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NOTICE TO THE READER.

The pages which form this work, contain
the Letters of the Special Correspondent of
SauNDERS'S NEWs-LETTER from the West of
Ireland, in relation to the condition and pros-
pects of the people, consequent upon the partial
failure of agricultural produce, caused by unfa-
vourable harvests during the last two years.

These Letters are now published as they
appeared in SAUNDERS'S NEWs-LETTER in the
latter part of 1861 and the beginning of 1862,
without any material alteration. The reader
must not expect to find a complete narrative
of travel, but a careful compilation of facts
referring mainly to the subject that called for
the Commission.

Some omissions may therefore occur, which
a more extended examination of the several dis-
tricts would have supplied, and for which the
indulgence of the reader is solicited. The great
object of the writer has been to ascertain the
truth, and to represent the state of the country
as the several circumstances came under his
personal observation during an inquiry which
extended over a period of four months, and
embraced the greater portion of seven counties.
. Some of the illustrations, though not specially

referred to in the text, have been introduced as
characteristic of the country and the people.

Tre Ebpitor.
April, 1862.
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ERRATA.

In page 33, line 19, for “The return was, however, & bad one", read,
“The return of the oat crop was a bad one”.

In Chapter XL, for the heading “The Joyce Country”, read “Tuam
County Galway”.









THE WEST OF IRELAND.

CHAPTER I

‘The object of inquiry.—Athlone.—Ballinasloe.—State of the country.
—Workhouses.—Inundations of the rivers Shannon and Suck.—
The Marquess of Clanricarde’s property.—Allan Pollok, Esq.—
Lismany.—Scarcity of Fuel.—Portumna.

TaE gloomy accounts which have been in circulation for
some time past relative to the state of the western districts
of Ireland, and of the harvest generally throughout this
part of the country, render it desirable that more accurate
information than that of meére rumour should be obtained
on a subject of so much interest and importance. The
real condition of affairs also requires a publicity more
extensive than occasional communications to the press of
this country, which, though possibly correct, cannot
supply that general information which a careful examina-
tion of the several districts supposed likely to be affected
by unusual distress can afford. It has therefore become
my duty to visit the West, South, and North-west counties
in Ireland, west of the river Shannon, and to state
accurately and freely the present condition of the people
in those parts of the country where distress now exists, or
where it is expected to be most severely felt during the
ensuing winter and spring.
2



2 THE WEST OF IRELAND,

I am not to be a writer on hearsay evidence, but am
bound to be a personal observer of the facts which I state.
I enter on the discharge of this duty without bias or
prejudice of any kind; I have no party purpose to serve,
and no preconceived opinions to support, but am animated
by an earnest desire to elicit the truth, and to place it
clearly and without exaggeration before the public. I
may add, that the character of the journal which I
represent is a guarantee for my reporting truthfully all
matters relating to this subject, of such vital importance
to the whole community, and more especially to those
likely to be immediately affected by the deficiency of this
year's harvest. In the prosecution of the inquiries which
I have undertaken, I feel that I can confidently rely on
receiving from' all classes in the West of Ireland every
assistance that it is in their power to afford me; and I
am prepared to visit any portions of the country within
the track marked out for me, to which my attention may
be directed as deserving of a special examination.

On my way to Portumna I visited Athlone and Bal-
linasloe, and from the information acquired in those
localities from trustworthy sources, I am in a position to
state that the failure of the potato crop, the deficiency of
the harvest generally, and above all the want of fuel, are
of sufficient extent to justify the prevalent opinion, that -
this winter will be one of severe distress and priva-
tion to the poorer classes. Famine, such as the appalling
visitation of 1847, is not to be apprehended; but,
between that extreme and the ordinary condition of the
small farmers and the peasantry of the West of Ireland,
there are many degrees of misery through which a large
number of the people of this province are, I fear, destined
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to pass. 'The landed proprietors, however, may do much
to mitigate the evil, by indulgence towards those tenants
who have suffered severe losses, and by employing them
in the drainage and other improvement of their estates—
a measure which will be not only one of charity and
benevolence to the labouring classes, but must ultimately
prove highly remunerative to themselves.

In neither of the towns to which I have alluded, nor
in their immediate vicinity, has distress manifested itself
to any considerable extent. The inmates of the work-
houses are not numerous, the rates are low, food is to be
obtained at a reasonsble price, and in Athlone, at all
events, there is no lack of employment. The very large
importations of foreign corn have had the effect of keep-
ing down the price of oats, which are now selling in the
Athlone market at from 10s. to 12s. per barrel of 14
stones, for grain of good quality. There are seversal
large millers in this town, who carry on an extensive
inland trade, sending immense quantities of flour to
Clonmel, Rathkeale, Limerick, and other places.

The Athlone union contains 31 rural divisions, of
which 16 are situated in the county of Roscommon. The
number of paupers in the workhouse on Tuesday last was
813, being an increase of about 60 over that of the cdr-
responding period of last year, when the number was
256. In November, 1849, the inmates amounted to 1,200,
and the rate that year was 8s. in the pound, in two rates
of 5e. and 3s. During that period of universal distress
outdoor relief was largely bestowed, but at present there
is no aid of that description given, nor will the guardians
resort to it except under circumstances of extraordinary
Ppresaure, which they do not anticipate.
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Last month a rate was struck intended to provide for
the year, the highest rate being 1s. 4d. for the town
division, and the same for the electoral division of Dysart
—the poorest in the union—whilst in other districts
the rate is as low as 6d. in the pound. It is not at
all likely that this rate will suffice for the year, and
in all probability a supplemental rate will have to be
struck in July. The people will endeavour to keep out
of the workhouse as long as they can, and will endure
the direst suffering rather than enter it, so intense and
deep-seated is their dislike to the system; but there are
too many whose scanty store of potatoes, their only food,
will be entirely exhausted in two or three menths, and
who must therefore seek for relief under the poor laws.

The contracts for the supply of provisions to the work-
house are very low, oatmeal being supplied at £13 17s. 6d.
per ton, which is under the price of last year, and meat
at 5d. per pound. The price of the latter in the town
for the best quality is 8d. Hitherto turf has been in-
variably used in the workhouse, but it is not now to be
bad, and the guardians for the first time have been
obliged to contract for coal, which is delivered to them a$
£1 0s. 6d. per ton.

In the southern district of the barony of Athlone, the
failure of the potato crop has been universal in the low
undrained lands and in reclaimed bog. In such soils the
tubers appear to have ceased growing at an early stage;
s0 that potatoes which remain untainted with the disease
are of little value as food; for they never attained the
usual size nor maturity. Of this immature crop nearly
one-half is tainted, and the entire produce may therefore
be considered to be a miserable failure. In dry gravelly
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upland, where the soil has been worked deeply and well
manured, potatoes present a better appearance, the plant
grew to a more advanced stage, but is still very inferior
in quality, and as to quantity, the entire crop in the
ground is not nearly the usual weight or bulk, and there
is at least one-third diseased. The accounts from one or
two places are not so unfavourable. For example, in the
Parish of Kiltoom, about five miles from Athlone, where
the soil is of a gravelly character, the potatoes are good
and not much affected by the disease. This, however, is
an exceptional case.

During the last two years, great mortality prevailed
among pigs, large numbers having died from distemper.
Many of the small farmers have now no pigs, and conse-
quently are unable to make any profitable use of the
diseased and half-grown potatoes. The oats are very in
different in quantity, and a large portion of them will be
malty. All crops which were sown late (which was
- generally the case with the small farmers), and in cold
undrained land, were unripe and uncut till a late period,
and are now yielding a very poor return. The raising
of green crops (turnips and mangolds) has increased
considerably within the last few years, particularly in the
direction of the Seven Churches, where there are exten-
sive tracts of reclaimed bog, well suited for the growth
of green crops, and dairy farming has been introduced
to some extent. This district appears to be improving,
but the want of a good leading road into the town of
Athlone is a serious inconvenience to the farmers.

In addition to the failure of the potato crop, loss of
pigs, and a scanty return of oats, the landholders have
suffered dreadfully this year from continued overflowings



6 THE WEST OF IRELAND.

of the Shannon. As I shall have occasion to refer to
this subject again, it may be here passed over with the
remark, that the statements already published certainly do
not overrate the amount of damage sustained. The crops
of hay carried off by the floods, or rendered utterly
valueless, were not the only losses sustained by the land-
holders. The extensive callows upon which they grazed
their cattle during the autumn and early winter, were un-
available this season. Many of the small farmers declare
that they might have borne up under the loss of their
potatoes, but that the destruction of their cattle, arising
from want of pasture and hay, will ruin them. With
few exceptions, there will, it is said, be no default in the
payment of rents this year. The farmers generally will
pay their rents (to May) in full, but a large proportion of
them will be unable to meet the November gale in April
next. Landlords will doubtless consider the extreme
circumstances of the present year, and deal liberally and -
justly with their tenants. Among a large portion of the
tenant-farmers a feeling of confidence exists towards their
landlords, and on many properties the tenants have ex-
pressed themselves very favourably of the treatment they
have experienced from them. Notwithstanding that this
district abounds with bogs, there will be great suffering
from want of fuel. Large quantities of turf were cut in
the spring and early summer, but the process of drying
was prevented by continued wet. In many places the
bogs are inaccessible to carts and horses, owing to the
main drains being so much swollen by the rise of the
Shannon. Several farmers assert that their turf is now
in as bad or even a worse condition than when it
was cut in the beginning of summer. There was a
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miserably small supply in the market of Athlone, and
though of very inferior quality, it brought fully double
last year's price, and it will become dearer every day. I
saw some loads of turf purchased in the market by per-
sons who live in localities surrounded by bogs, but whe
have been unable, from the cause already assigned, to save
the fuel lying almost at their very doors. I remarked
particularly that there is scarcely any turf stacked at the
houses of the farmers, and the labouring population may
be said to have none at all. Whatever may be the
difference of opinion as to the prospects of the people in
other respects, on this subject there can be no question.
The want of fuel will press sorely on the poorer classes
of all the towns throughout Connaught, and will be a most
grievous addition to the difficulties and sufferings of the
amall holders.

The observations which I have made with respect to
Athlone, will to a considerable extent apply to Bal-
linasloe and its neighbourhood. In the immediate vicinity
of the town, the potato crop has not suffered much from
the disease, but in the surrounding districts, within a
radius of six or eight miles, only half the crop has been
saved, and the quality is inferior to that of the previous
year. The whesat cropisabout one-third deficient. Qats
were sown much more extensively than last year. This
circumstance sustained the hopes of the farmers when the
first indications of the potato blight appeared in August,
and gave them confidence that they would have a suffi-
ciency of bread stuffs even if the disease were more violent
than it has proved to be; but when the oats came to be
threshed, the yield was found to be much less than was
anticipated: The deficiency in quantity is fully one-fifth,
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and the grain is husky and bad, particularly that which
was grown upon poor soils. The inequality of the crop,
and the inferior character of some portions of it, may be
judged from the fact that the prices of oats in Ballinasloe
markets range from 7s. to 12s. per barrel of 14 stones.
The barley is scarcely an average crop, and great com-
plaints are made of the shortness of the green crops,
which were largely cultivated this year in the neigh-
bourhood.

The destruction of hay in this locality, caused by the
overflowing of the river Suck, is a serious item in the
catalogue of the farmers’ grievances. An immense quan-
tity was wholly destroyed by the flooding of the meadows,
and the portion subsequently saved was so bad that the
farmers hesitated to give it to their cattle. The extensive
callows lying along the banks of the Suck were let in the
early part of the season at prices very little less than last
year—viz., from £5 to £9 an acre. However, when the
floods set in, towards the end of August and in the
beginning of September, it became evident that a large
proportion of the hay must be lost, and the callows were
then re-let at about half the original price.

