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has become for us a very necessity of our daily lives, was either utterly
unknown, or was enjoyed as a luxury, rarely and with extreme diffi-
culty to be obtained.

INAUGURATION
OF

CATHAL CROBHDHEARG O'CONOR,
KING OF CONNAUGHT.

TRANSLATED BY MR. JOHN O'DALY, WITH NOTES BY JOHN O’'DONOVAN, ESQ.,
LL.D.,, M.R.LA.

TaE following tract, on the inauguration of Cathal Crobhdhearg (the
red-handed) O’Conor, last king of Connaught, was written by Donogh
Bacach (the lame), son of Tanaidhe O’Maelconaire, who was present
at the ceremony, and whose privilege it was to place the royal rod in
the hands of the king, when he assumed the sovereignty of Connaught.
I made the copy from a manuscript written by Eoghan O’Keeffe,! a
celebrated Munster poet and scribe in the year 1684, which is the
only copy I ever met with.

Eoghan O’Keeffe, the transcriber, was born at Glenville, in the
county of Cork, in the year 1656, and died, parish priest of Doneraile,
in 1720. He wrote several excellent poems, on national events, in his
native tongue—one of which, on the defeat of the Irish at the battle
of Aughrim, where St. Ruth’s jealousy of the Irish officers caused
the destruction of James’ last army, is in my collection, and begins
thus :—

“2n d-trearzan-ne an Cacsnum, oo ol Crbin,
’S cajlleamarn an macaine 0o’n donz céaona;
Feanannar na n-dallacon & z-cnjé Fhédlym,
CTuz realad me 340 rearzajneacc an bemn rlérbe.”
“The slaughter of Heber’s race on Aughrim’s plain,
And the loss of the battle-field by the same,

The inheritance of the Stranger in Felim’s land,
Has left me awhile, comfortless, on a mountain side.”

I have made copies of almost all his compositions from the originals,
some of which are in the Hudson collection, in the Royal Irish
Academy, while others have been carried to a foreign land.

To Dr. O’Donovan’s kindness the reader is indebted for the valu-
able notes which accompany the text.

! For a further account of Eoghan Poets and Poetry of Munster, second
O’Keeffe and his brother bards, see my edition, p. 38.
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cUAD ABUS TONMHUS
CHATHAJL CHROJBYDYEIRS §-j CHONCHUBHAJR,
Ri5h CONNEUCHT.

Anno Pomini, 1224. Catal Crobdeans mac Tojdealbars
mdyn h-) Choncabain o'gazail barr, eadon, 11jz Convacec; an dune
ba md ZpM azur ean-fuait ant 3a¢ leat o p-Sumn. Dupne ar md
20 11 d0 ¢neacarb azur oo lojrzeb an Jhalla azur an Jhaodeala
oo bjor 1o 45415, Dupne ar cpdda aZur At 4|NONEANOA NE h-ear-
canolb ctamead njam.  Dume ar md bo no-dall, no-manb, azur
no-rmaccad oo meéqnleacard azur o'earcaipoib.  Pupe bfeanpn
it azur ragme tagnz vo njozab Sineann mam.  Dane ar md do
to541b vo ceampallalq azur o hamroneacab azur vo EéMTjoNd-
bla) cipnce ap aymr o beata & Dune ar md Do NS-farard do
boctarb azur vo djt-leanaib PDe &, uym byad, uym adac, azur uym
50C earbard Faojalca bo by onpa, 1na €135 £em.  Dupne ar md an
o1bryd Dya 74¢ MAfE o agmrin rem & p-Syny &. Duyne umortpa
o4 o-tuz Dya mear, clar, azur 10mad Face Tofad ne a lipn. Dujne
AT Zeanamnarde azur ot eanamla ne zaé aon 1o bj ne o Yo ey
é. Dune umonpo 10 congath & peyn an aon mnaoy poros azur Do
conzab connciononr maj azur reabdacc Tap ér 4 mna poroa
o'mieacc azur ofazall barr uad zup ba manb e rem.  Dapme
véancac, deircnioead, o o-tuat azur & n-&azlarr &. Pume crum,
ceannalr, alzean ne mpab; prall, pamreans, popb-gajlcesc ne
tileadarb azur ne h-aoir zaca céynove, an ceanna, 1o bj amuyl, 16
tinseallad o bejt vo nen leaban o m-bealath naom azur jonaon.
Due ar Md b4 b-tuz Dy Jomad ta1dbry azur uacbair a z-catarb
azZur 4 Z-cruad-coinntrzleddarb, azur né feop Dia &; azur v
mic oo faoilead T, F15ead 10 cotars azur 110 To5a1b Dia ar Fac
dojZnung &. PDuine Tpean 6 lact o Bu]me e. PDume do CaT o
flajtearnar 30 pon-tnean peanamarl e, PDuyne do bejnead 4 vljze
remn o'eazlarr De & Pupe rjonaonda, rornzlide, conarl, cparb-
tead, ceanic-brieatac & Due na 1o rmusimesd peall na gronzarll
ron nead 1t an doman fie h-uaban earaonta nd rejnze nyam &; zo
b-puan bar jon-molca 1an m-buad onzte azur atpjze. Tuiz a
leaztorn zup ab & Catal Cappac O'Concibain vo bj 43 zlejc ra
ceannar na cdyze 11v Chonnace e Catal Crobdeans, azur zo no-
bavar Jaqll 1na ba namn a3 cipojuzed leo rop 4 leat, eadon,
Seaan ve Cupra le Catal Crobdeans; azur Uilham mac Aloerl-
meql le Catal Cappac.

05 mac Catal Crojbdeinz o Fabal pjojacc Comnact jan
m-bar o atap. Weic Hugo de Lacy vo teact o p-&jpymn do 1hij-
tojl 11j5 Sacran ap bliadamm rn; popbairy cozard azur fornfarn
o'par & p-&yon pe Yy va mejc 1w Hugo de Lacy, an 3hslla
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THE LIFE AND TIMES OF

CATHAL, THE RED-HANDED O’CONOR,
KING OF CONNAUGHT.

