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PREFACE.

AMONGST the. various modes adopted by most modern nations for -
the advancement of Science, and the investigation of wnatural and civil
History, that of establishing literary Societies seems to be as effectual as
it is prevalent. There are few nations in Europe that have not associa-
tions to promote Arts and Sciences; to encourage philosophical research’;
to illustrate local antiquities, and perpetuate national History. Ireland,
also, has had her Societies, some of whom laboured, by their publications,
to rescue from oblivion and decay, some of the vast quantities of her
ancient Annals, her Laws, her Poetry, and her Music.

In the year 1740 a number of literary Gentlemen assoc:ated under the
name of the Physico-Historical Society, under whose patronage were
published the Histories of Cork, Kerry, and Waterford. In the year
1752, another Society was formed in- Dublin, whose views were confined
to the publication of tracts in the Irish language. It was known by the
appellation of Céimtional Faorsilge, or Irish Society, but does not appear
to have ever published. About this time, indeed, the first edition of
O'Connor’s ¢ Dissertations on the History of Ireland” appeared, but we
have no cause to infer that the work was ever encouraged by either of
those Societies. The publication, however, attracted a good deal of
notice, and drew from the celebrated Doctor Johnson a letter to the
author, on the subject of Irish literature, from which the following
extract may not be considered impertinent.—‘ I have long wished that
the Irish literature were cultivated. Ireland is known by tradition to
have been the seat of piety and learning ; and surely it would be very
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acceptable to those who are curious either in the original of nations, er
the affinities of languages, to be further informed of the revolutions of a
people so ancient, and once so illustrious. I hope you will continue to
cultivate this kind of learning which has lain so long neglected, and
which, if it be suffered to remain in oblivion for another century, may
perhaps never be retrieved.” In the year 1777, Doctor Campbell,
author of ¢ Strictures on the Ecclesiastical and Literary History of
Ireland,” was the bearer of another letter from Johnson to Mr. O’Connor,
from which, as it has been since wilfully misquoted by Campbell, it
becomes necessary to give the following extract, as it appears in the Life
of Johnson, by Boswell, who may be presumed to have fairly given the
letter-as it was written by its illustrious author.—¢ What the Irish lan-
guage is in itself, and to what languages it has affinity, are very interesting
questions which every man wishes to see resolved, that has any philo-
logical or historical curiosity. Doctor Leland begins his History too late.
The ages which deserve an exact inquiry, are those times, for such times
there were, when Treland was the School of the West, the quiet habitation
of sanctity and literature. 1If you could give a history, though imperfect,
of the Irish nation, from its conversion to Christianity, to the invasion
from England, you would amplify knowledge with new views and new
objects. Set about it, therefore, if you can; do what you can easily do
without anxious exactness. Lay the foundation, and leave the super-
structure to posterity.”

After the extinction of the Irish Society, nothing appears to have been
done towards the publication of our History or Antiquities by any collec-
tive body, until about the year 1782 or 1783, when some essays having
appeared under the name of  Collectanea de Rebus Hibernicis,” induced
the highly-talented authors to co-operate and found the Society of Anti-
quaries. The principal person in the formation of this Society, and the
publication of those tracts, was the late General Vallancey; and the
specimens he gave of some of our ancient laws excited much curiosity,
and a desire for further information on so interesting a subject. Amongst
those who were particularly charmed with its novelty and importance,
was the late celebrated Edmund Burke. That Gentleman felt the
matter of such vast moment to literature, that he prevailed on Sir John



Seabright to restore to this country many of her ancient records that had
fallen inte his hands, and he accordingly presented to the library of
Trinity College, Dublin, an invaluable treasure of Irish MSS. that had
been collected from various parts of Ireland about the beginning of the
last century, by the learned and indefatigable antiquary Edward Lhuyd,
author of the Archeologia. ’
What were the views of Mr. Burke in this interference, and what his
expectations from the University and the Society of Antiquaries, will
best appear from his letter of I5th August, 1783, addressed to General
Vallancey. In this he says, I shall tell you what a judicious antiquary,
about twenty years ago, told me concerning the Chronicles in verse-or
prose, upon which the Irish histories, and the discussions of antiquaries
are founded, that he wondered that the learned of Ireland had never
printed the originals of these pieces, with literal translations into Latin
or English, by which they might become proper subjects of criticism,
and by comparison. with each other, as well as by an examination of the
interior relations of each piece within itself, they might serve to shew
how much ought to be retained, and how much rejected. They might
also serve to contrast or confirm the histories which affect to be extracted
from them, such as O’Flaherty’s and Keating’s.. All the histories of the
middle ages, which have been found in other countries, have been
printed. The English have, I think, the best histories of that period.
I do not see why the Psalter of Cashel should not be printed, as well as
Robert of Gloster. If I were to give my opinion to the Society of Anti-
quaries, I should propose that they should be printed in two. columns,.
one Irish and the other Latin, like the Saxon Chronicle, which is a very
valuable monument, and above all things, that the translation should
be exact and literal. It was in the hope that some such thing should be
done, that I originally prevailed on Sir John Seabright to let me have
his MSS. and that I sent them by Doctor Leland to Dublin. You have
infinite merit in the taste you have given of them in several of your
collections. But these extracts only increase the curiosity and the just
demand of the public for some entire pieces. Until something of this
kind is done, that ancient period of lIrish history, which precedes official
records, cannot be said to stand upon any proper authority. A work of
c
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this kind, pursued by the University and the Society of Antiquaries, undex
your inspection, would do honour to the nation.”

Dean Swift, also, (though fond of abusing the Irish) in a letter to the
Ea.rl of Oxford, gives much praise to our ancestors for the care with
whlch they preserved the “ memory of times and persons” so much
greater than is used “in this age of learning, as we are pleased to call it;”
and in' a letter to the Duke of Chandos, dated 31st August 1734, he
of Trinity College, Dublm, then newly erected a large quanuty of her
ancient records, on paper and parchment, then in his Grace’s possession,
that had been formerly collected and carried off from this country by the
Earl of Clarendon, during the time of his government here. The Duke,
however, did not comply with the Dean’s request, and the manuscripts
still remain in an English library.

That the ancient Annals of Ireland. are of vast importance and value
to the Historian, is an opinion not confined to the natives of these islands.
Several learned men on the Continent have felt and acknowledged their
credibility and utility. The Journal des Scavans for October 1764, has
these words: “ Clest un principe incontestable, que, sur Dhistoire de
chaque pays, les annales nationales, quand elles sant anciennes, authen-
tiques, et reconnues pour telles par les etrangers, meritent plus de foi
que les annales etrangeres.”—¢ Plusieurs scavans etrangers, reconnoissent
que les Irlandois, ont des annales d’une antiquité trés respectable, et
d’une authenticité a toute epreuve.” The author proceeds to quote
upon this point, the authority of Stillingfleet and Innes, “ qui néd jamais
flatté les Irlandois.”

However, neither the Society of Antiquaries nor the Umvermty have
attempted or encouraged the publication of any of those pieces which
Swift, Johnson, Burke, and others, thought of so much importance to
literature, and to the credit of Ireland. Indeed very shortly after this
period the Society of Antiquaries became extinct. From that institution,
however, sprung up the Royal Irish Academy, which, notwithstanding
. that in the early volumes of its transactions, some little has been done for -
Irish Antiquities, as well as in the last volume, seems to have directed its
principal attention to Science.
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This neglect of Irish history and antiquities induced a few individuals,
early in the year 1807, to form the Gaelic Society of Dublin. That Body,
within a year after their formation, published a volume, containing some
obeervations on the Irish language; Teige M‘Daire’s Instructions to a’
Prince, in the original language and chardcter, accompanied by a literal
_ translation into Latim, and an English translation in verse : and the tragic
tale of the Children of Usnach, also in the original Yanguageé and charac--
ter, with a strictly literal transtation into English.

- Besides the -volume now mentioned, the Gaelic Society has published
nothing, as a Body, but individual Members have pubhshed works which
farnish the mesus fer a comiplete elucidation of the History, Lavs,
Masners, and Customs of the ancient Irish. The Reverend Doctors
O’Brien and Neilson, the late M¢. Patrick Lynch, and the late M. Hali-
day, a youth of extraordinary talent and acquirements, membérsof that
Society, have each published a Graminar of the Irish latigitage, and
M. Edward O’Reilly, who was also one of its members, has lately pub-
lished an Irish-Englisli Dictionary, consisting of upwards of fifty thousand
words, collected from ancient and modern manuscripts, and from printed’
books.

Subsequent to the formation of the Gaelic Society, an association, under
the name of the Archamological Society, was commented in Dublin, for
the same purposes as the forer, but its exertions haVe as yet effected
listle.

Ungrateful and useless would be the task: for us to inquipe, why so little
effectual has yet been done towdrds the preservation and elucidation of
~ our national records and- antiquities, whilst those of almost every other
Boropean nation have been sedulously attended to by their respective
people. ¥et we cannot but regret the fict, thiat our ancient Manuscripts,
the monuments of our country’s fame, still remain on the shelves of
libraries, covered with the dust of ages, and disregarded by our natives.

. The example of other nations should stimulate us to exertion. The
Highland Societies of Edinburgh and London have done a vast deal for
their nation. By them, and by their encouragement, several volumes bave
been published on Gaelic literature and antiquities; many of them are
in. the original language of their country, between which ‘and our native
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tongue there is scarcely any difference, being only a provincial variation

Within a few years past the people of England have reprinted such of:
their old Chronicles as in any manner tended to throw a light upon the

ancient state or history of their country ; and while England and Scotland

apply a suitable attention to the antiquities and ancient literature of their

respective nations, shall it be said that Ireland alone in the empire,

remains without an exertion of her sons to revive her ancient fame, and

assert the justness of her claims as the nurse of Science, and the patron
of Literature, to whem she afforded an hospitable asylum, when outcast

and alienated from every other nation in Europe ! ,

Prompted by all these considerations, a few Irish Gentlemen have
formed themselves into an association, under the name of the Iberno-
Celtic Society, for the national objects set forth in their Resolution of the
28th of January, 1818, ia these words: »

. % Resolved, That the principal objects of this Society shall be the
preservation of the venerable remains of Irish Literature, by collecting,
transcribing, illustrating, and publishing the numerous fragments of the
Laws, History, Topography, Poetry, and Music of ancient Ireland ; the
elucidation of the Language, Antiquities, Manners and Customs of the
Irish people ;. and the encouragement of Works tending to the advance-
ment of Irish Literature.”

The list of the Members of this Association has lately been ealarged by
the addition of some of the most illustrious and learned characters in the
country. From such a community much is to be hoped ; and much that
impeded the progress of former Societies is happily removed from the
course of this.  No deficiency of members sufficiently skilled in our.
native language, is here felt ; no want of the free and open means to
study and attain a competent knowledge of it, longer dispirits. There
are now published Grammars and a Dictionary, by the aid of which any
gentleman may acquire a knowledge of one of the most ancient and most
expressive languages in the world.

To the attainment of its end, the intention of the Iberno-Celtic Society
is, to publish such works of meritin the Irish language, as are still
preserved in ancient manuscripts, deposited in public libraries, or in the
hands of individyals. Of these venerable remains of Irish learning many ,
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are of great merit, and all deserve to be rescued from oblivion, as they
are fully illustrative of the history, genius, manners and customs of the
Irish people. Some of these manuscripts are in the hand-writing of their
respective authors. Others, the larger part we must admit, are only
copies, but they are copies of considerable antiquity, and preserved in the
compilations of writers of great: celebrity, such as the authors of the
Din Seanchas, the Psalter of Cashel, the Book of Leinster, the Book
of Glemdalough, the Ulster Book, the Munster Book, the Book of the
Eoganachts, the Book of Meath, the Book of the Conallians, the Book
of the Oirgiallans, the white Book, the Book of Leacan, the Book of
Ballimote, the Book ‘of Fermoy, the Book of Hua Conghabhala, the
Book of Mac Partholan, the Book of Conquests, the Book of Cavan,
&c. &c. &o. and in the Annals of Tigernach, of Senat Mac Magnus, of
Inisfallen, of Boyle, of Conaght, of the four Masters, &c. &c. &c. and

also in the Reim Rioghraidhe, and in the Registries of several ancient

families, still preserved by their descendants.

" That originals of most of our earliest Records should now be lost, may
be easily accounted for, when we consider;

First, That, immediately after the Introduction of Christianity, most
of the then existing books were burned, in order to destroy the vestiges
of Pagan superstition contained in them. Several, however, were com-
pletely copied into the Pralter of Tara, and from it into the Psalters or
Registries of the principal churches and religious houses in Ireland.

Sécondly, That the Danish and Norwegian iuvaders, who infested and
obtained a temporary power over our country in the ninth and tenth
centuries, committed great devastation on our ancient Records. Barba-
rous and ignorant themselves, they took delight in the destruction of
every thing connected with learning and science.

Thirdly, That ever since the invasion of the island by the Anglo Nor-
mans, under Henry the Second, the destruction or loss of the ancient
historic monuments of the country has daily increased, partly from the
policy of Princes; partly from the indifference of new settlers to the
subjects recorded ; and partly by removal of the natives to other lands.

After the reign of James I. of England, when numbers of the Irish
chiefs and clergy were deprived of their ancient inheritance, and obliged -
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to fly for refuge to France, Spain, Germany, and Italy, they carried
with them the records of their families and the archives of their churches
and religious houses. Hence works, in the hand-writing of their respec-
tive authors, are not now numerous in Ireland ; and it is rather a matter
of wonder, that so many vestiges of our ancient celebrity still remain,
than that there are not more original documents now to be found, in a
country which, though acknowledged to have been the sanctuary of
science, was subject to the depredations of barbarous invaders for a
number of centuries.

But though many of the originals-of our ancient books are dispersed
through the libraries of other nations, we have still some amongst our--
sélves, besides numerous authentic copies, of great antiquity, treating of
History, Law, Topography, Poetry, Music, Astronomy, Medicine, &c.
of which the most common are those on History and Medicine.

The copies of our ancient Laws now extant are not numerous, though
we are told by Archbishop Usher, that in his days the Irish had large
volumes of their Laws in theif own language ; and so late as the begin-
ning of the last century, copies of them were common in Ireland, as we_
are assured by Thady O’Rody, an excellent scholar, who, in the year
1699, shewed several voluines of those Laws to Sir Richard Cox, who
bad entertained an opinion that our law was arbitrary, and not fixed or
written. However, though our Law-books are not now so numerous as
formerly, enough still remains to show the manners and customs not only
of the Irish people, but also much of those of the other Celtic nations : -
for Ireland never came within the pale of the Roman empire, nor was she
ever subjugated by any of the hordes by whom that empire was.over-
turned ; she was not even invaded by any foreign nation for several ages
before Christianity, nor until the ninth and tenth centuries, when, in
common with France, England, and other countries, she was exposed to
the predatory incursions of the Danes and Norwegians. But although
these barbarians were able to establish themselves in other countries, and
to make some considerable settlements on the coast of our own, their
power here was neither of extent nor permanency sufficient to produce any
material change in the manners of the people, or the laws of the country.
The invasion of Ireland by Heary II. of England, and the partial domi-
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nion exercised over the’ island by His suceessors, had scarcely any influ-
ence on the people, or produced any change in the laws,. until' the reig‘n
of James I.  The Irish chiefs, thereforé, succeeded to their principalities,

and governed their tribes according to tlie ancient laws. enacted by tireir
ancestors, in the early period of their monarchy ;- and many of the Anglo-
Normans who had obtained settlements amongst them, adopted the laws
and' manners of the inbabitants. Hence Ireland might furnish, what
perhaps no other European nation is able to afford, a complete view of
ancient Celtic legislation. '

To ascertain the period at which each of our laws was enacted, is,
perhaps, at the present moment impossible : both the language and the
subject matter of these prove their great antiquity. Many of them were
undoubtedly composed before the introduction of Christianity, and others
immediately after, and certainly before the Danish invasion. That they
were intended for the government of the entire kingdom, and not con-
fined to particular districts, as is supposed by some ingenious writers, may
be proved from the Law-books of the different Breithimhs, or Judges,
still existing. Those written or'pteserved by the M‘Clancys of Thomond,
the O’Breslm s of Fermanagh, the O’Doran’s of Leinster, and the
M<Egans, who were the he{-editary Judges of the O’Brien’s of Ormond,
the O’Reilly’s of Breifne, and several other tribes, are in substance the
same, and scarcely differ in any thing, except in the words of their
respective glosses.

Having shewn the ends for which the Iberno-Celtic Society is associ-
ated, and the utility of laying before the Public some of the most valuable
of our ancient Manuscripts, we proceed to exhibit a chronological account
of Irish writers, and a descriptive catalogue of their works ; which shall
be followed by another catalogue of works whose authors are not now
known, but which are of equal value and importance to the Celtic scho-
lar with those whose writers we are able to ascertain. From these works
the Society, if encouraged by the Public, propose to publish a Selection
of Annals, Laws, Poetry, &c. in the original Language, either accom-
panied by literal Translations or not, as their means may in future enable

them to determine.
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. “In the following aecount, the Libraries in. which each book, tract, or
poem is to be found, are pointed out; and the Society earnestly requests
that any Gentleman having copies of these, or of any other pieces not
here mentioned, will communicate the same to the Secretary, that the
Celtic scholar may know where those Works may be consulted.
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ANNO MENDI 2035.

AMERGIN, son of Golamh,. sirnamed Mile Spainneack, (the Spanish
hero,) was:brother to Heber, Heremon, and Ir, from whom the Milesian
families of lreland are descended. He accompanied his brothers, and
the other Gathelian chiefs,- in their emigration from Spain to Ireland,

aud was.the poet of the colony. In the Leabhar Gabhaltus, or Book of
Conquests, complled in the fourteenth century, from much more ancient
books, and in the book of the same name, composed by the O’Clerys,
who wete employed in..the. .compilation of THE ANNALS OF THE FOUR
MASTERS, at the commencement of the seventeenth century, are preserved
three poems, s3id to he written by Amergin ; the first of these, consisting.
of only two. ranms, or eight verses, begins “ fin copatcd Tymoe,” and
coptaims the decision of Amergin upon -the proposal of the Tuatha-de-
Danan, that the Milesians should retire: from the shores of Ireland ; the
second consists of .twenty verses, beginning “?Aliu vat n’€pens.” This is
a particular kind of Irish versification,. called coxacrox; in which the last
word of. every verse is the same as the first word in every succeeding
. verse... The third peem consists of six ranns, or twenty-four verses,
beginning “ Aw poet 1 myp,” said to have been composed by Amergin,
upon his landing at Inver Colpa, near Drogheda.

Amongst the Seabright collection of Irish manuscripts, in the library
of Trinity College, Dublin, class H. 54, folio 53, is preserved a small
tract on the qualifications of a Bard, beginuing ¢ 2locoe coin goipidch:
FOn fionip d1d dam & oxlib dempub,”  In the third line the author informs his.
readers, that he is “ Amergin Glungel, of hoary head and gray beard.”—

“ Oy me Amapgen glrigel, gam gldr, gpeliat.”
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These eompositions are written. in the Bearla Feini, and accompanied
with an interlined gloss, without which they would be unintelligible to-
modern Irish scholars. The gloss itself requires much study to understand:
it perfectly, as the language is. obsalete, and must in many places be
read from bottom to top.

That these poems were really the productions of Amergin, may be:
very reasonably doubted. Tarah, the chief residence of our ancient
monarchs, is particularly mentioned in the second poem; and therefore,.
unless we suppose this author to. have possessed: the spirit of prophecy,.
as well as the inspirations of poetry,. it could not have been written by
him; as our ancient historians agree: that the palace of Tarah was not
erected, nor the name impased on the- hill on. which it was built, until
after the establishment of the Milesian dynasty.. They are, however, of
the highest antiquity, and their language and. peculiar versification, in-
dependent of any other merits they may possess, claims for them the
attention of the antiquary, and entitles them to preservation.

11.. Cotemporary with Amergin, was LucHaips,.son of Iih, and nephew
of Golamh, or Milesius..

In the books of Conquests or Invasions, already mentioned, is preserved
a poem, said to be composed extempore by Lughaidh,. upon the death of
his wife Fail, the daughter of Milesius. This poem begins  Sysem Lun> poye
ran Tpnace,”  Here we sat on the beach,” and is given.entire at the word
Ambteat, in O’Reilly’s Irish-English Dictionary lately published.. The .
language of this poem does not appear to be so old as those attributed
to Amergin, but it is undoubtedly of very great antiquity.. It is valuable;.
a8 it shows in a strong light an amiable picture of female modesty,. and.
proves how highly that virtue was estimated: by the ancient. Irish..

A. M. 3236..

m. OLLamu Fopnra, monarch and lawgiver of Ireland, established the
Feis of Tarah, or triennial assembly of the states of Ireland, as is asserted
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by Fercéirtne file, a famous poet, who flourished about the time of our '
Saviour’s incarnation. - The laws promulgated by this prince, are quoted
in Cormac’s Glossary, written into the ninth centary; but we are not able
to say where copies of them are now to be found; perhaps some frag-
ments of them may still exist in the large collections of Irish laws
preserved in the library of Trinity College.

A. M. %96.‘ . . ,

rv. Crueaeta, monarch of Ireland, wrote some laws, fragments of
which are to be found in ancient vellum MSS. in the library of Trinity
College, Dublin. Class H. 53 and 54.

A. M. 3619.

V. Bommc Kosgadhach (Boyné the Poetlc)son of Ugoine mér, ﬂouv:
rished in the time that his brother- MaL was monarch of Ireland..

In the book of Invasions we find a poem ascribed to this author,.
giving an account of the peregrinations of the Gathelians, and the names-
of their chiefs, from their departure from Egypt, until their arrival in
Spain, and- afterwards in lIreland; with an account of the partition of’
that country amongst the sons of Milesius. The poem begins 2l mec:
am Ugame.” “ Oh praise-worthy son of Hugony,” and contains an
answer to some enquiries- made: by his brother Mal, upon the ongm of
the Irish people.. :

If. every other proof of the antiquity of this piece were wanting, the
language alone would be sufficient to evince its early composition. In
fact, it would be nearly. unintelligible to 1rish readers of the present day,.
if it were not for the interlined gloss that accompanies the text, and:
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* eyen the Gloss is 50 obsolete, that nape .but those who have made Irish
MSS 2 Purtncular study _are able to interpret it. Some laws, said to

be written by this pnnce, are, stxll to be found jn some of our old books.

‘A copy.of the poem is ip_ the gol),gc(,wq of . mguu;cnpgs in possession of

the Assigtant Secretary to this Society.

A. M. 3900.

vi. Eocuampn, son of Luchtna, King of Munster, flourished at this
time, and wrote some laws, f;agmenta only of which are now to be
found.

' A. M. 3902.

viL. Seax, son of Agaidh, floyrished at this time. He wrote a code of
laws called Fonn Seanchas mor. A complete copy of alaw tract bearing
this title is to. be found. in.the Seabright coHection of Irish MSS. in the
Library of Trinity.College; Dublin, H. 3, pag. 13. and another in
H. &4. pag. 358.

]
. - A. M. 3940.

y. ConeaL, son, and poet te Fochaidh.. Feadbhot:h, Monarch of .
Ireland, flourished at ‘this period. He wrote some laws. quoted in our
anmn Institutes,  and. a poem. of _thirty-four yerses, beginning ¢ €ol

oqin msm €nca zmiv,”” upon the deaths of the seven Maings, celebrated
in ‘the lustonc tale of Tain bo Camlgne Coplea of this poem are to be

.....
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One copy, written ok vellum, A, D. 1430; by Adam O’Cianan, a famous’
scribe, is in possession of the Assistant Secretary.

A. M. 3950.

1x. Apuna, ¢hief PBet of Freland, flourishéd i the éarly part of the
reign of Cono¥Mac Néssi over thé provines of Ulsté?.  Some’ fragments
of laws, said to be the joint prodiction of him and others, dre still in
existence in the’lilitary of Trinity College, Dablin.”—He was the fathier
of Nere, who theintaioed theé ‘celebrated contest With' ‘Fetcelrtne the
poet, for the Ollainlys>(Profeasorsy Chisir of Treland. =~

x. At the satue tine ‘mthA'dhhu, flourished' Atraritne, of Binn Edal'i','
(Howthk) who, thder the general pn‘oscription of ‘the' poets, in the reign
of the monarch Conxire the fivst, fled with the fest of thie bards of Ireland’
into Ulster, where' they recived sheltet 'awd protéctioli” from Conor Mag’
Nessa, king of ~that provined; ‘and the Metenas of Trelandl. ~ Hele'
Athairne, Foreheri, Fuiceirtne: aml ‘Neldé, ¢ompiled a' ¢odé of laws,
which, in commion with' the fnmtitites 61 ofliéy- Reabhtd?ﬂ.s, ('{Mvgwers,y
are cdlled by :the [fenetal ‘hawe of Breithe Neinihidh; o Tiws of the:
nebles, improprly traiislated by "O'Rlablerty;” OPCoiinor, and’ other-,"
“ Colerbial Judgmorta?”~ <!

x1. At thls time also ﬂoumhed Foncmmx, the poet, who, O’Flaherty,
the venerable Charles O’Connor, Columbanus, and others, say wrote the
Uraicepht na: s Eigeas, or printer of "the' learned.” But this cannot be
true, unless we suppése that Forcherti ahd™ Fetcéirtne aveé ' the’ dame’
. person. Fortin'the account prefixed t'the vldest copies (ahd indeed to
all the copies that we hiive seedyof this Work; it is adcribed to Féerceirtne;
thus < Libop Fencdmene rumit, ‘1odc 58, Cman Wab’; &imrtp 86 n’mpﬂ Conto-’
ba - mic Neprtt; Pepys 106 Foiptantne gile i atirérs, oun, 50 bpert deyo Far
Fop per,” “ the Book of Perceivtteé héve. " 16y plice, Emania of Macha,
(now Ardmagh); its time, the time of Conor, son of Nessa; its person,

-
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Rerceirtne the poet ; its being done, moreover, to bring ignorant people
to knowledge.”

xit. Fercerrse file, {the poet,) upon the death of Adhna, the chief
Bard of Ireland, was appointed to the vacant professor’s chair by Ollioll
and Meidhbhe, king and queen of Conaght. We have seen above, that
he was the author of the Uraicept, or Uraicecht.

In the Seabright Manuscripts in the Library of Trinity College, class
H. 54. fol. 49. is' preserved Ferceirtne’s eulogium of Curaidh, son of
Daire, or « Ampa Conpos,” beginning M1 hasa somannnn,” and in the same
book, at folio 152, is a law tract, attributed to the same authar.

In tbe Book of Invasions, contained in the Book of Leacan, and in .
the Baok of Invasions compiled by the O’Clerys, in poseession of the,
Assistant Secretary, is preserved a poem, consisting of thirty-two verses,.
written by this author. It begins “ Ollam gosld, peoedin pal,” “ Ollamh
learned, a fighter valiant,” and aceounts for the establishment of the
Feis of Tarah, the erection of the Muir Ollamhain, or College of Pro-
fessors, by Ollamh Fodhla, and gives the names of six monarchs of his .
race, who succeeded him without the intervention of a prince of any other
family ; a thing very uncommon in those days. It aleo accounts far the
origin of the names of Munster, Leinster, Ulster, &c. Thereis a copy of the
Uraicept (or Uraicecbt, as some copies have it) in the Book of Ballymote,
in the library of the Royal Irish Academy, written about. the year 1390;
another in the Jibrary of Trinity College ; a third, in a large and very
valuable vellum book, the property of Sir William Betham; and a fourth>
in the collection of MSS. belonging to the Assistant Secretary of this
Society.

. . : LI :

xur. Nejpe, the som of Adhna, though younger than Ferceirine,
Forchern and Athairne, was their cotemporary. He was in Alba (Scot-
land) at the time of his father’s depth, and hearing of that event, and
that Ferceirtne had been appointed to the Ollamh’s chair, he determined
upon returning to his native country, and. asserting his right to the
professorship. - Upon. his arrival in Ireland, he ,instantly proceeded to
Finania, and, Ferceirtne being absent, seized on the Tuidhean or Ollamh’s -

.
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robe, and took possession of the chair. Ferceirtne, hearing of this inci-
dent, instantly returned to Emania, and meeting with Neide, a dispute
for the professorship was carried on between the rival bards, upon the
qualifications necessary for an Ollamh. This dispute is handed down to
us, under the title of « Agallan ah od yrdaw,”  Dialogue of the two
Sages.” Two very ancient copies of this tract are in the Library of
Trinity College, and a correct transcript on paper is in the collection of
John Mac Namara, of Sandymount, Esq. a member of this Society, and
another in the collection of the Assistant Secretary.

The language of this tract is the Bearla Feni, or Fenian dialect of the :
Irish, and appears to be of the period to which it is ascribed. The
account of the work which precedes it, is mixed with fable, but it is stlll
valuable, and the pubhcatlon of it would, probably, prove a fact, more
to the literary credit of ‘ancient Alba, than all that the Highland Society
have been able to produce on the subject of the poems of O1sin, or Ossian,
as he is called by English writers.

A. M. 3982.

xrv. At this period flourished LucuaR, the poet of Olioll and Meidhbh,
king and queen of Conaught. He wrote a poem of 156 verses on the
descendants of Fergus, son of Roigh, begmmng ¢ Cland Fhepgufd clam é
cié,” “ The family of Fergus, a tribe superior to all.” The poet informs
us, in the last rann but one of his poem, who he is, and for what purpose
he composed his verses. His wards are

«1¢ me lugan pile pérg. Opdor Cersbe e OML fént,
Oo ¢um nd parfiyl co becsd, &’fxl Roig a ccpuacam Conaée.”

“ T am Lughar, an acute poet, Druid of Meidhbh and generous Olioll ;

I made these ranns correctly, for the blood of Roigh in Crochan Co-
nacht.”

A copy of this poem is in possession of the Assistant Secretary.
e
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A. D. 90.

xv. Moran, Chief Judge to Feradhach Fionnfachtnach, Monarch of

Iteland, wrote some laws which are now only known by quotations from
them, in the works of some more modern writers. His testamentary
precepts to his King Feradhach, are preserved in very ancient manu-
scripts. They begin ¢« Adpae do comla d mo Nepe nuall gnais,  Motdid buaw
“ npitipe.  5g in Teé dap o pollindifzen pdyac ; pop bep pip p1#as, branad mo
“ bpéta n0 mo buatpa ple mbdy” ¢ Arise, proceed, my Nere of noble
% deeds. Observe this brief address. Short is the way in which the wise
% are directed. Bear hence these words of truth, let my dying words
* be perpetuated.”
" This tract is valuable, as it shews the opinions of the ancient Irish upon
the qualifications necessary for a just and good prince. The language
is nearly the same as that of the laws, and it may be presumed is really
of the period assigned to it.

A fine copy of this tract, accompanied with an interlined gloss, is in
the manuscript collection belonging to the Assistant Secretary of this
Society.

A.D. 95.

xvi. ¥eravacn fonfacktnack, Monarch of Ireland, promulgated those
laws which obtained for him the glorious title Fionfachtnach, i. e. Fair
and Just. ‘

A. D. 1717.

xvit. Mopan, son of Tulban, lived in the reign of Conn of the Hun-

dred Battles. He wrote a book for the unlearned, called (el buets, or
Just decision.
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xvil. Cotemporarv with Modan was Cioraruann the poet. . He was
the messenger sent by Conn of the Hundred Battles to Mac Neid, with
proposals for peace, ax; upon this occasion composed his poem beginning
“ 2 ieic dedndis 1t e (ac New,” ¢ My son, make peace with Mac
Neid.” This poem is given in the Leabhar Muimhneach, or Munster
Book, a copy of which is in the collection of the Assistant Secretary.

A. D. 180.

xix. Fincin, son of Lgchta, lived in the time that Conn of the Hundred
Battles governed Ireland. He wrote a poem, beginning < buaio Crmo pig
1o o pave,” upom the five famous roads, said to be made to Tarah, on
the night of Cona’s birth. This poem is given in the Dinn Seanchas, in
the book of Leacan, folio 239, columa 3, as autherity for the origin of
the name of Slighe Dgla, or Dala’s way.

A. D. 200.

xx. OutoLr OLum, king of Munster, was son-in-law of Conn of the
Hundred Battles. He died, acoording te the  Four Masters,” in the
year 284. But the annals of Inisfallen- represent him as Jiving in the
year 254. O’Flaherty differs from both these authorities, and says he
died A. D. 237. Itis said he was the author of some poems, and par-
ticularly one beginning « 2l mdcdm nd nd c1c1d {'o,” is ascribed to him. K
is addressed to his grandson Fiach, whese father and five other sons of
Olioll were killed at the battle of Mucruimhe, A. D. 195. But although
this compeosition is certainly ancient, there are some allusions in it that
would lead ome to think it was not the work of a Pagan author. The
poem beginning beipt mo reiat,” is also attributed to this prince.



xxii

~ XXNL Abo;xt the same period in ‘which OlioHl lived, flourished Facurxa,

son of Sencha, a compiler of laws, sometimes referred to by later writers
upon that subject.

A.D. 250.

xx11. Cormac, son of Art, monarch of Ireland, lived at this period.
He caused the Psalter of Tarah to be compiled, as the depository of the
records of the nation. This was long considered as lost, but is now said,
perhaps not truly, to be extant in the British Museum. He wrote some
laws, an imperfect copy of which is to be found im the Seabright collec-
tion in the library of Trinity College. One tract, beginning ¢ Ciy Iin pogla
etpis,” treats of the privileges and punishments of different ranks of per-
sons, and draws a line of distinction between undesigned injuries, such
as those suffered by unavoidable accident, and those happening by neg-
lect. The commentator on this law, makes some observations on: the
number four, and assigns reasons why that number should be preferred
to others. Cormac also wrote instructions for his son Cairbre Liffeachar,
who succeeded him on the throne of Ireland. These instructions are
called Tedagarg piogvd, or royal precepts. A copy of the preceptsof .
Cormac is preserved in the book of Leaean, another in an ancient and
very valuable vellum MS. the property of Sir William Betham, another
copy or two may be found in the library of Trinity College, and others
in the collections of differeat members of the Iberno-Celtic 'Society.
The copy belonging to the Assistant Secretary begins “d ra Crm, «
Copbmdic, ol Cdipbpe, cid 1y deat 50 R1? Nin. Ot Copmac. Iy deé do dinmne cin
debart ; poyrddd o pepg 3 yo-agallmd cen mopdacc ; dertide rencurd; putrold
Fnd s pip conpplliodh; Trocdine candlucdifed; yiE do tuattdb; patd ecydmld;
bpetd ipd; geill mplayas ; ylogdib ppua detbepe; Trorcas pop coigepioddd ;
mopds gaé neime ; aipmwe pile ; avpds Oe ngd,” 7c. O descendant of Conn!
O Cormac, said Cairbre, what is good for a king? That is plain, said
Cormac. It is good for him to have patience without debate ; firmness
without anger.; easy address without haughtiness; attention to the pre-
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cepts of the elders, (laws); just covenants'and agreements to strictly
observe ; mercy in the execution of the laws; peace with his districts;
boundless in rewards ; just in decisions; observant of his promises; hosting
with justice ; protecting his boundaries; honoring each noble ; respecting
the poets ; adoring the great God,” &c. This tract, occupying six folio
pages, closely written, is carried on by way of dialogue between Cairbre
and Cormac, in which the former asks the opinion of the latter upon
different subjects, relative to government and general conduct, and
Cormac, in his replies, gives precepts that would do honor to a Christian
divine.

It may not, perhaps, be improper to observe that Cormac was the
father-in-law of the famous Fionx Mac CuBuaiL, General of the Fianna
Eirionn, and father of Oisin the poet; and, consequently, if the genuine
poems of Oisin were extant, their language would be the same as that of
Cormac’s works, which are nearly unintelligible to the generality of Irish
readers, and completely so to the vulgar. The language of those poems
which the Highland Society have given to the world as the originals of
Oisin, is the living language of the Highlanders of the present day, and
if properly spelled and read by an Irish scholar, would be intelligible to
the most illiterate peasant in Ireland. A comparison of the languages of
Cormac and the Scotch Oisin, might probably go far towards ascertaining
the period in which the Highland Bard was born.

xxu1. Frram, Chief Judge to Cormac, wrote some laws, fragments of
which are to be found in the old vellum MSS. in the library of Trinity
College.

e

A. D. 270.

xxiv. FErcus finbel, son of Fionn Mac Cubhail, and brother of Oisin,
Hourished at this period ; he wrote a poem, beginning ¢ Tibpd fengapmnd
pornay,” which is given in full in the Dinn Senchas, as authority for the
account there given of the origin of the name of the fountain of Sengarmna.
See Dinn Seanchas under the year 550, preserved in the book of Leacan.
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and in a valuable vellum tijjiapeript in the library of Sir William Betham,
and in the collectior. of the Assistant Secretary.

.

A. D. 280.

xxv. Frarrari, son of Fithil, wrote a poem, beginning « Chai Copbuaic
aige Cedinpa,” « The desire of Cormac, of the house of Tarah,” upon the
qualifications required by Cormac in different personsand things. Copies

of this poem are common; a very ancient copy is in the collection of the
Assistant Secretary.

A. D. 288.

xxvi. FioNy Mac CusnaiL was killed this year, at Ath Breagh on the
Boyne, not far from Tarah. He is said to have assisted in the formation
of some laws, in the time of Cormac Mac Art. There are some prophecies
ascribed to him, which are undoubtedly the forgeries of some Christian
writer.

In the Dinn Seanchas contained in the book of Leacan, folio 231, col.
4, is given, as authority for the name of Dun Fornocht, a poem, attributed
to Fionn. This poem consists of twenty-eight verses, beginning * fon-
noeT b0 dun d Opxm Oean,” “ Fornocht to the fort of Druim Dean.”

A. D. 284.

xxvi1. Omsin, the son of Fionn Mac Cubhail, so much celebrated for
his poetic genius, survived the battle of Gabkra ichle near Tarah, fought
this year, in which his son Oscar and the principal part of the Fenian
heroes lost their lives. Many beautiful poems are extant that bear the
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name of Oisin, but there are no good reasons to suppose that they are the
genuine compositions of that bard. If ever they were composed by Oisin,
they have since suffered a wonderful change in their language, and have
been interpolated, so as to make the poet and Saint Patrick cotemporaries,
though the latter did not commence his apostolic labours in Ireland until
the middle of the fifth century, when, by the course of nature, Oisin
must have lain in his grave about one hundred and fifty years. There isa
prophecy attributed to Qisin, preserved in an ancient vellum MS, the
property of William Monck Mason, Esq. a member of this Society ; but
the first line of the poem being addressed to Oisin himself, shows it to be
aforgery. The poem begins 2 Oiniii, anpars wis,” « O Qisin, melodious
poet.”

A. D. 405.

xxviit. Torwa Eigeas (the learned) poet and instructor to our mo-
narch Niall of the nine Hostages, flourished at this time. There are
four poems, said to be the productions of this author, handed down to us.
The first begins « Tab mo tgpdyp a Naill ndin,” ¢ Beceive my precepts,
noble Niall.”—The second, ¢ Ddil catd ictip Copc 1y Midll :” ¢ The meeting
of battle between Corc and Niall.”—The third, ¢ Qo 5@ dalcdm #ipraw
tmn,”  “ My two foster-children were not indolent.” 1In the first poem
Torna gives instructions to his ward Niall; in the second, he appears as a
mediator between Niall and Corc, king of Cashel, who is also represented
asa ward of Torna’s, and who had quarrelled with his foster-brother;
and in the third the poet describes his manner of living alternately
between these illustrious personages, and laments that he has survived
them.

That these Poems were the productions of Torna Eigeas, there are
some strong reasons to doubt. ©’Flaberty, in Ogygia, gives presumptive
proofs that they were not; and unless we admit that Christianity had
made a great progress in Ireland before the mission of Saint Patrick,
and thet Torna was a -Christian, as Colgan asserts, the poems carry
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internal evidence that they were not written by him. Some Irish
antiquaries are of opinion that they were written by Torna O’Maol-
conaire, who lived several ages after Torna Eigeas. Be this as it may,
"the poems deserve preservation, as they give some interesting notices of
the ancient History of Ireland, and were the cause of the literary contest
carried on between the Bards of Leath Chuinn and Leath Mhogha (Conn’s
half and Mogha’s half, or the north and south divisions of Ireland), for
the honour and precedence of their respective Chiefs, in the reign of
James the First of England. ,

The fourth poem ascribed to Torna, is upon the burial place of the
pagan kings of Ireland, at Relig na Riogh, near Cruachan, in county
Roscommon. It consists of twenty-eight verses, beginning « Aza puzra
M5 poi fail,” « There is under thee a king of beauteous Fail.”

A copy of this poem is to be found in the Book of Leacan; another
copy is in the collection of the Assistant Secretary; and another given
in the History of Ireland, by Doctor Keating.

xx1x. At this period also flourished the Son or Torna Eigeas. A
small poem by this author is preserved in the Book of Invasions of the
O’Clery’s. It begins “ An tdn do Tergmy don ddil,” “ When we went to
the conflict,” and is the lamentation of the poet for the death of his king,
and foster-brother, Niall, who fell on the Banks of the Loire, in
Armorica, A. D. 406. '

A. D. 433.

xxx. Dusaraace Mac ui Lughair, was the Poet and Druid of Laog-
haire, monarch of lreland, at the commencement of Saint Patrick’s
mission, and was converted to Christianity by that Apostle. He was one
of the famous Committee of Nine, who were appointed to revise the
ancient Records of the Nation, and from them compiled that body of
Records afterwards called the Seanchas mor. After his conversion, he
applied his poetic talents to the praise of his Maker and Redeemer, and
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an elegant hymn of his on that subject is preserved in the Felire Aénguis,
or.Account of the Festivals: of the Church, written by Angus Ceile- De,
i the latter end of the eighth century ; a copy of which work is inserted
in the Leabhar Breac, -or speckled Book of the Mac Egan’s, in the
Library of the Royal Irish Academy, and another more ancient copy is
in -the collection of the Assistant Secretary to this Society.

In the year 1797, the late General Vallancey published a paper,
addressed to the Presidest and Members of the Royal Irish Academy,
in vindication of the ancient History of Ireland, in which he introduces
what he calls a translation of the hymn above mentioned. But the
learned General fell into a great error in supposing the contraction Cr.
in the original, to mean Creas, the Sun, and he therefore denominates this
hymn, ¢ A hymn to Creas, or the Sun.” A knowledge of the original,
and a little attention to its general contents, would be sufficient to
convince that the hymn was addressed, not to the Sun, but to the Almighty
God, who created the Sun and all that exists.

. The Hymn begins——*¢ Sen a¢ Cruyt mo ldbpa,
« A comdoiu yetT nme!
“ Ro mbepc mbrdis lep,
« A gpeme pile!”

Literally——¢ Bless, O Christ, my words,
“ Thou Godhead of the seven Heavens!
“ Who gavest the gift of Religion,
« O King of the resplendent Sun 1

The word Comdiu, or Cérindé, as it would be written in modem Irish,
which 1 translate the Godhead, strictly means the joint God, or the
united persons of the Blessed Trinity, and is, and always was, used in
that sense, and in no other. This, and the mention of the seven Heavens,
is sufficient to show that the author was a Christian, and who, therefore,
would not deify a creature.

In the leabap na ccedanc, or Book of Rights, is preserved a very old
poem ascribed to Dubhthach. It begins, ¢ M olif cudt no cemddifetc,
4 m plig pineolad,” “ There is no right of visitation or headship (supe-

f
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riority) over the truly learned Poet.” This poem is on the privileges
of the Bardic Order. There is also preserved in the same Book another
poem, of three hundred and ninety-two verses, ascribed to Dubhthach,
beginning ¢ Tedaing tet ambr mdc Cwxnd:”  Tarah, house in which dwell
the descendants of Conn.”—This poem is on the privileges of Tarah, the
rights and revenues of the Irish monarchs, and the subsidies paid by’
them to the provincial princes and heads of tribes. Some doubts may
be reasonably entertained that this latter poém is the production of
Dubhthach.

A.D. 468.

xxxI. Saint Beinin died on the ninth of November, in this year. He
was the son of Sescnen, a man of great power in Meath, who entertained
St. Patrick on his way to Tarah, and was, with all his family, converted
by him. Benin received Holy orders from the hands of our apostle,
and was also consecrated a bishop by him. In the year 455, St. Patrick
placed Benin in the Archiepiscopal Chair of Armagh, which See he -
governed for ten years; but in 465 he resigned his bishoprick, and lived
in retirement for three years, when he died A. D. 468.

The Leabhar na Cceart, or Book of Rights, is said to be written by
St. Benin, but of this some doubts may be reasonably entertained. Its
language, and some internal evidences in the composition, show it to be
at least enlarged and altered in a period nearer to our own times. It is, .
however, a very ancient composition, and throws great light on the early
history of our country. It gives an account of the revenues and rights
of the monarchs of Ireland, payable by the provincial kings, and by
the chiefs of inferior districts ; the subsidies paid by the monarchs to the
provincial kings and inferior chiefs for their services; and also an
account of the revenues of each of the provincial kings, payable to
them from the chiefs of districts, or tribes, in their respective provinces,
and the subsidies paid by the provincial kings to those petty dynasts.—

[
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“These accounts are first delivered in prose, and the same are afterwards
recorded in verse.

Ancient copies of this book, on vellum, are in the libraries of Trinity
College and the Royal Irish Academy; and in the collections of Sir
William Betham, and the Assistant Secretary of this Society.

The title prefixed to this work, runs thus: ¢ tciprc s0 lebg na ccedpz,
¢ meoray do &yal & do tugdydalad €pend, amdil do opsap Denén mac

.Sefcnén rdilmcedlac PdcTpdice, mg dd pert lebap plinde od lota.”: “ The
¢ beginning of the Book of Rights, which relates to the revenues and
¢ the subsidies of Ireland, as ordered by. Benin, son of Sescnen, psalmist
¢¢ of Patrick, as is related. in the Book of Glendaloch.”—The work"
itself begins with ¢ Do oligeddad éyT eawil, acay dia efyab, acdf om
“ canaib, md deay dyy, dnd fo yir, dedy do trgarsilab g uman dcay
“ mgte hepend ¢ teand o g Caipll m Tan da pdllna glaiy md,” “ Of
« the just (lawful) rights of. Cashel, and of its revenues and dues, in
‘ and out, here follow; and of the subsidies of the kings of Munster,
“ and of the kings of Ireland from the king of Cashel, when he has
“ the government of the kingdom.” Then follows, in prose, a list of
the articles paid by the king of Cashel as subsidies to other princes, and
of his rights of entertainment, &c.. from them; this is followed.by the
same account, in a poem of 88 verses, beginning ¢ Oligeas.cac mp o
¢ Caynl,” « The dues of each king from the king of Cashel.” 'Then is
given an account, in verse and prose, of the revenues of the king. of
Cashel, from the princes of Muscrey, Uaithne, Ara, Corcoluidheach,
Corcoduibne, Ciarruidhe-Luachra, Corcobaiscin, and Borrin. The poem
of this part is of 52 verses, and begins *“ Cepx Cayil cen cpas,” . The
« rights of Cashel without vexation.” . By this aecount it appears .that
the king of Cashel received annually from the above districts 2,300 oxen;
five thousand five hundred cows; four thousand four hundred swine;
one hundred vessels of strong drink ; one thousand rams ; two bundred
wethers ; and .one hundred garmenis. A further account of the rights,
&c. of the king of Cashel is then given, which says, that when he was not
monarch of all Ireland, that division of it called Leath Mogha was under
his controul, and contributed to his revenues. The tributes paid by.the
king of Leinster and the remainder of the states of Munster to the king of
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Cashel, are then recited in prose, and supported by four poems. The
first begins, “ benén bensaét pop m gen,” “ Benin, blessing on the birth.”
2d. « Cy Car{il an cualabap,” « The rents of Cashell have you heard.”
8d. « A eolarg; uiman moy,” < O ye learned of great Munster.” 4th. « A
“ qund yenéur {rdc rpeat,” < Here is the history of unoppressive tax-
 ation.” Then follows an account of the royal mansions of Cashel,
supported by a poem of 44 verses, beginning * And pedfadg ngon.” ..

After Cashel follows an account of the rights, revenues, and privileges
of the king of Conaught, and the subsidies paid by him to-the petty
chiefs of his province. This part begins, “ Cyrd dcar cudpgypiil Con-
¢ dact, o mop iy Condadr rcep biatas dedy coumdeaiz. Ceddimur co cpud-
&an;”  The revenues and subsidies: of Conaght, i. e. the great rents.of
“ Conaght, both food (or entertainment) and attendance. First to Cru-
“ achan.” An account is then given of the rightsand privileges of the
Conaght kings. The poem begins “ €y pe reanéay na¢ praill,”
“ Hear ye a story not.contemptible.” This is followed by an account of
the subsidies paid by the king of Conaght to the subordinate chiefs of
his province. The poem here begins, « Cuqafcal crow Conb(éz: »”
 The wages of the provmce of Conaght.” . .

In this province, as in that of Munster, there were some tﬁbes free
from regal taxation, and who had other -extraordimary privileges, above
the other clanns of the province.” In Conaght these were the Abh
Briuin; the Siol Muireadhaigh; the Ibh- Fiachra;:and. the Cenel
Aodbha.

The account of . Comght is succeeded by that of Ailigh ( Ozloacb -the
residence of the northern Ibh Neill) or Ulster. The rights and dues
of the king of Ailigh is first given, the poem of which:contains fifty-six
verses, and begins “ Cepz 1 @ity etyw;” « The right of the king of
Ailigh hear ye.” Then follows the subsidies paid by that prince to his
inferior chieftains; and also the subsidies received by him from the
monarch of Ireland, whenever the king of Ailigh was not - monarch
himeelf. The metrical account of this consists of eighty verses, begin-
ning, “A pip oa nogtaf P Traw;” < Oh man, if thou goest north-
“ ward.” - A
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The rights and privileges of OirciaLLa follow next in order. The
verses are sixty-four in number, beginning « €1yt cdm cluymebd,” * Listen
to the tribute you have heard.” The subsidies received by the prince of
Oirgialla, from the monarch of Ireland, and also the subsidies paid by
him to his chiefs, are then set forth. The poem here consists of eighty
verses, begins “ 1 ¢eirT red o tlomd Coun,”,“‘ This inquiry on the de-
scendants of Colla.”

Next follows an account of the subsndles received by the king of Uladh,
(Down, Armagh, &c. at present) from the menarch of Ireland, when he
was not monarch himself, and also the subsidies paid by him to his chiefs
of districts. The verses here are eighty, and begin “ Azd rund rotq Ulas,”
¢ Here are the emoluments of Uladh.”. This is followed by an account of
the provisions dnd revenues of Uladh. The. verses are forty-four in
number, of an uncommon measure, beginning ¢ OYFw . ug Camnnd acdr
Ulas ;” ¢ Dues of the king of Emania and. Uladh.”

The rights of the king of Tarah are next set down, and the submdms
pmd by him to the subordinate chiefs of Meath.. This section informs
us; that, when the king of Tarah was not monarch of Ireland, he received
- as a subsidy from the monarch, one hundred swords, one hundred shields,
one hundred horses, one hundred coloured garments, and one hundred suits
of armour. The poem belonging to this part, consists of fifty-six verses,
beginning ¢ Ol m Teainpd -cr,um,” “ The rights of Tarah’s king I here
rehearse.” This is followed by an account of the revenues of the kings of
Meath. The metrical account is in fiftystwo verses, beginning *: Ciy Tuait
m!bl mopn rcel;” ¢ Tax of the district of Meath, great the report.”

Then follows the will of CATRAGIR ‘mor, kmg of Leinster, and mdnarch
‘of Ireland, A. D. 122, by which his kmgdom and his property are divided
among his sons. This is followed by a poemn of eighty verses, attributéd
to Benen, showing the subsidies the king of Leinster was to receive
from the monarch of lreland, when he did not fill that high office
‘hitnself. It also gives an account of the subsidies paid by the king of

Leinster to the subordinate chiefs of his province. Theé poem begins
- % Cepz g lmgcn ro luas Denen,” * The rights of the king of Leinster,
Benen relates.” This poem alone is sufficient to prove what I have said

in the beginning, that this work, in its present form, is not the work of
Benen.
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The next article is an account of the contributions to which each of the
district chiefs of Leinster was subject, for support of the king of that
province. The metrical account here consists of sixty-eight verses, be-
ginning ¢ Coryzis, a lavgmu nd ldo¢,” ¢ Listen, oh Leinster of heroes.” -

This is succeeded by a poem of seventy-two verses, giving an account
of the GaLLs of Dublin, at the ¢coming of Saint Patrick!!! The poem
begins “ Aza yund yentay rudc yeng,” « Here is a pleasant agreeable
- history.”

The privileges of the poets and their rewards are then recited ; the
prose account is supported by a poetical account, ascribed to Dubhthach
mac ui Lughair, beginning «m dhj cudc no cendargeée, ap 1o pibi pipn eolac,”
“ There is no visitation nor superiority over the truly learned poet.”

- The Book of Rights closes with an account of the rights of the king of
Tarah, and of the privileges and subsidies that all the princes of Ireland
had a rnght to receive from him when he was monarch of Ireland. This
account is in a poem of three hundred and ninety-two verses, ascribed to
Dubhthach mac ui Lughair, beginning ““Teaind te¢ a mb mic Cumy,” « Tarah
house, in which are the descendants of Conn.”—See Dnbhthach wac ui
Lughair, under A. D. 433.

. A D. 499.

xxxi1. Saint Caw, first bishop of Down, wrote some prophecies in
Irish verse, but we cannot be sure that those now extant ascribed to him
are genume That beginning * Crpe, oll oilen,” * Eire, noble lskmd »
said to be written by this author, gives, by way of prophecy, a catalogue
of Irish kings, and counts two hundred and twenty-seven years from the
battle of Clontarf. It may therefore be presumed that it was not written
before the middle of the thirteenth century.
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xxxi1. Saint Fiech, the first bishop of Sletty, was a disciple of Saint
Patrick, and flourished for some years after the death of his master. . He
wrote a hymn in Irish, consisting of one hundred and thirty-six verses, in
praise of our apostle, in which he recites his parentage, and shows that
 the place of his nativity was Tours, in France. It begins « 5end Paccrarce
1 nem Txp,” < Patrick was born in holy Tours.” A very ancient copy of
this poem, finely written on vellum, is in the library of Trinity College.
It has been printed different times; first in Colgan’s «“ Acta Sanctorum,”
with a Latin translation ; next in the first edition of Vallancey’s Irish
Grammar, with a faulty English translation; again in the year 1792,
by a Mr. Richard Plunkett, a neglected genius of the county of Meath,
who, in pages opposite to the original text, gave a version into modern
Irish; and lastly, by the late Mr. Patrick Lynch, in his  Life of Saint
Patnck ” with a correct English translatnon

XXXIV. Cotemporary with Saint Fiech was Saint Cianax, first Blshop
of Duleek, in Meath. He wrote a life of Saint Patrick, in Irish; but
those lives of our Apostle, which we have seen ascribed to St. Cianan,
were certainly written at a much later period.