The scarcity of fuel is felt very much here as well as
in all other parts of Connaught. Turf is selling for
double the price it brought last year: a box which for-
merly was sold for 1s. now brings 2s. and 2s. 6d. Coals
(which are supplied to this town at from 23s. to 25s. per
ton) would be found much cheaper and more economical
than bad wet turf at the rates I have stated; but unfortu-
nately there are few houses in the country—I speak of
course of the houses of the shopkeepers and better class
of farmers—fitted with grates suitable for the burning of
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coals. If the people had commenced to cut their turf
early in the spring, they could have saved considerable
quantities, and thus have averted the serious calamity
that has now befallen them. The wisdom of doing this
has been urged on the people here, but all to no effect.
They adhere to their traditional custom of beginning to
cut turf in June, after all their agricultural operations
have been completed, notwithstanding the warnings of
past experience, and the advice of those interested in
their welfare.

The Irish peasant, or small farmer, is proverbial for his
obstinate attachment to his old habits, and scarcely any
amount of argument or persuasion will induce him to break
through the thraldom of custom, or venture on the path of
improvement. With many good and admirable traits of
character, he is very suspicious, and too often conceives that
advice to adopt a course different from his habitual practice
is tendered not with a motive to serve him, but to promote
the advantage of the person who offers it.

As yet there has been no material increase in the
number of paupers admitted into the workhouse of
Ballinasloe. The area of the union contains 160,000
statute acres. The highest rate struck for the year is
1s. 10d., and the lowest 5d. in the pound on the poor
law valuation. This rate will scarcely suffice to carry
the union over July, if the anticipated increase in the
number of inmates takes place during the winter. The
number of paupers in the workhouse en Saturday, the
9th November, was 233, almost all infirm and aged per-
sons. At the corresponding date in 1860 and 1859, the
members were 211 and 201 respectively. The numbers
in hospital on the same day in the three years were, in
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1861, 103; in 1860, 88; and in 1859, 80. In the
year 1847-48 the workhouse was crowded to excess, and
at one time the number of inmates rose to 4,400. The
ocontracts for provisions have been taken at very low rates.
Oatmeal is supplied at £13 10s. a ton, and Indian meal at
£9 10s. Last year the prices were: Oatmeal, £1318s.3d,,
and Indian meal £9 10s. per ton. The contract for coals,
with which the grates of the Ballinasloe workhouse make
acquaintance this year for the first time, has been taken at
22s. 3d. per ton.

From Portumna to Mount-Shannon, a distance of about
fificen miles, and from thence to Gort, embracing a great
portion of the southern division of the county of Galway,
the complaint is universal respecting the general failure
of the crops and the prospect of very sad and severe
distress amongst the small farmers and the labouring
population during the coming winter. I have conversed
with all ranks and classes of people, from the highest to
the lowest; I have had the benefit of the opinions of men
of great experience and intelligence, in whose judgment
and veracity I can place implicit confidence; and I have
myself seen the condition of a very large district of the
country, which I have examined with the utmost care.
Notwithstanding all these circumstances, however, I find
it difficult to arrive at a correct estimate of the actual state
of the country or to venture with any degree of certainty
to anticipate what will be the position of the poorer classes
in a couple of months later in the season. On this point
there is a considerable difference of opinion. Those who
are accustomed to take a desponding view, and who
always look at the dark side of the picture, think that in
less than two months a large number of the small farmers
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will have exhausted their scanty resources, and will have
no prospect before them save starvation or the workhouse.
Others consider that matters are not altogether so bad ; and
although admitting that the people must endure much
suffering and privation, they still maintain that famine in
its more extreme forms is out of the question, and that
the great mass of the popujation will,contrive to pull
through the winter and the spring without the necessity of
having recourse to public alms; and in this view I am
disposed to concur to a considerable extent.

When we speak of “famine in Ireland”, the mind
naturally reverts to those terrible years of national disaster
when the inhabitants of whole districts were reduced to
one dead level of pauperism, when the workhouses were
crowded to suffocation, and the people in the remote
parts of the country perished from actual starvation on
the highways, whilst pestilence swept them away by
thousands. Scenes such as those we may never witness
again. The diminution of the population, the improved
condition of those who remain, and the increased resources
of the country at large, would enable us to deal effectually
with distress of a more aggravated character than any
which we are likely to encounter. I therefore agree with
those who do not apprehend a famine in this district; but
I fear that the failure of the crops, together with the
almost total want of fuel, will pauperize and ruin a great
many of the small farmers.

It is difficult to obtain the average results of the pre-
sent harvest; and moreover, the average results do not
afford satisfactory means of judging of the amount or
intensity of the distress that is likely to prevail The
returns vary considerably, according to circumstances;



12 THE WEST OF IRELAND.

some of the farmers not having suffered nearly so much
as others, either from the potato blight or the deficiency
in their other crops, which was mainly owing to greater
skill, the adoption of improved methods of cultivation,
and, above all, by having their crops planted early, so
that they were well advanced when the unfavourasble
weather sct in. .

Comparing the various accounts which I have received,
and testing them by my own observation, I may safely
state that above one-half of the potato crop in this neigh-
bourhood has been lost, and those which have been saved
are very inferior in quality, being soft, wet, and, generally
speaking, small. In many instances, potatoes, which,
when dry, were apparently sound, have rotted in the pits;
so that there will be a great loss in consequence.

It is the general experience of the farmers that the
crops which were planted early have yielded, compara-
tively speaking, a fair return, which was especially the
case where the potato was planted in moorland, or even
in deep bog, when properly prepared and manured. On
the contrary, in heavy moorlands, which retained the
wet, the disease proved much more virulent. The light
porous character of the peaty soil allows the rain to drain
off quickly, besides which it would appear as if land of
this description possesses some specific properties anta-
gonistic to the development of the blight. Unfortu-
nately, potatoes were not extensively planted in bog-land
in this locality.

I may mention two instances which came under my
own observation, which illustrate the different character
of the results obtained under nearly similar circumstances.
About six miles from Portumna, I saw a field of potatoes
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being dug, the produce of which was one-third short,
and the general run of the potatoes small, but, as I did
not observe any black or diseased tubers amongst them, I
called the attention of the farmer to this circumstance, who
told me that the diseased potatoes had melted away in the
ground; at all events there was no vestige of them visible.
Some three miles further on I saw another field in which
several persons were engaged in the same occupation;
in this case the produce was scarcely one-fourth of an
average; the sound potatoes were very small, a great many
being only as large as a small sized plum; and quantities
of them in every stage of decomposition were heaped
together in different parts of the field. The quality of
the soil was about equal in both cases, the potatoes were
planted at the same time, and the only difference in the
mode of cultivation which I could discover was, that in
the first instance, the field was manured with a mixture
of turf mould and stable manure, whilst in the latter the
ordinary manure only was used:

The immediate neighbourhood of Portumna is generally
a good wheat country, but this year the return has been
very small, and the quality of the grain inferior. The
yield is not one-half what it ought to have been, though
I have been informed of a few instances in which it
turned out better than was expected. The top price of
wheat at present is 33s. 6d. per barrel; the price this
time last year being 27s. 6d. The oat crop is scarcely
an average onc, and rather short in the straw. At
one period it promised well, but the continuous wet
weather affected it most injuriously. The barley was
deficient in ear, the produce being under ten barrels
of 16 stones per Irish acre; and there is a very general
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complaint of the unproductiveness of the turnip crop,
which, although not planted in any considerable quan-
tity, failed remarkably when manured with guano.

Almost all the small farmers have a cow or two, accord-
ing to the size of their holdings, and the pig is an important
item of their property. The cattle are generally of an
inferior quality, and in poor condition. The price of stock
1 rising at present, whilst that of pigs has been rather on
the decline during the last two months, though ranging
higher than last year, although their number rather
exceeds that of former years. There was a good supply
at the fair of Portumna on the 15th instant; and the
decrease observable in prices on that occasion may be
accounted for to some extent, by the difficulty which the
farmers experience in providing food for them, owing to
the loss of the potatoes.

The universal complaint, and the greatest privation
which the poor will have to undergo, is the want of fuel;
for the turf, though cut and dry, remained in the bogs
almost impossible of access by carts and horses, and the
little which has been saved has been brought out on men's
backs at a great expenditure of time and labour. Turf
brings more than double its usual price at Portumna, what
formerly cost 1s. being now sold for 2s. 6d.; and the
supply is rendered still scarcer by the fact that those who
have turf prefer sending it by boat down the Shannon for
sale at Nenagh, where 5s. is freely given for the same
quantity.

In consequence of the poor not possessing sufficient
fuel to cook their food properly, and to supply that
artificial warmth which they require during the winter,
they can hardly fail to suffer from a considerable amount
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PORTUMNA. 15

of sickness, especially the small farmers, whose hold-
ings range from five to ten acres, and who will be
worse off than the labouring population, provided that
the latter obtain employment. In the neighbourhood of
this town distress will not be so severely felt amongst this
class as in some other districts, for the Marquess of
Clanricarde, who resides here, gives constant employ-
ment at a fair rate of wages to over a hundred persons;
and I have no doubt that his lordship will do what he
can to prevent the pressure of distress in a district in
which he has so deep an interest. If the works on the
intended railway from Portumna to Birr, which has been
promoted by the Marquess, were now commenced, ample
employment would be afforded to all the labouring popu-
lation of this locality.

The condition of the farmers is worse than that of the
labourers, because the potatoes on which they depend for
food will scarcely suffice them beyond January, and they
will be obliged to sell the entire of their other produce
to make up the November rent. Few of this class will
have anything to spare for the purchase of Indian meal,
and during the remaining six or seven months many will
be forced to sell their cows and their pigs to preserve
themselves from starvation.

It is important to contrast the general results of the
harvest in the localities I have referred to, with those
obtained on the estate of Mr. Allan Pollok, Lismany,
gituate four miles from the town of Ballinasloe. I visited
the scene of Mr. Pollok’s extensive agricultural operations,
and was much interested and gratified by the spectacle
there presented of the successful application of science to
the cultivation of the soil, and of the high intelligence,
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practised skill, and liberal enterprise which preside over
and are exhibited in every department of his gigantic
establishment.

It is instructive to note the difference between the
results of Mr. Pollok's high farming, where capital
‘directed by knowledge is liberally applied to the im-
provement of the land and the carrying out of the most
approved system of agriculture, and those arising from
the careless and imperfect manner in which the soil is
cultivated by personsalike deficient in capital and in skill.
Thus, in the extraordinarily wet and inclement season
which we have just passed through, the crops on Mr.
Pollok’s farm at Lismany have in many instances yielded
a good return in comparison with those of his neighbours
—a result attributable, amongst other things, to the
thorough drainage of his land, the early sowing of his
crops, and the consequently early in-gathering of his
harvest. It is true that the produce of the wheat crop
was under the average; but the oats, which have turned
out so badly in other portions of this country, were over
the average in quantity, and the quality of the grain was
good. The turnips also produced beyond the average
return. Potatoes failed, and were the worst crop grown
on Mr. Pollok’s farm, which, probably, was occasioned by
their being planted in rich land and highly manured,
for experience shows that the better the land and the
more highly manured, the greater probability is there of
a failure of the potato. The hay was a fine average
crop, having becn saved comparatively early in the
season.

M. Pollok has a very large stock of cattle, highly bred
and in the best condition. A visit to his farm steading
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PORTUMNA. 17

will well repay those who are interested in the practical
development of scientific agriculture, which will be seen
in operation there on a scale of magnitude and with a
minute attention to details unknown elsewhere in Ireland.