Annio Bomini, 1224. Cathal Crobhdhearg, son of Turlogh
Mor O’Conor, king of Connaught, died. He was a man calculated
to strike fear and dread more than any other Irishman of his day ;
he was a man who burned the greatest number of homesteads, and
took the greatest number of preys from both the English and Irish
who opposed him; he was the most valorous and undaunted man
in opposing his enemies that ever lived. It was he who blinded,
killed, and subdued the greatest number of rebels and enemies. He
was the most gentle and peaceable of all the kings that ever reigned
in Ireland. It was he who founded and endowed the largest number
of churches and monasteries, and established permanent congregations,
of any of his contemporaries. He was a supporter of the poor and
humble people of God with food, raiment, and all other necessaries
of life, in his own palace. He was the man above all men whom
God endowed with the greatest benignity, and on whom He bestowed
prosperity, plenty, and abundant crops during his reign. He was,
without exception, of all his contemporaries, the man who won for
himself the character of purity of mind and amiability towards all
persons. He was, indeed, a man who remained contented with his
lawful wife, and who, after her demise, observed the strictest conti-
nence until the day of his own death. He was a charitable discreet
man towards laymen as well as ecclesiastics ; he was mild, respectful,
and tender towards females; liberal, open-hearted, and friendly to
poets, and all professors of science without distinction; he was the
same person whose existence had been predicted by saints and holy
seers; a man who witnessed the most strange scenes and valour in
course of his battles and conflicts, but God preserved him, yet it was
often feared he would not escape ; God, however, supported him and
delivered him from all his difficulties. He was endowed with courage
since he left the milk of his nurse. He was a man who.sustained his
dignity with a rare degree of bravery and manliness; a man who
never refused to concede her own proper laws to the Church; he was
a just, upright, friendly, Pious, Jjustice-loving man ; a man who never
meditated treachery or injustice against any man, even when provoked
or angry, up to the moment of his universally-lamented death, on
which occasion he received the sacrament of Extreme Unction, after
having done penance for his sins. It is necessary to remark, for the
reader’s information, that Cathal Carrach O’Conor disputed the sove-
reignty of Connaught with Cathal Crobhdhearg ; and that the English
took part in the contention in support of both claimants, viz., John
De Courcy supported Cathal Crobhdhearg, and William Fitzadelm,
Cathal Carrach. 43
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azup ot Jhaordealatb ireann, 16 Zup épzeadvan Jaill Gipeann
M4 D-03015, azur o 1o jonapbrac 1ad zo h-Ullcath zo h-UAod
O'Nejll 11i5 Ojlichs azur Zup no gjondilrec Jall azur Faorderl
€ineann o4 n-jonnraj;d, eadon, Uod mac Catajl Chporbdepz,
15 Covnace; Donncad Canbpreac O'Bmam, nii Tuad-Wharhan ;
Prapmap Cluarac Wac Capncard, 15 Dear-Whamaen; azur
maite €neann, ap Ceans, lele amuie do émeal &d%am azur
Chonajll ; zup puajzead 1ad can mars Wuncepmme 5o Dun-Dealzan,
zun ab any 1n O1anred Zelll azur bpajioe an O'Ngll azur ap
maca1b Hugo de Lacy, 1onur 50 p-deannad 1ic eacopna an tan 1.

Anno Womini, 1224. Capc mwop le Jallah Ejpeann
o 9-Ae-Cliat. Aod mac Chatal Chnojbdeinz oo dul o'1onnrarsd na
ciynce tn;  azur peallad ajn anp, 10 Fo o-camic Willjam
Wanarzael, mac Japla Wanarzal, eadon, o canarp jonmun pem
30 1-a Folnatoe ap lap na cajnce cuze s Zup ug lejr an &1ze6n 4
lan na cipce amac &, jonnur zup cjodlaje jomflan uate é.

Anno Bomini, 1228. Dale Aod mac Cazasl Chyorbdeins,
00 1y corme fie Jallah, eadon, ne h-Willjam Woner mac Sheac-
tne Wornerr, o5 Lataich Chaje-Tuarghyl, zo d-crame Uylljam
Wornerr avy 1m; aZur nj deacard tan Latarch anunn acc ustad
0o Beaz-daoynb, eadon, Copmac Wac Tomalecars, azur Dyapmaro
mac Waznuras, azur Watsathun Wac Wunceancari h-Uy Chop-
cabarn, agur Tady Wac Watiarmma h-U-Chejn, azur Ruaidnj
O'Waoilbpeanupn.  Tanic umopno William Woner azur octap
mancac {f an 3Z-copve. Jr ann 1In umopnpo do cuphnyz Aod an
teall azupr ap meabal vo vead ap o v-A-Clyat; azur vo enzd
Aod an Tap 1d tiaphnzrec va Jaqll, azur vo Cup o desai-lama
an-Uilliam Worner azur vo 1yn bnaza vo lataip de rém azur o
Wharzirom Slepne, azur so Hugo Jamom; azur 1o mapbad
Conrrabla Uta Luan oo latan ann 1m; azur oo cupp Willjam
Wornerr agur on curo erle 0o na Fallajh cap Latare ruar. Ro ba
znjorh trocain vo Chonnaceatb an Zojoh 1m, &adon, mac Sheatrna
oo Fabajl, ot pusinriom o ac azur & mijon, azur bnajzoe Con
nace ule arda, azur ¢ vo Choynacrarb.