A. D. 523 or 525.

xxxv. On the first of February, in either of these years, died Saint
Bridget, Patroness and first Abbess of Kildare. She wrote a Rule for
her Nuns in her native langunage, which is said to be extant, but we are
not able to point out where it can be found.

A. D. 526.

xxxv;. Holy Brocan died in this year. He wrote a hymn in praise
of Saint Bridget, which Colgan published, with a Latin translation, in
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in his Life of that virgin. It was again published in 1792, with a version
in modern Irish, by Mr. Richard Plunkett, of the county of Meath,
already mentioned. ‘

Manuscript copies of this poem are in the library of Trinity College.
It begins ¢ M &g bucere budsae bre,” « Bridget glorious, loved not the
world.”

According to O’Flaherty, Brogan wrote the poem beginning ‘2l coigios
cam cdppe cprais ;” but, for .an account of this poem, see Giolla na
naomh O’Dunn, under the year 1160.

A.D. 527, according to Tigernach, but 541 according to the
Four Masters.

xxxvil. In either of the above years died Saint AiLBE, first Bishop of
Emly. He wrote a Rule for Monks, in Irish verse, ancient copies of
which are in possession of different members of the Society, and the
language is a strong proof that the work is genuine. Tt begins  Appay
&dm g mac Sapdn, Wy Trom dn Ty Fdbey; bad lén, bdd peip a tubay, cm
Ba nuabd cin geile,”  Say from me to the son of Sarain, weighty is the
charge he takes; be his conscience clear, without falsehood, without
pride, without fraud.”

A. D. 533.

xxxviil, Holy CAlrNEAcH was a priest, and cotemporary with Muir-
certagh mac Earc, monarch of Ireland, who died A. D. 533, and whose
death Cairneach foretold, as is asserted. Some poems, and prophecies
in metre, attributed to him, are given in the « O1vea® MnpteqTary wec
€dpea,” or “ Death of Murkertagh, son of ‘Earc,” a very ancient his-
torical tale, in prose and verse; in possession of the Assistant Secretary.
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He is quoted in the Book of Invasions, by the O’Clery’s, page 182, in
possession of the Assistant Secretary.

A. D. 540.

xxxix. About this time died Saint IarraTh, first Bishop of Tuam.
Some prophecies, in Irish verse, ascribed to him, are extant, a copy of
which is in the collection of the Assistant Secretary to this Society ;
but some reasonable doubts may be entertained of their genuineness.

A. D. 544.

xiL. On the 12th of October, in this year, died Saint BearcHax, of
Glasnaidhin, on. the North Bank of the River Liffey. In the Felire
Aonguis, or Festivals of the Church, written by Angus Céile Dé, at the
latter end of the eighth century, under the festival of Saint Bridget, on
the first of February, a small poem of Berchan’s, in praise of that Saint,
is given. It begins ¢ t ban ¢ lipe na leipng,”  The woman, O Liffey of
plains.” There are some Irish prophecies ascribed to him, which others,
with more propriety perhaps, attribute to 8t. Braccan.

See under Bracan, at A. D. 650.

A. D. 549.

xLl. 8t. CiaraN, of Cluain-mac-Nois, died on the 9th of September
this year. He wrote a Rule for Monks, in Irish metre, said to be
~ amongst the MSS, of Trinity College library ; but in the present im-

g
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perfect state of the catalogue of MSS. in that library, we bave not
been able to discover it.

A. D. 550

xuil. At this time died Bee mMac De. Some prophecles attributed to
him are still extant. In a very ancient vellum MS. in the collection of
William Monck Mason, Esq. is to be found one of those prophecies, begin-
ning “ M bi« cpaba « ccell,mb ? ¢ There will be no devotion in churches;”
and a copy of the same prophecy, and another, begmmng “Olec bt ¢
uptd,” ¢ Evil the practice of sorcery,” are to be found in an ancient
MS. in possession of the Assistant Secretary. In an ancient and very
valuable vellum MS. the property of Sir William Betham, is to be found
a poem of two hundred and eighty-eight verses, ascribed to Beg mac D¢,
beginning  Tperve naé prlngeand g pneit,” “ Three things a lawful king
suffers not.” In this Peem the author foretels the evils and destruction
that were to fall upon several places and things in Ireland. This writer
was descended from Cormac Cas, threugh Conall Eachluaith (of the swift
horses) king of Munster, A. D. 366.
- Tigernach, the Annalist, who died in A. D. 1688, mentions the death
of Beg mac Dé, under the year 851, in these words, béy Bece mac D&
an Fu,” « The death of Beg mac Dé the Prophet.”

The ¢ Four Masters” say his death happened in the year 557, and
relate that event in these words, « S. Decc mae D&, pfam ofpdednc décc,”
“ St. Beg mac Dé, a noble Prophet, died.”

xui1. Cotemporary with the last-mentioned writer was AMERGIN Mac
Amavrcaip, chief poet to the monarch Dermod, son of Fergus Ceirbheoil,
who ascended the throne of Ireland, A. D. 544, and after a reign of
twenty-one years, died in A. D. 565. This poet was the original author
of the Dsnn _Seanchas, or History of noted places in Ireland; a work
which has been enlarged by other writers who lived some ages after the
time of Amergin. Indeed some of it must have been written after
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the year 1024, in which year Cuan O’Lochain was killed ; for some
poems of that writer are given in full in this work, and extracts from
some others, '

The work accounts for the origin of the names of several mountains,
hills, raths, phains, glenns, rivers, &c. in Ireland ; and, although much
blended with fable, is extremely curious, and may be considered valuable,
for some authentic anecdotes contained in it, of several of the most re-
markable characters in ancient Irish history. The account of each -
mountain, plain, river, &c. is first given in prose, and supported by
poems, or extracts from poems of some of our early writers, as Finin mac
Luchna, a poet of the second century; Fionn mac Cubhail ; Fergus
Finnbel, younger brother of Oisin, who lived in the third century; and
some others,

This Amergin must not be confounded with an other Amergin mac
Amalgaidh, who flourished in the latter end of the seventh century, and
wrote some law tracts still extant, a copy of which is to be found in the
Seabright MSS. in the library of Trinity College.

A very fine copy of the Dinn Seanchas is preserved in a vellum MS.
the property of Sir William Betham. There is an imperfect copy in the
Book of Leacan, and another in the collection of the Assistant Secretary.

A. D. 576.

xu1v. Saint Breanpax, or Breanwsax, first bishop of Cluainfert, died
on Sunday, the 16th of May, in this year, according to the annals of the
Four Masters, or in 577, according to the annals of Inisfallen. He wrote
a Rule for ‘Monks, and some prophecies in Irish verse, and some other
poems. Two copies of verses by this author, are in the collection of the
Assistant Secretary, one of which begins ¢ 1 d Aes mo 5d edpaw,” « The
. two Aodhs, my two friends,” upon the meeting of Aodh caomh (‘mild)
son of Conall, son of Eochaidh Ball-dearg, a descendant of Cormac
Cas, who was the first Christian king of Cashel, and ancestor of the
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Marquis of Thomond, one of the Vice Presidents of this Society, and
Aodh dubh, (black) son of Criomhthan, monarch of Ireland, and father
of Finghin and Failbhe Flann, of the tribe of Eogan more, afterwards
kings of Desmond. This meeting took place between these princes at
Carn an Righ, (the king’s heap) on Magh Feimhin, (the plain of Feim-
hin) between Cashel and Clonmel; and the cause of their meeting was
to agree upon the right of succession to the. sovereignty of Cashel, ac-
cording to the will of their great ancestor Olioll Olum, king of Munster.
Aodh caomh was then the representative of the Dalcassian race, and by
the rule of alternate succession, directed by the will of Olioll between the
descendants of his two sons, Cormac Cas and Eogan more, had a right to
the throne of Cashel, but Aodh dubh, the representative of the Euge-
nian tribe, disputed this right, and would not consent that Aodh caomh
should be invested with the regal power, until his own succession would
be secured to him, if he should survive the present claimant. This was
agreed to on both sides, and St. Breandan and his disciple Mac Leinin
the poet, afterwards called Colman, and first bishop of Cloyne, were given
to Aodh dubh as hostages for the performance. The second poem begins
« beaniatz 1m cénoé éumattarg,” ¢ Blessings of the powerful God,” and is
the benediction given by Breannan to Aodh caomh and his descendants.
These poems, and others of Breannan’s composition, were preserved in
the Psalter of Cashel, and the book of Munster in the book of Ballimote.

A. D. 592.

xLv. Saint CoLumB Cille, or Columb of Cells, or churches, died on Whit-
Sunday night, the 9th of June, in this year, according to the annals of the
Four Masters. He wrote several pieces both in Irish and Latin. Upwards
of thirty poems in the Irish language, ascribed to him, have come down to
our times, copies of which are in possession of the Assistant Secretary, a
particular description of which we at present avoid. The subjects are
miscellaneous, but the chief part are religious. The prophecies ascribed
to this Saint, if ever they were written by him, have been interpolated
and corrupted by modern writers.
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A. D. 596.

xLV1. About this period- flourished Eocmaion Eigeas, (the wise) or
Eocnaor Dallan, or DaLLax Forgaill, by which latter name he is gene-
rally called. He was a disciple of St. Columb Cille, and attended him at
the great assembly of Dromceat, convened by Aodh, son of Ainmireach,
monarch of Ireland, A.D. 588. Dallan wrote a life of his master, and the
Ambhra Colum Chille, or elegiac versesin praise of St. Columb, by which it
appears he survived that Saint, who, we are told, died on Whit-Sunday, the-
9th of June, A. D. 592, according to the Four Masters, or A. D. 597,
according to Tigernach. Several impérfect copies of the Amhra, written
on vellum, are in various hands. Oue copy is in Marsh’s library, another-
in the library of Trinity College, another in the collection of William
Monck Mason, Esq. and another, written in 1313, is in the collection of.
the Assistant Secretary, who has also a perfect copy, written on paper,
which was once the property of Cucoigcriche O’Clery, one of the persons
employed in the compilation of the annals of the Four Masters. ' The
Rémycél, or preliminary discourse, prefixed to this tract, shews the time
and place in which it was written. It begins « locc son eldidenyt dprmm-
chlzd b Tuart i cranaeca gl glimn, ¢ 1y dii b0 ponds 1 mépoddil dSpumo cerzo:
T dimyep, 1moppo 1. dmyep fBoo mac Ammepaé pi h€pei moepndt m mopdGil.
Ro bdzup Ttpd T aga déc m h€itiii m Tdn ym, ocuy fEd pop cde p dib., Uc
e m phe; ¢ B> mac amimpug nd nedll,” 7c. « The place of this tract is
Dromceat in the north, in Cianachta of Glenn Geimhin, for it was there
the great assembly of Dromnceat was lield. Its time, moreover, was the
time of Aodh, son of Ainmhereach, monarch of Ireland, who held this.
assembly. There were also thirteen kings in Ireland at this time, and:
Aodh was the name of each of them, as said the poet.”

“ Aodh, son of Ainmhereach; of battles,” &c..

The Ambhra begins « Oia 1d 50 pugay e Ty md ghvy.”

He also wrote the Amhra Sionain, or Elegy on the death of Saint
Seanan, beginning ¢ Senan foep, yi> acoip,” « Noble Seanan, peaceful
father.” A copy of this poem is in the collection of the Assistant Secre-
tary,. and it. and the 4mhra Coluim Cille are in the Bearla Feni, or Fenian.
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dialect of the Irish, accompanied by a gloss. There is a copy of
another poem of Dallan Forgaills, in the Seabright collection of MSS.
in the library of Trinity College, beginning ¢ O%b gilla dub aium ndiye.”
Upon the arms of Duach dubh, king of Oirgailla. From this it appears
that the shaft of Duach’s spear was made of the eo Roryd, or yew of Ross.
It is probable many more of the works of Dallan are extant, although
~ they have net come within our knowledge.

A. D. 598.

xLviL Saint Caineacn, or Canice, Abbot of Achadh bo, or field of oxen,
died on the 11th of October, this year. He wrote a life of Saint Patrick
- in Trish, which, it is probable, may be still extant. )

A. D. 599.

xLvin. 8Saint Baotrain succeeded St. Columb Cille in the abbacy of
Hy, and died on the 9th of January, this year. He wrote a life of Saint

Columb in Irish verse, and some prophecies, which are in the manuscript
collection of the Assistant Secretary.

A. D. 600.

xLix. 8t. ComncuaLL, founder and first abbot of the great monastery
of Bangor, in the Ardes in Ulster, died this year. He wrote a Rule for
Monks, in Irish metre, and some other poems and prose works in the
same language. His rule begins ¢ Com« pigal dn Chdinsé,” « Support
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the regulations of the Godhead.” There is preserved in the Felire
Anguis, a poem of Comhghall’s, consisting of sixty verses, beginning
“ (Ddonupidn immapuclan,” in praise of solitude.

These works are in the MS. collection of the Assistant Secretary.

L. St. Murvus lived at this time, He wrote the Acts of St. Columb.
Cille, in Irish verse.

A. D. 60s.

L1. Saint MoLua, otherwise called Lughaidh, first Abbot of Clonfert
Molua, died this year. He wrote a Rule for Monks, in Irish verse,
afterwards translated into Latin; and, being carried to Rome, received
the approbation of Gregory, the first Pope of that name. This Rule
is said to be still extant in the Irish language, but we have not met
with it.

A. D. 610.

Lit. MaorcoBra, Monarch of Ireland, was killed, this year, according
to the Four Masters, at the battle of Slieve Toadh, by Suibhne Meann,
who succeeded him on the throne, or in A. D. 615, according to the
Annals of Tigernach: but the: Book of Invasions states, that after his
defeat at Slieve Toadh, he retired from the world, and * took upon him
the yoke of religion,” in his patrinionial lands, at a place called Drum.
Diolar, on the bank of Caoluisce, where he remained in retirement,
secluded. from the world, until he was expelled from his retreat by his
own brether Donald, who succeeded Suibhne Meann in the monarchy;
A.D. 624. The Annals of Innisfallen say that he was bishop of Clogher.
Maolchobha himself relates the story of his being driven from Druim:
Diolar, in a poem of ninety-two verses, beginning « Opong dainaé Opomy
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Qidly,” “ Suffering family of Drum Diolar.” In this poem the author
laments the expulsion of himself and his clergy, iun very pathetic terms,
and severely censures Mor, surnamed Mumhan (of Munster), the wife
of his brother, as the cause of their sufferings. Upon the same subject,
and the number of clergy in the religious house of Drum Diolar, and the
benefits conferred on different classes of people by them, he wrote a poem
of twenty-four verses, beginning ¢ Tiomdg zo 1&ip 1¢ Liobpa,” “ Prudently
collect the books.” He also wrote the poem, beginning ¢ toninom dnay
dinglive dy ¢ ¢npeds aolcdba,” ¢ Pleasant the angelical habitation from
which is driven Maolchobha.”

These poems are all preserved in the Book of Invasions, by the
O’Clery’s, in possession of the Assistant Secretary of this Society.

A. D. 611.

1. Saint CoemmeHiN, Abbot and Bishop of Glendalogh, died on the
3d of June this year. He wrote a Rule for Monks in Irish verse. The
Leabhar Breathnach, or Book of the Britons, contained in the Book of
Glendalogh, and a book on the origin of the Milesians, are attributed to
him. The book of Glendalogh is in the library of Trinity College.

A. D. 624.

uiv. St. MaopHoe, or Epax, as he is otherwise called, first Bishop of
Ferns, died on the 31st of January this year. He was a native of East
Breifne (now called the County Cavan) and descended in the tenth
degree from Colla Uais, who was monarch of Ireland, A. D. 327. This
Saint is much celebrated for his piety and miracles ; and in an ancient
MS. life of him, in the collection of the Assistant Secretary, there are
preserved some poems said to be written by him. One of these is his
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will, by which he divides his property between three churches, founded
by him, viz. Ferns, in Leinster ; Drum Leathan, in Cavan; and Ross
Inver, now in the county of Leitrim. This poem begins < bind i ciomna
Urawzep 1,” ¢ [ntention of the will set forth by us.” Another of these
poems begins ¢ (04g ygeocday mo &l ¢ais,” « Woe to those who pollute
my noble church.” 1In this poem woes are denounced against all that
injure his churches; and such a description is given of the author, as
would give cause to suspect that the verses were not the genuine pro-
ductions of Maodhog.

A. D. 636.

Lv. Saint CARTHAG, otherwise called MocHUDA, first Bishop of Lismore,
died on the 14th of May this year. He wrote a metrical Rule for
" Monks, beginning “ hye arndain na Flata,” < It is the way of the Lord.”
This poem is in the collection of Irish MSS. belonging to the Assistant
Secretary to this Society.

A. D. 647.

LvL. SeaNcHAN Torpest lived in the time that Guaire the Generous
was king of Conaght. He wrote a poem of twenty-eight verses, begin-
ning « Ro fit Pepguy pitic catd,” « Fergus fought twenty battles.” This
poem is historical, and gives an account of the battles of Fergus, son of
Rossa, and grandson of Roderick, monarch of Ireland, from A. M.
3845, until A. M. 3862, according to O’Flaherty’s computation. A
copy of this poem is preserved in the Book of Leacan, fol. 17, col. 2d,
and another copy is in possession of the Assistant Secretary. Its lan-
guage and measure are strong proofs of its antiquity. '

h
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A. D. 650.

Lvil. Saint Braccan, from whom Ardbrackan, near Navan, in the
county of Meath, derives its name, is stated to have lived in this year,
by Ware, in his account of Irish writers. The time of his death is not
mentioned either in the Annals of Tigernach, Inisfallen, or the Four
Masters, but it is probable that he died before this period, as he was the
predecessor of St. ULTaN, who, at the advanced age of one hundred and
eighty years, died A. D. 656, according to the Four Masters, or 657, as
Tigernach relates. Several prophecies in Irish verse, ascribed to Braccan,
are still existing in this country, some of which are in the possession of
the Assistant Secretary.—Ware says, that the prophecies of Braccan were
collected and published by Walter de Islip, in the year 1317.

A. D. 651.

Lvii. SEGINE, Abbot of Hy, or Iona, died this year. He wrote a Rule
for Monks, in Irish verse, which is said to be extant, but we cannot say
where it is to be found.

A. D. 653.

Lix. Saint Forsey, founder of the Abbey of Cnobersburgh, or Burgh
Castle, in Suffolkshire, England, and of the Abbey of Laigny, in the
diocese of Paris, died at Peronne, in France, this year, according to the
Annals of Boyle, or in A. D. 654, according to Tigernach, who relates
his death in these wards, «“ Prpra bé5 « Fppanccmb,” c Fufsgy~ died in
France,” and gives the following quotation: to shew who were his parents:
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4 Aeap Provd pad plan pleo,
ocmd &0 Bl n2A pdise
1 pa macap don Felgen
tagedn g Chowats.”

Fursey wrote some prophecies, hymns, and other poems, copies of
which are in several bands, partieularly in an ancient vellum MS. the
property of William Monck Mason, Esq. Of these poems, being mosily
on religious subjects and Bot illustrative of the History of Ireland, we
forbear giving a particular account. The festival of this Saint is
observed on the 16th of January.

A. D. 656,

ax. Saint Urran, the suceessorof Braecun in the Abbey of Ardbrecken,
and from whem the place was sometimes calied Tobar Ultaim, or Ultan's
Well, died this year. He wrote a life of Saint Patrick, and some metrical
prophecies in the Irish language. The copy of the Life of our Apostle
that we have seen attributed to Ultan, is certainly the production of a

more modern pen. Copies of the prophecies are in the collection of the
Assistant Secretary.

A. D. 661.

Lx1. CoLMan’ @' CLussAlTH, the tator of Cuman fada (the tall) lived
at the time of Cumar’s death, which bappened in: the year 661.. A.gwo-
tation from a poem of -Colman’s; upon the deathy of his disciple guw,
is given by the Four Mastess, under that yeas. We cannet peint. out
where any of his entire pieces are new to be feund.
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A. D. 664.

Lxil. MancreN of Leith, died this year, according to the Four Masters,
but the Annals of Ulster say he died A. D. 655. He wrote some poems
of a religious kind, still extant in the Irish language. He also wrote a
book intituled “ The Wonders of Scripture,” extant in the third volume:
of St. Augustine’s works, and falsely ascribed to that Saint. O’Flaherty
quotes a poem of - Manchen 8, beginning, ¢ tobdal o ’\o hdgesyrom,” « Since
Idols were expell

A.D. 613.

1xir. Bee Borrcue, King of Ulster, aceording to the Annalists, took
the Cross, and went on a pilgrimage this year. A quotation from a
poem of his on the death of Mongan, son of Feachna, is given by the
Four Masters, under the year 620, and by Tigernach at 626.

A. D. 678.

Lxiv. CinNFaeLaDE Fodhlumtha (learned), or CINNFAELADH, son of
Olioll, died this year, according to the Annals of Ulster, and the Four
Masters, or A. D. 679, according to Tigernach. He is also surnamed
Eigeas, or wise. He wrote many poems and prose works, some of which
have descended entire to our times, and others of them are quoted by
the Pour Masters, under the years 499 and 507. His poem on the
situation of the house of Miodhcudrta, or middle court of the royal
palace of Tara, beginning SuEw tige (Diovérgea, is to be found in an
ancient vellum MS. the property of William Monck Mason, Esq. and
another old copy is in possession of the Assistant Secretary. His poem of
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fifty-six verses, beginning ¢ Do 155 Holdi dym Scrrid,” ¢ Golamh departed
from Scythia,” upon the travels and adventures of Golamh (Milesius)
from his departure from Scythia until his arrival in Spain, and afterwards
in Ireland, is preserved in the Book of Invasions contained in the Book
of Leacan, and also in the Book of Invasions by the O’Clery’s. There
are other copies of this poem in various hands, the meost valuable of
~which is one in possession of the Assistant Secretary, collated with three
very ancient copies, and the various reading given in the margin.
Cinnfaeladh improved the Uraicepht, or as it is sometimes written, the
Uraicecht, of Ferceirtne.

.We bave already shewn, under A. M. 3950, that Ferceirtne, and not
Forchern, as stated by O’Flaherty and O’Connor, was the original aythor
of the Uraicepht; but so many different copies of a book bearing that
title, and author’s name, now in existence, and all varying from each
other, in some things, show that it has gone through various editions,
with additions and alterations. The principal editor or emendator of the
Uraicepht, was Cinfaeladh, but it is impossible to say what parts were
written by Ferceirtne, or by this editor, although it is no difficult task
to point out parts certainly written long after the time of the original
author, if not subsequent to. Cinnfaeladh himself.

This Book is generally preceded by the Book of Oghams, as in the
copy preserved in the Book of Ballymote, the copy in the library of
Trinity College, Dublia, class H. 54, and the copy in the possession of
the Assistant Secretary ;. but each of these copies wants something, more
or less, towards the end. The copy in Sir William Betham’s book,
begins ¢ Caz € loc dcay dwyep acdy péprd dedy Tucdi yepbamd md dpdi-
cwéta? mm. loc 86 €mdin (Dachd, dcdy m dmpen Concold mac Meyd améc
d denam. Tupdic dan d dénmd .1. bo bpert derd pdmd pop pey. Fepcepcne pily
dor gm. Cendpaelas mac ditella po nachnugerctq 1 node lupam m dimyen
[Eoa mac Ammpet maille la hip mép m-beplar,” « What is the time, and
the place, and the person, and the cause of writing of the Uraicecht ?
Not difficult. The place of it Eaman of Macha, and in the time of
Conor, son of Nessa, it was done. The cause of doing it, i. e. to bring
ignorant people to knowledge. Ferceirtne, the poet, performed it.
Cinnfaeladh, son of Olioll, revised it in Daire Lurain, in the time of
Aodh, son of Ainmireach, along with much more of the language.”
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The copy in the Amistant Seeretary’s eellection, begins ¢ Cawe locc
asuy dwrep dcuy pEpyd dcuy Tuceorc yopbii dudecdéco T nin. loos do Gaivnn
Wdto dcuy d ndmypep Contobay meic Meyo «piéw. Pepcepem pili 40 jschn
«i+ 80 bpl1E ofyu pain pop . CClanpostat mac Orhiol po dewuashash 1 ¥Qoipe
lwpam maille pe hepmdp nt yrepepopda,” ¢ What is the place, and the time,
and person, and cause of writing the Uraicecht? Not difficult. The
place of it Eamain of Macha, and in the time of Conor, son of Nesa, it
was done. Ferceirtne the poet made it, i. & te hring ignorant people
to knowledge. Cinnfaeladh, son of Olioll, renewed it in Derry Lurain,
with many other writings.”

In addition to the works already mentioned, Cinnfacladh revised the
laws of Cormac mac Art, monarch of Jreland, A..D. 254,

A. D. 685.

1xv. Praxx flonn was a name given by the Irish to ALorrep, king of
the Northumbrian Saxons, who, during his exile in Ireland, passed his time
in study, as we are assured by venerable Bede, in his life of St. Cuthbert.
He wrote a poem in the Frish language, consisting of ninety-six verses, on
Ireland, and the things he found there. This poem begins, ¢ o teac
m W pifi pait, 1 0-€pifi pe mdpbaws,” ¢ I found in the pleasant istand of Fail,
in Ireland by exile.” A copy of this poem is preserved in a very old
and valuable vellum MS. in the library of William Monck Mason, Esq.
and another aneient copy is in the cqllection of the Assistant Secretary.

A. D. 696.

Lxv1. We have shewn, under the year 550, that a person of the name of
AMERGIN mac Amalgaidh was poet to Dermod, son of Fergus Ceirbheoil,



xlix

monarch of Ireland, and was the veputed author of the Dinn Seanchais.
By an old vellum MS. of the Seabright collection, in the library of
‘Frinity College, it appears that another writer of that name lived in the
time of Finghin, son of Cu-~gan-mhathair, king of Munster. The latter
AmMaroiN, of whom we here freat, was author of & law tract on the
privileges and punishmewnts of persons of differenst ranks in society,
bogiuwing « loo don Urbdpye prspime Coftcondt, deay dimpin do dmfip Finds
Faine ino cae e natdhe, no dnc son cen wddaie, dedy penyd 50 Amapgm ndc
Amatgan mc @ait juam,”’ < The place of this book Fuitrime Corconach,
énd its time the @ime of Finghin, son of Cu-cin-mathair, or Con-cen-
nisthigir, and its person Ankergin, son of Amelgaidb, son of Maelruane.”
From the similarity of naweés in these auwthers, and those of the fathers
and grandfathers of eacli; one weuld be led to suppose them the same
person, But the fitst, it appears, wa# the poet of Dermod, sen of
Pergus Ceirtbheoil, menarch. of Ireland, who died A. D. 566, or, as the
Four Masters bave it, im 5568, and the latter wrote the Law tract just now
mientioned m the time of Finghin, son eof Cu-cen-mathair, king of
Mumster. The Anwxls of Innisfaflen place the death of Cu-cen-mathair
i &.D. 662, and that of Finghin in A. D. 696, full 130 yearsafter the
death of Dermod, at the lowest computation of Tigernach. Hence we
may fairly infer, thst the present Amergin was a different person from
the Amergin who is suid to have been the original author of the Dinn
Senachas, '

Al

A. D. 69%.

Lxvil. Saint Moraixe, from whom Teack Mholing, or Timolin, in the
county Kildare, is called, died on the 17th of June this year. Some
prophecies ascribed to him are in the hands of the Assistant Secretary;
but if they were written by him, their language has been much modernized
by some later writers. '
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LxVIIL, ADAMNAN, or Adamnanus, Abbot of Hy, or J. Coluim Cille, died
on the 23d of September this year, in the seventy-seventh year of his
age, and twenty-fifth year of his abbotship. In the month of June, in
the year 683, the Saxons having made a predatory landing in Ireland,
1aid waste and plundered Magh Breagh, sparing neither ecclesiastical
nor lay property, and carried off with them, along with the spoils, a great
number of the inhabitants. In the following year, Adamnan went into
England, and by prayers and intreaties, and, as the Four Masters relate,
by the working of many miracles, he obtained for himself great honours
from king Alfred, and for the people, that had been carried off, their
liberty, and the restitution of their property. He wrote many works both
in Irish and Latin. Of his Irish works but.few have remained to our
times. Anr imperfect copy of his Vision is in the bands of John
M<Namara, Esq. 2 member of this Society, and another in the collection
~ of the Assistant Secretary, and also a copy of his poem, of fifty-two verses,
beginniag 1 d1u cie clnglarc cuaccd,” upon the remission of the Boro-
mean tribute to the people of Leinster, by Fionnachta fleadhach (festive)
at the intercession of Saint Molmg

The Vision of Adamnan is in prose, partly Latin and part Irish. The
Irish part begins « Ir edd 1 {0 Tpd popuy dcdy dligedd dmmcdindedyd pedp
7€pnd pria lerufds o ccopp dcdy d ndnmdnd, pptd hwmddpbds plag acdy -
pemte dacay drmbas &b, daixl po follligeds do Adamndn .h. Eme, a comdli
Oé acdy Pazcpuce.” < Here is set down laws and regulations of spiritual
friendship for the men of Ireland, for the correction of their bodies and
souls, for expelling from them plagues and infidels, and manslaughter,
as it was revealed to Adamnan, the descendant of Tine, in the counsel
of God and Patrick.”

A. D. 122.

LxiXx. Nuapua ILomntur flourished at this time. Tigernach, in his
Annals, under this year, gives a quotation of twelve verses from Nuadha,
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in praise of the prowess and courage of Morogh, son of Bran, king of
Leinster, who defeated and killed Fergal, son of Maelduin, monarch of -
Ireland, in the battle of Almhuin or Allen, fought this year.

Lxx. At the same period flourished CuserTan Mac CoNeusa, who,
like Nuadha, recorded in verse the bloody battle of Allen. Tigernach,
in his Annals, speaking of this battle under the year 722, gives a quota-
tion from Cubertan upon that subject. ' |

We have not seen any entire pieces the production of either of these
last-mentioned writers.

1t may be necessary to observe, that the Four Mmters, and Doctor
Keating, in his Hlstory of Ireland, say that the battle of Almhuin, os
Allen, was fought in the yesr 718, but O’Flahesty, in. Ogygia, agrees
with Tigernach in assigning it to the year 722.

A. D. 130.

LxxI. Aopu Allain, monareh of Ireland, commenced kis reign this -
year, according to the Four Masters; or 734, aecording to Tigeruach and
O’Flaherty. Some verses of Aodh Allain’s composition, are preserved
in the O’Clery’s Book of Invasions, and other verses of his writing are
quoted by the Four Masters, under the year 734.

A.D. 734.

cxxil. On the 19¢h of Pecember, in this year, died Saint SameTRAND,
Virgin. A prophecy in verse, said to be delivered by her, is quoted in
the Annals of Tigernach, under the year 738. It is given more fully in

the O’Clery’s Beok of Invasions, in the MS. collection of the Ass:stant'
Secretary.

i
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A. D. 142,

Lxxul In the time of Cathal, son of Finghin, king of Munster, who
died A.D. 742, flourished the three O’Burcuans, brothers, named
Farann, Boethgal, and Maoltuile ; the’first a bishop, the second a judge,
and the third a poet. They wrote some laws, fragments of which may
- be found in the Seabright collection in the library of Trinity College,
Dublin.

Lxx1v. Cotemporary with the last-mentioned writers was CEARMNADH
file, or the poet. - In the Seabright MSS. in the College library, class H,
No. 54, is preserved a law tract, written by this author, as appears by a
memorandum prefixed in the same hand-writing as that in which the law:
itself is written. It begins « Ci> 1 locc dcdy I dimfep dcaf af pépyd,
dedy zuccaic pepfbii dond condib prEl T Nin, loce 5616 Catlain o tugg h
Teaiparl, acdy dmpep d6ib Aimfep Cdtail, meic Prigwne, acdy pépra obib
Cepmna pile, dcdy Tuccdic d ndénmd do pubtas bopb acay dmeolaé, acdy so bpers
def draifi popt pef dhige,” « What is the place, and the time, and the
person, and the cause of writing of the ways to judgment? Not difficult.
The place of them Callain of Lughair, in Tarah; and the time of them
the time of Cathal, son of Fingaine; and the person of them Cearmna,
the poet; and the cause of their being done, to suppress violence and
ignorance, and to bring unlearned people to a knowledge of law.”

A. D. 141.

Lxxv. Ruanan, son of Colba, a great poet, died this year, according
to Tigernach. We have not yet discovered where his works are deposited.
Probably they may be in the library of Trinity College, but for the dis-
covery of the Irish MSS. in that library, their present catalogue is of but
little use.
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" A.D. 118

Lxxvi. The Four Masters record the death of Ciarax of Bealach-dun,

this year. He wrote a life of St. Patrick, in Irish, but it has not come
into our hands.

A. D. 800.

Lxxvil. ANeus Céile Dé flourished in the latter end of the eighth cen-
tury, and died early in the ninth. He wrote a Felire, or Hierology, in
Irish verse, giving an account of the festivals observed in the church in
his time. The reimsceul, or preliminary discourse, prefixed to this per-
formance, gives the pedigree of the author, through several generations,
by which it appears he was descended from Caelbach, king of Ulster,
who defeated and killed Muireadhach Tireach, monarch of Ireland, at
the battle of Port Righ, and succeeded him on the throne. The Reim-
sceul gives the time and place in which the author wrote this poem. It
commences “ Cetdpdd conddgdp do cdat eldbam .. loce dcdy dimpen, dcdy
penrd, acdy Tucdre yepibmod.  Loce émn don elasdmyt cecamuy Cal beitd, amng
pechet icpié .h. pdlge, dcay inare 1 tdmlatodin mdEANdS d1m ;5 no m 1 1 cludin
eonet « tmdfcetal dedy « Cul bemig « ropbad, deday wm art 1 cdimlattdin.—
fenguy wuppo mac, Jc,” “ There are four co-necessaries in every learned
treatise, i. e. place, time, person, and cause of writing. Therefore, the
place of this piece was first Ciil Banaghar, in the plain of Rechet, in the
country of I Failge, or O’Faly, and its revisal in Tamhlacht; (now
Tallagh near Dublin) or else in Cluain Eidhnach it was begun, and in
Ciil Banagher it was finished, and revised in Tallacht.— Zngus, moreover,
was son of Oiblein, son of Fidrai, son of Dermod, son of Ainmirech, son of
Cellair, son of Aenluaigh, son of Caelbaidh, son of Cruinba-draoi, son of
Eochaidh Coba, son of Lughdhach, son of Fiacha Airidh, from whom are
the Dal-Araidhe named. It is, moreover, the time of its writing the time
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of Conor, son of Aodh Oirdnighe, son of Niall frasaigh, for it was he who
took the government of Ireland after Donogh, son of Donall of Meath,
king of Meath ; for Angus, in the preface to the Felire, mentions the death
of Donogh.”

. The Felire is written in that kind of verse called by the Irish poets
rinn aird, in which every verse ends with a word of two syllables, contains
six syllables in the verse, and the entire rann twenty-four. It begins

“ Re 1l ddlat bafnes
Taided m i pemam,
lv;b FO pecT ngd ndndil,
Criyt b Caleii €naip.”

Literal translation :
% {n the congregation of the seed of man,
‘Went the king before us,
Submitted to the noble law
Christ, on the Calends of January.”

Aengus also wrete the Psalter na rann, which is an abridged history
of the descendants of Abreham, from the birth of Isaac, until after the
death of Moses.

A copy of the Felire, benutifully written on vellum, is in the collection
of the Assistant Secretary. From its orthography, and other internal
marks of antiquity, it may be concluded that this MS. was written at least
as early as the eleventh century, and is, perhaps, the oldest copy of
that work now in existence. There is an entire copy-in the Leabhar breac
mac Aedhagain, or Speckled Book of Mac Egan, in the library of the
Royal Irish Academy, and an nmperfect cepy on vellam in the vame
library.

The Pmlter na Rann is preserved in a large MS. the property of
Sir William Betham. It is written in a fine strong hand, and occapies
upwards of six folio pages, elosely writien on the largest size vellum.

]
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A. D. 850.

Lxxviil. About this time flourished Finain, sonof Frany dalfa Dubk-
dartaigh. He was author of a hymn, consisting of two hundred and
eighty verses, in praise of the Hely Trinity, hegianing «“ 2 mo comow
nell,” < Oh my exalted Divinity.”

Copy in the library of Trinity Cellege, Dublin, cless H. §4. page 36,
and in the collection of the Assistant Searetary.

A. D. 876.

Lxxix. At this time flourished Foruapu na Canni, poet to Aodh Finn-
liaith, monarch of Ireland, who died on the 16th of the calends of De-
cember, A. D. 876, aecording to this poet, or 879, according to O’Fla-
herty’s computation from the Annals of Tigernach. We have met with
but two poems of this author’s writing, one of which is an ode addressed
to Aodh finnliaith, on his coronation, and the other is on his death.
The first consists of two hundred and forty verses, beginning < Cepc cet
5 co péill, « Right of every king lawfully.” In this ode the poet says,
“ rights are lawfully due to the descendants of Niall, except from the
abbat of Ardmagh, the king of Cashel, and the king of Tareh.” .He
gives instructions to his prince for his general conduct, as a private man
and as a king. He advises him to make no peace with his enemies without
receiving hostages; to honour the ministers of religion; to treat his
chieftains with kindness and respect; to curb villany and licentiousness
by the rigor of the law; to do justice to every man, &c.

The second poem consists of only twelve verses, in which the author
records the death of his king, and mentions in the first rann the number
of years that elapsed from the creation of the world to that time; in the
second rann he gives the number of years that had expired since the -
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birth of Christ; and, in the last rann, mentious the particular day on
which the king died.

Copies of these poems are preserved in two ancient vellum manu-
scripts, in the library of William Monck Mason, Esq. and in the collec-
'tlon of the Assistant Secretnry .

Lxxx. At this period also ﬂounshed FLANNAGAN, son of Ceallach. He
was author of a poem, consisting of twenty-four -verses, on the death of
Aodh finnliaith, monarch of Ireland, in which he praises the piety,
generosity, magnanimity, &c. of that hero.

Copies in the library of William Monck Mason, Esq. and in the col-
lection of the Assistant Secretary.

A. D. 880.

1xxxl. Laitneoe Laidheach (the Poetic) flourished at this.time. She
was the daughter of Laignechan, of the race of Conall Gulban, and
mother of Flann mac Lonain, who held the office of Chief Poet of Ireland, -
from the commencement of the reign of Flann Sionna, A. D. 879, until
his death, which happened in the year 891,according to the Four Masters,
or 896, according to the Annals of Inisfallen. The poem beginning
s Dematc opt d Flaiii diwne,” ¢ Blessing on thee, Oh Flann of Aidne,”
addressed to Flann mac Lonan, is said to be the work of this poetess.

A. D. 884.

Lxxxti. The Four Masters, in their annals under the year 884, record
the death of MaoLMura of Fathan, in these words, ¢ (dolmupd an pite
Focte piop-eolac, yrapaibe gnpnd an bcpla Scérzegba décc,” < Maolmura,
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a well-taught skilful poet, and intelligent historian, died.” This author
is sometimes called Maolmuire Othna. He wrote some historical poems
that still survive. One of these is quoted by O’Flaherty, in Ogygia,
part 3d, chap. 72. It consists of two hundred and forty-eight verses, and
begins ¢ Candam bunivday nd nGdewdnl,” ¢ Let us sing the origin of the Gade-
lians.”  In this poem the author derives the origin of the Milesians from
Japhet, son of Noah, and gives an account of the peregrinations of their
ancestors, from the dispersion at Babel to their arrival in Ireland.

A very fine copy of this'poem is in the collection of the Assistant Se~
cretary.

. 2d, A poem of two bundred and sixty-eight verses, beginning

¢ Tpat oy Tatab Tuatdl cétoinap,,
Cetpd dp Thle;
Leoinan dpt nepT, nddyt nemne,
Facam grle”

“ Lord over Lords, Tuathal legal, .
. A flowing ocean ;
A lion in strength, a wily serpent,
A wounding warrior.”

This poem is. preserved in the Book of Invasions, by the O’Clerys, imn
possession of the Assistant Secretary. It gives ah account of the great
actions of Tuathal Teachtmhur (legitimate), monarch of Ireland, from
A.D. 130, to A. D. 160. It recites the battles fought by that prince
against Eochaidh, king of Leinster, who was his son-in-law ; and against
the Athach Tuatha, or Plebeians (improperly called Attacots, by some
writers on Irish Antiquities) who had risen im arms against their legal
sovereigns, but who were completely subdued by Tuathal. In this poem.
the poet endeavours, by a recital of the glorious deeds of this prince, to
stimulate Flann Sionna, his own sovereign, to imitate so illustrious an
example.
3d, A poem of seventy-six verses, beginping

“ Flai pop emn I T Togawi,
Tuatal Tebtman
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Do 90é poplptais popba wndip,
Fo neapc Forll.,”

¢« Flann reigus over Erin in the chosen house
Of Tuathal the legitimate,
To whom belonged not excessive centribution of a noble hero,
With mighty valour.”

In this poem Maolmura gives a catalegue of the momarchs of Ireland,
from Tuathal Teachtmhar to Flan Sionna.

In the Book of Lecan, and in an ancient MS. in possession of the
Assistant Secretary, these two latter poems are blended together, 80 as
to make but one entire piece, which begins with the rann here glven, as
the commencement of the third poem; and the rann that we give as
beginning the second poem, and the two ranns immediately following
it, and some others, are omitted. There are also some variations in the
_readings, and two or three ranns are'added that do not appear in either
of ‘these poems; one of which states, that six hundred and fifty years
had elapsed between the death of Tuathal and the commencement of
the reign of Flann ; whlch must be an error, as Tuathal died, aceording
~ to the Four Masters, A. D. 108, or as O'Flaherty asserts, perhaps with
more truth, A.D. 160, and Flann Sionna began to reign A. D. 879 ; so
that instead of six hundred apd fifty years having elapsed, aceording to
‘the Book of Lecan, seven hundred and nineteeun years at least must have
expired.

The death of Maolmura is related in the Book of Invasions in these
words, “ Daelmrpde dn pile popccie ppecldd, fudndite edpznd dn bepla
Scarcecctu, b0 écc W occinad blraam d0 plait Flomee tyioha. 884.” “ Maol-
mura the skilful, a truly learned poet, an intelligent histerian in the
Scottish language, died in the eighth year of the reign of Flann Sionna,
m”

A. D. 891

Lxxxiil, Cotemporary with Maolmura Qthna was FLaNN MAc Lonax, a
native of Conaght, and chief poet of Ireland, in the early part of the
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reign of Flann Sionna, whose government began A.D, 879. The Annalsof
Inisfallen place the death of Flann mac Lonan under the year 896, < Flas
mdc Lonam and oltam Haowil so apbas do b Ccupbprrde .1. 0 hrb potd ag loé
da &aoé d nOew1b uman,” < Flann, son of Lonan, chief poet of the Gathe-
lians, was killed by the descendants of Curbruidhe, i. e. of the Hy Fotha,
at Lough-da-chaoch, in the Desies of Munster.” The Four Masters, by some
strange mistake, record the death of this poet twice in the same words;
first under the year 891, and again A. D. 918. ¢ flaii mac Lonam, Uit
il Scora, ppiinfile Hdorseal xle, pile dy dedé bar 1 /€T md Timp1pt S0 mapbas
la macrb Cenppbyde (b0 %b potdis 1acren) M novne Taise hc loé oa éded 1
nOeirib Muinan,” < Flann, son of Lonan, Virgil of the race of Scota, chief
Ollamh of all the Gaedhals, the best poet that was in Ireland in his time,
was murdered by the sons of Currbuidhe (they were of the Hy Fotha) in
Dun-Taidhe, at Lough-da-chaoch in the Desies of Munster.”

From. the character given of Flann, it is to be presumed that his works
were numerous, or at least remarkable for superior style and sweetness
of number ; but the few poems of his writing that have come under the
observation of the writer of this account of Irish authors, are not pos-
sessed of any extraordinary beauties.

Copies of three poems written by Flann, are to be found in'the account
of the spreading branches of Heber, son of Milesius, in the Leabhar
Muimhneach, or Munster Book, in possession of the .Assistant Secretary
of this Society.

1st, A poem of elghty-elght verses, beginning ¢ lopcn tota °‘-"ﬂ6
seipc,” “ Lorcan of Lough Deirg dheirc.” Upon the defeat of Flann
Sionna, by Lorcan, king of Munster, and grandfather of Brian Boroimhe.

2d, A poem of forty-eight verses, beginning ¢ lo,w«n léin Tdp pip Fosta,”
« Lorcan, wise beyond the men of Fodhla, (/reland).” 1In pralse of the
actions of Lorcan, king of Munster. '

3d, A poem of forty verses, beginning “ Cedii-Copnd® din na ttgly,”
~ « Ceann-Coradh, inclosure of harvest stores.”” Upon the fortress of
Ceann-Coradh in the days of Cinneide, son of Lorcan, and father of Brian
Boroimhe, king of Munster and monarch of Ireland.

To these are added the following :

: ' k



k

+dth, A ‘poem'of two'hundred and thirly-two verses, begmmng « Conall
‘CEhg® clowe N&ll,” « Conall, hero of the race of Niall,” by some
persons attributed to this author; by others.to Flann, of the monastery. of
Bute; and by ethers again, with more probability,-to Giella Brighide
‘Mac Coinmhide. See under the year 1350.

- 6th, The poem, begimniag ¢ Congdl ciz Magdix warc j,” in praise of
‘€ongal, who was monarch of Ireland seven:years, from:the year 704, is

-also attributed to this writer.

A.-D.-968.

-2xxk1v.' Cormac Mac CriLLioxan, king of Munster, and .archbishop
of Cashel,” was killed this year, in the battle of Bealach Mughma, fought
by him against Rlann Sioonna, the monarch. of Ireland, Cearbhall,: king
- -of Leinster, and Cathal, son:of Conar, king of Conaght. He wrote
many 4racts, both prose and verse, some of which have come dowa to
our times, and others were extant in ithe days of our fathers; the most
remarkable of those now extant are the following :—

1. A glossary, explaining the difficult words in his native language.

This glossary- is, by some antiquarians, supposed . to be written by

- Cormac mac Art, monarch of Ireland, in the middle of the third ceatury
after our Lord Jesus Christ; but the number of words in this tract,
- explained by, or derived from, the Latin, Greek, and Hebrew languages,
_ -are presumptive proofs that the work could not- have been written by
the last-mentioned author,. unless we admit, that learning had arrived to
a much higher pitch in Ireland at this early period, than some persons

- are willing to allow.

2. The Psalter of Cashel. This was a collection of lnsh Records, in
prose and verse, transcribed from more ancient documents, such as the
Psalter of Tarah, &c. It contained also many original pieces, some of
‘them written by Cormac himself. This book was extant in Limerick, in
the year 1712, as appears by a large folio MS. in the Irish language, pre-
served in the library of Cashel, written in Limerick in that year, and
partly transcribed from the original Psalter of Cashel. The writer of this
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account was indulged with a perusal of the Cashel MS. by his Grace the
present Archbishop. The original Psalter of Cashel was long supposed
to be lost, but it is now said to be deposited in the British Museum.
Several poems ascribed to Cormac Mac Cuillionan are preserved in
the libraries of Trinity College, and of William Monck Mason, Esq.
and in the collection of the Assistant Secretary. Some of these poems
are historical, and some are on religious subjects. Ome of them contains
his will. We forbear giving a particular account of each poem, as they
are not illustrative of the history or antiquities of our country. '

Lxxxv. At the same time with Cormac Mac Cuillionan, lived SeALB-
HAcH, the Secretary of that prince. He wrote a poem, reciting the names
of the Saints of Ireland, and distinguishing the tribes to which each Saint
belonged. It begins ¢ Ndoin yeancdy ndon ye fail,” « The sacred pedi-
gree of the Saints of Ireland.” _
~ This poem is by some writers ascribed to Cormac, but is more gene-
rally attributed to Seaibhach. , ,

Copies of it are in the library of Trinity College, Dublin; in the
collections of William Monck Mason, Esq. and in that of the Assistant
Secretary to this Society.

A. D. 941.

Lxxxvi. CorBMacaN Eiceas flourished in the time that Donogh, son
of Flann Sionna, governed Ireland, and Muirceartach, son of Niall glun-
dubh (black-kneed) ruled the province of Ulster. He was chief poet .of
- Ulster, the friend and counsellor of Muirceartach, and ‘his companion in
all his expeditions against the Danes, who then tyrannized over Ireland.
The Book of Invasions, by the O’Clerys, relates that Muirceartach,
after triumphing over the Danes.in his own province, and at Dublin in
conjunction with the monarch, made a selection of his best troops, and
" with them made a-circuit of Ireland, in which the kings of the .other
provinces, and the chiefs of districts, paid him tribute, and .delivered
him hostages. Upon his return to ‘Oileach, ’his own ;people-of - Cineal
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Eoghan advised him to goto Tarah, and demand hostages from Donogh,
the monarch. This he not only refused, but sent the hostages that were
given to him in his circuit, to Donogh, as the supreme governor of the
entire kingdom. The monarch, highly gratified by this proof of loyalty in
Muirceartach, returned the hostages to him, as the most proper person to
keep what had been delivered into his hands. To commemorate this
circuit, and the mighty deeds of his prince, Corbmacan wrote his poem
of two hundred and fifty-six verses, beginning A fpéedpcaipy meic
Néll ndin, po gabdy gullu Wye fail,” “ Oh Muirceartach, son of worthy
Niall, thou who hast received hostages from Falia’s Isle.”

Tn this poem the poet extols the noble actions of his king, and declares
him superior to Cuchullin, Fergus mac Roigh, Curaoi mac Daire, and
other heroes of antiquity. From the extraordinary merit of this poem,
we cannot but regret that more of this author’s works have not come
into our hands.

A copy of this poem is preserved in the O’Clerys’ Book of Conquests,

and in the pedigree of the once royal family of O'Neill, in the hands of
the Assistant Secretary.

A. D. 958.

Lxxxvil. FiNnNsNeacHTA O’CuiLy, chief poet of Munster, died this year,
according to the Annals of the Four Masters. Of the number and nature
of his works, or where they are now to be found, we can at present say
nothing. Perhaps some of them may be in the library of Trinity Col-

lege, amongst the great heap of Irish manuscripts that are not described
in the catalogue. '

A. D. 915.

Lxxxvii. CiNaAeTH O’HarTiGAN, a famous Irish poet, died this year.
Tigernach, the Annalist, relates his death in these words: ¢ Cuaet
A hapcaccam puin &Eccey léite Chyii momzup,” * Cinaeth O’Hartagan,
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chief of the learned of Leath Chuinn, (Conn’s half, or Northern division
of Ireland) dies.”

Some entire poems, the works of this author, have come down to our
times, and many quotations from others are preserved in ancient MSS,
of great celebrity. His poem of one hundred and eight verses, begin-
ning “ Ooidn, outam dalamse,”  World, transitory beautiful,” gives a
description of the beauty of the hill, and splendour of the palace of
Tarah, in the days of Cormac mac Art, otherwise called Cormac ulfuda,
(long-beard), and although only seven hundred and twenty-one years
had elapsed, from the ascension of Cormac, A. D). 254, until the death
of Cinnaeth, A. D. 975, it appears, that.in his days the palace no
longer existed, and the hill had become a desert, overgrown with grass
and weeds. This gave occasion for the moral reﬂection with which the
author commences his work.

This poem is preserved in the O’Clerys’ Book of Invasions.

2. A poem of ninety-six verses, beginning  Sund d’eiy10 dod minedanmdn,”
¢ Here of the Easa’s if we explain.” This gives the popular account of
the origin of the name of Rath Easa, in Meath.

3. A poem of seventy-six verses, beginning ¢ 2caill pop qice Tedinaip,”
¢ Acaill, near to Tarah,” upon the origin of the name of Dumha Earc,
near Tarah, in Meath.

4. A poem of fifty-two verses, beginning « 2n ym « b,w-g e ?lnous,
“ There is the palace of the son of Anoig.” This poem gives the origin
of the names of the palace of the son of Anoig, Inbher Colpa, &c.

5. A poem of seventy-two verses, beginning “ O« bein mdw1 dond mnaib,”
“ If bloom be given to women,” upon several remarkable women of
.anliquity, and places called after them.

. These poems are all inserted in the Dinn Seanchas; a perfect copy of
which is in the possession of Sir William Betham, and an imperfect copy
in the Book of Leacan, and apother in possession of the Assistant Se-
cretary.

6. A poem, beginning ¢ Oo 118 Olioll 1ym callis,” ¢ Olioll fell in the
wood.” This poem gives the names of places where several of the Irish
kings and heroes died. A copy of it is preserved in a vellum MS. belong-
ing to William Monck Mason, Esq. written in the 'year 1487, and another
copy isin the collection of the Assistant Secretary,
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A. D. 980.

Lxxxix. Mac GioLra Caroimu, a poet, flourished in the time of Brian
Boroimhe and of Cian, son of Maolmhuaidh, chief of the Eugenians of
Cashel, king of south Munster, and son-in-law of Brian. This poet
lived for some years after the battle of Clontarf, fought on Good Friday,
in the year 1014. We have met with but two poewms ascribed to this
author.

Ist. A poem of forty-four verses, beginning “Udtinap an orsce anocc,”
“ Dreadful the night, this night.” It is the lamentation of the poet after
Cian, Brian, and his son Morogh.

2d. A poem of one hundred and eight verses, beginning Rt Raiclean
Crxpc iy Cuan,” < Raithlean’s Rath of Corc and Cian,” upon the deserted
state of Rath Raithlean and other Palaces, after the death of Core, Cian
and other Momonian princes.

These poems are preserved in the Pedigrees of the spreading Branches
of the Stock of Heber, in the Munster Book, in possesslon of the As-
sistant Secretary.

