compromise
would be the result.
Finance and financial credit control are matters wish

which a National Government, guided by genuine Irish
expert advice, can effectively deal. In fact there is 1o
feature of our economic life which calls so urgently for a
strong National Government, in our own, and in present
world circumstances, as our financial system, or our lack of
one. But while we may prepare a scheme of action. the
solving of the question is merely hypothetical until we
have the machinery to deal with it.

Persons who are foolish enough, otherwise interested.
or perhaps even hostile to the healthful recovery of the

country, may like to see us dispute this question fatuously.

without doing anything more; but surely we must have

enough common sense and common ability to see this !
In New Zealand, where the financial-econamic system
was, in some important respects, similar to ours, the
Government tried—as our Government did—to fight a
adverse export trade in primary products by bounties,
subsidies, increased cost of consumable goods at howre
and low wages, in order to maintain exports. The rosuits
were, great unemployment, wholesale ﬁulure of farmers,
privation and hunger, in a country where food In abun-
dance rotted or was destroyed. o .
With the island in a state of utter economic stagnation
& strong Labour Government, with a progrossive plan,
was elected in 1935. Its economic policy st:ak\i ;tfhst “the
control of Currency and Credit is a prerogative of the Staw
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and 3t iz unthinkable that this control should vepnin in

L

nrivate hands . 1t stated also that the aim wes 1
areanise an internal economy distributing the production

e st diaa e
<

af services In o way which will guaranteo Lo every pergon

able and willing to work an income sulliciont to provide

- ~dad

him and his dependents with overything nocessnry to
make a home . By the usoe of an altorod mongtury systom,
mitable to the requirements of tho country, tho applics-
Son of oreat constructive schomes of work and in other
practical wavs they not only succoedod in employing sl
thair own able-bodied peoplo ofliciontly but have been
seeking labour from other countrios, oven from Irelund,

Portugal iz another recont oxamplo of o country with

r
s

~

many problems similar to ours. It also has solved many of
its natonal difficulties, inside a remarkably short period,

the application of revised monotary, economic and other
stems based on the conditions and requirements of the

J
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World economists agree at present that the only possible
way for any country to prevent inflationary disaster after

the presant war is through a strong Government supported
by an enlightened, loyal and well-organised people. We

ve not any of these essentials and our first national duty
o set about their attainment. When that is done our

Znancial, as well as all our other national problems, can
and will be solved. :

[
147

i3

§

] }7;'
I
f

]

FASHTON AND SNOBBERY

Fashion might be defined as that almost universally
acoepled :‘fcma, which controls world outlook on dress,
Tood, service, pleasures, pastimes, tastes, and social stand-
Ing geperally. Many people are so dominated by this urge
that It becomes with them a devouring passion. Through-
out the world to-day, fashion and snobbery appear to be
he goiding hands that direct the aims and objects .of
many people.. It is fashion and snobbery which decree,
even ameongst the poor, that normal Christian thrift,
sconomy and common sense constibute meanness and

i



NATIONAL ECONOMY AND NATIONAL ACTION 99

that dress and dress materials produced in our own land
are ~ common ~ compared-with expensive and oftentimes
fiimsy fabrics from abroad. It is fashion from paganised
empire cities and film studios that directs people to dress
end live exiravagantly, whether beyond their means or
not: and it is fashion which incites even women to pro-
claim their capacity for strong and expensive drink, and
do other things unbecoming to their sex. It is fashion

that often impels vulgar people, who have money, to do

boorish things in its name, and it is fashion together with
economic causes that is Killing the Irish language and
civilisation as well as many of the God-given qualities
peculiar to our people. Ii is difficult indeed to limit the
economic, social and even pagan perpetrations which
fashion and snobbery may ordain.

Fashion in this broader sense constitutes a very impor- -

tant economic as well. as social factor in every country.
- Iis password is imitation. Persons will always be found
to imitate even the most stupid, extravagant and unsuitable
things, if fashion decrees it.

It is no libel to say that a great proportion of the Irish
people are very imitative; we live more by habit and
imitation than by reason. Probably the same holds every-
where, but a counfry like ours, which despises its own
characteristics, is an easy prey to false and foolish imita-
tion from abroad. In our case practically all our fashion
is imitation from foreign cities and wealthy empires,
where conditions are entirely different from our own.
Our climate, for example, favours good skin and com-
plexion yet we spend annually over £1,000,06G0.on cos-
metics in imitation of less favoured peoples. .
. From general observation there appears to be much
more wanton extravagance and wasteful spending in this
country by the well-to-do, the foolish imitators of the
well-to-do, and even by the poor, in proportion to our

developed resources than in any other small country of.

Europe. There may not be sufficient statistics to prove
this, but any observant person who has travelled Europe,
Particularly its smaller countries, will agree.

The gange of social position in many quarters to-day
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seems to' hinge largely on the extent to which ambizions
people are prepared to indulge in gaudy, and sometizes
vulgar, excesses, Fxcessive gambling, excessive Cress,
lavish and expensive entertainments, and other exzzva-
gant, dangerous and nationally lowering practices, zre
eradually becoming established as the accepted hall-rraris
of social appreciation. This kind of thing 1= a8 old ==
pagan Rome and Egypt but it is also closely assoczted

g -

with modern world snobbery and neo-paganiEm. I% I=
not a healthy example for a Christian country to Imizzie,
even on a small scale.

The easiest way for individuals to find money for ti=
snobbish fashion lust is by borrowing and exploliaiion.
rather than by solvency and thrift. Also the easiest wax
for an extravagantly-run State to find the money is by

borrowing and excessive taxation.

i

- In many ways fashion and snobbery claim a compzra-

tively heavy toll from the Irish nation. The foolish com-
petition that is carried on, even down to the remoiess
village, in pursuing the various claims of fashion, comsz-
tutes not only a great financial drain but is also a s=rions
source of domestic, social ‘and even national tronble amd
distraction. )

Fashion in this country should be sponsored and sizmz-
Jated by a National Body, backed by the State. The Szt

- gshould exercise negative, and even positive direciion, oy,
for instance, prohibiting the importation of materizls

unsuitable for the development of national fashion. Thi=
National Body would require no authority beyond thss
powerful force—example. Its orientation should be suit-
able to our climatic and other conditions and based, ss
far as possible, on Irish materials, traditions and customs.
In this way educated foreigners would find in this couniTy
a civilisation striving to be itself rather than a second-rste
imitation of Hollywood. Well-to-do people should be

expected to follow Irish fashion. When they practise 1%,
.others will do the same.