Do by Aod, mac Chatajl Chpojbdernz, cejtne bliadna o njo-

3acc Chonnace, athul o vejp Donncad Bacac Wac Tanarde ]
Whaol-conarpe :—

Do bj Rat Chnuacan na 3-cad,
loroaj mime Cacach;

Chejgne bljasna, beant z4an ceqls,
Uz 2Uod, mac Catal Chnobsens.

o5, mac Chatail Chporbdenz, do manbad o’ aon-bujlle vo Zuars
faoqn & 3-Ciaync Sheatrna Wonerr, azur & aza folcad az mnaoy ap
t-roop.  Av pean lajr 16 thanbad &, eadon, Seon Dundinad, do
Crocad ap na anad le Seatrna Wornerr.  Jr cpe fuparhyor rheje



339

Hugh, son of Cathal Crobhdhearg, assumed the sovereignty of
Connaught after the death of his father. The sons of Hugo De Lacy
came into Ireland the same year, contrary to the will of the king of
England. Wars and dissensions arose among the English and Irish,
in consequence of the arrival of these sons of Hugo De Lacy. The
English of Ireland rose up in arms against them, and expelled them
into Ulster, under the protection of Hugh O’Neill, king of Aileach.
The English and Irish who mustered in opposition to them were,
Hugh, son of Cathal Crobhdhearg, kinlg of Connaught, Donogh Cair-
breach O’Brien, king of Thomond, Diarmuid Cluasach (i.e., with
the large ears) Mac Carthy, king of Desmond, and the chief men of
Ireland indiscriminately, except the Cineal Eoghain and Connaill;
and they forced pledges and hostages from Hugh O’Neill and the sons
of Hugo De Lacy, and by that means peace was ratified between them.

Anno MBomini, 1224. A great assembly of the English of
Ireland was held in Dublin. Hugh, son of Cathal Crobhdhearg,
who attended that meeting, was betrayed; but William Marshall,
son of the earl Marshall, his bosom friend, with a strong body of forces,
entered the assembly, rescued him from amidst the multitude, and
restored him to liberty.

Anno BWomini, 1228. Hugh, son of Cathal Crobhdhearg,
agreed to meet the English in a conference, namely, William, son of
Geoffry Morris, at Lathach of Caichtuaithbhil'. William Morris at-
tended there, but did not cross the Lathach. He (Hugh) brought a
few of his chief men along with him, namely, Cormac Mac Tomalty,
Diarmuid Mac Manus, Mahon, son of Muircheartach O’Conor, Teige,
son of Mahon O’Ceirin, and Rudhraidhe O’Maelbhreanuin [O’Mul-
renin.] William Morris, accompanied by eight horsemen, came for-
ward to meet them. At that moment Hugh recollected the bad faith
and treachery practised against him in Dublin, and as soon as the
English alighted, having seized William Morris in his robust arms,
made him prisoner that instant, together with Master Sliney and Hugo
Gardin. The constable of Athlone was slain on that occasion; and
William Morris and the rest of the English were sent across the
Lathach or slough. The capture of the son of Geoffrey proved to
be an advantageous event to Connaught; for he wrested from them
his son, daughter, and other prisoners belonging to Connaught, that
were in their custody, together with a peace for the Connaughtmen.

Hugh, son of Cathal Crobhdhearg, reigned four years over the pro-
vince of Connaught, as Donogh Bacach, son of Tanaidhe O’Mael-

conaire records :—
“ Rath Crnaghan of the battles,
The habitation of [Meave] the daughter of Eochaidh ;
Was four years, without deception,
Possessed by Hugh, son of Cathal Crobhdhearg.”

! Lathach of Caichtuaithbhbil, i.e., Caich-  town of Athlone,in the parish of St. Peter’s.
tubil’s slough, now Bel-Lathaigh, a town- This lathach so memorable in the local
land and small village on the west side of the traditions, is now dried up.
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Hugo de Lacy ap Wytljam Hojneir, mac 4 Jhjurreir, do nonad an
reall i ap Aod aluypy O’Concibarn, azur o deno anaile zup
ab tne @ad o buail an raon &; Si1 vi nab & »-&1ry aen dume ba
alne, ba bedda, azur ba cnoda, na Aod O’Concabaqtt.

Jr amla)d dleaztan 1ji Covnace bo njoiad, &adon, O'Conci-
ban, athujl 00 1onad o n-alldo, azur amuil 16 dpoarz Pacnare an
la 116 njozaroan Duach FHalac, mac By, mic Gatac Whurze-
meadatn, eadon, 54 Garboz deaz 10 b aza njojad, majlle ne
Pacyaic, azur oliip comanbude na 1-€arboz tm do bet aza
Njozad, dadon, comanba Phacnaic, 6 Ajlgn; comanbe Bhryioe
6 Bhajle Tobain Bhpjzoe; Comanba Dhaconna, 8 Sar Wic
p-@11ic; comanba Bheozard, 6 Ano Canna; comapba Bheanars,
6 Chluam Copbée ; comanba Fhatelipn, 6 Chluan Tuarcine;
commanba Bhpreanuinn, 6 O5deals ; Comanba Cholmarn, 5 2hatied;
comatbe Jralam, 6 Whaz J1alan; comanba arborz Sorell, 6
Lo¢ Salceann; comanba Jhneallajn 5 Chpaoib; coranba Chajllin,
6 Fhiodnach; azur comapba Fhivern, 6 Chluay Cpeama. Dleas-
tam umopyia o4 taojresd deaj il Wuneadars vo bert aza pjozad,
eadon, O Flannazain, O'Waorlbreanuinn, O’ Fronnaccars;—ir 160 rin
act Waz Ojneaccars oo cup led, o Certne njojz-taorrys s—O Flagm,
O Fallathay, OH-Alide, O'Binn, O’Conceanaimn, O')-&151m,
O’'Seacnarars;—Do €675 O'h-G151m azur O'Seacnarari caorrifeacc
o51b pem 6 1jE Connace ;—O0 Tardz ot clony teaslars 1iji Covnace
Do Toojread teailars ;s azur oleaiton oo’y njoinard erle 1m berg aza
Tjoza8, éadon, Thocc Uoda Fhiny, mac Feanzna e Feanzura,

! The lawful form. Connell Mageoghe-
gan tells us how the king of Connaught was
inaugurated in these words :—

“A.D. 1316. Rory O’Connor went to
Carn-Fraoigh, where he was invested King
of Connacht by the fwelve chieftains of
Silemori, twelve Coworbas, and other spi-
ritualls that were accustomed to use the
ceremonies usuall at the time of the In-
vestiture of the King.””—Annals Clon.