A. D. 984.

. xc. Eocaaipn O’FroinN, a celebrated poet and historian, died this
year. He wrote several poems in his niitive language, which ‘are pre-
" served in ancient MSS. of great respectability, particularly the Books of
Glendaloch, Ballimote, and Leacan, the Dinn Seanchas, Book of Invi-
sions, Keating’s History of Ireland, &c. &c. &c.
The following are the most remarkable and best known of this author’s
works: _
1. A poem of two hundred and twenty-four verses, interlined with a
Gloss, upon the Invasion of Ireland, by Partholan, giving an ‘a¢count-of
the place from which he first set out for Ireland; the places he stoppéd
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at in his passage ; the period at which he arrived in Ireland ; the chief
_persons -that accompanied him in his expedition ; the invasion of the
Fomorians ; the number of their ships and people; and the’battle of
:Magh Ith, fought between them and Partholan’s people. This. poem
hegms s papcolan, Candy Tamee,” Partholan, from whence came he.””
It is .inserted in the‘O_’Clgrys Book of Invasions, in possesqlon of the
Assistant Secretary.

-2. A poem, interlined with a gloss, one hundred and four _verses, on

‘the colonization of Ireland,. first by, Ceassar, and again by Partholan,
giving an account of . the,times in which both these colonies amved m
-Ireland, the number and names of loughs and rivers dlscovered in Irel&qd
‘in the time of :Partholan, and .the death of, the entlre colony. This
paem begins A ¢coema clg. Cundo coemfemz,” « Oh ye learned of the
‘plain of mild and generous Coun.” It isto be found in phe O’Clerys
‘Book of Invasions already mentioped in Merent places of this ac-
count.

3. A poem of twenty-eight verses, upon the division of lrelqnd
"betweeen the -four sons of Partholan, marking the places where the
- boundaries of each met.

This poem begins « Ceatpap maé ba gubod, glop,” “ Four sons, who
were fierce, clamorous.” - It may be found in the first volume of . Doctor-
-ﬁ:&atings History of Ireland, published by Barlow, in its original lan-
guage, with a literal translation by the late Mr. William Hallday,

’ "young gentleman of extraordinary talent, whose early death is an irre--
" parable loss to Irish literature.
4. A poem of sixty-eight verses, giving the names of the Druids,
_Artists, &c. that accompanied Partholan to Ireland.
This poem begms % Ro bo mart dn Tk moys,” “ Good were the great
family.” It isin the collection of the Assistant Secretary.
6. A poem of fifty-six verses upon the destruction of Conaing’s tower,,
and the battles fought between the Fomorians and Nemethians.

" This poem begms « Togal THp Conumg co nsml ? ¢ Destruction of the
tower of Conaing by valour.” It is mserted in the O’Clerys Book of
Invasions.. ‘
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6. A poem of one hundred and ninety-six verses, interlined with a gloss.
In this poem Eochaidh mentions the creation of Adam, and the time that
elapsed from that era to the time that Ceassar is said to have landed
in Ireland; the number of years that expired between the universal deluge
and the colonization of Ireland by Partholan; and'the interval between
the destruction of the Partholanian colony, by the plague, and the arrival
of Nemeth. He then gives an account of the Nemethian colony, of their
coming from Scythia, and their passage to Ireland; and recounts the
number of their ships, and the names of their leaders. The transactions
of the Nemethians after their landing in Ireland are then related ; such as
the clearing of several plains, by cutting down the timber with which the
country was overgrown ; the discovery of lakes and rivers; the hardships
and oppression they suffered from the Fomorians ; the battles they fought
with them, and the destruction of Conaing’s tower; the return of part
of the colony to Greece, and the emigration of another part into Britain,
under Britan, the bald, from whom that country is said to derive its
name. . ' ‘

This poem begins ¢ €ipe oll opomz Gaowil,” ¢ Erin grand, where rule
the Gaels.” It is preserved in the Book of Invasions, by the O’Clerys,
and in other MSS. in possession of the Assistant Secretary.

7. A poem, with an interlined gloss, beginning ¢ h€pe co nudill co nos-
nab,” « Eire, by excellence and force of arms.” A copy of this poem,
containing seventy-two verses, without a gloss, is in the Book of Invasions,
inserted in the Book of Leacan, fol. 11, column 3. There is another
copy in the O’Clerys’ Book of Invasions, accompanied by a gloss inter-
lined, but in this copy there are only sixty verses. )

8. A poem of sixty-eight verses, giving the names of the principal
leaders that came with the sons of Melisius to Ireland, and also the names
of the places where several of them died.

This poem begins « Toirfcch aa lowng{1 ddpn len,” * Chiefs of this fleet
across the sea.” An entire copy of this poem is preserved in the Book of
Leacan, fol. 12, ¢ol. 2, and ascribed to Eochaidh O’Floinn. In the
Book of Invasions, by the O’Clerys, an extract is given from this poem,
which they attribute to Flann of Bute.
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9. A poem of seventy-two verses, with an interlined gloss, upon the
accession of Sobhairce and Cearmna Fionn to the throne of Ireland,.
A. M. 3045, the partition of the island between them, and upon the.
raths or forts erected by them, or that were called after them ; particu--
larly those of Diin_ Sobhairce, now called Carriekfergus,. in the North,
and Din Cearmna, now Kinsale, in the South of Ireland.

This poem begins « Oin Sobaiptce, duan fluag 1i,” ¢ Sobhairce’s Fort,.
shield of a numerous host.” It is preserved in the Book of Invasions:
by the O’Clerys, and in the Book of Leacan, fol. 15, col. 3. . In
the ‘first of these MSS. the text is accompanied by a copious gloss,.
without which it could not be easily understood. In the last-mentioned.-
MS. the text alone is given.

10.. A poem of three hundred and twenty-eight verses,. with an inter--
lined gloss, upon. the Invasion. of Ireland by the- sons of. Golamh, or
Milesius, and. the kings of his race, who governed Ireland from the first
landing of the Milesian colony,. A. M. 2835, to the time- of Aengus,
(Ollmhuchach, or Ollbhuadhach (All-extinguishing, or All-conquering),
in A. M. 3150), The name of each. king is recited, an account given.
of the plains cleared by them, of the lakes that sprung up, and the
rivers that began to flow. in their times, and of the battles in which they:
were engaged. '

A copy of. this poem is given by the O’Clerys in their Book of In--
vasions.. It commences “ €ty oer econa abind,” ¢« Hearken ye:
people of delightful wisdom.” There is another copy in the Book of:
Leacan, fol..14. col. 2. but this copy wants the Gloss,.and contains only
three hundred and twelve verses.

11. A poem of one hundred and eighty-eight verses, with an interlined:
gloss, giving an. account of the building of the- palace of Emania, in-
Ulster, (now Ardmagh) by Cimbaeth, king of that province, A. M. 3596 ;.
the kings that ruled there, from the time of Cimbaeth to the reign.of Conor.
Mac Nessa, cotemporary. with our Lord Jesus Christ, and from the death
of Conor, to the destruction of Emania by the three Colles, immediately.
after the battle of Achadh-leith-dearg, in which they defeated and slew.
Fergus fogha, king of Ulster, A. D.331. It also gives the names of ther
provincial kings of Ulster, who became monarchs of Ireland..

1
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This poem is given by the O’Clerys in their Book of Invasions,
and in the Book of Leacan, fol. 16. col. 1. This last copy has no
Gloss. The poem begins « €dinyn 100ndc abimd,” « Well armed, dehght&
ful Emania.” :

12. A poém of fifty-six verses, giving the names gf the twenty-five
sons of Ugaine Mor, or Hugony the Great, monarch of Ireland; an
account of the partition of the country between them, and the -districts
that fell to the share of each son.

This poem begins * Ugote, udllas, ampa,” ¢ Hugony, learned, illus-
trious.” It is to be found in the Book of Leacan, fol. 16, col. 4, and in
the O’Clerys’ Book of Invasions.

13. A poem of seventy-two verses, which gives the names of the fifteen
kmgﬂthat reigned over the province of Ulster, from the time.of Cim-
baeth to that of ‘Conor, son -of Nessa, and the number of years that

“each king reigned ; spéaks of the building of Emania, and the number
of kings that reigned there from the time of Conor, son of Nessa, to
the destruction of that palace by the three Collas, sons of Eochaidh
Doimhlein, and grandsons of Cairbre Liffeachar, monarch of Ireland.

This poem begins « Cimbdet, cleite noc n €ma,” ¢ Cimbaeth, protector
of the poets of Emania.” It is preserved in the Book of Invasions,"
inserted in the Book of Leacan, fol. 16. col. 3. '

14. A poem of two hundréd and thirty-two verses, on the creation of
the world ; the names and ages of the Patriarchs who lived before the
general deluge ; the building and dimensions:of Noah’s ark ; the deaths
of Noah and his sons; the building of the Tower of Babel ; the confusion
of languages, and the settlement of NiuLL, son of- Fenius farsaidh, in:
Egypt.

This poem begins  2Atapn ca cornpis hine,” ¢ Father of all who
measurest the heavens.” A very ancient copy of this poem is to be found
in a vellum MS. the property of Sir William Betham, and another copy
on vellum, written in the 13th century, is'in the collection of the As-
sistant Secretary.

There is another poem that by some persoris is attributed to this author,
beginning “™ig nd loc w locfd teay,” « King of lakes, this southern
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lake ;” but it is by others, perhaps more properly, ascribed to Flann of
Bute. It is to be found in the Dinn Seanchas.

A. D. 990.

xcr. Tighernach the Annalist, under the year 990, records the death
of Urarp Mac Corsk, in these words, ¢ Upand mac Coire ppuim éccey
Haowil Yécc 1ap mbuas aitmiemoye « ccludin ieic noiy,” “ Urard Mac
Coisi, the first learned of the Gathelians, died, after great penance, in
Cluain-macnois.” He wtote

1. A poem beginning “ (oelyecldii {tireapn Sdmml 7 ¢ Maolseachlainn,
elder of the Gael, or Giithelians.”

2. A poem of eighty-eight verses, upon the death of Sean Fergal
O’Ruairc, king of Conaght, who was killed A. D. 964, by Congalach,
lord of Breagh and Cnoghba in Meath.

This poem begins ¢ Opénae oMlam ey @ m,” “ Sorrowful the poet
after his king.” It is to be found in the collection of the Assistant Se-
cretary.

3. A poem, begmnmg “ Maptdm dxT '« Topdipd feil,” « May you live,
Oh generous lorard,” ik ascribed to this author ; butas it is addressed to"
himself, it is more likely it was written by some of his cotemporaries.

* The Four Masters, under the year 1023, record the death of an Erard
‘Mac Coisi ; but from' the poem on the death of Fergal O’Ruairc, above-
mentioned, written immediately after the fall of that king in 8684, when
the writer must have been a man of full age, ‘it would appear the Erard
of the Four Masters, and the Urard of Tighernach, were two distinct
peisons. The Erard who died in Anno 1023, is said to have been the
Secretary of Maolseachlainn, and was perhaps the author of the poem
beginning “ Muorlyeclarn rirop geoiil,” which we have above given te
the Mac Coisi of whom we are now speaking.
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A. D. 1008.

xci1. The Four Masters, under this year, record the death of CLoTuNa,
son of Angus, chief poet of Ireland in his time. Some poems attributed
to him are in the library of Trinity College.

A. D. 1009.

xcit. MaL SutHaIN O’Carrorr, lord of the Eoganachts of Lough
Lein, one of the people (Monks) of Inisfallen, the most learned of the
western world, died this year, according to the Four Masters. He issaid
to be the first writer of the annals of Inisfallen.

A. D. 1015.

xciv. Mac Liag, Secretary to Brian Boroimhe, monarch of Ireland,
died this year, according to the annals of the Four Masters, who record
his death in these words, * (ac ldacc, 1. Mypteapcat, mac Concedpzdid,
dnd Slidm epednd an Tan yin decc,” « Mac Liag, i. €. Muirkeartagh, son of
Conkeartach, at that time chief doctor (professor) of Ireland, died.” He
was author of the following works:

| leaba,t oy dpdy didld dp cogtarb “5‘1‘ dn tataib Cirond,” < A
book of Chronology and Annalsen the wars and battles of Ireland.” This -
book, notwithstanding its title, is confined to an account ¢f the battles of
Munster, during the time of Brian Boroimhe. A fine copy, written in
1710, by John Mac Solly, a cclebrated scribe, and native of Ti§ callam,
or Stickallen, near Slane, in the county Meath, is in the collection of
the Assistant Secretary.
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2. A Life of Brian Boroimhe. An extract from this work was given
by the late General Valancey, in the first edition of his Irish Grammar.

3. A poem of one hundred and sixty verses, beginning “ Od mac déag
0 &1 0 Chay,” ¢ Twelve sons descended from Cas,” upon the descendants
of Cas, son of Conall Each luath, king of Munster, A. D. 366.

4. A poem of thirty-two verses, beginning ¢ 0@ mac séag Chineng
¢as,” “ Twelve sons of chaste Cinneide,” giving an account of the
twelve sons of Kennedy, father of Brian Boroimhe.

These poems are in the collection of the Assistant Secretary, in the
hand-writing of John Mac Solly, mentioned above.

5. A poem of forty-four verses, beginning ¢ A Chifi-copas carsi b,uan,”
“ Oh Cinn-coradh, where is Brian,” upon Cinn-coradh, the palace of.
Brian Boroimhe. "

_ This beautiful and pathetic poem was written by Mac Liag, after the

death of Brian, in which the author laments the loss of that hero, and
other illustrious chiefs that used to resort to his hospitable mansion. It
is preserved in the library of John Mac Namara, Esq. in a volume of
very valuable poems, collected in the Netherlands in the year 1650, by
Nicholas, alias Fergal O’Gara, a friar of the order of Saint Augustine,
who, after finishing his studies in ‘Spain, returned to Ireland, where he
was highly respected, and in the days of Cromwell left his native land,
with many others, and retired to Lisle. Another copy is in the collection
of the Assistant Secretary.

6. A poem, beginning “ Amdp Tamecc Trom bﬂmm,” “ Westward came
the fall of Brian.”

7. A poem of twenty verses, beginning « Fadd beic gdn aibner,” « Long
to be without delight.” This short poem was written by the author when
be had retired to tire GHall, (the Hebrides) after the death of Brian
Boroimhe ; and in it he bitterly laments his absence from Ceann-coradh,
and his want of the pleasures he was there accustomed to enjoy.

The two last-mentioned poems are in the collection of the Assistant
Secretary, in the hand-writing of John Mac Solly,

. The Four Masters, in recording the death of this writer, give two
" ranns, which they say were the first and the last that were written by

him.
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First Rann :
« Onpclpcdae becec mdc mail cedpdc. bw ac 10ngdipe nd mbo -
Aye dy mopdic naé dy tomldic. Tabd rHeands pmbpdrp 56.”

Last Rann:
« 2 &lnec atd 1.cimd mASAIAT. DO TIy M TECCAIT CAPdITT
Bo done T bo ding ddng. & SIT yemTedn dn ydldn.”

A. D. 1020.

xcv. About this time Donoeu, son of Brian Boroihme, carried on a
diépute,'witli Iorard, or Erard Mac Coise, Secretary to the monarch Maol-
seachloinn, in which Donogh endeavours to shew that his father and the
Munster troops were superior to Maolseachloinn and his followers. A
poem, of one hundred and ninety-two verses, upon this subject, ascribed
to Donogh, has come down to our times, a copy of which is in the col-
lection of the writer of this account. It begins ¢ Fregorn meryi, « mic
Coip1?” ¢ Answer me, Oh Mac Coisi.” ‘ '

A. D. 1023.

xcvi. The Four Masters, under this year record the death of Erarp
Mac Coisi, the chief historian of Freland, in these words, « €paps> Mac
Corre dapdtpomicd na nGdowedl d’écc b Ccluain mac Mow 1g mep; beatd.”’
¢ Erard Mac Coisi, Chief Chronicler of the Gaels, died in Cluain-mac~
Nois, after a good life.”

From the similarity of names between this author and the Urard Mae
Coisi, mentioned under the year 990, and Cluain-mac-Nois being men-
tioned as the place where both died, some antiquarians have suppoved
them to be the same person. But this is improbable, though net impossible.
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Urard Mao Coisi, who, Tighernach says, died in the year 990, .was picet to
Ferghal O’Ruairc, king of Conaght, who was killed A. D. 964. Uvard
should be therefore near one hundred years old, if he lived to the year,
1023, when Erard Mac Coisi ‘died, .according to the Four Masters, and
consequently, wauld be unable to carry on a literary eontest with Donogh,-
son of Brian Boroimhe, which we are assured Erard Mac Coisi, Secretary,
to Maolseachlninn, did. These circumstances considered, it may be fair
to conclude that théy were tto distinct persons, .and that Erard who,died
in 1023, was the real author of the poer begioning ¢ (Duarlyeatiaii rifiyedp
paoivedl,” attributed to Urard Mac Coise, who died A. D. 990.
Sce A. D. 990.

A. D, 1024.

cxvil. CuaN O’Locuain, the most learned and celebrated antiquarian
and historian of Ireland, in his.time, was killed in Teathbha this year,
according to the concurrent testimonies of the annals of Tighernach, Inis-
fallen, and the Four Masters. His talents and his virtues were so highly
appreciated by his countrymen, that he was made joint regent of Ireland
with Corcran Cleireach, (a clergyman) after the death of Mqo}dﬁqathgi‘pn.
He was author of the following much esteemed pieces: L .

1. A poem of one hundred and eighty-eight verses, beginning ¢ Teq,
maip copa na Trulae,” « Tarah, choice of hills,” upon the spleador of
the royal palace of Tarah, in the time of Cormac :Mag¢ Art, monarch of
Ireland, A. D. 250.

A copy of this poem is given in the Book of Invasions, by the O’Clerys,
and other copies are in the Dinn Seanchas, in an old vellum MS. be-
longing to Sir William Betham, and in the Book of Leacan.

2. A poem of one hundred and forty-eight verses, beginning “ g
din 1dddy dn TedS, iy me dn TO leotam laweat,” « Oh praiseworthy man,
who closest the house, T am the poetic O’Lochan,” upon the reyal rights
and privileges of the monarch and-provincial kings of Ireland. '
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Copies of this poem are preserved in the Book of Leacan, in an ancient:
vellum MS. the property of Sir William Betham, and in the collection.
of the Assistant Secretary.

8. A poem of fifty-six verses, beginning ‘ Sdep ami Sinod {aiZ5 udim,”
“ Noble name of Shanon, hear from me,” upon the origin of the name-
of the river Shanen.

This poem is to be found in the copies of the Dinn Seanchas, in the-
Book of Leacan, fol. 188, col. 2, in Sir William. Betham’s large vellum,
MS. and in the Assistant Secretary’s collection.

A. D. 1030.

xcvhlr. CuMara, son of Mac Liag, chief poet of Ireland, died this
year. We are not able to say where any of his works are now to be

found..

A. D. 1041.

xcix. Tighernach, the annalist, records the death of the son of Alxm-
HIRE, a judge, this year, in these words: ¢ Mdc 2Ammine Apsbpercion Aps-
amdéd, dcdy Trle eolay €qion dgcc,” ¢ The son of Ainmbhire, chief judge
of Ardmagh, and flood of knowledge, or science, of Ireland, died.”

We cannot, at present, point out where any of this author’s works are

to be found.

A. D. 1048.

€. Cennraorapn O’CuiLr, -ollamh (professor). of Munster, died this
year. He wrote a poem of one hundred and sixty verses, beginning
« Teat yuan na hopépa o napd tiap,” < House of rest, of sorrow in the west,”
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‘on the death of Eogan (Owen) grand nephew of Brian Boroimhe, who
was killed in a battle fought in Ossory, in the year 1027. '
Copy in the library of John Mac Namara, Esq.

A. D. 1050.

c1. CoLeMAN O’SEasnaN flourished about this time. He was author of,
Ist. a poem of three hundred and twenty-eight verses, beginning “ Cland
ollanan rdwfle €ainna,” ¢ Children of poets, the nobles of Emania,” on the
palace of Emania, and the Christian kings and nobles of Ulster. 2d. A
poem, beginning ¢ €amnxn alams dptuy Ulas,” ¢ Beautiful Emania, mansion
of Ulster,” gives an account of thirty-four Ulster kings that reigned in
Emania, from the time of its foundation by Cimbaeth to the time of its
final destruction. Copiesin the Book of Ballimote in the library of the
Royal Irish Academy. )

A. D. 1056.

‘ cir. FLanw MaiNisTrEACH, or Flann, Abhot of the monastery of Bute,
died in the month of December this year. He was author of several
poems, of which the following are the most remarkable :

1. A poem of one hundred and sixty verses, beginning « €T, d.
eoled cen an,” “ Attend, oh ye learned without reproach,” on the deaths
of the most remarkable of the Tuatha-de-dannans, and the places where
they died. ,

This poem is preserved in the Book of Leacan, fol. 28, col. 1. and in
the Book of Invasions by the O’Clerys.

2. A poem of one hundred and forty-eight verses, with an interlined
gloss, beginning ¢ Ri Teampa o1 tefbands Tnu,” “ Kings of Tarah, who
were active in life,” gives the names of the monarchs of Ireland from

m
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Eochaidh Feilioch, who began to reign A. M. 3922, to the death of Da-
thy, at the foot of the Alps, A. D. 428, and also an account of their deaths.

Copies of this poem are to be found in the Book of Leacan, fol. 24,
col. 4, and in the O’Clerys’ Book of Invasions. The Leacan copy has no
gloss.

3. A poem of two hundred and eight verses, beginning ¢ Rig Tedin-
nd taobdide 1 p Team,” « Kings of Tara afterwards joined,” giving an ac-
count of the names and deaths of the Christian Monarchs of Ireland,
from Laogaire, whose reign began A. D. 429, to the death of Maol-
seachlainn the 2d, A. D. 1022,

Copies of this poemare preserved in the Book of Leacan, fol. 25,
col. 1, and the O’Clerys’ Book of Invasions.

4. A poem of one hundred and thirty verses, beginning “ (Mxiic(p
PdzTpdice nd ppaiccean,”  Family of Patrick of the prayers,” gives
an account of Saint Patrick’s household, and the names of the persons
who filled different offices under him.

A copy of this poem is in the collection of the Assistant Secretary, in
the hand-writing of John Mac Solly.

5. A poem of one thousand two hundred and twenty verses, beginning
“ Reisiz Oain 4 Ohe d0 min,” « Prepare for me, oh God of Heaven,”
on the emperors, kings, and other sovereigns of the Assyrians, Persians,
Grecians, Romans, &c. from the days of Ninus, to the time of the emperor
Theodosius.

Copies of this poem are preserved in the Book of Leacan, fol. 20,
col. 2.; in Sir William Betham’s large vellum MS. and in the collection
of the Assistant Secretary.

6. A poem of seventy-two verses, beginning ¢ Aza yund yentur nad
rudill,” « Here is a history not mean,” on the taxes or tributes payable
to the princes of Tirconnell, and the subsidies paid by them to their
subordinate chiefs.

An ancient copy of this poem is in the collection of John M‘Namara,
of Sandymount, Esq. and another in that of the Assistant Secretary.

7. A poem of seventy-two verses, beginning « 2 Urbdin dTd din d0
lap,” “ Oh book, there is on thy page,” on the rights and privileges
of the kings of Oiligh and Cineal Conaill, the O’Neills and O’Donells.
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Copies of this poem are in the collections of the Rev. Doctor O’Brien,
professor of Irish in the Royal College of Maynooth ; John M‘Namara,
of Sandymount, Esq. and the Assistant Secretary of this Society.

8 A poem of two hundred and thirty-two verses, beginning * Condll
crngis cloinde Neill,” ¢ Conall, hero of the race of Niall,” in praise of
Conall Gulban, son of Niall of the nine hostages, who conquered a
settlement in Ulster for himself and three of his brothers, Owen, Cairbre,
and Eanna., From this hero, the district called Tir-Conel, or Conall’s
country, is named, which anciently comprehended the present counties
of Donegall and Londonderry. The bounds of Tirconnel are set out in
the poem, and fifty battles fought by Conall in different parts of lreland,
are enumerated. This poem is by some writers attributed to Flann
Mac Lonain. S

Another poem on the same subject, and beginning with the same
words, written by Giolla Brighide Mac Coinmhidhe, appears in the
account of that author’s works, under the year 1350. ,

A fine copy of this poem is in the manuscript collection of the Rev.
Doctor O’Brien, Irish professor in the Royal College of Maynooth.

9. A poem of one hundred and twenty-four verses, beginning A
eolea Conaill teolar,” ¢ Oh ye learned of musical Conall,” on Dalach,
Chief of Tirconall, from whose grandson Donald, the noble family of
O’Donell derive their name, as they are also called Clann Dalaigh, orsons
of Dalach, from himself. From this poem it appears that Dalach was the
youngest of the five sons of Muircheartach, prince of Tirconell, the tenth
in descent from Conall Gulban, son of Niall, of the nine hostages. It
"is shown that Dalach was a man of great wealth, and purchased the
chiefry of his tribe from his elder brothers.

Copies of this poem are in the manuscript collections of the Rer.
Doctor O’Brien, and of the Assistant Secretary.

10. A poem of forty-eight verses, beginning ¢ Cdinppe, €occhan, €ndva
ewn,” ¢ Cairbre, Owen, active Enna,” on the territories or portions of
land possessed by four of the sons of Conall Gulban, son of Niall of the
nine hostages. The boundaries of each son’s land is set out, and the
names of their several districts given. This poem is also attributed to
Giolla Brighde Mac Coinmhidhe. ’



1xxviil

Copies in possession of the Rev Doctor O’Brien, and of the Assistant
Secretary.

11. A poem of one hundred and eighty verses, beginning ¢« €7d, valcd
Caipppe cpud,” ¢ Enna, ward of valiant Cairbre,” on the descendants
of Fergus, and Earc, the daughter of Loarn, king of Scotland. This is
by some ascribed to Loughlin, son of Teige og O’Daly.

Copies in the collections of Doctor O’Brien, and of the Assistant Se-
cretary.

12, A poem of elghty-elght verses, beginning « €y pe Conall calma,”
‘¢ Attend ye to valorous Conall,” on the dispute between Owen, ancestor
of the O’Neills, and Conall, founder of the O’Donell family.

Copies of this poem are in the collections of Doctor O’Brien and the
Assistant Secretary. . .

13. A poem, beginning “ 2Acd frmwo prilad nd mog,” «“ Here is a cata-
logue of the kings.”

14. A poem of fifty-six verses, beginning « tin gac obam rgmobar, dn
manac 10felmuf,” “ Betwecn every work that the monk Joceline writes.”
This poem is on the famlly of the O’Donells, whose great ancestor Conall,
as Joceline tells us, in.the 138th chapter of his Life of 8t. Patrick, re-
ceived a particular blessing from our Apostle.

Copy in the manuscript collection of the Rev.:Doctor O’Brien, and in
that of the Assistant Secretary.

Some of these last-mentioned poems are, by some writers, ascribed to
~ Giolla Brighide Mac Coinmhidhe, and, by others, to Fergal Mac an
Bhaird, who lived long after the time of Flann.

See Mac Commhndhe, under the year 13560.

A. D. 1064.

cit. The Blind O’Lonan, chief poet and historian of Munster, died:
this year, according to the Annals of the Four Masters. ‘We are not,
at present, able to say where any of his works'are to be found. e
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A. D. 1065.

c1v. DusnpaLertae (Dudley), Archblshop of Ardmagh, died this year.
He was a man in so high estimation, that in the year 988 he was ap-
pointed successor to St. Patrick and St. Columb Kille, by the general
consent of the people of Ireland and Scotland. In the ycar 1050, he
made a circuit of Cineal Conaill, and obtained three hundred cows from
the people of that country. He wrote Annals of Ireland, to his own time,
which are quoted in the Ulster Annals, under the years 962 and 1021
and by the Four Masters, under the year 978.

cv. At this period flourished Donnchuach O’Fuathghaile, a Cleric,
who wrote a poem giving an account of the children of Adam and Eve,
of Noah and his sons, and of the tribes or nations sprung from each.
The poem consists of three hundred and ninety-two verses, beginning
“ Reisig dam ¢ Oe 80 mm,”  Prepare for me, oh God of Heaven.” '

Copy in the Books of Leacan and Ballimote, and in the collection of
the Assistant Secretary.

A. D. 1061.

cvi. Tigemach, in his Annals under this year, records the death of
Moroca O’CaIrTHE, a writer of Conaglrt, in these words, « (opchd rd
Canctr apd Opaer agdy dand ollain Cofiaét do batus « loé calpdm,” « Morogh
O'Cairthe, Arch Druid, and Chief Professor of Conaght, was drowned in
Lough Calgaidh.” The word Opa in this passage, deservesthe attention
of those who assert that Draidism was the established religion of Ireland,
before the introduction of Christianity. A fact which others deny, and:
which ‘cannot be proved from the use of the word opdi, or spaos, which
means only a Sage, a Wise Man, a Philosopher, a Magician or Sorcerer.
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A. D. 1072.

cvir. GioLLa CaoiMHGHIN, a celebrated poet and historian, died this
year. He was author of the following poems:

1. A poem of one hundred and seventy-two verses, beginning
¢ Hdesal glay o cdw Hdewil,” « Gaodal green, from whom Gathelians
sprung.”

This poem gives the names of the ancestors of the chief line of the
Gaels, from the dispersien at Babel until their arrival in Spain. Copies
of it are to be found in the Books of Ballimote and Leacan, in the library
of the Royal Irish Academy, and in the Book of Invasions, and other
ancient MSS. in possession of the Assistant Secretary. One of these is
collated with some other copies, and the various readings marked in the
margin.

_ 2. A chronalogical poem of six hundred and thirty-two verses, begin-
ning *“ €yuu dipd my nd pg,” ¢ Noble Eire, Island of Kings.”

This poem commences with an account of the first colonization of
Ireland, and gives the names of the monarchs, and the number of years
that each reigned until the coming of Saint Patrick, in the reign of
Laoghaire, A. D. 432. This was one of the principal documents on
which O’Flaherty founded his technical Chronology.

Six copies of this work are in possession of the Assistant Secretary.
One of them is on vellum, transcribed by Adam O’Cianan, a famous
scribe, in the year 1450 ; and another, collated with other copies, and
the various readings noted, with a view to publication. Copies are also
in the Books of Ballimote and Leacan.

8. A poem of one hundred and fifty-two verses, beginning ¢ 2z« rund
Fopba peaya,” <« Here is the finishing of information,” on the Christian
kings of Ireland.

This poem is ascribed to Conaing O Maolconaire, by O’Flaherty, and
others.—See Conaing O’Maolconaire.

4. A poem of one hundred and ninety-two verses, beginning ¢ A eolta
€ipean aypse,” “ O ye learned of illustrious Erin,” gives the names and
number of Milesian monarchs that reigned in Ireland, shewing from
which of the sons of Golamh each king was descended, and which of
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them reigned alone, or were joined with others in the government. It
also gives the names of the kings who ruled in Ireland, of the Fir Bolg
and Tuatha-de-Danan race.

Copies of this poem are in the hands of almost every Irish scholar.
There are six copies in the collection of the Assistant Secretary, some of
them written on vellum, and of great antiquity.

5. A chronological poem of two hundred and twenty verses, beginning
“ Andalas anall xle,” * All the annals down.”

The time of this poem commences with the creation, and is carried
down to the year 1072, when the author wrote. The poet divides his
chronology into different #ras, and gives the names of several memorable
persons who lived in each period.

There isa fine copy of this poem preserved in an ancient vellum MS.
in possession of Sir William Betham, and another old copy in the collec-
tion of the Assistaut Secretary.

A. D. 1088.

cviu. Ticernacu, Abbot of Cluain-mac-nois, died this year. He wrote
annals of Ireland, from the reign of Cimbaeth, king of Ulster and -
monarch of Ireland, A. M. 3596, to his own time. These annals are
partly in Latin and partly Irish, and were continued by Augustin M‘Grath
to the year of Christ, 1405, at which time he died. A copy of the Annals,
and the continuation, are in the library of Trinity College, Dublin.
Another copy, with the continuation to the year 1163, is in the manuscript
collection of Jobn M‘Namara, of Sandymount, Esq.

et ———

A. D. 1100.

cix. About this period flourished MaoL Tosa, a Divine, who devoted
his pen to the service of religion. Two poems only of this author’s works
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have come uuder our observation. The first consists of fifty-two verses,
_beginning “ 2 mo cémorr nam comés,” < O my God, who art my pro-
tector.” —In this poem the author begs of God to keep him from sin.
The second poem is an exhortation to keep the fasts prescribed by the
Church. [t begins, “ Oia haeme m longus,” * No feasting on Fridays.”

These poems are preserved in a fine vellum manuscript in the library
.of William Monck Mason, Esq. and copies are also in the collection of
the Assistant Secretary. .

cx. About this time also lived MaeLmuire O‘Meirin. A hymn, com-
posed by him in his last sickness, is preserved in a beautiful vellum
manuscript, written in the year 1561, in the library of William Monck
Mason, Esq. It consists of forty-eight verses of an uncommon mea-
sure, beginning « Aitm mo Ohia,” < I beseech my God.”

cx1. Cotemporary with the two last-mentioned authors was William
O’Hanley, who, like them, employed his time and talents in the service
of God and religion. A hymn, consisting of fifty-two verses, in the same
measure as that of Maelmuire O’Moirin, is preserved in the library of
William Monck Mason, Esq. and also in the collection of the Assistant
Secretary. It begins ¢ 2litim m Tpurp,” T beseech the Trinity.”

A. D. 1136.

" cx11. Tanaipne O‘MuLCONAIRE, a celebrated historian and poet, died
this year. He was author of the two poems following :

1. A poem of forty-eight verses, beginning < Pinbolg bacap yrnod redl,”
<« The Firbolg they were here a while.”

This poem treats of the Firbolg, who possessed Ireland before the arrival
of the Tuatha de Danan, and whose posterity remained in possession of a
great part of the island, until after the introduction of Christianity. It
gives the names of their kings, the number of years that each king
reigned, and the places where they died. .
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. 2. A poem of forty-four verses, beginning ¢ Cudatd de Odnam o dw-
mdaip,” ¢« The Tuatha de Danan were obscure.”

This poem gives the names of the seven kings of the Tuatha de Danan
race, who ruled Ireland for a period of one hundred and ninety-seven
years. It also mentions the arrival of the Milesians in A. M. 2935.

Co[nes of both these poems are to be found in the Book of Invasions,
by the O’Clerys, in possession of the Assistant Secretary, and a copy of the
latter poem is in the Book of Conquests, or Invasions, preserved in the
Book of Leacan, fol. 11, col. 3, in the library of the Royal Irish

Academy.
In the Book ‘of Ballimote, fol. 18, a. col. 2, thls writer is called

* Tanaidhe O’Dubhsailech.

cxiit. Neipe O’MaoLcoNaIRE, another historian, of the same family asthe
foregoing writer, died this year, according to Tigernach’s continuator.
We have not met with any of his works.

A. D. 1138.

cxiv. Cucnonacutr O’DaLy, of Meath, said by the Annalists to bave
been the best poet of Ireland in his time, died this year. We are unable
to say where any of this author’s works are to be found.

cxv. In this year also died Auliffe mor M‘Firbis, Ollamh of Hy Fia-
chra. This author was of the family of M‘Firbis of Lecan, and probably
one of the original compilers of the Record now known by the name of

the Book of Leacan

A.D. 1143.

cxvi. GroLra Moprupa O’Cassipy, otherwise called DaLt CLAIRINEACH,
Abbot of Ardbraccan, in Meath, died this year. He was a very learned
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man, a well-informed historian, and a famous poet. Of the works of
this author three poems only have come down to our times, all of whlch
are on the history of Ireland.

1. A poem, beginning ¢ € of, my nd ndom,” ¢ Sacred Erin, Isle of
Saints,” gives a catalogue of the Christian monarchs of Ireland, from the
reign of Looghaire, A. D. 428, to the death of Maoilseachlainn the

'Second, A.D. 1022. It also gives the number of years that each king
reigned.

Four copies of this poem, some of them of great antiquity, are in the
MS. collection of the Assistant Secretary. They vary in the number of
their verses from three hundred and fifty-two, to three hundred and sixty-
eight. The concluding rann of one of these copies shews that the
number of verses of which it was originally composed was three hundred

and sixty.

“ Del pomd ocTiMOKHd udm,
Oo pamdab 1yin pfog Sudm,
Aiinim cen popcpas cen pell
Oo Topénad Tpén Cpend,”

“« Ten ranns*, and eighty from me
Of the ranns in the poem of Kings,
1 number without excess, without falsehood,
That fell the mighty of Erin.”

2. A poem of two hundred and four verses, containing a catalogue
‘of the monarchs of Ireland, shewing how many kings of each name
poverned the country. It begins ¢ Cyboéar comdnmand na jg,” . “ Becom-
ing the synonima of the kings.”

An ancient copy of this poem, on vellum, is in the collection of Sir
William Betham ; and another, transcribed in the year 1610, is in the
collection of the Assistant Secretary.

8. A poem consisting of three hundred and seventy-four ranns of irre- ,
gular verses, beginning  Asam den didin nd nodeme,” ¢ Adam only

# Each rann consists of four verses.
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father of mep,” iste be found in the Book of Leacan, fol. 198, a. col. 1.
The last rann but six, gives the year 1147 as the time in which the poem
was written; and the last rann but one says it wag written by Giolla
Modhuda of Ardbracken. The general opinion is, that Giolla Modhuda
died in 1143, and if so, the date mentioned in this copy must be erro-
neous. There is a copy of this poem in a very ancient vellum manu-
script in possession of the Assistant Secretary, but as it wants a few
ranns ip the latter end, the date cannot be ascertained by it.

" This poem gives the names of the wiyes and mothers of the kings and
chiefs of Ireland of the Milesian race.

A. D. 1160.

cxvil GroLLA Na NaoMH O’Dunn, died on the 18th of December in this
year. He was chief bard to the king of Leinster, and wrote many poems,
of which the following have come to our hands:

l. A poem of three hundred and ninety-two verses, beginning  2ibmo
7 a €ipu Tipd,”  Pleasant that, oh noble Erin,” upon the tribes that
sprung from the sons of Milesius, and from Lughaidh, son of Ith, and
the districts possessed by them. L

Two copies of this poem are in the hands of the Assistant Secretary,
one of them in a very ancient vellum MS. the other transcribed in the
year 1712, by John M‘Solly, a native of Stickallen, in the county of
Meath.

2. A poem, beginning “ Coigeat laigedn na leate pfog,” ¢ Leinster, pro-
vince of the tombs of kings,” two hundred and eighty verses, gives a
catalogue of the Christian kings of Leinster, and the number of years
each king reigned. .

Copies of this poem are preserved in the books of Leacan and Balli-
mote. ,

3. A poem of one hundred and twenty-eight verses, beginning ¢ 2Ai-
pvlla a hCainam QQata,” ¢ Oirgiallans, from Eambain of. Macha,” ' giving
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an account of the chief tribes descended from the three Collas, sons of
Cairbre Liffeachair, monarch of Ireland, who was killed at the battle of
Gabhra Aichle, a small distance to the N. E. of Tara, in Meath, A. D.
206, after a reign of seventeen years.

A copy of this poem, in the hand-writing of James Maguire, A. D. 1708,
is in the collection of the Assistant Secretary.

4. A poem of two hundred and ninety-six verses, beginning ¢ fiofiac
rednédive prep peail,” ¢ The historians of the men of Fail (Ireland)
testify,” gives a catalogue of the Christian kings of Conaght.

5. A poem beginning “ A coigeas cdin Campppe cpuas,” O beautiful
province of hardy Carby.”

This poem is by some ascribed to Brogan, who flourished A. D. 526.

6. A poem beginning “ Cpuaca Cofiaét pat co part,” ¢ Cruachan of
Conaght, a fortress with prosperity,” two hundred and ninety-six verses,
on the Christian kings of Conaght. It was written in A. D. 1150.

This poem is by some, perhaps more properly, ascribed to Torna O’Mul-
conaire, who flourished A. D. 1310. ’

Copy in the Book of Ballimote, fol. 37, b. col. 1.

cxviii. About this period also, flourished Aopa OLLABHAR O’CarTHACH,
chief poet of Conaght. He was author of a poem, consisting of sixty-four
verses, beginning « 2lza yund yotdp na mg,” « Here are the privileges of
the kings,” on the rights and immunities of the M’Dermotts, princes
of Moy-Luirg.

Copy in possession of the Assistant Secretary.

A. D. 1170.

 exix. Maurice O’Recan, a native of Leinster, was employed by Der-
mod Mc. Morogh, king of that province, as his ambassador to Strongbow,
Robert Fitzs-Stephen, and others of the English nobles, to solicit their
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aid in the recovery of his kingdom, from which he had been expelled by
Roderick O’Conor, king of Conaght, and other Irish chiefs, for having
forcibly carried off Dervorgilla, the wife of Tighernan O’Rourke, and
daughter of Maolseaghlainn, king of Meath. He wrote, in his native lan-
guage, a history of the Anglo-Norman invasion of Ireland, from the year.
1168, to the siege of Limerick, in 1171. This was translated into French:
verse by a gentleman, his cotemporary, from which a version was made
into English by Sir George Carew, in the reign of Queen Elizabeth..

This latter translation is the first tract in Harris’s Hibernica, publlshed:
in Dublin, 1770.

A. D. 1191.

cxx. The Annals of Muuster record the death of GroLLa Patricx
O’HuipaIr, or O’Heipnir, a famous poet, on the 16th of December,
this year. He was superior of the convent of Inisfallen, and founder.
of many religious houses. We are not at present able to say where any
of his works are to be found.

A. D. 1220..

cxx1. About this. period flourished Covor O’Kerry.. He was author-
of a metrical History, or Pedigree, of  his own Tribe, the O’Kelly’s, chiefs
of Hy-Maine, an ancient district now. comprehended in.the present
counties of Galway and Roscommon. Reyv. Charles O’Conor, in his
catalogue of Irish MSS. in the Marquis of Buckingham’s library at.

Stowe, mentions a copy of this poem: preserved in No. 16, fol. 62, of that
collection.



lixxviii

A. D. 1240.

cxx1l, BoeHaN, or Owex M‘Crartn, son of Donogh mhaoil (the Bald),
flourished at this time. He was author of the following pieces: '

1. A poem of forty-four verses, in answer to the poem No. 14 of .
Donogh mor O’Daly’s works, beginning  5z%p 505 Siomuy o brme.”
McCraith’s poem begins * Tpeab fioc a fin nd huailte,” « Plough before
thee, oh man of pride.” ' ‘

2. A poem in dispraise of the flesh, consisting of fifty-two verses, be-
ginning “ Oilpiayt gdan ¢aitl an &oldn,” < A beast without understanding

is the flesh.” .
Fine copies of these poems are in the collection of the Assistant Se-

cretary.

A. D. 1244.

cxxit. Donoen Mor O’DaLy, Abbot of Boyle, a famous poet, who, for
the sweetness of his verses, was called the Ovid of Ireland, died this year.
He was author of many poems, of which the following have come within
our notice :

1. A poem of forty-eight verses, in praise of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
beginning « Dxme tpimp mataip foic OE,”  Nurse of three, mother of the
son of God.”

2. A hymn addressed to the Blessed Virgin, beginning ¢ 2| ndoin Mhype
a natap O¢,” < O Holy Mary, O mother of God.” Sixty verses.

8. A hymn of one hundred and eighty-four verses, addressed to the
Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, beginning “ Qancam 6nT ¢ &po. dn
Chownoé,” “ Hail to you, Oh Cross of the Godhead.”

4. A poem of seventy-six yerses, on the vanity and instability of human
life, beginning * Opt b0 yedydy a ydojal,” ¢« On thee I relied, O world.”
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8. A poem’ of one hundred and forty-four verses, on the goodness of
God, and the merits of our Redeemer, beginning * Oia dom geitedin dip
Fredpg 10&,” “ God be my defence against the wrath of God.”

6. A poem of one hundred and forty-four verses, on the neglect of
Religion, the punishment ‘that attends the irreligious, and the necessity
of Penance, begins “ Tdinc ceo tdp dn ccpeweam,” A cloud has come
‘over the Faith.”

7. A poem of one hundred and twenty verses on the death of a person
of the name of Aongus, shewing that he was only lent for a while from
God to the world. It begins “ 2ip 1d{aéc guapdy Aongur,” “ On a
loan I had Angus.”

" 8. A penitential hymn of one hundred and twenty verses, beginning

« Aigmse yui huic 4 6é,” « Repentanee here to thee, Oh God.”

9. A poem of one hundred and forty-eight verses, in praise of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, beginning ¢ Frgedll beaiaéc bpa (npe,”  Pro-
mise of a Blessing, the womb of Mary.” This is sometimes atiributed to
Giolla Brighide M‘Coinmhidhe.

10. A prayer to the Deity, forty verses, beginning < Cpeioim surc ¢ 6é
mie,” ¢ I believe in thee, Oh God of Heaven,”

11. A poem of sixty-¢ight verses, on the necessity of reflecting that
we must die. It begins « A tolan tugdd dn bay,” “ O body, to thee
belongs death.”
~ 12. A poem of sixty-four verses, in praise of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
It begins “ Cli naé cdicedn cli Mrype,” « Praise not exhausted, the praise
of Mary.” '

13. A poem of one hundred and thirty-six verses, in praise of God and
the kingdom of Heaven, beginning « O1a b0 &putas gudnbprng mie,”
“ God, who hast created the luminous palace of Heaven.”

14. An exhortation to humility and amendment of life, fifty-two verses,
beginning “ Sgxp d0d tfomdy a tyne,” “ Cease thy pride, O man.”

15. A poem of twenty-four verses, in which the author declarés he has
found all his desires in God. It begins  Fuapdy mda?, én pudpay mei.”
“ I have found my desire, Oh I have found my love.” This is by some
ascribed to O’Daly fionn.

16. A hymn to the Blessed Virgin Mary, forty-two verses, beginning
“ Ot na mban baméeai nine,” « Gold of women, Queen of Heaven.”
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‘17, On-the Day of Judgment, and the signs by which it is to be pre-
-ceded, one hundred and forty verses, beginning “ Hapb eip51s 1060 dn
-bnata,” « Boisterous.arise the arms of Judgment.”

18. A poem addressed to our Lord and the Blessed Virgin, one hun-
‘dred and eighty-four verses, beginning ¢ locpai yoitlye dig yot Asdim,”
““ Lamp of brightness to.the seed of Adam.”

19. On the Day of Judgment, the merits of Christ’s sufferings, and
-the intercession of .the Blessed Virgin. This poem consists of two hun-
‘dred -and twenty-four verses, beginning i padd pdypymg pobal Og,”
“¢ Long extended are the people of God.”

20. Upon our Lord Jesus Christ, two hundred and eighty-four verses,
‘beginning ¢ Fabam seaémas ¢ nodna,” * Let us give tythe of our songs.”

21. Upon the difference between heavenly and worldly riches, eighty
“verses, beging « Oo Zmb oxne Ora ba mdom,” ¢« Man made a God of
-his riches.”

22. A poeem of forty-eight verses,.contains a prayer, beseeching grace
from God to lead a pious and holy life. It begins “ Teagdirg meift «
meic mo D&,” <« Instruct me, Oh Son -of my God.”

23. A poem exhorting te penance, thirty-two verses, beginning ¢ Caom
‘tu pém-d.tnne:bors,” -« Weep for thyself, Oh miserable man.” This poem
‘is by-some ascribed to Mahon O’Heffernan.

24. On the death and resurrection of the Son of God, two hundred
and twenty-eight verses, begins « €1yTis pe mapbnars mc O&,” « Hark ye
to the elegy of the Son of God.”

25. A poem addressed to God Almighty, beseeching him for his grace,
and begging his mercy, forty-eight verses, beginning ¢ foin m’dingan a
Ova bri,” ¢ Help my afflictions, Oh dear God.”

26. A poem, in which the author laments the hardness of his heart,
-and want of tears for bis sins, twenty-four verses, beginning « Tpuag me
tupdy 5O Loz Oedpg,” « Sorrowful my pilgrimage to Lough Dearg.”

27. A poem of twenty-four verses, on three that wished for his
death, the devil ard his imps, and the worms. This poem begins «“ Triup

drda dig bpat aip mo biy,” « Three there are that expect my death :”
Although the name of Donogh mor O’Daly appears on some of the
copies of this poem, there is reason to suspect that he was not the

author.
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28. A poem of forty~eight versea, begiuning « Ma tréig mo tedpd(p
& wec,” “ Fly nat from my instructions, Oh son!” an exhortation to
Christian piety. '

Copy in the library of John Mac Namara, Eaq.

29. A poem of one hundred and twenty verses, beginning ¢ Aitpise
f{ui doxT .a Ohé,” ¢ Here repentance to thee, oh God!” The poet
here acknowledges his sins and his unworthiness, and begs forgiveness
and mercy from the Lord.

30. A poem of one hundred and sixteen.verses, beginning * Cpeb agaib
dowsrg; a geem,”  What have ye for a long time, oh youths!” on Rickard,
son of William de Burgo. In this poem the author says that he is O’Daly
of Meath.

31. A long poem of one thousand two hundred verses, in praise of the
power, majesty, and goodness of God. This poem begins “ (Do pire
mie,” < My king, the King of Heaven.”

Besides the above, we have seen three other poems attributed to this -
author, but there are strong reasons that induce us to withhold a belief
that they were written by him.

The first of these is a long poem, on the last end of man, but the ver-
sification, and the kind of rhyme used in this poem, being but of modern
invention, shew it to be the work of a less skilful geniys than Donogh
-mor O’ Daly. '

This poem begins ¢ A tnue crime 50 ot dergednac,” ¢ Oh man, re-
member thy last end.” We have not seen any very correct copy of this
piece; ane of the best has been lately printed in this city.

The second of these pieces, which we suppose to be erroneously
ascribed to Dunogh mor, is a poem of twenty-four verses, inquiring wh’
our Lord Jesus Christ, not being a builder, smith, or other artizan, or
labourer, had received honour from some person of the name of Owen.
It begius « A t:fa Cpfoyd cpes dn coil, pa bgrapary ondip 6 Cogam,” « Qh
Jesus Christ, what is the cause that thou hast received honor from Owen,”

This little poem wants that gruvity, dignity, and sweetness, which so
emiuently distinguish all the preductions of Donogh.

Fhe third is a poem of seventy-eight verses, on the three sons of Edas.
1t begins “ Cuame piogna pug. Comn,” ¢ Breod of a queen Edan beve.®

] : .
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This piece, though possessed of much poetic merit, and written in the
‘language of the period in which- Donogh lived, is .not written in that
style for which he was so remarkable.

Copies of all these poems are in the collection of the Assistant Secretary,

A. B. 1293.

cxxiv. GroLra Iosa Roe O’ReiLny, Prince of East Brefney, succeeded
to the government of that principality upon the death of his brother, in
the year 1293. By his valour and prudence he was enabled to extend
his dominion over all the country from Droghcda to Rath Cruachan, in
the present county of Roscommon. In the year 1300 he built and en-
dowed the monastery of Cavan, for the Friars de communi vitd. In this
building he erected a chapel, and a monument of hewn marble as a place
of sepulture for himself and- family. In the year 1313, Edward II. king
of England, wrote circular letters to the princes of Ireland, requesting
their aid against the Scotch. One of these he addressed to Giolla Tosa
O’Reilly, in the following style: « Rex, &c. dilecto sihi Gilly’s O’ Reily,
Duce Hibernicorum de Breifeny, Salutem, &c.” In the year 1326 he
resigned the government of his principality to his nephew Maoilseach-.
lamn, son of his eldest brother Mathew O° Reilly, and retired from the
cares of the world into the monastery of Cavan, where he died, ‘full of
years, A. D. 1330, justly celebrated for wnsdom and sanctity, and was
interred in his own chapel.

He was author of some verses on the death of his brother Mathew,
beginninor’ “A pip iedsdf an ledc 5o trom,” < Oh man, who layest the flag
heavily ;” and a poem upon the great power and extent of territory of -
his nephew Maolseachlainn, whom he calls his son, as being adopted by
him as his successor. The poem begins « QO’Neill 011!5 F& mo mac,”
¢ O’Neill of Ulster is subject to my son.”

CXXV. Maonllre 0’Maolagain (Myler O’Mulligan) flourished during the

time that Giolla losa Roe O’Reilly governed the territory and tribes of

“ Muintir Maolmordha (E. Breifne), and celebrated the actions of that

chief, in a poem, beginning “ Oo &éramap am ¢peic pe Holld lofd. dndls,”
“ We went on a hosting with Giolla lTosa the valiant.”
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Copies of the poems of Giolla Iosa and Maoilire, are in the registry of
the Housc of O’Reilly, in the collection of the Assistant Secretary.

cxxvi. Tapae Mor O’HiceaIn, a poet of Conaght, and a cotemporary of
the two last-mentioned authors, flourished at the time that Magnus O’Conor
was king of that province. He wrote a poem in praise of that prince, con-
sisting of one hundred and sixty-eight verses, beginning ¢ Hac én mapa
acbd,” « Every bird according to its kind, (literally « according to its nest.”’)

A copy of this poem, in the hand writing of Cucoigcriche (Peregrinus)
O’Clery, one of the Four Masters, is in the colle(,tlon of the Amtmt
Secretary.

A. D. 1300.

cxxvil. CopaTracH O’Carman, a poet of Leinster, flourished at this.
period. A poem of this author’s production, consisting of two hundred
and thirty-two verses, has made its way down to our times. It begins.
2 ¢aemna corgo lmgean,” “ O ye nobles of Leinster province,” and gives
the names of persons by whose hands fell several of the most remarkable
characters in Irish history. It also gives a catalogue of Leinster kings,
who became monarchs of Ireland. An ancient copy of this poem is in:
the collection of the Assistant Secretary.

cxxvir. Eocan or OweN MCaritn, a Munster poet, flourished at this
time. He was author of the following pieces:

1. A poem on the dissentions between the descendants of Teige Coal-
uisge O’Brien, and those of Brian Roe O’Brien, at the commencement
of the fourteenth century. This poem consists of one hundred and fifty-
six verses, beginning ¢« Cid ay gainoe o gabas €ipe,” “ Who is the shorter
from whom Ireland is seized ;” in which the author endeav’ours to recon-
cile those contending relatnons : Coe

2. A poem of one hundred verses, beginning « Ceac cdpdd 0 &mr-
polam,”. ¢ To see the house of a friend vacant,” on the deserted mansion.
~ of Conor O’Brien.