Like that of National Finance, there is no advaniage
to be obtained from' pursuing this question at the present
time. Under our present systems, false imported fashion
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and snobbery, with all their attendant evily, will aontine
to seep into the life of the country and dominate it mam

and more. It is evident now that neither Chusek

Al 1 ROT
State alone can control this Frankenstein monsier. Only
both combined, in an all-embracing plan, can make Ssahion
conform to the common good. h

-
-

WHEAT

Some years ago the question: Whether or not we
should grow wheat extensively in this oK
a Party Political issue. This did groat damage o what
was a purely national, economic question,

There are two distinet questions—very affen aonfusad
—associated with wheat-growing in Ireland., These Quads-
tions are : Can Wheat as a corn crop be grown suassssiu
in Ireland ?

and : Can Wheat as a vital, wonldomide
bread material, be grown cconomically by the Issh
farmer, in world competition ?

The answer to the first question ix that S ~ QRN
milling wheat can be grown in Ireland in LT QURRBRXT
any competent. authority will agroe with this. The snewor
to the second question is that, generally Spaaking, wmilling

COUNTIY was made

.

wheat cannot be grown economically in Quaniity dy the

Irish farmer in open world competition wnder prasent
economic conditions.

It is extraordinary the number of people who have goaw

* doubts as to whether wheat can be Lrown oy n

* Ireland. This is the result of a wide-praad @

MRRRA
that has been carried on, mostly by persons who anmess
to have very little practical knowlodge of the wnaises

s

These persons, nevertheless, give verdicts and dMATR
which are often ill-founded.

An Archsological discovery in 1941 astablishad the St
that wheat was grown in Treland in the Bronse A W
bory repeatedly confirms that it has boen Lown hae
for a very long time and, in 1847, the YOAr A the wang
artificial famine in our history, over six hundsd Thamsend
acres of wheat were grown in Ireland, This sme wauld

P
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supply our entire bread requirements at present, A grest
deal of this wheat was ezported to England, zlthough
thousands of Irish people were dying of bunger 2t the time,
Even in the worst Free Trade vezrs, before the 1%14-1%
Great War, some twenty to thirty thousand zeres of
milling wheat were growm annuzlly in Irelznd, and in
1919, as the result of an actunzl crop survey of the country,
it was shown that over sixty thousand zcres wers under
wheat in that year. At that time wheat wzs produced
against the almost overwhelming infiow of cheap wheas
from America, Moreover, the Countiss having the biggest

voluntary area under this crop in peace times, hzve been
Cork, Wexford, Galwzay, Down and Dublin. This shows
that wheat can be grown successiully In every quarter

of the country. It shows also that it must have been pro-
duced fairly near the economic margin, since it w2z Zrown
in world competition, without any kslp or protectom
whatever against the imported grain. The Midiands,
and the Golden Vale of Limerick znd Tipperary, whers

there is some of the finest wheat-land in the world, prodnoced
 only very small quantities in recent peace Fears. 1his is
contrary to common sense, sound economics and even
‘humanity itself. _

If one travels in Ceniral or Northern Europe ke will
find ““ black bread ¥, made from rye and beariey, the siaple
foqd. It is more healthful than our much-vaunied snow-
white loaf. The reason why rye and barley bread is used
so extensively in all those countries is that wheat will not
succeed well there because it is very sensitive to temper=a-
ture, and germinates best at 65 to 69 degrees Fzhrenheit
This is far above the late Aotumn and Spring tempersture
over a great part of Northern Europe and Northern Canzada.

In those areas of Europe, where wheat will not succeed
" because of unsuitable temperature, the people do not

import white flour or wheat in great quantities. = They
might do so relatively at a cheaper rate than they can
produce and mill the rye and barley crop at home. They
depend instead mainly on the corns that will fpen in
their own climate. They realise that it would be neither
nationally safe nor economically sound to do cotherwise.
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Many arguments are advanced against the suitability
of our soil and climate for wheat-growing. Most of these
arguments are unsound, and some rather foolish. But
here are some genuine drawbacks against wheat-growing
in Ireland : y

(1) Even when well saved, Irish wheat contains

" more moisture than, say, Manitoban.. Millers
sometimes object to Irish wheat because it usually
requires to be kiln-dried. )

(2) Some varieties have a comparatively low gluten
content and, therefore, low bread-raising capacity.

(3) Wheat tends to encourage the growth of weeds,
because it occupies the ground longer than other -
COILL CrOps.

(4) Late sown wheat on wet, retentive, clay soil is
liable to be patchy or to fail. Mid-October to
early November is generally the best time to
sow aubtumn varieties.

Tt is often said that wheat is hard on the soil. I know
farms where wheat has been grown in rotation for forty or

- fifty years without apparently impoverishing the soil.
‘Comparative chemical analyses of different crops do not

bear out this contention either. In fact, according to
analysis, barley is more severe on the soil than wheat.

All these objections can be overcome by good farming
methods, intelligence, foresight, a profitable market and

- goodwill, - j

Wheat does best, usually, on a stiff, dry, well-conditioned
clay loam, but it can be grown reasonably well on a great
variety of soils, if they are in good condition. It is a
mistake to advocate wheat-growing unconditionally. In
the poorer parts of the country most of the soil is unsuitable

for wheat, just as most of the heavier wheat soils are

unsuitable for barley. Persons who have grown wheat in

- unfavourable circumstances, or without sufficient know-

ledge, sometimes condemn the crop because it has not
succeeded in their own locality where, perhaps, it should

never have been grown.