2 Ailfinn, now Elphin, in the county of
Roscommon, of which St. Patrick is the
patron.

3 Ballytober (Lajle ctobajn brusve)
i.e. the town of St. Bridget’s well, now
Ballintober, in the county of Roscommon,
where there is an old church and a holy
well dedicated to St. Bridget of Kildare.

4 Dachonna of Eas-mic n-Eire, i.e. St.
Dachonna, son of Erc, patron of Eas-mic-
n-Eire, on the river Boyle, sitnated three-
fourths of a mile west of the town of Boyle,
in the county of Roscommon. The coarb
of this church was O’Flyn, and the placeis
now called Zas-ui- Fhioinn, Anglicé Assylin,
from his name. See Annals of the Four
Masters. Ed.J.0'D., A.D.748,1209, 1222,

5 Ard-Carna, now Ardcarne, situated
four miles due east of Boyle, in the barony
of Boyle, and county of Roscommon. The
patron saint of this place was Beo-Aedh,
i. e. Aidus vivaz,a Bishop, who died in the
year 523. His festival was celebrated there
on the 8th of March, annually. The coarbs
of this saint were the O’Maoilciarains, now
Mulherins.

6 Bearach of Cluain Coirbhthe, i.e. St.
Barry of Clooncorby, This church is now
more usually called Kilbarry, or Termon-
barry, a celebrated church in the Disert or
wilderness of Kinel-Deofa, in the east of the
county Roscommon. His festival was an-
nually celebrated here on the 15th February.
The coarb of St. Barry of this place was
Mac Coilidh, now barbarized Cocks, and
Cox. The crozier of St. Barry is still pre-
served, and in the possession of Patrick,
son of Roger O’Hanly, an attorney. See
Annals of the Four Masters. Ed.J.0’D.,
A.D. 916, 1128, 1146, 1151, 1155, 1238,
1385, 1405, 1441, 1452, and 1485.

7 Faithleann of Cluain Tuaiscirt, i.e.,
Faithleann, son of Aedh Damhain, of Cloa-
tuskert, an old church near Laneshorough,
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Hugh, son of Cathal Crobhdhearg, was slain by a single stroke of
a carpenter’s axe, in the court of Geoffrey Morris, while he was a
being bathed by the carpenter’s wife. ~John Dundon, the man who
killed him, was hanged next day by order of Geoffrey Morris. It
was at the instigation of the sons of Hugo De Lacy, that William
Morris, son of the justice, caused that treacherous deed to be com-
mitted upon the comely Hugh O’Conor. Others, however, assert
that the carpenter killed him in a fit of jealousy; for there was not
in Ireland a human being more handsome, vigorous, or valiant, than
Hugh O’Conor.

This is the lawful form! of inauguration of the king of Connaught,
namely, O’Conor, as it was established in the olden time, and ordained
by St. Patrick on the day that he inaugurated Duach Gallach, son of
Brian, son of Eochaidh Muidhmheadhain, on which occasion there were
at his inauguration along with St. Patrick twelve bishops. And it is
necessary that the coarbs of these bishops should still be present at his
inauguration, namely, the coarb of Patrick, at Ailfinn,? the coarb of
Bridget of Ballytober, the coarb of Dachonnat of Eas mic n-Eire
[now Assylin], the coarb of Beo-Aedh of Ard Carna,’® the coarb of
Bearach of Cluain Coirbhthe® [now Kilbarry], the coarb of Faith-
leann’ of Cluain Tuaiscirt, the coarb of Breanuinn of Oghdealas
[Ogulla], the coarb of Colman of Mayo,? the coarb of Gialan of Magh
Gialain, the coarb of bishop Soichell'! of Loch Salchearn, the coarb
of Greallan of Creeve,? the coarb of Caillin of Fenagh,!® and the coarb
of Finin of Cluain Creamha.'* Tt was also ordained that the twelve
dynasts of the Sil-Murray should be present at his inauguration, viz.,

in O’Hanly’s country, in the east of the
county of Roscommon. The festival of
this saint (who was not a bishop) was cele-
brated on the 4th of June.

8 Oghdeala, now the church of Ogulla,
near Rathcroghan, to the east of Belana-
gare, in the county of Roscommon. The
Ppatron saint of this parish was the celebrated
St. Brenainn or Brendan, who was the
founder of the see of Clonfert, and died in
the year 576. His festival was celebrated
on the 16th May.

9 Colman of Mayo. St. Colman had been
bishop of Lisdisfarne in Northumberland,
but he resigned this see and returned to
Ireland A.D. 665, and founded an abbey at
Magheo (plain of the yews), where he
a company of Saxon monks, from whom
it was called Magh eo na Saxon. See
Colgan, dcta S8., p. 604, 605.

10 Gialain. This should be Giallan.

' Soichell, a St. Soichell is set down
in the calendars at 1st of August, but the
name of his church is not mentioned. The
name of Loch Sailchern is still preserved.

12 Greallan of Creeve. There are seve-
ral churches dedicated to this saint in
Connaught, but the church referred to here
is Craobh Ghreallain, now Creeve, situated
in the west of Moylurg (barony of Boyle),
in the county of Roscommon. This saint
is said to have resuscitated Eoghan Sriabh,
son of Duach Galach, king of Connaught.
He was the chief saint of Ui-Maine, and
his crozier was preserved at Ahascra, in
the year 1836, in the keeping of John
Cronelly, the lineal descendant of his an-
cient coarbs.

3 Caillin of Fenagh. St. Caillin was a
bishop and patron saint of Fenagh, in the
county of Leitrim. His festival was cele-
brated on the 13th of November. O’Rody,
or O’Rodachain was his comharba.