I cannot avoid a brief reference to the benefits con-
ferred on the labouring population of the district by the
system which Mr. Pollok has pursued. It will be re-
membered how loud and fierce was the outcry raised
against him when he commenced to consolidate the small
farms on his estate; to get rid of an insolvent tenantry,
scarcely one degree removed from the position of labourers,
and almost always on the verge of destitution; to throw
down the wretched hovels, level the unsightly walls that
divided field from field, and bring the land, exhausted by
bad tillage, into & good and productive condition. Mr.
Pollok did not, however, ruthlessly evict any of these poor
tenants. He paid them all most liberally, and thus ob-
tained possession of the land without incurring their ill
will. What has been the consequence? Many of those
people are now enjoying as labourers on Mr. Pollok’s
estate a degree of comfort to which they were previously
strangers; they live in comfortable cottages, and receive
good wages; they have a sufficiency of wholesome food,
and are beginning to understand and appreciate the
decencies and comforts of civilized life. In this district,
comprising an area of upwards of fifteen thousand acres,
there is scarcely a single pauper to be found, and with
respect to fuel, Mr. Pollok's labourers have been fortunate
in saving a large quantity of turf of a good description.
The amount of employment given on this property is
enormous, when we consider that at least 400 people are
kept constantly at work, and Mr. Pollok’s monthly pay-
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rick. Itis doubtful whether, if any effort were made to
improve the works already completed, it would materially
affect the course of the river, so far as to secure the
adjoining lands from being flooded in such wet seasons
as we have had lately. The water would probably run
off more rapidly; but once the meadow land has been
flooded in summer time, the crop is so materially im-
paired by the deposit carried down that the injury done
is irreparable. Should any attempt be made to better the
present condition of the Shannon, one of the most im-
portant would be to make a weir at Killaloe, so as to
keep Lough Derg low at all seasons, and thus hinder its
rise from backing up the river, and thereby flooding the
districts above it. This subject will be so fully discussed
at the meeting to be held in Athlone on the 27th instant,
that I need not say any more in reference to it.

The total sum voted by Parliament for the improvement
of the navigation of the river Shannon was £584,000, of
which £290,700 was a free grant from Parliament. A
sum of £266,334 was paid by the counties and baronies
adjoining; and the proprietors and districts paid for piers
on the Shannon below Limerick, £27,775. The counties
which contributed were Limerick, Clare, Tipperary,
Galway, Roscommon, King's County, Westmeath, Long-
ford, Leitrim, Mayo, and Sligo.






e

7
Ay
/7

gt
. (I%/ A



Navee

EIERE D S
' L R woo P Lt
L. ) R
i o e a5
ol L B " . ‘ )
N v * .
PR T T i L. e
.
. . R . . . . R
ot f.. . . " ! Tl
PN .ot e VoS [ i R .
. 1 . ' .
S O S A TS T L ARSI S S SR RYY e
| oy ) ' : vt P .
I A R IR ' LS . .
LT Tt S TN { A ST R
Lo cala oyt wooetle ot
B . v l} o . - . .
R L Y B S F R T L S
. N 1 . . "
' DESERICANCS PR S SR PR PR B 1 EA T P RS B ET T Y
ey .
TR L C L TSRS R e b
: T HET . et A '
LR S B L R R AP ' C o
P . ] .
o AU I ERL LA F SR ot
- e . .
BDUY 3 R N T TP D
. . \ N .
oo s et ers e e e P o .
ooasSA Dol o T wed 1o
. s .
czdt s el Dot e
- Ve TS i Vieq
ey LIS e v by o/
Ul b owenor years Pl /-

1 ”]l(l!‘[~. :,-: e

St were roovy b

o deerease, Lot (g vt

.

.



s

-

e,
i

e .
-~ o~



SCARIFF. 21

CHAPTER IL

Scariff —Improved condition of the farmers—Extortions of the
usurers.—Philip Reade, Esq.—Condition of the people.—State of
Feakle.—Tulla.

TreE union of Scariff, which includes parts of the
baronies of Upper and Lower Tulla in the county of
Clare, and the barony of Leitrim in the county of
Galway, was one of those that obtained an Unenviable
notoriety in the famine years. It ranked next to Skib-
bereen in the extent and intensity of the distress which
then prevailed, and which reduced the entire popula-
tion to pauperism; for at one time there were no
fewer than 21,000 persons receiving outdoor relief,
besides 4,000 who were inmates of the workhouse. The
unparalleled nature of that calamity had the effect of
diminishing the population by death and emigration, and,
taking the whole of the union, it is not too much to say
that the number of its inhabitants has decreased one-
third since the ycar 1845. For instance, the parish of
Iniscalthra, which is partly situated in both countics,
contained in 1841, 449 families, numbering 2,198 per-
sons; in 1845, the numbers were 460 families, and 2,546
persons; in 1851, 301 families, and 1,533 persons; in
1854, 234 families, and 1,264 persons; and in 1857, 226
families, numbering 1,181 individuals—thus showing a
diminution in twelve years of 1,365 persons, arising
chiefly from emigration; for I understand that in this
district of the country there were no evictions. The
last_census shows a further decrease, but the results have
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not yet been made public. Distress has not yet mani-
fested itself to any sensible degree; but it is to be feared
that many of the small farmers will not have any potatoes
left by the end of January, and that they will find much
difficulty in making out a subsistence for the next six
months, for few persons of this class, whose holdings
range from five to fifteen acres, have put by anything as
a resource upon which they can draw in a bad season
such as we have just had. During the previous four or
five years they were able to pay their rents punctually,
and could have saved a little, had they acted with proper
economy and prudence; but, relying on a continuance
of favourable harvests, very many spent all, and even
ran in debt to the shopkeepers, whose claims are now
pressing heavily upon them. A shrewd and intelligent
old man, who cultivates about ten acres, when speaking
to me relative to the condition of his own class, observed:
“They riz above themselves entirely, and that’s why
they are so pinched now”. I did not at first catch his
meaning, and when I asked him to explain what he
meant, he replied: “ Nothing would do them but they
should buy fine clothes for their wives and daughters, and
" now they find it hard to pay for them”. I believe this to
be literally true, and that it applies to a large class both
in Clare and Galway, for I have it on reliable authority
that there are instances of young girls, the daughters of
emall farmers, who some years ago made their appearance
at fairs and markets in bare feet and clothed in tattered
garments, now flaunting about in handsome gowns, with
hoops of the most fashionable amplitude, and turban hats
and feathers of the newest style. Ridiculous as such
illustrations of female vanity in persons of a rank so
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humble undoubtedly are, they afford no slight proof of
the prosperous condition of the farming classes during
the last few years, and are gratifying as indications of an
improved taste and better notions on the subject of per-
sonal neatness and cleanliness than formerly prevailed,
for it is better that the women should be overdressed,
than slovenly and unclean.

I am glad to be able to state that I have seen very few
beggars since I have come to the West, and that the
labouring people are, generally speaking, respectably and
comfortably clad. The battered hat and coat of shreds
and patches, which used formerly to characterize the poor
Irishman, seem to have disappeared. However, as I have
said, many of the small farmers have become indebted to
the shopkeepers for articles of dress and other things, and
now find much difficulty in meeting liabilities, which is
proved by the great increase in the number of processes
entered and the decrees issued at the quarter sessions
throughout the country.

The extortions of the usurers, who are to be found in
almost every country town, also press very severely on the
unfortunate people whose necessities force them to have
recourse to those harpies, for the mass of the people are
abeolutely ignorant of the commercial value of money,
and though they feel the burden, and sometimes sink
under it, they do not really know how atrociously they
have been “fleeced”. Fifty, sixty, seventy, eighty, and
one hundred per cent., are frequently charged by these
money-lenders. Here are two illustrations of the system :
—A farmer applies for the loan of £5; he receives only
£4 15s., and has to repay the sum nominally borrowed
at the rate of £1 1s. per month for five months. In other
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cases a shilling in the pound is deducted in the first in-
stance on lending the money, and interest is charged
afterwards at the rate of six pence per pound per month
until the loan is repaid.

I leave it to your readers to calculate for themselves
the rate of interest which is charged in these cases; but
there are several instances in which the interest levied
exceeds cent. per cent. The money is advanced generally
without risk to the lender, for he always takes care to
have two or three names on the I O U, and is able to
recover the amount at any time he pleases. If the debtor
appears to be in embarrassed circumstances before the
half-year’s rent becomes payable, the usurer runs at once
to the quarter sessions, takes out a decree, and thus anti-
cipates the landlord in demanding payment of his rent.
A large number of the decrees which have been issued at
the last quarter sessions in the counties of Galway and
Clare are of this description.

I shall now proceed to state the result of my obser-
vations, and of the information which I have gleaned
from different sources, respecting the condition of the
district of the country between Woodford and the county
of Clare, lying along the borders of Lough Derg, and
bounded on the north by the mountains of Derrygoolin
and Bohatch, and which comprises an area of about
twenty-two square miles.

The soil is for the most part a stiff clay, overlaying
clay slate, except in a few places where the limestone
crops out; it is consequently cold and tenacious, and does
not permit the free percolation of the rain. In the year
1849, the population of this district was represented by
665 families, numbering 5,713 persons; in the present
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year the number of families is 576, and the inhabitants
3,036. Comparing the breadth of land under tillage in
1849 with that of the present year, we find that there has
been no sensible decrease commensurate with the diminu-
tion of the population. In the months of May and June
the crops presented a most favourable appearance, but
the farmers were disappointed in their expectations by the
very severe weather of July and August. The rain fell
in torrents, so that the waters of the lake rose to the
- height of the average winter floods, and were not so high
during any preceding summer since the year 1821. The
consequence was, that all the low lands were perfectly
saturated; in many instances the meadow lands were
completely flooded, and that crop which should have
been cut down and saved in August, was, of necessity,
left standing until the middle and end of September.
The hay, which, had it been preserved in time, would
have been excellent, has yielded a most wretched return;
for although a good deal of it has been cut, there is
scarcely any of good quality. There was not much
wheat grown in this district, but what has been sown
turned out badly, as the rain, which came on when the
ear was filling, caused the grain to be of inferior quality.
There is no such thing as a first-class article in the
market, and the average produce is said to be about one-
half the yield of a good year. The oat crop is much
better, but it is also short in quantity and inferior in
quality. The potato crop suffered more than any other,
for, generally speaking, potatoes were not planted early,
and consequently when the blight appeared in August,
the tubers were soft, and therefore susceptible of in-
jury. In mountainous and boggy districts, and when
. 3
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planted in March, the produce is good, and the loss from
disease not more than one-fifth; but, as early planting
was not generally adopted, the loss to the farmers has
been immense. The yield of sound potatoes has been
fully one-half under the average return of tolerably good
years; and I regret to say that potatoes which, when
pitted, about three weeks since, appeared to be in sound
condition, have been found, on the opening of the pit,
to have suffered a further diminution to the extent of
about one-tenth. :

Turf, which is so necessary to the comfort of the Irish
cabin, will be extremely scarce with the poor—namely,
the small farmer holding five or six acres, and the labour-
ing man. The bogs are plentiful about here, but in some
instances the people are not allowed to cut the turf until it
suits the whim of the proprietors to apportion the banks—
in fact, until their own has been cut and saved. Thus the
season is often far advanced before they can cut their fuel,
and then, if rainy weather sets in, they cannot save it.
The Marquess of Clanricarde, who owns a great portion
of the bogs, places no restriction on his tenants;
therefore, some of them have been able to save their
turf, and those who have done so are now supplying
Nenagh and Killaloe. Indeed, there are not many pro-
prietors who place any restriction on their tenants in
respect to the cutting of turf. Mr. Philip Reade, of
Wood Park, in the neighbourhood of the little village of
Mount Shannon, with his accustomed liberality, allows all
parties, wholly irrespective of whose tenants they are, to
take away the underwood in his extensive plantations, and
I need hardly say what a boon he has conferred on the
poor thereby. Mr. Reade and Mrs. Tandy, who are ti e
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owners of the parish of Iniscalthra, also give a large
amount of employment throughout the year, at good
wages; and if their example were more generally followed
by the resident gentry, there ‘would be but little fear of
destitution amongst the labouring population during the
coming winter and spring.