Copies in the collection of the Assustant Secretary.
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A. D. 1310.

exxrx, The Rev. Charles O’Conor, in his Catalogte of Yrish MSS. in
the Marquis of Buekingham’s library at Stowe, gives an accoutrt of Torwa
O’Maroroonairg, chief poet of Conaght, who attended at the insugaration
of Pelitn O’Conot, on the Hiltof Carn Pracich, where he delivered s
pootic addeess to Pelim, beginning “ lrat opt % Fhewtrme,” « On thee
e wetivity, Oh Felim.”

Doctor O’Conor says that Torna was aiso the author of @ ‘poem, upon
the succession of Conacht kings, beginning “ Cpudcd Cosidct pd< co part,””
¢ Cruachan of Conaght fortress with prosperity.”

The poem beginming  €1{T16 pe fenéug nac yuarll,” ¢ Hear ye a story
not contemptible,” is said to have been recited by Torna, at the resto-
ration of Felim O’Conor, A. D. 1313, and from this circumstance the
poem was supposed 40 be composed by him for this occasion. We have
shewn already, under the year 468, that this poem forms a part of the
Book of Rights, said {0 be writien by Saint Beinin.

The two first-mentioned poems, attriboted to this author, we have not
seen, but we know that a poem beginning like the second, “Cyuada
Conatt pa% co pamit,” is to be found in the Book of Ballimote, fol. 37,
b. col. 1. - This poem consists of one hundred end ninety-six wverses,
giving a catalogue of the Christian kings of Conach't, and the length of

“their.reigns, written by Giolla na naomh @’Dunn.

Sce under the year 1160,

A.D. 1314.

oxxx. Ceraing O’Maorconsrre, chief poet of Conmaght, died this
year. He was author of many poems, of which two only have come under
our observation.

1. A poem of sixieen verses, beginning « Otc meic Holawh nd ngdipe”
« Eight sons of Golambh, of the shouts,” on the eight sons of Golamh, or
Milesius, who led the Milesian colony from Spain to Ireland, A. M. 2085.
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In this poem the birth-place of each of the sons of Golamh is peinted
out. Copies of it are preserved in the Book of Leacan, and in the Book
of Invasions by the ©’Clerys.

2. A poem of one hundred and forty-eight verses, beginning « Aca
yuii popbat pedrd,” « Here is the completion of knowledge.” This poem
gives a catalogue of the kings of Ireland, from Laoghaire, who 'died
A.D. 463, to Brian Boroimhe, who was killed at the battle of Clomtarf,
A. D. 1011.

Copy in a fine vellem manuscriptin the library-of Sir William Betham.

This latter poem is attributed by the O*Clerys to'Giolla Kevin, who died
A. D. 1072, and by other writers to a Conaing O’Mulconaire, who died
A. D. 1420. '

See under the years 1072 and I420.

A. D. 1320.

exxx1. As this time flourished Ca™ran O’Duixnix, chief poet to the Jok
Eachach, of Munster, (the O’Donoghoos, O’Mahonys, &c.) He was the
author of the Ode delivered at the inauguration of Teige, the generous
O’Donoghoo, prince of Lough Lein. This ode consists of three handred
and sixty-four verses, containing the pedigree of the O’Donoghoos, with |
their filiations for twenty-seven generations, from Corc, son of Luigheach,
king of Desmond, A. D. 380, to Teige the Generous, A. D. 1320.

This poem is contained in the Book of Munster, a copy of which is in
the collection of the Assistant Secretary. 1t begins « €yti1g ne cobmear
brp ccat,” ¢ Hear the affinity of your tribe.”

cxxxu. About this time flourished MaoLmuire O’Leanvain. He was
aathor of a peem, consisting of one hundred and seventy-twe verses,
against adultery, the:sins of the flesh, &c. beginming ¢ Deceat dp {1l nap
(luaguaib,” < Sinful our seed in owr people.”

Copy in an ancient vellum manuscript, in the library of Sir William
Betham.
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A. D. 1348.

. cxxxil. Mavaeay Mac AepHa, Archbishop of Tuam, died on the
feast of Saint Laurence the Martyr, this year. He was author of a large
volume of miscellaneous matter in Irish, containing, amongst other things,
a catalogue of Irish kings, from Niall Naoighiallach to Roderick
O’Conor. Sir James Ware, in his account of Irish writers, says, it was
extant in his time, and called the Book of Mac Aodha. We can not say
where'it is to be found at present.

A. D. 1350.

cxxx1v. ANcus RoE O’Davry, a noted poet, died this year. le was
author of the following poems, and most likely of others that have es-
caped our observation.

1. A poem of one hundred and ninety-two verses, on the erection of
the castle of the hill of Carn Fraoich, by Aodh, son of Eogan O’Conor,
A. D. 1309. It begios ¢ dn zu apif « paic Theanptas,” « Art thou again
revived, oh fort of Tarah.” A fine copy of this poem is in the library of
John Mac Namara, Esq. a member of this Society.

2. A poem of one hundred and ninety-two verses, addressed to Ror),.
son of Aodh O’Mulloy, chief of the territory of Fearcall, a district of
the ancient kingdom of Meath, and now comprehended in the baronies-
of Fercall, Ballyboy, and Ballycowan, in the King’s county. It begins
“ Ceangal 50 yiot piom ¢ Rudispm,” ¢ Confirm thy peace with me, oh
Rory.”

It appears from this poem, that the author was of the Tribe of O’Daly
of Meath, and that he had incurred the displeasure of O’Molloy, by some
words that fell from him in a state of intoxication. He beseeches that
prince to pardon his offence, begs that he will imitate Fergus, son of
- Roigh, in forgiving those by whom he had been offended, and calls upon'
him to spend his wrath upon the English, the plunderers of his natlve

country.
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A fine copy of this pocm is in the collection of the Assistant Secretary to
this Society. . .

3. A poem of four hundred and forty-ewht verses, beginning ¢ Aoam,
atay, rput ap fludg,” < Adam, father, stream of our pe0ple ”  The first
two hundred verses are on the patriarchs, to the deluge, the remaining
verses treat of the first colonies that possessed Ireland before the Milesians.

This poem is sometimes ascribed to Angus Ceile De, of whom we
treated underthe year 800, but the language does not justify us in giving
it so early an origin.

Copnes of this poem are in the library of William Monck Mason, Esq.
and in the manuscript collection of the Assistant Secretary.

* e

cxxxv. GioLra Bricuine Mac Coixmuine, (Conway) a poet of Ulster,
flourished at this period. He was a retainer of the house of O’Donnell,
and devoted the most of his verses to the praise of that illustrious family.
The following pieces of his composition have descended to our days.

1. A poem of one hundred and twenty-eight verses, beginning ** Conall
crngls cldaiiie Méll,” ¢ Conall, hero of the race of Niall,” on the settlement
of the Conallians.in Ulster, and of Muolseachlainn, son of Donall, the
brown O’Donell. ‘

We have seen, under the year 1056, that Flann of Bute wrote a poem,
beginning with the same words as this poem, treating of the same family.

Copies in the collections of the Rev. Doctor O’Bnen, and of the As-

sistant Secretary.
2. A poem on the same subject, beginning  RoZd nd clomoe Néill,”

« Choice of the sons of Neill.”

3. A poem of one hundred and sixty-eight verses, begmmno- “ Roga na
clomse Conaill,” ¢ Choice of the sons of Conall,” in praise of Brian, son
of Donald O’Donell, prince of Tir-Conell.

A fine copy of this poem is preserved in a very valuable volume of
Irish historical poems, collected in the Netherlands in the year 1656, by
the Rev. Nicholas, alias Fergal dubh (the black) O Gara, an Augustinian
Friar. This volume was once the property of O’Daly of Dunsandle, but
now belongs to John M‘Namara, of Sandymount, Esq. - '
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4. A peem on the birth of Donsld, son of Donald 0’Donell, prince of
“Tir-Conell, ninety-six verses, beginning ¢ Oo 15 O Cenel Conaill,”
“ Ged considered the Kineal Couall (descendants aof Conall) i. e. the
O’ Denells.

Copy in the libsasy of John M‘Namara, Esq.

& A poem on Aodh @Conor, beginning * Oequmad d0 gagbay d1p
Aos,” « By forgettulness § neglected Aodh;” one hundred verses on the
hespitality of Aodh, son of Felim O’Cennar. Copy in the library of
John M‘Namara, Esq.

Copies of the foregoing poems are ‘also in the collection of the Assistant
Secretary, in ap imperfeet paper copy of the Leabbar hua Congabhala.

6. A poem of ninety-six verses, beginning “ Aca yuno yeancuy Mram,”
¢ Here is the history of Moain,” on Moain, son of Muireadbach, grand-
son of Niall of the mine Hostages, by his son Eoghan, or Owen. Moain
wgbmtber to Muireeartach, whe was Monarch of Ireland from A. D. 5183
to A. D. 533, and who from his mother Eirc, daughter of Loarn, king of -
the Delriada of Albe, was called Muircheartach Mac Earce. From Moain
are the Cineal Muaim descended, oue of the prineipal families of which
were the O’Gormly’s, for whose chief, Niall O’Garmly, this peem wes
written.

Copy of this poem inin O’Gam’s collection of poems, in the library of
Jobn Mac Namara, Esq.

7. A poem of one hundred and sixtees verses, begiuning “ Qéan epm
Tprocdipe a Epondid,” ¢ Have mercy on me, O Trinity.” In this poem,
which is campesed in that kind of poetry called Seasna, the author begs
for several particular blessings from the Holy TFrinity, one of which is,
that be may net be left without children.

Ap ancient copy of this poem is in the hands. of the Assistant Secretary.

The poem beginning ¢ Caipppe, Coechan, Cie err,” and some other
poems on the @’Denells, which we bave ascribed to Flann Mainistreach

under the year 1058, are qometimas, and perhaps with wore tsuib,, astri-
buted te. this author. : _

cxxxvi. At this time also flourished Aoon, or Huea Q’KeLLy, author
of a poem, consisting of eighty-four verses, on his own tribe, beginning
“epng ¢ cuudme m ;" “ Arise, Oh proclaimers of the king.”
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. Copy of this poem is preserved in an ancient vellim manuscript, once
the property of the O’Kellys, now in possession of Sir William Betham.¢
. R . " E} 2
i

A. D. 1370. ' ‘
cxxxvil. Tapne Camcrosacn O’Davy -flourished about this period.
He was author of the following poems: -
1. A poem of one hundred and sixty verses, on the inauguration of
Niall mor O’Neill, beginning bean ap nditeipge €ipe,” < A woman
recovering is Erin.”
2. A poem of one hundred and sixteen verses, on his choosing to be-’
come a friar, begins “Od Enas o’fagbuy €yum,” « For its love I left
Erin.”

Copies of these poems are in the oollections of John Mac Namara, Esq
and of the Asslstant Secretary.

A. D. 1372.

cxxxvit. Joun O’Ducan, chief poet of O’Kelly of Ibh Maine, died
this year. He was author of the following valuable historical and topo—
graphical pieces.

1. A poem of five hundred and slxty-four verses, begmmng “ ?lcd
yund feancu{ fniog €peans,” < Here is a history of the kings of Erin.”
This poem gives a catalogue of the kings of Ireland, from Slainge of the
Flr-Bolglan race, who, conjointly with his four brothers, Gann, Gean-
nann, Seangan, and Rudhraidhe, sons of Deala mac Loich, began to
reign over Ireland, A. M. 2245, to Roderick O’Conor, son of Turlogh
the great, who held the reins of government in lreland at the Anglo-
Norman invasion, A. D. 1168. .

Copy in the library of Sir lelxam Betham, and in the MSS of the
Assistant Seeretary. -

P



2. A topegraphical and historical poem, of eight hundred and eighty
versed; beginning « Tdlldm tteall na - Fodld,” ¢ Let us go around
Fodhla, (Ireland).” This poem gives the names of the principal tribes
and districts in Meath, Ulster, and Conaght, and the chiefs who pre-
_ :*ied over them, at the time Henry the Second, king of England, was

invited to this country by Dermod Mac Morogh, king of Leiuster.

From the first line of this poem, and from the few ranns that this author
has left us, on the districts of the province of Leinster, it would seem,
that it was his intention to have given a complete account of all the dis-
tricts and chief tribes in Ireland ; and it would be a cause of much regret
that he left unfinished so interesting a work, if it had not aftérwards been
taken up and completed by his cotemporary, Giolla na naomh O’Huidhrin,
who died an old man, in the year 1420.

The work of O’Huidhrin has been sometimes Jjoined to O’Dugan ()
poem, so as to appear but one entire piece of one thousand six hundred
and sixty verses, and the merit of the whole is given to the latter, though
he really wrote but thirty-eight ranns, or one hundred and fifty-two verses
on Meath ; three hundred and fifty-four verses on Ulster ; three hundred
and twenty-eight verses on Conaght; and fifty-six verses on Leinster,
making in all eight hundred and eighty verses. For the account of the
ancient fumilies of Leath Mooha (Leinster and Munster) we are indebted
to O’Huidhrin.

See O’Huidhrin, under the year 1420.

" Copies of this poem are numerous, but few of them are perfect The

' topy used by the authox of Cambrensis Eversus must have been incom-

plete, or he has not translated it fully. A complgte copy, in the haund-

writing of Cuegigcriehe O°Clery, one of the Four Masters, is in the col-
lection of the Assistapt Secretary.

3, A poem of two hundred and twenty-four verses, beginning « Rfog- -
] lmsean clay ‘}’tdo\p,” “ Kings of Leinster, descendants of Cathaoir,”
on the families desggnded from the thirty sons of Cathaoir mor, monarch
of Ireland, from A. R\ 174,10 A. D. 177.

A copy of this poen\‘ in the collection of the Assistant Secretary

4. A poem of two hugdred and ninety-six verses, begmmng “ Cairiol
ém:p clafja Qhoga,” ¢ w seat of Mogha’s sons,” giving a catalogue
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_of the kings of Cashel, and the years that each prince reigned, from its
foundation by Corc, son of Luigheach, about A. D. 380, to Torlogh

. O’Brien, A. D. 1367.

, .4Afine copy of this poem is in the Book of Ballimote, fol. 36, a. col. 2,
.and another in the collection of the Assistant Secretary.

5. A poem of three hundred and thirty-two verses, beginning * Teaing
nd piog pdic Copmaic,” « Tara of the king’s fortress of Cormac,” gives an
account of the battles and principal actions of Cormac mac Art, monarch
‘of Ireland, in the middle of the third century.

A fine copy of this poem, beautifully written on vellum, is in the
library of Sir William Betham,

6. A poem, beginning ¢ buiasain yo yoluf a dat,” ¢ This year bright
its dye,” upon the festivals of the year, with practical rules for finding
the moveable feasts and fasts, by the Epects, Dominical Letters, &c.

Copies of this poem are in the hands of every Irish Scholar, and its
Rules are frequently quoted by hundreds of persons whq never learned a
letter.

7. A poem of two hundred and ninety-two verses, beginning ¢ fonuy
gocal lraiotean hb,” ¢ A knowledge of words spoken by you.” This poem
is & voeabulery of now obsolete words, and words which, though spelled
alike, have different, and often contrary meanings; all of which are
inserted in the Irish-English chtlonary lately published by the Assistant
Secretary to this Society. :

. Copies of . this poem are to be found in the library of Trinity College;
in Sir William Betham’s large vellum MS.; in the collection of John
Mac Namara, of Sandymount, Esq. and in that of the Assistant Secre-

tary.

A.D. 1373.

cxxxix. Apam O’Cianax, or Keexax, a famous historian and canonist,
died in Lisgoole this year, according to the Four Masters, We have not
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- met any of his original works, except the pedigrees of a few Northern
families ; but there are in the collection of the Assistant Secretary two
volumes on vellum, transcribed by him in very fine ‘writing. These
volumes contain a number of historical tracts, both verse and prose ; a
copy of the ancient laws relating to the clergy, poets, and artists; an
Irish-Latin Grammar, &c. &c.

About this period the Annalists record the deaths of many famous
historians, poets, scribes, and lawyers, with whose works we are not at
present acquainted.

A. D. 13718.

cxL. Joun O’Fiavan, Chief Poet of Henry, son of Owen O’Neill,
Prince of Tirone, died this year. He was author of the Ode pronounced
at the inauguration of Henry, one hundred and eighty-eight verses, be-
ginning « Prapayy Tappars €ipe,”” « Thou hast obtained thy request, oh
Erin.” From the two concluding ranns of this poem, it appears that
Judith, the daughter of Mac Mahon, prince of Qirgialla, was the wife
of Henry O’Neill.

A fine copy of this poem is to be found in O’Gara’s collectlon, in the
library of John Mac Namara, Esq. and another in that of the Alnstant
Secretary. :

A. D. 1380.

cxL1. At this time flourished Manoxn O’ReiLLy, Lord of Clan Mahon,
and father of Thomas O’Reilly; who succeeded his uncle Philip as Prince
of East Breifne, A. D. 1384. He was author of a poem in praise of the
mighty actions of his son Thomas, who, in a short period, levelled eighteen
castles belonging to the English of the Pale, and laid the country, from
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Drogheda to Dubhn, under contribution. The poem begins ¢ Gl gail-
115 of c10fi Gaill,”  The cry of an English sprite over Englishmen.”

Copy in the Registry of the House of O’Reilly, in possession of the
Assistant Secretary

cxuitr. About this period flourished Mac Craitu M‘Gowan, who wrote

genealogies of the Irish Saints, and of the kings and princes of Ireland.
A copy of this work is in the collection of the Assistant Secretary.

" A.D. 1385.

exvinl. Tanaipne O’MaoLconaire, son of Paitricin mor, son of Tanaidhe,.

died on the 1st of August this year. He was a poet of Conaght, and his
works are much praised by some of. his cotemporaries, and by subsequent
writers. We are not, at present, able to say where any of them are pre-

served.

A.D. 1381.

cxLiv. GEorrFreY F1oNN O’Davy, cbief professor of poetry in Munster, .
died this year, He was author of the following pieces:—1. A poem of
fifty verses, beginning  Ciofiuy diolpad mo ludé leigy,”  How shall I pay
the price of my cure,” on the benefits derived by man, from the merits
of Christ. Copy with John Mac Namara, Esq.

2. A poem of two hundred and twenty-four verses, beginning * Fa.
AEMoMpas medytdp mac piog,” By deeds is the son of a king valued,”
on Dermod, surnamed of Muskery, son of Cormac, san of Donald Mac
Carthy.

3.- A poem of forty-elght verses, beginning ¢ 2 g ew 1 Tzip Chonaill,”
% Oh man, who goest to Tir-Conell,” addressed to O’Donell, Conor son

of Aodh, (Hugh) son of Donald oge.
Copies of these poems are in the collection of the Assistant Secretary.
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- 4. A poem of one hundred and forty verses, beginning @it an lotc
aipopg oige,” “ Forgive the fault, Oh youthful king,” addressed to
Donald, son of Donald Mac Carthy, excitiag him to oppose the English,
and holding up as a pattern Conn Cead-Cathach, (of the Hundred Bat-
tles) who forsook his youthful sports, and flew to rescue Tarah from
the yoke of Cathaoir mor, king of Leinster.

Copy in O’Gara’s collection of poems, in possession of Jobn Mac
Namara, Esq. and in a very fine collection of Poems in possession of the

Assistant Secretary.

A. D. 1390.

cxrv. At this period flourished MaoLmuire Mac Craita, poet of
Desmond, or South Munster. He was author of an Elegy on the death
of Donald Mac Carthy, chief of the Clann Carthy of Carbery. This poem
consists of one hundred and forty-four verses, beginning ¢ Oedpt clnte
dap €ipi écc pg,” A load of sorrow to Ireland, the death of a king.”
Copy in the manuscript collection of the Assistant Secretary.

cxLvi. At this period also flourished SoLamrn O’Droma, or SoLomon
O’Drun, one of the compilers of the great Book of Ballinote, now in
the library of the Royal Irish Academy. . .

cxLvi. At thistime also lived Maenus O’Duicenan, whose name appears
on different pages of the Book of Ballimote, particularly at fol. 248, at
the end of the account of the Argonautic expedition and destruction of
Troy, which, it appears, was finished by him in the house of Donald Mac
Aodhagan, or M}(: Egan, on Thursday before the feast of Saint Michael,
but the year is not mentioned. We are unable to say whether he was
the author of this piece or only the transcriber.

As the Book of Ballimote is so often mentioned in this work, and
referred to by almost every writer who has treated on Irish antiquities for
the last fifty or sixty years, the following account of it may be gratifying
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to some of our readers, or perhaps direct the attention of future writers:
to matters contained therein, illustrative of the history of the country
and the manners and customs of the people. :

The Book of Ballimote is a large folio volume, finely written on
vellum of the largest size. It originally contained 550 pages, very closely
written, but the first two pages are at present wanted. It was written.
at different times and places, and by various hands, as appears by the:
eoncluding lines of several of the tracts; but the principal part was-
written by Solomon O’Drum. A part of it was once the property of
Manus O’Duigenan, who wrote it for his own use, but afterwards became:
the property’ of Tumaltach M‘Donogh, prince of Tir-Olioll, Ariagh,.
the two Corans, Tir-Tohill, and Clan Fernmoy, districts now compre-
hended in the present counties of Sligo, Roscommon, and Leitrim.
Under the patronage of this chief, and in his house, were some other-
parts of this book written, as appears by a passage at the conclusion of
the account of the O’Conor family, at folio 62, a. col. 1. ¢ 9. iyém Coip-
delbac og rm, mac Aevd, dr m Condir agp yembas nd cobaird don ledbdp, o
T Chomaleaig; weic Thewg, meic Thowdlcag, meic Onpgedrd, mec Ooicasd,
ieic Thomalzaig, ieic Chonéobaip, erc Obvapmaca, o Trles Werse Ordpmand,
d mbdile m muta,” ‘ And it:is that Torlogh og, son of Hugh, that is king'
of Conaght, at writing this part of the book, in the house of Tomaltagh,
son of Teig, son of Tomaltagh, son of Muirghease, son of- Donogh, som:
of Tomaltagh, son of Conor, son of Dermod, from whom: are the Maoc:
Dermotts, in Ballimote.® Torlogh og O’Conor, began his reign over the
province of Conaght in 1384, and died in 1404, so that this part of the book:
must be written about the year 1390. By a memorandum at folio 180, a.
col. 1, written in a hand-writing different from any other part of the book,
it appears that Hugh diff, son of Hugh roe, son of Niall garbh O’Doneil,
bought it in the year 1522, from M’Donogh of Coran, for one hundred
and forty milch cows. Hugh duff O’Donell died A. D. 1537,

This venerable Repertory of ancient Irish Literatyre, although much-
blended with fable, contains a vast quantity of valuable and authentic
historical matter, drawn from the purest sources ; such as the Pralter of
Cashel, the Book of Glendaloch, the Chronological Poems of Eochaidh
O’Flinn, Flanrr of Bute, Giolla Caomhghin, Giolla Modhuda O’Cassidy,
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Giolla-na-naomh O’Dunn, John O’Dugan, and other senachies of repute.
Spome parts of it, indeed, are of less estimation ; but even the historical
tales are not without their value to an antiquarian. . The stories of the birth
of Conor Mac Nessa, and of Cormac O’Cuinn ; the adventures of Cormac
in the Land of Promise ; the deaths of Crimhthann, son of Fidhaidh, and
of the sons of Eochaidh Moighmheodhain, Brian, Olioll, Fiachra, Fergus,
and Neill, though mostly fabulous, contain some authentic historical facts,
and much maiter illustrative of the manners and customs of the people,
and of the religious opinions of Pagan Ireland.

The law tract, commencing at folio 181, is well deserving the attention
of the historian and antiquarian. It contains the Rights and Immunities,
the Rewards and Punishments due to different ranks in society, ecclesias-:
tical and civil, from the Bishop down 4o the lmccpeom, or-Reader in the
Church; from the Otlam, or Professor, to the focloz, or lowest .rank
amongst the poets and learned men ; and from the king. to the artlzan,
or labourer, amongst the laity.

This book was formerly in the library of Tﬂmty College, Dublm but
when, how, or by whom it was taken from that establishment, is not now
a matter easily to be decided. General Vallaneey, in his Green Beok,
which was bought for the Record Commission at the price of one hua--
dred guineas, much above its intrinsic value,. gives an. account of
printed books and MSS. on the History of . Ireland, .in various lan-.
guages, and amongst the rest, mentions the Books of Ballimote and
Leacan. The General says, that. Doctor Raymond, about thirty years.
ago, lent a manuscript volume out of Trinity College library,. to a person-
of the name of Thady Naghten; that a man of the name:of Egan stole
it fron Naghten, and gave it to Judge Marlay, -whose..servant be was;
that it remained in the Judge’s library until his death, and then was, by
some meaans, eonveyed to the Lombard College in Paris. The General
was of opinion that this manuscript was the Book of Leacan, which
the Superior of the, Irish community in Paris presented to him in 1788,
for the Royal Irish Academy, in whose library it now is. This opinion
of the learned General is not supported by any authority; on the con-
trary, there is the testimony of Abbé M‘Geoghegan, in the Intreduction
to his History of Ireland, to prove that the Book of Leacan was deposited
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in the library of the Irish 'C?)llege at Paris, by James 11. after his abdi-
cation; and that the deposit was made in the presence of a Notary,
who' attended for that purpose. But though the book lent by Doctor
Raymond to O’Naghten, could not have been the Book of Leacan, there
is a probability that it might have been the Book of Ballimote. There
is at present in the library of Trinity -College, a paper copy of ‘the
Book bf Ballimote, in the hand-writing of Teige or Thady O’Naghten ;
and this is a strong proof that he had the original in his possession.
Whether the book was stolen from him, or whether it was ever in the
library of Judge Marlay, is not very clear. Indeed there is reason to
believe it was not in the Judge’s library There are different memeoran-
dums on several pages of the book, in the hand-writing of Mr. Thomas
O’Dornin of Drogheda, a good Irish Scholar, which shew that it was in
his possession in the year 1769 ; and that it remained in his hands antil
at Jeast the year 1774, appears by a list of Mr. O’Dornin’s MSS. now
in' possession of the writer of this account. Whether it ever made its
way to Paris, where it is said the late Chevalier O’Gorman obtained it,
is'not now necessary to inquire, but we know that it did come into his
hands, and that he presented it to the Royal Irish Academy, in the
hope, as he himself told the writer of this article, that that learned body
would publish some of the useful parts of its contents.
" Dermod O’Connor, the translator of Doctor Keating’s History of Ireland,
says, in his preface, that he had the Book of Ballimore, in Co. Meath, in
his possession for six mionths, for the safe return of which, Doctor Rey-
tond, of Trim, had given his bond to the College for one thousand
pounds. It is observable that a Book of Ballimore, in Meath, was never
80 much as hedard of by any Irish scholar, but the Book of Ballimoste in
Co. Sligo, is much celebrated. The innumerable errors in O’Connor’s
translation of Keating, and the blunder he makes in the name of this
book, prove he was unable to make any thing of its contents. His name
is introduced here, merely to shew, that though the Bogk of Ballimote was
then in Trinity College, the Book of Leacan was not : otherwise he would
have taken netice of it, as he had access to the College manuscripts. -
The book wants the two first pages. - At folio 2, is an .account of the
posterity-of Cain, Noah, &c.: At folio 4, commences the Book of Syn-
: q , .
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chronisms, in which is mentioned the names of the Patriarchs, the Assyrian,
Persian, Irish, Grecian, and Roman kings aud emperors who were
cotemporaries. In tlis part is introduced Donchuach’s poem, ¢ Rewif
ddin « Ohe 50 mm.” At the end of folio 8, col. 2, are six ranns, giving an
account of the different ages of the world. By the last rann it appears
that this small poem was written in the year 1126. At folio 6, the syn-
chronisms of Flann commence. At folio 8, begins an aceount of the
first inhabitants of Ireland, in which are introduced several of the poems of
our earliest bards. At folio 32, b. col. 2, is an account of the monarchs
of Ireland, from Laoghaire, son of Niall, to Roderick, son of Torlogh,
son of Rory na soighe buidhe O’Conor, A. D). 1166. At folio 34, is an
account of the Christian kings of Ulster. At folio 35, the Christian kings
of Leinster. At the bottom of this page is a prayer for Manus O’Duig-
enan, the owner of the Book. At folio 37, the kings of Conaght, and the
length of their reigns, from Amalgaidk; son of Fiachra, son of Eochaidh
Moighmheodhain, to Torlogh O’Conor. At 38, the Christian kings of
Munster, from Eoghan, son of Deirg, son of Deirgreineadh; to Donald,
son of Torlogh, son of Dermod, son of Torlogh, son of Teige, son of
Brian Boroimhe. In this account of the provincial kings, several poenis
of our best historical writers are introduced, a particular account of which
is given under their proper dates in the course of this work.

At folio 39, b. col. 2, are the royal precepts of Cormac Mac Art to his
son Cairbre Liffeachair, monarch of Ireland.

At folio 43, a. col. 1, commences an account of the descendants of
Milesius, and first of the O’Neills, At folio 54, account of the Hy Briuin
Heremonians, which ends at folio 62, with an account of thie O’Conors.
At folio 63; a. col. 1, an account of the Hy Fiachra race of Tir-Awly,
according to Flann. At folio 84, the clann Colla; at 69, the Hy Maine
tribes, the O’Kellys, &c. At folio 70, the Leinster tribes; at 80, the,
Conarian race of Ireland and Scotland.

At folio 87, commences the account of the Ultonian tribes, desicen-
dants of Ir, son of Milesius, to folio 97, where the Munster Book
begins « Eher a quo dicitur Hibernia.” Folio 102, b. col. 1, of the
Dalcassians; folio 109, b. col. 5, of the race of. Lughaidh, son of lth.

At folio 113, the Book of the Britons and Pncts, from Nennius, Al
116, account of the Saxons in England.



At folio 117, ‘the mothers of the most remarkable of the Irish saints;
and at folio 126, a, col. 2, begins the sacred pedigree of the saints of
Ireland, ¢ Naem feantdy nden mfe Fail;” one hundred and seventy-
three ranns, or six hundred and ninety-two verses.

At folio 131, an account of the Hebrew patriarchs, Moses, the
Temple, &c.

At folio 138, fabulous aceount of Conor Mac Nessa, and the death
of Daithi, the last of our Heathen monarchs. Folio 137, an account of
Art Aonfhir, and on the same page, the kings and nobles of Ireland
of the same names.

At folio 140, a. col. 1, the names of the Chiefs of the Athach Tuatha, who
overthrew the Milesian government in the first century ; and on the same
folio, b. col. 1, are the wonders of Ireland. Folio 141, the warriage of
Luain, and the death of Athairne the poet.

Some of these latter articles are much tinctured with fable, and more

~of our ancient historic tales of a similar description, are to be found on
every page, to folio 147, where begins the Book of Rights, fathered on
Seint Benin, of which we have given an account under the year 468.

At folio 154, begms the ¢ bdmrednédf Cpednb,” or History of the womem
of Ireland, giving the names of the wives and mothers of the most
remarkable characters in Irish history.

At folio 157, commences the Irish Prosody, with examples of the dif--
ferent kinds of versification. _

At folio 163, a. col. 2, account of the Ollambs er Fileas, (the Professors:
or Poets) shewing the qualifications necessary for the different orders of

ts.’
P°§t folio 167, b. col. 2, commences the Uraicepht and Book of Oghams,
to folio 180, where, in a different hand-writing, is an account of the pur-
“chase of this book from the M’Donogh’s, by Hugh dubh O’Donell.

At folio 181, a. col. 1, begins the Seanchas bheg, a law tract, on :the

rights, privileges, rewards and punishmeuts of the different ranks of
_kings, clerics, poets, artizans, &c. At the commencement of this traet,
there is the following note, in the late venerable Charles O’Connor’s hand-
writing : ** Elements of Law, obscure to me for want of a Law Glossary.
Catal ua Contoban,” This is followed by another note, in the hand-writing

-
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of the late General Vallancey,:in ungrammatical Irish, .« Tigam 16 go
mait mo cdppav. *Catal rd Batlanyey” ¢ I.understand , them well, my.
friend: Charles Vallancey.” Those who understand the law dialect of
the lrish, and have compared with the originals the translations of the,
fragments published by thé General, in the Collectanea de Rebus Hiber-
nicis, are able to set a proper value on this boast.

At folio 188, a. col. 1, commences the Dinn Seanchas, of whlch we have
given an account when treating of Amergin Mac Amalgaidh, under the,
year 550, where we have.shewn that. this work was enlarged after the
year 1024, Perhaps the Dinn Seanchas in the Book of Ballimote, may.
be the first edition of that work, in its present form. .

At folio 230, a. col. 1, account of the Argonautic Expedmon and the
Trojan war, to folie 248, a.-col. 2, where; on the bottom margin, is a memo-
randum, in the hand-writing of Magnus O’Duigenan, in which he says, he
finished writing the story of Troy, on Thursday, before the feast of Saint
Michael, in the house of his tutor, Donald M’Aodhagan, er M’Egan,
but he does not mention in what year.

At folio 249, a. col. 1, The Adventures of IEneas, &ec. after the destruc-
tion of Troy, from Virgil, to folio 267, .where .is, in Irish characters,
Finit,- Amen, Finit. Solamh O’ Droma nomtine scripsif. .

At folio 268, a. col. 1, commences the history of Alexander the Great,
according to -the Latin autber Justin. . It continues to folio 275, where
" it ends, with the conclusion of the Book of Balllmote.

A. D. 1395.

cxuvin. At this period. flourished O’MaoiLciaran, a Conaght poet
author of a beautiful elegy on the death of his son. This very pathetic
poem consists of one hundred and seventy-two verses, beginning ¢ TCugas
omme edaybars mép,” « A great loss has happened to us.”

Copy in the library of John M‘Namara, Esq.

cxLix. At this time also flourishéd Aixcriocn O’DoNELLAN, poet to
the Mac Dermotts, of Moyluirg. * He was author of a'poem in praise of
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Moyluirg and of Aodh, or- Hugh, M’Dermott, chief of his tribe. This
poem cousists of one hundred and ninety-two verses, beginning ¢ Rov
leite ain.Corgeas Choiia¢z,” “ The province of Conaght is divided.”

cr. Cotemporary with the two last-mentioned writers, was OweN an
torthoir M‘Crarru, a Munster man by birth, but attached to the Housé'
of O’Neill. He was author of the following poems:

1. On the inauguration of Niall og, son of Niall mor O°Neill, chlef of
Tirone,* one hundred and eighty-eight verses, beginning *“ Oa porj tom-
tpoma dip Chpe Nétl,” « Two equal shares on mighty Niall’s land.” ;

2. In praise of Art O’Cavanagh, king of Leinster, who died at Enis-
corthy, A. D. 1417, one hundred and sixteen verses, beginning ¢ Tomoa
rairle 4 14t ldlgean,” « Many chiefs on Leinster’s land.”

3. In praise of Cormac O’Maoilseachldinn, prince of the clann Col-
man, or southern Hy Niall, whose chiefs were called kings of Meath,
one hundred and fifty-six verses, beginning ¢« (U5 cpewean do clom
Nélt,” « It is time to believe in the descendants of Niall.””

4. In dispraise of the world, eighty verses, begmmng “ Og an yeanbip
an fdogdl » ¢ The world is a young senior.’ .

The first of these poems is sometimes ascribed to Telge og O’nggm

Copies of all the above poems are in possession of John M"Namara,
Esq. and the Assistant Secretary.

A. D. 1400.
cL1. SIODHRUADH O’Cuirnin, a poet of Breifne, died this year. He:
was author of a. poem on the Life of Saint Muodhog, first Bishop of

Ferns, and patron Saint of Leinster. The poem consists of one hundred

and forty-four verses, beginning ¢ Seancay mhaot»ms medbmp lm,” « The '
History of ‘Maodhog let us remember.”

Some copies of this poem are in the MS. col]ectlon of the Assxstant
Secretary.. ; :



-cL1f, BLADHMAC, son of Conbhreatan, son: of Congasa, flourished at this
time. He was a man in holy orders, but we do not know to what house
or family he belonged. He was author of two poems, consisting of up-
wards of one thousand five hundred verses, addressed to the Blessed Virgin
Mary, upon the principal actions-and sufferings of her Son, our Lord
Jesus Christ. The first begins  Tap tucam ¢« Whype bow,” « Come to'me,
Oh holy Mary ;” five hundred and ninety-six verses. The second begins
A Mhdipe, a Fudan ap cclome!” « Oh Mary, Oh sun of our people !’

- Copies of these poems, once the property of Michael O’Clery, one of
the Four Masters, are in the collection of the Assistant Secretary.

o

A. D. 1404.

cuit. Doxoen BAN O’MaoLcoNaIRrE, chief poet of the O’Conors of
Conaght, died this year. He was author of a poem, consisting of one
hundred and seventy-two verses, beginning “ Ciydig « &pn banka,”
« Attend ye, Oh learned of Ireland.” It contains a catalogue of the
kings of Conaght, and the number of years that each prince ruled over that
province, from Torlogh, son of Roderic the Great, to Torlogh O’Conor,
who lived at the time in which this poet wrote. From a rann in this
poem it appears that two hundred and thirty-eight years had elapsed
from the first year of Torlogh, son of Roderick, to the time in which
. the poem was written.: therefore it must have been composed in the year
1374, This is further confirmed by the name of O’Crede, Archbishop
of Tuam, being mentioned in the last rann of the poem as being then
some time dead. In Ware’s History of the Bishops, the death of this
prelate is said to have bappened in the year 1371, but he is improperly
called John O’Grada.
* Copies of this poem are in the Book of Leacan, and in the Manuscript
Books of the Assistant Secretary.

crtv. In the same year with the: last-mentioned author, died CarroL
O’DaLy, the poet of Corcamroe. Several-of his poems and tales are
repeated from memory by the common people of the country; but we are
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not able to say where any. good. copies of them are to be found in manu-
script.

cLv. In this year also died DonaLp, son of DoNocn O’DaLy, who,
from his facility in writing verses, was nick-named b015 an oind, (A wallet
of Poems). We cannot with certainty say where any pieces of this
author’s composition are now to be found.

A. D. 1405.

cLvi, AuvcustiN Maerapian (Austin M¢Craith), a Canon of the order
of Saint Augustin, in the Isle of All Saints, in the river Shanon, died
on the next Wednesday after the feast of All Saints; this year. He wrote
Lives of some Irish Saints, and continued the Annals of Tigernagh to
his own time. These Annals have been since continued, by another hand,

to the year 1571.
A copy of the Annals is in the Library of Trinity College, Dublin,

Class H.

A. D. 1408.

cuvit. CoLr O’Dorax, a Leinster man, died this year. He wrote Annala
of Ireland, which Sir James Ware says were extant in his time. We
are not able to say where they are now to be found,

A. D. 1416.

crLvin. Mavrice O’Davy, chief poet to O’Retriy, lived A. D. 1415,
it which year he, Dermod O’Daly of Meath, and many other poets,
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were plundered by Lord Furnival. We know of but one poem now extant
ascribed to this author. It begins ¢ Hul Gallyng éy con Hoill, uag ym
Bul naé caormm,” « A ery of an Engllsh hag over English men, that isa
cry that I lament not.” This poem is, by several writers, attributed to
Mahon O’Reilly, Lord of Clann Mahon. It was occasioned by the de-
struction of eighteen castles of the English, bordering on Breifne, and
the laying the country, from Drogheda to Dublin, under contribution,
by Thomas O’Reilly, Lord of that part of Breifne called Clann Mahon by .
descent from his father, and prince of all the districts of East Breifne
by consent of the tribes. ‘
See under the year 1380.

A. D. 1418.

" cLIx. At this time lived GioLLa Josa M‘FirnBis, the famous antiquary
of Leacan, by whom, with the assistance of others, that valuable trea-
sure of Irish Antiquities, called ¢ Tue Book oF Leacax,” was compiled.
We cannot say what parts of the Book of Leacan were the original
_compositions of this writer ; but at folio 40, b. col. 2, is given a poem of
two hundred and forty verses, beginning ¢ 2l &cy Danba na mbedans,”
“ O ye learned of Ireland, of illustrious descent;” by the last rann of
which we find that Giolla Iosa M‘Firbis was the author. And at the
bottom of the same page the reader is requested to “ pray for M¢Firbis,
who wrote this Book for generations that will succeed him for ever;
and it was in the time of Rory O’Dovwd the Book was written.”

Maoil-Tosa M‘Firbis, was also the author of a poem of three hundred

and seventy-six verses, beginning ¢ Rewif ddam a Ohé do nmim,” ¢ Make
ready to me, O God of Heaven,” giving the synchronisms of the Roman
Emperors with the monarchs of Treland, from Augustus Casar to the Em-
peror Theodosius.

* This poem is to be found in.the Book of Leacan, folio 180, a. col. 1.

cLx. At this time also ﬂourisined Apam O’Currnin, Historiographer of
Breifne. He was the writer of the Book of Conquests, or Invasions, and



OXV.

-the Synchronisms of the Assyrian, Persian, and Grecian kings with the
monarchs of Ireland, and of the monarchs with the provincial kings of
Freland, contained in the Book of Ledcan, as appears by a memorandum
at the end of that tract, at folio 30, b. thus, ¢ fimz, Atam o Crxpnin b0
15mb b0 Gilld trd mac Pipbiyig .1. d'ollai o Fhiaépag, diio Oot O° cceco zrm.”
¢ Finis, Adam O’Cuirnin wrote for Giolla Iosa M‘Firbis, i. e. for the
Professor of Hy Fiachra, A. D. mcccexnn.” :

- 'Whether O’Cuirnin was the original compiler of the Book of Conquests
and Synchronisms, or merely the transcriber of the work from the com-
pilations of some other persons, we are not at present able to say. The
work, however, is a very valuable document for the History of Ireland,
commencing with the_earliest account of time, and carried down to the
perioed that Roderick, son of Hugh, son of Cathal Croibhdhearg (red-hand)
O’Conor was king of Conaght, and Torlogh, son of Teige, son of Brian
Boroimhe, was king of Munster. Turlogh dethroned his uncle Donogh,
and took upon himself the government of Munster in A. D. 1086.

cLx1. Cotemporary with the two last-mentioned writers was MoRroGH
riabhach O’CuinpiLis, and who, like them, was concerned in the com-
pilation of the Book of Leacan. We are not able to point out any tracts
or poems of the original compositions of this writer; but at the eénd of
the Uraicepht, or Book of Ferceirtne, at folio 162, b. col. 1, of the Book
of Leacan, it appears that he was the transcriber of that tract, and that
he wrote it for his friend MFirbis, to whom he gives his blessing in
addition. : .
" The Book of Leacan has been so often referred to of late, and is, in
fact, a book of such consequence to all who are desirous of an acquaint-
ance with Irish antiquities, that it may be necessary here to give an
abridged account of its contents.

The Book of Leacan consisted originally of six hundred and twenty-
four pages, closely written, with a great numier of contractions, on
vellum of a large size. It was the work of several hands, as appears by
the hand-writing, and by the account given of the three last-mentioned
writers. ~ At present the first nine folios are lost. It begins with that

- part of the Book of Conquests, or Invasions, that treats of the Firbolg-
T
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ian colony, and continues the History of Ireland -down to the twelfth
century. In the course of this work are given extracts from the Psalter
of Cushel, the Book of Glendalough, &c. and a great number of
historical poems, the compositions of our earliest and most estcemed
bards. In it are also introduced the Synchronisms of the Babylonian, As-
syrian, Grecian and Roman kings and emperors, with our monarchs,
and the synchronisms of our monarchs with our provincial kings. ‘This
work forms the basis of O’Flaherty’s Ogygia, and from it Doctor Keating
extracied the materials for his History of Ireland. .

At folio 58, b. col. 1, is given the pedigree of the Saints of Ireland,
in verse. '

At folio 64, b. col. 2, begins an account of the principal families whe
possessed Ireland at the time of writing the book, with the chiefs who
then presided over each, and the filiations of their tribes. This subject
continues to folio 148, where the Leabhar Breathnach, or Book of the
Britons, commences. This latter book is taken from the British author
Nennius.

At folio 151 begins the Uraicepht, in the hand-writing of Morogh ria-
bhach O’Cuindilis.

At folio 163, a catalogue of Saints, and the families from whom they. -
descended.

At folio 164, a. col. 4, a vocabulary of obscure words.

At folio 168, a. col. 1, an account of the different orders of poets.

At folio 172, a religious poem by St. Cuimin.

At folio 175, an account of Fochaidh, Feidhlioch, and Meidhbh queen
of Conaght, and an account of that province. At that same folio begins
an account of the Athach Tuatha, or plebeians, who overturned the
established government of the Milesians, at the end of the first century
after Christ.

At folio 180, Giolla Iosa M¢Firbis’s poem on the synchronisms of the
Roman emperors with the monarchs and provincial kings of Ireland.

At folio 184, commences the Book of Rights, ascribed to St. Beinin.

At folio 193, an account of famous women of antiquity.

At folio 198, a poem of three hundred and seventy-four ranns, giving
the names of the wives and mothers of the monarchsand kings of Ireland.
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: At folio 203, begins the ledbg uiimneac, or Munster Book, giving an
account of the descendant of Heber, the eldest: son of Milesius. This
contains a great quantity of mterestmg matter relating to the history of
Munster.

At folio 221, Etymology of Irlsh proper names, in alphabetical order.

At folio 224, Account of the kings of Conaght from the time of Olioll
and Meidhbh to Brian, son of Eochaidh Moighmheodhain.

At folio 281, The leabg & reancdary, or History of remarkable Places
in Ireland, giving an account of the derivation of their names. This
tract wants something in the beginning, but a perfect copy of it is in the
Book of Ballimote, and another in Sir William Betham’s large Irish
manuscript.

- At folio 264, Account of the Creation of the World, of the Patriarchs,
&c. tracing the ancestors of the Milesians, from Adam to their settle-
ment in Egypt, and afterwards through Scythia, Spain, &c. to Ireland.
This continues to the end of the book, at folio 312.

This last-mentioned tract may be considered as another leabg Eabala,
or Book of Conquests and a great number of poems, from our best
authors, are given as authority for the facts related therein.

The Book of Leacan was once the property of Trinity College, from
the library of which it was taken, by order of James 1I., brought to
France, and deposited by him in the archives of the Irish College at
Paris, in the presence of a notary, who attended for that purpose, as
we are assured by the Abbé Mac Geoghegan, in the Preface to his History
of Ireland. 1In the year 1787, through the influence and patriotic zeal of
the Chevalier O’Reilly, (who, though born in France, still felt a warm
attachment to the land of his forefathers), the book, in the expectation
that its contents would be translated and published, was, by the consent
of the Irish seminary and the Archbishop, restored to its native country,
by the superior of the Irish college at Paris, who gave it to the late
General, then Colooel, Vallancey, to be lodged in the library of the
Royal Irish Academy, where it now remains, and where, through the
obliging indulgence of that erudite body, the writer of this account hag
had an opportunity of consulting it and other valuable Irish manuscripts,
and noting their contents. '
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The learned General, who brought the book back té Ireland, in the
account which he gives of it in his Green Book, already mentioned under.
the year 1390, supposes it to have been in the library of Trinity College, .
Dublin, long after the time in which the Abbé Mac Geoghegan says it
was taken from this country. He says it was lent by Doctor Raymond to
a person of the name of Thady Naghten, from whom it was stolen by
one Egan, who gave it to his master, Judge Marlay, in whose library it
was at the time of his death. He says the book was afterwards carried
to Paris; but by whom, or by what means procured from the heirs of _
the Judge, he does not inform us. Against the authority of Abbé Mac
Geoghegan there is nothing to support the General’s conjecture, unless
we take the mention made of the book by the learned Edward Lhuyd, -
in his Archzlogia Britannica, as a kind of collateral proof That gen-
tleman published his book in 1707, and in it he gives a short table of
the contents of the Books of Ballimote and Leacan, both of which he
says he found in the library of Trinity College. Hence it may be said,
if these books were then in Trinity College, the Book of Leacan could
not have been taken away by James II. But Lhuyd does not say these
books were in Trinity College at the time he was publishing his book ;
and it is well known that he was employed in collecting his materials for
that work a great number of years before he published. It is known
that he was in Ireland for that purpose long before 1690, at which period
he might have consulted the Book of Lea'can, and James might have
subsequently removed it to Paris.

In the account given of the Book of Ballimote, under the year 1390,
we have given reasons to suppose it was that book that Doctor Raymond
had lent to O’Naghten, and that the Book of Leacan was not in the
College library when he procured for Dermot O’Connor, the translator
of Doctor Keating’s History of Ireland, a loan of the Book of Ballimote.
In addition to this, the writer of this account has the authority of his
venerable friend, the late Chevalier O’Gorman, to say, that he frequently
consulted the Book of Leacan, in the library of the Irish College at,
Paris, upwards of seventy years ago. Hence it may be safely concluded,
that the Abbé Mac Geoghegan, who had the best means of obtaining
information on Irish affairs about the period of the Revolution, must be
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correct, when he says the Baok of Leacan was earried to Franee by
James the Second.

A. D. 1420..

cixil. Groroa-ra-Naomu O’Huipurin, a learned historian, died this
year, according te the Annals of the Four Masters. He was author of
a topographical poem, intended as a Supplement to John O’Dugan’s.
Tmdlldm Timéedll nd fosld. We have seen, under the year 1372, that John
O’Dugan has given an account of the chief tribes. and territories of
Leath Conn, (Meath, Ulster, and Conaght). at the time of the Anglo-
Normap invasion. O’Huidhrin’s work gives an account of the principal
families of Leath Mhogha, (Leinster. and Munster) and the districts
occupied by them, at the same period. The poem consists of seven
hundred and eighty verses, beginning ¢ Tuille peaga dp €1y 0f,” “ An
addition of knowledge on sacred Erin.”

A very valuable copy of this poem, in the hand-writing of Cucoigcriche

O’Clery, is in the collection of MSS. helonging to the Assistant Secretary
to this Society.

cixiir. In this year also died ANcus, son of CarroLL buidhe (yellow)
O’DaLv. He was author of the two following poems, of which copies
are in the library of John Mac Namara, Esq. a Member of this Society.

1. A poem of one hundred and thirty-six verses, beginning CTomuy mup
Cpudaina ag cludin Frao,” “ Dimensions of the wall of Cruachan at
Fraoich’s retreat.” This poem is, by some, ascribed to Angus.roe O’Daly,
who died A. D. 1350. The subject is, the description of the castle of
Carn Fraoich, erected by Aodh O’Conor, king of Conaght..

2. A poem, beginning «2Ams dan ccmefr « elai Naill,” « Know
this country, O sons of Niall!” one hundred and sixty verses, addressed
to Art O’Maoilsheachlainn, exciting him to take arms against the English,
and rescue his country from their tyranny. Ceopy in collection of John
Mac Namara, Esq.
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+ cLxiv, FereaL, son of Teig, son of Angus roe O’Dary, chief poet of
Corcamroe, also died this year. In the year 1415, this author, together
with Maurice O’Daly of Breifne, Dermod O’Daly of Meath, Hugh og
Mac Cuirtin, Dubthach, son of Eochaidh the learned, and several other
poets, were cruelly plundered by Lord Furnival.

cLxv. In the same year with the three last-mentioned writers died
Coraine O’MaoLconaIRE, a Conaght poet. He is said, by some writers,
to have been the author of the poem beginning ¢ Acd {ufi poptba Fedrd,”
which, on the authority of the O’Clerys, we have ascribed to Giolla
Caoimhghin, or Giolla Kevin. Others, however, say that it was written,
by a Conaing O’Maolconaire, who died A. D. 1314,
" See under the years 1072 and 1314.

cLvi. Donavp, son of Eogan O’Davy, flourished at this period. He
‘was author of a poem on the death of Donald, son of Donald O’Sullivan,
prince of Dunboy, who died in Spain. The poem consists of two hun-
dred and four verses, beginning * Sdn Sbdm s0 Topnedin Ccamum,” “l1n
‘Spain Tarah was interred.”

A fine copy of this poem is in the collection of O’Gara, in the library
of John Mac Namara, Esq.

A. D. 1423.

cxLvii. Under this year the Four Masters record the death of Farran
Mac s Gosnax, a learned historian. He was the transeriber of a great
part of the Book of the O’Kellys, a valuable Irish manuscript, now in
the library of Sir William Betham, and the original author of some of
.the tracts therein contained. At folio 103 of that book, is given a poem
.of two hundred and twenty-eight verses, the composition of this author.
Jt begins « Avam ap macwp ple,” « Adam, father of us all,” and gives the
names of the wives and daughters of several of the Pagan heroes and
deities. This is followed, at folio 104, with an account of the wives of
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the patriarchs, and a synchronism of the Roman emperors with the
monarchs and provincial kings of Ireland, from Julius Cessar and
Eochaidh Feidhlioch, monarch of Ireland, to the Emperor Severus, and
Art the Solitary, monarch of Ireland, from A.D. 220 to 250, in which
latter year he died. After this follows, to the end of folio 111, an account
of the Jewish high priests and the first Christian bishops, the officers of
Saint Patrick’s household, and different members of his family.

We cannot say whether these latter tracts are the original productions
of Faelan Mac a Gobhan or not; but by a memorandum at the bottom
of folio 111, b. col. 2, it is said they were written by Faelan Mac a Gobhan
na scel (of the Histories) for his lord and his friend Bishop Muirchear-
tach O’Kelly. - This prelate was Bishop of Clonfert from A. D. 1378 to
A.D. 1394, at which time he was translated by Pope Boniface IX. to
the See of Tuam, over which he presided as Archbishop, until his death,
on the 29th September, 1407,

The large vellum manuscript of Sir William Betham has been so often
mentioned in the course of this work, that it may gratify the-curiosity of
our readers to give them a short account of its contents. It may very
properly be called the Leabhar Hy Maine, or the Book of the O’Kellys,
as it contains sufficient proofs to shew that it was for them it was com-
piled, and that it remained in possession of a branch of that family until
at least the year 1757. It is a very valuable document, written on vellum
of the largest size, but wants some leaves in the beginning and the end.
In its present state it commences at folio 24, with an account of the dew
scendants of Nial naoighiallach, and gives the pedigrees and filiations of
the most noted families who trace their origin to that monarch. In thig
part are introduced several of the valuable historical poems of Giolla
Caocimbghin, Giolla Modhuda, Giolla na naomh O’Dunn, Erard M‘Coise,
Flann Mainistreach, Fotha ua Caanni, &c. &c. of whose works we have
given a particular description in the course of this work. There are alsa
contained in this part several other ancient historical poems, with the
names of whose authors we are at present unacquainted.