14 Cluain Creamha,i.e.the lawn or meadow
of the wild garlic, now Clooncraff, a parish
near Elphin, in the county of Roscommon.
O’Raghtagain (now Ratigan) was the coarb
of St. Finnen at this church. See Annals
of the Four Masters, edited by John
O’Donovan, A. D. 1488, note 1, p. 1157.
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eadon, O'Ruatnc, O'Razallars, thoce Tha1dz e Céym tine Ojllolla
Oluym, eadon, O’h-Cajna azur O'5adna azur 4 b-pontuarte 5o Loy,
Sljocz Whaoylpuanard hmom ejc Tadz mejc Chatarl, amul aca
Wac Prapmada, rjosns1d Chalajt na Cannarze, azur majte Con-
nacT 6 1 emac. Do O'2haolconape 11 comm rlac va njze oo
tabane o Ly ] Chonciaban av la 1n seabar 11i3 Connacc, azur
nj oljzeann aon dume vo maib Chonnace bet ma focan ap an
5-Canm an Tan 1im, act O'Waoléonsne amarm, azur O’Connaccan
ot ucc ] Whaotlconajnie ; 16 1an b-grop ar uée ] Whaoylbneanuyyn, a3
oonredineact an Chann; o apm azur o &joe a3 O Waoléonarte,
o eaé o tabajnc vo Chomanba Daconna, azur dul bo dpruym )
Chonncubaint ant an eac 1. Uze 0’61t b0 O’Chonnaccan mar
&jor fiopnurde zaca bliadna, azur o'fracatb arp an Cann o Cota-
¢ad 3aC uan nzesr o lear.

Az to cuanarcla njojtaoireac Fil Wupeadars o O’Chonciabarn,
&adon, oa piéic veaz lojljead, da p1éic beaj caoms; o4 pICIT
veaz manc vo O'Flannazaim, azur o o-cabac 1 p-Umall zaca
beallcame.  2UAn ojnead ele tm a3 Wac Ojneaccars, azur o
o-cabac 1 p-Umall azur 1 v-Joppar. Un orpead ceadbna 43
O'Waoylbreavurnn, azur o o-tabac o o-Tip Fhiacpae, o 7-Ciyl

1 O’ Flannagan. He was chief of Clann-
Cathail, a territory lying between Mantua
and Elphin, in the county of Roscommon.

2 O'Mulrenin. He was chief of Clann-
Tomaltaigh, a territory comprising the
parish of Baslick, near Ballintober, in the
county of Roscommon.

3 O'Finnaghty. He was chief of Clan-
conway, lying on both sides of the river
Suck, in the counties of Galway and Ros-
common. His chief seat was at Dunamon.
This family, now so plebeian, are senior to
the O’Conors, and held the highest place
at the table of the king of Connacht. They
possessed forty-eight ballys, or old Irish
townlands, situated on both sides of the
river Suck.

4 Mac- Oireachtaigh, now Mageraghty,
and Geraghty. He was chief of Muintir-
Roduibh, and was seated in Magh Naoi, in
the county of Roscommon. In 1585, he
was at Moylough, in the county of Galway.

5 Four royal chieftains. These were
of the same line of descent with O’Connor,
and some of them, as O’Finnaghty, were
senior to him.

6 O’Flynn. He was chief of Sil-Mael-
ruain, comprising the parishes of Kiltullagh
and Kilkeevin, in the west of the county
of Roscommon. The chief of this sept had
his seat at Ballinlough.

7 O’Fallon. He was chief of Clann-
Uadach, in the barony of Athlone, county
of Roscommon. In 1585, the head of this

family had his seat at Miltown, in the parish
of Dysart, where the ruins of his castle are
still to be seen. See Tribes of Ui-Maine,
p- 19, note ™,

8 O’Hanly. He was chief of Cinel-
Dobhtha, a territory extending along the
river Shannon, from Carranadoo bridge to
Drumdaff, in the east of the county of
Roscommon. See Annals of the Four
Masters. Ed.J.0’D., A.D. 1210, p. 169,
note ©.

9 O’Beirne. He was chief of Tir-Briuin
na-Sinna, a beautiful district in the east of
the county of Roscommon, situated be-
tween Elphin and Jamestown. See 4nnals
of the Four Masters, A.D. 1218.

10 O’ Concannon. He was chief of Ui-
Diarmada, or Corcamroe, a district com-
prising the parish of Kilkerrin, in the north
of the county of Galway. Annals of the
Four Masters, A.D. 1382, p. 687, note *.

11 O’Heyne.. He was chief of Coill-Ua-
bh-Fiachrach, situated in the barony of
Killartan, in the south-west of the county
of Galway. See Map to Tribes, &c., of
Ui-Fiachrach.

12 () Shaughnessey. He was chief of Cinel
Aedha na-h-Echtghe, forming about the
south.eastern half of the barony of Kiltar-
tan and county of Galway, and had his
chief residence at Gort-Inse-Guaire, now
the town of Gort.

13 O’ Teige. This name is very common
near Castlerea, in the west of the county
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O’Flannagan,! O’Maelbreanan [Mulrenin],? O’Finnaghty,? these, to«
gether with Mac Oireachtaigh [ Geraghty],* were his four royal chief-
tains,> O’Flynn,® O’Fallon,” O’Hanly,® O’Beirne,® O’Concannon,©
O’Heyne,!! and O’Shaughnessey.!? O’Heyne and O’Shaughnessey
gained the privilege of chieftaincy for themselves from the king of
Connaught. O’Teige!® was chief of the household of the king of
Connaught. Tt is also required that the following noble chieftains
should be present at his inauguration, namely, the race of Aedh Fionn,
son of Feargna, son of Fergus, 1. e., O’'Rourke* and O’Reilly, !’ the de-
scendants of Tadhg, son of Cian, son of Olioll Olum, namely, O’Hara'®
and O’Gara,!” with their followers ; the descendants of Mulrony Mor,!®
son of Tadhg, son of Cathal, that is, the Mac Dermots, chiefs of
Caladh na Carraige,'® together with the other chiefs of Connaught.
It is the privilege of O’Mulconaire® to place the royal rod in the
hands of O’Conor, the day on which he assumes the sovereignty of
Connaught, and it is deemed unlawful for any individual of Connaught
to be along with the king on the Carn® on that day, except
O’Mulconaire himself, and O’Connachtain fronting O’Mulconaire,
or, more truly, fronting O’Maelbreanainn, keeping the door of the
Carn.2? His (the king’s) clothing and arms were given to O’Mulco-

of Roscommon, but it is now usually an-
glicised Tighe.