As I have mentioned the name of Mr. Reade, it may
not be out of place to quote a passage from a work
published in 1842 by Mr. Stokes, C.E., in which he refers
in terms of well-merited eulogy to the improvements
effected by the energy and enterprise of that gentlemsn:

“The parish of Iniscalthra is situated partly in the
barony of Tulla, county Clare, but chiefly in the barony
of Leitrim, county Galway. It is four miles from Scariff,
and in 1842 contained 2,198 inhabitants. It takes its
name from the celebrated island in Lough Derg, by
which it is bounded, and comprises 9,000 statute acres,
including bogs, waste, etc., much of which has been
reclaimed and improved since 1820, through the exer-
tions of Philip Reade, Esq., of Wood Park. By his
means bridges have been built and roads made, in-
tersecting and opening the district in every direction, and
enabling the industrious farmers to carry the produce of
their lands to the neighbouring markets. The signal
improvement of this part of the country has come so
much under my notice, that I may with reason remark
the change, and point it out to the landlords as an
example well worthy of imitation. While making a
survey of the parish in the year 1820—then the joint
estate of Mr. Reade and Mr. Tandy—it was a wild and,
generally speaking, an uncultivated tract; but having
lately visited that country, I was astonished to find, on
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examination, that in the space of twenty years such exten-
sive improvements could be effected. What formerly was
heathy barren mountain, interspersed with sandstone rock,
has become highly cultivated, yielding fine crops of wheat,
oats, potatoes, etc. Even the red bogs, which absorb the
mountain floods like a sponge, are yielding to its efforts
and fast assuming the appearance of vegetation. Snug
cottages have also been built, giving every appearance of
comfort to the numerous tenantry of this truly spirited
landlord”.

During the time of the famine Mr. Reade gave an im-
mensity of employment in carrying out drainage operations
under the Land Improvement Act, and in otherwise
improving his property, and by these means he has ren-
dered his estate, which for natural beauty of situation has
few equals, one of the most picturesque and prosperous in
the whole country.

From the facts which I have hitherto been able to
communicate, and by further personal observation, I am
led to the conclusion that, so far as the northern and
eastern portions of this county are concerned, there exist
no sufficient grounds for the fears that have been expressed
of a famine. Distress there must necessarily be, owing
to the failure of potatoes and the cereal crops; and all
the small farmers will have to pass through an ordeal of
a severe and trying nature, under which some of them
may sink.

The labouring population, too, will be sorely pressed
by the loss of their staple food and the extreme scarcity
of fuel, unless they obtain abundant employment, of
which at present I see no immediate prospect. But there
need be no starvation, if those whose own resources have
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‘sbsolutely failed them, will take shelter within the walls
of the poorhouse; for the property of the county can
easily bear any additional burden which may be thrown
on it by an increase of the recipients of the poor law
relief. The great decrease of the population, which has
suffered a diminution in this county since 1841 of 120,000
persons, in -round numbers, and since 1851 of over
.46,000, would alone be a sufficient reason not to appre-
hend an undue pressure on the rates. The small farmers,
who by universal consent will be the severest sufferers by
the bad harvest, will eling with desperate tenacity to
their little holdings, and so long as they can manage to
keep themselves and their families alive by partaking
sparingly of the coarsest food, they will not throw them-
selves on the union for support.

It is difficult to ascertain the exact condition of this
class in the county of Clare. In some districts they are
comparatively few in number, the land being divided into
large grazing farms, Whilst in other localities they are
very numerous. Some have a little money saved, which
will enable them to pay their rent and buy a sufficiency
of oatmeal or Indian meal, at the present low prices of
both these articles, to last them until next August; whilst
others will find it difficult to meet the demands of their
landlords, and must dispose of their scanty stock to
enable them to purchase food. The latter class will, in
many cases, be utterly unable to make up the November
gale, even if they can pay the May gale, which, on most
of the properties in this district, becomes payable in the
present month.

This is the time for landlords to act with judicious
liberality and kindness, as these gentlemen know, or
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ought to know, the true position of their tenmntry, and
they will find forbearance and generosity towards those
who really require it, the wisest, and in the end the most
profitable policy they can pursue. From what I know
of the landlords of this county, the great majority of
them will not be found wanting in the discharge of their
duty during the present emergency. The decrease of
the population is, indeed, greatly to be deplored, though,
perhaps, one of the causes which have led to the
prosperity of the farming classes during the last six or
seven years. A great many of the miserable two, three,
and four-acre farms have disappeared, and have been
united into holdings of sufficient size to call forth the
exercise of greater skill and capital on the part of the
occupant. The minute sub-division of land is, however,
still carried out here to such an extent as to interfere
materially with the full development of the agricultural
resources of the country; but, notwithstanding this, it is
easy to perceive that the land is better cultivated now
than formerly, and that the condition of the people
generally speaking has been much ameliorated.

The little town from which I write, affords a striking
illustration of the prosperous state of the country for some
years past. The population of Scariff has suffered a
great diminution since the famine year; but the town,
which in 1846 had only one little shop of the meanest
description, now contains several thriving and wealthy
shopkeepers, who have set up establishments and made
their fortunes within a period of ten or twelve years.
One of these enterprising traders possesses a very large
concern, a sort of general miscellaneous * store”, con-
taining all kinds and descriptions of goods, not omitting
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erinoline, hoops, and other articles of fashionable female
sttire for the farmers’ wives and daughters. The pro-
prietor of this shop i8 worth several thousand pounds,
all realized within a few years in a poor-looking little
town—a conclusive proof that the farmers of the sur-
rounding districts had plenty of money to spend.
Scariff, too, has its local * banker”, who drives a flourish-
ing business, but whose operations would be very much
circumscribed if the usury laws were still in existence.

At the same time I should remark that Scariff contains
a great many poor persons of the labouring class, who, if
they do not obtain employment, will find it hard to live
in their cold and miserable habitations during the winter.
I have never seen more wretched-looking hovels than
those which are clustered together at the outskirts of the
town. The rotting thatch, the fermenting manure-heap
before the door, the holes in the mud-walls intended for
windows, without glass, but stuffed with rags or straw,
excluding both light and air—these, and other features of
a repulsive character, constitute a picture of wretchedness
and poverty which it is not pleasant to contemplate.
Occasionally a couple of families live in one of these
huts, where they fully realize the condition of the Irish
labourer a8 described in the Devon Commission Report,
being “ badly fed, badly clothed, and badly housed”. In
1846 a row of such like squalid abodes extended for
more than half a mile on either side of the road from
Scariff to Mount Shannon ; but death, emigration, and the
workhouse have taken away their inhabitants, and they
have almost entirely disappeared.

It is from the people who live in these cabins that the
applications for admission to the workhouse will come.
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An increase in the number of paupers is anticipated in
January and February, but up to the present period there
have not been many calls for relief, and the number in
the house now is nearly the same as at the corresponding
period last year. On the 9th of November last, the
number of paupers in the Scariff workhouse was 186,
a8 compared with 185 on the 10th of November 1860.
There are 25 persons classed as able-bodied men, the
greater number of these being boys over fifteen years of
age; but, in reality, there is not in the house one strong,
healthy man, capable of doing a good day’s work. There
were at the above date (the 9th instant) nine cases of
fever in hospital, which had come in from the country
during the previous fortnight. On the 25th of March and
the 29th of September, 1861, the respective numbers of
the inmates were 205 and 154, nearly all infirm, aged,
or sick persons, or young children. The rate struck for
the year amounts to 4s. 104d. on the Scanff electoral
division, to 4s. 5d. on Clonusker, to 2s. 2d. on Iniscalthra,
and to ls. 2d. on the Carrawbane electoral division,
which is the lowest. The contracts for the half year
entered into on the 29th of September, are as follows:—
Brown bread, 6d. the 4lb loaf; good white bread, 7d.
the 4lb loaf; meat, 5d. per pound; Indian meal, £8 10s.
per ton; oatmeal, £14 16s. per ton. Last year, on the
25th of March, the contract prices were: Brown bread,
53d., and white bread, 7id. the 41b. loaf; meat, 6d. per
1b.; Indian meal, £10 15s. 6d., and oatmeal, £14 10s.
per ton. The average cost of maintenance of all the
paupers in the house is 2s. 7}d. per head per week, and
about 3d. per head per week for clothing them; and in
hospital, 3s. 103d. per head per week.
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In former years, the inmates of the Scariff workhouse
and its auxiliaries amounted to 4,000; and no less than
21,000 persous in the union were at one time employed
on public works and receiving public relief. The area
of the union is 82,289 statute acres, and the poor law
valuation £25,952 17s.

I have traversed the parishes of Feakle, Kilnoe, Tom
graney, and others in the barony of Upper Tulla, forming
portions of the Scariff union. The same observations
are applicable to all these districts, the potatoes and the
corn crops having suffered everywhere in nearly equal
proportions. The parish of Feakle is probably the
poorest in the union. It is an extensive mountainous
district, with, for the most part, a cold unproductive soil.

The following may be taken as a tolerably close
estimate of the results of the harvest in this locality.
The potato crop is almost a total failure; of those raised
some are rotting in the pits, whilst the remainder does
not form a wholesome and nutritious food. The return
was, however, a bad one, one-third being the average
loss, and in some places much more. The quality of the
grain is most inferior. There was not much wheat grown,
and the yield is at most only one-half of a good average
crop. The extent of land under barley this year was
very limited, and the produce greatly deficient.

As a general rule, the farmers have but few cattle, and
those are of an inferior description, and in poor condition.
The loss of pigs in the spring and summer by distemper
was a serious addition to the other misfortunes of this
season, which has been almost unprecedentedly severe.
The rents vary from 15s. to 30s. per acre, according to
the quality of the soil; and so far as I can judge, the land
is not generally let at too low a figure.
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A clergyman, who resides in this parish and is in-
timately acquainted with the condition of the people,
gave me the following description of the present state of
Feakle. I give his statement as nearly as possible in his
own words, because I think it candid and truthful, and
applicable to many other parts of the country:—

“There are comparatively but few persons of the
labouring class in this parish—that is, of people living,
so to speak, from hagd to mouth, and depending upon
their daily hire for their daily food. These persons do
not hold any land except a rood or two in which they
grow potatoes, and they will be badly off during the
coming winter, because there is no employment going on
at present, and no one to give employment. There are
several comfortable farmers holding from twenty to thirty
acres and upwards; they are independent, and will not
find their resources seriously impaired by the failure of
the crops. The remainder of the population consists of
small farmers, holding five or six acres, many of whom
have saved a little capital, and will be able to get through
the winter and pay the May rent, which becomes payable
this November; but it will distress them sorely to pay the
November gale next April, and some will not be able to
meet it. The want of fuel will be their greatest priva-
tion. Speaking generally, they have scarcely any turf
saved; but they will gather underwood, brambles,
furze, and heath, to supply its place for the winter
consumption. Somehow they will contrive to struggle
through; and living constantly, as so many of them
do, on the verge of poverty, hardships and suffer-
ings which would appal others have but little terrors
for them. There are some aged, infirm, and diseased
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persons, whose relatives cannot support them during the
winter, and who must therefore seek relief in the work-
house, and from this cause there will be an increase, but
not a large one, of paupers. There are no resident
gentry in this parish. The small farmers till their lands
themselves, and employ as few labourers as possible, and
do not exert themselves much to improve their holdings.
They are generally tenants at will, and are afraid to
improve because of the insecurity of their tenure. There
will be no starvation in this neighbourhood, and if the
people could get employment, there would be no severe
suffering from want of food”.

The parishes of Kilnoe, Moynoe, and Tomgraney, also
in the barony of Upper Tulls, present in the main
similar features to those of Feakle. The land is some-
what better, but the loss of potatoes is equally great, and
the other crops are equally deficient in quantity and
quality. Here is the return, per Irish acre, of the pro-
duce of a small farm in the townland of Caherhurley, in
the parish of Kilnoe: Wheat, 4 barrels of 20 stones;
oats, 9 barrels of 14 stones; barley, 8 barrels of 16 stones;
turnips, 5 tons; potatoes, 200 stones. In an average
good year, the produce would be from ten to twelve
barrels of wheat, twelve barrels of oats, and 1,500 stones
of potatoes, per Irish acre. The deficiency of the potato
crop on this particular holding is therefore something
enormous.