~The tradition of wheat-growing“and its economic home
use were lost in a great area of the country. It will take

/
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time to get them back. In the meantime faulty samples
of Irish wheat may be marketed, and faulty loaves made
from whole wheat flour and meal, but this is not evidence
that the crop cannot be grown and used successfully in
suitable circumstances and when capably handled. Neither
is the craze for white bread proof that white bread is best.
It ‘took the consequences of our unsound economic system,
coupled with the exigencies of the second Great War, to
convince thousands of Irish people that all-wheat bread
suited their digestive system better than that from bleached
white flour. |

Generally speaking, as stated already, Irish farmers
‘cannot compete successfully in an open world market, in

- the production of wheat, in present economic circumstances.

To argue from this fact that we should, therefore, depend
on America, or wherever else we can buy wheat cheaper,
is utterly wrong. It is one of the most unsound features
of our present Agricultural Economic System.

When beet-growing was advocated some years ago,
many people believed that the project would fail because
it could not compete_against foreign sugar. The wisdom
of adopting this policy of growing our own beet is now
universally acknowledged.  Nationally speaking, wheat
is in exactly the same position. Wheat-growing must be
protected in somewhat the same way that sugar beet has
been protected. The price for wheat, sugar beet and other
protected crops must be such that farmers can be com-
pelled to grow them, if needs be, in scheduled areas.

" Private property has a social as well as an individual
aspect, and the State has a right to see that the social
aspect is carried out “to benefit the whole community.”
(Rerum Novarum.) “ The natural order, which comes from
(od, requires the institution of private property, and the

power of the State.to regulate it for the common good.”

(Pius XIL., 1941.)

You  cannot in justice compel farmers to grow crops ab
a loss, This is why compulsion”and compulsory tillage

~require such careful and experienced handling.

An argument often uSed against the policy of growing
crops against world prices is that it will inflict hardships
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on tho poor and on the community generally., The politiczl
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slogan, that your food will cost, you more, wil
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be introducod. This argument, is-based on post-Victorzn

conditions. 1t is usury, exploitation and limitless incomes

—_——

couplod with non-organisation, which inflict hardshios
vho poor. In a woll-organised Christian State, there sho
bo no poor, able-bodied people, excepting those who
poor through their own fault. This policy towards whea®
and othor crops would not press unduly on zny secton
of tho community in a State so organised. ’

Having guaranteed the Zrower an economic marsst

& whoat zone, or zones, in those areas where wheat w3l
grow succossfully, should be defined. This work comld
probably be done best by the Department of Acricaiture.
These zones would be mainly situated in the Counties
Kildare, Meath, Louth, Dublin, Tipperary, Limerick, Down
and parts of other counties, such as Cork, Westmeath, Wazer-
ford, Roscommon, Galway and ‘Wexford. In these areas
farmers holding more than a certain area of suitable
arable land would be scheduled. They would be expecied
to grow, in rotation, a certain minimum proportion of wheat
each year, unless they are entitled, for some valid reascn.
-to partial or entire exemption. They shounld be facilitated
in getting the best possible seed, manure, advice and Iabour.
They should be expected to grow the crop properly and
market the grain in good condition. An adequate guarantesd
price may in itself secure all the wheat we require, but in
present circumstances the zoning system will be surest snd
best. :

A second arm to our national wheat effort should be
the encouragement of areas, small or great, but particularly
small areas for home and local use, outside the scheduled
wheat zones. Small areas of wheat for home and local use
can be grown successfully in most parts of the country,
in well-conditioned patches here and there. Y

Local mills should be helped and encouraged to install
suitable machinery for flour, wholemeal production snd
other corn milling, our national aim being to produce and
mill all the corn for bread as well as other corn products
that we need,
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Normally, up to a few years ago, we imported about
£12,000,000 worth of wheat, flour and animal foods,
annually. Some economists point out that to pay for this

.we must export some such commodity as cattle, in great
number. This is perfectly true, but a more hopeless national
solution for this nation-killing, vicious circle could hardly
be propounded. Economic critics who favour * grass”
and imported food and feeding stuff usually say that, if

ou “wipe out” the cattle trade, dire economic results
will follow. But no sensible person advocates the “ wiping
out ”’ of the cattle trade. Intensive cultivation of wheat
- and other crops, and the breaking up of grass prairies into
economic tillage farms, will not “‘ wipe out” the cattle
trade, though it may reduce somewhat the number of live
stock for export. This would be in accordance with present,
and very probably with future, demands. Output of farm
stock for export, at the present rate, is out of all propor-
tion to the present and probably to the future economic
requirements of any country to which we can send them.
Considerably reduced numbers of live stock, more efficiently
marketed, would be a more business-like proposition, and
more economically and more n}ationa]ly sound.

Exporting our basic population of men and women, and

great numbers of store cattle, so that we can import wheat
- and maize, is truly strange national economics. People
who cry out against self-sufficiency in bread, because,
forsooth; it will press on the poor, seldom rebel against
the complete loss of millions of our people by poverty,
disease, and emigration, as a direct result of our present
, 8ystems, ’ :

 Under the altered plan, men and women, instead of
being forced off the land by bullocks, will occupy their
rightful, Christian, natiohal and _economic place in the -
Midlands. During the past eighty or ninety years, while

our human population steadily decreased in rural areas,
the livestock: population just as steadily increased. People
should live on these good lands, in great numbers, utilising
cattle to convert their surplus crops to economic advan-
tage, rather than that cattle for export, should occupy

-
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the lands, in great numbers, requiring only a few herds 10
mind them.

I have dealt in some detail with whest because it is
an example of one of our very important products, viciously
vilified by ourselves.  In a country with normsl systems
and outlook one need not defend wheat-growing and other
matters of this kind. Like the production of potatoes
and oats, wheat-growing and other ususl branches of our
industry would be normal also,

Heretofore we have imported practically all our clover,
flax, root and garden seeds on the same thriftless principle,
viz., that other people could grow them more cheaply
than we could. Practically all of these seeds can be grovwn
quite as successfully in Ireland as elsewhere.