From folio 29 there is a chasm to folio 39, where we meet an account
of the descendants of Maine, son of Niall, of which the principal were
the O’Kellys, the O’Maddens, and other ancient tribes of Roscommon
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and Galway. At folio 40, b. col. 1, is a catalegue of the kings or princes
of Hy Maine, from Ceallach, the 'great ancestor of the family of O’Kelly,
‘from whom they take their name, to Donogh, son of Maoileaghlainn
O’Kelly, who was killed on the 10th of October, 1427, in which year this
partof the book wa: written. This account is in prose, supported by the
a'uthonty of ancient poems, and ends at folie 46, from which to 57 there
"is another chasm.

At folio 57, is part of the Leiunster Book, extracted from the Book of
Glendalogh, giving an account of the descendants of Cathaoir mor, king
of 'Lcinster and monarch of Ireland, at the close of the second century.
Another chasm occurs from folio 58 to folio 65, where we meet with an
account of the men of Ulster, with pedigrees of the principal families of
that prox ince, extracted from the Book of Saul Abbey, in the county of
Down, founded by Saint Patrick, in A. D. 432. In this account -are
comprchended the descendants of Ir, third son of Milesius, who made
settlements for themselves in other provinces, such as the O’Connors of
Kerry ard Corcamroe, the O’ Loghlins of Burren, the O’Moores of Leix,
the O’Farrells-of Annaly, &c. &c
" At folio 80 commences the Munster Book, with < Eber a quo dicitur
Hibernia,” in Insh characters, containing a great quantity of the early
_hlstory of Munster, and the pedigrees and filiations of the chief families
descended from Heber, the eldest son of Milesius.

- At folio 91, b. col. 2, the leaba;‘ Oneatnat, or Book of the Britons,
commences with Ego Nennius, in Irish characters, and continues to folio
94, a.col. 1.~ At the head of this tract there is a memorandum, which
says that Nennius was the author, and that Giolla Caoimhghin translated
it into Scotic. '
* At folio 94, a. col. 1, is Eochaidh O’Floinn’s poem of two hundred
and thirty-two verses, beginning ¢ 2¢a ¢@ié coinyid mie,” tracing the
ancestors of the Irish through the Patriarchs, to their arrival in E ypt
under Niall, son of Fenius Farsaigh (i. e. the Persian).

~ At folio 95, a. col. 1, the l)amfeancalf, or History of Women, giving
an account of the wives and mothers of the kings and chiefs of Ireland,
first in prose, and then in a poem of three hundred and seventy-four
ranns, beginning ?‘bam denagaip na nodeme,” by Giolla Modhuda O’Cas-
sidy.
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At folio 100, b. col. 2, Flann Mainistreach’s poem on-the synchronisms
of the kings and emperors of the Assyrians, Persians, Irish, Greeks,
Romans, &c. .

At folio 103, a. col. 2 Faelan M¢a Gobhan’s productxons, as above-
mentioned, to folio 11}.

From folio 113 to the end of folio 127, Divine. Poems, Prophécies,. &e.
ascribed to SS. Benin, Bercan, Beg mac Dé, Diring Draoi, Geoffry O’Clery,
Donogh mor O’Daly, Maolmuire O’Leanain, &c. &c.

At folio 127, a. col. 1, begins an account of the Israehtes from the
days of Abraham, &c. to folio 133, where is an account of the death of
Dermod, son of Fergus Ceirbheoil, monarch of Ireland, from A.D. 5§44
to 565.

At folio 135, the Book of nghts ascribed to St. Beinin,, of wlnch we
have already given a particular account.

From folio 139 to folio 143, Historical Poems, by Giolla Caonmghm,

John O’Dugan, and others of our most esteemed bards and historians.
At folio 143 commences the Dinn Seanchas, or History of noted Places
in Ireland. We have given a full account of this production when treat-
ing of Amergin M‘Amal«raldh A. D. 550, and of the Book of Ballimote,
under the year 1390.

At folio 172, John O’Dugan’s poem on the wonderful things of Ireland,
four hundred and eighty verses, beginning * elp«l wpEap Talmdn Toiug,”
“ Western Erin of fruitful lands.”

At folio 173 an historical poem on the building of Babylon. Omn the
same folio Giolla Caoimhghin’s poem, beginning ¢ Anddlas dnall rle,”
followed by three poems en Irish Topography, &ec.

At folio 174, O’Dugan’s Irish Vocabulary, beginning ¢ fopur pocat
trawszedp Lib,” followed, on the same folio, by two poems on the birth of
Christ.

At folio 175, John O’Dugan’s poem on the battles of Cormac O’Cumn,
beginning ¢ Tedamarpn na mg pars Copmuare,”

At folio 176, are three anonymous historical poems.

At folio 177 commences a vocabulary of hard words, and etymology of
some proper names, in alphabetical order.

s
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At folie 184, another vocabulary, not in alphabetical order; and on the
same folio; the etymelogy of Irish proper names. :
At folio 188, the monarch Cormac’s royal precepts to hls son Cairbre

Liffeachair.
At folio 190, account of several remarkable things in Ireland, of which

thtere were three of each kind.

At folio 191; a. col. 2, commences the Irish Prosody; an account of
the Bardic profession and qualifications necessary for the different orders
of bards, the Uraiceapht, or Primer of the Bards; account of the Ogham,
or secret writing, &e. to folio 201.

From folio 201, to the end of the book at folio 216, are several poems
by our earliest and most esteemed Fileas. 'Some of these are authentic
history, and others are mixed with fable. ' Of this latter description are
the poems on the Knights or Heroes of the Red Branch; sach as Cu-
chullen, Conall, Cearnach, Curaidh mac Daire, Fergus mac Roigh, &c.
and of the Fianna Eirionn, or famous Irish militia, commanded by Fionn
Mac Cubhail, (the Fingal of Macpherson), such as Goll mac Moirne,
Dermod O’Duibhne, Caoilte Mac Ronan, Conan 'maol, Oisin the poet,
Oscar, son of Oisin, &c. &c.

From the above short account it will be seen, that this book contains
the chief part of the matter to be found in the Books of Ballimote and
Leacan ; in addition to which, are several other valuable pieces, which
render it a most interesting document to the Irish historian and anti-

quary.

) A. D. 1425.

cLxvin, In this year died Taovas, sonr of Giolla-na<naomh, Mac-a-
Gognuan, or SmitH, surnamed Mac craith na sgel. He was chief gene-
alogist of O’Loghlainn of Corcomroe. It is probable he was the author
oe transcriber of the Irish manuscript book, mentioned by Nicholson, in
his Irish historical library, as being in the library of the Duke of Chan-
dos, under the title of ¢ Collectanca Magraithi Mac Gowna, de Genealo-

gits Sanctorum Hiberniee.
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A. D. 1430.

cLxix. About this time flourished Acnus O’DaLy #FrowN,  surnamed
na diadhacta, (of the divinity). He. was author of the following pieces.
. 1. A poem of forty verses, beginning “ Cpeiom suic @ Ohé heiine,” < I
‘believe in thee, Oh Grod of heaven.” This is a thanksgiviag after Com-
munion. )

2. A poem on the benefits arising to man from-the incarnation of the
son of God ; forty-eight verses, beginning ¢ To{di yide {anu{ Hahpel,”
¢ The salutation of Gabriel is the beginaing of peace.” - ‘

3. A poem beseeching the intercession of Saint John the Baptist,
sixty verses, beginning * Zuse opm, «t €om Dairre,” « Pray for me, Oh
John Baptist.”

Copies of these three poems are in the MS. collection of the Assistant
Secretary. '

4. ‘A peem, beginning ¢ Sopaw les eile a Chayit,” ¢ Farewe]l with thy
companion, © Cashel,” two hundred and eight verses on the death of
Donald M¢Carthy, princc of Desmond, who died, according to the Annals
of the Four Masters, A. D. 1409. This chief, the poet informs us, died
without issue. . :

Copy in O’Gara’s book, in the library of J. M‘Namara, Esq.

crxx. Hoen ©O’Davy, chief poet of O’Reilly, prince of East Breifne,
died this year. He wrote a poem on the marriage of Eoghan na feasoige
(of the beard) O’Reilly, with ‘Gormly, the danghter of Tiernan mor
O’Rourke, prince of West Breifne, an imperfect copy of which, together
with some other imperfect peems by: the same author, are in the collection
of the Anmsistant Secretary. The poem on the marriage of his patran
with O’Rourke’s daughter begins « 3y doibm surc ¢ Dbaéigne,” Happy is
it for thee, Oh Breifne.” '
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A. D. 1440.

cLxxt. About this time flourished Gorrrey O’CiLery, of whose pro-

ductions, four pocms, on religious subjects, are preserved in an ancient
.and valuablé vellum MS. in the library of Sir William Betham.

-1. Upon the respect that Christians should have for Friday above the
other days’ of thé week; one hundred and thirty-two verses, begmnmo'
« Tabpias ondn don deme,” ¢ Give reverence to Friday.” "

In this poem the author shews that on Friday our Lord Jesus Christ
died for the sins of mun ; on Friday Saint Stephén was stoned;- Saint John
the Baptist beheaded ; -Saints' Peter and Paul crucified, &e. &c.

‘2. Upon the gift of tongues to the Apostles, and the differerit nations
to which each of them preached the Gospel ; one hundred and forty-four .
verses;-beginning « (Dt na comdreas coviean OF;” ¢ The spouse of God
well merits support.”

8. Upon the instability of earthly dwellings, and the kingdom of God
as the permanent abode to which man should aspire; one hundred and
twenty-four verses, beginning ¢ fada go Tuigm mo Tedé,” “ Long until I
go to my hoase.” :

4. A poem begmnmo- « OUZIS 1apaéT dwsleacas pe a Thapba,” « It is

right to return a loan with its profit ;” one hundred and twenty-elght
verses.

cLxxil. At this time flourished Brian roe M‘CoinMuripne, a retainer of
the houses of O’Neill and O’Donnell. He was author of the followincr
poems :

1. On the O’Neill family, shewmtr that to them belonged the sovereignty
~of Ireland. This poem consists of one hundred and fifty-six verses,

beginning ¢ Teaman Hac darle a mbi ,u,”  Tarah is every town where a
klna ds. 2

Copy in‘the library of John M<Namara, Esq.

2. On Neachtan, son of Torlogh an fhiona (of the wine) O’Donell,
prince of Tirconell, one hundred and forty-eight verses, beginning
¢ lomdd rppwm dap Ullzcarg,” ¢ The Ultonians have great respect.”

Copies in the possession of Rev. Doctor O’Brien, and of the Assistant
Secretary.
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A. D. 1441,

cLxxnr. Mao1rin, son of Tanaidhe, son of Paidin O’MaovLcoNAIRE, chief’
poet of the Siol Muireadhaigh (O’Connors of Conaght) died on the 13th"
of February this year, according to the Annals of the Four Masters. ' He .
was author of the poem beginning ¢ Ohgw m eoluy dollam,” ¢ The
knowledge of a professor behoves a king,” one hundred and sixty-four
verses, upon the division of Conaght between Cathal Crobh-dhearg
(red-hand) and Brian Luighneach, the two sons of Torlogh, (the great)
O’Conor, king of Conaght and monarch of Ireland, who died A.D.
1156. The poet gives an account of the districts and boundaries of eath
son’s share, and a list of the descendants of Brian who obtained the -go-"
vernment of the entire province of Conaght, and the number of years’
that each prince ruled.

A copy of this poem is in the hands of the Assistant Secretary.

A. D '1446.

_cLxxiv. TaNaione, son of Maoilin, son of Tanaidhe O’MAOLCONAIRE,
died about the feast of Easter, this year, and was buried in the monas-
tery of Ballybogan. He was author of the poem begiuning « 2 &ccye
banbas co mblaw,”  Oh ye learned of Ireland with great renown,” twelve
verses, on the battle of Tenus, in Ibh-Failge, fought between Heber
and Heremon, two sons of Milesius, A. M. 2935, in which the former
lost his life. : ‘ '

Copy in the Book of Leacan, fol. 13, col. 4, and in the Book of
Conquests, by the' O’Clerys, in possession of the Assistant Secretary. -
cLxxv. DonaLp Mac an Crasaien (the fat) O’Correy, and. his two
sons, were killed this year at Lough Ainnin, in West Meath, by the
descendants of Art O’Maoilseachlainn, and by the sons of Fiacha
Mageoghan. He was, as the Four Masters say, “ a good leader of an
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army, and well skilled in poetry.” He was author of the poem begin-
ning “ Tdipe pioc d imc Mhuptasd,” “ Be cautious, oh son of Morogh,”
one hundred and sixty-eight verses, cautioning the. prince of- Leinster to
be prepared to resist the attacks of the English.

A copy of this poem, beautifully written on paper about the year 1600,
is in the collection of the Assistant Secretary.

A. D. 1448.

cLxxvi. The Annals of Comaght, and of the Four Masters, under this
year,.record the death of “ Tapac or Trice oe, son of Giolla Columb
O’Hieain, first preceptor of the poets of Eirin and Alba,” (Ireland and
Scotland). He was author of the following poems

1. In praise of the river Shamuon, forty-two verses, beginning « 2l
Stondmd Crno céd éatarg,” * O Shannon of Conn of hundred battles.”

Copy with Assistant Secretary.

2. A poem beginning “ 2Acdid Ty compaic um ¢iof,” They are three
that contend on my account,” one hundred and twenty-four verses,
shewing that the world, the flesh, and the dev il contend against his
npmtual good. Copy in collection of John M‘Namara, Esq. .

3. A peem beginning « O’y apd treart tig dn cobay,” “ From the North
-the assistance came,” one hundred and forty-four verses, on the mighty
deeds of Niall og O’Neill. .

Copy in the collection of John M‘Namara, Esq.

4. A poem beginning ¢ (Dép mo &vd b0 Sumas Tharsg,” ¢ Gireat my share
of serrows for Teig,” one bundred and ninety-two verses, on the death
of Teige O’ Conor, Sligo.

Copy in the co]lectlon of Jobn M‘Namara, Esq.

5. A poem, beginning < Anowy do Tuigywe Tavg,” “ Now Teige was
taken,” one hundred and sixty verses, on the death of Teige O’Kelly.

Copy in the collection of John M‘Namara, Esq.

6. A poem begianing ¢ puilmgis bup lein « lerz Churs,” « Suffer your
sorrows, oh Leath Chuinn,” one bundred and sixty-four verses, on the
. death -of Ulick Burke.

Copy with John M‘Nanrara, Esq.
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7. A poem beginning “?Anoct ypdoilid n1d ygola,” « To-night are dis- |
solved the schools,” one hundred -and twelve verses, on the death of

Feargal roe O’Higgin.
Copy in the collection of John M‘Namara, Esq.

The poem beo'mnmg « Od poii comipomd ay cie Medl,” which we have

on good authority given to Owen M‘Craith, under 1395, is, by some
writers, ascribed to this author.

A. D. 1450.

cLxxvir. At this time flourished Jouw, son of Rory, M*CamTn, the

- chief historian of the Dalcassian or North Munster tribes. He wrote, in
the year 1459, the Caipém Coysedliais, or Catalogue of the batiles of

Turlogh, containing an account of the wars of Thomond for upwards of

two hundred years, from the landing of Henry II in Ireland, to the

death of Lord Robert de Clare, A. D, 1318..

cLxxviu. At this time also lived Terce, son of'Josepb, O’Cassipy,. of
Coole. He was. physician to the Maguires, prmces of Fermapagh, and

wrate a treatise on Medicine, a copy of which is in the.collection.of ﬂw '

Assistant Secretary.

A.D. 1460;

cLxxix. JouN O’Crupnain flourished about this period.. He was-
author of a poem in praise of Aodh, or Hugh, son of Owen. O’Conor,
one hundred and eighty-eight verses, beginning “ Oopn 101 d&n 1 duyatd,”
A hand between poetry and. couragc

A fine old copy of this poem is in the collection: of the Assistant Sc»
cretary.
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1z ' A. D. 1468.

cLxxx. JouN Mac Coixmmipue, or Conway, died this year. He was
author of the poem, beginning « Rug an bdy baite « nemg,” * Death
carried the palm of victory,” two hundred and ninety-six verses, on the

death of Niall og O’Neill, prince of Tir-Eoghan (Tyrone.)

Copy in the collection of John M‘Namara, Esq.

cLxxx1. Cotemporary with John Mac Coinmhidhe was Doxocn O’Bove-
AtDH, or BouLGer, a physician, who wrote some tracts on medicine,
and transcribed the works of others on that subject. A large book,
containing near five hundred pages, beautifully written on vellum, in
O’Bolgei’s handwriting, is in possession of the Assistant Secretary Bya
memorandum at the end of one of the tracts contained in this book,
which treats of the medicinal virtues of herbs, minerals, &c. it appears
that it was first written at Mount Pelier, in France. The date of the
transeript is then given in these words and characters: « (.cccc.tz.ur.
Tiin 50 Epitnigad an leabap yo, le Oofitas h. Dollcear, dgay amry la géil Frnén,
dpar d cémdntd dqudpivy 80 w1 m Tered, dgdy € vo bo iftep Domnarg, agay
a ceatdip map mgimp Gy do bi wm Bliasam ym” ¢ M.CCCC.LX.VI. the
time this book was finished by Donogh O’Bolgai (Boulger) and the day
was the feast of Saint Finian, and the Moon was in the sign Aquarius,
and four was the golden number of that year.”

Besides the tract above mentioned, there are separate treatises upon
the diseases of the head, and other members of the human body, in which
many of the Arabian physicians are frequently quoted.

Towards the end of the book there is a translation of Aristotle’s
Treatise “ On the Nature of Matter,” but it does not appear whether
O’Bolgai was the translator, or only a transcriber.

. The last: article in' this book is a law tract, regulating the rewards to

“be paid to physicians by different ranks in society. The language of this

law tract, and the matters contained in it, prove it to' have been written

at a mugh earlier period than that in ‘which the rest of the book was
written. .
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A. D. 1481.

cLxxxit, CoNor Roe M¢CoinmMuipue died this year. He was author of
a poem on the death of Brian O’Neill, eighty-four verses, beginning
“ toninam Tdi1 atd & 1Ooie,” “ Precious are the relicks that are in
Derry.”

Copy in the library of John M‘Namara, Esq.

A. D. 1498.

cLxxxnL CatraLp Mac Macnus (Charles Maguire) died this year, o
the 10th of the calends of April. He was author of those Annals of
Ireland, called “Annals of Bally M<Magnus,” “‘Senatensian Annals,” and
‘ Annals of Ulster.” They commence with the reign of Feradach Fionn-
fachtnach, monarch of Ireland, A. D. 60, and are carried down to the
author’s own time. They were afterwards continued to the year 1504, by
Roderick O’Cassidy, Archdeacon of Clogher.

The Annals of the Four Masters give the character, and relate the
death of Cathald, in words, of which the following is a literal transla-
tion: “ Mac Magnus of Seanaigh, 1. e. Cathal og, son of Cathal, son of
Cathal, son of Giolla Patrick, son of Mathew, &c. was master of a house:
of general hospitality, and a public victualler in Seanaidh Mac Magnus ;
Canon of the Choir in Ardmagh, and -in the Bishoprick of Clogher;
Parson of Iniscaoin; Deacon of Lough Erne; and Deputy of the Bishop-
of Clogher, for fifteen years before his death. He was an encourager-
and protector of learning and science in his own district; a treasured
branch of the Canons; a fountain of love and mercy to the poor and:
unprotected of God’s people. It was he who collected and brought
together many books of Annals, from which he compiled the Annals of
Bally Mac Maguus, for himself. He died of the small pox on the 10th
of the calends of April, on a Friday, in particular, in the sixtieth year of
his age.”

t
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These Annals are partly Irish and part Latin. A copy of this work, in
folio, written on vellum, is in the library of Trinity College, Dublin.

A. D. 1501.

cLxxxiv. The Annals of the Four Masters under this year, record the
death of Donald O’Higgin, teacher of the schools of Ireland in poetry,
after his return from a pilgrimage to the church of Saint James, in Spain.
The Annals of Conaght say he died in 1502. He was a native of the
county of Sligo, and author of a poem, consisting of one hundred and
thirty-two verses, beginning ¢ (ewde nat éadman Cine,” “ Woful that not
jealous is Erin,” in praise of John, sonof Alexander M‘Donald. -

Copy with the Assistant Secretary.

ot —

A. D. 1504.

cLxxXV. PIERcE, son of Thomas O’Cassidy, of Coola, Maguire’s pro-
fessor of physic, died this year. He wrote on the nature and cure of
different diseases incident to the human frame.

A copy of his work is in the collection of the Assistant Secretary.

A. D. 1508.

cLxxxvl. GeorrFreY O’Davry, fionn, died this year, according to the
Annals of Conaght. To this author we are indebted for the following
poems:

1. One hundred and eighty-four verses, beginning ¢ Maing meallay
mxpn dn Trdogail,” « Woe to him whom the riches of the world deceive,”

upon the folly of great attachment to worldly matters.
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2. A poem of two hundred verses, beginning “ Oo tégbais meinge up-
¢ava,” ¢ The standard of Morogh was raised,” in praise of Morogh
O’Madden, prince of the Siol nAmchadha, or tribe of (?’Maddens. The
author compares the actions of his hero to those of his namesake, Mo-
rogh, son of Brian Boroimhe, at the battle of Clontarf.

3. A poem of two hundred verses, beginning “ Mas panm.Sedé bus
pearac,” < If you are inquisitive you will be knowing,” upon Irish gram-
mar. It treats of the parts of speech, and the genders.of nouns.

4. A pocem of two hundred and four verses, beginning ¢ 2 Thedndice
dédnd mo vdil,” ¢ Oh Gerald, do my bidding.” This poem is addressed
to Gerald, son of Maurice, Earl of Desmond, requesting his powerful
protection.

Fine copies of this author’s works are in. the collection of the Assistant.
Secretary.

A. D. 1510..

cLxxxvil, Owen Roe M‘an Buatrp (Ward), chief poet of Tirconnel,.
died this year. He was author of many poems, none of which have come-
under our notice, except one, consisting of one hundred and thirty-six
verses, on the death of Donald O’Donell. It begins Zedrs an asagyr
dp edy puds,” « Sloth this night on Eas Roe.” -

Copy of this poem in collection of the Assistant Secretary.

A.D. 1511.

cLxxxvil. At this time flourished Ca1rRBRE O’MAaoLCORAIRE, a famous.
scribe, who made a beautiful copy of one of our ancient Law tracts, that
-had been glossed or commented on by Donogh, son of Cairbre M*Aodh-
again, or M‘Egan. This tract was once the property of the author of
the Archzologia Britannica, and afterwards of Sir John Seabright, who
made a present of it, and several other valuable Irish manuscrips, to the
library of Trinity College, where it now is, in class H. 54. '
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A. D. 1518.

cLxxxix. Crotnruapn, son of Athairne O’Heocnusa, died this year,
according to the Four Masters. He was author of a poem in praise of
the O’Rourkes, beginning ¢ Drme nd grileas pxl Rudpcas,” « Nurse of the
poets is the family of O’Rourke ;”’ one hundred and thirty-two verses.

A fine copy of this poem is in O’Gara’s collection, in the library of
John Mac Namara, Esq.

A. D. 1520.

cuxc. Teice o O’Davy flourished at this time. He was author of
a poem, consisting of one hundred and forty verses, beginning M
clram gabala gndy O&,” ¢ No deceitful prize is the grace of God,” on
the great advantage of living in a state of grace, and of the goodness of
God.

Copy in possession of the Assistant Secretary.

~cxcr. At this time also lived Brian caoca O‘DaLy, author of a poem

‘on confidence in God, one hundred and forty-four verses, beginning

“ Odmgean conpds pd dine pig,” A secure contract in the promise of God.”
Copy in collection of the Assistant Secretary.

A. D. 1532,

cxcn. Manus, son of Aodh O’DoneLL, of the princely family of Tir-

" Conell, died this year. He was author of a Life of Saint Patrick, written
in his native language, often quoted by Colgan and other writers.

About this period flourished a poet, also of the name of Manus

O’Donell, but we are not able to say whether he be the same person that
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wrote the Life of Saint Patrick, or not. Some short poems of his com-
position are in possession of the Assistant Secretary.

1. A poem of twelve verses, beginning ¢ Cpoise ldn do ymramcigb,”
A heart full of meditations.”
2.A poem of twelve verses, beginning  Odp leam 1 galap e Hds,”
¢ In my opinion, love is a disease.”
. 3. A poem of twenty-four verses, begmmng ¢ Cytoise {0 dd Fow udivie,’
¢ This is a heart that is about to be stolen from us.”

4. A poem of twelve verses, beginning ¢ Hoipc dnott deyeds mo ygél,”
¢ Painful to-night is the end of my tale.”

5. A poem, beginning “ May bptatat botc dh bpatdip weit,” “ If the
fat brother be a poor brother,” (a friar).

“A. D. 1541,

cxci. In this year died Roperick O’Cassiny, Archdeacon of Clogher.
He wrote a continuation of the Ulster Annals, from 1498, where they
were ended by Cathal Mac Guire, to the year 1504, and added some
things to the first part.

This work is in the library of Trinity College.

A. D. 1550.

- cxctv. LoeHLAINY O’Davy flourished at thas period. He was author
of the following pieces: :

1. A poem of eighty-four verses, beginning ¢ Udignedt d tdor o tedd nd
mbpatan,” ¢ Solitary art thou, Oh house of the brothers,” upon the
expulsion of the Franciscan friars from their convents, in the reign of
Heunry the Eighth.

2. A poem of one hundred and thirty-two verses, beginning ¢ (eatlcan
mde di tdoy ddnd,”  We, the people of song, are deceived.”
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3. A poem of one hundred verscs, beginning « Citic *nap gabaddp
Baosil,” « Where did the Gathelians find shelter,” upon the ceparatlou
and dispersion of the Irish.

4. A poem, beginning ¢ fogur cabdin do &moé béyne,” < Assistance is
near the country of Burren,” upon the family of O’Loghlain of Burren,
in the west of the county of Clare. ,

8. The poem, beginning ¢ €ii« ddlca Chapbpe puais,” which we have
given, from good authority, to Flann Mainistreach, is, by some writers,
ascribed to Loghlainn O’Daly.

See Flann Mainistreach, or Flann of Bute, under the year 1056.

Copies of these poems are in the collection of the Assistant Secretary.

A. D. 1554.

cxcv. TEeIGE, son of Aodh O’Correy, the chief teacher of poetry in
Eire and Alba, (Ireland and Scotland) died this year, according to the
Four Masters. He was author of the following pieces:

1. A poem of sixty-eight verses, beginuning ¢« Cpaii Jeoll nd cpriie an
&tot ndomta,” ¢ The holy cross is the mast of the world,” in praise of
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, and of the goodness of God in sending
his son to die an ignominious death for the redemption of man.

2. A poem, beginning ¢ folam €ipte d’eaybars Obmdm,” “Ireland is
waste, from the absence of Brian,” one hundred verses, on the death of
Brian O’Connor Failge, (Faly )

Copies of these poems are in the collection of the Assistant Secretary.

cxcvi. At this time lived a poet distinguished by the name of TEeicE
mor O’Corrry, author of a poem in praise of Manus, son of Aodh dubh
‘0’Donell, who gave the writer a mare of his stud for every rann contained
in the poem. It consists of twenty ranns, or eighty verses, beginning ¢ Cia
fle cenppm {édd {xpge?” “ Who sends the gifts of courtship?”

We know not but this and the last-mentioned writer are one and the
same person.

Copy in the library of Rev. Doctor O’Brien,
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A. D. 1556.

cxcvil. The annals of the Four Masters, under this year, record the
murder of ANTHONY, son of WiLLiam O’Correy, by some persons un-
known. He was author of the following pieces:

1. A poem of one hundred and fifty-six verses, beginning ¢ (06 na tapla
dainm Shémdiy,” ¢ Greater than Earl is the name of James.” This was
written in praise of James earl of Desmond, who survived his poet but
one year. .

2. A poem of one hundred and sixty verses, beginning ¢ fasa dn cxime
yo ap &bip n0E.” « Long be this remembrance on the justice of God ;” in
praise of our Lord Jesus Christ, and on the intercession of his mother,
the Blessed Virgin Mary, in favour of sinners.

Copies of these poems are in the possession of the Assistant Secretary

cxcvir. At this time flourished Fearrratua O’Gyivu, (O’Gneeve)
poet to the O’Neills of Clannaboy. He was author of the poem beginning
“ Mo tpuaw map drdid Hdowil,”  Alas for the state of the Gathelians,”
ninety-two verses, upon the miserable state of the Irish in those parts of
the country where the power of the English prevailed.

An imperfect translation of this poem may be seen in 0’Connor’s Dis-
sertations on the History of Ireland, at page 74, Christie’s edition, Dublin,
1812. Copies of the original are in the hands of almost every Irish
scholar.

A. D. 1560.

: L ]

cxcix. At this period flourished FErcar, O’CionGa, (King.) He was
author of a poem upon the merits of Christ’s sufferings, one hundred and
fifty-two verses, beginning “ ayg ar uppd pe héact 5! « Alas! that
subject to his condition is the king.”

A copy of this poem is in the collection of the Assistant Secretary.
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cc. At this time also lived Cormac, son of Giolla Coluim O’Hicerv,
who wrote a poem on the death of Donogh, son of Cathal O’Conor, Sligo,
one hundred and eighty verses, beginning ¢ Sion corctedn cumas Hdorsil,™
« The sorrow of the Gathelians appears in a general shower of tears.”

Copy in O’Gare’s collection in the library of John Mac Namara, Esq.

[

A. D. 1565.

cct. DoraLp Mac CarTay, created first earl of Clan-Carthy this year,
was author of some poems, two only of which have reached us:

1. A small poem, of sixteen verses, beginning « 2lifling tpuag do meup
meip1,” ¢ A sorrowful vision has deceived me.” C
2. A poem of forty-four verses, beginning “U¢ dn u¢! a Whnpe biide,”
¢ Alas! alas! oh benign Mary;” a pious address to the Blessed Virgin

Mary. :
Copies in the collection of the Assistant Secretary.

R ——

A. D. 1566.

ccir. Joun O’MaoLcoNaIRE, called by some of the annalists And olldin
€1puon, (chief poet of Ireland) flourished at the time that Brian na murtha’
(of the bulwarks) O’Rourke was chosen chief of his tribe, after the death
of his brother Aodh buidhe, (the yellow) A.D. 1566. He wrote a poem
in praise of Brian na murtha, one hundred and thirty-six verses, beginning
¢ Puaip bpéipne da diol b0 ydaeglans,” “ Breifne has obtained a prince worthy
of her.” This poem is wrjtten in the Bearla Feine, or Pheenician dialect
of the Irish, and the poet assigns as a reason for his using that dialect,
“because the beapld piyzae, or dialect of plebeians, was unworthy of his
hero.”

A fine old copy of this poem, with an interlined gloss, is in the collection
of Irish MSS. belonging to the Assistant Secretary.
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A. D. 1570.

ccur. At this time lived Axcus O’DaLy Fioxn, surnamed the Divine.
He was author of the following poems :

1. Forty-eight verses on our Saviour’ shumamty, beginning “ Txlle gm
Tparg ddondacd O&,” « A flood without ebb, is the humanity of Ged.”

2. Forty-four verses on the Conception of the Blessed Virgin, begin-
ning « Soigeut balfaun bpu Mxpe,” « A vessel of precious balsam is the
womb of Mary.”

3. Sixty-four verses in praise of God beginning “ Na cx5 ot bég 1o
b0 Oha,” ¢ These fifteen ranns to God.” .

4. Forty-eight verses, in which the poet acknowledges his sins, and’
says it required the blood of a God to cleanse him from them. “This
poem begins ¢ M 1éipn d'don a dimeam pém,” The stains of a man are
not visihle to himself.”

5. A hymn addressed to our Lord Jesus Christ, begmmntr “A tora
dn eydean mo 6dn?’  Oh Jesus do you attend to my song #” .

6. A penitential Address to our Saviour, eighty-eight verses, beginming
“ €t pem’ érlpd a meic Ohppe!” ¢ Hear my faults; Oh Son of Mary!”

7. Twenty-four.verses on the Blessed Sacrament, beginning ¢ Hab mo.
commpce a Chypp tord,” ¢ Be my protection, Oh bedy of Jesns.”

8. Fifty-two verses, beginning ¢ Eman na margodedn matain O¢,” ¢ Sun
of Virgins is the Mother of God.”

9. Forty verses, beginning ¢ Qaing nat moldasi matdy O, « Alas that
I praisc not the mother of God.”

10. Thirty-six verses, beginning ¢ (QaZ an bapdnca bedn mog,” “ Good.
is the authority of a queen.”

- 1L Forty—four verses, beginning « Sac mdigdedn 5o mataip meic,”’
¢ Each virgin to the mother of a son.’ .

12. 'l‘hn't)-two verses, begmmng “ mbpels m mol-rm Ol‘rpe ? ¢ In
falsehood I praise not Mary.”

13. Twenty-four verses, beginning ¢ Mmc oo beapap bedn 5401
“ Often is given a fond woman.”

u
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14. Sixty verses, beginning « Dedn oz mac matdin 10f_a,” “ A woman of
two sons, the mother of Jesus.

15. Forty-eight verses, beginning ¢ (ait w'anacail 4 geing 10e,” “ Good
is my protection against the anger of God.”

The last eight peems in the above list are in praise of the Blessed
Virgin Mary.

€opies of all these poems are in the collection of the Assistant Secre-

tary.

cctv. At this time also Kved Joun BuipaE O’DaLy, author of a poem
in praise of Torlogh Luineach O’Neill, one hundred and sevemty-six
verses, beginning ¢ Ceand nd phogpawie g Utais,” ¢ Chief of kings the
king of Ulster.”

Copy in collection of the Assistant Secretary.

ecv. At the same time with the foregoing lived Owen O’Durry, the
friar, author of a.poem, consisting of three hundred and ninety-six’
verses, o Miler M‘Graith, and some others of the clergy, renouncing the
Catholic, and embracing the Protestant religion, in the reigm of Eliza-
beth. This poem. begins letg d0d comopzuy b%i,”  Leave thy com-
parison te us.”

Copies in the library of John M‘Namara, Esq. and of the Assistant
Secretary. .

covi. Cotemporary with the two last-mentioned writers was DoxaLp
M‘Daire M‘Bruaipeacua, or M‘Brobix, author of the two following
poems :

1. One hundred and sixty verses on James Earl of Desmond, begin-
ning “ Cid 1y rme cape dyv cpfé Netu ” ¢ Which is the oldest charter of
the country of Niall.” '

2. Two hundred and forty-eight verses on Torlogh, son of Donogh
O’Brien, beginning “ Cpead an trdnangd din Fhemgall?” « What is this
dread that is en the foreigners ?”

Copy in the collection of the Assistant Secretary.
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ccvir, At this time lived a DoNaLL M‘DaIre, who, it is probable, was
the same as the last-mentioned writer. There are two poems ascribed to
him, both possessing a good deal of merit. The first consists of one
hundred and sixty-eight verses, beginning ¢ 2 heve gup medld T’ dpmu!”
“ Oh son! that a reproach are thy arms' addressed to some young
man that he calls “ son of the Earl,” but there is no clue to discover
who he was.

. Copy in the collection of John M‘Namara, Esq.

The second poem consists of one hundred and sixteen verses, begin-
ning “ Hedll pe maome mélas OE,” « Pledge of reward the praise of God,”
in praise of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Copy in possession of Assistant Secretary.

A. D. 1580.

ccvit. MurrcaearTaAcE O’Cionea flourished at this time. He was
author of a poem on the birth of onr Lord Jesus Christ, and upon the
benefits that man derives from his sufferings and death. The poem con-
sists of one hundred and eighty-four verses, beginning ** bepe tay cogus
Tigeannd,” “ A pleasant burden is the war of a Lord.”

A fine copy of this poem is in the collection of the Assistant Secretary.

ccix. At this time flourished Fraxw, son of Owen M‘Crarta (Ma-
gratk ) a Munster poet, author of the following poems:

1. One hundred and eighty-four verses on Thomas Butler, tenth Earl
of Ormond, or, as the poet calls him, Earl of Gowran, who succeeded
to that title when but a youth, in 1564, and died in 1614. This poem
begins « €olac me dyt ietpge @ tapld,” “ I know the standard of the Earl.”

2. One hundred and seventy-six verses on Death and Judgment, begin-
ning “ fad m’ra1g m’peandi cdipce,” ¢ Long my grave my charter land.”

Copies of these two poems in possession of the Assistant Secretary.

3. Eighty verses on the miserable state of Ireland, beginning tomsda
éagnac g €y,  Many are the woes of Erin.”

Copy in collection of John M‘Namara, Esq.
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A. D. 1583.

cex. On the 13th of March this year, died FearemAL oG, son of
Fearghal Mac ax Buarkp, author of an Elegy on Hugh, son of Hugh duff
O’Donell, written during the life time of Hugh, two hundred and twenty
verses, beginning ¢ N1 tpat ditpeadny dg%l Chongll,” ¢ No time of sorrow

to the race of Couall.”
‘2. An Elegy on the death of Con, son of Calbhach, son of Hugh, son

of Hugh duff O’'Donell, three hundred and twenty verses, beginming
¢ pll Zasawg rai & €ipe,” ¢ Turn thy face from us, Oh Erin.”

Copies of these in the manuscript collections of Rev. Doctor O'Brien,
and of the Assistant Secretary.

A. D. 1584.

ccxt. Rory, or Roderick, soN or Aopn M‘Crarta, flourished at the
-time that Feagh M‘Hugh O'Byrne was elected chief of his tribe. Copies
of two poems written by him have come down to our time, and are in the
collection of the Assistant Secretary.

1. The Inanguration Ode of Feagh Mac Hugh O’Byrne, one hundred
and twenty verses, beginning “ Fognd cprigte dp éna mbglom, “ A warn-
ing to assemble the race of Brann.”

The Brann here mentioned, was Brann the black, King of Leinster,
‘who died in the year 601, from whom the O’Brainns, or Q’'Byrnes derive
their name and lineage.

2, A poem on the family of O'Byrne, of Ranelagh, thirty-two verses,
beginning “ Ciofidy dtd dn tyeabyd dyzoig,” « How is this tribe within.”

Copies of these poems are in the possession of the family of O’'Byrne,
of Cabinteely; of James Hardiman, Esq. a member of this Society ; and
in the collection of the Assistant Secretary.

cexir. At this time also flourished Owen, son of Huen O’Correy, a
poet of Leinster, and author of the following pieces:
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1. A poem in praise of our Lord Jesus Christ, and of the blessed
Virgin Mary, beginning * Fada crmfigedn céip lemb,” « Long is remem-
bered the justice of a child.” _

2. A poem in praise of Rory O'More, chieftain of Leix. In the course
of the poem the author mentions that twenty-five of the ancestors of his
hero swayed the sceptre of Ireland. This poem consists of two hundred
and four verses, beginning « Qaip1s ceifie  trealdé Haowil,” « Fire still
exists on the hearths of the Gathelians.”

3. A poem in praise of Brian O’Conor, of O’Faly, beginning, ¢ Fdll-
&% corndy cli lgean,” « It is Faly that upholds the fame of Leinster.”

Copies of these poems, in hand-writing nearly the same age as the
original, are in possession of the Assistant Secretary.

ccxir. At this time also flourished Manoxn O’Higeiy, a retainer of the
O’Byrnes. He was author of the following pieces : '

1. A poem in praise of Leinster, and of Felim, son of Feagh M‘Hugh
O’Byrne, one hundred and twenty verses, beginning ¢ Cped &0 éofz cogpds
lalgedn ?°? «« What has impeded the war of Leinster?”

2. A poem shewing that it is a profitable employment to constantly
praise God, and pray for his blessings, one hundred and seventy-six
verses, beginning Naoini:a dn obaip 1ompas OE,” ¢ Praising of God isa
holy work.” This poem is, by some persons, ascribed to Mahon O’Hayne,

Copies in possession of the Assistant Secretary.

ccxirv. At the same time with the four last-mentioned writers lived
Donarp M‘Eocuaipa (M‘Keogh), a retainer of the House of O’Byrne,
of Ranelagh, county of Wicklow. He has left us a poem of forty-four
verses on the return of Felim, son of Feagh M‘Hugh O’Byrne, the chief
~ of his tribe, from a journcy he made to the north. Tt begins ¢ €1yt pem
failcert a Fhéilim,” ¢ Attend to my welcome, oh Felim.”

Copies of this are in the Book of O’Byrne, in the library of James
Hardiman, Esq. and in the collection of the Assistant Secretary.

ccxv. At this period also lived Fercar, son of Lucuatpu \(Lom's')
M¢‘Eocnaipn, or M‘Keogh, the author of a poem upon seven of the
descendants of John O'Byrue, of Ranelagh. 1n thcse are included
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Feagh MHugh O'Byrne and his sons, and Conall end Cathaoir, his
brothers. The poem begins * Méiprerrion laoé lLimgeay Taow,” ¢ Seven
Jeroes that bound to battle.” . '

" Copies in the same collections as those mentioned in the foregoing
article.

ccxvi. Cotemporary with these writers was DonaLp, son of Fearean-
ainm M‘Eocnaion, or M‘Keogh. He was author of an address to
Brian, son of Felim O’Byrne, upon his return frem a voyage to England,

fifty-six verses, beginning ¢ fdilce podc a l)bp.mn i l)bpom,’ “ Welcome to
thee, Brian O’Byrne.”

Copies as before.

ccxvir. At this period also flourished NiaLL O’Rooney, who was also

a retainer.of the O’Byrne’s of Ranelagh, that so long contended against
the English power.

He was author af, the following pieces:

1. A poem in praise of Leinster, and its leader Feagh M‘Hugh, one
hundred and eighty verses, beginning « Q0dp coy &t ay épiot largean,”
« Great-dues of all belongs te Leinster.”

2. A poem on Feagh M<Hugh O’Byrne, ‘one hundred and twelve
verses, beginning ¢ (Oitw crdmc « ccedi {:}méa,” “ It is tuneto go on
Feagh’s account.”

Copies in the boek of O’Byrne, in possession of the O’Byrnes of

Cabinteely, in the llbrary of James Hardiman, Esq. and with the Assist-
ant Secretary.

" ccxvin. Axeus, son of Dory O’Davy, lived at the same time with the
above-mentioned writers. He was author of the following poems:
1. In praise of the O’Byrnes of Ranelagh, sixty verses, beginning
% Ow b « ldoepns Faowil!” “ God be with you, oh Irish heroes !”
Copies as before. '
2. In praise of Ferim, son of Feacu M‘Huca O’Byrxe, chief of the
Gabhail Raghnaill, or O’Byrnes of Ranelagh, and of all the other septs
“of the O’Byrnes at'the latter end of the sixteenth century. This poem
" consists of fifty-two verses, begmmntr “ Rugay dimmbpedtd m,\ Fheilim,”
- ¢ T gave false judgment on Felim.”
Copy in the collection of the Assistant Secretary.
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cexix. DonaLp Carraca M‘Eocuaipn (M‘Keogh), also lived at
this time. He was author of a composition, in verse and prose, in praise
of the O’Byrnes of Ranelagh, particularly Felim, son of Feagh M*Hugh
O’Byrne. It begins ¢ tomsa uppdm aig clow Ld‘cdonp,” “ Many honours
belong to the descendants of Cathaoir.”

The Cathaoir here mentioned, was Cathaoir mér, monarch of Freland
in the second century, from whom the O’Byrnes are descended.

@opies as before.

cexx. At this time also lived M<Amarasoror or M‘AwLny, chief of
Duballow, in the county of Corke. He was a religious man, and the
reputed author of some prophecies, in Irish verse, said to refer to our
times, eopies of which are in the hands of almost every Irish reader.

ccxxl. Dermop O’Correy, a poet of some distinction, also lived about’
this time. He was author of the follewing poems :

1. One hundred and fifty verses on the death of Owen O’Coffey and
his wife, beginning ¢ Od 7éll opcpa oy 1w Wiymg,” « Two clouds of woe
over Uisneach’s land.”

2. One humndred and sixty verses on the death of our Lord Jesus
Christ, beginning * Own cloifie ¢ nécc « natap,” « The protection of the
children is in the death of their father.”

3. One hundred and fifty-six verses on the same subject, beginning
« p-r a beatd by Tigedpna,” « The price of life is the death of a Lord.”

4. One hundred and forty-elght verses, on Christ’s satisfaction, begin-
ning ‘¢ Maipg dy didne andfds bpeitmn,” < Alas, the pleading is agamst
the Judge.”

5. One hundred and fifty-six verses on Christ’s goodness to man,
beginning “ Mdipg nac zait1y go ceds mog,”  Alas, that ¥ had rot re-
course to the house of the king.”

6. One hundred and sixty verses on the same subject, beginning
« Deacaip disnedy edpcd pfog,” ¢ Powerful the argument the tributes of a
kin

Fgme copies of all these poems are in the collectlon of the Assistant
Secretary.
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A. D. 1585.

cexxil. Nicnoras Wavsn, Bishop of Ossory, was killed ou the 14th
of December this year, by a person of the name of James Dullard, who
had been cited by the bishop for adultery. This prelate, with the assist-
ance of John Kearney, treasurer of Saint Patrick’s, Dublin, and Doctor
Nehemiah Donellan, afterwards Archbishop of Tuam, began to translate
the New Testament into Irish, which was afterwards finished by Docsr
William O’Donell, Archbishop of Tuam.

" cexxiit. JouN KeaRrNEY, treasurer of Saint Patrick’s, Dublin, was the
cotemporary and intimate friend of Doctor Walsh, above mentioned. He
wrote and published a catechism in Trish, which was the first book ever
printed in Irish types. He also, with the assistance of his friend Walsh,
and Dr. Nehemiah Donellan, Archbishop of Tuam, began a translation
of the New Testament into Irish. He died about the year 1600.

A. D 1586.

cexxiv. About this time flourished MuircHeARTAGH O’CorFFEY, author
of the following poems :

1. On the salvation of man by the merits of Christ, one hundred and
forty verses, beginning ¢ Ougw Lmf légedy d tapad,” < Perfection of
physician is the cure of his friend.”

2. On the death of Gearoid, or Garrett, Lord of Delvin, one hundred
and forty-eight verses, beginning « Mayg 1 dalean don &1 bpém,”
“ Alas, that sorrow is attendant on the drink.”

3. On William Nugent, who posscssed great power in Delvin, one
hundred and twenty-four verses, beginning “ Do gm clu dic oi5peacdd,”
“ Place of inheritance gives reputation.”

4. On Christopher Nugent, Baron of Delvin, one hundred and eighty-
four verses, beginning ¢ Hedll pe hldplatc dmm’ bapin,” “ The title of
Baron is the promise of an Earldom.”

Fine copies of all thesc poems are in the collection of the Assistant
Secretary.
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A. D. 1587.

cexxv. At this time flourished MaoLmuirg, son of Conula Mc. ax
Buarrp (Ward). He was author of the following poems :

1. An address to red Hugh, son of black Hugh O’Donell, chieftain of
Tirconell, who, in the year 1587, before he had attained the sixteenth
year of his age, was decoyed into the hands of the English, carried to
Dublin, confined in a tower of the Castle, and treated with great eruelty.
In this poem, which consists of one hundred and ninety-six verses, be-
ginning “ tomérp Catrrpre a Aos praw,”  Support thy great afflictions, |-
oh red Hugh,” the author encourages his youthful prince to bear up
against the persecutions of his enemies, and advises him to place his
confidence in God, the defender of the just, and the chastiser of the
wicked.

2. A poem, beginning “ C pead FudpdIy opdm o Qlob » e What hast thou
found on me, oh Hugh,” sixty-eight verses. It appears by this poem
that the author had fallen under the displeasure of Aodh roe, with whom:
‘he remonstrates, asserts that he was always his faithful friend,. even
while he was in unJust captivity with the English, and accuses. Aodh of '
injustice in opposing his interests.

3. A poem, beginning « 2 &¥n tiy acd 1© dendp,” < O castle- below,.
thou art solitary,” one hundred and thirty-four verses, upon the deserted.
state of the castle of Donegal, after its being dismantled- by Aodh- roe
O’Donell, for fear it should fall into the hands of the English.

Fine copies of these poems are in the collection of the Assistant Se~
cretary.

A.D. 1588.

cexxvi. Dusaraaca (Duffy) O’Duicenax, flourished at this time, as:
appears by the twenty-third rann (stanza) of his poem in praise of Aodh,
‘or Hugh, son of Feardorcha O’Neill, two hundred and forty verses,.
X
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beginning ¢ Cumam cpomme so ¢loii Meill,” ¢« Let us make a chronicle for
the O’Neills.” In this poem the autbor enumerates twelve chiefs of the
O’Neills, who governed that tribe for a period of two hundred and six-
teen years, from the time of Niall og, son of Niall mor, to the third
year of Aodh, son of Feardorcha, which, according to this poem, was
A.'D.1588.

A fine copy of this poem is in the collection of the Assistant Secretary.

2. Three hundred and sixty-eight verses on the History of the O’Don-
nells, beginning « leanam cpomc .Clai Odlaig,” ¢ Let .us pursue the
Chronicle of Clarn Dalaigh.” This poem gives a catalogue .of twenty-

' five kings, or princes, who governed Tircopell for four hundred and one

: years, with the number of years that each prince tuled:; from the eighth
yyear of Hugh roe O'Donell, A. D. 1600, in which year the poem was
‘written, up to Eigneachan O'Danell, who became chief of Cineal Conall,
i'or Tirconnell, A. D. 1199,

/ 'The O'Donells are called by the Irish €lann Dalaigh, and Muintir

" Dalaigh (Daly) from Dalach, their great ancestor, as they are called
‘0'Donell, from his grandson Donall mor.

Copy -of this poem.is in the library of the Rev. Doctor Q’Brien, Irish
professor in the College of Maynpoth.

cexxvil. At this period lived ToLranp O'DoxeLiaxn, a Tirone bard,
author of a poem on the O'Neills, particularly John, son of Conn.
This ,poem consists of one hundred and thirty-two verses, beginning
« Tdmcc dndm a 9€yun,” A soul has come into Erin.”

Copy in O’Gara’s collection, in the library of John M‘Namara, Esq.

A. D. 1590.

cexxvinr. At this time flourished Cucronacur, son of Maoilseachlainn
O’Daly. He was the friend and companion of Aodh roe O’Donell, to
whom he addressed the poem, beginning ‘ Ciofuy d0 gxecpiiyt Ao
“ How could I leave Hugh?”

Copy in possession of Assistant Secretary.
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“cexxix. At this time flourished Cormac O’DaLy, a Manster poet,
who was the author of an elegy on the death of Donogh M¢Carthy,. one
hundred and sixty verses, beginning ¢ Fdsd ar otpay &g Ooficasa,” ¢ Long
the death sickness of Donogh.”

Copy in possession of John M‘Namara, Esq

cexxx. Cotemporary with the above was Dermon Mac AN BHAIRD,
(Ward) who wrote an elegy on the death of Alexander, son of Conor roe
M<Donald, chief of the M‘Donalds of Ireland, one hundred' and eighty
verses, beginning  Peaydd dy camce oldi Oémaill,” ¢ Henceforward
mournful are the M-Donalds.” Co
Copy in the collection of the Assistant Secretary.

A. D. 1600.

ecxxxl. Atthe commencement of this century many fine poets flourished
in Ireland, who found protection and patronage from the nobility of the-
country, as well amongst the descendeants of the Anglo-Normans, as from
the native Irish princes. Several of these poets, celebrated, in verse, the
magnanimity and bounty of their respective patrons, or sung the valorous
deeds, liberal actions, or pious lives of their ancestors. Some of them;
not satisfied with exalting their heroes to the skies, drew comparisons be-
tween them and their cotemporaries, or between their respective ancestors,
in which one party was degraded in proportion as the other was elevated.
Amongst the most remarkable of this latter deseription of writers was
_Tapue, (or Teige) son of Daire Mac Bropoy, generally known by the
name of Teice M‘Darire. He was principal poet to Donogh O’Brien,
fourth Earl of Thomond, and, as his chief, was much favoured by the
English government; and the Meathian, Ultonian, and Conacian princes-
were not so, but rather looked upon with a jealous eye; he was deter-
mined, so far as he could, to elevate the house of O’Brien above the -
tribes descended from Niall of the nine hostages, such as the O’Neills,
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O’Donells, &c., or from his brother Brian, such as the O’Conors, M‘Der-
motts, O’Kellys, O’Rourkes, O’Reillys, &c. For this purpose he at-
tacks the works of Torna Eigeas, a writer whdse poems we have already
described under the year 405. This drew an answer from Lughaidh
O’Clery, a northern bard, who defended the memory of Torna, and
supported the honor of the Heremonians. Teige, shortly after, replied
to Lughaidh, and this induced others of the Ultonian, and some of the
Conaght poets, to take part in the contest, which was carried on with a
good deal of heat on both sides. The poems written on this subject are
generally collected together, and are called the tomapbas, or contention
of the bards, in which a great quantity of the ancient history of Ireland
is recited in elegant verse. Of the poets who took a part in the Jomar-
badh, or contention, Teige Mac Daire, Ferfeasa O’Cainte, Torlogh
O’Brien, and Art og O’Keeffe, were most remarkable on the side of
Leath Mhogha (Munster and Leinster); and Lughaidh O’Clery, Aodh
O’Donell, Robert M‘Arthur, Baoghalach (Boetius) roe M‘Egan, Anluan
M<Egan, M‘Dermott of Moylurg, and John O’Clery, were the cham-
pions who supported the honor, and contended for the precedence of
Leath Chuion (Meath, Ulster, and Conaght).
Of the writers of this century we shall begin our account with

ccxxxil. Teice Mac Darre, who, as we have just now seen, began the:
contention of the bards, but whose poems were not entirely confined to
historical subjects. The following pieces make the entu'e catalogue of his
works that have come under our observation.

1. A poem of one hundred and twenty-eight verses, upon the birth of
our Lord Jesus Christ, beginning ¢ Oedanais o yubat a yfol Asdn,” « Be
joyful, Oh children of Adam.”

2. A didactic poem, of two hundred and twenty verses, addressed to
Donogh O’Brien, fourth earl of Thomond, upon hisinauguration as chief
of his tribe. It begins «“ M dacd aip teagars flata,” “ Much depends
upon the instruction of a prince.”