I have to repeat the observations which I have already
made with respect to the more favourable return of the
patato crop when planted on moorland or bog. This is
the concurrent testimony of all with whom I have con-
versed on the subject; and I have verified it so far a
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I have been able to do. For instance, on the way
from-Scariff to Feakle there are several bogs on which
the potato has been grown, situated on the left hand
side and nearly on a level with the roadway; and
at the opposite side of the road the ground gradually
rises to a considerable elevation, and the soil is of a
tolerably good description. In the.potato fields in the
bog I saw from three to four large-sized ¢ pits” of
potatoes, whilst on the other side of the road, in fields
of the same size, there were generally only one or two.

The union of Tulla comprises parts.of the baronies of
Bunratty Lower and Bunratty Upper, and of Upper and
Lower Tulla. Its area contains 85,809 statute acres,
and the total annual valuation of rateable property is
£32,559 10s. 1 shall not enter minutely into the condi-
tion of the people in this union, because it would be
merely a repetition of what I have already stated in
reference to other parts of the county.

The number of paupers in the Tulla workhouse on
Saturday, the 16th November, was 254; of whom 97
were in hospital, and 26 classed as able-bodied men,
though none of these can be so described in the ordinary
acceptation of the word. At the corresponding period of
last year, viz., in the week ending 17th of November,
1860, the number of inmates was 190, of whom 100
were in hospital. This shows an increase in the present
year of 64. The number in the house on the 29th of
September 1861, was 191, and at the close of each suc-
ceeding week, the numbers were 203, 213, 219, 222, 242,
and on Saturday the 16th instant, 254. An increase to
over 300 is anticipated during the winter and spring.
The average cost of supporting the paupers at present is
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2s. 6d. per head per week, as compared with 2s. 8d., the
corresponding period of last year. The last rate for the
half-year struck for this union was 2s. 6d. in the pound
on the electoral division of Tulla, 1s. 4d. on the divisions
of Ballyblood and New Grove, and the lowest, 8d., on
the division of Dangan.

.CHAPTER IIL

Ennis. —Tramways.—Professional mendicants.—Land Improvement
Act.—The great Thomond Estates.—Condition of the purchasers.

Tars is the capital of the county Clare, and is a thriving,
active, busy town, containing at present, according to the
last census returns, 7,127 inhabitants. The decrease of
the population during the last decade amounts to no less
than 3,392 persons, the number of inhabitants in the
year 1851 being estimated at 10,518. Although the
population has suffered so large a diminution, the busi-
ness of Ennis appears to have increased. The aspect of
. the town has evidently undergone a vast improvement,
and the better appearance of the shops and houses in the
leading thoroughfares denotes a considerable degree of
prosperity amongst the enterprising traders of this com-
munity. Within a very few years a railway has been
opened to Limerick, and two new streets, containing good
substantial houses, have been constructed at the western
side of the town, for the purpose of bringing it into more
direct communication with the market-place. A hand-
some court-house and Roman Catholic church, and a
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monument to the memory of the late Daniel O'Connell,
erected on the site of the old court-house, and now fast
approaching completion, constitute the most remarkable
architectural features of Ennis. Two fine edifices are in
progress of erection by the National and Provincial
Banking Companies of Ireland, and, when finished, will
add much to the adornment of the town.

The observation respecting the prosperity of the traders
refers to a recent period, and is not properly applicable
to the present, for, in truth, business is now remarkably
dull here as in other towns in the West of Ireland. The
shopkeepers of Ennis must therefore look forward, for
some time to come, to greatly diminished receipts, and
they will require the liberal aid of the banks to enable
them to maintain their position satisfactorily.

There is a large and poor labouring population in the
town, amongst whom severe distress prevails during the
winter and spring of almost every year; but in the
present year their sufferings will commence earlier, and
be of greater intensity, than any of which they have had
previous experience. These people depend almost en-
tirely on the potato, which they cultivate in small patches
of a quarter of an acre; but, as the failure of the crops has .
been universal in the uplands, and as there is not much
bog land in the immediate neighbourhood of Ennis, on
which the potato is grown, they find themselves deprived
of the means of subsistence, with no prospect before them
but the workhouse. If they could obtain employment
all would go well; for the low prices of Indian corn and
oatmeal would enable a working man who earned a shil-
ling a day to feed his family even better than he could
possibly do with an average crop of potatoes. But
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beyond the small amount of labour required to carry on
the buildings to which I have spoken, there is no em-
ployment here for the labouring class, who must remain
in idleness, seeing their scanty stock of provisions dis-
appear daily, until actual starvation compels them to
throw themselves and their families on the union for
support, from which wretched fate very few of the
miserably poor population of Ennis can hope to escape.

People here speak of the necessity of some system of
public works, with a view to relieve the destitution,
which is certain to prevail from February at least until
agricultural operations are again actively begun; but it is
scarcely possible that the Government will yield to any
application of that nature, and it is certainly not desirable
that the public money should be squandered on useless
works, such as those which were undertaken in the
famine years, when our roads were destroyed, our people
demoralized, and a weighty burden placed on the pro-
perty of the country, by the gross mismanagement of
those entrusted with the administration of the fund voted
by Parliament for the relief of Irish distress.

At the same time, if any work of acknowledged public
utility be projected, it would be the duty of the Govern-
ment to advance the funds requisite to carry it out, even
though by doing so they might run counter to some
of the favourite theories of the mew school of political
economists. I believe there are some instances in which
such assistance can be rendered by the Government
under legislative sanction. It is possible a project might
be attempted for the making of tramways in districts
where distress is likely to occur, and that the Govern-
ment would support the movement by a loan, thereby
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enabling the projectors to avail themselves of the faci-
lities of the Act of the 23rd and 24th of the Queen,
chapter 152, which received the royal assent on the
28th of August, 1860, and was passed for the purpose,
and with the express design, of facilitating internal com-
munication in this country by means of tramways. The
promoters of such undertakings were required to give
notice to the owners of all land which would be required,
after depositing on or before the 1st of May in any
year, the plans, sections, etc., with the secretary of
the grand jury of any county within which a tramway
was proposed to be made, and with the county sur-
veyor, and the clerk of each union. By the fifth section
a preliminary inquiry was to be instituted by the grand
jury at the summer assizes, and in the event of appro-
val by that body, the Board of Works, being furnished
with duplicates of all the plans, was to make a public
inquiry into the merits of the undertaking, and report
its opinion, with any modifications of an engineering
or financial character for the public advantage. The
definitive approval or disapproval was to take place at
the following spring assizes; and in the former event,
the Lord Lieutenant in council was empowered by an
order to authorise the making and maintaining of the
tramway, the order being subsequently confirmed by an
act of parliament. The act also regulated the amount
of the share capital of the new company—empowered
the borrowing of money on mortgage to the extent of
one-third of their share capital; every tramway to be
worked by animal power only, and to be constructed on
the guage of, five feet three inches. The legislature
also provided that, where the promoters are not an exist-
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ing company, they should, within forty-eight hours after
the making of the order in council, deposit one-twentieth
of the estimated cost of the undertaking in the Bank of
Ireland.

The act in question was amended by the 24th and
25th Victoria, chap. 102, as some of its provisions were
found to cause unnecessary delay, and now it is not
necessary for the grand jury to make a provisional ap-
proval of any undertaking for a tramway, but they may
definitively approve or disapprove of the project at the
first assizes at which the same shall be brought before
them, the application to be made either at the spring or
summer assizes. There has also been this judicious
modification made by the latter statute, that the inquiry
by the Board of Works is to take place before any ap-
plication to the grand jury, and to be confined te
engineering questions. The order in council is also
made valid without any further confirmation by act of
parliament. The instance of the railway to Galway,
which was made with money advanced by the Govern-
ment, ought to render them favourably disposed to aid
any similar enterprise during a time of emergency like
the present. The receipts of the line from Athlone to
Galway have been sufficient, not only to pay the interest
on the loan, but to yield a profit to the proprietors; and
there are numerous cases in which a line of railway, if
constructed chiefly for ready money, would turn out a
paying concern; whereas if carried out on the ruinous
system, now too often adopted, of paying the con-
tractors with stock, it would be profitless to those who
originally embarked their capital in it.

An act of parliament has been obtained, authorising
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the construction of a railway from Ennis to Athenry,
but as yet no steps appear to have been taken to carry
out the project, though, if the line is to be made at all, it
would be desirable, for the sake of the poor labouring
population of Ennis, that the works should be com-
menced as speedily as possible. Although there must be
many persons in this town and its locality who are even
now short of food, the anticipated distress will not begin
to manifest itself until the beginning of the new year.
The potatoes that the labouring class have saved, will
hardly suffice until Christmas, but many will contrive to
make out a precarious and scanty subsistence for a few
weeks longer, after which I fear the workhouse roll will
tell a sad tale of want and suffering. ’

The Ennis union comprises an area of 112,504 statute
acres, containing in 1851 a population of 40,345; and
the poor law valuation in 1859, was something over
£72,000. In the weck ending the 16th November,
1861, the number of inmates was 435, as compared with
378 in the corresponding week of the previous year—
showing an increase of 57. Of those in the house on
the 16th, 217 were classed as healthy, and 218 were
under medical treatment in the workhouse infirmary and
the fever hospital. There were a few persons classed as
able-bodie 1, but in reality there was no man of that de-
scription ia the house, and the women entitled to be so
designated, were perso:s who were unmarried and had
children. The number in the house in the week ending
on the 29th September was 370; and in the succeeding
weeks up to the 16th of November, the numbers res-
pectively were 394, 406, 407, 409, and 418. The
average cost of maintaining a healthy pauper at present
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is 1s. 83d. per week, the cost in the infirmary being
2s. 7}d., and in the fever hospital, 3s. 3d. per head. The
contract prices for provisions are as follows:—White
bread, 61d. per 4lb. loaf; wholemeal flour, £14 5s.;
oatmeal, £15 7s. 6d., and Indian meal, £10 5s. per ton.
New milk is supplied at 63d. per gallon, and coals at
21s. 6d. per ton. Two rates have been struck for the
Ppresent year, one in June, the other in November. The
higher rate, struck in June, was 1s. 9d. in the pound for
the electoral division of Ennis, and the lowest 5d., for the
division of Urlan. The last rate amounted to 1s. 4d. in
the pound for the Ennis, and 4d. for the Urlan division.
It is probable that the new rate will be considerably
higher than either of these, as the relieving officers anti-
cipate a large increase of paupers very soon. The almost
complete want of fuel amongst the poorest class will
drive the aged and infirm into the workhouse, even
although their relatives might be able to supply them
with food for & short time longer..

There are instances of the relieving officers being
imposed on by professional mendicants simulating the
direst extremity of distress, whilst they are really pos-
essed of what would be considered a handsome fortune
by many of the industrious people upon whose charitable
feclings they practise so dexterously. A remarkable
case occurred s few weeks ago in this locality. A
beggar woman named Freele, and her three children, all
artistically made up to counterfeit the most abject desti-
tation, were admitted into the Ennis workhouse. When
searched by the matron, however, a bank receipt for
£60 was found concealed on the person of this impostor,
together with notes, silver, and copper, amounting in
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all to £70. The sturdy beggarwoman, when detected,
at once claimed her discharge, and left the house in no
very amiable frame of mind at the unexpected defeat of
her attempt at deception.

In the immediate neighbourhood of Ennis there are
several large grazing farms, the owners of which are
independent, and will not be much affected by the
deficient harvest, and who employ nobody but a few
herdsmen to attend to their stock of cattle and sheep.
A limestone formation extends for some miles around
the town, and the soil is therefore admirably suited for
pasturage. Indeed, in Clare many districts may be
found where tillage is impossible, great sheets of lime-
stone spreading over the ground, and huge masses of
rock being scattered in chaotic confusion over the fields
—=s0 that in many places an area comprising several
acres does not contain one of productive soil. Never-
theless, this apparently barren land is better than it
appears to be, and is eagerly sought for at a high rent;
for the grass growing in the spaces between these masses
of limestone is of the best and sweetest kind, and sheep
thrive on it amazingly.