In 1941 for example one thousand five hundred tons
of first-class beet seed, valued to the farmer at close on
£100,000, were grown in this country by about one thousand
growers. We require over three thousand tons of grass, -
clover, root and vegetable seeds each year. The valuable
ramifications of éven a small industry like this are much
greater and more stabilising than the direct gain to the
growers would indicate. The Department of Agriculture
should define belts or zones of the country where each of
these classes of seed will grow best. People in those areas
should then specialise in particular species, and be properly
paid for their labour. The Plant Breeding Section of the
University would, at the same time, develop the purest
and best strains of all these plants, for our climate and
requirements,

We have a great tendency in this country to overlook
comparatively small savings and small enterprises of any
kind. They are considered too insignificant to claim our
attention. We have a great tendency also to jump to the
- conclusion that, if an economic, educational or other change
is advocated; it implies- “ wiping out” something else.
Common moderation, common sense, . and common
humanity ““wipe out” only what is false, extravagant
or unsound. The rectification of this weakness, together
with rigid sensible economy, would constitute one of the
main planks in our social, as well as our economic, recon-
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struction. In our circumstances every family that is kept
in industry, no matter how small, put on the land, or helped
to remain on the land, is a national asset of prlme impor-
tance.

These views and recommendations on National Economy
are merely suggestive. There are a great many others.
The main object/ is, to show that our present National
Economic System is at fault ; that our course is towards
defeat ; that it cannot lead in any other direction while
our present systems last ; and in general terms to indicate
how our economic system might. be rectified.

To sum up, bearing all these points in mind, and many
other vital ones which have been omitted, the only National
~ Economic Policy by which we can maintain ourselves
successfully, and progress healthfully, in present world
circumstances, is :

(1) To pnoduce everythmg that our people require,
and that we can produce efﬁolently, irrespective
of world prices.

- (2) To economise, to avoid waste, to live within our
means, and to prevent extravagance and wanton
luxuries, amongst any section of the community.
The State has a right, according to Christian
Teachmg, to insist that this is carried out for the
common good. The three great Popes of our time,
who have dealt extensively with this subject,

; Leo XIII, Pius XI, and the reigning Pope, Pius

. XII, have all emphas1sed the right of the State to
act thus They have denied that the right to
acquire, to hold, or to use property is absolute
or unconditional.

(3) To control our Finance and our Credit.

(4) To build up a national shlppmg fleet.

(5) To develop our natural resources to the full, R

(6) To inculcate and maintain in our people through
our Educational System, and otherwise, a truly
Christian, national, co-operative spirit and to
develop as one 1nseparable whole ‘all the essential
features of our civilisation, spiritual, cultural and
material, '
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Common sense, of course, must be exerecised in all these
things ; we could, for instance, produce oranges under
glass, but no person would suggest that we should competo
with the world in the production of this crop. There are
many other things such as tea, or specialised industrial
plant and products, which we cannot produce.  This,
however, is only a further reason why we should produce
all the things that we require, and can produce efficiently
at home.

In an economic system on the lines, and in the spivit
outlined here, and as part of a comprehensive National
Recovery Plan, can be founded Agricultural and Indus-
trial stability, and also the primary objective of all organi-
sation—the building up of the nation itself, in practioal
accordance with the Law of Christ.

}

CHAPTER V

National Games and Pastimes and National Action

\

Like most other features of our way of life physical
culture, games and pastimes, in this country, have become
nationally very confused. Foreign games and pastimes
constitute a serious source of national disunion, particularly
among young people. If we are sincere about our
national recovery, national pastimes must be effectively
utilised as part of our National Plan. ‘

National games and pastimes are those which l‘m\:u been
developed in association with national characteristics and
traditions. Cricket and Rugby football, for e.\:ample, }m\‘c
pronouncedly British associations; Baseball is Amgm‘mn,
and Hurling, Handball and Gaelic Football are definitely
Irish., Jazz is a Negro production, while Irish dancing is
traditionally Gaelic. " 5 ko
~ Whether Hurling and Gaelic Football originated in this
country or not is beside the point. Both games have been
fostered and developed in Ireland for generations: they
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aro, thoroforo, truly national, and have not been advanced
as national| gnmos in any other country.

In thoir own placo, games and pastimes are necessary
for mnational woll-being. Nations which are strong
and vigorous rocogniso and utilise national games and pas-
timos for national advance. In England, for example,
national gainos aro rocognised as being of supreme impor-
tanco. It is, in faot, difficult to visualise a country which
maintains o high standard of cultural and economic devel-
opmont whero gamos do not play an important part. A
people, on tho other hand, who are degenerating or weaken-
ing in national fibre, tend to discard their own character-
istics, and to laud and imitate those of the foreigner.
To assort, as the promoters of foreign games and pastimes
in Ireland often do, that one form of athletics or dancing
is as good for a people as another, or that an oval ball
is as good as a round one, is tantamount to saying that
one flag has the same significance as another because they
are made from the same kind-of cloth. In either case it
is not the things themselves that are of national importance
but the traditions and associations for which they ordinarily
stand., "Where foreign games remain shrouded in foreign
associations, as they do substantially here, they will
" certainly help to bring about national disunion and reverse.
The playing of foreign games brings with it the reading of
particular foreign papers—corroding sources of national
and social weakness, \

The secret of any small nation’s success in the world
to-day can be gauged by her dogged attachment to her own -
civilisation, The greatest secret of our national failure
has been our dogged tendency to do the opposite, It
is one of the few things about which a section of our
_ people has shown determination. Such. persons take every

opportunity to prove that there is nothing in a particular
‘national characteristic which they want to discard, that

it is not an important part of Irish Nationality, or they
question the fact that it is Irish at all. This attitude is
considered as proof of broadmindedness and sportsmanship.
Many “ broadminded ” people decry Irish music because




NATIONAL GAMES AND PASTIMES AND NATIONAL ACTioN 111

its range for them is too restricted, yot the very same
people accept jazz as all-satisfying.

Gaelic Football and Hurling have been played in England
for half a century, by Irish settlers there, yet no English
Club or College has ever. adopted either game. This is,
without any question, solely on the grounds that they are
not English. The merits of the games are not in dispute,
but rather the tradition and spirit that are attached to
them. They recognise this, and so their boycott of hurling
and Gaelic football is complete. Moreover, they are not

‘accused by the sporting, cosmopolitan Irish of being
narrow-minded or unsportsmanlike because they do so.

In a 'country which is fighting a life or death sm'llgglq
against foreign characteristics and associations that have
eaten into every fibre, “ men ” said MacSwiney, ‘ must
be more insistent to watch every little defect and weak
tendency .