In this poem the author lays down rules for the guidance of his prince
in the important affair of the government of his people. The precepts
" here delivered are merely a versified abridgment of our monarch Cor-
mac’s instructions to his son Cairbre Liffeachar, written about the middle
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of the third century of the Christian era, an account of which work we
have given under the year 250. This piece of Mac Daire’s has been
published in the Transactions of the Gaelic Society of Dublin, accom-
panied with a Latin and an English translation, by the late Theophllus
O’Flanagan, Esq.

3. A poem of twenty verses, addressed to the same prince as the
foregoing poem, containing some further instructions for his general
conduct. This poem begins « (o &ertpe parii o7t a Ohoiicas,” « My four
stanzas to you, Oh Donogh.” This also has been published, with an-
English translation, in the Transactions of the Gaelic Society of Dublin.

4. A didactic poem of one hundred verses, beginning * Tdingis mo.
i'edéna a yfol mbpiam,” « Accept my warnings, Oh race of Brian,” ad-.
vising the O’Briens to avoid war and the enmity of the bards.

5. A poem of one hundred and forty verses, beginning “ Anoir ofolaw
dn dedcmas,” ¢ Now I pay the tithe,” upon the death of seven males and
three females of the house of O’Brien.

6. A poem of one hundred and forty-four verses, beginning ¢ Olc so
tagndy a Thopna,” ¢ 11l hast thou argued, Oh Torna.” In this poem the
author endeavours to shew that the Munster tribes have a right to pre-
cedence before those of the other provinces ; as the former are descended
from Heber, the eldest son of Milesius, and the latter are the progeny
of Heremon and Ir, two of the younger sons of that Spanish chief. He
attacks Torna Eigeas, a poet of the fifth century, who, as we have shewn
under the year 405, was the preceptor of Niall, monarch of Ireland, and
Corc, king of Cashel ; and who, in his poem, beginning “Odil cata o
Copc 1y Midll,” endeavours to reconcile these two heroes, who had quar-.
relled with each other, and shews that Niall had a right to respect and
obedience from his opponent.

In the ninth stanza of this poem Tenge asserts that Hibernia, the Latin
name of Ireland, is derived from Heber, the great ancestor of the Mo-
monian tribes. This poem of Mac Daire’s was the cause of the 1omapbas,
or contention of the bards, which was warmly carried on for some time,
between the poets of Leath Chuinn and Leath Mhogha.

7. A poem of six hundred and eighty-eight verses, beginning  €ior1
lugmé nrew’ ldbpas,” « Attend to my words, Oh Lughaidh,” in reply to
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Lughaidh O’Clery, who, in answer to Teige, had written a defence of
Torna Eigeas, and asserted the superiority of the house of O’Neill over
that of the O’Briens.

8. A poem of one hundred and twenty-four verses, beginning “ 2l 'ligani
ldbpam go yéin,” ¢ Oh Lughaidh, let us speak mildly,” a further reply to
Lughaidh O’Clery’s rejoinder to the foregoing poem.

9. A poem of ninety-six verses, begmnmg « A’ e labpuf an ldor,”
¢ Oh man, who recitest the poem,” in answer to Boetius roe Mac Egan’s
poem, beginning « (035 o4 perceam gedn Faoil.#” In this poem the author
declares his name, and defies his adversary to do so. He still insists on
the right of Munster to precedence before the other provinces, and insists
on his former argument, that the name Hibernia is derived from Heber,
the eldest son of Milesius, from whom the O’Bnens and other Munster
families are descended.

10. A poem of forty-four verses, beginning M gudiy leam c’uptdp d
Qdos,” « Not dangerous to me are thy darts, Oh Aodh,” in answer to &
poem written by Aodh O’Donell, in defence of the honor and precederice
of Leith Chuinn.

11. A further reply to Aodh O’Donell, six hundred and eighty-eight
verses, beginning ¢ M bpert opm o bpert « Aov,” « No decision to mie is
thy judgment, oh Aodh.” In some copies of the Jomarbadii this poem
is blended, by way of dialogue, with Aodh O’Donelf’s poem, beginning
“ eayda do tagpdiy ¢ Thawg,” so es to make the two poems appear bat
as one piece written by that author. In these copies M‘Daire’s poem
begins at the second rann, and that and all the other ranns belonging to
him are marked with Cq, the two first letters of his christian name.

12. A poem of two hundred and fifty-two verses, beginning ¢ o ccead
d0T Fdwm d bpatap,” in answer to the Rev. Robert M‘Arthur, a2 Francis-
can friar of the Irish convent of that order, in Louvain, who had written
in defence of Leath Chuinn, against M‘Daire. In this poem the author
desires the author to attend to the duties of his order, and tells him it is
unbecoming in a clergyman to meddle in other matters.

13. A poem beginning “ M teXm md Tagpa mdort,” ¢ I fly not before
a boasting argument,” one hundred and sixty-eight verses, in reply to a

* See page clv.
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poem written by Baoghalach roe M‘Egan, beginning ¢ Fxut pem tagndyda
d CThawg,” “ Wait for my argument, oh Teige.”

14. A poem of one hundred and eight verses, beginning * Foys mo
leirge a lew Ch¥n,” ¢ Await my indolence, oh Leath Chuinn.” In this
poem the author desires the poets of Leath Chuinn not to be impatient
at his tardiness in replying to them. He says there is no indolence with-
out cause, and his slowness in reply arises from the great activity of his
wind. He tells them they have provoked his satire, but he is unwilling
to satirize. "

Copies of the above poems of M‘Daire are in the collection of the
Assistant Secretary.

15. A poem of two hundred and forty-four verses, beginning “.€ayccap
Baowil érg dom gin,” « The fall of the Irish is the death of one man,”
on the death of Donogh, fourth Earl of Thomond, who died in the year
1624.

16. A peem of sixty verses, beginning ‘‘ M tpat 406 dol a Owapmnod,”
¢ Untimely thy departure, oh Dermod,” addressed to Dermod, son of
Morogh O’Brien, dissuading him from leaving his people.

17. A poem of thirty-six verses, beginning ¢ Roga gac beatd bert botc,”
¢ The choice of lives is to be poor,” on adopting a life of poverty.

18. A poem of one hundred and twelve verses, beginning “ ?Aycpa
érgam « ¢poé ndow,” ¢ Come to me, oh holy Cross.” An address to the
Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Copies of the four last-mentioned poems are in the library of John
M<‘Namara, Esq.

cexxxiir. Luenaipa O’CLery, the chief bard of Tirconnel, was the
great opponent of the last-mentioned writer, and the most powerful
advocate of all the bards of Leath Chuinn, for the honour and prece-
dence of the descendants of Niall of the nine hostages, as well as the first
to write in defence of Torna Eigeas. He was author of the following
pieces:

1. A poem of three hundred and forty verses, beginning « A Thawg
na tdtdopn Téuma,” « Oh Teige revile not Torna,” in answer to Teige
M‘Daire’s poem, beginning ¢ Olc do tdgpaf & Thopnd,” in which Teige
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bad attacked Torna Eigeas, the poet of Niall the Great, and endeavoured
to show that the Momonian tribes were superior to the descendants of
Heremon and Ir.

2. A poem of nine hundred and eighty-eight verses, beginning « Do
érdld an dgpary « Tawg,” « I heard all you have pleaded, oh Teige.”
In this poem the author brings many authorities from history, and from
Irish proverbs, to prove that the Heremonian tribes were always considered
superior to the Heberians. He insists that the name Hibernia, which
Teige asserted was derived from Heber, is of no weight, as it is not the

language of Ireland.

" 8. A poem of seventy-two verses, beginning ¢ Nd brord meire a ieic
Ouype,” * Provoke me not, oh son of Daire.” 'In this poem the author
says there are many better poets than himself in the country in which he
resides, but as they are silent, he finds it necessary to take up the subject
in debate. He declares his respect for the tribe of Cas, but truth and
the honour of the Heremonians compel him to defend Torna Eigeas
against the attacks of his adversary.

4. A poem of one hundred and twenty verses, beginning “ 2n cclime
mé a merc Oaipre,” ¢ Do you ‘hear me, oh son of Daire.” In this the same
subject is continued as in the foregoing poems. The author takes a review

“of the contest, and calls upon Teige to desist from a strife so unavailing
to himself and those he endéavours to elevate above their usual rank.

Copies of these poems are in the collection of the Assistant Seeretary.

ccxxxiv. Rev. RoBert M‘ArTHUR, D. D. a Franciscan friar of the Irish
convent of that order in Louvain, took a part in the contention of the
bards, on the side of Leath Chuinn. He was author of two poems,
which he wrote while at Louvain, in defence of Torna Eigeas, and the
rights of the Heremonians against Teige M‘Daire.

1. A poem of one hundred and forty verses, beginning a)edfa «
Chasg d0 Thagpdiy pém,” ¢ Worse, oh Teige, thyself hast argued.”
' 2. A poem of seven hundred and eighty-four verses, beginning ¢ Ge
ydoll cu Thaisg na¢ dedaund,” Though you think, oh Teige, it will
mot do.” In this poem the author defends himself agaiust the illiberal
reflections of his opponet, contained in his poem, beginning “ Fo ccead
oot £dm 4 bpatgd ;-and enters into many particulars of ancient Irish his-
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tory, from which he deduces arguments to prove the princes of Leath-
Chuinn should be, and in fact were, supegior to the chiefs of Leath
Mhogha. '

Teige, in his abuse of the poet Torna Eigaas, asserted that he was not
worthy of credit, or fit to be quoted, on account of his being a Pagan.
He is contradicted by the reverend author, who enters into a panegyric
ou Torna, and insists he was a good Christian; in proof of which he
adduces his poems.——See the account of Torna Eigeas, under the year
405.

Copies of these poems, written by John MSolly in the year 1718, are
in the collection of the Assistant Secretary. ";\

ccxxxv. Baocuaracn (Boetius) moe Mac Eean, took apart in
contest of the bards. He was author of two poems in defence of Leath
Chuinn against the attacks of Teige M¢Daire.

1. A poem of fifty-two verses, beginning ¢ (04g bq peredin pedn gaorl,”
“ Woe to him who is obliged to defend a relation.” In this short poem
the author takes a view of the contest between Teige M‘Daire and
Lughaidh (Loo-ee) O’Clery. He accuses M‘Daire of partiality to his
relations, the people of Munster, and asserts, that « to slander the
descendants of Conn of the hundred battles, the people of Meath,
Ulster, and Conaght, he formed a fabulous history in bald verses, without
permanence in foundation, and not found in poems nor in books.”

« Do toibém ain tldiaib Cx7.
Oo om & an yeantry pabsll,
A noram maonl gan brame pe bri
Naé prap a ldov no « lea!sg.”

On the other hand, he asserts that O’Clery’s reply to the calumnies
of Tenge was “ written in the schools, and polished with learning and
ecience.”

It may not be improper to remark that this author was of a Momonian
tribe.

2. A poem of one hundred and sixty-eight verses, beginning * frui5
pem tdgpayra a Thawg,” ¢ Wait for my argument, oh Teige.” This poem

y
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wias written in reply to the peem of Teige M‘Daire, beginning « A dvne
labpuy an ldor” (See No. 9, page 152.) The author desires M‘Daire to
defend his claims for the honor of Leath Mogha, by authority, if he can
-produce any. He denies that the repetition of Teige’s assertions has
any weight, ‘and insists that one falsehood is not made more true by the
telling of a second.

These poems are beautiful compositions, and contain many useful
maxims.

Fine copies are in the collection of the Assistant Secretary.

ccxxxvi. ANLUAIN M‘Eeax alse took a part in the contention of the
bards, and made use of his pen in defence of Leath Chuisn. He was
author of the following pieces :

1. A poem of fifty-two verses, beginning < Nac drc an obdyr § cmb;,”
¢ Is not this strange work for Teige.” In this poem the author treats
M<Daire with no great degree of respect. He says he should not con-
tend with M‘Egan, an acknowledged antiquary and scholar.

2. A poem, beginning ¢ bpéagac ym a bean,”  That is false, Oh woman,”
addressed to a female, advising her to avoid vanity and falsehood.

Copies in the collection of the Assistant Secretury

ccxxkvil. Jorn O’CLERY, a northera poet, took & part in the conten-
tion of the bards. To him we are indebted for the following pieces:

1. A poem of two hundred and seventy-six verses, beginning  Cyro15
d &gyt Danba,” « Attend, Oh ye learned of Ireland.” In this poem the
author calls on the poets of Leuath Chuinn and Leath Mhogha to desist
from their disputes, to put an end to their panegyrics on the descendants
of Heber and Heremon, and to do justice to the progeny of their brother
#r, to whose magnanimiy the bards were indebted #or the protection -
given them in Ulster, when they were expelled from all the other pro-
winees in Ireland, in the time of Conor Mac Nessa, who, he asserts, was
the first Teish Christian. He gives a pactioular instanve of the bounty of
Conor on this occasion, in his endowment of the poet Athairne of Binn
Eadair; with a larize portion of land, dnd bestowing on him ore hundred
aud Gfty milch cows, with their profiés and increase. He shows that ¢
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the race of Ir our country was indebted for its great law-giver Ollamh-
fodhla, (the learned doctor) and for a long train of heroes, poets, and.
philosophers that grace the pages of Irish history; such as Fergus, son of
Roy, Cormac Conluingios, Conor Mac Nessa, Conall Cearnach, Cuchul-
lan Cumusgrach, Loingseach, Iriall, Fionntan, Diothorba, Rossa, Con-
ghall, Cathbhaith, Conlaoch, Neise, Ainle and Arden, &c. He says, if
the stars of heaven, the white sands of the sea, the blades of grass of the
field, and the leaves of the forest be numbered, they will be nearly
equalled by the numbers of the estimable progeny of Ir. He shows that
twenty-five of the most potent of the Irish monarchs were of -this family,.
and that in possession of seven of those princes the soepire of Ireland
remained for a great number of years, without the intervention of a
prince of any other line ; and that of this tribe also was the only female
that ever held the reins of government ip this country, Macha Mong-
ruadh, the foundress of Emania ; in after ages commemorated by a town
built nearly on the same scite, and called after her Ard Macha, or, as it
is called at this time, Ardmagh.

In this piece there are preserved a vast quantity of Irish history, and
beautiful flights of poetry..

2. A poem of twenty verses, beginning ¢ Cid yo beappdy 4 bpelpm:,”
“ Who is this that lops the Breifne,” ip. praise of the families of
O’Rourke and:O’Reilly..

Fine copies of these poems are in. the possession. of the Assistant Se--
cretary.

cexxxviil. Mac Dermob, of Moylurg, wrote a few verses on the sub--
‘ject in debate between the bards. “These verses claim no attention.

ccxxxix. Mac Con O’CLERy, a.nerthern poet, flourished at thls pe-
riod. He was author of the following poems::

1. In praise of the O’Neills, beginning ¢ Seals €iposi dig aicme Neill,”
“ The possession of Erin belongs. to Niall’s race,”” two hundred and
thirty-six verses. This poem was written ,in the time of Torlogh Lui--
neach O’Neill, and gives an account of several illustrious characters of
the O’Neills’ progenitors, who swayed the sceptre of lreland, or were.
provincial chiefs after the destruction of the monarchy. Accounts of.
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several battles fought and other great actions performed by these heroes
are detailed in the course of this poem. By the last rann but two, the
poet shows that there were thirty-tive generations from Torlogh Lui-
neach, son of Niall Conallach O’Neill, up to Niall of the Nine Hostages,
their great ancestors, from whom the tribe are named.

A valuable and beautiful copy of this poem is in the library of John
Mac Namara, of Sandymount, Esq.

2. A poem of thirty-six verses, beginning “ A bean nd lupgan lyme,?
“ Oh woman of the naked legs.”

This small piece has nothing to recommend it.

Copies in the collection of the Assistant Secretary.

ccxr. O'CLERY, the chief of his tribe, who flourished at this period,
wrote a poem, consisting of one hundred and twenty-eight verses, in praise
of Saint Francis, founder of the religious order of Franciscans. The
poem begins « Do ¢arpi cdpd cprice.”

Copy in the collection of the Assistant Secretary.

ccxiul. GroLua-losa O’Davy flourished at this time. He was author
of a poem, consisting of one hundred and forty-eight verses, in praise
of Felim and Redmond, two sons of Fiach M‘Hugh O’Byrne, chief of
all the septs of O’Byrne, in the time of Queen Elizabeth.

In this poem, which begins « Freaina an Cogas cpio¢ lﬂgean,” “ The
root of the war is Leinster,” the writer introduces some historical notices
of transactions in the province of Leinster, in which the O’Byrnes were
_principal actors. He also describes Glen Molaur, and the castle of
Feagh, son of Hugh O’Byrue, who so terribly annoyed the English in
the latter end of the sixteenth century.

Copy in possession of the Assistant Secretary.

ccxuil. At this time also lived Muireapnach O’Dary. He was
author of a poem of three hundred and ninety-six verses, on the noble
family of Fitzgerald, beginning “ Cdnengedan liom lopg nd prean,” ¢ The
race of men shall be sung by me.” In this poem the author gives a
particular account of the chief families that sprung from Maurice Fitz~
gerald, who accompanied Strongbow in his expedition to Ireland, on the
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invitation of Dermod Mac Morough, king of Leinster, in the year 1168.
Of the principal branches of this noble stock are the princely House of
Leinster, the White Knight, the Knight of Glenn, the Knight of Kerry,
the Fitz-Gibbons, &c. &c. &c. The minor branches.of these respective
houses are also mentioned, and the names of their ancestors, in whom
each tribe branched off from the main stock, are given ; with some account
of the principal actions of their lives, the castles they built, and the
religious houses they founded.
Copy in the collection of the Assistant Secretary.

ccexnirt. Maurice O’Maorconarre flourished at thistime. He was au-
thor of a poem, consisting of twenty-eight verses, in praise of Owen
O’Halloran, a harper. It begins  Oppery 5 dim Cosam,"  Orpheus,
junior, is the name of Owen.”

Copy with Assistant Secretary..

ccxuiv. Cu-Uraion Mac-an-Baairo (Ward), flourished at this period.
He was a retainer of the family of O’Donell, chiefs of Tirconnell, and: .
wrote an elegy on the death of Graine, the sister of Aodh roe O’Donell,
and wife of Art og, son of Torlogh Luineach O’Neill, two hundred. -
verses, beginaing ¢ Prgeall popmyd gyl Odlas,” < Remnant of the envy
of noble Daly’s blood.” This much admired young lady died of the
measles at Beal-atha-Seanaigh (Ballyshannon) shortly after the celebra-

tion of her marriage.
Copy in the collections of the Rev. Doctor O’Brien, and of the Assist-

ant Secretary.

ccxLv. FearcaL oa Mac aN Brsirp lived at this time, and to him.
we are indebted for the following poems:

1. A poem in praise of the Magennis’s, Lords of Ibh-Eathach (Iveagh).
This poem consists of three hundred verses, beginning luBgopt F/mediond
51" “ A garden of vines, the race of Ir.”

Copy in the collection of the Assistant Secretary.

2. On the people of Scotland renouncing the religion of their fore--
fathers, and denying the Real Presence of our Lord Jesus Christ in the-

Eucharist.
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This poem consists of one hundred and four verses, beginning
“ Ouppdn m'eatdpd go hAlbyn,” « Sorrowful my journey to Alban (Scot-
land.)

Copy in collection of the Assistant Secretary.

3. A poem of one hundred and four verses, beginning l)ednugab
qvap udim go b’Cyan,” ¢ West from-me blessings to Ireland,” written whilst
the author was in Scotland. The Z)em‘;ugwi, or Benediction, is several
times repeated, and addressed to different parts and persons in Ireland,
particularly to Magennis, Lord of Iveagh.

4. A poem of two hundred and forty-four verses, beginning ¢ (Dép d0
mil:dorbnedy Cypeansd,” < Much ‘has the pleasure of Ireland desiroyed ;”
flhew'in‘g that-the pleasures of Ireland had invited invaders frem different
regions of the rearth, and that the ‘Nemethians, the Tuatha-de-danans,
&c. had fallen on her fields; and that the Milesians had established-them-
sgelves. The writer asserts that ancient prophecies will be fulfilled, and
that O’Neill will be the Moses that shall deliver the Irish Israelites from.
the ‘bendage of Pharaoh:and the Bgyptian host that oppressed and de-

5. A poem ¢f -one huniired and Bfty-two verses, beginning Ay rlioto.
thoup acdid Haowit,” « Of the race .of three, the Gathelians are,” on
the ‘tribe of ©'Farrel, descended from Ir, son -of Milesius, whose progeny
'the adthor asserts was supetior to these of either of his brothers, Here-
mon antd Heber.

6. On the descendants of Niall of the Nine Hostages, .one hundred:
and ninety-two verses, begiming “ Mt do yrBogaw.-él Nént,” « Well
situated are the offspring of Niall.”

This poem was written in the time that Torlogh Luineach O’Neill
was chief of that tribe. The amthor asserts that ‘Corc of Cashel sub-
mitted to Niall, and that from that time all parts of Ireland ‘paid obe-
dience to his race.

7. On the-death of 'E‘dmond, son of Maolmuire Mc. Suibhne, chief of
the M‘Sweeny’s of West Munster, a respectable branch from the great
stock of the M‘Sweenys of ‘Derry and'Donegal. ‘The poem consists of
one ‘hundred and forty-eight verses, beginning ¢ Cia uber,t AL
€amon,” “'Who says that Edmond is gone,”
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Copies of the five last-mentioned numbers are in the beautiful and
valuable book of O’Gara, in the library of John M‘Namara, of Sandy-
mount, Esq. '

8. A poem, beginning « Mg um Siag eangldy crnxi,”  After me,
woe to him who contracts friendship.”

9. A poem on the accession of James I. ta the Crowns of England,
Ireland and Seotland, one hundred and twelve verses, beginning “ Tp
copéme d ccaic Semarr,”  Three Crowns in the Charter of James.”

Copies of the two last-mentioned poems are in the collection of the
Amistant Secretary. _

10. On the death of Aodh, or Hugh, roe O’Donell, who died in Spain,
on the 10th of September, 1602, two hundred and seventy-six verses,
begioning « Teayad Cypo ydp Cdrbdm,” ¢ Erin died in Spain,”

Copy in the library of Rev. Doctor O’ Brien,

ccxLvi. Eogaan roe Mac ay Buaigp (Red Owen Ward), flourished
at this time. He was author of the following poems:

1. An address to Aodh roe O’Donell, upon his voyage to Spain, after
the defeat of the Irish at Kinsale, in the year 1602. This poem consistg
of one hundred verses, beginning « Rob yoiers t'eatdpd a Aos praw,”
¢ Prosperous was thy voyage, Oh red Hugh.”

" 2. A poem of ninety-two verses, beginning “ Ddna dn tupdy Tallcdp
ron,” “ Bold the journey that has been undertaken here,” on Roderick,
son of Aodh, son of Manus O'Donell’s going to Dublin, and entrusting
himself in the hands of the English, after the death of his brother, red
Hugh, chief of Tirconnel, whe died in Spain.

8. An elegy on the death of Aodh roe, or red Hugh O'Denelt, prince

of Tirconnel, one hundred and fifty-six verses, beginning A $ean puain !

paitl ay dn predpe,” ¢ Oh woman that found society in the grave.” In

|

this poem the author recites the noble actions of his hero, and shows

that his death is cause of grief to Erin,  from sea to sea.”

4. A poem of fifty-two verses, beginning “ Cia pe brditce pl¥ Oipne,”

¢ Who does the host of Erge welcome,” upon Aodh roe, or red Hugh
O'Neill, Earl of Tyrone, to whom the Irish of the North looked np as
a leader agaiust the English, after the death of red Hugh O’Donell, in
the year 1602. The author says, this chief was foretold by Saint Columb
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Kill, and by Saint Adamnan, or Adamnanus ; no wonder, therefore, that
heshould be welcomed by the Irish as the worthy successor of the heroic:
red Hugh O’Donell.

5. Eulogium on Rory, son of Rory, son of Maolmordha M‘Sweeny,
one hundred and ninety-two verses, beginning ¢ boii an ple riol Sybne,”
“ The prop of the poet, the race of Suibhne.”

Copies of these poems are in possession of the Assistant Secretary.

6. Address to Niall garbh, son of Conn, son of Calbhach O’Donell,
confined by King James in the Tower of London, ninety-two verses,
beginning ¢ A Bpaige acd « tTop Lomson,” <« Oh captive that art in Lon-
don’s Tower.” '

7. On the imprisonment of the O’Donell’s, Neachtan and Aodh, by
the English, ninety-two verses, beginning « Waipg ! ar bparge dp macpaws
mupbais, ¢ Alas! captive are the sons of sorrow.”

8. Elegy on the death of Rory O’Donell, first Earl of Tirconell, who
died in Rome, on the 8th of July, 1608. This poem begins “ Dart
an yealas pud €ipe,” « Erin found good for a time.”

9. On Hugh, son of Rory O’Donell, second Earl of Tirconell, two
hundred and eight verses, beginning  Fopuy pupcaét don Tip Eudis,”
¢ Near is comfort to the north country.”

_ Copies of the four last-mentioned poems are in the library of the Rev.
Doctor O’Brien. '

ccxivil. At this time flourished DerMop 06 O’MaovcoNAIRE, of whose
writings the following have come to our hands :

1. A poem of fifty-two verses, in praise of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
beginning “ Try pdtd pogd Oertbe.”

2. A poem of eighty verses, on the same subject as the foregoing,
beginning “ toméa dmm mae ain (Oxpe,” «“ Many glorious names belong
to Mary.” :

8. A poem of fifty-two verses, on the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus
Christ, and his apparition to the Blessed Virgin Mary.

Copies of these poems, in the hand-writing of the late Most Reverend

Doctor John Carpenter, R. Catholic Archbishop of Dublin, are in the
collection of the Assistant Secretary.
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cexpviri. DoNoer OFraran (O’Phelan) a poet of Leinster, was cotem-
porary with the foregoing authors. He wrote a farewell address to the
O’Byrnes of Bally-na-corr, beginning « Deanoéc aig baile na coppa,”
¢ Farewell to Bally-na-corr.” ‘
Copy in possession of the Assistant Secretary.

ccxrix. At this period also flourished S. Mac Corcan, a follower of
the house of O’Neill, who wrote a poem on the journey of Art, son of
Torlogh O’Neill, to London, one hundred and twenty verses, beginning
“ Rob yopdis dn yéadya yow,” ‘ Happy is this eastern road.”

This poem is sometimes ascribed to Owen roe, son of William Mac-an-
Bhaird.

Copy in possession of the Assistant Secretary, who procured it from his
old and very sincere friend, the late Reverend Father Paul O’Brien, Irish-
Professor in the College of Saint Patrick, Maynooth, and one of the
Acting Committee of this Society, whose justly lamented death was an-
nounced to the author whilst writing the above account, on Saturday,

20th May, 1820. '

ccr. At this time also flourished Manon O’Hipreenan, author of
a small poem, consisting of oply foriy-eight verses, beginning « 2 wo!
na meabpas égrr,” “ Oh sop! commemorgte not the learned.” In this
poem the writer advises his son net to praise the sages of his country, nor
the descendants of Milesius, the ancient possessors of the soil. He tells
him, if he must praise any one, it would be most his advantage to praise
the English. _

Copy in collection of John M‘Namara, Esq.

. ccLl. Brian, son of ANcus Mac Coinmuipng, the chief Ollamh or
Professor of O’Neill in Poetry, lived at this time. He is mentioned
with great respect by Teige dall O’Higgin, in his' poem, beginning
“ Tamg owsce 5o hedy cdoile.” ‘

We are unable to say where any of this poet’s compositions are now to
be found.
ccuit. Dermop O’Brian, author of a small poem on the river:

Shanon, flourished at this time. This little piece f:onsis,tﬁ of twenty-
z .
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eight verses, begioning « 2 Shionams Dpudm boporine,” « Oh Shanon of
Brian Boroimhe.”
Copy in possession of Assistant Secretary.

ccrir. DonaLp, son of Taomas O’Hicein, was living in the year 1600,
as appears by the poems of Fergal Mac an Bhaird. He wrote a poem,
consisting of one hundred and sixty-four verses, on the election of
Torlogh Luineach O’Neill, as chief of his tribe, A. D. 1567. This poem
begins ¢ Oo tog €ipe pean paipe,” * Erin has chosen a guardian.”

_ Copy in (’Gara’s collection in the library of John N‘Namara, Esq.

A. D. 1602.

ccLiv. MaoiLin oc Mac Bruopy, or Brobin, who, according to the
Four Masters, was “ the best poet and historian that was in Ireland i in
his time,” died this year. He was the son of Conor, son of Dermod, son
of John M¢Broden, and succeeded to the office of' Chief Poet te the
fribes of Ibh Breacain and Ibh Fearmaic (the O’Gormans and O’Gradyr),
upon the death of his brother Dermod in the year 1663.. He was author
ot' the following poems :

1. Upon the O’Gormans, two hundred and seventy-six verses, begin-
ning ¢ Oeopad yoiid yliotr Catdoip,” ¢ Strangers here are Cathaoir’s
race.” :

- This poem was written upon the election of Donald O’Gorman, as
chief of his tribe. It traces the pedigree of the O’Gormans up to
Cathaoir the Great, Monarch of Ireland, A. D. 174, and shows that from
the same noble stock have sprung the O’Phelans, or O’Whelans, O’Dunns,
O’Dempsys, Clan Colgans, &c. &c. From Cathaoir the pedigree is
traced up to Hugony the Great; and it is mentioned, that from Conn of -
the hundred battles, the twentieth in descent from Hugony, are sprung
the. clann Colla ; the clan Colman, kings of Meath ; the O’Neills; the
O’Conors of Conaught the O’Rourkes ; the O’Belllys the O’Mealys,
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&c. &c. &e. From Hugony the pedigree is carried up to Heremon, son
of Milesius, who landed first in lreland, A. M. 2935.

2. A poem of four hundred and four verses, beginning “ Crppoa
crmai dp clai Tail,” ¢ I will lay an obligation on the clanu of Tail.”

In this poem the pedigree of the O’Briens, from Conor, brother of
Morogh first earl of Thomond, is traced up to Heber, the son of Mllesnus,
and various other branches of the principal stock are noticed ; amongst
which the author counts the Plunketts, Powers, and Eustaces. He shows
that forty-six of the ancestors of the O’Brien family were monarchs of
Ireland since the introduction of Christianity. _

3. A poem of two bundred and seventy-six verses, beginning “ Cug
dam T'dipe Tiye na laow,” < Give attention to me, Ennis of the poems.”

This poem gives the number of years that elapsed, and the names of
the princes of the House of O’Brien, that governed Thomond, from
Cairbre O’Brien to the year 1588, when Donogh, fourth Earl of- Tho-
mond, was head of the O’Brien race, and at which period the poem was
written. It also gives the names of nine princes of this family, who were
kings of Cashel after the death of Brian Boroimhe, their illustrious an-
cestor.

Copies of the above three poems are in the collection of the Assistant
Secretary.

4. A poem, beginning ¢ Gabpam dn c'ramt:ft @ cloi Tail,”  Let us
make this visit to the clann of Tail.” Another poem on the O’Briens,
M<‘Namaras, &c.

5. A poem, beginning ¢ Aitin mye a (Oheg Coclam,” “ Know me, Oh
Mac Coghlan,” on the family of the Mac Coghlans, princes of Dealbhna
Eathra, a district of the ancient kingdom of Meath, now the barony of
Garrycastle, in the King’s County.

6. A poem, beginning “ O cedtpdp gludirrod Sdonml ? ¢« From four
proceed the Gathelians.”

These three last-mentioned poems are said, by the Four Masters, to
be the productions of Maoilin og, but we know not where copies are now
to be found.

The two following poems are ascribed to Maoilin, but the Four
Masters, who were his cotemporaries, and who gave an account of the
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above six poems, not having mentioned these, we may conclude he was
not the author of them.

7. A poem of one hundred and forty-four verses, beginning Lan

Bedng Efpion b eatdé,” « Bloody hand of Ireland, the race of Eochaidh,”
on Art, son of Aodh Magennis, whose birth, the poet says, was foretold
by St. Bearcan.
8. A poem of one hundred and seventy-six verses, begmnmg “Céin
771 le pedyain Haovil,” « It is right to expect the establishment of the
Irish,” on John O’Donell.

Copies in possession of John Mac Namara, Esq.

~

. ccLy. At this time also flourished Brian, son of OweN mhaoil (bald),

O’Dorxatian. He is mentioned by Tadhg dall O’Higgin in his poem on
the death of Maolmordha M‘Sweeny, as his cotemporary and friend.
He was author of the two poems following :

1. An address to Rickard og de Burk, upon his being elected Mac
William, two hundred and twenty-four verses, beginning  Tdipe moz a
Riocaips i1z, « ‘Watchfulness be thine, Oh young Rickard.”

2. A poem addressed to Celia, the widow of Mac William, desiring her
to cease from lamentation after the death of her husband, one hundred
and eighty verses, beginning ¢ léig topc o0 tipp1 aShile,” « Throw. by
your grief, Oh Celia?”

* ‘Copies of these poems are in the library ‘of John M‘Namara, Esq.

ccrvi. At this time floutished Owen, son of Doxocn O’DaLy, author
of -a poem of one hundred and eighty verses, beginning Do &%z a cloé
orl ewyi,” « The protecting rock of Erin has fallen,” on Dermod
O’Sullivan’s going to Spain after the defeat of the Irish and Spaniards-at
Kinsale.

Copies in the collection of John: M‘I\amara, ‘Baq. and the Assutant
" Secretary.

ccuvil. Teice, son of Dermop o6 O’'Davy, also lived at this time; he
was author of an elegy on the death of Owen O'Sullivan. This poem
consists of one hundred and forty-four verses, beginning ¢ Udigneac-a
bdeptedpn Ounbdor,” ¢ It is said that Dunboy is solitary.”
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* Copies in the collections of John M‘Namara, Esq. and the Assistant
Secretary. '

ccLviit. Ancus Mac Mancus was cotemporary with the four last-
“mentioned writers; he was author of a poem on Aodh, or Hugh roe
O’Donell’s voyage to Spain after his defeat at Kinsale, forty-eight verses,
beginning “ Anoct ar ragredé €ipe,” < To-night is Erin desolate.”

Copy in collection of Assistant Secretary.

ccLix. At the same time with the foregoing, lived Joan oce O’Davy,
author of & poem in praise of Dermod M‘Carthy, prinve of Desmond,
seventy-six verses, beginning ¢ Anoyr 50 cpfolnpgps ceapiull na cpdsace,”
<« Now is the circle of valour finished.”

Copy in the library of John MNamara, Esq.

.A. ’ Db m.

ecLx. Conor roe Mic ax Buazap (Ward),a northern peet, flourished
at this time. He has left us a poem of twe hundred verses, on the death
of Aodh O’Donell, beginning < Ciofay zicc €ipe gan Aov,” « How
comes Erin without Aodh.”

Copy in the MS. collection of the &wmsistant Secretary.
_-h-l-‘—‘—

A. D. 1601.

. ccixr. In this year Aobn O'DonEeLL wrete a poem of four hundred and
thirty-six verses, in defence of Leath Chuinn against the attacks of

Teige M‘Daire. He enumerates & great catalogue of heroes deseended
" from the loins of Heremon, and defies his opponent to produce a list of
Heberians equally respectable. The poem begins « (edyd o Tagndiy o
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Thaisg,” « Worse hast thou argued, oh Teige.” In the last rann but two
of this poem, it is said “ In the year of Christ one thousand six hun-
dred and seven, the race of Conn were driven beyond sea, and their
country taken from them.” It was, therefore, soine time in this year
that the poem was written. a

In some copies of the Iomarbadh, this poem, amd Teige M‘Daire’s
poem, beginning M bpert opdm b0 bpett « os,” are blended together, by
way of dialogue, so as to make the two poems appear but as one piece
written by the same author. :

ccuxil. At this time flourished ArT 06 O'KEeErre, who took a part in
the contention of the bards, on the side of Leath Mhogha. He was
author of the poem beginning « 2 fip tagpaif an éamz baot,” « Oh
man, that urgest silly talk,” sixty-eight verses, against M‘Dermott and
Aodh O’'Donell, who had written on the side of Leath Chuinn.

Copy in the collection of the Assistant Secretary.

ccrxin. At this time also lived Torroga O’Briexn, of Cahirmannan,
who wrote an answer to Aodh O’Donell, on his poem above mentioned.
O’Brien’s poem consists of thirty-two verses, beginning “ 2 2los di5 na
neda¢ lrariz,” ¢ Oh young Hugh, of swift steeds.”

Copy in collection of the Assistant Secretary.,

A. D. 1608.

ccrxiv. At this time flourished GioLLa Brigrip, alias BoNAVENTURE,
©O’Heoenusa, a Franciscan friar of the College of Saint Anthony of
Padua, in Louvain. He was author of the following pieces :

1. A Catechism, in prose, first printed at Louvain, A, D. 1608, and
reprinted at Antwerp, in A. D. 1611. :

2. A Catechism, or Abridgment of Christian Doctrine, in two hun-
dred and forty verses, beginning ¢ Az@w zu Oopye dip teat ndE,”
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¢ There are three doors to the House of God.” This abridgment was
* reprinted at the end of Donlevy’s.Irish Catechism, in Paris, A. D. 1642.

3. A poem of thirty-two verses, prefixed to the Catechism, and ad-

dress to the reader. It begins “?2l pip leagi:a an leabpam big,” « Qh
man, read of the little book.” '
" 4. A poem of three hundred and fifty-six verses, beginning, ¢ Cpuus
tiom « Eomp@m do top,” “ Sorrowful to me thy condition, oh my com-
panion,” addressed to a friend upon deserting the religion of his ances-
tors. o ' )

5. A poem on the vanity of the world, sixty-eight verses, beginning
“ Tprag cop tlome Aosain,” « Miserable the state of the sons of Adam.”
This is a translation from a Latin work of Saint Bernard’s.

6. A poem of eighty-four verses, beginning « Gab wifeaéay ram,”
“ Accept my repentance.” In this poem the author confesses his of-
fences against his God, declares his penitence, and begs forgiveness.
Written upon oceasion of his renouncing the world, and entering on a
life of poverty and mortification, in the order of Saint Francis. h
" 7. A consolatory poem, addressed to Jane, wife of Richard Nugent,
on the death of her husband, sixty-four verses, beginning ¢ Deacaip yuan
A énedds ccinad,” « It is hard to rest over the wounds of friends.”

* 8. Reflections on the author’s leaving Ireland, and on the death of
his dear friend Aodh, or Hugh Maguire, sixty-eight verses, beginning
“ Tprdg an tamdpc{d & Cipte,” ¢ Sorrowful is this vision, oh Erin.”

" 9. A vision, in which he praises Roalb M‘Mahon, one hundred and
eighty-four verses, beginning * tongnas m’arlamg & n€amdm,” “ Won-
derful my vision in Emania.” - ' ‘
*~10. In praise of Felim,. son of Feagh M‘Hugh O’Byrne, and the pro-
vince of ' Leinster, one hundred and eighty-four verses, beginning
&« Teallat emp 14t laigean,” « A land of generosity is the province
of Leinster.” E ' -

* Copies of all these poems are in the collection of the Assistant Secre-
tary ; some copies are in the library of John Mac Namara, Esq. and
some others in the libraries of other members of this Society.
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A. D. 1609.

ccLxv. Doctor NereMiaa DoNELLAN, Archbishop of Tuam, died this
year. He is said to have translated into Irish the New Testament and
Communion Book, and to have printed them in A. D. 1603. Of this
some doubts may be entertained ; but the work was printed in bis time,
and the expense levied on the people of Conaght.

-See William Daniel, or O'Donell, under the year 1628,

A. D. 1610.

ccLxvi. At this time flourished Teice parLL O’HiceIn, son of Cairbre,
and brother to Maolmuire, Archbishop of Tuam. He was a poet of the
" ‘county of Sligo, famous for the elegance of his encomiums, and the keen-
ness of his satire ; and it is remarkable, that the first and the last of his
prodactions are the most biting of his invectives. To the last of his poems
is attributed the cause of his death. It is asatire onsix persons of the tribe
of O’Hara, who forcibly took some refreshments in his house, and so se-
verely were the lashes of the poet felt by the delinquents, that they some.
time afterwards returned to his house, seized him, cut ont his tongue, and
otherwise abused him; of which barbarous treatment it is said he died.

On the 30th of June, 1817, an inquisition was held in Sligo, before
Thomas Browne and another, by which it was found that ¢ William, son
of Corcashell O’Hara, and Owen O’Hara of Casilecarragh, Brian O’Hara,
Art O'Hara, and Donald O’Hara, were attainted of the murdering Teige
dall O’Higgin, his wife and child.” The time in which this murder was
perpetrated is not mentioned in the inquisition; but it was found that
the murderers were possessed of some lands, which were consequently
forfeited to the King.

To this writer we are indebted for the following poems : »

1. An epigram on some pretender to learning, amongst his cotempo-
raries, whose name is, perhaps, justly forgotten. It begins  Feap vdnd
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an peap {o pidp,” “ A man of song, this western man,” or, as the two
first words may be translated, ¢ a man of impudence,” which would, per-
haps, be an appropriate epithet for a pretender to science.

This epigram has been published in Irishand English, in the Transac-
tions of the Gaelic Society, and applied to Doctor Ledwich, by the late
Theophilus O’Flanagan, an accomplished scholar of Trinity College,
and a complete master of the ancient language and history of his country,
who, to the disgrace of his compatriots, lived neglected, and died in
poverty.

2. A genealogical poem on the O’'Haras, princes of ngne and Gai-
leng, two districts of the ancient kingdom of Conaght, now called the
baronies of Leney and Gallen, the first comprehended in. the county of
Sligo, and the latter in the county of Mayo. In this: poem, whieh con-
sists of three hundred and twenty verses, beginning * 2An &1t Ub fednidy .
it Ccén,” « Is the history of the race of Cian pleasing. to you?” the:
author traces the pedigree of Cormac O’Hara, chief of his tribe in the .
reign of Queen Elizabeth, up to Cian, son of Olioll Olum, king . of
Munster, who died A. D. 234, according to O’Flaherty.

A copy of this poem, in the hand-writing of John M‘Soll), is-in the .
collection of the Assistant Secretary.

3. A poem of one hundred and eighty verses, on Drum Lalgheann,
old name of the hill of Cruachan, or Drum Druid, near Elphin, county
Roscommon. The name of this hill is sometimes improperly tnnslated
Mount Leinster.

This poem begins “ aigedn diogld dpuim ldigedm,” « A field of de-
struction is the ridge of Laighean,” and gives an account of various bat-
tles fought there, aund of the eonjurations of the Tuatha-de-Dadans; in
their conflicts with the Milesians.

4. A poem on Torlogh Luineach O’Neill, two hundred verses, begin-
ning ¢ tomsd fotdin d1z riol Nél,” <« Many are the privileges of
Niall's race.” In this poem the author compares Torlogh to Noab, and
says, that as God had appointed Noah to preserve the race of man from
destruction in the general deluge, so he sent Turlogh, as a second Noah,
to preserve the Irish after the massacres and cruelties committed on them
by the English.

aa
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8. An address to Hagh, son of Manus O’Donell, on his going to Co-
naght, two hundred and twenty-feur verses, beginning « Oi1d b0 bedca
meic Whagnary,” <« Hail! son of Manus.”

0. In praise of the Castle of Lifford, and of the son of O’Donell, and
his wife, the daughter of John O’Neill, forty-four verses, beginning
4 tomisum bae buugh leriby,” < Beloved seat, fair Lifford’s Castle.”

Copies of these two poems are in the library of Bev. Doctor O’Brien,
and in the eollection of the Assistant Secretary.

7. A poem of one hundred and sixty-four verses, beginning “ Mg
feacry § iy certling,” * Alas! I looked on Enniskillen,” ¢ on the castle -
of Enniskillen, and the hospitality of Cuchoracht Maguire.”

Copy in collection of the Assistant Seeretary. :
8. A poem of one hundred and ninety-six verses, beginning « 2l (Dém
cxmg d¢n comad,” *“ Oh Mor, remember the obligation!” addressed
to a woman, who, it appeared, had deserted him for a person of the

name of O’Connor,

9. A poem of one hundred and fifty-two verses, beginning ¢ Oednam

.cuficuy, d Chatail,” ¢ Let us render an account, oh Cathal,” addressed
to Cathal O’Conor Sligo, son of Teige. In this poem the author boasts
that he was the bed-fellow of his hero, and received from him an ample
share of the spoils which he had carried away from the Mac Williams,
(Burkes) M<Costelloes, (Nangles) Conallians, (O’Donells, O’Doghertys,
M<Sweenys, &c.) and from the O’Neills.

A fine copy of this poem is in the library of John Mac Namara of San-
dymount, Esq. and another in the collection of the Assistant Secretary.

10. A poem in dispraise of bad butter, twenty-four verses, beginning
¢ Fudpay gém w mdic 6 indor,” ¢ I got good butter from a woman.”

Copy in the collection of the Assistant Secretary.

11. An epigram on the clan Mac an Bhaird, or tribe of Ward.

Copy with the Assistant Secretary.

.12. A poem, cousisting of one hundred and thirty-two verses, beginning
 Odome pdopd yéol Ceolla,” ¢ The race of Colla are a free people,”

~in praise of Cuchonacht (Constantine) Maguire, chief of Fermanagh,
and eldest lineal descendant of Colla da Chrioeh, son of Eochaidh
Doimhlen, and grandson of Cairbre Liffeachar, monarch of. Ireland, who
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lost his life in the battle of Gabhra, near Tera, A. D. 204. CoHa-da-
chrioch, together with his two brothers, Colla Uais and Colla Meann,.
conquered settlements for themselves in Ulster, from the Rudricians, and
destroyed ‘Emania in the year of our Lord 347 ; since which period the:
descendants of the Collas have enjoyed large estates and great power
in the province of Ulster, until the entire province was declared the-
property of King James the First, in the early part of his reign..

18. A poem exeiting the native Irish to take up arms, and expel their-
English enemies, two hundred and eighty verses, beginning “ O’pop
cogais comdilzedn yfottam,” < To a man of war, peace is preseryed,”

In this poem the author points out Brian, son of Brian, son of Qwen
O’Royrke, as the proper leader of the krish againet. their oppressors, as-
his power was then acknowledged by the Ulster and. Conaght tribes.

" 14. A poem in praise of the Mac Sweenys, two hundred verses, begin--
ning “ ta pém &riwyr arp clowi Nell,” The race of Nipll exceed them-
selves.”

15. A poem beginning ¢ Tamg owce go h€ar eeale;” « Night game:
to Narrqw-water,” one hundred and sixty-eight verses, op the death of
Maolmordha Mac Sweeny, and two others of the auther’s friends and
cotemporaries.

In this poem the author mentions Brian O'Conallan, Brian M‘Coin--
mhidhe, and Congr O’Higgin, poets, and cotemporaries with the guM,.
who were patropized by Maolmordha Mac Sweeny.

16. A poem beginning * fedpowo clawing cafot Dasa,” « The eguntry-.
of Ireland is sword land,” two hundred and forty vemes, in prae of
the family of Burke, many of whom he names as conquerors in various-
battles in lrelzmd Englang, and the Holy Lapd.

17. A poem of one hundred and fifty-two verses, beginning “ ﬂgblmc
0 Crdsmdp OO0 Cbpdob » ¢« Christmas we went to the Creeve,” on p
Christmas assembly of the poets at the Creeve, one of the hospitable
mansions of Torlogh Luineach O°Neill.

18. A poem in praise of Richard, son of Oliver Burke M‘Wlllmm,
two hundred and forty verses, begmnmg (13711 lonsabqll ammd piok,”
¢« Great prudence of the soul of a prince.’

19. A poem of forty-eight verses, beglnnmg “ Stuag yewin talms dow
aig,” « A band of saxametonykouc"
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_ - Thispoem is a bitter satire on six persons of the tribe of O’Hara, who
went to the author’s house and took some refreshwents against his. in-
clination. ‘The virulence of this satire was so keenly felt by the O’Haras,
that they cut out his tongue, which probably caused his death, as we

have seen before that five of the family were found attainted of the
murder of Teige O’Higgin, his wife and child,

Copies of the thirteen last-mentioned poems are preserved in the va-

Juable book of O’Gara, in the library of John M‘Namara, of Sandymount,
Esq. A

ccLxvil. At this time also lived MAOLMninx, son of Cairbre O’HicaIx,
brother to the last-mentioned author. He was Archbishop of Tuam ; and
we are told by the Reverend Fergal O’Gara, in his collection of poems
made in the Netherlands in the year 1656, and now in the library of John
' M‘Namara, Esq. that this prelate died in Antwerp, on his return from
- Rome, but he does not mention in what year.' To this author we are
indebted for the following pieces :

I A hymn in praise of our Lord Jesus Christ, consisting of one hundred
-and sixty-four verses, beginning “ Oo £ms don indc iondd cloifie,” ¢ One
son supplied the place of many children.” _ C

2. A poem in praise of Ireland, written when the author was on the
' Continent, one hundred and thirty-six verses, beginning A fin teis go
- pfob priis,” ¢« Oh man, who goest to the land of the West.”

3. A poem of thirty-six verses, beginning « 2 teatvame tews anow,”
4O messenger, who goest to the other side.” This poem contains a
-beautiful description of a woman. ‘ '

4. A poem of twelve verses, on Consideration, beginning ¢ A fip tpeab-
dy 0 Triaé,” « Oh man, who cultivatest the hill.” '

Copies of all these poems are in the collection of the Assistant Secre-
‘tary. ‘

" ccLxvir. Cotemporary with the two last-mentioned writers, was Conx,
son of Joun O'NeiLL, author of a chronological poem on his own tribe,
‘from the death of Heremon to the departure of Hugh O’Neill from
Conaght, in the year 1610. This poem commences with ¢ Ca tfon Mg I
pdinna tedn,” ¢ How many kings and mighty chiefs.”

~ Copy in possession of the Assistant Secretary.
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ccuxix. Fraxn M¢Coinmuipee lived at this time. - He was author
of a poem in praise of the Blessed .Virgin, ﬂfty-two verses, beginniug
« bpedstd'\ bean le yédd rynge,” “ A woman is. allured by glftl of kind-
ness.”

Copy in possession of Assistant. Secretary

cerxx. At the same penod as the foregoing, lived Mwntcs, son of
Davip duff FizzoeraLo. He was author of the following  poems: °

1. Forty-four verses, on receiving a present of a horse from Teige
O’Brien, of Dumhach, beginning  “ frandy eaé naé drabyedé bomb "
‘ 1 received a horse, not wicked nor peevmh »

2. Forty-four verses on his ship preparing for a voysage to Spain. ~ This
poem begins « beamng dan lengrd ¢ Chpford éars,” « Bless this ship, Oh
holy Christ.” d
. 3. Forty-four verses on his receiving a present of a sword from O’Logh-
lin of Burren, beginning ¢ Oo bpondb bam cipd cxlg” « A sword was
glven by my friend.”-

* 4.- Twelve verses on a French cat, beginning ¢ (dncan geanp, Brudnd,
gedndndc,” « Sour, sullen, complaining animal.” -

5. Forty-eight verses, enumerating things that were pleusmg and dis-
pleasing to him, beginning « v liom {Téad rpianas rpatdnas,” « Ilike
a beautiful stately horse.”

8. Advice to a young woman, beginning “ Zdb mo ced.sd.(s d ben big,”
« .Receive my instructions, oh young woman.”
- 7. Advice to a young man, ninety-two verses, begmnmg « Cm,‘e Sux 4
égdin p1i,” ¢ Be cautious, oh fair-haired youth.”

-:Copies of all the above poems are in the collection of the Assistant
secretary The poem, No. 2, has been translated and pnblished by
Mm Brooke, in her ¢ Belxques of Irish Poetry i
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ccLxxi. On the 16th of Decewmber in this year, died Axcus, or Exnrss
roe O’DaLy, as appears by an inquisition taken at the Old Castle in
LCankis op she 18th September, 1624. By this inquisition it was found
that ¢ Aagiw 0’Daly was seized, in his life time, of ‘the towns and lands
of Beliyezrcene, oounlaining three carrucatep of land, value ten shiflings
per annum ; and being so seized, did, on the last day of March, 16%P,
enfeoff Thadeus M‘Carthy, Richard Waters, John O’Daly, and Farfasa
O’Canty (Fearfeasa O’Cainte), and their heirs for ever, to the use of said
Angus O’Daly, during his natural kife, and after his degth to the use .
and benefit of Aygus O’Baly, junior, his son snd beir, and the heirs
male-of his body lawfully begoiten ; and that the ssid feoffees, Thadeus,
Richard, Jobp and Farfasa, the foresaid premises, without the king’s -
license being first obtained, together with Angus O’Duly, senior, did, by
they desea& dated 10 April, 1817, gqafeoff Carolus O’Daly, his heirs and
amjgns, in the wegtesn pm of the Jand of Balliorzeone aforesaid, with
the appurtenances, containing one carrucate of land, under this copdition,
that, when the said Angus O’Daly, penior, his heirs or amigns, should
pay said Carolus O’Daly, his heirs ar assigus, the sum of thirteen pounds,
then the said Angus O’Daly, senior, his heirs or assigns, should be at -
liberty to re-enter and possess said land apd premises, as before the

making of said deed. And that afterwards the spid Angus O’Daly died |

on the 1ath December, 1817,” &g.

This poet js best kuown to the Krish- lchdﬂbytk names of Angus -
na naor (Angus of ‘the Satires), and Bard ruadh, or red Bard. He was
author.of the follawing pieces:

1. A long poem, in which he gixes & satiric deseziption of the chiefs of
the principal .native keish familiey, and such of the descendants of the
Anglo-Normans as had formed .qlqee connemions with the Irish. From
this general shuse of the Irigh. iribes he exempts the Clann Daly, or
O’'Danells, , Jhecanse, as.he says, he was afeaid of their ve,ngeanee. .

“ Dd ndopuy elaf WOElag,
Miop tiow dam giol yeandsdim ;
Ctan nDdlags bré sion bai,
Agur riol Avaim &’ Aopas.”
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«_If T lampoon the Clann Daly, no shield to me is the race of old
Adam : Let the Clann Daly protect me, I may satirize all mankind.”

This poem was written in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, and it is said
that Angus was specially employed for this purpose by the agentb of the
'Earl of Essex and Sir George Carew.

Copies are in the hands of every Irish scholar.