This year was a favourable one for grass in this part
of the country; and the high prices obtained for young
cattle enabled the ‘strong farmers”, who have given
their attention to the rearing of stock, to do very well.
Here, as elsewhere, the sufferers will be the small farmers,
who depend on tillage, and have not put anything by to
meet such a crisis as the present; and in the parishes of
Kilmaley, Killone, and Clondegad, lying to the south of
Ennis, there are many farmers of this class. Their
potatoes have proved a failure, and all the other crops
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are equally deficient, with the exception of oats, which
did not yield quite an average return, and the quality of
which is very inferior. In the Ennis market oats are
now sold at prices ranging from 5d. to 111d. per stone,
and wheat brings from £1 5s. to £1 13s. 4d. per barrel.
The price of bay is from 30s. to £2 a ton, but it is
expected that it will be much dearer.

It will be seen that food still continues to be cheap.
Fuel is the only article in which there has been a great

advance of price. Turf is sold here by the creel, which -

now brings six or seven shillings, but which was sold for-
merly for half-a-crown and eighteen pence. I have seen
the formers disposing of their oats in the market, and
every one of them brought with him on his return home
two or more sacks of meal, clearly indicating that their
potatoes have been néarly exhausted.

The river Fergus, which runs through Ennis, and
falls into the Shannon midway between Kilrush and
Limerick, also contributed its quota to the disasters of
the year. The continuous rains during July and August
caused the river to overflow its banks, inundating mea-
dows, potato gardens, and oat fields on either side, and
doing a large amount of damage. For some time pre-
viously, an occurrence of this kind had become very rare.
in consequence of the drainage operations carried on by
the Board of Works, but it would appear that enough
has not yet been done to provide against the conse-
quences of an unusually wet season.

I could not avoid observing the great want of thorough
drainage in various parts of the country through which
I have passed. Much as has been done under the Land
Improvement Act in this direction, & great deal more
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remains to be effected before it can be said that the
resources of the land have been fully developed, as
striking instances of carelessness and neglect met the
eye in every quarter. Places where there is a good fall
and every facility for carrying off the water, are allowed
to remain wet and swampy, when a comparatively trifling
expenditure would render the soil rich and fertile, and
repay the owner fourfold for his outlay.

It is singular that the gentry of this country have not
more generally availed themselves of the provisions of
that very useful statute, the Land Improvement Act.
The sum borrowed under the act averaged a few years
ago £35,000 per annum. It has now fallen to £27,000 a
year. As some of your readers may not be acquainted
with the manner in which the act is carried out, I will
briefly state the modus operandi. The owner of an
estate, who wishes to borrow money for the purpose of
draining and otherwise improving his land, applies to the
local inspector of the Board of Works, who inquires into
and examines the proposed scheme, and approves of it, or
suggests such alterations as seem to him most advisable.
The plan having been approved of by the proper officer,
the Board advances, by instalments, the sum fixed upon,
due security being taken for the payment of the interest
and principal. The interest is 64 per cent. per annum,
the payment of which for twenty-two years cancels the
debt. The interest charged is, in reality, only 3} per
cent., the additional 3 per cent., being applied to the
repayment of the principal, which can be paid off sooner
if the borrower wishes, and there are regulated tables for
that purpose. In every instance where money has been
borrowed under this act, and properly expended on a
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well devised system of drainage, the result has been of
considerable benefit to the land, and an increase of
income to the owner.. :

By the amended act of 1854 the sum which any one
individual is entitled to borrow is strictly Limited to
£5,000, without reference to the value of the estate, the
necessity for improvement, the age of the tenant for life,
or the repayment of the loan. This stringent clause
operates occasionally in a most anomalous manner.
Thus, theo wner of an estate worth £20,000 a year,
who, on coming of age, has borrowed.£5,000 for
drainage purposes, cannot obtain a further advance,
though he should be fortunate enough to attain the age
of eighty, and have repaid the original loan. The
moment he dies, his successor can apply for and
obtain a similar advance; and thus the successive
owners of a property worth £10,000 a year, may obtain
a sum equal to their annual rental within twenty-three
years, whilst the proprietor of a vastly more extensive
property will, during a long life, be strictly limited to
£5,000.

I know an instance of a gentleman, the owner of a
large estate in the county of Galway, who borrowed
£5,000 under the Land Improvement Act, a considerable
portion of which he has repaid. Being anxious to carry
out the drainage system on other parts of his property,
he applied to the Board for an additional loan, but was
met by the reply: “ The sum already advanced to you
hss reached the extreme limit fixed by the act; and
thongh yen have repaid the greater portion of that loan,

y‘ advance you more”. It was quite
mit on the amount of the loans, but
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I am satisfied the legislature never intended to sanction
such an anomaly as that produced by the strict inter-
pretation of the statute.

There is another matter connected with this subject
which is worthy of special remark, and which possibly
may be considered deserving the consideration of the
legislature, which is, that the Board of Public Works
are not empowered by this act of parliament to lend
money for the building of dwelling-houses, except for
labourers; though they may advance money for farm
offices, on the condition that such offices are attached to
establishments intended solely for agricultural purposes.
This stringency of the statute is a decided drawback to
the advancement of the country, as there are landlords in
Ireland who, if they could procure money by these
means, would build suitable houses for themselves as well
as their tenantry. Such a facility would be the meane
of conferring a lasting benefit on their estates, and offer
an inducement to them to spend their incomes at home,
instead of becoming absentees. :

I wish to refer briefly to the position of a class of farmers,
gome of whom are to be found near this town, whilst
others are settled in various parts of the county. I speak
of a peculiar class, very rare, I think I may esy unique,
in Ireland, viz., farmers of humble rank, who have
attained to the dignity of being owners in fee. It will
be remembered, that a few years ago the great Thomond
Estates, including land in every part of the county, but
chiefly situate in the baronies of Islands, Inchiquin, and
Burren, were sold in the Landed Estates Court. The
property was disposed of in small lots, by which a larger
sum was realized than would otherwise have been
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obtained, and nearly the whole of which were purchased
by farmers, some buying their own holdings, and others
the farms of their neighbours. In several instances the
purchaser had accumulated sufficient means at once to
peay off the purchase money; but in the majority of cases
they were able to make up a portion only of the
required sum, and were obliged to borrow the remainder
on mortgage. They have since been making strenuous
efforts to pay off the loans, but the deficient harvests of
the last two years have crippled them considerably, and
they now occupy a very critical position. Another
season like the last would reduce many to the verge of
insolvency, and a fourth bad year would ruin them com-
pletely, and throw the Thomond property, or a great
part of it, again into the market. It is to be hoped, for
many reasons, that these people will be able to struggle
through, and to hold permanently the lands which they
have thus acquired; since the establishment of a class of
independent yeoman farmers amongst us would be an
important circumstance, calculated to have no small
influence on the social condition of the country. Itis
wonderful how conservative in their ideas some of these
farmers have become under the magic influence of a real
estate in the land, and how absolute are theit notions of
a landlord’s rights to do what he likes with his own; for
in several instances the new proprietor did not scruple
to turn out the occupier of the holding he had purchased,
in a summary fashion, and under circumstances which
would have formed the theme for much indignant
denunciation, had the act been committed by one of the
old landlords of the country.

4'
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CHAPTER IV

Bcenery between Kilrosh and Ballyvaghan.—Carrigaholt.—Gathering
seaweed. —Emigration,—Kilrush.—8State of its inhabitants.—The
Crops.

Havine given as much time as I considered necessary to
an cxamination of the north-eastern and central portions
of the county of Clare, and endeavoured to describe as
accurately as possible the condition and prospects of the
people in those districts, I determined to visit and in-
spect the western coast, where I was led to believe dis-
tress was likely to be felt more severely than in other
parts of Clare. I therefore proceeded from Ennis to
Kilrush, and from thence along the shores of the Atlantic
to Kilkee, Miltown Malbay, Ennistymon, and Bally-
vaghan—a village about twelve miles distant, across the
bay, from the town of Galway.

The country which I thus traversed, from Kilrush
to Ballyvaghan, presents during the winter season a
bleak and desolate appearance. Vast tracts of bog, poor
undrained lands, wretched-looking cabins, and bare
mountain sides, are the general features which strike the
eye and remain impressed upon the memory. Scarcely
a tree or shrub is visible, and even in those few com-
paratively sheltered spots, where some gentlemen have
with considerable care and labour succeeded in surround-
ing their houses with miniature groves, the fierce blast
from the Atlantic stunts the growth of the trees, and

nips off their topmost branches as if they were regularly
trimmed like a hedge.
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' The coast scenery, however, is extremely fine, and
presents almost every variety which the lover of nature
in her most picturesque and wildest aspects can desire.
The stupendous cliffs of Moher would alone repay a
visit from the remotest part of these islands; and scarcely
less attractive is the pretty watering place of Kilkee,
with its bold projecting headlands, worn into a thousand
fantastic forms by the action of the ses, whose waves
ceaselessly dash and foam against their rocky boundaries,
and, when the wind is high, send clouds of spray flying
over the loftiest cliffs. In summer the coast of Clare is
a delightful place of resort for those in search of health
and recreation: in winter it is sometimes awfully grand
and sublime.

Under other circumstances my visit to these scenes
would have been one of great personal enjoyment,
but the pleasure with which I viewed their beauties
was painfully mingled with the knowledge that many
of the poor people are even now suffering from want
of food and fuel, and that before the end of January
their distress will have reached the utmost limit of
endurance. This observation, though generally appli-
cable to the entire country, does not apply with equal
force to every part of the west coast of Clare, for there
are some localities where the failure of all the crops has
been complete; and there are others where the loss has
not been so great, and where peculiar local circumstances
have given the inhabitants resources which will enable
them to struggle better against the calamity of a deficient
harvest.

Speaking on the authority of those acquainted with
this county, I believe that the population of the narrow
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peninsula which extends from Kilkee to Loophead will
be most severely tried during the ensuing winter and
spring. This neck of land is about twenty miles in
length, and varies in breadth from eight to three miles,
and being almost completely surrounded by water, the
humidity of the climate is greater than in other parts of
the county, whilst the billows of the Atlantic, for ever
dashing against the cliffs, cause a cloud of surf to hang
perpetually over the land, contributing to that excessive
saturation of the soil so destructive to tillage.

The district of which I now speak includes two pa-
rishes—Moyarta and Kilbarryowen; the latter of which
is about six miles long, extending from Loophead to
within a mile of the village of Carrigaholt; and it is here
especially that the greatest apprehension of scarcity and
want prevails, for it consists chiefly of arable land, and
includes within its boundaries very little fresh bog, which
is tantamount to saying that the people have no potatoes.
Moreover, the oats are said to have been a total failure,
as the continuous rain and the unusual coldness of the
season did not allow the grain to ripen, and in some
instances the cattle were turned into the fields to eat the
unripe corn, or else it was cut merely for the sake of the
straw.

Notwithstanding the decrease of population through- °
out the county, the two parishes are thickly in-
habited, chiefly by small farmers, labourers, and fisher-
men. The sea abounds with fish: mackerel and
herrings are often taken in large quantities near the
shore, and cod, haddock, soles, and ling are caught at a
greater distance. The people, however, do not possess the
means of carrying on the fishery in a proper manner.
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They fish from * corraghs” or canoes, consisting of a light
framework of wood covered with tarred canvas, and
which, from their extreme buoyancy, dance lightly over
the waves, and are quite safe, even in rough weather,
when dexterously managed by an experienced boatman;
but it i3 obvious that these frail structures are not suitable
for deep sea fishing, and that to a great extent the teeming
‘waters must remain unproductive o far as these humble
fishermen are concerned. Bream and other coarse fish are
obtained along the rocky shore, which, together with the
shell-fish gathered by the women and children, contribute
greatly to the support of many poor families.