Development of the mind without corresponding dis-
ciplined development of the body is not educationally
sound. The playing and encouragement of games, there-
fore, should be laid down as part of the official programme
of schools and colleges. It should also be established,
without question, that these games and pastimes are
national. Steps should be taken to see that this section
of the programme is being carried out, as a practical, and
very important section of National Recovery. If examina-
tion requirements cramp, crush or restrict the normal
practice of games from' the. éurriculum at any period of
the year, then such requirements are excessive and are
not in the best interests of well-balanced education.

Dancing is a universal, and, of course, a legitimate
form of amusement. Forms of so-called dancing, not in
conformity with either Christian or Irish standards, have
come into this country from abroad in recent years. These
negroid imitations, and their many undesirable associations,
like an epidernic out of hand, have ranfified through every
corner of the Country. Foreign fashion and snobbery have
adopted them. It will take Napional Fashion, backed by
National Spirit, to drive them out.

Irish dances are modest, graceful, stylish and distinect,
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It is a fundamental characteristic of Irish dancing that
the nearest approach to contiguity is the joining of partly
out-stretched hands. They should secure universal clerical
and parental support.

A practical objection often advanced by staid people
against Irish dances is that, for them, the majority of
Irish dances are strenuous. There appear to be reasonable
grounds for this objection, and we should set ourselves
the task of establishing some dances that will adequately
weel this requirement.  We must develop Irish dancing,
on traditional lines, as we go along.

In most rural districts there is no social meeting place
for young people, except the idle cross roads by day and
the jazz hall by night. The demoralising influences of
this condition do not appear to be fully recognised by
parents and other responsible people.

It must be a duty of Parish Councils to provide sports
fields, handball alleys, swimming pools and parish halls,
not only for each parish but for each large district of a
parish that requires them. Suitable meeting places of
this kind for young people are absolutely essential, where
informal, as well as organised pastimes, can be practised.

Parish halls should be the property of the parish. They
must be controlled by responsible parish committees and
utilised for cultural as well as recreative purposes.

Every nation, in a state of war or emergency, if it has
any cohesion, strives to unite. We are in as serious a state of
national peril now as a country which is actually at war.
Our people and our substance are being wasted from within
by other, and equally devouring, causes, which threaten
our very existence. National unity must be as complete
and unrelenting as the forces of the national mischief it
is called upon to destroy. If we are in earnest we shall
succeed. If we are not in earnest we need not try. Aliens,
“and those who are opposed to what is becoming once again
“The Hidden Ireland ”, are coming gradually into full and
open control. Will the Irish people allow this to proceed ?
Will they go back again fo bondage of another, and more
nationally destructive, kind, or will they assert themselves,
and justify their own past and their own future ?
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CHAPTER VI

The Civil Service and National Action

Like all our other nationzl systems, the present Civil
Service System was inherited from the English Government,
twenty years ago. Like them it was nationslly unsound.

Under the British Government, in this country, the
administration of Departments of Stzate, and Sectionz of
Departments, was almost entirely in the hands of clerks ;
that is, of persons usually possessing no technical quali-
fications, and, in most cases, with little or no practical
knowledge of the country, or of its industries. This system
has been continued practically as it was handed over.
Clerical officials are still placed in almost all administrative
posts. There are technical advisers, no doubt, in some
Departments, but they are ordinarily subordinated to
administering clerks. These clericzl officizls, after being
“advised ”, often give decisions on matters about which
they do not, and cannot be expected to know much—
except on paper. No business concern, in this or any other
country, is run on these lines. If it were so run it would
probably go bankrupt in a short time.

It is not an uncommon occurrence to find a clerical
official, who may have very little practical knowledge of 2

- particular business, or the circumstances surrounding it,

advising a Minister who may have little or no practical
knowledge of it either. Neither is it uncommon to find
some officials overburdened with work, while others are
not sufficiently occupied. It is a well-known peculiarity of
the Civil Service system that the expenditure of five or ten
shillings demands much more elaborate scrutiny than the
spending of five or ten thousand pounds. Once the bigger
Bum is sanctioned, its ing is a matter of routine.
Another peculiarity of the system is that Civil Servants are
Practically debarred from taking an active part in the
public life of the country. To all intents and purposes,

.

i
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tho Civil Servant is disfranchised exeept that he is allowed
o vobo. 11 tho author of this book were o Civil Servant,
for oxnmplo, and if ho published even one of the essays
comprising it over hig namo, ho would render himself
linblo to dimmissnl, What o System | All thig tends to stul-
bify tho Civil Servant’s outlook on public affairs, and to
narrow and wurp his whole character, ' )

In the Civil Servico the application of ordinary humanity
is not oncournged. Official regulations take no gpecial
count of difficult human circumstonces. In this way, most
oxtraordinary and inexplicable things arc perpetrated in
tho blind and rigid pursuit of rules. In the Civil Service
also, originality, business alertness, the desire to save time
and oxpondituro, pho taking of decisions based on practical
common sonso, or on the facts of the particular case in
~point, aro not only discouraged but might be penalised.

Cnsos could bo cited in which Civil Servants have been
officially reprimanded for advocating constructive recom-
mendations. 1t is much easier and safer, in these circum-
stances, to follow the safe and stagnant track, and to shake
the warning fingor of caution against any courageous
change. A capable officer sees early in life that in order
to advance he must stick closely to the rules, take no
chances, offer no unorthodox suggestions, and, above all
things, watch details with an eagle eye. He must put even
the most insignificant things on paper and learn to agree,
or at loast simulate agreement, with his superior. This is
why Civil Servants make obscure regulations, stick to them
moticulously, have literally myriads of forms, ask many
quostions, shirk decisiong, and meet all advances, even
tho most reasonable ones‘f with the ever ready, non-com-
mittal answer—The rule is there. .