2. A poem on the death of Donogh fionn M¢Carthy, one hundred and
sixty-eight verses, beginning ¢ Taimc 1éy do leat (Ohogd,” ¢ Misfortune
has come over Leath Mhogha.”

Copy in the collection of the Assistant Secretary.

ccuxxir. Perreasa O’Carste flourished at this time, as we have seen by
the Inquisition quoted in the preceding article. He wasa Mumster poet,
and took a part in-the contention of the bards, on the side of Teige
Mae Daire and the Momonians, against Lughaidh O’Clery- am! tbe
Northerns. He was author of the following poems:

1. One hundred and twenty verses aguinst Lughaidh, beginnmg « N«
coifl tabpa, ¢ lugdnb,” ¢« Spare not speech, oh Lughaidh.”

1n ihis poem the author accuses Lughaidh of partiality, in his defence
of the chiefs of Leath Chuinn, to the prejudice of those of Leath Mhogha.
He insists that the descendants of Eagan mor and Cormac Cas are supe-
rior to the progeny of Conn of the Hundred Battles. He tells Lughaidh
it is sinful to oppose this known truth, desires him to read over his books,
and acknowledge his errors. . :

2. On worthless people, striving to make themselves respected by
boasting and lies, forty-two verses, beginning ¢ Qop d0 Emb ddotre. 6165
fém,” ¢ Men make themselves grea ”

- Copies of these two poems are in“the- collectien of the Asslstant Se-
eretary.” '

3. On the death of Donald O’Keeffe, chlef of ‘the district of-Ealla,
and on that of his poet, Angus O’Daly, commonly called the Red Bard,
or Angus the satirist, one hundred and eighty verses, beginning "Z'Te’an
&6 tuma cué Cultd,” “ A woman of two sorrows is Ealla’s land.”

4. A poem addressed to Ireland, to whom he promises a steady friend
in young Teige: Mac Carthy, presumptive chief of Desniond, or south
Munster. This poem eonsists of ome hunidred and: eiglity<four verses, in
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which he gives some good instructions to young Mac Carthy for his ge-
neral conduct. It begins « puiis go péill, « €ipe,” .« Wait awhile, ob
Erin.” _ :

Copies of the two last-mentioned poems are in the library of John
Mac Namara, Esq.

A. D. 1618.

ccLxxiu. At this time flourished TeigE, son of Dermod O’DaLry, author
of an elegy on the death of Dermod O’Sullivan, who died this year, at
the early age of twenty-five years, one hundred and forty-eight verses,
beginning. « Cid o cdonedy cpuiot banba,” “ Who is this that Ireland
laments ?”

Copy with the Assistant Secretary.

Perhaps this writer may be the same mentioned under. the year 1602,
by the name of Teige, son of Dermod og O'Daly.

A. D. 1620.

ccLxxiv. In this year lived Owex M‘Craita, a Munster poet, author
of sixty-eight verses, on the death of Donogh O’Brien, Earl of Thomond,
,whe died this year, as appears by the twelfth rann of this poem. It begins
“ Cugds an tép 16 din €y, ¢ This destruction came on Ireland.”

Copy in the collection of the Assistant Secretary.

ccLxxv. At this time also flourished CucorcericHE, grandson of Conx
O’CrLery. He was poet to the O’Donells, chieftains of Tir-Conell, and
author of the following poems:

1. On Rory O’'Donell being created first Earl of Tlrconnel mneteen ranns,
each consisting of eight verses, beginning  Rug cobaip aip Conalicad,
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Trg omdn dip eafccaspbrb" “ Power ha.s come to the Conalhans, terror
has seized on their enemies.”

2. On the long and peaceful life of Torlogh, son of Cathbbnrr
O’Donell, who, at the time this poem was written, had attained his
seventieth year, one hundred and sixty-eight verses, beginning ¢ (Do
wallatc opc, d pdogal!” <« My curse on thee, oh world !”

Copies of these poems are in possession of the Assistant Secretary, in
an ancient paper manuscript, lent to him by his late dearly beloved and
much lamented friend the Rev. Dr. Paul O’Brien, Professor of the Irish
language in the College of St. Patrick, Maynooth.

ccLxxiv. At this time also lived Donoer Caocu (blind) O’Manoxy, a
Munster poet, who wrote many songs, some of which are in the: collectxon
of the Assistant Secretary. :

A. D. 1626.

ccLxxv. On the 26th of September in this year, died Huen MAC
CaweLrL, a Franciscan friar, who had been Divinity Lecturer in the Col+
lege of Saint Anthony of Padua, in Louvam, and afterwards .R. C,
Archbishop of Armagh. He was known in his order by the name of Aopn
Mac AinciL, and under that name published his ¢ Scatan yacpaménce na
hditmse,” or « Mirror of the Sacrament of Penance,” printed at Louvain,
in 1618, although Harris, in his additions to Ware, erroneously says it -
was printed after his death.

A. D. 1628.

ccLxxvi. On the 11th of July this year, died Docror WiLLiaM
O’DonELL, one of the first fellows of Trinity College, and treasnrer of
bb -
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the Cathedral of Saint Patrick, Dublin, in which church he was conse-
crated Archbishop of Tuam, in the year 1609. He is said to have been
the translator of the Book of Common Prayer and the New Testament
into the Irish language; but Mr. Beling, and others, say the latter was
translated by Mortogh O’Cionga, or King. This was printed in the year
1603, in quarto, the charges of which were levied on the people of Co-
naght. [t was re-printed in 1687, at the expense of Robert Boyle, and in
the year 1690 the entire Bible was printed in London, in quarto size, and
in the Irish character; and at the same time, and by the same press, it
was printed in eighteens, in the Roman letter, for the use of the Gaoidhil,
or Gaels of Scotland. This was the only Gaelic translation the people
of that nation had of the Sacred Scriptures, until about the year 1767,
when a new translation of the New Testament was published in Edin-
burgh. In the year 1787 a new translation of the Old Testament was
published, in the same city. In these new translations the ancient and
correct orthography of the Gaelic or Irish language was much debased.
But in the last new translation printed for the Bible Society in London,
in 1804, much greater changes have been made, which go far towards
disguising the radices of the linguage, and to cut off the connection that
until lately existed between the sister dialects of Eire and Alba.

"1In the year 1818 a new edition of the New Testament was published
in London, by the British and Foreign Bible Society, on beautiful Irish
types; but either through the ignorance or the negligence of the editor,
or perhaps through both, the errors of this edition are innumerable. In
the first three chapters of the Gospel of Saint Mathew, there are no less
than sixty typographical errors, some of which materially affect the sense
of the Evangelist. Of this a remarkable instance occurs in the 3d chapter
and 12th verse of this Gospel, where our Blessed Saviour is represented as
a female; thus, “ Aga bpyl a cpasap «ii aldim,” ¢ Whose fan is in HER
hand.” Other errors, equally bad, or worse, frequently occur throughout
the book ; such as péap, grass, instead of pean, a man, &c. &c. which
render this work totally unfit for the purpose intended by the publishers.

In London also, in the course of the last year, were published, in Irish,
the books of Genesis and Exodus. The Irish Bibles printed in London
in 1690, abound with errors, grammatical and typographical, all which,
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so far as these two books go, are suffered to remain in the text by the,
present editor; and he has added to the stock no small quantity of his
own, and introduced words that never before appeared in any Irish book.

In Irish the preposition «, in, causes eclipsis, or suppression in the ini-
tials of all substantives immediately following it, except such as begin
with the letter m or the immutable consonants , n, or p. To nouns begin-
ning with vowels it causes n to be preﬁxed thus, « nalsém, in the deep ;
a nedbécéalf, in despair; a mgmofi, in hell; d nowée, in the night; «
nudignedy, in solitude, &c. The present edltor of the Sacred Scriptures
knowing that n is always joined with such substantives in pronuncmtxon,
when preceded by the preposition, and seeing that it is so written in books,
but not knowing the cause of such union, imagined that when the article
an preceded a substantive beginning with a vowel, the n should be de-
detached from the d and united with the substantive; and under this
impression, whenever the article an, or the preposition and article don, or
0 an, occurs, in such a situation he invariably deprives the article of its
n,and prefixes it to the substantive, and thereby renders such passages
downright nonsense,

Of the kind of error here noticed, the first chapter of Genesis fur-
nishes sufficient examples. Thus, in the sixth and seventh verses, 2dguy
ddubdipc Ord, biot iormoilt & measdn nd nuifgeas, &c.——Agu{ do pive Oia
4 niopmoilt, dguy pom nd huiygedsd gdor  nopmoilc 6 nd huirgedsdib 6
cwii na hoptmoilce, dguyr bo bt map {m. Aguf Fon O do mopmaulz nedin.”
This, literally translated into English, would. be absolute nonsense ; it would
run thus : *“ And God said, let there be a firmament (iormoilt) in the midst
of the waters, &c.—And God made tn a firmament (¢ mopmoilz) and he
divided the waters under in a firmament (Fdor « mogmorlc) from the waters
above the firmament, and it wasso. And God called to, &c. heaven.” The
words 0 mopmoilc here cannot be tramslated inte any intelligible lan-
guage ; they should be written 50™ 1opimoilz, if 1opmoilc had any meaning.
Verse 9. ¢ Cporingtedp nd huirgedda dzd £dor nedin d neundre agur lergtedp
da n¥ip tyum lew.”  The n in nerndic is here properly-prefixed, because the
preposition « requires it; « nerndic, in one place; but it is improperly
prefixed to %p, land, for that should be preceded by an article, and not
a preposition ; & 17, signifies is the land : it should be a» %y, the land.
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Again, verse 14, « Aguy « drbigc Oiq, bios 16epdin & mopmorle netine do
foli et an 1@ dgur ¢ nowee,” &c. Here the n prefixed to opmoilz is
right, because the preposition ¢ goes before it; but it should not be
joinmed to oiste, as it is, because the sense requires the article. A noisée
means in @ night, but it should be written dn oiwte, the night. < Win
dn 1@ daguy an o1sée,” literally means ¢ between the day and the night.”
The word té¢pa¥, in' this verse, is a proof of the absence of grammatical
knowledge in' the editor. l&pdm is an oblique case of 16cpan, light;
and it should be heré in the nominative case. Moreover, even if’the -
oblique case should be used, the orthography is wrong; it should
~ be 6¢pam. The word iormoilt, used here for firmament, is one of those
words adopted by this editor that never appeared before in any lrish
book, ‘ancient or ‘modern, printed or manuscript, except in the late
édition of the Scottish Gaelic Bible; and even there, not admitted into
the text.

The great importance of eorrectness in an edition of the Sacred Scrip-
tures, and the fearful consequences that may result from a depraved
translation of them, will, it is hoped, be a sufficient apology for this
dngresswn from the ongmal plan of this work ’

A.D. 1629.

ccLxxvil, Died at Madnd on the 18th of November, this year, father
FrLorence CoNRry, or O’MuLcoxnaire, an Observantin Franciscan, in the
sixty-ninth year of his age. Through his solicitation Philip III. king of
Spain, founded the college of Saint Anthony of Padua, in Louvain, for
the Irish Franciscan Friars, and to this seminary, in the year 1654, his
bones were translated from Spain by his countrymen. His “ Scatdn an
Cbﬂdbmb,” or “ Mirror of Religion,” a Cateclnsm, was prmted in Lou-
vain, in 1626, - S
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A. D. 1630.

cLxxviir, Eocaaion O’Heocnusa, Maguire’s chief poet, flourished at this
period, as appears by his poem on O’Donell, second Earl of Tirconnel.
By the thirty-sixth rann of the first poem in the following list, it appears
e began his poetic career so early as the year 1593, when he was but a
youth. The ensuing catalogue contains all the legible poems that we
have met with of this author’s works, many of which have much merit,
and none of them are contemptible.
- L. Two hundred and twenty-eight verses, on the appointment of Aodh
roe (or red Hugh) O’Donell, as chieftam of Tirconnell, after his escape
from captivity in the Castle of Dublin, in the last week of December,
1592. This' poem begins « Diol prata plawios Cifeas,” < A reward
exciting hatred is the sovereignty of Erin.”

Copy of this poem in possession of the Assistant Secretary. -

2. One hundred and twenty verses, in praise of Cuchonacht Maguire,
Lord of Fermanagh, beginning ¢« Fasd lé1gtedn €ainmn dn dontuia.”

3. A didactic poem, consisting of one hundred and seventy-two verses,
for the instruction of Cuchonacht, or Constantine, Maguire, Lord of
Fermanagh. This poem begins ¢ Oedcain 10fipaiin nd hoige,” * Diffieult
the service of youth.”

4. One hundred and twenty verses, on the sickness of Teige O’Brien,
beginning « beals atald1s otpdy Thawg,” < A re-hurting sting is the
sickness of Teige.”

5. Eighty verses, lamenting the absence of Huorh Maguire, beginning
“ fudap leam dn owterr *Aos,” < Cold I feel this mght for Hugh.”

6. Ninety-two verses on the sickness of his Chief, Cuchonacht Ma-
guire, beginning “ Fada 6 m'iitm “ haiape,” ¢ Far from my mind its
vision.”

7. An address to Hugh Maguire, one hundred and forty-elght verses,
beginning ¢ Sldn pad loc o l@m Aova,” ¢ Health to thy  wound, ob
hand of Hugh.”

8. Seventy-six verses addressed to Hugb Maguire, beginning ¢ Cuppesd
{0 107j4d Aod,” I will implant this in thee, O’Hugh.”
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9. Two hundred verses, addressed to Teige, son of Brian and Mary
O’Rourke, Lord of W. Breifne, beginning ¢ Catuis ped mednma o mc
bb,nam,” ¢« Contend with thy natural disposition, oh son of Brian.”

10. An historical poem, addressed to Hugh Maguire, three hundred
and forty-four verses, beginning ¢ fdasd pe huptdiv €ipe,” “ Long is
Ireland acquainted with injury.”

11. A very beautiful historical poem, in which the author eulogises
Owen og M‘Sweeny, the son of Margaret, daughter of Aodh O’Donell,
chief of Tirconell. This poem consists of two hundred and thirty-six
verses, beginning « Roiji leite it dnbrdin Cipeas,” ¢ The uneasiness of
Treland is divided.”

12, One hundred and fifty-two verses, lamenting the distressed state
of Ireland, and calling on Hugh O’Neill to remember the glorious acts
‘of his forefathers, and to redeem their ancient patrimony from bondage.
This poem begins « friot an ndinfe it Iy Fanfa’ “ Devote this oppor-
tunity for the Isle of Fail.”

13. One hundred and sixty-four verses on Brian, son of Hugh M‘Mahon,
chief of Uriell (Ongualla) beginning beas diped. b0 mdcpdis Hdowit,”
“ Few remain of the sons of Gathelus.”

14. Ninety-six verses, on the hospitality and pleasures of the mansion
and amiable family of Felim, son of Feagh M<Hugh O’Byrne, of Ra-
nelagh, beginning ¢ tonium teac pe tTugdy cit,” « Beloved is the house
that I have left.”

15. One hundred and sixty-eight verses, addressed to Hugh Maguire,
beginning “ Qo dn tamm oltdam Flatd,” « Professor (chief Doctor) of
a prince, is a noble title.”

16. Two hundred and sixteen verses, on the Maguires, and in pralse
of the wife of Con Maguire, beginning ¢ Suiptfeat ym a Cipte 65,”
“ Lovely that, oh noble Erin.”
~ 17. Eighty verses, against satirical writing, beginning ¢ aixg appdy
tomlaow cdince,” “ Woe to him who seeks satyric poems. ?

Copies of all the above poems, except the first, are in O’Gara’s collec-
tion in the library of John Mac Namara, Esq. The first, and most of the
rest, are also amongst the MSS, belonging to the Assistant Secretary.



clxxxv

18. Two hundred and sixteen verses on the O’Donells, beginning
“ M &tomtpom ¢bgas banba,” * Not equal is the war of Banbha, (Ire-
land).”

19. Forty-four verses, on O'Donell Earl of Tirconnell, beginning
 Tonmolca matawic byig,” ¢ Commendable the exchange of profit.”

Copies of these two poems are in the manuscripts of the late Reverend
Doctor O’Brien, and of the Assistant Seeretary.

. 20. Seventy-two verses, recommending a life of temperance, beginning
¢ A Sume na hearldmee,” ¢ Oh man of disease.”

21. Twenty-four verses, advice to a female friend, beginning ¢ 2l bean
éporve tompdncda,” ¢ Oh woman of the social heart.”

22. Twenty verses, addressed to a friend, beginning ¢ 2l fip &powe
capumyr,” ¢ Oh man of the heart I love.”

23. Eighty-eight verses, addressed to Almighty God, beginning « g
q:aordm Sam a Ohé atdip,” ¢ By thy protection to me, oh God the Father!”

24, One hundred and twenty-four verses on Cuchonacht, or Constan-
tine, Maguire, beginning « Cpeb iurgldy macpars Cyne,” < What is it that
awakes the sons of Erne.”

25. Sixty-eight verses, addressed to Con, son of John O’Nexll begin-
ning ¢ Opdow leac « leabay Cr7,” « A theme to thee, oh generous
Conn.”

26. One hundred and seventy-six verses, addressed to Cuchonnacht
Maguire, beginning “ Do pechaw puldmg Hdowil,” ¢ The forbearance
of the Gathelians is seen.”

27. Two hundred and thirty-two verses, addressed to the son of Richard
de Burgo M<William, beginning ¢ ataip cogas cpiot banba,” « Mother
of war is the country of Banbha (Ireland).”

28. Eighty-eight verses addressed to Hugh, son of Cuchonacht Maguire,
beginning « Q4 an redpgroopt & Aos,”  Great is thy wrath, oh Hugh.”

Copies of the nine last-mentioned poems are in the collection of the
Assistant Secretary.

This author wrote several other poems on miscellaneous subjects,
imperfect copies of which are in the collection of the Assistant Secretary. -

cLxxix. Mavrice O’Dary, O’Reilly’s poet, flourished at this period.
We bave met with only one poem of ‘his writing; this is in praise of



clxxxvi

Tullagh Mangain, the hill on which the princes of the House of O’Reilly
were_inaugurated. It gives a Catalogue of .the Kings or Princes of
East Brefny to his own time, beginning ¢ (Do tpuraige map d Taor a Thul-
aig ! « Alas, that thou art thus, oh hill!”

Copy in possession of the Assistant Secretary.

ccLxxx. At this time lived in Dublin, the Rev. FLorENcE GRAY,
who had been a Divinity Lecturer in the College of Saint Anthony of
Padua, in Louvain. Harris; in his additions to Ware, says he wrote an
Irish Grammar.—We have not seen a copy of it.

ccLxxxi. At this time lived Conna Mac GEOGHEGAN, an: industrious
collector of the antiquities of his country. He compiled, from the Book
of Leacan and other ancient documents, a Leabhar Gabhala, or Book of
Conquests; a Reim Rioghraidhe, or Catalogue of Kings; and a Gene-’
alogy of the Saints of Ireland, which were afterwards revised and en-
larged by Michael O’Clery and others. He also wrote Annals of Ireland,
from the earliest account of time, to the year 1466. He dates this book
on the last day of June, 1627. Itis now in the library of Trinity College,
but we cannot say where his other works are to be found. '

A. D. 1632.

ccLxxxit. In this year was begun to be complled in the Franciscan
Convent of Dunagall, that noble repertory of Irish history, the ¢ ANNALs
or DuNacaLL,” otherwise called the  AnxaLs or THE Four MaASTERs.”’
The first title they took from the place in which they were written, but
why they should be called by the second name is not easy to conceive, as
there were in reality siz persons concerned in the compilation of them.
This we learn from the certificate prefixed to the work, signed by the two
gentlemen who had been superiors of the convent whilst it was in pro-
gress.
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To show from what works these annals were compiled, and the persons
employed in the compilation, we here give a literal translation: of thé
certificate above mentioned : —

“ The Fathers of the Order of St. Francis, who sign their hands here-
“ unto, testify that it was Ferrall O’Gara who induced the brother
“ Michael O’Clery to collect the chronologers and learned men together,
¢ by whom this Book of Records and Annals of - Ireland. were: written,
“ (s0 much as they were able to obtain materials to write;). and that. it
“ was the same Ferrall who gave them a remuneration for their labour.

" ¢ This Book is divided into two parts, and from the beginning te the
“ end it was written in the Convent of the Brothers of Dunagall, they
gwmg attendance-and suppl)mg necessary food. In this Convent was.
% beﬁn and written the first Book, in the year 1632, at the time that the
« father Bernardin O’Llery was guardian.

“ The chronologers and learned men who wete employed in wntmg
« this Book, and in collecting the various Books from which it was ¢om-

“ piled, were Michael O’Clery ; Maunce, son of Torna O’Maolconaire,
“ who attended during one month ; Ferfeasa, son of Loghlain O’Maol-
¢ conaire, (these two were from the_county Ros¢ommon ,) Cucoigcrighe
“ O’Clery, of the county Dunagall; Cucoigerighe O’Duigenan, of the
¢ county Roscommon; and Conaire O’Clery, of the county Dunagall.

« These are the old Books they had in their possessnou the Book of
« Clonmacnois, blessed by Saint Kiaran Mac-an-tsavir, (son of the Artist;)
“ the Book-of the Island of Saints on Lough Rive; the Book of Senait
¢ Mac Manus on Lough Eme,’r (now called the Ulster Annals); ¢ the
“ Book of the O’Maolconmrel; the Book of the O’Duigenans of Kil-
“ ronan 5 the Book of Records of the Mac Firbis’s, which they procured
“ after they had written the greater part of the Book ; end from that
¢ Book they wrote whatever they found. supplementary and necessary to.
¢ them, which were not in the first Books they had procured ; for the
** Book of Cluam-mac-nms, and the Book of the Island of All Saints

“ contained: nothing, except to the year 1227,

' ¢ The second Bopk of this work commences with -the year 1208, and

“ was begun to be written in the year of Christ, 1635, in which the

“ Father Christopher (Donlevy), surnamed Ultack the (Ultoman), was
cc
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“ guardian ; and this part is continued to the year 1608, when the Father
“ Bernardin O’Cl_e_ry was again Guardian. The above-mentioned Michael
¢ O’Clery, Cucoigcrighe O’Clery, and Conaire O’Clery, wrote the latter
% Book from 1332 to 1608. These are the Books from which the afore-
* said three compiled the principal part of this Book :—the Book of the
‘¢ ’Maolconaires, to the year 1505, which is the last year in that Book ;
“ the Book of the O’Duigenans, from the year 900 to the year 1563
« the Book of Senait Mac Manus, which comes to the year 1532; a
“ fragment of the Book of Cucoigcrighe, son of Dermod, son of Teige
% cam O’Clery, from the year 1281 to 1537; the Book of Maoilin og
« Mac Bruody, (or Brodin) from the year 1588 to 1603; the Book of
¢ Lughaidh O’Clery, from 1586 to 1602. We have seen all these Books
« with those learned men after they came to us, and other Books of
“ Records which it would be a delay to name. In proof of what we have
« above written, we have affixed our manual sigoatures in the convent of
“ Dunegall, this 10th day of August, 1636.

‘¢ BERNARDINUS O’CLERrY, Guardianus Dunagallensis.
“ Br. Maurice Urtace ¢(Dunlevy)\”

This certificate is countersigned by Brother Michael O’Clery, Maurice
O’Maolconaire, Ferfeasa O’Maolconalre, Cucmgcnche O’Clery, and
Conaire O’Clery.

The dedication of this Book to Ferrall O’Gara, Lord of Moy O’Gara,
and Coolavin, and one of the knights elected to represent the county of
Sligo in the Parliament held in Dublin in 1634, was written and signed
by Michael O’Clery, by which it appears that he was the principal person
under whose direction this work was carriedon. The original copy was
bound in two volumes folio, the first of which, commenecing with the year
of the world 2242, and ending with the year of our Lord 171, was in the
library of the late venerable Charles O’Conor, of Belanagare, and is now
deposited by his grandson, the Rev. Charles O’Connor, in the library of
the Marquis of Buckingham, at Stowe, together with many other valuable
Irish manuscripts. The second volume of the original, commencihg A. D.
13335, and ending A. D. 1605, is in the library of Trinity College.
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In this work there is a chasm from the year 1171 to 1335, which may
be supplied from the continuation of the Annals of Tigernach, and from
the Annals of Ulster. Copies of these Annals are not numerous. The
first volume of the original is copied into two volumes quarto, in the
library of Trinity College, which, with the second volume of the original,
make the College copy complete. The late Chevalier Thomas O’Gor-
man had a complete set, from which the writer of this account was
making a copy, which he had nearly completed, when the removal from
Dublin, aad subsequent death of his friend the Chevalier, prevented him
from finishing it.

Besides the Annals of Dunagall, these writers collectively compiled the
Leabhar Gabhala, or Book of Conquests ; the Reim Rioghraidhe, or regal
Catalogue, and a Genealogy of the Saints of Ireland. The Book of
Congquests was compiled in the convent of Lisgoole, under the patronage
of Brian roe Maguire, first Lord of Eniskillen. In this work the writers
were assisted by Giolla Patrick O’Luinin, of Ard O’Luinin, in the
county Fermanagh. The testimonies and approbations to this work are
signed by Francis M‘Craith, Guardian of Lisgoole, on the 22d December,
1631 ; and by Flann, son of Carbry Mac Egan, of Bally Mac Egan, in
the county Tipperary, on the 31st August, 1631. The Reim Riogh-
roide was begun to be compiled in the house of Conall Mac Geoghegan,
and finished in the Observantine Convent, at Athlone, on the 4th No-
vember, 1630. This work was carried on under the patronage of Torlogh
Mac Coghlan, Lord of Dealbhna Eathra, part of the ancient kingdom of
Meath, now called the Barony of Garry Castle, in the King’s County.

Copies of the Book of Conquests are in the library of Trinity College,
and in that of William Monck Mason, Esq. The original isin the collec-
tion of Irish manuscripts belonging to the Assistant Secretary.

Copy of the Reim Rioguraipae, or Regal Catalogue, and the Genealogy
of the Saints, is also in the collection of the Assistant Secretary.

Besides the above works written by these authors collectively, there are
other works executed by some of them individually.

coLxxxut. Micuaer O’CLERY wrote, and published in Louvain, in the
year 1643, a Vocabulary, in which mahy of the hard, or obsolete words
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in the Irish language were explained by words in common use in the
modern language of our country. This work has now become exceed-
ingly scarce. A copy of it was sold at the late General Vallancey’s sale
for six guineas. Therc is a MS. copy in possession of the Assistant Se-
cretary.

This writer also translated into Irish the Rules of tbe Bellglous order
of St. Clare, in the ycar 1636.

Copy in the Marquis of Buckingham’s library, at Stowe

ccLxxxrv. Cucorcericue O’CLeRY, besides the part he took in the
compilations of the Annals, &c. wrote a life of Aodh roe -O’Donell,
chief of Tirconell, who invited the Spaniards to mvade Ireland in the
early part of the reign of James the First. -

The original copy of this work is.in the library of William Monck
Mason, Esq. and a transcript of it is in the collection of the Assistant
Secretary, who has now nearly translated into English, with an intent to
publish, this invaluable piece of Irish history.

Perhaps this author may be the same as the Cucongcnche O’Clery,
whnch we have mentioned under the year 1620,

ccLxxxv. CucolGCRICHE (son of Toole buidhe) O’DUIG_BANAN, one of
the writers of the Annals of the Four Masters, &c. was also the auther
of a poem,. beginning “ 2domyciat corndi na ceeall,”  Only protecting
shield of the churches,” on the return of Teige O’Body from London,
in 1641. .

CCLXXXVI. CCLXXXVII. CCLXXxxviil. Of works ‘written by Fearriasa
O’Maorconare, Conaing O’CrLery, and MAURICE--O’Mmz.coumx, we
know no more than the part they took in the compilation of the Annals
of the Four Masters, the Reimrioghraidhe, &c. unless we suppose the
last-named writer to be the same as ‘the Maurice ' O’Maolconaire we
mentioned under the year 1600, at page clix. :

A. D. 1636.

ccLxxxix. - In this year CatnaL Mic MuireapHAIGH, or Mac Muirich,
as he is called in the Erse dialect, wrote his poem on the Mac Donalds,



cxci

one hundred and twelve verses, addressed to Colla Ciotach Mac Donald,
beginning  Saot liom b0 top d Cholla,” “ Trouble to me is thy state, oh
Colla.”

This poem, in the hand-writing of the author, is in the library of
Trinity College, class H. No. 54.

Mr. Astle, in his  Origin and Progress of Writing,” plate 22, speci-
men 6, gives a fac simile of this author’s hand-writing, and erroneously
says it was taken from an Erse manuscript, written in the 15th century.

A. D. 1639.

ccxc. TaroBaLD StapLETON, an Irish priest, was author of a Latin
and Irish Catechism, which he published at Brussells, this year, in
Roman letter, and a quarto form. It is now a very scarce book, but
there is a copy in. the library of Trinity College.

A. D. 1640.

ccxcl. At this time flourished Owen rRoe M‘AN Buairp, a Franciscan
friar, author of the following poems:

1. One hundred and eight verses, beginning “ A fin featdaf uaic ay
éndim I ¢ Oh man, who beholdest the bone!” Reflections on the vanity
of this world.

2. Two hundred and thirty verses, beginning “ Gldac « tompas compdm
céimdiple,” « Accept, my friend, a friend’s advice.” Instructions for a
holy life.

3. On the pleasares of a religious life, and on the habit of the order
of Saint Francis, sixty verses, beginning ¢ tomsn Cpioy co colg hetineat,”
¢« Sweet is the girdle with painful stings.”
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4. On receiving news of young O'Donell’s return, sixteen verses,
beginning “ foniyn fpmben ygpdoilceop yuf,” « Pleasant news reported
here.”

Copies of all these are in the collection of the Assistant Secretary.

cexcrr. At this time lived Epmono M‘Donoeu, author of a short
poem, on the evil propensities of the flesh, twenty-eight verses, begin-
ning “ (o tedgarg od ngldctd d expp !” « My advice, if taken, O body!”
Copy in the library of John M‘Namara, Esq.

A. D. 1641.

cexciit. FErear Muimhneach ODvuicenan was author of a poem on
the return of Teige O‘Rody from London, in this year, forty-eight
verses, beginning “ (ait zpdt do togeatc a Thawg!” “ You came in
good time, oh Teige!”

Copy in collection of Assistant Secretary.

A. D. 1643.

cexciv. At this time flourished the Right Reverend Tromas Dease,
R. C. Bishop of Meath, and one of the Supreme Council of the con-
federate Catholics. The following poems, written by him, have come
down to our times: :

1. Advice to a young lady, forty-eight verses, beginning ¢ zab mo
teagarg a mim big,”  Accept my counsel, youthful fair.”

2. Beginning “ Q6p deimmirias na ccompinac,” ¢ Much is affirmed of
the associates.” . ‘

3. One hundred and forty-four verses, beginning ¢ Rijjedy mo tiomna o
Shéamarr,” ¢ 1 have made my will, oh James.”

Copies of all these are in possession of the Assistant Secretary.

-
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- A.D. 1645

ccxcv. In this year the Rev. AxtnoNy GERNOKN, a Franciscan Friar
of the college of St. Anthony, in Louvain, published his Pappcday dn’
Anma, or Paradise of the Soul, a catechism, containing instructions for a-
Christian life. This author was living in 1667. ’

This is now. a very scarce book, but there are copies of it in possession
of William Monck Mason, Esq. John M‘Namara, Esq. and the Assistant:
Secretary. .

A. D.. 1649.

occxcvi, SoMHAIRLE Mac anx Buairp flourished at .this time, as:
appears by the last rann but one of his elegy on the death of Aodh
buidhe O’Donell, who died. in this year. This poem consists of two
hundred and eighty verses, beginning ¢ Nedpt gaé tipe aip Tip Chonantt,”
“ The energy of every country is in Tirconell.”

€opies of this poem are in the books of the late Rev. Paul O’Brien,.
and in the collection of. the Assistant. Secretary.

A.. D..1650.

ccxcvil. Abeut this time died the Irish Herodotus, the Rev. GEorFrY.
Keating, D. D. By an inscription over the door of the church of
Tubrid, in his native county of Tipperary, it appears that that edifice
was founded by the Rev. Eugene Duhy, vicar of Tubrid, and Doctor
Geoffrey Keating, in A,D. 1644. He was a pious and léarned priest,
and author of many works in his native language, both verse and prose.
We here insert a list of such of his compositions as- have come under
our observation.

1. A History of Ireland, from the earliest account of time, to the:
Anglo-Norman: invasion. The title of this, in the original, is ¢ fopuy.

I
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»

pedrd aip €inr,” ¢ Rudiments of knowledge on Ireland.” A faulty trans-

lation of this work, in folio, by Dermod O’Conor, was published in

London and Dublin, in 1723, It has been republished in two volumes

octavo, by Christie, Dublin, 1809. A new and correct translation of thls .
work, as far as the Christian Era, was published in one volume octavo, .
Dublin 1811, with the ongmal Irish on opposite pages, by the late

Mr. Wllllam Haliday. It is to be lamented, that a. lingering sgckness

and early death prevented this highly talented young gentleman from
finishing his translation.

2. A treatise on the Mass, called ¢ €otayt fcat an 2Aipmon,” A key
to the shield of the Mass.”

3. A moral treatise on Death, called “ Tmn biopgdoice dan bdiyr,”
. Three pomted shafts of death.”

4. A poem in praise of Ireland, ‘written while the author was on the
cobitinent, twenty-four verses, beginning “ Qo bediiace ledt d fg,ubm;”
« My blessing with thee, oh writing.” :

8. A poem in praise of Teige O’Coﬂ'ey, a celebrated performer on th'e
harp,- thirty-six verses, beginning ¢« Cid an trdo le yevicean dn Cyﬂ‘t,
“ Who is the sage by whom the harp is struck.”

6. A poem on the miseries of Ireland, twenty verses, beginning « On
rgeoil do epas Mag pail m codlam owee,” ¢ From the news that pains
Moy-Fail (Ireland) I sleep not a night.”

cexcvit, At<his time lived Teice roe O’Conor, author of a poem in
dispraise of a harper, forty-four verses, beginning * Saor le yedpbur
Com mc €om,” « A sage in harshness is John Mac Jobn.”

_Copy in the collection of the Assistant Secretary.

)

: ccxcix. The Father Tromas M‘Rory flourished at this time. He was

author of an elegy on the death of Owen Roe O’Neill, Commander in
Chief of the Porces of the Confederate Catholics, who lost his life by a
pair of ponsoned boots, in A. D. 1649, one hundred and fifty four verses,
begmnmg, “ Do taill €ipe a cérle gipe,” < Ireland has lost her true com-
panion.”

This poem was translated into English by the Hon Arthur Brownlow,
in the year 1700.
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Copies of both the original and translation, are in the manuscript
eollection of the Assistant Secretary..

éce. Dermop O’SurLLivan flourished at this period.. He was author
of a poem, containing forty-eight verses, on the former and then. present
state of Ireland. It begins ¢ Miop briopaé y1i a ccpoeab €ibip dy,”
“ We were unacquainted in the districts of mighty Heber.”

ccer. Covor O’Riorvan was cotemporary with the last-mentioned
author, and wrote an answer to his poem, consisting of forty-four verses,
beginning ““ An tin d0 biodap Haowil « nCiwi beo,” “ When. the Ga-
thelians were-alive in. Erin.”

€opies of both these poems are in possession of the Assistant Secretary.

eccit. Cian O’HeicaiaraN lived at this time ; he was author of a
poem on the deaths of the Earl.of Tirone, and- of Henry, son of Owen-
roe O’Neill, one hundred and sixteen verses, beginning * Tamc c;uo(;
aip olc 7€mon,” - An:end has come to. the misfortune of Erin.”

Copy in pouessnon of the Assistant Secretary..

ccenr. About this period lived Parniex O’DoxeLLy: ( DongRaoile) au--
thor of an ironical elegy on the: deathi of Owen Liddy. This poem.
consists of ninety-two verses; beginning buan «n edfbalg bdy €ojdm,)”’
“ The death of Owen.is a lasting loss.”

Copy in possession of the Assistant Secretary.

.eociv. At this time: also lived Torvroen. 06. M‘Doxoen; author of. a.
poem addressed to a friar who had forsaken his religion, thirty-six verses,
beginning, « A.bpataip Com ma td s0 tpdll,. « Qh. brother John, if. thou.
art going.”

Copy in possession of  the Assistant Secretary..

cocv.. At this period also flourished Doctor. Jouxr O'Coxerr, Romam
Catholic Bishop of Ardfert, or Kerry. He was author of a metrical
account of some facts relating to the History of Ireland, beginning
“ Anrap ymvamm aip yaoiti na héipnedi,”  When T reflect on the nobles
of Ireland.”
Copies of this poem are in the hands of every Irish scholar.
dd
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A. D. 1682.

" «weevt. Davip O'Broapair (Broderick ), a native of the connty Limerick,
lived at this time. He was author of the following poems, and of some
others that we have seen, but do not know where they are now to be
found.

1. Sixty-eight verses, beginning la lugndfd rpwndid lucd yawbpeayd,™
“ On Lammas-day the peopleof riches pull.”

2, Two hundred and four verses, on the [rish surrendering thelr arms,
and on the beheading of King Charles the First. This poem begins
“ Cpédact bo &0 me amapptac galap,” < I received a wound in my state
of sickness.” This poem was written in 1652.

3.. Twenty-four verses, addressed. to our Lord Jesus Christ, begiuning
< Aspdm ta o Tdwbye dn ecjd,” « I adore thee, oh pride of our blood.”

4. Twenty-eight verses on the same subject, beginning « Ho bpat «.
neic pug (Ope mopbyleas,” « For ever is the Son that Mary miraculously
bore.” :
Copies of the two first poems are in possession of the Assistant Secre-
tary, the two latter are in the library of John Mac Namara, Ksq.

5. A poem, beginning « Ge ambrearaé fediiame nap fuap « FHln??
¢ Though the flayer be ignorant is not his knee crooked ?”

6. Beginning “ 2 pig na cpyiie do piinye,” « Oh God of the world that
made it.” ‘ ‘

7. Begiuning ¢ Do by s7me &pm pown an né 11,”  There was a certain
man before this time.”

8. Beginning ¢ 1 upind® Cran ddm 1dd o ndtpi rB," « 1t is long a misery
to me they to be falling in the way.”

9. Beginning «“ cid yoitmm go Siol Cedantarg,” « It is time I should
go to the Mac Carthys.”

The four poems last mentioned I have not seen; the first lines were
sent to me by a friend, but he did not mention the subjects on which
they were written.

This writer also made a copy of the Leabhar Irse of the O’Maolco-
naires, now in the library of Trinity College.

He was living in the year 1692.
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cccvil, FEarGAL o¢ Mec. aN Bralrp, lived at this period He was.
aythor of the followmg poems :

1. An elegy on the death of John O’Donell, who, accordmg to the
last ranp but one of this poem, djed in the yeer 1855. It consists of
two hundred and thirty-two verses, beginming - Oo.coineds. Wﬁuf-éldﬂ
Ceniy” “ The authority of the sons of .Conn was raised.” .

2, One bundred .and sixty verses on the dessendants of Ir, sen. of
Milesius, particularly. on the Magennises. This poewm begins,  yugl
gonpag eloiie hip,” < [xiad, treasure of the sons of Ir.”

-8, One hundred and eighty-six verses o the family of O'Fereall, be-
ginning “ fan pat mpid dicme 1,” < In prosperity . progeed. the e pf
I' ”»

4. On the O’Donells,. particulasly. Calbhach, son of Manus, two hun-
dred and forty-eight verses, beginning ¢ Tpeomn dn cediiuy Clap Odlaig,”
%« Powerful the authority of the Clann Dylaigh.”

5. On Deminick. O’Donell, two hundred and forty-eight verses, begin-
Ring “ Gakte Foula. ppl- Chosartl,” ¢ Props of .Foadhla (Ireland). are the
rage of - Consld.”

Capigs of all these. poems are.in.the libmey of Jobn Mac Nmera, Esq.
Numbers L, 3, and 4 are in the collection:of. t,bﬁm&m:y.

——_—

A D. 1664.

cccviil.. At this time lived Cian O'Masony, auther of a2 short. pogm,.
beginning ¢ 2 Smne leg b0 tew o credyda yrape Sein,” « Oh mam, gently
and pleasantly read your text to me.? -

Copy in collection of the Assistant Secretary.

cccIx. MAumcz O’Duasn lived near Benburb, in the County Tyrone;
this year. He was author of the following poems, beginning
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1. “ Blray oo &ablat 5o medp mednmmnac,”  Set your fleet in motion
cheerfully, spiritedly.”

2. ¢ Ohi Cogan aip bijle agayf Tpmep dip dn byyne,” “ Owen was in a rage,
and three on the man.”

3. « pa,moup caill €ipe a céile pipcedapz,” “ Erin has lost her lawful
spouse.’

4, « Fosta an bedn a medT w Erdit rad pdogfam,” « Fodhla (Ireland) isa
‘woman in'decay, and her strength is gone.”

This author is also said to have been the writer of the Coolin, begin-
ning “ Eiug ab g « bradml i gleur da mo Zedppdn,  Arise from thy
seat, boy, and prepare my horse for me.”

The four last-mentioned poems I have not seen; the first lines were
eommunicated to me by a friend, but he does not mention the subjects on
which they were written.

A. D. 1662.

ccex. In this year the Rev, Ricaarp PLUNKETT, a poor Brother of the
Franciscan Convent at Trim, in the county of Meath, wrote a Latin and
Irish Dictionary, now in Marsh’s library.——There is also a copy in
the library of Trinity College, Dublin.

A. D. 16617.

cccxr. In this year Ricaarp Mac GroLra-Cuppy, or ARCHDEKIN, an
Irish Jesuit, printed at Louvain an Essay on Miracles, in Engllsh and
Irish. He died about the year 1690.



cxcix

A. D. 1676.

ccexir. Rev. Father Francis O’MoLLoy, a native of Meath, a Fran-
ciscan Friar, and Lecturer in Divinity in the College of Saint Isidore, in
Rome, published in that city, in this year, an Trish Catechism, under
the title of ¢ l6¢nan na Cepedineat,” or * Lamp of the Faithful,” and in
the following year he published in the same city his Irish-Latin Grammar.
These books are scarce, but copies are to be found in the library of
Trinity College.

-

A. D. 1680.

ceexrir. JosN O’Duivin, a Conaght poet, lived at this period. He
was author of an elegy on the death of Gearoid, or Garrett, son of
Teige O’Rody, and father of Teige oge O’Rody, who died on the
second day of August, in this year, elghty-elght verses, beginning
“ Tpudg dan mawmyr dp mdlcne hin,” « Sad is this breach on the sons of
Il' ”»

Copy in possession of the Assistant Secretary.

ccexiv. CarroLL oge O’Davy also lived at this period ; he was author
of a Vision, consisting of twenty-eight verses, beginning “ ?m leaba
dpéin b0 ydoiledy pém d edct,” In my bed last night I thought wnth
myself there came.”

Copy in possession of the Assistant Secretary.

A.D. 1681

ccexv. Most Rev. Doctor OLiver Pronkerr, R. C. Archbishop of
Armagh, who was executed in London on the 1st of July in this year,
upon a charge of high treason, of which he was completely innocent,
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has left us a small poem, in the Irish language, on Tarah, where the
ancient monarchs of Ireland held their court. This poem begins « 2
Chedinaip na piog dob diiam ledac,” ¢ Oh Tarah of the Kings, it was rare
with you.”

Copy in collection of the Assistant Secretary.

et R——

A. D. 1690.

ccexvi. At this period flourished WiLLiam O’Kiaran, a native of the
lower part of Meath, bordering on Cavan. He was author of a poem,
consisting of thirty-six verses, on the three Marys, i. e. Mary the mother
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and her two sisters, Mary the mother of James
and John the Evangelist, and Mary the mother of Jacob and Mathias.
This poem begins ¢ Sagdanc bo bi redts oe,”  There was.a priest in. other
times.”

Copy in possession of the Assistant Secretary,

ccexvir. At this time also flourished Owex O’DonNeLLy, an Ulster
Bard. He was author of the following poems: . .

1. An elegy on the death of Brian, son of Colla M‘Mahon, who died
in Dublin, according to this poem, in the year 1680. It cousists of one
hundred and twenty verses, beginning « Tpom na gaptara « lert.Chyn,”
* Sad these shouts, oh Leith Chuinn.”

2. A pocm, beginning ¢ Trpyeat dam dig eipge lae,” Woeful ¢o me the
rising of the day.” ’

3. One hundred and twenty verses, in answer to Dermod, son of Lewis
Mac an Bhaird, who had praised the descendants of Ir, and set them up
as superior to those of his brothers Heber and Heremon. This poem

begins ¢ 1y ndp dan ygerlya ceatdp od 1z, * Bad is this news that came -
to your house.”

Copies in the collection of the Assistant Secretary.

cccxvilt, Teice O’Duinin lived about the time of the battle of the
Boyne. He was author of a poem, consisting of sixty verses, beginning
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*Ar 1&n Liom leagds na belatd iy na Bproprdirle,” « Sorrowful to me is the
defeat of the princes and the true nobility,” on the miserable state of
the Irish, after being deserted by King James II.

‘Copy {n the collecfion of ‘the Assistant Secretary.

crexix, At this time also flourished Dermop roe O’MuiresvHAIGH,
or O'Muksiiy, author of a poem addressed to a Priest of the name of
O'Phelan, who renounced the church and married a wife. This poem
consists of thirty-two verses, beginning ¢ Ho tdpxns glray ay yran dn
graogal gan rpic,” “ Quickly pass on from this worldly sleep, without
delay.” . .

A D 1691,

ccexx. At this time flourished Dagmop, sen of Lewis Mac an Bualip,
a native of the county of Déwn, He is:said to have written many poems,
but the two following are the only pieces of his composition that have
come under our observation.

1. A poem in praise of the descendants of Ir, son of Milesius, sixty-
eight verses, beginning “ A Chopmaic, cxmmg dn &’ “ O Cormac,
remember the right.”

2. Aa Elegy on the supposed death of Teige O'Redy, one hundred
and forty verses, beginming ¢ fiopcpas d’€ind- vepur Thawy,” “ Un-
feigned grief to Erin is the journey of Teige.”

The subject of this poem :—Teige O'Rody, havmg left Fiodhnach, in
the county of Leitrim, his paternal inheritance, in the year 1689, and
removed into the county of Clare with his family, it ‘was generally re-
ported through the lower Conaght and Ulster that he was dead, although
he lived for some years afterwards. On hearing this report, Mac an
Bhaird wrote the Elegy above mentioned ; from the last rann but one of
which it appears that it was written in the yeur 1691, = |

Copies of these poems are in possession of the Assistant Secretary.
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cccxxl. At this time flourished PaoTrick 06 MaAc AN BrAIRD, author of
the following poems :

1. A description of Fiodhnagh of Maighrein, in the present county
Leitrim, the ancient patrimony of the O’Rodys, and an eulogium on
Teige, son of Garrett O’Rody, chief of his tribe, one hundred and

thirty-six verses, beginning “ 2 gip tdiydil Chufée Chyw,” ¢ Oh man, who
travelled over the country of Conn,” (Ireland).

Copy in the collection of the Assistant Secretary.
2. On Donogh, son of Maelmuire M‘Sweeny, one hundred and eighty-

six verses, beginning ¢ Cyd poiia « nanbram €ipeds,” ¢ Part of the shares
of Erin’s trouble.”

Copy in the library of John M*Namara, Esq.

occxxil. At this time also flourished Jonxy Bariaea O’Duierxan, author
of an Epistle to Teige O’Rody, twenty-eight verses, beginning bean-
ate ram 6 pin Eporse,” « Blessing from me from the love of my heart.”
Copy in possession of the Assistant Secretary.

A. D. 1700.

- ccexxiil. CoNor O’Coragan lived at the commencement of the 18th
century. He was author of a vision, in verse, beginning ¢ Do bfor a péip
« néul mo leabd,” « ¥ was last night sleeping in my bed.”

ccexxiv. At this time also lived the Father Tnomas O’CLerY, Parish
Priest of Kill Ann, in the county of Cavan, and author of the two poems
following :

1. A recipe for the gout, forty-four verses, beginning « itne Sain d0
galap,” ¢ Thy disease is known to me.”

2. An epistle to a friend, beginning bem no bedfoé go Tomdir,”’
« Bear my blessing to Thomas.”
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Copies in possession of the Assistant Secretary.

ccexxv. Tromas O’Convuca also lived at this time. He was auathor of
a short poem in praise of the. descendants of Ir, beginning ¢ Cedanc
dealba dutpaéc motea.” : .

Copy in possession of the Assistant Secretary.

ccexxvi. At this period also flourished Jonx msr O’RaGuaLLAleH, -
or O’ReiLny, son of Owen Cléragh O’Reilly, a respectable farmer .in the -
wvillage of Crossarlough, on the borders of Lough Sheelan, in the county
of Cavan. This writer was intended for the priesthood; and for the
purpose of education was sent, by his parents, to the county of Kerry,
where he made great progress in the classics. On his return to the
county of Cavan, having given-offence to some person, he was waylaid,
and attacked by six men, armed with bludgeons, one of whom he killed
with a singlé blow, in his own defence. Though acquitted, by the .law
of the land, of the crime of murder, he was, by the canon law, disqua- .
lified for the priesthood. Unwilling to remain longer on the scene of his
misfortune, he returned to Kerry, and .there married a young woman of
‘the name of Egan, by whom he had Owen O’Reilly, a celebrated poet,
of whom we shall hereafter speak. John mdr was the author of several
poems, which, but few years ago, were recited by the common people in
his native county ; and it is said that copies of many of them are to be
found in the county of Kerry. We have seen but one poem, the pro-
duction of this author, in which he regrets his absence from his native
soil. It begins ¢ 1y rada liom waé& Tcéwm o lot Lem 5o lot Sigtm,”
¢ Tedious to me that I go not from Lough Lein to Lough Sheelin.”

ccexxvil. At this time also flourished Teice an Gadhra Mac Egan,
author of a poem against lying and flattering bards, forty-eight verses,
beginning ¢ A uco cumuy bpeug yan ddn,”’ “ Oh ye who form lies in
verse.” : . .

Copy in possession of the Assistant Secretary.

ccexxviil. ' NiaLL MCCannNapn, or M¢KEexna, a native of the Fews,
county of Armagh, a poet and musician, lived at this time. He removed

to Mullaghcrew, in the county of Louth, where he is said to have com-
ee
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posed some poems and songs, of which we have been favoured with the
first lines of a few, by a friend : :

“ (Do imle yldn dne(e yior a Thuwéa.”
“ Bluay Liom go beaéc, a t&ad-Fnds bi veatr.”
“ dimp dedy cin, le apn lergiy mo pin,”’
4. M1 meafdm{d pén, ha bpad Tuyd diol.”

ﬂ'e is said to be the author of the songs * Sheela bhieag ni Choindbeaibh-
an, or Little Celia Conlan,” and the “« Ol Triugha.” The' words of
thesé songs mhy have been written by hitn, but the music'is certainly of
en age long prior to his time.

N =

" ‘gcoxxrx. "At’ this time flourished Raxoar. M‘DoxniALp, a' poet of the
county of Donegal ‘The following first lines of so'many poetns written by
him ‘weré sent to' the compiler byhls friend, the late Rev. Paul O’Brien,
biit the subjects on which' they were Written are ‘not- mentioned; - They
begin

| «H tdonin ,us an cfolrf, dn ‘bpollag gh % béine cput.”

. “ Tpe c-r{1e Ban 'c'rfle e rangd frlc

“ Do Haete datd Tah dr me Fai e’ 5eu,(-cr,tre

« QL Cbov,muealbmg Nem ollai nd TTeus.”

“« bcm beafiatc 5o tdpmp udim yfor Eé' cip'Conatl.”

s&-':u'sew :-'-:

A. D. 1701.

cccxxx. PeTer, son of Fearfeasa, “son' 'of Miféihe&glﬂ&'iﬂn ‘O"M4soL-
CONIARE, lived at this time, an' elderly mian. “He wis the pset of the
O'Rody’s, and author of the following poems:

1. Two hundred and twenty-four verses, beginning “ Midias nd hrarrle
an eagnd,”  Wisdom is the beauty of nobility,” on the O’Rodys,
tracing the ancestors of Teige, son of Garrett O'Rody, up to Ir, son of
Milesius. ' By the concludibg verses of this poem it appears that Fion-
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guala (Penelope) daughter of Donogh, sop of John riabkach (swarthy)
son of John geimlioch. (captive) M‘Namarg, was the wife of Teige.
O’Rody.

2. Sixty verses, beginning < lr,uoc Chpioyz pd cordxb Cbmog ? < Ar.
mour of Christ protect the feet of Teige,” on Teige O’Rody being ill with
the gout, in the month of March, 1696.

3. Sixteen verses, beginning « 2| meic Hedndy an Elép plom,” « Oh
son of Garrett, of sincere speech,” on Teige O’Rody’s withholding his
psual new-year’s reward from the poet.

4. On the marriage of Calbhach O’Maoileaghlainn with Mary, daugh-
ter of Mahon, son of Donogh M‘Namara, and niece of Teige O’Rody’s
wife, seventy-two verses, beginning ¢ 2 ndmm Chpiorc an ceangalyo,”
¢ In the name of Christ, this league.”

This marriage was celebrated on the 7th of July, 1701, in the house
of Teige O’Body, where the bride was bred up from the eighth year of
her age, in 1692, until the day of her mamage

5. On the mmerable state of the ancient Irish nobility, beginning
“ Tprdg map 4o creacas cpfot Chyd,” « Alas, that the country of Conn is
plundered.” o ‘ S

Copies of all these poems are in the collection of the Assistant Secreé-

cccxxxt. The Father Parrick O’Cuirnin. also- lived . at this time.
He wag author of a poem, consngtmg of elghty verses, on Telge O’Rody.
begmmng “ bel,dsf\-rp 50’0 rdirle an easnd,” « Wisdom is sister to nobility.”

The Beu. Doctor Q’Conor, in lns catalo«rue of. the Irish Manuscrlpts
in the Marquls of Buckingham’s llbrary, at Stowe, mentions two other
poems by this author, one written in the year 1726, and.the other in 1734.
‘We bave not seen copies of them. .

A. D. 1708,

ccexxxil, At this period flourished William M‘C.m'rox, a poet, of
Ulster extraction, though said to have been a native,of Munster. . The
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The following lines, furnished by my friend the late Doctor O’Brien,
are the first of so many poems, or songs, written by him :

1. ¢ 2An leogan na Corge Ulas,”—(written on 28th April, 1703.)