Those who have no land rent a small patch for the
cultivation of potatoes. This is generally called * mock”
by the people of the West, and in other parts of Ireland
it is termed “conacre”. In the district of which I am
now speaking the average rent charged for ¢ conacre” is
£4 an acre, but in other places along the coast it rises so
high as £6, £8, and even £10 an acre for bog land
which the tenant has to manure at great labour and
expense. Persons living near the sea can easily obtain
seaweed, sand, and shells for manure, and this fact will
account for the comparative density of the population
along the coast. Farms which border on the sea are
much coveted, because of the privilege given to the
tenant of collecting seaweed—a right really belonging to
the public, but exclusively assumed by the proprietors of
the s0il. When a small farmer has collected a sufficient
quantity of seaweed to manure his own land, he gathers
as much more as he can, and carriesit to Ennis or some
other inland place, where he finds a ready sale for all
he brings to raarket, and thus obtains a few pounds, which
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enable him to pay his rent or to procure food for his
family.

The industry which the poor labourer displays, and
the hardships which he undergoes, to gain a scanty
subsistence for himself and those dependent on him, are
perhaps unparalleled in any other quarter of the globe.
When a storm rages, the residents near the coast assemble
in hundreds at the water’s edge, to collect the seaweed
which the waves cast on the beach. Men, women, and
even children, are often engaged in this toilsome occupa-
tion during the whole night, exposed to wind and rain,
and drenched by the spray; and the labour thus com-
menced is not unfrequently prolonged throughout the
day with a vigour and perseverance which refute the
imputation so often levelled against our countrymen, that
they are indolent and idle. Ignorant they may be, and
obstinately attached to their own customs they too often
are; but it must not be forgotten, that few persons have
taken the trouble to win their confidence, to remove their
prejudices, and set them a good example.

I believe that more peaceable, tractable, and well-
disposed people than the inhabitants of this county do
not exist. Crime is almost unknown amongst them,
their honesty is proverbial, and drunkenness, so long the
bane of Ireland, is greatly on the decrease—a result
which, is mainly attributable to the zealous exertions of
the Roman Catholic clergy.

As to the industry of the people, I have said enough
on that subject. There can be no doubt of their willing-
ness to work hard; but unfortunately there is no oppor-
tunity afforded them after the harvest operations have
been concluded: and the loss of the potato, which was
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their main dependence, must therefore, in very many
cases, result in extreme destitution.

I have spoken to a great many persons of intelligence,
who are intimately acquainted with the habits and modes
of life of these people, and they all concur in the opinion
that the dearth of food and fuel must ruin many of the
small farmers, and send vast numbers of the labouring
class to the poorhouse, if employment of some description
be not provided for them. Of course, no one need starve,
The workhouses are empty, the rates are low, the popu-
lation greatly reduced; and all who are absolutely in
want, can obtain food and shelter without very seriously
impairing the resources of the ratepayers; but it is
melancholy to contemplate the breaking up and pauperi-
zation of whole families, and every effort should be made
to avert such a contingency.

It would also be most injurious to the country at large
if the drain of emigration, which has partially ceased,
should be again renewed, for it is always the flower of
our population, the young, the healthy, and the strong,
who quit this country to seek their fortunes in other
lands, leaving behind them the aged and infirm. Emi-
gration has already caused a great scarcity of good labour
in many parts of Ireland, and I fear the bad results of
the last two seasons will turn the attention of many to
Australia or the British colonies, if landlords do not act
with judicious forbearance, and if some assistance be
not given to enable the people to struggle through their
present difficulties.

This reference to emigration leads me to mention a
resource possessed by the poor of this country, which
ought not to be overlooked in considering their present
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position. There isscarcely a family in Clare which has
not some member or members in America or Australis,
and remittances are constantly being sent by these exiles
to their relatives at home. Sometimes the old couple
receive five or six pounds from their son, whose horny
hand need never lie idle in his bosom in the new world.
Sometimes, as in a case which was lately mentioned to
me, a young girl earning good wages in America, sends
geveral pounds to her brother, who is willing to work, but
can find no employment in his own country. The large
sums thus sent home by Irish emigrants have often
excited surprise and elicited the warmest admiration, as
proofs of the deep-seated feelings of family affection
which characterise our people. Latterly the remittances
from America have decreased, in consequence of the
fratricidal war now raging in that country; but money
is still coming from Australia, and were it not for
this timely help many families would have no prospect
before them save the workhouse.

Kilrush is a smart and good business town, situate
near the mouth of the Shannon, and distant about thirty
miles from Limerick, with which it has, in the present
season, steam communication every second day; that is
to say, a boat belonging to the City of Dublin Steam
Packet Company goes from Limerick to Kilrush on
one day, and returns from Kilrush to Limerick on the
next. The population of Kilrush is now 4,565, being
an increase of ninety-four since the last census in
1851.

This town is a remarkable instance of the improve-
ment which has taken place in so many country towns
throughout Ireland since 1846. During the interval that
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has elapsed, the shops in Kilrush have doubled in number,
and greatly increased in size. For example, in 1846
there was scarcely a shop in the town more than 24 feet
in length, and there was not one having a plate-glass
window ; whereas now there are twelve shops with plate-
glass windows, some of 30 feet in front, and over 80 feet
from front to rear. These shops are well-stocked with
goods, varying in value from £1,000 to £7,000, but they
are now almost deserted in consequence of the distressed
state of the country; and traders whose daily receipts in
prosperous years used to average £30, are now not
receiving more than £6 or £7 a day. I was assured by
8 respectable shopkeeper that in the year 1860 he re-
ceived for debts due to him for goods sold on credit
£1,700. This year he has not received half that amount,
and the falling off both in purchases and the payment of
bills dates from the 1st of September. Up to that time
bills were punctually paid by the farmers, but now it is
almost impossible to obtain money from them except by
legal process, and in numerous instances the traders who
endorsed their bills to the banks, have been obliged to
meet them, to their serious embarrassment.

There are branches of the National and Provincial
Banks here, but there are complaints that they are
restricting the accommodation which they were in the
habit of giving, and have refused to renew many of
the bills of the small farmers, even though a reduction
on them was proposed to be made. Of course the
managers are right to guard themselves against incurring
bad debts; but it cannot be denied that the illiberality of
Irish banks has often been the subject of censure by
the mercantile community, and I believe that nothing
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would please the shopkeepers of Kilrush better than the
establishment in their town of a branch either of the
Bank of Ireland or one of the Northern banking com-
panies. '

There can be no stronger proof of the distress under
which the farming classes are now suffering, than the
enormous increase in the number of processes issued and
entered at all the quarter sessions throughout the county,
At the sessions of Kilrush, held on the 9th October,
there were no less than 600 entries, and since 1847 they
never exceeded half that number, and were often much
less. The number of processes which were issued on
this occasion from the Stamp-office were about 6,000,
the debts claimed being due for money lent and shop
goods, meal, and, other articles sold to the small farmers.
I was informed that horses and cattle have been
sold in the market-place under decrees obtained at
the last sessions; and with regard to the large labour-
ing population living in and about the outskirts of
the town, the want of employment has reduced them
already to a miscrable condition, and they are in many
instances now living on the money raised at the pawn
offices, which are the only establishments at present
flourishing in Kilrush.

The land for several miles around Kilrush is very poor,
“having a light surface with a very retentive subsoil: to
use the expression in common use amongst the people it
is “cold, spewy land”. The wetness of the spring and
summer was therefore peculiarly unfavourable to tillage
in this locality : the loss fell almost entirely on the small
farmer, to whom that species of agriculture is confined,
snd on the labouring man, who cultivates his quarter
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or half an acre of “mock”. The large farmers have
eonverted all their arable land into grazing ground, to
feed stock and make butter, instead of growing corn as
they used formerly to do. For instance, previously to
1846, more than 100,000 barrels of oats were annually
exported from Kilrush; but the quantity now exported
does not amount to 50,000 barrels a-year; cattle, pigs,
and butter having taken the place of corn.

Those who have large grazing farms have latterly been
80 prosperous, that their position will not be affected by
the present unfavourable harvest; but with respect to the
farmers of a lower class, who depend partly on tillage and
the produce of their dairies, it must be remembered that
they are now suffering under the combined effects of two
bad years Tn 1859 and 1860 fodder was exceedingly
scarce, and the price of hay rose to £7, £10, and even £12
aton. The consequence was, that the farmer of limited
means had to dispose of his stock at a great sacrifice, and
instances were not uncommon of the young cattle dying
from want of food. The loss from this source was con-
siderable, and before the farmers had recovered from the
embarrassments caused thereby, a calamity of a still more
aggravated character has befallen them. The potato was
sown extensively in the neighbourhood of Kilrush, but
in all the uplands the crop has proved utterly valueless.
There are a few exceptional instances in which the produce
has been comparatively large and good in quality, but in
all these cases the sowing took place in February, and
the tuber had acquired size and stamina before the blight
set in. Potatoes grown in fresh bog only have escaped
the disease. The second crop from bog land is rarely so
good as the first, and when three or four crops have been
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taken from it in succession, the peaty soil seems to lose
its antiseptic properties, and the potatoes rot in it as
freely as in rich heavy land.

I must observe that I have never seen a really good
meally potato which had been grown in a bog. Under
the most favourable circumstances the produce from bog
land is tolerably large, and there is no appearance of the
blight; but the quality is very poor—the potatoes being
soft and wet, deficient in farina, and consequently want-
ing in nutriment.

The great secret of success 1n the cultivation of the
potato is to sow early, in February if possible, but not
later than March. Even then, long-continued rain may
disappoint the most reasonable hopes of the farmer; but
there can be no doubt that the man who has taken time
by the forelock in the sowing of his crop, has the best
chance of obtaining a favourable return.

The oat crop, which was formerly the staple produce
of this district, was the worst that has ever been recol-
lected. The extent of the failure may be estimated from
the fact that in the townland of Movene ten men threshed
only £2 worth of oats in an entire day. The failure in
wheat and turnips, neither of which, however, was sown
to any extent, was equally great: in fact, with the single
exception of grass, failure was the universal rule.

With respect to fuel, Kilrush is not so badly off as
other places where I have been. Extensive bogs
cncompass it almost on every side, and considerable
quantities of turf are brought into the town, and sent
from thence by boat into the city and county of Limerick,
where high prices aré readily obtained. But, though
there is not an absolute dearth of fuel here, yet it is
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nearly double its former price; the kish of turf, which
used to bring 1s. 6d., is now selling at 2s. 6d., and occa-
sionally for 3s. There is an abundance of turf still lying
on the bogs, which the people were unable to save. Of
course the present high price places this most necessary
article out of the poor man’s reach, and the suffering from
this cause is now most pressing, and demands immediate
relief.

I perceive that ¢ fuel funds” have been formed in
Limerick, Ennis, Galway, and elsewhere, and I hope this
example will be followed in Kilrush and every other
locality where the scarcity is most severely felt. In March
and April turf will be again abundant, but in the mean-
time how are the poor to survive through three cold and
dreary months, without a sod of turf to cook their food,
or to afford that warmth which is essential to existence ?

The number of inmates in the Kilrush workhouse
shows an increase over that of the previous year. Thus,
on Saturday, the 16th of November last, the number
was 298; and at the same date in the previous year, 259.
There are no able-bodied men in the house, although a
few are enumerated under that head; and the forty-four
women classed as able-bodied, are persons who have
availed themselves of the workhouse as a lying-in hos-
pital. On the 16th ult. there were only two cases of fever
in the house, and the number of persons in the infirmary
was 114. The average cost of maintaining a pauper at
present is 2s. 73d. per week, and at the corresponding
period of the two previous years it was 2s. 7}d. in 1860,
and 2s. 2d. in 1859. The contract prices for the supply
of provisions are low, viz., beef and mutton, 41d., and
coarse meat, 3}d. per Ib.; oatmeal, £14 15s.; and Indian




62 THE WEST OF IRELAND.

meal, £9 5s. per ton; brown bread, 5}d., and white
bread, 6}d. per four pound loaf. In 1860 there were
two contracts for provisioning the house, viz., oatmeal,
£14 17s. 6d. and £16 8s. per ton; Indian meal, £9 7s. 6d.
and £8 19s. 9d. per ton; best meat, 5d. per Ib.; brown
bread, 5}d., and white bread, 53d. per four pound loaf.
Two rates were struck in 1861—the first on the 25th
of May, and the second on the 9th of November.
The highest rate was that for the Kilrush electoral
division, and the lowest that for Tulig, viz., 1s. 3d. and
1s. 8d., and 5d. and 6d. respectively.