This condition is on & parallel with our estimates and
values in educational and other directions. In our systems,
faots, the things of life and practical training play second
fiddle. / A technical adviser, after spending years of his
life acquiring, practical knowledge and experience, has
usually to defend proposals, reports and recommendations
against all kinds of senseless queries ahd objections. In
the circumstances, the technical adviser finds, in time,



NATIONAL POPULATION AND NATIONAL ACTION 115

et

t it pays to be cute and careful too, and keep to the
ten track. If he does not do so, his official lif
a
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& ¢ will not,
bed of roses. Cuteness and caution are the Civil
ervice keys which will open many doors,

When the various Government Departments were re-
stablished twenty years ago, it was laid down that all
proposed expenditure should be submitted for approval to
he Ministry of Finance. This was apparently intended as

check on extravagance. Certain sums are voted by the

Dail every year, for the running of each Department under
various headings, based on estimates. The Ministry of
Finance must then give sanction for detailed Spo.m'iimr.
Bui the Departiment of Finance is not provided with
Technical Advisers to ascertain whether g particular ex-
penditure is justified or not. Ordinarily then this Depart-
ment, by various questioning, with-holding and so on,
Eeeps down expenditure ad hoc.

It must not be assumed from this that Civil Servants
are either slow or inefficient. They are, as a rule, highly
competent to carry out a static policy according to rigid
end static rules. Any other set of intelligent persons,
similarly placed, would probably do the same. It is not
the Civil Servants who are responsible but this extraordinary
system in which they are compelled to work.

Immediately a crisis arises in which advancing decisions
have to be made, or that any progressive action is attempted,
this whole system is liable to break down. How could
a2 couniry progress in such circumstances ¢ How could
great, broad; courageous, national action be embarked
upon within such hide-bound regulations, and by machinery
which was deliberately made and shaped to prevent
advancement ?

The obvious remedy for the present very expensive, and
very inefficient system, is, to put competent persons who
understand the business in hand in administrative charge ;
Ppersons who can meet the publie, give decisions based on
the facts and on their own initiative, rather than by rule
and on the advice of others, and who will assume personal
Tesponsibility for the decisions they make, without falling
back on precedents and water-tight regulations: To meet

%

VAR

i

e b

vl




116 NATIONAL ACTION

this situation where necessary technically and otherwise
suitably qualified persons of any age should be tzken into
the Civil Service.

In any business concern the clerical staff carries out
the decisions of practically and technically qualified
administrators. The same common sense principle should
rule the biggest and most important business concern in
the country—the efficient management of the business
of the State.

Any Government that is attempting to carry out a
fixed objective policy, with thoroughness and efficiency,
will place in key positions in Government Departments,
persops who will sincerely endorse the National Policy,
and who will see that that policy is carried out in the
spirit as well as in the letter. Unsympathetic officials,

laced in responsible positions, can vitiate almost any
aspect of Government policy by various means and omis-
sions, which are well known in the service, and which
cannot be easily detected.

- There are at present some 27,000 Civil Servants in the

twenty-six county area of this country, costing over
£5.000,000 annually. In a revised, common sense system,
this number could be reduced by many thousands, and
much more useful service obtained from the remainder.
This can only be carried out as part of a great National
Reconstruction Plan, in which adequate employment for
those redundant would automatically arise.
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- CHAPTER VII

National Population and National Action

The estimated population of the twenty-six counties of
Ireland now controlled by the Irish Government, in 1940, -
was 2,958,000. The estimated population of the same area
in 1920 was 3,103,000. To go back further still the popula-
tion of the same twenty-six counties in 1850 was over
5,000,000. The estimated population of the whole of
Ireland in 1940 was 4,254,000, as compared with that of
4,485,000 in 1920. _

It will be noted that the fall in population in the six-
county area during the past twenty years is even relatively
greater than that in the twenty-six counties. Emigration
and steadily falling numbers of marriages, births and
school-going children, in both areas, predict the same dismal
trend in the future. |

Falling total population is only part of the tragic story..
There is a steady trend of population, all the time, from
rural areas to the towns. Since 1926 Dublin and environs
alone have absorbed over 70,000 people from the country
parts of Ireland. It is in rural Ireland, in fact, that the
steady decline in the absolute population of tHe country
is taking place. -

From any point of view that it is examined this is,
nationally speaking, a very serious §1tuat19n. In a poor,
barren country, where it would be 1mp0§51ble to plzoduqe
adequate food and clothing for a growing population, it
would be explainable. In a country like ours, teeming with
healthy food, suitable clothing materials, and other national
essentials, with natural facilities for the production of at
least two or three times as much food and clothing again,
and with a good climate, the explanation of our falling
population must be sought for elsewhere.
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Tho cause, or rather the combined causes, are deep and
maony-sided, These are becoming widespread and more
deep-roovted from year to year. If this nationzal calamity
is not practically grappled with soon, and if its many
causes and consequences are allowed to go on unchecked,
we are well on the way to becoming in a few decades the
most sad and terrifying spectacle of all—a dying people
in our own Land. It is sad to see families with grand tradi-
tions dying out. It isalso terrifying, because this is opposed
to a universal command of God— Increase and multiply
until the earth is filled ”. Viewed in this way, the greatest
Christian test, and therefore the greatest universal test of
the success and virility of a nation, is not that it should -
over-run, rob and murder its neighbours, but that its
normal population should be maintained at home, and
should increase as the natural and other resources of the
country permit.

If our present falling population rate continues for long
one can easily visualise a stronger and more vigorous
people seizing this excuse to come in, and simply take a
land lying in natural default for want of an adequate
native population. This is taking place at present on a
small scale, but if we don’t wake up, what of the future ?
This has happened before in the world, in other circum-
stances, in other lands. I know of no country where it is
happening to-day except in our own. The native popula-
tions of several countries are being crushed out by people
who have taken their countries from them. This is a
different story from that of a people, in their own land,
not seriously hampered from outside, or by economic or
other insurmountable causes from within, slowly but
surely dwindling away. The partition of our country,
perpetrated and maintained by England, weakening and
dividing though it is, cannot be held mainly or primarily
responsible for this national condition. |

The direct and immediate causes of our falling population
are, fewer marriages, late marriages, small families and

emigration. The basic cause of all this is economic. In fact,
a falling marriage rate is, in itself, a direct indication of
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an unsonnd economie system,  Along tho west of Ireland,
where the last remmant of the Trish language, folk culture
and tmdition, i their native sotting,’ are tenaciously
elinging torexistence, seventy-five por cont. of the marriage-
able young people are unablo to sottlo down because of
eaaunamie eanses,  What alien frightfulnoss failed to accom-
plish, complacent inefiiciency may finally complete. .