14 O’Rourke. He was chief of West
Breifne, or the County of Leitrim.

15 O’Reilly. He was chief of East
Breifne, or the County of Cavan.

16 0’Hara. He was chief of Luighne, now
the barony of Leyny, in the county of Sligo.
This family is of the race of Tadhg, son of
Cian, son of Olioll Olum, king of Munster.

17 O’Gara. He was of the same race
with O’Hara, and chief originally of Gai-
lenga, in the mow county of Mayo, but
latterly of Coolavin, in the county of Sligo.

18 Descendants of Mulrony Mor, son of
Tadhg, son of Cathal. This should be
Maelruanaidh Mor, son of Tadhg, son
of Muircheartach, son of Maelruanaidh,
son of Conchobhar who was che ancestor
of the O’Conors of Connaught. The last-
mentioned Maelruanaidh was the eldest
son of Conchobhar, but was deposed by
his younger brother Cathal, the ancestor
of the O’Conors. See a curious historical
tract on this subject in Lib. T.C.D.

19 Caladh na Carraige, i.e. the callow,
strath, holm, or ferry, of therock. In 1231
Mac Dermott began the erection of a mar-
ket town at this place, which is now a part
of the townland of Rockingham, near Boyle.
See Annals of the Four Masters. Ed.
J. 0’D., A.D. 1336, p. 557, note k.

20 This tract was written by Torna
O’Mulconry, who was present at the inau-

guration of Felim O’Conor, in 1315, while
the custom of inauguration of the kings of
Connaught was in full force. An ancient
copy of it on vellum is preserved in a MS.
formerly at Stowe, but now in the possession
of Lord Ashburnham, along with the re-
mainder of that collection. See Stowe Ca-
talogue, Code iii., fol. 28, and Hardiman’s
Edition of O’ Flaherty’s Iar Connaught, pp.
139, 140.

21 On the Carn. The Carnreferred to here
is Carnfree, not far from the house of the
late Daniel Kelly, Esq., near Tulsk, in the
townland of Carris. See Annals of the Four
Masters. Ed. J. 0'D., A.D. 1225, p. 221,
note 2. Of all the chiefs present O’Mulconry
alone was permitted to stand on the carn
along with O’Conor, to whom he handed
the rod.

22 Keeping the door of the Carn. The
carn at Carn Fraoich was enclosed with a
wall, in which was a door or gate kept by
O’Mulrenin, or in his absence, by 0’Con-
nachtain, who lived at the carn and kept it
inrepair. No one was permitted to admit
the person about to receive the royal form,
or those by whom. he was to be inaugura-
ted through this gate but O’Mulrenin, or his
deputy (sub-sheriff) O’Connachtain. While
the ceremony was being performed, O’Mul-
conry, who bore the royal wand or sceptre,
stood on the side of the carn facing the
gate, and, fronting him at the base of the
carn, and between him and the gate, stood



344

Chnatha, azur 43-Cajl Cheapnata.  Apo-maoparieacc h-J Chon-
cabaqr 0 na Thj Hjoztaorreacarb erle a3 O'Flannazam. Copmead
310ll b-) Choncibain a3 O'Upnlide, zona rocan. Ceannar azur
banancara cablajc 6 Shliab an Japan z0 Luymneac az O'Alide
map on 5-cesdna. Calcoymead azur taoirizeacc Chetinne, azur
con-aoynreacc ] Choncabain az mac Bnanam. Taojread cteal-
la1z ) Choncabain oz Wac Pal ne deacan, dadon, rolur, leabard,
cupe cjse big, azur an crj beaz én vo 3lanad an can 1z alear.
Coymeéad cpeac ] Choncabain an tan pacar ¢um cormaite, an
O'Fhlannazamm azur an Om-Binn azur an clapmn Dal re veacay.
Ciléoymead ] Choncabain zova topad, & Chuppech Ceymn @Tr%
30 Ceanannar no 2916e 3 Wac Bravam; 6 Chupned Cem
€1t15 ren 50 Cruad Pacnare o3 O'Flojon, azur a4 maopujeadc
TZUIR Maf 41 F-céadna, athuil avabanc an pyle :—

Ri3 bihjlle bo Mhanarzal,

Do taojresé réav O’Ceallars;
T’ Ano-maon O Flannazam,
O’Flajnm ar maon bod’ © eallats.

Ceannar azur banancar coblajch ] Choncibain az O’ Flajcbeayt-
tarh azur 435 OWalle.  Fean coymeads o 84D azur o aorne

O’Mulrenin, and, at the gateway, to open
and close it, stood O’Connachtain, as the
servant of O’'Mulrenin. This is still the
tradition among the O’Conors.

! O’ Mulrenin. He got the clothing and
arms, i. e. battle-dress and weapons of war.
See Ui-Fiachrach, p. 440.

2 The coarb of Dachonna. This was
O’Flynn of Assylin, near Boyle. This pri-
vilege is not unlike to that ceded to the
Pope by the Emperor of Germany, that is,
to hold the stirrup while he was mounting;
but the Irish ecclesiastic was more haughty !

3 Subsidies, i. e. wages in token of vas-
salage. See Book of Rights, passim, and
Battle of Down, in the Miscellany of the
Celtic Society, squabble between O’Brien
and O’Neill.

4 Umhall. This territory comprised the
baronies of Murresk and Burrishoole, in
the west of the County of Mayo.

5 Jorras, now Erris, a barony in the north-
west of the county of Mayo, adjoining
Umball. )

6 Tir.Fhiachrach, now the barony of
Tireragh, in the north of the county Sligo.

7 Cuil Cnamha, a district in the north-
east of the barony of Tireragh, now be-
lieved to be coextensive with the parish of
Dromard. See Ui-Fiachrach, p. 424.