It would be a serious omission to finish my description
of Kilrush without some reference to the largest pro-
prietor and the best landlord in the district: I allude to
Colonel Vandeleur, one of the members for Clare, who is
one of the most popular men in the county, and will
continue to represent it in parliament as long as he
desires to enjoy that honour. In every part of the county
which I have visited, but especially in the western portions,
where his extensive estates are situated, I have heard
Colonel Vandeleur praised as one of the kindest and most
considerate of landlords. With the exception of a few
town fields, which are set at reasonable rents, all his
lands are let at Griffith’s valuation. As a natural con-
sequence, his tenantry are comfortably off, and can bear
up successfully against a bad season; whilst the rack-
rented tenants of other proprietors—and there are many
such in Clare—must sink under the losses they have
sustained. Colonel Vandeleur recognizes a quast tenant-
right on his property, and an instance was mentioned to
me in which one of his tenants, holding 44 acres without
a lease, sold his good will, or “ tenant-right”, for £500.
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The agents of the Marquess of Conyngham, Mr.
Westrop and Captain William Stackpoole, have been
recently receiving the rents in this town; but as yet
Colonel Vandeleur has not made any such demand.
From the universal opinion expressed as to the mode in
which his property is managed, there can be no doubt
but that his tenants will receive every reasonable in-
dulgence; but I may observe, that abatements and
remissions cannot be fairly expected from landlords like
Colonel Vandeleur, whose lands are let at so low a

There is another large proprietor in Clare who
is justly regarded as a model landlord—I mean Lord
Leconfield—who has property in every part of the
county, and whose tenantry, owing to the cheapness of
their lands, are still in a very comfortable and prosperous
condition. Lord Leconfield does not give leases, but he
never removes a tenant without cause, and he pays his
tenantry most liberally for their improvements.

CHAPTER V.

Kilkee.—State of the crops.—Scarcity of fuel.—High rents.—
Evictions in Killard.
Ta1s beautiful little watering-place, which is much fre-
quented by visitors from all parts of Ireland, but espe-
cially from the counties of Limerick and Tipperary, is
situated on the margin of the Atlantic, about six miles
distant from Kilrush, and in natural beauty of position
- has few superiors. The little bay or inlet is nearly land-
locked, giant rocks guarding the entrance to it at either
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side, whilst magnificent cliffs extend for miles to the
westward, presenting from every point of view scenes of
the grandest and most varied character.

According to the census returns, the population of
Kilkee at present is 2,031; but in the height of the
summer season, when every house is crowded, the num-
ber of inhabitants must be much greater. There is
scarcely any trade in the town during the winter months,
and the people mainly depend on what they make by
letting lodgings during the bathing season. The past
geason was an exceedingly bad one. The unfavourable
weather diminished the number of pleasure seekers con-
siderably, and the owners of the numerous lodges, built
solely for the uccommodation of this class, find them-
selves therefore in a position of great embarrassment,
from, on one hand, the decrease of their expected gains,
and on the other the failure of the potatoes.

The parish of Kilferagh, in which Kilkee is situate,
and the adjoining parishes of Killard and Kilmacduane,
stand nearly in the same position as regards the failure
of the crops. In the uplands the potato has suffered
greatly, and the produce of the bog lands is scarcely
more than half an average crop. In this neighbour-
hood very little was sown in February, in consequence
of the wet weather, and the result has been in many
instances that, even where the crop is comparatively
sound, the general run of the potatoes is so small as to be
only fit for seed. The oats were destroyed by the
continuous rains of July, August, and September, and
barley was equally unproductive. Good malting barley
is worth 16d. a stone, but that produced in this locality
does not sell for more than 7d. Some fields of oats
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and barley in Killard were only cut a few weeks ago,
and some have not been thought worth reaping at
al. Wheat is not much cultivated in this part of
the country, and what was grown has proved altogether
worthless.

It has been established by experiment that grass of a
particular kind can, by a process of careful cultivation,
be converted into wheat: and the converse of this is
equally true; for wheat, if neglected, will degenerate into
grass. Something very like this has occurred at a place
not far from Kilkee, where a farmer had a field of wheat,
which could scarely be recognized as wheat at all, the
grain being badly developed and covered with an unusual
husk, which was, doubtless, owing to the extraordinary
humidity and coldness of the season. Many of the
farmers here have been adopting improved methods of
agriculture, and the rotation of crops, which was formerly
unknown, is now better understood. Turnips, mangolds,
and beans are now often cultivated, but this year the
result has been most discouraging. Beans have proved
nearly a total failure: the stalks flourished luxuriantly,
but the pods did not fill properly. As for the turnip
crop, it could scarcely have been worse, for I have seen
field after field in which the turnips were not larger than
8 middling sized potato. One farmer in the parish of
Kilferagh, a careful and skilful agriculturist, has a turnip
field of three English acres. He manured the land well
with farm-yard manure and guano, and put down the seed
in the most approved manner; but the produce is of little
value, for although there was no failure of the “seed,
the incessant rains checked the growth of the bulbs. In
the parish of Kilmacduane, which lies to the east of
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Kilkee, the land is drier than in Kilferagh, and the cereal
crops and turnips are better, though the loss on all will
be considerable. Killard, an extensive parish, situate
between Kilferagh and Kilmacduane, and bordering on
the sea, is similary circumstanced; the land is poor,
undrained, and badly tilled, the produce of every crop
scanty in amount and inferior in quality. There are of
course exceptions, but, speaking generally, the loss of the
potatoes may be safely estimated at two-thirds of the
whole crop, and those saved are hardly fit for human con-
sumption, being soft, wet, and soapy. The people appear
to be satisfied as long as the potato is white and untainted ;
but, for my part, I have not seen whatI can call a good
. potato since I have come to the West, except at the
tables of some gentlemen, who are able to cultivate this
esculent in a superior manner, and can afford to pick and
choose. At every hotel I have found the potatoes un-
eatable, except in two instances, where the supply was
obtained from Ballyvaghan, and even then there was but
a slight improvement in the quality.

The farms vary considerably in size throughout the
district of the country to which I am now referring. A
few are over 200 acres, and a large number between 50
and 100, although they generally range from 10 to 30
acres; but there is a large number of small farmers
whose holdings vary from three to six acres, and who
are now in a most pitiable condition, owing to the want
of both potatoes and fuel, which latter was never known
to be so scarce and dear as at present. There are
hundreds of acres of bog lying in every direction, from
which an ample supply of turf could be obtained at a
very small expenditure of labour, if the season were in
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any degree favourable, or even if the people had made
an effort to save it early. They are not much to
blame, however, for not providing against such an
extraordinary continuance of rainy weather as that with
which they have been afflicted from July up to the
present time. No matter how wet previous years may
have been, the people have always contrived to save a
sufficient quantity of fuel for their use during the winter,
and they anticipated, not unreasonably, a similar result
on this occasion. The event has falsified all their calcu-
lastions. A few—very few—persons have succeeded in
saving as much will suffice with the strictest economy
to put them over the winter, but the majority are at
this moment reduced to the greatest extremity, and are
eking out the few sods of turf that they have been able
to buy or beg, with furze, ferns, bogwood, brambles, and
anything that will burn, upon which they can lay their
hands. It was painful to see everywhere I went, stacks
of wet turf standing in the bogs, and vast quantities of
sods lying on the surface * unfooted” and in a woree state
than the day they were cut. In some cases, even where
the turf is comparatively dry, it cannot be got out of the
bogs. The expense of carrying it from places to which
8 cart and horse cannot now have access, is a heavy item
which few of the small farmers can afford to pay. One
gentleman living in the neighbourhood of Kilkee was
obliged to pay £5 in wages to a number of women, who
were employed by him to carry out the turf in baskets
tslung over their backs, while in ordinary seasons he
would have been able to draw home his turf without
sny cost whatever; but he considers himself extremely
fortunate to have secured it at all under the circumstances,
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and his case is a rare one in this part of the country.
Another gentleman living near Miltown Malbay informed
me that this year the turf consumed in his house will
cost him at least £40, whilst the usual price for the same
quantity was £12.

Instances such as these will serve to give some idea of
the extent to which the scarcity of fuel prevails; but
words fail to describe the suffering which it has inflicted
‘on the humbler classes. At this moment they are able
to make out by shifts and contrivances, which dire
necessity suggests, enough of fuel of some kind or other
to cook their meals, but that is all. With warmth and
comfort they must dispense; and one cannot fancy a
sadder picture than that of the labouring man, coming
home to his scanty meal, cold and weary after a hard
day’s work, and not {inding a soark of fire to warm his
exhausted and shivering frame. Miserable as is the
condition of the people here with regard to fuel, there
are other parts of the country where they are even worse
off; and this therefore is the subject of immediate and
Ppressing importance, to which the attention of the bene-
volent public ought to be directed without a moment’s
delay. It is for the local authorities, the magistrates,
the clergy, and others interested in the welfare of the
people, to devise and suggest measures for the relief of
the distress which they see around them. My duty is
to report faithfully what I have heard, and verified by
personal observation; and I do not hesitate to declare
emphatically, that, as regards the greater part of the
coast of Clare, the reports which have already reached
you with reference to the dearth of fuel have not been

exaggerated.
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The land in the neighbourhood of Kilkee is let at a
very high rate, the rents varying from 25s. to £2 per
acre, being double, and in some instances treble, the
Ordnance valuation. The competition for land is so
great that the people offer to pay the most exorbitant
rents in order to obtain possession of it, and a great
temptation is thus presented to the agents to increase the
rental of their employers and their own profits by
accepting the highest tender. The tenant who thus
holds at a rack-rent is always needy, even in the most
favourable seasons; but now he is barely able to live, and
will find it impossible to pay the whole of this year's
rent.

The cottier population is very small throughout the
country extending from Kilrush to Ballyvaghan, except
in the little villages along the coast. The decrease in the
population of the county since 1851 is something over
46,000, the diminution being confined to the small
farmers and the labouring class. The parish of Killard,
which is now in a very poor condition, suffered most
severely during the famine years. The poor rates in the
years 1848-9 exceeded the valuation of the land; and
the destruction of human life by famine and pestilence
was enormous. As an illustration of the terrible condition
of this country during that period, I may state the fact,
communicated to me by the clergyman of this parish,
that within the short space of six weeks the clerk of his
church assisted in removing out of two houses no less
than twenty-six bodies, the victims of cholera and
starvation. Killard, too, was the scene of evictions on a
scale of magnitude and under circumstances of-cruelty,
which called for the interference of parliament, with a
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to live. The other persons of his olass whose potatoes
have equally failed, and who have no employment, must
endure s hard struggle during the ensuing winter, for,
although scarcity of food hes not begun to make itself
felt yet, the dearth of fuel is already productive of much
suffering. A few facts will convey more forcibly than
any general statement the condition of the coyntry. A
first-rate farmer, whose holding is situate within a short
distance of Ennistymon, employed a number of men
to dig a large field of potatoes. They did not dig
as much in the day as would feed themselves, and the
farmer expressed his intention of ploughing the rest of
the field, and getting two or three girls to follow the
plough and eollect the potatoes that were turned up in
the process. In the Little village of Miltown Malbay the
receipts of one meal factor at present average £90 a
week, s<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>