.‘th:\‘\‘v young men and women are prepared to work, to
arganise, to sufter, and even to lay down their lives for their
cowntry, but no young people, with normal energy and

ambition, can be expected to stagnate perpetually in
enforced and barren idleness.

The basic remedy for our falling population is wrapped
up In the political, economie, educational and other reforms
outlined in NATIONAL ACTION. Itis for the young men
and women of Ireland to decide if the present national man-

slaughter is to continue, or if they will organise and use -

the legitimate, God-given means—outlined in NATIONAL
ACTION—to prevent it. !

It must not be assumed that economic. rectification
alone will solve this question. Some of the wealthiest
countries in the world have falling populations: not
because of economic stringency but from deliberate viola-
tion of the law of Christ. The most race-ravaging and
insidious world cause of small families, or no families,
to-day, is race suicide, or immoral birth control. - This
national blight, State-encouraged in several countries, has
already, in our own time, brought some of the greatest
and proudest nations on earth to their knees. The plague
is spreading. In a non-organised country like ours, prone
~ to imitate, it would be too much to hope that we should
escape entirely from this race-rotting iniquity. It is vigor-
ously, but rather single-handedly opposed by the Catholic
Church. This evil cannot be stamped out by the Church
alone. The Church’s efforts must be equally and positively.
supported by the State. Neither half-measures, res.traint,-
“kid gloves ” nor political caution will avail against it.
First offence warnings and petty fines for traffickers must

S rss A
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bo roplaced, without mitigation, by penal servitude, expul-
sion of alions, and tho lash. -y

Tho moro gonoral causes of small families in Ireland are
natural eausos.  In many cases, these are possibly brought
about by tho roduced physical vigour of our people, result-
ing from dofootive oducation, false social standards, foolish
fashions, and malnutrition. Malnutrition is possibly
as  provalont amongst the well-to-do, from faulty
dioting, as it is through low dieting amongst the poor.
Economio caution and fear of economic difficulties in the
upbringing and future of children, play a prominent part
also. Apart from economic causes the whole environment,
outlook and trend in modern world civilisation favour
and oncourage late marriages, smaller families and bache-
lor life.  Imported films portraying sterile married
lifo, a groat proportion of the lighter literature in the
English language, pagan, so-called hygienic teaching from
abroad, and various other forms of publicity and propa-
ganda, all combine to undermine the traditional family
life of this and other Christian countries and communities.

The custom, fashion, or national affliction of late mar-
riages and bachelorhood has become widely established in
both town and country. The average age at which Irish
people marry in their own land is the highest in Europe,
possibly in the world. The proportion of unmarried persons
of marriageable age is also one of the highest in the world.
The chief causes of late marriage and celibacy in Ireland,
outside of economic ones, are custom, parental influence,
particularly in rural areas, selfishness, physical inferiority,
and undue caution. Summed up, it is want of manly and
womanly faith and courage on the part of young people,
who are in a position to marry, to face responsibilities
which are demanded by God and required by the nation.

The remedy for this condition must be tackled in a well-
organised way by Church and State combined. As with
other of our national problems, neither Church nor State
can suceeed alone ; both in close and energetic’ collabora-
tion can. Like our other national problems the cure must
lie within, and as part of, a great all-embracing National
Recovery Plan. There is no use in continuing the nationally



NATIONAL POPULATION AND NATIONAT, ACTION 121

futile process of the past hundred years by which great
numbers of healthy children were reared ‘and educated
for emigration. A normal country from which excessive
emigration—seasonal or otherwise—is takin g place is
obviously, without question, in an unhealthy condition,
One of the chief crimes cited against the misgovernment;
of this country by England was that great numbers of
Irish people had to emigrate. Under the Party Political
System, during the past twenty years, apart from the
appalling emigration rate at present, emigration has been
relatively as great as during any corresponding period,
except after the “famine ” years, of the past century.

From a purely economic point of view, it has heen
estimated that it costs, on an average, £1,000 to rear and
educate a person to manhood or womanhood. Kach person
who emigrates is consequently a direct economic loss to
the nation, apart from the ofher and more serious forms
of loss that emigration of our basic population entails.

During the year ended September 30th, 1941, travel
permits were issued to 27,401 persons leaving the twenty-
six county area of this country to take up employment
elsewhere ; while in the corresponding year ending Sep-
tember 30th, 1942, travel permits were issued to 50,821

persons. A total of 63,951 able-bodied males and 14,271

able-bodied females left this part of the country in those
two years. Out of a falling population of less than three
millions, in the twenty-six counties, this is a staggering
proportion. Nothing at all like it is taking place in any
other country in the world. It is the most damning and
conclusive judgment 4gainst our present public systems

that could possibly be propounded. The/time for discus- |

sion, argument and disunity is past. The very existgnce
of the nation calls for urgent and united National Action.
This country should have at least two or three times
its present population. Properly organised, it _could
support them in healthier, happier, and more vigorous
condition than that in which it maintains its dwindling
four and a quarter millions in the whole of Ireland to-day.
Many practical suggestions might be advanced for the
building up of our population by the encouragement of

3
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d 80 on, as

marriages, earlier marriages, largor families and s N
Retterating

part of a great nation-building campaign. ‘
that full and efficient employment, resulting  from  the
practical effects of re-organised systoms, is tho basic romedy:
here are a few subsidiary ways and moans thoro aroe
dozens of others about which wo need not trouble at the
moment. These are merely oxamploes. .

(1) The Church might undertake a nation-wide, far-
reaching spiritual drive. ~ Pamphlots might b
prepared and distributed, missionary \\*Qrk}u:ghf;
stress it, and local parish clorgy might still further

encourage marriago.
(2) Parish Councils should take an active part in this
work.