2. “ No {Tpiocdd dom pumuT ’yoo pidn mo ldin.”

3. ¢ A leabaip big Tpd d0 Sdil dam ryle apt frdnaib.”

4. «“ o peiil mo tuppéin, mo Ttxpye, mo leun, Mo épead.”

5. ¢ Niop boibe an pxppuion y a4 napEngb grég.”

et ——— )

A. D. 1704.
" ccexxxun. Epmoxp O’Cassipy, a Conaght poet, flourished at this time.
He was author of the following poems :
1. Forty-eight verses in praise of Teige O'Rody, beginning ¢« Ca speam
i pedpp “nd loés i, “ What tribe is better than the race of Ir.”
2. One hundred and four verses, beginning * Ciim comdiple le Ow,”
“ I receive counsel from God.” The same subject as the foregoing.
8. Twelve verses on the recovery of Elise, the sister of Teige O’Rody,
from the small pox, in the month of June, 1704. This small poem
begins ¢ Sldn rd einge €lire,” < Hail to thy rising, Elise.”
4. One hundred and twenty verses, on the race of Ir, begmmng “ 006
na moncd tudll go Tawg,” « More than often turn to Teige.”
- Copies of the above poems are in the collection of ehe A:sslstant Secre-
tary.
Doctor O’Conor, in his account ‘of the Stowe manuscripts, mentions
another poem by this author, beginning ¢ Tpom trbdirse aip yiol Ceolla.”

. ccexxx1v. At thistime also lived JeorrreY, son of Torlogh O’RouRKE,
author of four epigrams on Teige O’Rody, and his wife Fionguala,
daughter of M‘Namara. They begin

1. «2An épaob cripd uaim d0’n Tyraor, « The fragrant branch from me
to the sage.”
2. ¢ An épdob play ta 6y 6 peapnb enfe Farl,” « The green branch is to
you from the men of Fail’s fair land.” '
3. “ A paorle ypdorltedn at nod,” “.Qh sage, by whom every dlﬂiculty
is dissolved.”
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4. « A exd pofid b0 na nmmb an lew,” « This share to the women.
belongs.”
Copies in possessnon of the Assmtant Secretary.

ccexxxv. At this time lived, far advanced in years, Tzige, or Taapr
O’Ropy, of Crossfield, in the county of -Leitrim, Esq. -the lineal repre-
sentative of the O’Rodys, princes of the territory of Fiodhnach Moy
Rein. He was an excellent scholar, well skilled ‘in. the Greek and
Latin languages, and intimately acquainted with the language, history,
and antiquities of his native country; although the author.of .the
Curiosities of Literature represents him: as one scarcely knowing his own
language, and totally ignorant of all others. He was the intimate
friend of O’Flaherty, author of the Ogygia; and- also the friend and.
correspondent of Sir Richard Cox, author of the History of Ireland,. as'
appears by a memorandum at the head of one of the volumes of. the
Seabright collection of Irish MSS. new in the library of Trinity College.-
He was a great patron of learning and men of science ; and to him the
poets of his day devoted many of their best compositions, as is fully
proved by the works of several of those just. now mentioned,.and by
others whose names are forgotten. We have not met with any of
his compositions in Irish, except a poetic: prstle, in reply to that of
John Ballagh O’Dulgenan, mentioned at page ccii. O'Rody’s Eplstle'
consists of fifty-six verses,. begx,nmng %brij le neac a iolds gém, “ Sweet
to a.man is his own praise.”

A fine copy of. this poem, as well as some of the Latin poems of thu.
author, are.in. the collection of the Assistant Secretary..

A. D. 11706.

ecoxxxwr. - Tn this year the Rev. Father Francis Wavsn, a Franciscam
Friar, and Lecturer in Divinity in the College of St. Anthony, at Louvain,.
wrote an [rish: Vocabulary, in which the common words of .the Irish lan~
guage are explained by more ancient and difficult words.

Copy in the collection of the Assistant Secretary..
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A. D. 17101.

cccxxxvir. At this time lived the Rev. Father ANtroNy CulrLEaN, a

Franciscan friar, to whom we are indebted for the two following pieces :
- 1. An epigram on Father Patrick Darry’s refusing entertainment to
Father Bon. O’Cuillean, Provincial of the Order of St. Francis. - This
begins “ Rijir aguy m Sedpnar(,” ¢ You have done, and you have not
done.”

2. On the death of Hugh M‘Dermott, who died at Shrule, in 1707,
twenty verses, beginning  Niop bartwe na beatd oom Aesya aid oly,”
¢¢ There wasnot known, in his life of my Hugh, but report.”

Copies in possession of the Assistant Secretary.

A. D. 1708..

ccexxxviit. At this time, and for some years after, livéed the Rev. Father
Paur MfAopuaean, or M‘Ecan, a Franciscan Friar. ' In the general per-
secution of the priests in the year 1708, he was confined in the Black-dog
prison, at Corn-market, near Newgate. He was author of the fotlowing
poems :

1. Porty verses, beginning leagds leown &'t deacarp eipge,” <-Afflic-
tions came, from which ’tis bard to rise,” on the losses sustained by the
Irish in their adherence to king Charles and king James IL. -

2. Forty-four verses, in answer to the poem of John O’Neaghtan, or
O’Norton, No. 4, page ccxiii. In this poem he desires his friend to repent
of his faults, and amend. It was written on the twenty-sixth of February,
1708, and begins ‘“ Tpleall don cpxiie ma tig hdiiyass,” < The space is

short in which the world delights.”

3. A vision, twenty-eight verses, beginning. « i ling beag ayt Gipe b0
¢ondinc me zdn £o,” < A small vision on Erin I beheld without a-lie.”
4. The modiis of Paul M‘Egen, fifty-two verses, beginning: “ Oupyam
oni gac & 4 ypofipas,”  Woful to us each day’s dispersion,”? en the
miserable state of the Irish, both clergy and laity. -
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8. Verses on the author’s want of snuff, from his prison to his friend
William Taaffe, beginning O cpioénds zan yndoyf-ymyc, Fdn crondy, Han
trédn,” ¢ From the end without snuff, without pleasure or happiness.”
-:6. An ‘epigram -on'a person of .the name of John Kelly, who bad re-
nounced the. Roman Catholic religion; and drew his awotd an the author.
This composition begins  Mdy an tlorsion mitnFedn cpewdiom,”. « If by a
sword the faith is known.”

“ Colneﬂ of . all these;.and: some lettersof. this authon,in. Imh are in
possession-ofi éhe ; Assistant: Secretary.

© xR

v, AL DL 1710,

“-ecexxxrx. Chririr-Oeisnronan-lived-at this petiod. - He-was -author
of the following poems :

1. Twenty-four verses, addressed‘do T6tlogh-O’Donell, -on his coming
to' Dublini, beginning" < péilce syt go:hAtdictat,2 -4 -Welcome to thee to
Dublin.”

"2: ‘Fortyfour: verses ori:the reeoverylof the Duke of Berwick from a
fit of sickness, beginning * Asbay 5«1,«: d'tmpipant;” s Cause of joy to
Inis:fail (Ireland).”

¢-€opies in possession of the ‘Assistant Secretary.

ccext. At this time also lived the Rey.. Pargr Brapy, known by
the names of Parson Brady, and Philip Ministeir, a clergyman of the
county of Cavan. He was a_ man of great wit, a good scholar, and
particularly well versed in the language of his country. Many of his
epigrams and witty sayings, and some short poems of his composition,
arerecited by the common people in the counties of Meath and Cavan,
which it is to be wished some competent persons would commit to
writing. He translated into Irish some of those Sermons which were
published by Richardson in 1711.

Copies of some short poems of his writing, particularly one addressed
to Torlogh O’Carolan, are in the collection of the Assistant Secretary.
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cccxii. Fiacara- M‘Brapy, a witty school-master, of Stradone, in the
county of Cavan, and a tolerably good poet, lived in this year, as appears
by some of his poems.

He was author of the following pieces: :
" 1. A humorous. poetical description of -his travels, begmmng “ Nac

Tpuaf Libpe édipdé, gac budipeas dda sciplws,” < Do you not' grieve, my
friends, for the troubles that befel.”

2. A vision, beginning  Chofidipc me diyling din mo ledba mdp do &vpiii bean,”
“ I'saw a vision on my bed, asif I saw a woman.”

The first of these poems was published in the Anthologia Hibernica
for October 1793, and in the same Magazine for December 1793, was
published a.translation of it into English, in the:same measure as the
original. In the same month was published number 2, with a promise of
a translation, but it was never published.

3. A confession of his -faults, beginning. < Guicum &émuy, buym {dorpe
Ora soimmarg,” I indulge in pnde, 1 break the holidays and Sabbath.” -

Copies of these, as well as some smaller poems and songs by the same
author, are in the collection of the Assistant Secretary.

Three more poems by M‘Brady were in possession of the late Doctor
O’Brien, the first lines of which he communicated to the compiler, but
did not mention the subjects on which they were written :

1. « Iméidn pdilce S%T mo sdIL.” '
2. « 1 pordé do Epiotmb fosla.”
3.  Ir Tuamgnedt yiiie dn dpeim nd nopedy.”

ccexril. Aoph, or Hueca Mac Gowran, of Glengoole, in the county of
Leitrim, author of the Plearaca na Ruarcach, or Revelry of O’Rourke,
flourished at this period. Dean Swift published a verse translation of
this poem from a literal translation into English, made purposely for
bim. A fuller, and better translation into English . verse, from the
original, was published in Dublin, about thirty years ago, by a neglected
genius of the name of Wilson. This poem begins  Pledpicd’ na
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Rrdapcdé da ccxpime vle b-rne,”, “ The revel-rout of the O’Rourks is in
the memory of all men.'

Copies are common in the hands of every Irish scholar..

He also wrote a poem on losing his horse at a time that he. went into
the county of Roscommon, to woo the daughter of O’Dunoenan This
poem consists of twenty-four verses, beginning. <2l gbedm‘dm lep tall-
edy mo yeanc,” « Oh Garran, by whom I have lost my love.”

Copy in the collection of the Assistant Secretary..

ccexuur. James M‘Cuairt, or CourTNeY, commonly called DLt
M¢‘CuaIrT,. a native of Criamhthan;. in the coumty of Louth, flourished.
at this time.. He was author of the following songs and poems :

1. On Brian O’Byrne’s horse, Punch,. beginning ¢ b fedpp Liom seumtdn
bbmam % l)bpm » « I wish I had Brian O’Byrme’s horse.” .

2. Two. hundred and ten verses on the battle of Aughrim; and sthe-
death of Sombhairle M¢Donald, beginning ¢ Sun €aéspnm dn Eipt aThE® 1
coimnais,” ¢ In. Aughrim of Slaughter, there are found.”

3. On a. great match of foot-ball played at Slane, on. the bmkl of
the Boyne, between the young men of. the counties of.- Meath and Louth,.
eighty-eight verses,. beginning ¢ ba haigedntd cpowedainuil mo: macnasy
anioy,” « High-spirited,. courageous, were my friends above.”

4. On the merits of Christ, and the salvation. of man, one hundred.
verses,. beginning ¢ 1y claoisze. up. ?lbdm rend clanulb "’ ¢« Adam entailed
destruction on his children.”

5. On the Blessed Virgin Mary, one hundred and sevent;-snx verses,.
beginning -« A blas- na pPazmanc. ‘ra nAmgeal,” « Garland of. the
Patriarchs and' the Angels.”

6. Addressed to Torlogh O’Carolan, on his return to Meath from.
Conaght, eighteen verses, beginning « 04 mllwm séag piilce sib,. 6.4 Apuyp
(Oeasba wgedn €atac,” « Twelve millions.of welcomes to you, fromthe
mansion of Meave, daughter of Eochaidh.” |

7. Twenty verses- on the Passion" of our Lord Jesus Christ, beginning
« A Snne nat lén SxT cpedid: cpowsr én oau ?* ¢« QOh man, - who from
blindness seest- not the wounds of his-h

8. Fifty-two verses addressed: to our Lord Jesus: Christ, beginning
 Yappdim do bednaét gan geing,” “ I beseech thy blessing without anger.”

ff
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9. A ‘small poem beginning « Fac wile pedcae boct pun t;teov;t,
“ Every poor sinner without a guide.”

10.

In praise of Afa m Qherc an gabdn, or Nancy Smith, forty-eight

‘verses, ‘beginning I mdii ledmyd TracT dip ygéh nd mud,” <1 desire to
4reat on the beauty of the woman.”

1l.

A song, beginning ¢« 2 Ccfiiantdh yioy doa mo imdii,” ¢ In Creevin

below is my desire.” ,

12.

A song on Rose O’Reilly, beginning “ S mo Réir bbpétpﬂeué don

Pron ndgaums,” % She is my Rose of Brefuy, of the race of O’Reilly.”

. The following ﬁrst lines of 80 many dnﬂ'erent poems, or songs, were

commumcated to the compﬂer, from memory, by his friend, the.late

Doctor O’Bnen

13.
‘M.
s 15
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
ol

“29,

“« Cromp 5% Tip cdtlpup me c&bée »

“ Chaill ‘me lem’ vomaificeeineachin mo juapediy.”

& ‘(Do Bd ‘o', mo & paBdpc, mo vd Ohpoitedd mp gut «batﬁ »

« A Ruspaig, hac cclynoa dn odod,” Coe
¢ Tu pchtd detive, dudlae; dip aftands ledt 5o puap-lag,.”
«-Cpas égcion pat tifle, udfle cm\oﬁ dip dibipe.”

« pmlce dpLy pitte v'gn landinain.”

¢ (Do Tupdy 7o Tulla o ‘Weat.” .

“ Ma¢ buam:«. Eudis mo yudi a nein 0.

"¢ -Ce na& mart 1 leup'soi nd ledban Haorsige,”

« A teatrdipe t&1d go pedppan an Mhargpe.”
“ Nap ftab nd ZAptd, o sﬂEdbab tamn.”
“ Ttilce 50 €an 1y biie dpt &paob.”

. % A bém a b aig bogd deanz.”
. % Cupt cppfleas aipt-d0 flumgce »

“ &ipe 9a peile, ca’ﬂ Bab w’ &itfe._”
« Ma tagdip opm & pig nd pdf.”

Copies of ‘the first ten poems ‘are in the collection of the Assistant
Secretary. It is much -to- be regretted that the remainder, and some
others that we have seen, are not collected, and depesited in some
‘public library. They are possessed of much poetic merit.

13
"
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ccexeiv. Francis NueenT, a native of Mullingar, in the county of
Westmeath, lived at this time. - He was author of two short poems

addressed to Father Paul M‘Egan.
Copies in possession of the Assistant Secretary.

A. D. 1114.

ccexry. Tromas O'ConbuiB, a native of the county Clare, lived at this
time. He was author of a poem on the death of Donogh O’Loghlainn,
of Burren, who died this year, sixteen verses, beginning « Opépa, s2dp,
Ooiitas &down, O’lotlaii d cepé yinte,”  Sorrow, tears, gentle Donogh
O’Loghlainn in the clay is stretched.” '
Copy in.possession of the Agsistant Secretary.

A. D. 1115,

ccexLvi. Jorn O’Neaenran, or NorTon, lived at this time in the county
of Meath, a man much advanced in years. He was author of many
original pieces, and translated several others from the Latin language
into Irish. Amongst his works are to be found the following : "

1. A poem of forty verses, beginning ¢ 2A{ tyom d0 &osla (Ohnpe
wéit,” ¢ Heavy is thy sleep, Oh glorious Mary.” By a memorandum
prefixed to this, it was written shortly after the battle of the Boyne,
when the author was deprived of all his property by the English soldiers,
except one small Irish book, which they left with him, because they
could not read it.

2. Sixty-four verses on the lmpnsonment of the Rev. Doctor Patrick
O’Donelly, a Roman Catholic Bishop, beginning « Olc dn yzeul so
rgaoil a %€,” ¢ Bad is the story reported yesterday.”
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3. « Forty-four verses, on the imprisonment of Father Paul M‘Egan,
and five other priests, beginning “ A yeanc f diratt ga¢ raog,” « Oh
love and delight of every sage.”

4. <« Forty-eight verses, beginning ¢ Thugdas vxt m'xle dirdtc,” «“ I
gave you all my love,” on the affection he-had for Father Paul
M<Egan, to whom he bere confesses his faults. This was written in
February 1708.

5. Forty verses, on forgetting his gloves in the Dominican chapel
of Cook-street, Dublin, beginning A cliap ym ypad na peocays,”
“ Oh ye Priests of Cook-street.”

6. Sixteen verses, lamenting the expulsion of Father Paul M‘Egan
from the Chapel of Thomas-street to Kilmainham, beginning “ T« na
&jle dif pedpad oo,” ¢ The elements are pouring a flood.”

7. Verses in reply to Father Paul M‘Egan’s verses, No. §, page ccix,
beginning 4 2An 06l ba yimne na ybye, iy ba cedi do élem ? <« The Paul
* that was elder than thou art, and was head over clergy.”

8. On the pride and ostentation of the English, and the weakness and
dejection of the Irish, forty-four verses, beginning, ¢ ?n &nfoé yo bus
ndomtd w bré péle cdil,” « This country that was so holy and so ge-
nerous.”

9. Against some of the clergy who had gone to Mullingar to take the
oath of abjuration, forty-eight verses, beginning ¢ Od pean déag r
piobdipe,” ¢ Twelve men and a piper.”

10. On the generosity of Father Paul M‘Egan, sixteen verses, begin-
ning ¢ Ay Cdymedt b0 bpo7 1omap,”  The priest who gave his coat.”

11, On the clergy that were imprisoned for their religion in the Black-
dog, forty-eight verses, beginning “ Tabain mo bedfiaét ¢ parwéy,”  Bear
my blessing, oh paper.”

12. On the vanity of the world, seventy-two verses, beginning baoy
i 1éime 11 vpearbars céille,” « Folly, slmplluty, and want of sense.”

13. On the diversity of tastes and opinions, thirty-six verses, begin-
ning ¢ Td Cra¢’ nelfteacc ?lrml ? ¢ The Cuckoo listens to an ass.” .

14 Sixteen verses, in answer to Father Paul M<Egan, beginning <« Ay
molas raic b0 prdpdy,” « The praise which I received from thee ”
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15. On the sea-fight between the English and French, and the ship-
wreck of the English Admiral, Sir Cloudesly Shovel, after the engage-
ment, seventy-two verses, beginning ¢ Oo by mopchliu mo Sty dyaw.”

16. One hundred and thirty-six verses, written during the author’s
courtship with Una, or Winifred O’Brian, (to whom he was afterwards
married), inviting her to a walk to hear the chorus of the birds. This
poem begins ¢ Ra¢psi pan ccoill leaz,” * I would go to the woods with
thee.” ‘
17. Twenty-four verses, written after the death of Una O’Brian, be-
ginning « Thug me redpc mo &léb *ymo Hpas,” « I gave the love and affec-
tion of my heart.”

18. On the death of Catherine Cruise, wife of Teige O’Naghten, and
mother to Father Peter O’Naghten, of the Society of Jesus, twenty
verses, beginning ¢ Carcpind m Ceojpy an igbean bup dille,” < Catherme
Cruise, the young woman who was beautiful.”

19. On the banishment of the clergy, forty-eight verses, begmmng
¢ Mo Bity o neugds, mo leun 1y mo Epas,” “ My deadly loss, my woe, - my
affliction.”

20. On the death of Mary, queen of James the Second, fifty-two
verses, beginning « [t &agnac mo Seop ordig paoslab pa bpdn,” < The
grievous cause of my tears has left the Irish under affliction.”

21. A song, consisting of three ranns, or stanzas, of eight lines each,
beginning  Sldn ga mdptandé, 1dn do &dpptanadd,” < Lasting health, full
of charity.”

22. On the accession of King George the First, sixty-eight verses, be-
ginning ¢ An peas na h€oppd pdlcert.”

23. Thirty-six verses, addressed to Ireland, beginning “ (ép d0 éxp
ir b0 &@m,” * Great is your fatigue and your amercement.”

24. Instructions to his nephew Aodh, or Hugh O’Neaghtan, twelve
verses, beginning ¢ Sdoilceap lisie gup mine gan dipd 1.an pdic,” « It is con.
sidered by us that drunkenness is madness without pleasure.”

25. Epistle to a friend in Dublin, forty-four verses, beginning « (Qo
bediate lede a phwein,” “ My blessing with thee, oh paper.”

26. On the upstart race that had gotten possession of the estates and
properties of the ancient .inhabitants of the country, one hundred and
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fifty-six verses, beginning ¢ An cipéip rean rd téilliup,” < The old coaper
and the {ador.” .

27. Answer. to father Paul Mac Egan, sixteen verses, beginuing “ 2n
bediiaéc rdrix po Frdpdy,” ¢ The salutation that I received from thee.”

28. On the Duke of Berwick, forty verses, beginning “ b,mc buasa nd
peac,”. ¢ Victorious hand of the battles.”

29, A poem in imitation of .those atiributed to. Owan, twelve hundred
and ninety-six verses, begmmng “ S48 ppwm rior « Phdopsg,” « Sit with
‘me, Oh Ratrick.”

30. Aingliota’s addresq to Goll Mac Morna, twenty-eight verses, bggin-
ning “ Hoill mopsalaé na mbopb mbeapc,” < Triumphant Goll, of wighty
deeds.”

31. Another add.res to Goll by Aingliota, snxty-four verses, begmmng
“ Cid cdypdap dv.cedii, “ Who wounds the head.” . L

32. A poem, beginning “ I cimag liom mtedit crpedn,” “ Grievous to
me, is the departure of the five.” ,

33. A poem, begmmng “ Odonaco, Cmoucc, Cmtbbd >« Hnml,ulty,
Prudence, Devotion.”

34, Forty-four verses, beginning ¢ So. t1b yldivce mbasdh lmp »
« Here's to the health of powerful Moggy.”

35. A poem, beginping “Tuya giolla na meryge,” « Thou servaut of
drunkenness.”

36. A poem, begmmng s ?Lu foreag brm 5o ciice,” « The gmtefnl
lark: certamly ”

37. On seeing his wife, Una or Winifred O’Brian, in a dream, after her
death, one hundred and eight verses, beginning “ Bludiy d by gpat
Yrbeip me leac,”. ¢ Come soon, oh death, and take me with yon.”

38. Amgllotta to lollan, “ O tollwin méip nd predpc.”

39. Three hundred and forty-four verses, beginning ¢ Do by lubd,(-
cprom mdc lob-rf," ¢ There was Ludarcroinn M‘Lobe.” '

40. Forty-eight verses, begioning « 2l lufind, mile mallaéc opc,” “ Oh
Lucina, a thousand curses on you!”

41. The thanksgiving of the people of Tom M‘Lobe, thirty verses,
beginning “ brbedcaf ley an matap,” ¢ Thauvks to the mother.”

A2, Ninety-six verses on the lamentable state of the ancient Irish,
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beginning 2 rairle @imoii yednc mo bum,” « Oh nobles of Erin, love of
my heart.”

~ 43. A Fenian Tale in prose, written in the year l7l7 beginning « bo
_31 Fron cailmtpedyaé,” “ Fionn of mighty valour was.”

44. History of Edmond O’Clery, a fictitious story, written, it would
uppear, for the purpose of turning into ridicule persons learning the
English language. This tale abounds with genuine humour. .
~ Copy in possession of the Assistant Secretary.

. 'This. author also translated many of the Church Hymns, from the
Breviary, into Irish verse. v

Copies of the poems from No. 8, to No. 28, mclusnve, are in the hbmry
‘of William Monck Mason, Esq. Copies of most of those, and-of all the
mt, are in the collection of the Asslstant becretary

: ccexLvir. TroMas O’Cu:nr, a poet of the county of Cavan, lived at
this time. We do not know but he may pe the same .as Rew. Father
Thomas O’Clery, of whom we gave some account uunder the year.1700.
"He was author of the following poems : .

1. An-elegy on the death of Aodh, or Hugh, son of Jobn O’Be;lly,
“forty verses, begmnmg ¢ Do &dill an Chabay d blag,” « Cuvan has lost ber
“blossom.”

2. Twenty verses, on Rory M‘Mahen, chief of -Qirgialla, bemgrouted
by an old woman of the name of O’Reilly, armed with a distaff- This
‘poem begms « 1 oa paid nrbpmg g Topxieact cpedd,” “ On a day that
 Rory was in pursult of prey.”

‘Copies it possession of the Assistant Secretary.

~A. D. 1920. S
ccexcvin, At this time flourished the Rev. Owex O'Keerre; a natlve
of the county of Cork, who, before he was ordained a priest, presided
for some years at the Bardic assemblies held annually at Charleville, in

-that -county. He was author of the following poems, and some others,
to which we cannot now refer :
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1. Fifty-six verses on the death of his son Arthur, who, like himself,
was in holy Orders. This elegy begins ¢ 2l tdn na¢ parcim Feap," “ When
1 do not see a man.”

2. On a visit to a friend at Rathkeale, beginning Tpallam yofi 5o Rat
Chatail,” “ I proceed to Rathkeale,”

Copies in the library of John M‘Namara, Esq.

3. On the battle of Aughrim, beginning “ A cecpedygapds o »edéﬁpf;in
o yfal €ibip,” ¢ On the destruction in Aughrim of Heber’s race.”

4. A poem, beginning “ Qo bpén, mo mlleasy m'améiyr, mo tein go buan,
« My grief, my destruction, my sorrow, my lasting distress.”

Copies of these two latter poems were in the library of the late Rev.
Paul O’Brien.

ccecxuix. WiLLiam O’Briex, Great-grand-father to the Iate Rev.
Paul ©’Brien, krish Professor in the College of Maynooth, lived at this
- time. He was a native of the county of Clare, but having married the
sister of Betagh of Moynalty, in the county of Meath, he settled in that
county. He was author of the following poems :

1. On the going of his brothers-in-law, John and William Betagh, to
‘Franee, in the year 1720, beginning « 2 bblabcavg dan Tyém 17 nd nbe!gmc
Mg o mép.”

2. On the same subject, beginning “ C#tim 14 1én opc Cipe medlzarg.”

8. On his wife, the daughter of Betagh, begmnmg «An iotzap cige
acd ¢, dn i vy Eile phuas,”

4. On the death of }us wife, begmmug “ I dpdm 4 bis an ppéip bean Bo
deire pxb dn ngpém.

cccr. JAMEs ban MNaMARra, the near relation of the last-mentioned:
writer, accompanied him from Munster, and settled with him in the county
of Meath. On the departure of their friends, the Betaghs, from lreland,
M‘Namara wrote two poems, of which we here give the first lines : —

1. “ Cpeaé mo cpowyre plop-lai €ibip.” ‘
2. « O'mtig dp nuayfle, mo nrdip, Tdp béend.”

Copies of the poems of these two writers were in the library of Bev

Paul O’Brien. .
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A.D. 1721

eccLi, Jonn, son of Pluhp O’anemou.s, or O’FAnnxm.v of Mullagh,
in the county of Cavan, lived at this time. He was author of a valuable,
work called ¢ Seancdf an 5@ Dhpeipne,” or ¢ History, of the two Brefnys,” .
which his wife, in a fit of jealousy, committed to the flames ; part of it,
however, was saved, and is still extant. He also wrote some poems, of
vhich we here give the first lines:

1. On his wnfe burning his book, beginning ¢ 2l leaba na yeus retn-
inap.”

2. On jealousy, * Nl covldR an &of-gdn, Yéugmuy & c&w &m cumdin”

3. Beginning “ M paib abal ain Feug no ymeup dip blds nd nopédyy noo

4. Beginning ¢ Td cbip-slaog cay ylop-beay nae dile an Ban.”

5. Begins ¢ 2 jg na cpriie, dn tum yiije do lag-Eldonas.”

A. D. 1722,
cccuir. Jonn. O’NEeicLwL lived at this period. - tle was a native of
Tullagh-O-Meath, near Carlingford, and author of some poems sald.
to possess much merit, I have heen favoured by my friend, Doctor
- O’Brien, with the first lmes of three of them, which he could repeat

from memory :
1. “ Cpeb, & o éuman ban rpoil.”
2. « Td rdorte rle:bce Cacmp tm gan doibneay pdn Zdipe.”
3. « 2 Thullwg 100hedt, cdd & dn Frrdmpe opc.”

A. D. 1725.
cccuint. BRian duff; son of Turlogh, son of John O’ReiLLy, a native
of Strad:.ai, in the county of Cavan, flourished at this penod He was
author of the following productions:

g8
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1. A romantic tale, in verse and prose, called « Caltpd weic nd mfotom-
mdile, ““ Adventures of the son of Bad-counsel.”

" There isa copy of this Talé iii the libtary of Frinity College, chass E.
No. 4; anather in the fibraty of John McNaitare, Raq.; and another it
the tollection of the Asiistant Sectetary: ' |

' 2. A vision, ninely-six veisoa, begiinlg <o b6y 14 dp Mool L6
deacpal dbupal,” “ I was oné day, in theé hiotolng, severely afficted.”

A friend of the compiler’s has furnishied lilna svith the fivst lines of tws
othet poetns :

8. A waé aippw Sopdm Atbdn apdy a epdob na yub.”
4. A tupaS na-puarg, beifi buas pat bdipe.¥ -
Copy of No. 2 is in the callection of the Assistant Secretaty.

A. D. 1726.

cccriv. A poet and musician ‘Bdlfed €otra mac Snrax, or Jornsox, &
filtivé of Mouie, it the oninty 5 Ddwne; floutidied st this time. The
Bite Rév. Patl O’Brich, who was a Mg Hiagashie of the pdeiry und
Intighingre 'df His Couritry, Tunished 'the dompiler with the first lines of
sit 'Poénts ¢oinjpoeed by ‘this duthor: 3 » :
L ¢ 2t rliab an Aobnedy za mo iidHya.”
2. ¢ o nrdipye na cin a4 prapds gdh E1on
3. « g biit £6 bate-dza-cliat i
4. « Da tewd tir € Bédpdubre Fedve.” <
8. <« 3l yoiun « Low Coitle arg imeall na Tpdige.”
He is also said to be the adthiar 8f the song called « Moll dubk o
gleanna.”

, 6cCLY. Owex O’RAcHALLAIGH, oF O’ﬁlenv, son of John mér O’Reilly,
of whom We gave some account under ilie year 1700, flcurished alss ‘at
this peried. #He was an opuléiit indn, much celebrated for tis wit dnd
talents, and resided at Sliabh Luachra, in the éomty of Keiry. e s
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said to have written many poems, copies of which are numerousall through
the province of Munster, though but few of them have come under our
observation. The following are all that we can at present refer to:
L. A reverie, gr yigion, beginning “ Fyle od gie 40 sohdye p (Lo
d nudigneay.”
\ 2. Thirty-two verses, beginning « G grits i TAaES 1f Rieasom gan
qigror” ' )
3. A translation from the Latin of Dongt, Bishop of Fepuli’s description
of lreland, sixteen verses, beginni;‘;g “ Wiy 9 780 ¢ CEEN pon Wptdp Td.”
Copies of the above poems are in the possession of the Assistant Se-
cretary, as also an imperfect copy of a description of a shipwreck, which
this author was witness to on the- coast of Kerry. This poem has much
merit ; we give one rann as a specimen of the rest: '

¢ Oob Edgnac impT nd Txle pe ddop-pudtds,
¢ QPgad nd oifle pe exrneds ag pAoE BURAIES
| “Laob od longe *{d Fr 0D dip Tekludrgas,
“ 15 evbeds Trrw 5o Zwilel Kab ARL Fudrslp

The folowiag translation may serve to give some faint idea of the beauty
of those lines : ' ' '

¢ The roarmg flood. resistless force display’d,

“ Each whicling blast she swelling surges sway’d ;
¢ The vessel burst! alas! the crew she bere,

“ Scream’d in the deep, and supk to rise ne marel”

cccLvi. At this period also fleurished Pynviir O’Kamry, a poetic ge-
nius of the county of Cavan. He was author of a poem, consisting of
ninety-six verses, in praise of Miss Peggy Deane, a f'oung lady of Galway.
This poem has a good deal of merit. [t begins « ld d'apabuy a ccatap nd
PBailbe,” ¢ One day that I was in the city of Galway.”
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A. D. 1730,

" cccrvit. At this filne lived Briax rabhagh O'CLery, a tative of Moy-
bologue, in the county of Cavan.
Rev. Doctor O’Brien supplied the compflet with the first lines of two
poems composed by this author.
1. “Td vo bparge geal pan arsbail”
2. « 2 Bindpyd dednas bérc.”)

A.D. 1734.

ccoLviit. Patrick Linoox, of the Fews, county Armagh, lived at this
period. He was author of several songs that are much admired, Like
most of the poets of his day, the prinéipal part of his compositions depend
only 6n memory for their preservation. It is much to be regretted that

they are not committed to writing, whilst they are yet to be had. The
" following are the first lines of 50 many songs 'of this bard’s, which aré
all that we can now recollect:— .

1. * (otom ,:ed-raa én dmfo go i sa mrcms tin b&f ?

2. ¢ Na levs 50 pin le Odos.”

3. ¢« Nd¢ &1t « néy-edng ¢ glac yid Ré e 4 bbamb ai d cean
4. “ Ingedn ded{ na mbiAn-cia¢ 1y aflne 1ona lige bpracc.”
5.« Olpddpa yldmee d bpaige 1y plégle cpug.”
8.  Tpe ¢tyrle pan Tuyyrle le pianrd ryla”

i

A. D. 1736.

cccrax. Fexwporcma O’Farmery, of Mullagh, county of Cavas,
flourished at this time. He was author of several poems and songs, of
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Which we are now able to éollect no moi'e than the four, of which the
following are the first lines: co ‘ :
1. “ Sirbail me cijp corge na Péald, 1y an (Dhide pan cldp.”

2. « Cdil 50 mo iedpbull na¢ mé 515 mipn Cheupball.”
© 8.« bhw mé 14 dedy &z dip mdlars aowm Aonarg.”

4, « bel'( beaiiatc ram yior o bile na ccpdob,” - -

ot ——

A D 17388

cccx.x TorvrocH, or Txnnucn O’Cmouu, a celebrated poet ‘and mu-
sician, died on Saturday, the 25th of March, in this year. Some accounts
of the life of this bard have been published, by different authors, but all
are erroneous, so far as relates to the place of his nativity, and some cir-
‘cumstances belonging to the early part of his life. The blographers of
O’Carolan say,  He was born in the village of Nobber, in the county of
 West Meath, on the lands of Carlanstown, which were wrested from
“ his ancestors, by the famlly of the Nugents, on their arrival in this
“ kmgdom, in the reign of Henry IL”——« He must be depnved of
“ sight at a very earfy peried of his life, for he remembered no im-
< pression of colours” In these two short extracts there are neatly as
many falsehoods as lines; and yet these errors have been repeited
in a History of « Irish Worthies” lately published in London. This
is inexcusable in an editor who had the means of obtaining better infor-
matlon It would be a deviation from the plan hitherto pursued in
thls work, to give a clrcumstantlal account of the life of any writer
mentloned in it, but as the name of O°Carolan is known all over Eurbpe,
as a muswlan, it must be gl‘atlfymg to his humerous admirers to
know the real place of his nativity, &c. This the writer of, this work
is enabled to do, from his own knowledge of the spot on which the bard
was born, and from the communications of his friend, the late Bev Psul
. O’Brien, the great-grand-nepbew of OCarolan.

Torlogh O’Carolan, then, was not.born ‘in Nobber, nor is Nobber on
the lands of Carlonstown ‘nor 'is Caflonsfown in the county of 'Pest-
'meath ; neither ditl the Nugents ever wrest those lands from the ancestors
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of O’Carvlan ; nor was he deprived of sight so early in life as to have no:
recollection of colours. Nobber is a small town in the county of Eest-
meath, on the estate of Lord Gormanstown, and near pine milgs frem
Carlanstown, a village in the same county, on the estate of Sir Henry
Meredyth, two miles from Kells, and distant at least ten or twelve miles
from the nearest part of the county of Westmesath, Havipg shewn where
our bard was not born, let us proceed to facts, and show where he really
was born. o

TorLocr O’CaroraN, the son of John O’Carolan, an industrious
farmer, was born in the year 1879, in the small village of baile »uds, or
Newtown, in the parish of Kilmainham Wood, three miles and a half
from Nobber, and seven miles from Carlanstown. At a proper age he
was sent to school to Cruisetown, a village in his own neighbourhood,
and not in the county of Longford, as erroneously asserted by some of his’
biographers. Here he formed an early acquaintance with Miss Bridget
Cruise, of the respectable family of that name, from whom the ;

-and the adJommg townland are called; and here commenced that tendel"
attachment which he afterwards manifested to her in the first, and some
others of his poetical and musical compositions. On entering the fifteenth
year of his age he was seized by the small-p,oi, fn which it was the will
of Providence that he should lose his islght Hence it is evident that
he could not be ignorant of the difference in colours, and that he might
have formed tolerable ideas of beauty, which afterwards served 'lum in
his description of those persons that he celebrated in his verses.

‘The musical compositions of O’Carclan are numerous, and his poetic:
pieces were not much less so. ‘Of the first, no complete collection has beep’
yet published, and but few of the latter have been commiitted to writing.
Not above forty years ago, hundreds of persons were to be found in the:
lower part of the county of Meath, and in other places, who eould sin
or repeat from memory, innunierabfle songs composed by O’Carolan
but that generation is gone, and the poetry of O'Carolan is forgotten.’
The following imperfect catalogue gives the first lines of all his poems
that we have seen written, or can now recollect. '

1. On Miss Bridget Cruise, begmmng “«A 6b,dglb beura,c W %% wo
beuprda,” Oh well-,taught Bndget to you wy versebeloqga.”
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2. On Bridget t‘mme, & Ca ha céuba pedp 3«{“ » o There dre a
hundted brave men.”

3. On Cathaoir M’Cabe, beginning “ Rat do seppde gE oyic,” % The
teward of yout own art, oh you.”

4. A song, beginning “ ¥ brapta le fedl, ta dn tach yo b'aa celain”
& There is trouble for a while on this side of the sarth.”

$. On Grace Nugent,  1{ wai liom Tpatc aip blab nd pine,” * [ wish to
dretrt on the biowash of whitenéss.”

6. On Mrs. Nugent, “ Tpa tefom gém f1ap go Hkapme «y real fo,”
4 When I go to westward t6 Westaeath at this time.”

7. On Con O’Neill, « Go bpuat lo¢ nCatat a glraif me apim,” < Td
fhe verge of Lowgh Newgh as I wandered las pight,”

8. His receipt, < Ma{ tA o (lin do tiManw ke, « If siclnom or
health happen to me.”

9. Epigram, “{0o énedt & Ohidpmyd 5 fhlors,” « My sorrow, oh Dermod
O'Flinn.”

10. On the supposed death of C&ﬂmonr M<Cabe, « 1y Tprag yin mye,
<gdy we ¢ a:fmab < av81% wo &L, < I am miserable, and.ln grief,
nkr my frie; .

- 1% On M O’Gonon, of Belanagere, < o tdt ylén bee bhasnad.”.

12. On Mrs. O’Conot, of Belanagtre, “ 1{ nidy Liom optdéc do raipfe,”
o 1 desire to tredt at this time.”

13. On the death of his wife, Miry Maguire, “ Tigleddc ad hHCipedi ne
Brbige ywet Rék,” * The intellect of Brin, of Greece, and of Reme.”

14. ‘Oxt O’Conor Faly, « Ud Coniobtui mile {ldn leds,” « Q’Conor, a
thousmad healths o you.”

15. On the marriage of Conor O’Reilly with the daughter of Olloro,
begiuxing “ b tpbymn ddagmid alle,” < Thiereis & gift for thee, Oh geod
and beauteous fair.”

16. On Colonel Irvin, “ Raée me em-crdific gan rpaf,” “ I will go
visit without delay.”

17. On Mrs. Cole, ¢ 1 paotbesing] *paf ydiin i,” « She is generous and
_courteous.”

18. On Miss Mac Neill, * Qo tudinc go baile 1 Spanlam,® = My visit to
Ballyscanian,”
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19, On Catherine Oulaghan,  laléin opt1 hdc &adrrom & yublas 1?2

'20. On himself, ¢« M ;:i:v;l_ mo ydindil do yiol €aba,” * There is not my
like of the race of Eve.”

2l. On O’Rellly of Onstown, “ Cdvgceaﬂ mo feolca agpdaf sleufcdp.
mo ¢comvdlcd liom.”

22. On Ph|l|p M‘Brady, « fdilce cugas. an mo d@il,” <« You are
welcome to me.’

28. On Mrs. French, « 1r mdan leam ldbamc am 65 mndm,” “l wnsh ta
speak on a young woman.’

24. On Mable Kelly, « Ce bé « bgnt ye « ngd;t 50, ¢ Whoever he be,
that is near thee.” :

Fhe songs of Plearaca na Ruarcach and Tigherna Mhmgheo are also
ascribed to Carolan, but, we believe, improperly.

A. D. 1139,

ccerxl. CarasorR MCabe, & native of the county of Cavan, and a
poet, the intimate friend and companion of O’Cafdlan, survived him for
some time. He is said to have written several poems and songs, of which
we know no more at present thaa the two following :

1. A reply to Torlogh O’Carolan, who' had 'composed some ludicrous
verses on him, beginning « Nl 6 Hailbe pedp vd tapxll go-Oin Phdopdic,”
“ There is not a man worth two horses from Galway to Downpatrick.” -

2. On the 'death of his friend O’Carolan, in which he particularises the
year of his death These few lines begin * Rijiedy fwdoinge do med.{af

wp &y ndipe.”

Copies of these poems are in the collection of the Assistant Secretary.

A. D. 1140.

cccrxi. ANDREw MCCurTin, a wandering bard of the county of Clare,
lived at this time, and conceiving himself neglected by the gentry of
the country, he composed a poetic address to Donn of Duagh or Donn
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of the Sand Pitts, an imaginary being supposed to preside over the
fairies of that part of the country. 1n this poem the bard begs that Donn
will take him into- his service, as he is deserted by mortals; and in his
praising the hospitality of the Chief of the Fairies, he obliquely censures
the parsimony of the gentlemen of the country. It begins « beaﬁrgds
domnn &%t & Ohoii na Odibite,” « Deep salutations to thee, oh Donn of
the Sand-pits, (literally, of the Kieves or Vatts).”

From the merits of this piece, we regret that we are not able to point
out where any more of the effusions of its author are now to be found.

Copy in the collection of the Assistant Secretary.

cccLxil. At this period also flourished the Right Rev. James GarL-,
LaeHER, R. C. Bishop, first of Raphoe, and afterwards translated to
Kildare. He received a part of his education in Paris, but finished his
studies in Rome, where he was a member of the College de Propaganda,
fide. In the year 1735 he published sixteen sermons in his native lan-
guage, which he reprinted at this time, with the addition of a seventeenth
sermon, “ On the Joys of Heaven.” These Sermons have gone through
eighteen editions; the last of which was corrected, and prepared for
. press, by the author of this work. :

A. D. 1742,

cccLxtv. Teioe O’NEAGBTAN, or NorTON, was a schoolmaster in Dublin,
and a good Irish scholar.. We are indebted to him for the following
productions ; the most important of which is—

1. An Irish-English Dictionary, which he commenced e the 30th of
May, 1734, and finished in the year 1739. This book is now in the
library of Trinity College. ,

2. A collation of the Punic Speech in Plautus, with the Irish. This
tract, in the hand-writing of the author, is now in the library of
William Monck Mason, Esq. a Member of this Society. [t is dated:
12th August, 1742, many years before General Vallancey published his

‘ hh
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Collation of that Speech, which §rst procured for himv the réputation of

an lIrish scholar. '

: 3. A poem, consisting of twenty-four verses, begmmng ¢« Oubdipz

cnmocdipe dig a4 pdib mdom,” “ Said a miser who had riches,” on an old

miser who gave a hen to a boy to carry to his house, instead of which the

" boy. took it to his tomb.

4. Thirty-two verses, by way of prophecy, beginning « Rovn an Noblrc «
v’Cis dim,” ¢ Before the Christmas in noble Erin.”

5. Forty-four verses, on Betty Meares, beginning Ca, aelreaéb porll-
{15edt pe gpém,” ¢ What beauty is illumined by the sun.’

8. Seventy-six verses, on the great frost, which commenced on Saint
Stephen’s day, 1739. This poem begins “ Qa b1 bpén po mép gan cerntolt,”.
“ If great woe were without a shade.”

7. A prayer, consisting of twenty-eight verses, beginning <« 2l ]Obdbprc
wdointa {a Dpgw s80E1,” ¢ Oh holy Patrick, and white-toothed Bridget.”

8. An elegy on the death of Anne Tipper, ninety-six verses, begin-
ning  O&bn! oidn! oidn! méagnac!” « Alas! alas! alas! my cause of
gnef ”

- 9. A visit to Conn Magee, a student in Trinity College, fort;-elght
verses, begmmng ¢ Cofi épose Mhac-Aosa @m,” “ Conn of my heart,
noble Magee.”

10. On the drunken folly of Dominick O’Qungly, seventy-two verses,
beginning * Chompdin ¢pow d &xd mo ¢om,” ¢ My heart’s companion, my
dear kinsman.”

11. On the recovery of Conn Magee from a fever, seventy-six verses,
begmnmg “ mrfsdll a Ohe! miygal mé!” ¢ Awake, oh God! -awake
me.”

12. On the word Alleluja, thirty-two verses, begmmng “ Oon Aille-
lugdisas iy dobnedy,” ¢ In Alleluja is joy.”

13. On the death of Conn Magee, on the 9th of ‘October, 1741, sixty-
four verses, beginning ¢ W €idein g1 c1a bexl Con,” < Son of Eiden fair,
where is Conn ?” '

14. Sorrows of Banbha (Ireland), one hundred and twenty-four verses,
beginning (i banba an bean bo¢z,” ¢ [ am Banbha, the distressed
female.” : ' '
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15. On the death of Esther Brasil, wife of George Ratigan, two hun-
dred and eight verses, beginning « bar Cyoit m Z)Hpedfml bam,” < The
death of fair Esther, daughter of O’Breasail.”

16. Twenty-eight verses against lust, beginning  Odoy an opiiy gan
Bean gan Bpas,” < Lechery is folly, without delight, without love.”

17. On the pride of. the Irish nobility, two hundred and thirty-six
verses, beginning ¢ Beillémy, pléipl, allyn, 6g,” «“ White-skinned, fair,
beautiful, young.”

18. On the death of Cardinal Fleury, eighty-four verses, beginning
« Mai saé mépdaéc claoweaii cpnd,” ¢ Death destroys every desire of
greatness.”

19. On the wickedness of the tongue, fifty-six verses, beginning
¢« i bdll beag an zedanga tda,” * Though the tongue be a small member.”

20. In praise of the tongue, fifty-six verses, beginning ¢ 2An beul
Beaptdy bpatpa OE,” ¢ The mouth that delivers the words of God.”

21. Seventy-two verses in praise of a young woman of the name of
O’Moore, beginning ¢ NMgdawiln laoigy v Mhépsa.”

22, On the return of Francis O’Sulhvan from London to Dublin, after
taking his degree of Doctor of the Canon Law, thirty-six verses, begin-
ning 2 leabpaib noc lérgean Un,”  In the books that are read by us.” .

23. On seeing an Englishman hanging on a tree, *‘ RaZ do Zopdd opc
a &poiii,”’ ¢ Increase to thy fruit, oh tree.”

24. A poem, beginning “Moc mawne emge d éxd,” ¢« In the dawn of
the morning arise, my love.”

25. Sixteen verses, made extempore whilst waltmg for his father, in

company with Catherine Cruise, to whom he was going to be married,
beginning ¢ Hab mo sfon ¢ imc Oé,” “ Be my protection, oh Son of
God.”

Copies of the poems from No. 2 to No. 22, both included, are in the
library of William Monck Mason, Esq. in the hand-writing of the author.
Copies of the three last-mentioned poems, and most of the others, are
in the collection of the Assistant Secretary.

cccLxv. Cotemporary with the last-mentioned writer, was the Rev.
AnprRew DoNLEVY, Superlor of the Irish Community at Paris, who, in the
year 1742, published, in that city, a Catechism iun the Irish and English
languages.
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A. D. 1750.

cccLxvi. At this time lived, far advanced in years, Huca M‘Currix,
a native of the county of Clare, a Poet, Historian, Grammarian, and
Lexicographer. We can at present give no larger account of this
author’s Irish works than is contained in the following list:

1. An elegy on the death of Donogh O’Loghlin, of Burren, in the
county of Clare, seventy-two verses, beginning ¢ €af Ohoii¢dsa !f dol
ddome,” ¢ The death of Douogh is the way of men.” This was written
~in 1714,

2. On the death of Lewis O’Brien, who died in France, in the year
1715, sixty verses, beginning ¢ toméd edybas an €ipi,” « Much is the
loss to Erin.” '

3. On the death of the Rev. Edmond O’Byrne, addressed to Teige
O’Neaghtan, sixty-four verses, beginning ¢ A Thaisg 7% Meattdm ’ra
&apro na héigp,” ¢ Oh Teige O’Neaghtan, oh friend of the learned.”

4. On the ship of O’Loghlin, of Burren, twenty verses, beginning

beanms dan bdpc blatyivze bealcumta " ¢ Bless the nice-formed, well-
fastened bark.”

‘Copies of these poems are in the collection of the Assistant Secretary.

5. An. English-Irish Dictionary and Grammar, in quarto, printed at
Paris, in 1732. The Grammar had been published some years before,
in duodecimo. By a poem, written by M¢Curtin, and prefixed to the
Dictionary, it would ‘appear that that work was compiled by the Rev.
Conor O’Begley, although the Title-page says it was the joint produc-
tion of O’Begley and M‘Curtin, This work has now become scarces

but there is a copy in the library of Trinity College, and other copies in
possession of different members of this Society.

cccuxvil. At this time flourished WiLLiam buidhe O’Kiaran, of Oris-
town, county of Meath. He was author of the following poems, and
others to which we cannot now refer :

1. On O’Reilly, of Baile Othra, or Onstown, beginning « iz Raj-
allac bbdlle Otparg.”
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2. On his wife, who, it appears by the poem, was continually railing
at him, beginning ¢ ¥y Obaix Shile bert aig, abdptaw a ¢osce opam.”
8. A poem, beginning ¢ 2l Trailzean nd toc.”

cccLxvi In this year were published proposals for printing an English,
Irish, and Latin Dictionary, by a Mr. Cras, a school-master, of Ringsend,
near Dublin. This book was never printed, but found its way into the
library of the late General Vallancey, and at the sale of that gentleman’s
books, after his decease, was purchased for Doctor Adam Clarke, at the.
price of forty guineas.

With this author we shall end this account of the writers of our
country who have written in their native language. For, although several
versifiers have appeared in later times, whose productions possess a
considerable degree of merit, they are not to be compared to those of
their predecessors, nor do they tend to elucidate the History, Manners,
or Customs of ancient Ireland, and therefore do not come within the
views of our Society.

Of this latter description of the Poets and Writers of Ireland, we
- cannot, however, avoid mentioning the names of the few following :

Denis M‘NaMARA, a school-master, of the county of Waterford, who,
about the year 1755, set off for the Newfoundland fishery, fo better his
Jortune by labouring work, but being driven back, on the next day, by
some adverse cause, returned to his old trade of teaching. On his return
a Mr. Power, one of his patrons, humourously insisted on an account of
his voyage. M‘Namara complied, and wrote a mock ZAneid, in which
there are some lines by no means inferior to any of Virgil’s. The shout
of Charon, as described by the Irish bard, thus:

“ Do lég re i ér dnd 1y bércedc,
¢ le pram a Fotd do Cpiteaddp nd ypédptd,
“ Oo &ralds an éppiie & 'y cxp Ipmodi gém ay.”
is, perhaps, superior to the Cyclops’ roar of the Mantuan poet.

Denis Manony, a lyric poet and satyrist, who lived in the city of
Cork, about 1755.
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Rev. Jouxn O’BRiaN, cotemporary with O’Mahony, a lyric poet, who
wrote against O’Mahony.

Joun M¢‘DonaLp, better known by the name of Shane Cliragh, a good
poet, who presided at the Munster Bardic Session, held at Charleville, in
the county of Corke, in 1755.

WILLIAM.O’BRIAN, of Ros-na-Riogh, county Meéth, who wrote some
very excellent songs, lived about 1760.

JouN Murpny, a distinguished Munster poet, who lived about the
same period.

Right Rev. Doctor Joux O’Brian, R. C. Bishop of Cloyne, author of
an Irish-English Dictionary, printed at Paris in 1768.

Micuaer Cummine, author of the « Adventures of Torlogh, son of
Storn,” a beautiful composition, written in elegant language, and in.
which the author shews himself a man well skilled in Universal History,
Geography, &c. ' '

MerriMaN, author of the humorous and witty, though inde-
cent poem of ¢ CijpT dn ineosdm orsée,” or ¢ The Midnight Court.”

ARrT M¢Covey, of the Fews, county Armagh, author of some poems
and songs. He was living in 1774.

Cotemporary with M‘Covey was M<AvuLirre, a blacksmith,
near Glanmire, county Corke, author of some poems, in one of which
he describes the river Funshan in a storm, where his ¢ Zlian soi:aé lémﬁ
d gearciom nd szon,” is not inferior to Homer’s description of the rolling
waves, in the 4th Book of the Iliad.

Jonx TooMey, a Munster poet, who Jived about 1790.

Patrick O’Brian, of New Grange, near Slane, county of Meath,-
lived in 1790; was author of several good songs, &c.

To these might be added the names of Pierce FirzeeraLp, DoNaLp
O’Brien, Timorny O’SuLLivan, and several others, whose compositions
display, in smoothly-flowing verses, much fancy and poetic talent,
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In addition to the works we have now described, whose authors we
know, there are great quantities of other works, still extant, whose
authors are unknown or forgotten ; they consist of Laws, Annals, Chro-
nicles, Poetry, Divinity, Astronomy, Medicine, and other branches of
Literature, and tend to exhibit the skill of the ancient Irish in the Arts
and Sciences, and to elucidate the History and Antiquities of our country.
A description and account of those documents, it is intended, shall
occupy some future Number of the Transactions of the Iberno-Celtic
Society.

END OF PART L

e

A. O'NEIL, Printer, Chancery-Lane, Dublin.
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