8 Cuil- Cearnamha, now Coolcarney, a
district in the barony of Gallen, county of

Mayo, comprising the parishes of Kilgar-
van and Attymas. See Ui-Fiachrach, p.
246, note f.

9 His three other royal chiefs. Thatis,
there were four chiefs under O’Conor, who
were considered of equal dignity and called
“royal,” because they were of the same
line of descent with O’Conor himself. These
were Mageraghty, O’Flanagan, O’Mulrenin,
and O’Finnaghty. But the other three
consented to cede the office of high steward
to O’Conor to their cousin O’Flanagan.

10 Fleet, coblac. That is, O’'Hanly of
Sliabh Baghna (Slieve Baune) had the chief
command of all O’Conor’s hoats on the
Shaunnon,from its source in Sliabh-an-Tara-
inn to Luimneach, or the Lower Shannon.

11 Henchman, i. e. aide-de-camp.

12 Care-taking of the hounds, con-maorn-
reaée. Dr. O’Conor translates this “joint-
stewardship” in the Stowe Catalogue (ubi
supra) ; but he is decidedly wrong. See
Tribes of Ui-Maine, pp. 90, 91. Con-maojn-
teace is the same as maonreadc o com,
the stewardship of his hounds, i.e. his
grand veneur or chasseur. Con-ojleamar,
was a more degrading office, i. e. to rear the
whelps till they were fit for the chace.
The ancient Irish had several kinds of dogs,
such as the archu, mil-chu, gadhar-fiadhaigh
and girce, which are frequently referced to
in the old Irish laws.
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naire,! and his steed to the coarb of Dachonna,? who was privileged
to mount that same steed from O’Conor’s back. An unga of gold
was decreed to O’Connaghtan as a perennial tribute, under the con-
dition of repairing the Carn when repairs became necessary.

The following are the subsidies?® to be paid to the Sil Muireadhaigh
by O’Conor, namely, twelve score milch cows, twelve score sheep,
and twelve score cows to O’Flannagan, which were to be levied on
Umbhall,* and sent to him on every May-day. The same number to
Mac Oireachty, which were likewise levied on Umbhall and Iorras;s
and an equal number to O’Maelbreanainn, which were to be levied on
Tir Fhiachrach,® Cuil Cnamha’ and Cuil Cearnamha.? The office of
high steward to O’Conor, to be ceded by his three other royal chiefs,
was given to O’Flannagan, O’Hanly was bound to keep the hostages
of O’Conor; and O’Hanly also had the chieftancy and command of
his fleet!®from Sliabh an Jarrainn to Luimneach, with all the perquisites
belonging thereto. Mac Branan has the office of henchman,!! and chief-
tainship of the kerne, together with the care-taking of the hounds!? of
O’Conor. Mac Dail-re-deacair!? is the procurator-general to O’Conor
he was bound to furnish light, bedding, and thatch for the ¢13 beaz*
(the privy), to cleanse it when necessary. To guard the spoils of
O’Conor, whenever he encamps to rest, 1s the duty of O’Flannagan,
O’Beirne, and the Clann Dail-re-deacair. Mac Branan had the bene-
fits arising from O’Conor’s marchership from Cuirrech Ceinn Eitigh,!®
to Ceananas'® of Meath. O’Flynn had the marchership of the tract
from Cuirrech Ceinn Eitigh to Cruach Phadraig,!” together with its ste-
wardship, as the poet has recorded :—

The king of Boyle was thy marshall,
Thy chief treasurer was O’Kelly,

Thy high steward was O’Flanagan,
O’Flynn was steward of thy household.

The chieftainship and rule of O’Conor’s fleet belonged to O’Flaherty!®

13 Mac Dail-re-deacair. Thisnameisnow  the town of Roscommon. The Cuirrech

made Dockrey, in the county of Roscom-
mon. See Annals of the Four Masters, at
the years 1281 and 1366 ; and Hardiman’s
Edition of O’Flaherty’s Iar-Connaught, p.
140.

14 T13 beas. Cormac Mac Art, monarch
of Ireland, in the third century had such a
t13 beas, more usually called Fiailteach,
at Tara, which argues no small degree of
civilization in Ireland at that early period.
For more on this subject, see ¢ Cambrensis
Eversus,” ¢. xxix,, and Rabelais’s Life of
Garagantua.

15 Cuirrech-Cinn-Eitigh, now Kinnitty,
a townland in the parish of Kilbride, near

Wwas a race-course.

16 Ceanannas of Meath,now the town of
Kells in Meath.

17 Cruach Phadraig, now Croaghpatrick,
or “ the Reek,” a high mountain near West-
port, in the barony of Murresk and county
of Mayo.

18 (’Flaherty. He was originally chief
of Ui-Briuin-Seola, on the east side of
Lough Corrib, in the county of Galway;
but for many centuries he was chief of all
the tract of land west of that lake. It ex-
tended from the Killary harbour to the
bay of Galway. He possessed also the
great and middle islands of Arran.

44
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azur an uile majtears oo bjad a1ze, O'Ceallars.  Apd-thaparcal
] Choncabarn, Wac Dyanmava Wurse-lung. Taojreac ceajlars
J Choynéibain O'Ta1d3, Ronnajne ] Chonncabain O'Bypn, Dojn-
reoin ] Choncabarn, O'Fronnacca. Ollah o feancura azur reap
coymeada o dualzarr, azur zac rocarp 11 dual bo O’Conéubarn oo
bere a1ze, O'W)aolconane.  Wac Tujle o Yo, Wac Aodazar,
4 brejcears. Chertne bajle ricead datard 7aca Taolrs Do'n ocTan
taojreas cuajte to, majlle ne peadmanar 6 O'Concabain. Océc
m-bajle azur b4 £1¢10 a5 FAC fjoftaorread o na Cejtne njoztaot-
reacarb, map acs O Flanpazam, O'Waolbpeanurnn, Waz Onesc-
tah, ozur O'Frommaccars, majlle ne ap manbad O'feanann
€ozlairy avn.  Flata pulanz ] Choncubain, &adon, Jajleanza
azur Horroealbarz, Clany Chuan Chovrrarcne azur Cheana, azur an
oa Lyzne ; 76 b-cii azd p-aqpjorh, nj b-puil 11j3 va njozdathna, taor-
Tead, reap Tuale, Tife, na briaja)d bo-ceavac bajle, 8 EGarpuad zo
Luympeac, na 6 Uirneac Wde 30 b-Juvr Bo Fiove, na 6 Loc Spme
50 Lo¢ PDenz-deqnc, nac b-purl d'jon azur olife Sejnze amac
rluaz Chovnace any ro, eadon, U-Bryum Brerene, Uy b-Fracnac
zeqllyne azup copveact J Concaban o'fracarb o