(3) The rate of income tax relief for families should
be generous and progressive. The income tax
regulation by which parents get only the same
income tax relief for the sixth or eighth as for the
first child is wrong. The more children there are
in a family the more rolatively expensive each
extra child becomes. Strain on the parents’ income
becomes progressively .greater also. Income tax
relief for the sixth and eighth child should be
several times greater than that for the first. From
1922 to 1931 the income tax relief in this country
for the first child was £36 and for each succeeding
/child £27. In principle this was entirely wrong.
For the past two years the rolief for each child,
including the first, is £60. While being a great
improvement from the population point of view,
this is wrong also. The relief for the first child
might be reduced to £10 or £20 and the relief for
each succeeding child progressively increased.

(4) Bachelors should be heavily taxed in various ways,
and the basic income tax on bachelors should be
very steeply graded.

(5) Alabourer, who is a bachelor, should not be allowed
to occupy a County Council or Corporation cottage
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for which parents of families are contribubing por-
& 2

tion of the cost.

} A bachelor should not be allowed to buy houses

3 *

or lands beyond a certain money’s worth, or with-
out contributing a very steeply graded sum in
taxes.,

A bachelor who helds land should be compelled
to let all of it, above a fixed proportion of arable
Iand. There are, at present, thousands of elderly
bachelors holding extensive tracts of the best land

“In the country. This condition must be gradually

(8)

)

but steadily eliminated. Elderly bachelors have
no moral, national or economice right to monopolise
large tracts of national land while all around them
children of poorer people are undernourished.
They should be compelled to let such land, at a
reasonable rate, to labourers and small farmers
with families, for the production of crops and milk.

It may be said that these suggestions are severe
and interfere unduly with the individual and vested
rights. The maintenance of the race, in our condi-
tion, demands severe measures. The right of the
nation to live is more important than the property
rights of bachelors,

Young people in every walk of life must be en-
couraged and facilitated to marry at the natural
age for marriage. If they don’t do so, they should
be economically penalised. This must be a basic
factor of a National Recovery Plan.

The most serious hindrances to early marriage in
country districts are: -

(@) refusal of parents to give permission to
their child who is to succeed them in the home,
to marry at a normal age. -

(b) Delaying marriage of the eldest son until the
house is cleared, that is, until the other children -
have left. This, of course, is also largely economie.

" Parish Councils backed by special State loans
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would help considerably to solve many of these
cases. : ‘

(10) Wives of well-to-do men should be debarred from
holding or obtaining remunerative public positions,
and both men and women should be, as far as
practicable, confined to occupations for which they
are naturally and otherwise suitable. It is nation-
ally wrong to see mothers of families working
while their husbands are idle, but economic pros-
perity is the final cure.

(11) The State should compel industrial firms to favour
‘married men in employment, as part return to the
nation for protection and other forms of help.

(12) A_comprehensive scheme.of family allowances for
~ wage earners with large families must be organised
under a revised economic system. Recent family
"legislation in Spain, Portugal, Italy, Argentine
and Brazil—all Catholic countries—embraces many
benefits and protections for large families. These
include special privileges regarding education, tax-
ation, travel and holidays, special unemployment
benefits, marriage and other allowances, and pro-
tection of mothers. Repayment of loans is miti-
gated in proportion to the size of the family.

In like manner with us, early marriage and large families
must be practically championed by Church and State com-
bined. It will require the whole-hearted co-operation of
the people and of public bodies of all kinds. This co-opera-
tion must be demanded and organised, for the simple
reason that it is urgently required for the maintenance
and Christian progress of the nation.

The land of this country is capable of holding a direct
farmer-labourer population of two or three million people
more than it holds at present. Take our.ten or twelve
million acres of arable land, and the millions of acres of
land that are capable of reclamation by proper large-scale
treatment ; divide this into, say, three classes: rich, medium
and poor. It will be found from statistical returns and
general observation that .the populations supported by
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these three classes of land are directly opposed to all the
laws of national, economic and social order. The poor land
supports the greatest population and the rich the least.

In our present eircumstances it is correct to say that the
land of this country cannot hold any more people. As a
matter of fact it is steadily continuing to hold less. But
are we prepared to allow these defeatist conditions to
continue ! Are we prepared to allow national ineptitude,
sterility and anti-national vested interests to despoil the
Irish nation ! Are we prepared to allow the lands, the
water-ways and the seas of Ireland to fall into decay, and
finally into foreign hands, while the remnant of our race
steals to the ends of the earth for sustenance denied it at
home ?

We have shown supreme courage against oppression
and invasion, but moral, political, social, educational and
economic forms of courage are called for now. Surely the
Irish nation, that has survived such terrible trials in the
past, has a greater destiny for God and mankind than our
present picture holds ? The answer lies with ourselves.

CONCLUSION

There are a great many other practical aspects of National
Recovery, such as our Social System, that might be dis-
cussed. I believe, however, that all the factors which have -
been introduced are sufficient to indicate a comprehensive,
practical line.of National Action.

The social system of a country, for example, is chiefly
the product of its other systems. There is no use in merely

iscussing our present social system, with its many faults,
and undesirable tendencies, while we retain the source
from which its weaknesses mainly spring. We must tackle
first things first,
__It may be advanced that all these proposals are too
idealistic for a practical world. It is the abandonment of
idealism in the past twenty years, through the instrumen-
tality of false systems and false social standards, that has

|
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brought this country to its present impasse. Materalism.
individualism and cynicism have oceupied the vaid which
was loft when tho idealism of DPearse, MaoSwiney and
thoir liko was driven out. It is only an idealistic plan,

provided it has practicability and commaon sense 10 Tecom-
3 "5_\‘-\~-: S0

mend it, that can or will save us now from otherwise
inevitable defeat.
If wo have the national spirit, courage, will, aith,

sincerity and porseverance, to put a National Plan of this

kind into practice, the details will follow in dwe course,
. A . . . a & ~ CNN N
our national faith will be justified and our nation Wil ave
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and grow and prosper as a practising Christian naton
should.

Books without number have been written on practieally
every feature of every subject that has been merely touchad
on here, so that destructive critics will have an open Sid.
My aim, as stated in the beginuing, is not to hurt or afend
anyone, but to present the framework of & practiaa
which may save our country in its slithering, alwles
course towards the unknown, and again, in the name of
God and of Ireland, I call on educated, intelligent, young
Irish men and women to join together in this graat, glotiows
task—to save our People, our Culture and our Land.

<
1. Plan
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