Saon-tuarte Auside, azur ril Wupeadars mye Fheanzura ;
azur zdead 140rm rem olifip reaic azur rluszead, zejllpme
azup copthpeact, vo tabajmc oo O'Choncabain; azur oul lejr cum
3aC &1zeanTalr azur cum Fac an-foplann e m-bjad.

! O’'Malley. He was chief of Umball,
which comprised the baronies of Murresk
and Burrishoole, in the west of the county
of Mayo. It is stated in O’Dugan’s topo-
graphical poem that there never was a
good man of this family who was not a
wariner

Oume mart njam nj fatbe
O’ Ub Wajlle aéc ‘na manape.

2 (O’Keily. He was chief of Ui-Maine,
which comprised five baronies in the coun-
ties of Galway and Roscommon. See T'ribes,
&ec., of Hy-Many, p. 65, note x.

3 Chief Marshal. Compare Tribes of Hy-
Many, (ubi supra).

4 O Taidhy, now Tighe. The chief of
this family was usually called O’Taidhg-
an-Teaghlaigh, i. e., O’Teige of the House-
hold. See Annals of the Four Masters,
A.D. 1132.

5 Mac Tully, now anglicized Tully, and
sometimes Flood.

6 Mac Egan. The Mac Egans of Con-
naught lived at Dun-Doighre, now Duniry,
in the barony of Leitrim, county of Galway,
and at Park near Tuam, in the parish of
Kilkerrin. Another family of them settled
at Ballymacegan in lower Or-tond, where

they kept a famous school for teaching the
brehon laws, and compiled the MS. called
the Leabhar Breac,* the Speckled Book of
the Mac Egans.”

7 Dead church-lands,i. e., 1ands taken at
an early period from the Church by the
oppressive conduct of the laity; and not
claimed by the Church afterwards.

8 Gaileanga, i. e., the inhabitants of the
Diocese of Achonry.

9 Goisdealbhacha, now Costello. These
were Anglo-Normans, and the name is not
in the old copy of this tract by Torna
0O’Maelchonaire.

10 Clann Chuain, a people seated in the
north of the barony of Ceara, in the now
county of Mayo, of which O’Quin was the
ancient chieftain under O’Dowda.

11 Conmaicne. There were several septs
of this name in Connacht, as the Conmaicne-
mara in the present Connemara, the Con-
maicne of Dunmore, in the barony of Dun-
more, near Tuam; the Conmaicne Cuile
Toladh, in the present barony of Kilmaine,
in the county of Mayo. They are all of
the race of Fergus, king of Ulster.

12 (leara, now Carra, a barony in the
county of Mayo.

13 Easruaidh, now Assaroe, or the Salmon
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and O’Malley,! O’Kelly? was chief treasurer of his precious stones,
and other species of wealth. Mac Dermot of Moylurg was O’Conor’s
chief marshall,? O’ Taidhg* was commander of his household, O’Brien
his chief butler, O’Feenaghty his chief door-keeper, O’Maelconaire
historian and recorder of all the tributes which were due to O’Conor,
Mac Tully’ is his physician, and Mac EganS his brehon (judge).
Twenty-four townlands constituted the law(ul patrimony of each of
these eight chiefs, in payment for the office they discharged for
O’Conor.  Forty-eight townlands constituted the patrimony of each
of his four royal chiefs, namely, O’Flanagan, O’Maelbreanainn, Mac
Oireachty and O’Feenaghty, together with all dead church-lands.;
The chiefs tributary to O’Conor were those of Gaileanga,® Gois-
dealbha,® Clann Chuain,'® Conmaicne,!! Ceara,'?and the two Leignes.
In short, there was no king or righdamhna, a chieftain of a territory or
a district, or a hundred-cattled farmer of a townland from Easruaidh!3
to Luimneach,' and from Uisneach,' in Meath, to Inis Bo-finne,!6
and from Loch Eirne!” to Loch Deirgdheire,'® who was not specially
bound to attend with his forces at the hostings of O’Conor.

The free states of Connaught are the following, namely, the Ui
Briuin of Breifne,!® the Ui Fiachrach Muaidh,? and the race of Muir-
eadhach, son of Fergus;® and cven of these notwithstanding their
freedom, two are bound to attend with their forces at the hostings of
O’Conor, and to assist him in all his difficulties and troubles.

Leap,a celebrated cataract on the river Erne
at Ballyshannon, in the county of Dounegal.

14 Luimneach. This was the old name of
the lower Shannon. The city of Limerick
was called Cathair Luimnigh, i. e., the city
of the river Luimneach.

15 Uisneach, a hillin the county of West-
meath, about four miles east of Ballymore
Loughseudy.

16 Inis Bo-finne, i.e., the island of the
white cow, now Bophinis land, lying off the
coast of Murresk, in the county of Mayo.

17 Loch Eirne, now Lough Erne, in Fer-
managh.

'8 Loch Deirgdheire, now Lough Derg,
an expansion of the Shannon, between
Portumna and Killaloe.

19 Ui- Briuin of Breifne, i.e., O'Rourkes,
O’Reillys, and their co-relatives.

20 Ui-Fiachrach Muaidhe,the O’Dowdas
of Tireragh.

21 Sil- Muireadhaigh, i. e., the O’Conors
themselves and the remainder of their co-
relatives,
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